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Had  I  not  Mien  into  fresh  trou- 
bles, nhich  disabled  me  for  several 
days  from  holdtngapen,  lahould 
not  have  forborne  enquiring  after 
Tonrhealth.and  that  of  your  son; 
for  I  should  have  been  but  I«o 
ready  to  impute  your  silence  to 
the  cause,  to  which,  to  my  very 

r'est  concern,  1  find  it  was  owing, 
jiwy  to  Heaven,  my  dear  good 
fnend,  to  give  you  comfort  in  the 
way  most  desirable  to  yourself. 

1  am  exceedingly  concerned  at 
Miss  Howe's  writing  about  me  to 
my  friends.  1  do  assure  you,  that 
I  was  as  ignorant  of  her  intention 
50  to  do,  as  of  the  contents  of  her 
J  letter.    Nor  has  she  yet  let  me 

tw  (discouraged ,  I  suppose ,  by 
_  ill  success)  that  she  did  write. 
It  is  impossible  tosharethedelight 
^ich  Bueh  charming  spirits  give, 
Hhont  the  inconvenience  that 
n  attend  their  volatility.  —  So 
led  ftre  our  best  enjoyments  1 
Htwasbut  yesterday  thati  wrote 
vhide  the  dear  creature  for  free- 
is  of  that  nature,  which  her  un- 
ROiuibly  eipressed  lovo  for  me 


had  made  her  take,  an  you  wrote 
me  word  in  your  former.  I  was 
afraid  that  all  Buch  freedoms  would 
be  attributed  to  me.  And  I  am 
sure,  that  nothing  but  my  own  ap- 
plication to  my  friends,  and  it  full 
conviction  of  my  contrition,  will 
procure  me  favour.  Least  of  nil 
canlexpect,  that eitheryournie- 
diationorher8(botbof  whosefond 
and  partial  love  of  me  is  ho  well 
known)  will  avail  me. 
SJie  thai  gives  a  biief  accfmnt  of  the 
arrent:  of  lier  dejectiun  iiniler  it: 


Mr.  Lovelaee's  aoouiediti 
as  to  that  iiisjiil:  of  her  reUme  by 
Mr.  BeLfonh  of  Mr.  Lovdaee's 
promise  not  to  viiilesi  her:  ofJier 
clothes  leiii^  sent  her:  of  the  earn- 
est  desire  of  all  liis  frieiuls ,  and  of 
himself,  to  marry  her:  of  Miss 
Howe's  adeice  In  aimplg  tnilh  tlieir 
remietVi:  and  of  her  declared  re- 
inlulim  TOiherto  die,  than  behix, 
fcnt  to  Miss  Howe,  to  he  given  to 
lii»  relations,  but  (U  llie  dii^  before. 
After  which  she  thus  proceeds: 
Now,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton,  you 
'-illbesarpriacd,  perhaps,  thatl 
should  have  returned  suck  an  an- 
■:  but,  when  you  have  every 


2  THE  HISTOKY  OB     %    '  *.     :'  . 

thing  before  you,  you,  whp  kao^^fhoute'i^tiere  I  am,  an 


me  so  well,  will  Bot  tibia]L*ln)i  and 'honest.     There  is  a  widow 


wrong.  ^ An^^  bipsid^s ,  I  am  Upon 
a,^eiitr  'jf^p^rptiofi,'  than  for  an 
earthl^^^cisfoand . 
•  N6r  let  it  be  imagined,  my  dear 
and  ever  venerable  friend,  that 
my  present  turn  of  mind  proceeds 
from  gloominess  or  melancholy  :for 
although  it  was  brought  on  by  dis- 
appointment (the  world  shewing 
me  early ,  even  at  my  first  rushing 
into  it,  its  true  and  ugly  face ;)  yei 
I  hope,  that  it  has  obtained  a  better 
root,  and  will  every  day  more  and 
more,  by  its  fruits,  demonstrate  to 
me ,  and  to  all  my  friends ,  that  it 
has. 

Ihave  written  to  my  sister.  Last 
Friday  I  wrote.  So  the  dye  is 
thrown.  I  hope  for  a  gentle  an- 
swer. But,  perhaps,  they  will  not 
vouchsafe  me  any.  It  is  my  first 
direct  application,  you  know.  1 
wish  Miss  Howe  had  left  me  to  my 
own  workings  in  this  tender  point. 

It  will  be  a  great  satisfaction  to 
me  to  hear  of  your  perfect  re- 
covery, and  that  my  foster- brother 
is  out  of  danger.  But  why,  said  I, 
out  of  danger?  —  When  can  this  be 
justly  said  of  creatures ,  who  hold 
y  so  uncertain  a  tenure  ?  This  is 
one  of  those  forms  of  common 
speech ,  that  proves  the  frailty  and 
the  presumption  of  poor  mortals, 
at  the  same  time. 

Don't  be  uneasy  you  cannot 
answer  your  wishes  to  be  with 
me.  I  am  happier  than  I  could 
have  expected  to  be  among  mere 
strangers.  It  was  grievous  at 
first;  but  use  reconciles  every 
thing  to  UB.    The  people  of  the 


« 


are  courteous 


who  lodges  in  it  [have  I  not  said  so 
formerly?]  a  good  woman;  who  is 
the  better  for  having  been  a  profi- 
cient in  the  school  of  affliction. 

An  excellent  school!  my  dear 
Mrs.  Norton,  in  which  we  are 
taught  to  know  ourselves,  to  be 
able  to  compassionate  and  bear 
with  one  another,  and  to  look  up 
to  a  better  hope. 

I  have  as  humane  a  physician 
(whose  fees  are  his  least  regard) 
and  as  worthy  an  apothecary ,  as 
ever  patient  was  visited  by.  My 
nurse  is  diligent ,  obliging ,  silent, 
and  sober.  So  I  am  not  unhappy 
without:  and  within  —  1  hope,  my 
dear  Mrs.  Norton,  that  I  shall  bie 
every  day  more  and  more  happy 
within. 

No  doubt,  it  would  be  one  of 
the  greatest  comforts  I  could 
know ,  to  have  you  with  me :  you, 
who  love  me  so  dearly:  who  have 
been  the  watchful  sustainer  of  my 
helpless  infancy;  you,  by  whose 
precepts  I  have  been  so  much  be- 
nefited! —  In  your  dear  bosom 
could  I  repose  all  my  griefs:  and 
by  your  piety  and  experience  in 
the  ways  of  Heaven ,  should  I  be 
strengthened  in  what  I  am  still  to 
go  through. 

But,  as  it  must  not  be,  I  will  ac- 

?[uie8ce;  and  so,  I  hope,  will  you: 
or  you  see  in  what  respects  I  am 
not  unhappy;  and  in  those  that  I 
am ,  they  lie  not  in  your  power  to 
remedy. 

Then,  as  I  have  told  you,  Ihave 
all  my  clothes  in  my  own  posses- 
sion.   So  I  am  rich  enough,  as  to 
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this  world,  ia  common  oonTBnieii-  jou,  although  but  with  m)'  pen, 
after  hsvjiig  found  jour  c^uBurea 
so  dreadfully  juatified  astheybave 

J  have  not  the  courage  to  write 
J  my  father  himself,  nor  yet  to 
ly  mother.  And  it  ia  with  trem- 
bhog,  that  I  addreas  myself  to 
to  beg  of  you  to  intercede  for 
,  that  my  father  will  have  the 
goodness  to  revoke  that  heaviest 
part  of  the  very  heavy  curae  he 
laid  apon  me,  which  relates  to 
[mmtAFtsa;  for,  aa  to  thenaiiE,  / 
have  indeed  met  with  ms  pimishment 
from  Ihe  very  v>relch  in  lehom  I  tcan 
gitppused  tn  place  my  confidence, 

Aa  1  hope  not  for  restoration  to 
favonr,  I  may  he  allowed  to  be 
very  earnest  on  this  head :  yet  will 
I  not  use  any  arguments  in  sup* 
port  of  my  request,  because  I  am 
my  father,  were  it  in  his 
,  r,  would  not  have  his  poor 
child  miserable  for  ever. 

I  bare  the  most  grateful  senae 
of  my  mother's  goodness  in  send- 
ing me  up  my  clothes.  I  would 
have  acknowledged  thefavonr  the 
moment  1  received  them ,  with  the 
I  Wilt  miua.  lun  real p  —  jiuicii,iuj  most  thankful  duty,  but  that  I 
^—dearest  Ura.  Norton.'^  feared  any  tine  from  me  would  be 

^^L  Adieu  I      unacceptable. 

^^1  I  would  not  give  fresh  offence: 

^H  LETTER  a  *°  '""  decline  all  other  coramen- 

^H^     _  dationsof  duty  andlove;  appeal- 

^lfl»  OUrl.s.  H^^^^.J"  M"»  ArBbriU  j^g  (^  ^y  ^^^^  f^^  both,  where 

both  are  flaming  with  an  ardour 

that  nothing   but  death  can  ex- 

If,  my  dearest  sister,  I  didnotitinguiah:  therefore  only  subscribe 

think  the  state  of  my  health  very,  myself,  without   eo    much    as   a 

precarious,   and  that  it  was  my  name, 

dulv  to  take  this  step,  I  should         My  dearand  happy  aiatwc, 

iuve  daced  to  approach]  Yotu:aE&icte&.&^^%c&.. 


Yon  see,  my  venerable  and  dear 
friend,  that  1  am  not  always  turn- 
ing the  dark  aide  of  my  proapecta, 
in  order  to  move  compassion ;  a 
triek  imputed  to  me,  too  often,  by 
my  haia-hearted  sister;  when,  if 
I  know  my  own  heart,  it  is  above 
ttti  trick  or  artifice.  Yet  I  hope 
at  last  I  shall  be  so  happy,  as  to 
receive  benefit  rather  than  repmaeh 
irom  this  talent,  if  it  be  my  talent. 
Ai  Imt,  I  say,  for  whose  heart 
lukve  I  hitherto  moved?  —  Not 
I  am  sure,  that  was  not  pi 
termhied  in  my  favour. 

As  to  the  day  —  I  have  passed 
it,  aa  I  ought  to  pass  it.  It  '~~~ 
been  a  very  heavy  day  to  mi 
More  for  my  friends  sake, 
than  for  my  own!  —  Howdidrfd-y 
nsetopassit! — What  a  festivity  I 

—  How  have  they  now  passed''" 

—  To  tmayi'ne  it,  how  grievous! 
Sar  not,  that  those  are  cruel,  who 
suffer  so  much  for  my  fault;  and 
who,  for  eighteen  years  together, 
rejoiced  in  me,  and  rejoiced  me  by 
their  indulgent  goodness!  — ^Butl 
will  think  therestl  —  Adieu,  my 
iearestMra.  Norton!^ 

Adieu  I 

LETTER  a. 


— hanUy  J 


i 


A  letter  directed  for  me,  at  Mr. 
Smitb's,aglover,m  Kin  g  3  tree  t, 
Covent  Garden,  will  come  to 


Ifno 


Ji.! 


Edgware,  MondBy,  July  84. 
What  paina  thou  takest  to  per- 
'Saade  thjeelf,  that  the  la.d}>'B  ill 
liealth  is  ovring  to  the  vile  arrest, 
o  the  implacable Dess  of  her 
friends!  Both  primarily  (if  they 
were) tobelaidatthydoor.  What 
poor  excuaes  will  good  heads  make 
for  the  evila  they  are  put  upon  by 
■bad  hearta!  —  But  'tis  no  wonder 
that  he  who  can  ait  down  preme- 
ditatedly  to  do  a  bad  action,  will 
eontent  himself  with  abai  excuse: 
.■ud  yet,  what  fools  must  he  sup- 
nose  the  rest  of  the  world  to  be ,  if 
he  imagines  them  aa  easy  to  be 
imposed  upon,  as  he  can  impose 
ipon  himself? 
In  vain  dost  thou  impute  to 
ride  or  wilfulness  the  neceaaitj 
)  which  thou  hast  reduced  this 
lady  of  parting  with  her  clothes; 
hr  can  she  do  otherwise,  and  be 
!lhe  noble-minded  creature  she  is? 
Her  implacable  friends  have  re- 
foeed  her  the  current  cash  she  lefl 
behind  her;  and  wished,  aa  her 
inster  wrote  to  her,  toaeeherre- 
duced  to  want:  probably  there- 
fore they  will  not  be  aorry  that  she 
ia  reduced  to  such  straights;  and 
'villtakeit  forajustificationirom 
"  ■  "  of  their  wicked  hard- 
aa.  Tlioacanataotsup- 


,  _  she  would  take  supplies  from 
thee:  to  take  them  from  me  wo 
iu  her  opinion,  be  taking  t  .. 
from  thee.  Misa  Howe's  motier 
avaricious  woman ;  and,  per- 
haps, the  daughter  can  do  nothing 
of  that  sort  unknown  to  her;  and, 
if  she  could ,  is  too  nobie  a  girl  to 
deny  it,  if  charged.  And  then 
Miss  Harlowe  is  tonly  of  opinion, 
that  she  shall  never  want  nor  weix 
the  things  she  dinposes  of. 

Having  heard  nothing  fiam 
townthat  obliges  me  to  go  thither, 
I  shall  gratify  ))0or  Belton  with 
my  company  till  to-morrow,  or 
perhaps  till  Wednesday.  For  the 
unhappy  man  is  more  and  m 
loth  to  part  with  me.  I  shall  s( 
setout  for  Epsom,  to  endeavour  to 
serve  him  there,  and  reinstate  him 
in  hta  own  house.  Poor  fellow! 
he  is  most  horribly  low  spirited; 
mopes  about;  and  nothing  diverts 
him.  Ipityhim  at  my  heart;  but 
can  do  him  no  good.  —  What  con- 
solation cani  give  him,eitherfrom 
his  past  life,Dr  from  hisfuturepro- 
specU? 

Oar  friendships  and  intimacies, 
Lovelace,  are  only  calculated  for 
strong  life  and  health.  When 
sickness  comes,  we  look  round  us, 
and  upon  one  another,  like 
frighted  birds,  at  the  sight  of  a 
kite  ready  to  aouse  upon  them. 
Then,  with  allourbravcfy,  what 
miserable  wretches  are  we ! 

Thou  tellest  me,  that  thou  seest 
reformation  is  coming  swiftly 
upon  me.  I  hope  it  is*.  I  aee  ac 
much  difference  in  the  behavioui 
of  this  adtniralile  woman  in  hci 
illaesa,  and thatof poor Beltoaii: 


■  CLAIURSA 

|pw,  that  it  is  plain  to  me,the8iimer 
hs  the  real  coward,  and  theaaint 
the   true  hero;    and,    sooner 
later,  we  shall  all  find  it  to  be. 
if  we  are  not  cut  off  suddenly. 
■  The  iady  shut  herself  up  at. 
veloek yesterday  afternoon;  a 
"■>  not  to  aee  company  till 
M  eight  thiar  not  even  her 
—  ImpoEing  upon  heraelf  a 
fast     And  whyV    tl  is  }ier 
)atI  —  Blooming  —  yet 
Kliiiiii^  in  her  very  blossom!  — 
— y  birth-dny  till  this, no  doabt, 
lap^yl  —  What  must  be  her  re- 
JectJonH!  —  What   ought  to  be 
tbiael 

What  sport  dost  thou  make 
with  my  aspirationa ,  and  my  pro- 
atratioDS,   as  thou  calleat  them; 


much  awe  of  her  at  the  time ,  auil 
too  much  apprehended  her  dia- 
pleasure  at  the  offer,  to  make  it 
with  the  grace  that  would  better 
have  become  my  intention.  But 
the  action ,  if  awkward ,  was 
modest.  Indeed,  the  fitter  subjec! 
for  ridicule  with  thee ;  who  canst 
no  more  taste  the  beauty  and 
delicaey  of  modest  obligiugneBa, 
than  of  modest  love.  Forthesame 
may  be  said  of  iuviolnhlo  respect, 
that  the  poet  says  of  unfeigned 
aSection, 


liffiee 


made  the  humble  offerer  afraid  to 
invade  theawfiileye.ortherevered 
hand ;  but  awkwardly  to  drop  its 
incease  beaide  the  altar  it  should 
have  been  laid  upon.  But  how 
should  that  sou!,  which  could  treat 
delicacy  itself  brutally,  know  any 
thing  of  this! 

But  I  am  still  more  amazed  at 
Ihy  courage,  to  think  of  throwing 
thyself  in  the  way  of  Misa  Howe, 
and  MisB  Arabella  Harlowe!  — 
Thou  wilt  not  dare,  surely,  to 
carry  this  thought  into  execution! 

As  to  mn  dress,  and  tJiy  dreaa,  I 
have  only  to  aay,  that  the  sum 
total  of  thy  observation  is  this; 
that  nil/  outside  ia  the  worst  of  me ; 
and  tiine  the  best  of  thee:  and 
what  gettest  thou  by  the  compari- 
son? Do  thou  reform  the  one,  and 
I'll  try  to  mend  the  other.  I 
challenge  thee  to  begin. 

Mca.  Lovick  gave  me,  at  my  re- 
[uest,  the  copy  of  a  meditation 
he  shewed  me,  which  was  ex- 
tracted by  the  lady,  ftom  the 
Scriptures,  while  under  arrest  at 
Rowland's, as  appears  bythedate. 
The  lady  ia  not  to  know  that  I 
have  taken  a  eopy. 

You  and  I  always  admired  the 

ble  simplicity,  and  natural  ease 
and  dignityof  style,  which  are  the 
distinguishing  characteriGtics  of 
these  books,  whenever  any  pas- 
aagea  fromthem,by  way  of  quota- 
tion in  the  works  of  otherauthora, 
popt  upon  us.  And  once  I  re- 
member you,  even ;/!"(,  observed, 
that  those  paaaagea  always  ap- 
peared to  you  like  a  rich  vein  of 
golden  ore,  which  ruoa  t\aiTO.^ 
baser  metala-,  eai\i6'Kia\ujv6  ^i«> 
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work  they  were  brought  to  authen- 
ticate. 

Try,  Lovelace,  if  thou  canst 
relish  a  Divine  Beauty.  I  think  it 
must  strike  transient  (if  not  per- 
manent) remorse  into  thy  heart. 
Thou  boastest  of  thy  ingenuous- 
ness: let  this  be  the  test  of  it;  and 
whether  thou  canst  be  serious  on  a 
subject  so  deep,  the  occasion  of  it 
resulting  from  thyself. 

MEDITATION. 

Saturday,  July  15. 

O  that  my  grief  were  tliorougJily 
weighed,  and  my  calamity  laid  in  the 
balance  together  I  v 

For  now  it  would  he  heavier  than 
the  sand  of  the  sea:  therefore  my 
words  are  swallowed  up  I 

For  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty  are 
within  m£;  the  poison  whereof 
drinketh  up  my  spirit.  The  terrors 
of  God  do  set  themselves  in  array 
against  me. 

When  I  lie  down,  I  say,  when  shall 
I  arise  f  When  will  the  night  begone  f 
And  I  am  full  oftossings  to  and  fro, 
unto  the  dawning  of  the  day. 

My  days  areswifter  than  a  weaver'' s 
shuttle,  and  are  spent  without  hope — 
Mine  eye  shall  no  more  see  good. 

Wherefore  is  light  given  to  her  thai 
is  in  misery;  and  life  unto  the  bitter 
in  soul  f 

Who  longeth  for  death;  hut  it 
Cometh  not;  and  diggeth  for  it  more 
than  for  hid  treasures? 

Why  is  light  given  to  one  whose 
way  is  hid;  and  whom  God  hath 
hedged  in  f 

For  the  thing  which  I  greatly  feared 
£f  come  upon  me  I 


I  was  not  in  safety;  neither  had  I 
rest;  neither  was  I  quiet:  yet  trouble 
came. 

But  behold  God  is  mighty,  and 
despiseth  not  any. 

He  giveth  right  to  the  poor  —  And 
if  they  be  bound  in  fetters,  andholden 
in  cords  of  affliction,  then  he  sheweth 
them  their  works  and  their  trans- 
gressions. — 

I  have  a  little  leisure,  and  am  in 
a  scribbling  vein:  indulge  me, 
Lovelace,  a  few  reflections  on 
these  sacred  books. 

We  are  taughtto  read  the  Bible, 
when  children ,  and  as  a  rudiment 
only;  and  as  far  as  I  know,  this 
may  be  the  reason ,  why  we  think 
ourselves  above  it,  when  at  a 
maturer  age.  For  you  know,  that 
our  parents ,  as  well  as  we ,  wisely 
rate  our  proficiency  by  the  books 
we  are  advanced  to ,  and  not  by 
our  imderstanding  of  those  we 
have  passed  through.  But,  in  my 
nucleus  illness,!  had  the  curiosity, 
in  some  of  my  dull  hours  (lighting 
upon  one  in  his  closet)  to  dip  into 
it:  and  then  I  found,  wherever  I 
turned ,  that  there  were  admirable 
things  in  it.  I  have  borrowed  one, 
on  receiving  from  Mrs.  Lovick  the 
above  meditation;  for  I  had  a 
mind  to  compare  the  passages  con- 
tained in  it  by  the  book,  hardly 
believing  they  could  be  so  exceed- 
ingly apposite  as  I  find  they  are. 
And  one  time  or  other,  it  is  very 
likely,  that  I  shall  make  a  resolu- 
tion to  give  the  whole  Bible  a 
perusal,  by  way  of  course^  as  I  may 
say. 

This ,  meantime ,  I  will  venture 


B»T( 


to  repeat,  is  uertaiu.tlmt  the  style 

ia  that  truly  easj,  simple,  and 
natural  oue ,  which  we  ahould  ad- 
mire in  other  authors  etcesaivply. 
Then  all  the  world  join  in  an  opi- 
nion of  the  antiquity,  and  authen- 
ticity too,  of  the  book;  and  the 
leartied.  are  fond  of  strengthening 
their  different  arguments  by  its 
sanetiona.  Indeed,  I  was  eo  much 
taken  with  it  at  my  uncle's,  that  1 
wubalf  ashamed  that  it  appeared 
Boneutome.  Andyet,IcaouDtbut 
Bay,  %bat  I  have  some  of  the  Old 
Testament  hiatory,  as  it  ia  called, 
in  my  head:  but,  perhaps,  an- 
more  obliged  for  it  to  Josepliua. 
t^snto  the  Bible  itself. 

Oddenongh,  with  all  onr pride 
of  leaniing,  that  we  choose  to 
derive  the  little  we  know  from  the 
under  cuirenls,  perhaps  muddy 
ones  too,  when  the  clear,  the 
pelhieid  fountain  head,  is  much 
nearer  at  hand,  and  easier  to  be 
eomeat — Slighted  the  more,  pos- 
Bibly,  for  that  very  reasoni 

But  man  is  a  pragmatical, 
fbolieb  creature;  ana  the  more  we 
look  into  him ,  the  more  we  must 
desptse  biml  —  Lords  of  the  crea- 
tionl  —  Who  can  forbear  indig- 
nant langhterl  When  we  see  not 
one  of  the  individuals  of  that  crea- 
tion (his  perpetually  eccentric  self 
eioepted)  but  acts  within  its  owt 
natoi'al  and  original  appointment 
iLiid  alt  the  time ,  prond  and  vati 
Ha    the    conceited   wretch    ia   o' 

Itkncied  and  self-dependent  ex- 
■eitence,beieobJigeanot  oii1y  for 
fcaomaments,  but  fortheneues- 
Rriet  of  life,  (that  is  to  say,  for 
BOd  as  wall  as  raiment,)  to  all  the 


other  creatures;  strutting  with 
their  blood  and  spirits  in  hisveins, 
and  with  their  plumage  on  his 
back:  for  what  has  ho  of  hia  own, 
but  a  very  mischievous,  monkey- 
like, badnaturel  Yet  thinks  him- 
"■  it  liberty  to  kick,  and  cuff, 
elbow  out  every  woilhier 
creature:  and  when  he  has  none 
of  the  animal  creation  to  hunt 
down  and  abuse ,  will  make  use  of 
is  power,  bis  strength,  or  his 
ealth,  to  oppress  the  leas  power- 
il  and  weaker  of  his  own  speciesi 
When  youandl  meetneit,  let 
a  enter niorelargelyinto IhiBsub- 
ject:  and,  I  dare  say,  we  shall 
take  it  by  turns,  in  imitation  of  the 
two  sages  of  antiauity,  to  laugh 
and  to  weep  at  the  thoughts  of 
what  miserable,  yet  conceited 
bemg^,  men  in  general,  but  wo 
libertines  in  particular,  are. 

1  fell  upon  a  piece  at  Dorrell's, 
this  very  evening,  intituled,  The 
Sucred  Claasicn,  written  by  one 
Dlackwell. 

I  took  it  home  with  me,  and  bad 
not  read  a  dozen  pages,  when  I 
was  convinced ,  that  I  ought  to  be 
ashamed  of  myself  to  think,  how 
greatiylhave  admired  less  noble 
and  legs  natural  beauties  in  Pagan 
authors:  while  I  have  known  no- 
thing of  this  all-eicellinK  collec- 
tion of  beauties,  theBibleT  By  my 
faith,  Lovelace,  1  shall  for  the 
future  have  a  better  opinion  of  the 
good  sense  and  taste  of  half  a 
score  of  paraons,  whom  1  have 
fallen  In  with  in  my  time,  and 
despi.'ied  for  magnifying.,  as  I 
thought  they  did,  the  ta-ngaa.^ 
and  the  sentimetAa  to\«>io«ai«i. 


f 


THE  HISTORY  OP 


preference  to  all  the  ancient 
poet3  and  philoaophers.  And  this 
18  now  a  convincing  proof  to  me, 
and  sliamcB  as  much  an  infidel's 
preHuinptioaasbiBignorancc,tiiat 
those  who  know  least,  are  the 
greatest  scoliers.  A  pretty  pack 
of  would-be  tvits  of  as ,  who  cen- 
sure without  knowledgi 
without  reason,  and  are  it 
and  loud  agaioat  things 
least  of! 


LETTER   IV. 


Bulfon 


lAUB  not  to  to  wn  till  this  mon 
ing  early :  poorBclton  elingiiig  to 
ine,  as  a  man  destitute  of  all  other 
hold. 

I  hastened  to  Smith's,  and  had 
bat  a  very  indifferent  account  of 
the  lady's  health.  I  sent  up  my 
oomplimoDts;  and  she  desired  to 
tee  me  in  the  afternoon. 

Mrs.Lovicktoldme,  thatafter 
I  went  away  on  Saturday,  she 
actually  parted  with  one  of  her 
best  suits  of  clothes  to  a,  gentle- 
laa  who  is  her  [Mrs.  Lovict's' 
benefactress,  aud  who  bought 
them  for  a  niece  who  is  very 
speedily  to  be  married,  and  whom 
she  fits  out  and  portions  as  her 
intended  heiress.  The  lady  was 
3  jealous  that  the  money  might 
ome  from  you  or  me,  that  she 
would  see  the  purchaser:  who 
owned  to  Mrs.  Lovick,  that  she 
bought  them  for  half  their  worth ; 
butyet.thougbherconscieuceper- 
mlttedberto  take  them  at  such  an 
under  rate,  the  widow  says,  her 


friend  admired  the  lady,  as  o&eof 
the  I  o  veil  est  of  her  sex;  andhaviog 
been  let  into  a  little  of  her  story, 
could  not  help  shedding  tears  at 
taking  away  her  purchase. 


devil,  that 

reconciles  to  some  people  themost 
cruel  and  dishonest  actions.  Eut, 
nevertheless,  it  is  my  opinion,  that 
those  who  can  suffer  themselveeto 
take  advantage  of  the  necefsitieg 
of  their  fellow- creatures,  in  order 
tobuy  any  thing  at  alessratfl  than 
would  allowthem  the  legal  interest 
of  their  purchase  money  (sup- 
posing they  purchase  before  ifcj 
want)  are  no  better  than  robbers 
for  the  differcnec.  —  To  pkinder 
awreck,  and  torohat a&e,  are 
indeed  higher  degrees  of  wicked- 
ness: but donotthose,  asnellas 
these,  heighten  the  diatresees  of 
the  distressed,  and  heap_  misery  on., 
the  miserable,  whom  it  is  theon' 
of  every  one  to  relieve? 

Aboutthreeo'clocklwentivgain 
to  Smith's.  The  lady  was  wntrng 
when  1  sent  up  my  name;  butad- 
mitted  of  my  visit.  I  saw  a  visible 
alteration  in  her  countenance  for 
the  worse;  and  Mrs.  Lovick  re- 
spectfully accusingheroftoo  great 
assiduity  to  her  pen,  early  and 
late,  and  ofherabatiaeuce  the  day 
before,  I  took  notice  of  the  altera- 
tion; and  told  her,  that  her  phy- 
sician had  greater  hopes  of  her 
than  she  had  of  herself;  and  I 
would  take  the  liberty  to  Bay,th8t 
despair  of  recovery  allowed  not 
room  for  cure. 

She  said,  she  ueithei  despaired. 


Bid: 


,  lOr  hoped.  Then  Etepping  to  the  i 
glEws ,  with  great  uomposnre ,  My 
GOtmtenance,  said  she,  is  indeed 
anhonetitpictureof mybeart.  But 
the  niiud  will  ran  away  with  the 
boi^  at  auj^  time. 

Writiiig  ia  all  m;  diveiaion,  con- 
tinued Bhe^  and  I  have  subjects 
thatcannotbedispeusedwith.  As 
to  my  hours ,  I  have  always  been 
^1n  early  riser:  hut  now  rest  is  less 
Jl  my  power  than  ever.    Steep  haa 
%  loog  time  ago  quarrelled  witli 
"^j  and  will  not  be  friends,  al- 
>ngh  I  have  made  the  first  ad- 
nces.    What  u^iU  be,  must. 
1)  She  then  stept  to  her  closet,  and 
rooghtme  a  puree!  sealedup  with 
.  iree  seals:  be  so  kind,  aiudshe, 
u  to  give  this  to  jour  irieod.     A 
very  grateful  present  it  ought  to 
be  to  iiini:   for,  sir,  this  packet 
containH  sneh  ietlers  of  his  to  me, 
,   compared  with  bis   actions, 
uld  reflect  dlBhonouc  upon  all 
IB  sex,  were  thejtofatlintoother 
anda. 
fjia  to  my  letters  to  him,  they 
■  J  not   many,     He   may  either 
■   destroy   lliem,    as   he 

E  J  thought^  Lovelace,!  ought  not 

nk  forego  this  opportunity  to  plead 

S   you:    1  therefore,    with  the 

iclcet  in  my  hand ,  lu'ged  all  the 

jentsl  could  thiiikof  inyour, 

, r. 

ifilie  heard  me  oat  with  more 
ion  tliaa  I  could  have  pro- 
.  myself,  considering  her  de- 
mined  resolution. 
I  would  not  interrupt  you,  Mr. 
Betford,  said  she,  though  1  am  far  | 
a  being  iiteased  with  the  sub- 


ject of  your  diaeourae.  The  mo- 
tives for  your  pleas  in  his  favour, 
are  generoua.  I  love  to  see  iu- 
staucea  of  generous  iriendship  in 
either  aes.  But  I  have  written  my 
full  mind  on  this  subject  to  Misa 
llowe,  who  will  communicate  it  to 
the  ladies  of  his  family.  No  more, 
therefore,!  pray  you, upon  a  topic 
that  may  lead  to  diaa^eeable  re- 
criminations. 

!ler  apothecary  came  in.  Ue 
advised  her  to  the  air,  and  blamed 
her  for  BO  greut  an  application,  as 
he  was  told  she  made  to  her  pen; 
and  he  gave  it  as  the  doctor's 
opinion,  as  well  as  his  own,  that 
Blie  would  recover,  if  she  herself 
desired  to  recover ,  and  would  use 
the  means. 

ShemaypoBsihIy  write  too  mneh 
for  her  health:  but  I  have  ob- 
served, oa  several  occaaions,  that 
when  the  medical  men  are  ata  loss 
what  to  prescribe,  they  enquire 
what  their  patients  best  like,  or 
are  moat  diverted  with,  and  forbid 
them  that. 

But,  noble-minded  as  they  see 
this  lady  is,  they  know  not  half 
her  nobleness  of  mind  nor  how 
deeply  she  is  wounded;  and  de- 
pend too  much  upon  her  youlh, 
which  I  donbt  will  not  do  in  this 
ease;  and  upon  lime,  which  will 
not  alleviate  the  woes  of  such  a 
mind:  for,  having  been  bent  upon 
dologgood,  and  upon  reclaiming 
alibertine whom elie loved,  sheia 
disappointed  in  all  her  oarline 
views,  and  will  never  be  able,  1 


10 


THE  HISTORY  OP 


other  views  in  living,  than  the 
common  ones  of  eating,  sleeping, 
dressing,  visiting,  and  those  other 
fashionable  amusements ,  which 
fill  up  the  time  of  most  of  her  sex, 
especially  of  those  of  it,  who  think 
themselves  fitted  to  shine  in  and 
adorn  polite  assemblies.  Her  erief  , 
in  short,  seems  to  me  to  be  oisuch 
a  nature,  that  iime^  which  alleviates 
most  other  persons*  afflictions, 
will,  as  the  poet  says,  give  encrease 
to  hers. 

Thou,  Lovelace,  mightest  have 
seen  all  this  superior  excellence, 
as  thou  wentest  along.  In  every 
word,  in  every  sentiment,  in  every 
action  is  it  visible.  —  But  thy 
cursed  inventions  and  intriguing 
spirit  ran  away  with  thee.  'Tis 
fit  that  the  subject  of  thy  wicked 
boast,  and  thy  reflections  on  ta- 
lents so  egregiously  misapplied, 
should  be  thy  punishment  and  thy 
curse. 

Mr.  Goddard  took  his  leave; 
and  I  was  going  to  do  so  too,  when 
the  maid  came  up ,  and  told  her, 
a  gentleman  was  below,  who  very 
earnestly  enquired  after  her 
health,  and  desired  to  see  her:  his 
name  Hickman. 

She  was  overjoyed;  and  bid 
the  maid  desire  the  gentleman  to 
walk  up. 

I  would  have  withdrawn;  but 
I  suppose  she  thought  it  was 
likely  I  should  have  met  him 
upon  the  stairs;  and  so  she  for- 
bid it. 

She  shot  to  the  stairs-head  to 
receive  him,  and,  taking  his  hand, 
asked  half  a  dozen  questions  (with- 
out waiting  for  any  answer)  in  re- 


lation to  Miss  Howe*s    health; 
acknowledging,  in  high  terms,  her 

foodness  in  sending  him  to  see 
er,  before  she  set  out  upon  her 
little  journey. 

He  gave  her  a  letter  from  that 
voung  lady  which  she  put  into  her 
bosom ,  saying ,  she  would  read  it 
by-and-by. 

He  was  visibly  shocked  to  see 
how  ill  she  looked. 

You  look  at  me  with  concern, 
Mr.  Hickman,  said  she  —  O  sir! 
times  are  strangely  altered  with 
me,  since  I  saw  you  last  at  my 
dear  Miss  Howe's!  —  What  a 
cheerful  creature  was  I  then!  — 
my  heart  at  rest!  my  prospects 
charming!  and  beloved  by  every 
body !  —  but  I  will  not  pain  you ! 

Indeed,  madam,  said  he,  I  am 
grieved  for  you  at  my  soul. 

He  turned  away  his  face ,  with 
visible  grief  in  it. 

Her  own  eyes  glistened :  but  she 
turned  to  each  of  us,  presenting 
one  to  the  other  —  him  to  me,  as 
a  gentleman  truly  deserving  to  be 
called  so  —  me  to  him,  as  your 
friend ,  indeed  [how  was  I  at  that 
instant,  ashamed  of  myself!]  but, 
nevertheless ,  as  a  man  of  humani- 
ty; detesting  my  friend's  base- 
ness ;  and  desirous  of  doing  her  all 
manner  of  good  offices. 

Mr.  Hickman  received  my  civi- 
lities with  a  coldness,  which,  how- 
ever, was  rather  to  be  expected  on 
your  account,  than  that  it  deserved 
exception  on  mine.  And  the  ladv 
invited  us  both  to  breakfast  with 
her  in  the  morning;  he  being 
obliged  to  return  the  next  day. 

I  left  them  together ,  and  called 


ClARISSA  HAIlLOWa, 


tipon  Mr.  Dorrell,  my  altomey,  to 
'oonsult  him  upon  poot  Delton's 
ivffairs;  and  then  went  horns,  and 
*rrote  thus  far,  preparative  toi 
what  may  occur  in  my  breakfast- ' 
—  visit  in  the  morning. 


I WEHT  this  morning ,  according 
ithelady's invitation,  to  breal;- 
.st,  and  loiind  Mr.  Uidcman  with 
ler, 
A  good  deal  of  heaviness  and 
iDcem  hnuE  upon  fa  is  coun- 
tenance; butlie  received  me  with 
ore  respect  than  he  did  jester- 
lyi  which,  I  preaume,  was  owing 
_  the  lady's  tavourable  character 
tfme. 
He  spoke  very  little ;  for  I  aup- 
~  they  had  all  their  tulli  out 
'day,  and  hefore  I  came  this 

By  the  hints  that  dropt,  I  per- 
erred  that  Miss  Howe's  letter 
ave  an  account  of  your  interview 
rith  her  at  Col.  Ambrose's  —  of 
Dor  professions  to  Miss  Howe; 
ad  Mita  Howe's  opinion,  that 
lUiying  you  was  the  only  way 
pw  left  to  repair  her  wrongs. 

Mr.  Hickman,  as  I  also  gAther- 
9,  had  pressed  her,  in  Miss  Hoire's 
une,  to  let  her,  on  her  i-eturn 
ram  the  Isle  of  Wight,  £nd  her  at 
.neighbouring  farmhouse.,  where 
eat  apartments  would  be  made 
«ady  to  receive  her.  She  asked 
WW  long  it  would  be  before  they 
xtomed?  And  he  told  her,  it 
proposed  to  be  no  more  tlutn , 


U 

afortnightout  andin.  Uponwhich 
she  said,  she  should  then  perhaps 
have  time  to  consider  of  that  kind 
proposal. 

He  had  tendered  her  money 
from  Mis3  Howe;  but  could  not 
induce  her  to  take  any.  No  won- 
der I  was  refused!  she  only  said, 
that  if  she  had  occasion,  she  would 
be  obliged   to  nobody   but  Miss 

Mr.  Goddard  her  apothecary 
came  in  hefore  hreakfaatwasover. 
At  her  desire  he  sat  down  with  us. 
Mr.  Hickman  asked  him,  if  he 
could  give  him  any  consolation  in 
relation,  to  Miss  Harlowo's  re- 
covery, to  carry  down  to  a  friend 
who  loved  her  aa  she  loved  her 
own  life? 

The  lady,  said  he ,  will  do  very 
well,  if  she  will  resolve  upon  it 
herself  Indeed  you  wUI,  madam. 
The  doctor  is  entirely  of  this 
opinion;  and  has  ordered  nothing 
for  you,  hut  weak  Jellies  and  in- 
nocent cordials,  lest  you  should 
starve  yourself.  And  let  me  tell 
you,  madam,  that  so  much  watch- 
ing, BO  little  nourishment,  andso 


vigorous  health,  and  to  wear 
out  the  strongest  constitution. 

What,  sir,  said  she,  can  1  do?  I 
hare  no  appetite.  Nothing  you 
call  nourishing  will  stay  on  my 
stomach.  J  do  what  1  can:  and 
have  such  kind  directors  in  Dr.  H. 
and  you,  that  I  should  be  inex- 
cusable if  I  did  not. 

I'll  give  you  a  regimen,  madam, 
replied  he;  which,  I  aTO,s«tft,V'v\ft 
doctor  will  ELppiove  oS.,  woA.  -wii. 
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make  physic  unnecessary  in  your 
case.  And  that  is ,  "  go  to  rest  at 
ten  at  ni^ht.  Kise  not  till  seven  in 
the  morning.  Let  your  breakfast 
be  water-grur.l ,  or  milk  pottage, 
or  weak  broths:  your  dinner  any 
thin^  you  like,  so  you  will  but  eat : 
a  disn  of  tea,  with  milk  in  the  after- 
noon; and  sago  for  your  supper: 
and,  my  life  for  yours,  this  diet, 
and  a  month's  country  air,  will  set 
youup." 

We  were  much  pleased  with  the 
worthy  gentleman's  disinterested 
regimen:  and  she  said,  referring 
to  ner  nurse  (who  vouched  for  her). 
Pray,  Mr.  Hickman,  let  Miss  Howe 
know  the  good  hands  I  am  in;  and 
as  to  the  kind  charge  of  the  gen- 
tleman, assure  her,  that  all  I  pro- 
mised to  her,  in  the  longest  of  my 
two  last  letters ,  on  the  subject  of 
my  health,  I  do  and  will,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  power,  observe.  I 
have  engaged,  sir,  (to  Mr.  God- 
dard)  I  have  engaged,  sir,  (to  me) 
to  Miss  Howe,  to  avoid  all  wilful 
neglects.  It  would  be  an  un- 
pardonable fault ,  and  very  ill  be- 
come the  character  I  would  be 
glad  to  deserve ,  or  the  temper  of 
mind  I  wish  my  friends  hereafter 
to  think  me  mistress  of,  if  I  did 
not. 

Mr.  Hickman  and  I  went  after- 
wards to  a  neighbouring  coflFee- 
bouse;  and  he  gave  me  some  ac- 
count of  your  behaviour  at  the  ball 
on  Monday  night,  and  of  your 
treatment  of  him  in  the  conference 
he  had  with  you  before  that ;  which 
he  represented  in  a  more  favour- 
able light  than  you  had  done 
roiirseii:  and  jet  he  gave  his  sen- 


timents of  you  with  great  free- 
dom ,  but  with  the  politeness  of  a 
gentleman. 

He  told  mehow  very  determined 
the  lady  was  against  marrying 
you;  that  she  had,  early  this 
morning,  set  herself  to  write  a 
letter  to  Miss  Howe ,  in  answer  to 
one  he  brought  her,  which  he  was 
to  call  for  at  twelve ,  it  being  al- 
most finished  before  he  saw  her 
at  breakfast;  and  that  at  three 
he  proposed  to  set  out  on  his  re- 
turn. 

He  told  me  that  Miss  Howe,  and 
her  mother  and  himself,  were  to 
begin  their  little  journey  for  the 
Isle  of  Wight  on  Monday  next: 
but  that  he  must  make  the  most 
favourable  representation  of  Miss 
Harlowe's  bad  health,  or  they 
should  have  a  very  uneasy  ab- 
sence. He  expressed  the  pleasure 
he  had  in  finding  the  lady  in  such 
good  hands.  He  proposed  to  call 
on  Dr.  H.  to  take  his  opinion  whe- 
ther it  were  likely  she  would  re- 
cover ;  and  hoped  he  should  find  it 
favourable. 

As  he  was  resolved  to  make  the 
best  of  the  matter,  and  as  the  lady 
had  refused  to  accept  of  money 
offered  by  Mr.  Hickman,  I  said 
nothing  of  her  parting  with  her 
clothes.  I  thought  it  would  serve 
no  other  end  to  mention  it,  but  to 
shock  Miss  Howe:  for  it  has  such 
a  sound  with  it,  that  a  woman  of 
her  rank  and  fortune  should  be  so 
reduced,  that  I  cannot  myself 
think  of  it  with  patience;  nor 
know  I  but  one  man  in  the  world 
who  can. 

This  gentleman  is  a  little  finical 


sai  formal.  Modest  or  diffident  I 
len  wear  not  soon  off  those  little 
raciseneases,  which  the  confident, 
'  ever  they  had  them ,  presently  | 
et  above;  because  they  are  too ' 
Dnfident  to  doubt  an^r  thing.  But 
think  Mr.  Hickman  is  an  agree- 
Me  sensible  man,  and  not  at  all 

^jaerving  of  the  treatment  or  the 

ftbaracteryoD  give  him. 


and  intellect,  above  all  the 

w,  and  a  face  that  would  de- 
e  the  devil,  joa  can't  think 
man  else  tolerable. 


ho,  not  having  thy  confidence  in 
leir outside  appearance,  seek  to 
de  their  delects  by  the  tailor's 
id  peruke-maker's  assistance 
iiistakenly  enough,  if  it  be  real- 
■  done  BD  absurdly  as  to  expose 
.em  more);  and  say'at  that  we 
>  bat  hang  out  a  sign,  in  our 
reas,  of  nhat  we  have  in  the  shop 
'  our   minds.     This  no  doubt, 

uthinkest,  is  smartly  observed: 
itpr'ythee,  Lovelace,  tell  me,  if 
lon  canst,  what  sort  of  a  sign 
<aat  thou  bang  out,  wert  thou 
iliged  to  give  us  a  clear  idea 
fit  of  the  furniture  of  l!iy  mind? 
Ur.Hickman  tells  mc,  hcshould 
i¥8  been  happy  with  Mias  Howe 
me  weeks  ago  (for  all  the  settle- 
eats  have  been  aome  time  en- 
NiBied);  but  that  she  will  not 
"  y,  aho  declares,  while  her 
!ar  friend  is  bo  unhappy. 

This  is  truly  a  charming  in- 
-nce  of  theforce  otfemtUe/ricnd- 
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ship;  which  you  and  I,  and  our 
brother  rakes,  have  constantly  ri- 
diculed as  a  chimerical  thing  in 
women  of  equal  age,  rank,  and 

But  really,  Lovelace,  I  see  more 
and  more,  that  there  are  not  in 
the  world,  with  all  our  conceited 
pride,  uarrower-souled  wretches 
than  we  rakes  and  libertines  are. 
And  I'll  tell  thee  how  it  comes 

Our  early  love  of  roguery  makes 
generally  run  away  ftom  in- 
' ' "  ;  and  so  we  become  more 
D  the 


»  more  to  be  known. 

With  an  infinite  deal  of  vanity, 

i-reined  imaginations,  and  no 
'judgments  at  all,  we  next  com- 
mence hfUf-min,  and  then  think  we 
have  the  whole  field  of  knowledge 
in  possession,  and  despise  ever^ 
^ne  who  takes  more  pains,  and  is 
more  serious,  than  ourselves,  as 
phlegmatic  stupid  fellows,  who 
have  no  taste  for  the  most 
poignant  pleasures  oflife. 

This  makes  us  insufierable  to 
men  of  modesty  and  merit,  and 
obUges  us  to  herd  with  those  of 
our  own  cast;  and  by  this  means 
we  have  no  opportunities  of  seeing 
or  conversing  with  any  body  who 
could  or  would  shew  us  what  we 
are,  and  so  we  conclude,  thatwe 
are  the  cleverest  fellows  in  the 
world,  and  theonlymenoi'spiritin 
it:  andlookiug  down  with  snper- 
cilious  eyes  on  all  wlw  ^v^t  'mA. 
themselvea  ttie  Vi\KiY\ifta  ■»&  ^.B^^A^ 
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imagine  the  world  made  for  us, 
and  for  us  only. 

Thus  as  to  useful  knowledge, 
while  others  go  to  the  bottom,  we 
only  skim  the  surface;  are  de- 
spised by  people  of  solid  sense,  of 
true  honour,  and  superior  talents; 
and  shutting  our  eyes,  move  round 
and  round  (like  so  many  blind 
mill-horses)  in  one  narrow  circle, 
while  we  imagine  we  have  all  the 
world  to  range  in. 

*  *  * 

I  threw  myself  in  Mr.  Hick- 
man's way,  on  his  return  irom  the 
lady. 

He  was  excessively  moved  at 
taking  leave  of  her ;  being  afraid, 
as  he  said  to  me  (though  he  would 
not  tell  her  so)  that  he  should 
never  see  her  again.  She  charged 
him  to  represent  every  thing  to 
Miss  Howe  in  the  most  favourable 
light  that  the  truth  would  bear. 

He  told  me  of  a  tender  passage 
at  parting;  which  was,  that  having 
saluted  her  at  her  closet- door,  he 
could  not  help  once  more  taking 
the  same  liberty,  in  a  more  fer- 
vent manner,  at  the  stairs-head, 
whither  she  accompanied  him; 
and  this  in  the  thought,  that  it 
was  the  last  time  he  should  ever 
have  that  honour;  and  offering  to 
apologize  for  his  freedom  (for  he 
had  pressed  her  to  his  heart  with 
a  vehemence,  that  he  could  neither 
account  for  nor  resist) — "Excuse 
you,  Mr.  Hickman!  that  I  will: 
you  are  my  brother  and  my  friend : 
and  to  shew  you,  that  the  good 
man  who  is  to  be  happy  with  my 
beloved  Miss  Howe,  is  very  dear 
to  me,  yoM  shall  carry  to  her  this 


token  of  my  love"  [offering  her 
sweet  face  to  his  salute,  and 
pressing  his  hand  between  hers] : 
*And  perhaps  her  love  of  me  will 
make  it  more  agreeable  to  her, 
than  her  punctilio  would  other- 
wise allow  it  to  be:  and  tell  her, 
said  she,  dropping  on  one  knee, 
with  clasped  hands,  and  uplifted 
eyes,  that  in  this  posture  you  see 
me,  in  the  last  moment  of  our 
parting,  begging  a  blessing  upon 
you  both,  and  uiat  you  may  be 
the  delight  and  comfort  of  each 
other  for  many,  very  many  happy 
years ! " 

Tears,  said  he,  fell  from  my 
eyes :  I  even  sobbed  with  mingled 
joy  and  sorrow:  and  she  retreat- 
ing as  soon  as  I  raised  her,  I  went 
down  stairs  highly  dissatisfied 
with  myself  for  going ;  yet  unable 
to  stay;  my  eyes  hxed  the  con- 
trary way  to  my  feet,  as  long  as  I 
could  behold  the  skirts  of  her  rai- 
ment. 

I  went  into  the  back-shop,  con- 
tinued the  worthy  man,  and  re- 
commended the  angelic  lady  to 
the  best  care  of  Mrs.  Smith;  and, 
when  I  was  in  the  street,  cast  my 
eye  up  at  her  window:  there,  for 
the  last  time,  I  doubt,  said  he,  that 
I  shall  ever  behold  her,  I  saw  her; 
and  she  waved  her  charming  hand 
to  me,  and  with  such  a  look  of 
smiling  goodness,  and  mingled 
concern,  as  I  cannot  describe. 

Pr'ytheetellme,  thou  vile  Love- 
lace, if  thou  hast  not  a  notion, 
even  from  these  jejune  de- 
scriptions of  mine,  that  there  must 
be  a  more  exalted  pleasure  in  in- 
tellectual friendship,    than  ever 
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^thou  conldst  taste  in  the  gross 
Amies  of  seuaualit;?  And  whe- 
ther it  la&y  not  be  possible  for 
thee,  in  time,  to  give  that  pre- 
ference to  the  infinilely  preferable, 
r  which,  I  hope,  uovr,  that  I  shall 
tilwayagive? 

I  will  leave  thee  to  make  the 
oat  of  this  reflection,  from 
Thy  true  friend, 

J.  Belfood. 

I^TTEH  VI. 


TiiBailB7  -TttJ  J  «5. 
YtiiTK  two  affecting  letters  were 
brought  to  me  (>is  1  had  directed 
■>  Any  letter  from  you  should  he)  to 
thv  colonel's,  about  an  hour  be- 
fora  we  broke  up.  1  could  not  fur- 
bear  dipping  into  them  there ;  and 
Bheddin^  more  tears  over  them 
"*lian  I  will  tell  you  of;  aUhough  1 
Wed  my  eyes  as  well  as  I  could, 
hat  the  company  I  was  obliged  to 
•turn  to,  aud  my  mother  should 
s  little  of  my  concern  as  pos- 

a  yet  (and  was  then  still 
r6}_  eicessively  flmtered.  The 
AeiOD  I  will  coLumunicate  to 
.ttby-and-by:  for  uotbins  hut 
e  fiatters  given  by  the  stroke  of 
tth  oould  divert  my  first  atten- 
n  from  the  sad  and  solemn  con- 
tB  of  your  last  favour.  Those 
foie  I  must  be^iu  with. 
.  w  can  I  bear  the  thoughts  of 
ingso  dear  a  friend!  1  will  not 
nch  as  Buppoee  it.  Indeed  I 
tyll  Such  a  mind  as  yours  was 
,  vested  in  humanity  to  be 
l^t^lied  n^ay  from  us  so  soon, 


There  must  be  still  a  great  deal 
for  you  to  do  for  the  good  of  all 
who  have  the  huppineas  to  know 
yon. 

You  enumerate  iu  your  letter  of 
Thursday  last,*  the  parlionlars 
in  which  your  situation  is  already 
mendedzlet  me  see  by  effects  that 
yon  are  in  earnest  in  that  enume- 
ration; and  that  you  really  have 
Ihe  courage  to  resolve  to  get 
above  the  sense  of  injuries  ■yon 
could  not  avoid;  aud  then  will  I 
trust  to  Providence  and  my 
humble  prayers  for  your  perfect 


little  island,  to  find  you  well 
enough  to  be  near  us,  according 
to  the  proposal  Mr.  Hickman  has 
to  make  to  you. 

You  chide  me  in  yours  of  Sun- 
day on  the  freedom  I  take  with 
your  friends.** 

1  may  be  warm.  I  know  I  am  — 
too  warm.  Yet  warmth  in  friend- 
ship, surely,  cannot  be  a  crime; 
especially  when  our  Irieiid  has 
great  merit,  labours  under  op- 
pression, and  is  struggb'ng  with 
undeserved  calaioity. 

1  have  no  notion  of  coolness  in 
friendship,  be  It  dignified  or  dis- 
tinguished by  the  name  of  pru- 
deni:e,  or  what  it  will. 

You.  may  excuse  your  relations. 
It  was  ever  yoiu;  way  to  do  so. 
But,  my  dear,  other  people  must 
be  allowed  to  judge  as  they 
please.  I  am  not  Iheir  daughter, 
nor  the  sister  of  your  brother  and 
sister —  1  thank  heaven,  I  am  not. 
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But  if  you  are  displeased  with ; 
me  for  the  freedoms  I  took  so  long ' 
ago  as  you  mention,  I  am  afraid,  I 
ifyou  Knew  what  passed  upon  an 
application  I  made  to  your  sister 
very  lately  (in  hopes  to  procure 
you  the  absolution  your  heart  is 
so  much  set  upon)  that  you  would 
be  still  more  concerned.   But  they 
have  been  even  with  me  —  but  I 
must  not  tell  you  all.    I  hope, 
however,   that  these  unforgivers 
[my  motherV  among  them]  were 
always   good,    dutS'ul,    passive 
children  to  their  parents. 

Once  more  forgive  me.  I  owned 
I  was  too  warm.  But  I  have  no 
example  to  the  contrary,  but  from 
you:  and  the  treatment  you  meet 
with  is  very  little  encouragement 
to  me  to  endeavour  to  imitate  you 
in  your  dutiful  meekness. 

You  leave  it  to  me  to  give  a  ne- 
gative to  the  hopes  of  the  noble 
family,  whose  only  disgrace  is, 
that  so  very  vile  a  man  is  so  nearly 
related  to  them.  But  yet  —  alas ! 
my  dear,  I  am  so  fearful  of  con- 
sequences, so  selfishly  fearful,  if 
this  negative  must  be  given  —  I 
don't  ^ow  what  I  should  say  — 
but  give  me  leave  to  suspend, 
however,  this  negative,  till  1  hear 
from  you  again. 

This  earnest  courtship  of  you 
into  their  splendid  family  is  so 
very  honourable  to  you  —  they  so 
justly  admire  you  —  you  must 
have  had  such  a  noble  triumph  over 
the  base  man  —  He  is  so  much 
in  earnest  —  the  world  knows  so 
much  of  the  unhappy  affair  —  you 
may  do  still  so  much  good  —  your 
will  is  so  inviolate  —  your  rela- 


tions are  so  implacable  — think 
dear,  and  re-think. 

And  let  me  leave  you  to  do  so, 
while  I  give  you  the  occasion  of 
the  flutter  I  mentioned  at  the  be- 
ginning of  this  letter;  in  the  con- 
clusion of  which  you  will  find  tiie 
obligation  I  have  consented  td  lAy 
myself  under,  to  refer  this  impor- 
tant point  once  more  to  yV)ur  dis- 
cussion, before  I  give  in  your 
name,  the  negative  that  cannot, 
when  given,  be  with  honour  to 
yourself  repented  of  or  recalled. 

Know  then,  my  dear,  that  I 
accompanied  my  mother  to  Co- 
lonel Ambrose's,  on  the  occasion  I 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  former. 
Many  ladies  and  gentlemen  were 
there  whom  you  know;  parti- 
cularly Miss  Kitty  D'Oily,  Miss 
Lloyd,  Miss  Biddy  d'OUyffe,  Miss 
Biddulph,  and  their  respective 
admirers  with  the  colonel's  two 
nieces:  fine  women  both;  besides 
many  whom  you  know  nof^  for 
they  were  strangers  to  me  but  by 
name.  A  splendid  company,  and 
all  pleased  with  one  another,  till 
Colonel  Ambrose  introduced  one, 
who,  the  moment  he  was  brought 
into  the  great  hall,  set  the  whole 
assembly  into  a  kind  of  agita- 
tion. 

It  was  your  villain. 

I  thought  I  should  have  sunk  as 
soon  as  1  set  my  eyes  upon  him. 
My  mother  was  also  affected;  and, 
coming  to  me,  Nancy,  whispered 
she,  can  you  bear  tiie  sight  of 
that  wretch  without  too  mucn  emo- 
tion?—  If  not,  withdraw  into  the 
next  apartment. 

I  could  not  remove.    Every  bo- 
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^Bf's  ejes  were  elaaccd  from  bim 

^^o  me.     I  eat  down  and  fanned 

■     myself,  and  wiis  forced  to  order 

a.  glass  of  water.     0  that  1  had 

the  eje  the  bafiltnk  is  reported  to 

have,  thoughtl,  aud  that  his  life 

3  withiu  the  ^ower  of  itl  — 

directlj  would  I  kill  him. 

"  with  an  air  bo  hate- 
fnl  to  me,  but  so  agreeable  to 
every  other  eye ,  that  I  could  have 
looked  him  dead  for  that ' 

After  the  general  aalutationB  he 
singled  out  Mr.  Hickman,  ---■ 
told  him ,  he  bad  recollected : 
parts  of  his  behaviour  t«  him  when 
he  saw  bim  last,  which  had  made 
him  think  himself  under  obliga- 
tion to  his  patience  and  polite- 

Andso,  indeed,  he  was. 

Miss  D'Oily,  upon  his  compli- 
menting her  among  a  knot  of 
ladies,  asked  him  m  their  hear- 
,  bow  Miea  Clarissa  Harlowe 
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You  are  very  good  to  me ,  Mjbb 
D'Oily. 

Inaeed  I  am  not. 

Then  1  am  the  only  person  to 
whom  you  are  nii(  very  good:  and 

I  [  am  the  less  obliged  to  you. 

Ilo  turned,  with  an  unconcerned 

r,  to  MissPiayforf,  and  made 
her  some  genteel  compliments.  1 
believe  yon  know  her  not.  She 
visits  his  cousins  Montague.  In- 
deed he  had  something  in  his  spe- 
cious manner  to  say  to  every 
body;  and  this  too  soon  ouietcd 
the  disgust  ea.ch  person  haa  at  his 


did-! 

He  heard,  he 
not  BO  well  as  he  wished  you  to  be, 
and  as  you  deserved 

O,  Mr.  Lovelace,  said  she, 
what  have  you  to  answer  for  on 
that  young lady'a  account,  if  all 
be  true  that  I  have  heard. 

I  have  a  great  deal  to  answei 
for,  eaid  the  uublushing  villain: 
])ut  that  dear  lady  has  so  man; 
excellencies,  and  so  much  deli- 
cacy, that  little  sins  are  great 
ones  in  her  eye. 

■  ZifHesins.' repliedMiHsD'Oily; 
I  B&.Lovelace's  character  is  so  well 
I  known,  that  nobody  believes  he 
K     fion  commit  fi'if/e 

^L        OlO-iiio.  IK 


1  still  kept  my  seat,  and  he 
either  saw  me  not,  or  would  not 
yet  see  me;  and  addressing  him- 
self to  my  mother,  taking  her  un- 
willing hand,  with  au  air  of  high 
asBurauce,  1  am  glad  to  see  you 
here,  madam,  1  hope  MissHowe 
is  well.  I  have  reason  to  complain 

freatly  of  her:  but  hope  to  owe  to 
er  the  highest  obtigatiou  thatcan 
be  laid  on  man. 

My  daughter,  air,  is  accnstjimed 
to  be  too  warm  and  too  zealous  in 
her  friendships  for  either  my  tran- 
quillity, or  her  own. 

There  had  indeed  been  some 
late  occasion  given  for  mutual 
displeasure  between  my  mother 
and  me:  but  I  think  she  might 
have  spared  this  to  iiin ;  though 
nobody  heard  it  I  believe  but  the 
person  to  whom  it  was  spoken,  and 
the  lady  who  told  it  me;  for  my 
mother  spoke  it  low. 

We  are  not  wholly,  madam,  to 
live  for  ourselves,  said  the  vile 
hypocrite;  itianot  every  one  wl\'s 
has  a  soul  capa-toVe  o^  'ineiv&^vi&-. 
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and  what  a.  heart  miiBt  that  be, 
■which  can,  be  insensible  to  the  in- 
terests of  a  Buffering  frieod? 

This  senllment  from  Mi.  Love- 
lace's mouth!  said  my  mother  — 
forgireme,  sir;  hut  you  can  have 
no  end,  Hurely,  in  eudeavouring 
to  make  me  think ,  as  well  of  you 
as  some  innocent  creatures  l^ve 
thought ofrou,  totheircoEt. 

She  would  have  flung  from  him. 
But,  detaining  her  hand  —  Leas 
severe,  dear  madam,  said  he,  be 
less  severe  in  f/us  place,  I  beseech 
you.  You  will  allow,  that  a  very 
faulty  person  may  see  his  errors; 
and  when  he  does,  and  owns  them, 
and  repents,  should  he  not  be 
treated  mercifully? 

Your  air,  sir,  seems  not  to  be 
that  of  a  penitent.  But  the  place 
may  as  properly  excuse  this  sub- 
ject, as  what  you  call  my  se- 
verity. 

But  dearest  madam,  permit  me 
to  »ay ,  that  I  hope  for  your  inter- 
est with  your  charming  daughter 
{was  his  sycophant  word)  to  have 
it  put  in  my  power  to  convince  all 
the  world,  tliat  there  never  was  a 
truer  penitent.      And  why,  why 


a  HISTOBV  OF 


ir,    (taking  her  hand  as  he 

«d  my  mother's)  tell  me,  tell 

is  Miss  Arabella  Harlowe 

here?    Or  willshe  behere?   Iwas 

informed  she  would  —  and  this, 

and  the  opportunity  of  paying  my 

compliments  to  youx  friend  Misa 

owe,   were  great  indueements 

ith  me  to  attend  the  coloneL 

Superlative  assurance!   was  it 

not,  my  dear? 

Miss  Arabella  Harlowe,  exeusa 

e,  sir,  said  Misa  Lloyd,  would 

be  very  little  inclined  to  meet  yon 

here,  or  any  where  else. 

Perhaps  80,  my  dear  Miss  Lloyd: 
but,  perhaps,  for  that  very  rea- 


his)  these  violent  airs  —  ao  tnaUien- 
lyl  [impudent  fellow!]  —  May  I 
not  aak,  if  Miss  Howe  be  here? 

She  would  not  have  been  here, 
replied  my  mother,had  she  known 
whom  she  had  been  to  see. 

Ajid    is    she    here,    then? 
Thank  heaven!  —  he  disenffa^ed 
her  hand,  and  stept  forward  '   ' 
company. 

Deur  Miss  Lloyd,  saidLe,  with 


I  a 


Miss  Harlowe,  bu-,  said  Hiss 
Biddulph,  with  a  threatening  air, 
will  hardi;^  be  here  without  her 
brother.  1  imagine ,  if  one  eomes, 
both  will  come. 

Heaven  grant  they  both  mayl 
said  the  wretch.  Nothing,  Miss 
Biddulph,  shall  begin  from  me  to 
disturb  this  assembly,  I  assure 
you,  if  they  do.  One  calm  half- 
hour's  conversation  with  that  bro- 
ther and  sister,  would  be  a  most 
fortunate   opportunity  to  me,  i 

[ireseoce  of  the  colonel  and  hi 
ady,  or  whom  else  they  should 
choose. 

Then  turning  round,  as  if  de- 
sirous to  find  out  the  otieor  

other,  or  both,  he 'spied  me,  and 
with  a  very  low  bow,  approached 

1  was  all  in  a  flatter,  you  may 
suppose.  He  would  have  taken 
my  baud.  I  refused  it,  all  glowing 
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irith  indignation:   every  body's 

I  went  Irom  him  to  the  other 
Ind  of  the  room,  and  sat  down, 
I  I  thought,  out  of  his  hated 
Urht:  bat  preseutly  I  heard  liis 
•Uouevoice,  whispering,  behind 
my  chair,  (he  leaning  upon  the 
backofit,  with  impudent  uncon- 
cern) Charming  Miss  Huwel  look- 
ing over  my  shoulder:  one  reqitest 
—  iHtftrtedup  ftommy  seat;  but 
could  hardly  atand  neither,  for 
rery  indignation  —  O  this  sweet, 
bnt  becoming  disdain!  whispered 
on  the  insuferabie  creature  —  1 
am  sorry  to  give  you  all  this 


;  but  e: 


1  houje,  let  me  entreat  froi 
!   quarter    of  an  hour's 
Ibdience.    —    1    beseech    you, 
but  one  quarter  of  an 
any    of  the    adjoining 
butmeDts. 
^Not  for  a  kinrjdnm^    fluttering 
Bjfan.  Iknewnotwhat  I  did.  — 
Wt  I  could  have  killed  him. 
f  Wo  are  so  much  observed  — 
'  e  on  my  knees,  my  dear  Miss 
we,  would  I  beg  your  interest 
liyour  charming  triend. 
*m'11  have  nothing  to  say  to 

f  I  had  not  then  your  lettew ,  my 

»X[|lling  words!  —  But  indeed 
^  have  deserved  them,  and  a 
'  1  my  heart  besides,     ' 

D  ao  conicious  of 

latl  have  no  hop* 

___rp0iition  ~-  could  I  owe  "that 

mntr  to  Miss  Howe's  mediation, 
■hicb  I  cannot  hopi 
UlCT  account  — 


ji/y mediation ,  vileatofmen! — 
Jfj  mediation!  —  I  abhor  you!  — 
FrommysouJ,  I  abhor  you,  vilest 
of  men!  —  Three  or  four  times  I 
■epeated  these  words,  atammer- 
ng  too.  —  IwaseiccBsively  flut- 

You  can  call  me  nothing,  ma- 
dam, BO  bad  as  I  will  call  myself. 
lAai'ebeen,  indeed,  the  vilest  of 
m;  but  uowl  am  not  so.  Permit 
I  ^  every  body's  eyes  are  upon 
!  —  but  one  moment's  audience 
to  exchange  but  ten  words  with 
you.,  dearest  Miss   Howe  —  in 
whose  presence  you  please  —  for 
your  dear  friend's  sake  —  but  ten 
words  with  you  in  the  next  apart- 

It  is  an  insult  upoD  me,  topre- 
ime,  that  I  would  exchange  one 
ith  you,  if  1  could  help  it!  — 
Out  of  my  way!     Outof  my  sight 

—  feUow  I 

And  away  I  would  have  flung: 
but  he  took  my  baud.  I  was  ex- 
cesaively  disordered.  —  Every 
body's  eyes  more  and  more  intent 

Mr.  Hickman,  whom  my  mother 
bad  drawn  on  one  side,  to  enjoin 
him  a  patience,  which  perhaps 
needed  not  to  have  been  enforced, 
came  up  just  then,  with  my  mother, 
wbohadhimbyhisleading-Htringa 

—  by  his  sleeve  1  should  say. 

Mr.  Hickman,  said  the  bold 
wretch,  be  mv  advocate  but  for 
ten  words  in  the  next  apartment 
with  Miss  Ho  we,  in  your  presence; 
and  in  yours,  madam,  to  my 
mother. 


r 
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To  e 


',  rid  of  him, 


Bay  to  you, 
hear  his  len 

Excuse  me,  madam  I  his  very 
breath  —  nnhaudme,  sir! 

He  sighed  aud  looked  —  O  how 
the  practised  villain  sighed  and 
looked!  He  then  let  go  my  hand, 
with  such  a  reverence  in  his  man- 
ner, as  brought  blame  upon  me 
from  some,  that  1  would  not  hear 
him.  —  And  this  incensed 
more.  0  my  dear,  this  man  is  a 
devil!  ThismanisiWefiJadeFiU 
—  So  much  patience  when  he 
pleaseal  So  much  gentleness! 
Yet aoresolutc,  soperaiatiug, 
audacious! 

I  was  going  out  of  the  assembly 
in  great  diaorder.     " 

How  kind  this  is,8aid  thevrretch 
and,  ready  to  follow  me,  opened 
the  door  for  me. 

I  turned  back  upon  this;  and 
notknowing  what  Idtd,  snapped 
my  fan  just  in  his  face,  aa  be 
turned  short  upon  me;  and  the 
powder  flew  from  bis  hair. 

Every  body  seemed  as  much 
pleased,  aa  I  was  vexed. 

He    turned   to   Mr.   Hickman, 


n;  Mr.  Hickman,  you  will  be 
one  of  the  happiest  men  in  the 
world,  because  you  are  a  good 
man,  and  will  do  nothing  to  pro- 
voke thia  passionate  lady;  and 
because  she  has  too  much  good 
sense  to  be  provoked  without  rea- 
son :  but  else  the  lord  have  mercy 
upon  you! 

This  man,  this  Mr.  Hickman, 
my  deaij  is  too  meek  far  a  man. 


Indeed  he  is.  —  But  my  patient 
mother  twits  me,  that  her 
sionate  daughter  ought  to 
him  Ihe  belfer  for  that.  But  me«k 
men  abroad  ore  not  always  meek 
men  at  home.  I  have  observed 
that  in  more  instances  than 
and  if  they  tceie,  I  should  not,  I 
verily  think,  like  them  the  better 
for  being  so. 

He  then  turned  to  mr  mot 
resolved  to  be  even  with  her  .   _ . 
Where,  good  madam,  could  Mies 
Howe  get  all  this  spirit? 

Tbe  company  around  smiled, 
for  I  need  not  t£ll  you ,  that  my 
mother'shighspiritednessis  prett 
well  known;  and  she,  sadly  rezec , 
said,  Sir,  yon  treat  me,  as  you  do 
the  rest  ot  the  world  —  but  — 

I  beg  pardon,  madam,  inter* 
rupted  he:  I  might  have  spared 
my  question —  and  instantly  (I  re- 
tiring to  the  other  end  of  the  hall) 
be  turned  to  MissPlayford;  What 
would  I  give,  madam,  to  liearyou 
sine  tbat  song  you  obliged  us  with. 
at  Lord  M.'s! 

He  then,  as  if  nothing  bad  hap- 
pened, fell  inlJD  a  conversation 
withberaudMissD'Ollyffe,!  , 
music;  and  wiiisperingiy  sung  to 
Miss  Flayford;  holding  her  two 
hands,  with  such  airs  of  genteel 
unooneem ,  that  it  vexed  me  not  a 
little  to  look  round,  and  see  how 
pleased  half  tbe  giddy  fools  of  our 
sex  were  with  him ,  notwithstand' 
ing  bis  notorious  wicked  character. 
To  this  it  is,  that  such  vile  fellows 
owemucb  of  their  vilcneo8:whereM 
if  they  found  themselves  shunned, 
and  despised ,  and  treated  as 
beasts  of  prey,  as  theyare,  they 


^*wonI» 
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id  ran  to  their  caverns;  there 
kowlbftbetngelves,  anduoat 
auch  as  sad  accident,  or  unpitiahle 
preHiunption ,  threw  in  their  way, 
ironld  suffer  bj  them. 

He  afterwards  tallced  very  ae- 
riously,  at  timea,  to  Mr.  Hicktniui : 
at  (mia»,  leayjforit  was  withsuch 
breaks  and  starts  ofeaietj,  turn- 
ing to  this  lady,  andtothat,  and 
then  to  Mr.  Uicliman  again,  re- 
suming a  serious  or  a  gay  air  at 
pleaaiire,that  betook  everybody's 
eye,  the  women's  especially ;  wno 
were  fnll  of  their  whispenag  ad- 
miiations  of  him,  qualified  with 
ips  and  b\ifg  and  tp/iuf  p('(j's,  and 
mob  sort  of  stuff,  that  shewed  in 
leir  very  dispraises   too   much 


^»|Well 
^^fed  ridi 
^Tjnthitili 


Well  may  our  sex  be  the  sporl 

td  ridlciue   uf  such  libertines! 

fnthinking  eye-governed  crea- 
tures! —  Would  not  a  little  re- 
flection teach  us,  that  a  man  of 
merit  must  he  a  man  of  modesty, 
hecanseadiffideutone?  Andthal 
Hcb  a  wretch  as  this  must  have 
l^en  his  degrees  in  wickedness, 
pud  gone  through  a  course  of  vite- 
Ems,  before  he  could  arrive  at 
tbia  impenetrable  effrontery?  an 
effrontery  which  can  proceed  only 
&om  the  light  opinion  he  has  of 
OS,  and  the  high  one  of  himself. 

GutourseiaregeneratlymodeBt 
and  bashful  themselveB,  and  are 
too  apt  to  consider  that  which  in 
the  main  is  their  principal  grace, 
as  a  defect:  and  fineln  do  they 
judge,  when  they  think  of  aupply- 
ing  that  defect  by  choosing  a  man 
th  at  cannot  be  ashamed. 

His  discourse  to  Mi.  Hickman 
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turned  upon  you,  and  his  acknow- 
ledged injuries  of  you :  though  he 
could  so  lightly  start  from  the 
subject ,  ana  return  to  it. 

I  have  no  patience  with  such  a 
devil  —  man  he  cannot  be  called. 
To  be  sure  he  would  behave  in  the 
same  manner  any  whore,  or  in  any 
presence,  even  at  the  altar  itself, 
if  a  woman  were  with  him  there. 

It  shall  ever  he  a  rule  with  me, 
that  he  who  does  not  regard  a 


with  s 


I^  had  the  contidence  to  offer 
to  take  me  out;  but  I  absolutely 
refused  him ,  and  shunned  him  all 
Icould,  putting  on  the  most  con- 
temptuous airs;  but  nothing  could 
mortify  him. 

1  wished  twenty  times  I  bad  not 
been  there. 

The  gentlemen  were  as  readj 
as  1  to  wish  he  had  broken  his 
neck,  rather  than  been  present,  1 
believer  for  nobody  was  regarded 
but  he.  So  little  of  the  fop;  yet 
so  elegant  and  rich  in  his  dress: 
his  person  ao  specious:  his  air  so 
intrepid:  ao  much  meaning  and 
penetration  in  hia  face:  s 
gaiety,yetao  little  of  the  ni 
though  a  travelled  gentlen 
DO  affectation;  no  mere 
man;  but  all  manly; 
eouraee  andwit,  the  one  si 
the  other  so  dreaded,  you  must 
think  the  petits-maitres  (of  which 
there  were  four  or  five  present) 
were  moat  deplorably  off  in.  te. 
company;  and  oue  pa.-se  ?,ca-  I 
tleman  observed  to  me  (^Xtwiei^aJ 


in,  yet 
5  tonpet- 

)0  known. 
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Bee  me  ebnn  him  )u  I  did)  that  the 
poet's  observation  waa  too  true, 
that  the  generality'  of  ladies  were 
- '  B  in  Ihar  Jiearls ,  or  they  could 
be  so  much  taken  with  a  man 
who  had  90  DotoriouE  a,  character. 

I  told  him,  the  reflection  both  of 
the  poet  and  applier  waa  mnch 
too  general ,  and  made  with  more 
ill-aatare  than  good  manners. 

When  the  wretch  saw  bow  in- 
dustriously I  avoided  hira  (ahift- 
ing  from  one  part  of  the  hall  to 
another)  he  atlast  boldly  Btept  up 
to  me.asmymotherandMr.Uick- 
man  were  taUdng  to  me;  and  thus 
before  them  accosted  me : 

I  beg  your  pardon,  madam;  but 
by  your  motner's  leave,  I  must 
Jiave  a  few  moments'  conversation 
with  you,  either  here,  or  at  your 
own  house;  and  I  beg  you  will 
give  me  the  opportunity. 

Nancy,  said  my  mother,  hear 
what  he  has  to  say  to"  you.  In 
nypreaence  youmay:  and  better 
n  the  adjoining  apartment',  if  '' 
must  be.  than  to  come  to  you 

1  retired  to  one  comer  of  the 
ball,  my  mother  following  me,  and 
be,  tating  Mr.  Hickman  under 
the  arm.  Following  her  —  Well, 

ir,  said  I,  what  have  you  to  aay? 

-  Tell  me  heie. 
I  have  been  telling  Mr.  Hick- 

aaii,  said  he,  how  much  I  am  con- ' 
cemed  for  the  injuries  Ihave  done 
to  the  most  excellent  woman  in 
the  world:  and  yet,  that  she  ob~ 
tained  such  a  glorious  triumph 
over  me  the  last  time  I  had  the 
honour  to  see  her,  aa,  with  my 
peaitence,  ought  to  have  abated 


t: 


her  former  resentments :  but  that 
1  will ,  with  all  my  sonl ,  en  ter  into 
to  obtain  her  for- 
giveoesa  of  me.  My  cousins  Mon- 
tague have  told  you  this.  Lady 
Betty  and  Lady  Sarah,  and  my 

are  engaged  for 
hononr.     I  know  your  power 

dear  creature.      My  couains 

me,  you  gave  them  hopes  you 

would  use  it  ia  my  behalf.    My 

Lord  M.  and  his  two  sisters,  are 

of  it 

her  before  now:  I  hope  yoi      .   _. 

And  will  you  be  so  goodaa  to  tell 

if  I  may  have  any  hopes? 

■I  must  speak  on  this  subject, 

me  tell  you,  that  you  have 

broken  her  heart.     Youknownot 

the  value  of  the  lady  you  havein- 

jured.   You  deserve  her  not.   And 

she  despises  you,  as  she  ought. 

DeacMisBliowe,minglenotpa8- 

jn  with  denunciations  so  severe^ 
I  must  know  my  fate.  I  will  go 
,  if  I  find  her  ab- 
solutely irreconcileable.  But  I 
hope  she  will  give  me  leave  to  at- 
tend upon  her,  to  know  my  doom 
from  her  own  mouth. 

It  would  be  death  immediate  for 
her  to  see  you.  And  what  must 
yo\i  be ,  to  be  able  to  look  her  ia 
the  face? 

1  then  reproached  him  (with 
vehemence  enough  you  may  be- 
lieve] on  his  baaeueas,  and  the 
evila  he  bad  made  you  suffer:  the 
distress  he  had  reduced  you  to  ^all 
your  friends  made  your  enemies: 
the  vile  house  he  had  carried  you 
to:  hinted  at  his  villainous  arts; 
the  dreadful  arrest:  and  told  Mm 


hAvehira. 

He  vindicated  not  any  p!irt  of 
hHCOiidact,but  that  of'theitrrest; 
and  M)  Botemnly  protested  hU  eor- 
lotr  forhia  usage  of  you,  accusiog 
himself  in  the  freest  manner ,  and 
by  deserved  appellations,  that  I 
promieed  to  lay  before  you  this 
part  of  our  conrerefLtion,  And 
nawyoDhaveit. 

My  mother,  as  well  aa  Mr.  Hick- 
man, believes,  from  what  passed 
•D  this  occasion,  that  he  istoucbed 
in  oonscience  for  the  wrongs  he 
Ins  done  you:  but,  by  his  whole 
behaviour,  I  must  own,  it  seems  to 
EU  tiiat  nothing  caa  touch  him 
fa  half  an  hour  together.  Yet  I 
bftieno  doubt,  that  he  would  wil- 
Hp^y  manv  yon:  and  it  piijues 
hia  pride,  I  conld  see,  that  he 
■faoild  be  denied;  as  it  did  mine, 
that  Huch  a  wretcli  had  dared  to 
(hint  it  in  hia  poiver  ta  have  Bucb 
ft  ngmaa  whenever  he  pleased; 
i  that  it  must  be  accounted  a 
soenston,  and  matter  of  obli- 
1  (by  all  his  own  family  at 
4  that  he  would  vouchsafe  to 
i&  of  marriage. 
F-Sov,  my  dear,  you  have  before 
-  "  ■easori  why  1  suspend  the 
neeative  to  the  ladies  of 
bfanily.  My  mother,  Miss  Lloyd, 
id  llise  BJddulph ,  who  were  in- 
Kjtitive  after  the  subject  of  our 
';ed  conversation,   and  whose 

Mity  I  thought  it  was  right,  in 

■ome  degree,  to  gratify  (especially 
as  tiioie  young  ladies  are  of  oar 
Klect  acquaintance),   are  all  of 
I      apinion  that  you  should  be  hie. 
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Vou  will  let  Mr.  Hickman  koow 
your  whole  mind;  and  when  he 
acquaints  me  with  it,  1  will  tell 
yon  all  my  own. 

Meantime,  may  the  newB  he 
will  bring  me  of  the  state  of  your 
health,  be  favourable !  prays,  with 
the  utmost  fervency. 

Your  ever  faithftil  and  affec- 
tionate, 

Asm  A  Howe. 

LETTER  Vn. 


Aftbr  I  have  thankfiiily  ac- 
knowledged your  fevour  in  send- 
ing Mr.  Hickman  to  visit  me 
before  yon  .set  out  upon  your  in- 
tended journey,  Imust  chide y( 


it  is  if  it  would  not  admit  of  that 
cementing  freedom)  for  suspending 
the  decisive  negative,  which,  upon 
sueh  full  dehberatioa,  I  had  en- 
treated yon  to  give  to  Mr.  Love- 
lace's relations. 

I  am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged  to 
repeat  to  you,  my  dear,  whoKnow 
me  BO  well,  that,  were  I  sure  1 
should  live  many  years,  I  would 
not  have  Mr.  Lovelace ;  much  less 
can  I  think  of  him,  as  it  is  pro- 


fame,  yetlnever  thought  it  right 
to  give  more  than  a  secuiul  place 
to  the  world's  opinion.  T;\s.c  ti«X- 
lengesmade  to  Mi-^^-^^a-eai^t  - 


my  reputation:  and  what  ail- 
vantage  would  it  be  to  me,  were  il 
retrieTable,  and  were  I  to  live 
long,  if  Icould  not  acquit  myself 
to  Msedf* 

Ilaving  in  mj  former  said  eo 
much  on  the  ficedoma  you  have 
taken  with  nij  friends ,  1  shall  say 
the  less  now;  but  i/our  hint,  tbat 
Honiething  else  has  newly  passed 
between  some  of  tbem  and  you, 
givea  me  great  concern,  and  that 
well  for  my  own  sake,  as  for 
!rs;  since  it  must  necessarily  in - 
. .  we  tliem  against  me.  1  wish, 
my  dear,  tbat  I  had  been  left  to 

very  interesting  to  myself.  But 
since  what  is  done  cttnnot  be 
helped,  I  mnat  abide  the  conae- 

Juences:  yet  I  dread,  more  Ikon 
p.fare,  what  may  bo  my  sister's 
answer,  if  an  answer  will  be  at  all 
vouchsafed. 

Will  yoa  give  me  leave,  my 
dear,  to  close  this  sabject  with  one 
remark?  —  Itisthis;  thatmy be- 
loved friend,  in  points  where  ber 
own  laudable  zeal  la  concerned, 
:  bsa  ever  seemed  more  ready  to  fly 
from  the  rebuke,  than  irom  the 
fault.  If  you  will  eicnse  this  free- 
dom ,  I  will  acknowledge  thus  far 
in  favour  of  your  way  of  thinking ; 
as  to  the  conduct  of  some  parents 
in  these  nice  cases,  th&tindiscreel 
opposition  does  frequently  as 
muchmischief  as^iVW^love. 

As  to  the  invitation  you  a-tb  so 
kind  as  to  give  me,  to  remove 

■  'ately  into  your  neighbour- 
-^  J  hare  told  Mr.  J^ckman 


tbat  1  will  cousider  of  it;  but  be- 
lieve ,  if  you  will  be  so  good  as  ta 
excuse  me,  that  [  shall  not  accept ' 
of  it,  even  should  I  be  able  to  ri 
move.  I  will  give  you  my  reaaoi 
for  declining  it ;  and  so  1  oughts . 
when  both  my  love  and  my  grati-  ' 
tude,  would  make  a  visit  now-and' 
then  from  mv  dear  Miss  Howe  tbe 
most  consolatory  thing  i 
world  to  me. 

You  must  know  then,  thatthis 
greattown,  wickedasitis,  wants 
□ot  opportunities  of  being  better; 
having  daily  prayers  at  several 
churches  in  it ;  and  1  am  desirous^ 
as  my  strength  will  permit,  to  eiii>5 
brace  those  opportuwitioB.  Tte, 
method  1  have  proposed  to  myself^ 
(and  was  beginnmg  to  practae 
when  that  cruel  arrest  deprived 
me  both  of  Jreedom  and  streu^h) 
is  this:  wben  I  was  disposeuto 
gentle  exercise ,  1  took  a  chai:  tO' 
St.  Duustan's  church  in  Fleet- 
Street,  where  are  prayers  at  se 


take  chair)  to  Lincoln' 
chapel,  where  at  eleven  i 
morning,  and  at  five  in  the  sfter-' 
noon,  are  the  same  desirable  op-.- 
portunit.ies ;  and  at  other  tiixefl  to 
go  no  further  than  Covent  Gudea : 
church,  where  are  early  mcming-i 
pr^ era  likewise. 

This  method  pursued,  I  loobti 
not,  will  greatly  help,  as  it  hu  al- 
ready done,  to  calm  my  distarbecl'i 
thoughts,  and  to  bring  met)  tliab 
perfect  resignatiou  after  which  I- 
aspire:  for  Imust  own,  mydea^. 
tbat  sometimes  still  my  erieri  and 
my  reflections  are  l«o  heaty  ft 


■me;  and  all  tlie  aid  I  can  draw 
from  religimis  iliUks  ia  hardly  auffi- 
cient  to  support  loy  staggering 
leason.  I  am  avery  young  crea- 
ture, jon  know,  my  dear,  to  be 
left  to  my  own  conduct  in  such 
(UrcumBtaucca  as  I  am  in. 

Another  reason  why  I  choose 
not  to  go  down  into  j 
bourhood ,  is ,  the  displ 
might  arise ,  on  my  ai 
tween  your  molher  and  you. 

Ifindeedyouwereactually 
lied,  and  the  worthy  man  (who 
wonld  then  have  a  title  to  all  your 
r^ard]  were  earnestly  desirons 
of  my  near  ncighhourhood ,  1 
know  not  what  I  might  do:  for 
although  I  might  not  perhaps  in- 
tend to  give  up  my  other  impor- 
tant reasona  at  the  Ihne  I  should 
make  yon  a  congratulatory  visit, 
— '  ■  might  not  know  how  to  deny 
llf  the  pleasure  of  continning 
you  when  there. 

I  send  you  Inclosed  the  copy  of 
t^  letter  to  mj  sister.  I  hope  it 
mil  be  thoi^ht  to  he  written  with 
a  true  penitent  spirit;  for  indeed 
it  is.  1  desire  that  you  will  nol 
think  1  Btoop  too  low  in  it;  aince 
there  can  be  no  such  thing  as  thai 
in  acbild  toparentawhomshehas 
nnbappily  offended. 

But  if  still  (perhaps  more  dis~ 
eosted  than  before  at  your  free- 
aom  with  them)  they  should  pase 
it  by  with  the  coutempt  of  silence 
(fori  have  not  yet  been  favoured 
with  an  answer)  I  must  lean  ' 
think  it  right  in  them  to  do 
•apeeiatly  as  It  is  my  first  direct 
application :  for  I  have  often  can- 
I      nf ad  the  boldness  of  those,  wbo, 
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applying  for  a  favour,  which  it  is 
iuaperson'soption  to  grant,  or  to 
refuse,  take  the  liberty  of  being 
offended,  if  they  are  notgratified: 
aaifthe/^ffV/njiedhadnot  aa  good 
a  right  lo  reject,  as  the  petitioner  to 

But  if  my  letter  should  be  an- 
swered, and  that  in  such  terms  as 
will  make  me  loth  to  communicate 
it  to  so  warm  a  friend  —  you  must 
not,  my  dear,  take  upon  you  to 
censure  my  relations;  but  allow  , 
for  them,  aa  they  know  not  what  I 
have  suffered;  as  being  filled  with 
j'ltrt  resentments  against  me  fjiw' 
to  them,  if  they  MiVit  them  just;) 
and  as  not  being  able  to  judge  of 
the  reality  of  my  penitence. 

And  after  all,  what  can  they  do 
for  me?  —  Tbey_  can  only  pily 
me:  and  what  will  that  do,  out 
augment  their  own  'jn'ef';  to  wiuch 
at  present  their  reseutinent  is  an 
alleviation?  For  can  they  by  their 
pity  restore  to  me  my  lost  reputa- 
tion? Can  they  by  it  purchase  a 
sponge  that  will  wipe  out  from  the 
year  the  past  fata!  four  months  of 

Your  account  of  the  gay  un- 
concerned behaviour  of  Mr.  Love- 
lace, at  the  colonel's,  docs  notaur- 
priae  me  at  all,  after  I  am  told, 
that  he  had  the  intrepidity  to  go 
thither,  knowing  who  were  itimtal 
and  expected  —  Ouly  this,  my 
dear,  Ireally  wonder  at,  thatMiss 
Howe  could  imagine,  that  1  could 
have  a  thought  of  such  a  maa  for 
a  husband. 

Poor  wretch!  I  pity  him,  to  see 
>  Sbo  takcis  In  t\iB  Ume  X^U,  %Vb  no- 
palsied  to 
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him  fluttering  about;  abusing  ta- 
lents that  were  given  him  for  ex- 
cellent purposes;  taking  incon- 
sideration  for  courage;  and 
dancing,  fearless  of  danger,  on 
the  edge  of  a  precipice ! 

But  indeed  his  threatening  to 
see  me,  most  sensibly  alarms  and 
shocks  me.  I  cannot  but  hope  that 
I  never,  never  more,  shall  see  him 
in  this  world. 

Since  you  are  so  loth,  my  dear, 
to  send  the  desired  negative  to  the 
ladies  of  his  family,  1  will  only 
trouble  you  to  transmit  the  letter 
I  shall  inclose  for  that  purpose; 
directed  indeed  to  yourself,  be- 
cause it  was  to  you  that  those 
ladies  applied  themselves  on  this 
occasion;  but  to  be  sent  by  you 
to  any  one  of  the  ladie&,  at  your 
own  choice. 

I  commend  myself,  my  dearest 
Miss  Howe,  to  your  prayers ;  and 
conclude  with  repeated  thanks  for 
sending  Mr.  Hickman  to  me;  and 
with  wishes  for  your  health  and 
happiness,  and  for  the  speedy  ce- 
lebration of  your  nuptials ; 
Your  ever  affectionate  and 
obliged , 

Clabissa  Harlowe. 

LETTER  Vin. 

Miss  Clarissa  Harlowe  to  Miss  Howe. 

[Inclosed  in  the  preceding.] 

Thursday,  July  27. 

MT  DBABEST  MISS  HOWB, 

Since  you  seem  loth  to  acquiesce 
in  my  determined  resolution,  signi- 
fied to  you  as  soon  as  I  was  able 
to  hold  a  pen,  I  beg  the  favour  of 
J^oa^  bjtma,  or  bj  any  other  way 


you  think  most  proper,  to  acquaint 
the  worthy  ladies  who  have  ap- 
plied to  you  in  behalf  of  their  re- 
lation, that,  although  I  am  in- 
finitely obliged  to  their  generous 
opinion  of  me,  yet  I  cannot  con- 
sent to  sanctify^  as  I  may  say,  Mr. 
Lovelace's  repeated  breaches  of 
all  moral  sanctions,  and  hazard 
mjr  future  happiness  by  an  union 
with  a  man,  through  whose  pre- 
meditated injuries,  m  a  long  train 
of  the  basest  contrivances,  1  have 
forfeited  my  temporal  hopes. 

He  himself,  when  he  reflects 
upon  his  own  actions,  must  surely 
bear  testimony  to  the  justice,  as 
well  as  fitness  of  my  determina- 
tion. The  ladies,  I  dare  say, 
would,  were  they  to  know  the 
whole  of  my  unhappy  story. 

Be  pleased  to  acquaint  them, 
that  I  deceive  myself,  if  my  reso- 
lution on  this  head  (however  un- 
gratefully, and  even  inhumanly, 
he  has  treated  me)  be  not  owing 
more  to  principle  than  passion. 
Nor  can  I  give  a  stronger  proof  of 
the  truth  of  this  assurance,  than 
by  declaring  that  I  can  and  wUL 
forgive  him,  on  this  one  easy  con- 
dition, that  Tie  will  never  molest  me 
more. 

In  whatever  way  you  choose  to 
make  this  declaration,  be  pleased 
to  let  my  most  respectful  compli- 
ments to  the  ladies  of  that  noole 
family,  and  to  my  LordM.  accom- 

gany  it.    And  do  you,  my  dear, 
elieve  that  I  shall  be,  to  the  last 
moment  of  my  life. 

Your  ever  obliged  and 
aflectionate , 

Clarissa  hablowe. 
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three  letters  of  thine  to 
tftke  notice  of,*  but  am  divided  in 
017  mind,  whether  to  quarrel  nith 
thee,  on  thy  unmercifal  re- 
flections, or  to  thank  thee  for  thy 
acceptable  particularity  and  di- 
ligeoee.  Bnt  several  of  my  aweot 
dears  have  I,  indeed,  inmyti"" 
made  to  cry  and  laugh  ii 
breatb;  nay  one  side  of  their 
pretW  faces  laugh,  before  the  ery 
could  go  off  the  other:  why  may  1 
not,  therefore,  curae  and  applaud 
thae  in  the  same  moment?  So  take 
both  in  one :  and  what  follows, 
it  shall  rise  from  my  pen. 

Hoif  often  httve  I  ingenuously 
confessed  my  sins  against  this  ex- 
cellent creature?  —  Yet  thou 
never  sparest  me,  although  as  bad 
ft  ntaa  as  myself.  Since  then  I 
eet  so  little  b^  tny  confessions,  I 
have  a  good  mind  to  try  to  defend 
myself;  and  that  not  only  from 
ancient  and  modern  story,  but 
from  common  practice;  and  yet 
avoid  repeating  any  thing  1  have 
■ngeestnl  before  on  my 

1  am  in  a  humour  to  play  the 
fool  with  my  p«n:  briefly  than, 
from  ancient  story  first:  —  dost 
Ihou  not  think,  thut  I  am  us  much 
entitled  to  forgiveneaa  of  Mia 
Hariowe's  account,    as  Virgil' 

Ibero  was  on  Queen  Dido's  1  Fo 
l^at  an  ungrateful  varlet  was 
■tat  vagabond  to  the  hoipilahle 
fanceu  who  had  mllingiy  --- 
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ferred  upon  him  the  last  favour? 
Stealing  away  (whence,  I  sup- 
se  the  ironical  phrase  of  Tn/s^j 
_  "jun  to  this  day)  like  a  thief  — 
prelendedly  indeed  at  tie  eom- 
moiid  of  the  gods-,  but  could 
that  be,  when  the  errand  he  went 
upon  was  to  rob  other  princes,  not 
onl^  of  tbeir  dominions,  bnt  of 
their  lives?  —  Yet  this  fellow  is, 
at  every  word ,  the  pitis  ^neas 
with  the  immortal  bard  who  cele- 
brates him. 

Should  Miss  Harlowe  even 
break  her  heart  (which  Heaven 
focbidi)  for  the  usage  she  has  re- 
ceived (to  say  nothing  of  her  dis- 
appointed pride,  to  which  her 
death  would  be  attributable,  more 


And  have  1  half  the  obligation  to 
her  that  iEneaa  had  to  the  Queen 
of  Carthage?  The  latter  placing 
a  confidence,  the  former  none,  in 
her  man?— Then,  whom  W.'e have 
I  robbed?  Whom  ehe  have  I  in- 
jured? Her  brother's  worthless  \ 
life  I  gave  him,  instead  of  taking 
any  man's;  while  the  Trojan  va- 
gabond destroyed  his  thousands.  J 
Why  then  should  it  not  be  the 
pioiis  Lovelace,  as  well  as  ihepi'is 
.^neaa?  For,  dost  thou  think, 
had  a  conHagratiou  happened, 
and  had  it  beeo  iu  my  power,  that 
I  would  not  have  saved  my  old 
Ancbises  (as  he  did  his  from  the 
Ilion  bonfire)  even  at  the  expense 
of  my  Creiisa,  had  I  had  a  wife 
of  that  name? 

But  fbr  a  more  modern  instance 
in  my  favour  —  lia,\e  V  MaB.4'^\a^ 
Harlowe,  aa  out  io.mo>jalABa-4Ko» 
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Queen,  as  she  was  called,  uaed 
one  of  her  own  blood,  a  aister- 
queen;  who  threw  heraelf  into  her 
protection  from  her  rebel  sub- 
jects ;  and  whom  she  detained  pri- 
soner eighteen  yeara,  and  at  last 
Cttt  off  her  head?  Yet  do  not 
honest  Proteatanta  pronounce  her 
pious  too?—  And  call  her  particn- 
larlyfiaiV  queen? 

As  to  cummrm  practice  —  who, 
let  me  ask,  that  has  it  in  his  power 
to  gratify  a  prEtdominftnt  passion, 
be  it  what  it  will,  denies  himself 
the  gi'atification  ?  —  Leaving  it  t« 
cooler  deliberation  (and,  if  he  be 
a  great  man,  to  bis  flatterers)  to 
findareasonfor  it  afterwards? 

Then,  as  to  the  worst  part  of  my 
treatment  of  this  lady  ^-  bow 
many  men  are  there,  who,  as  well 
aa  1,  have  sought,  by  intoxicating 
liquors,  first  to  inehriate,  then  to 
Bubdue?  What  signifies  what  the 
polalians  were,  when  the 

Letme  tell  thee,  upon  the  whole, 
that  neither  the  Queen  of  Car- 
■'lage,  nor  the  Queen  of  Scots, 
omd  have  thought  they  had  any 
'aBontocomplaiuof  cruelty,had 
they  been  used  no  worse  than  I 
have  used  the  queen  of  my  heart ; 
and  then  do  I  not  aspire  with  my 
whole  soul  to  repair  by  marriage? 
K  Would  the^fW  j£neas,  thinkeat 
^L  tiiou,  have  done  such  a  piece  of 
^1  jnstice  by  Dido,  had  she  lived? 
^P  Come, come,  Belford,  letpeoplt 
^P  mil  away  with  notions  as  they 
H  will,  I  am  comparafiedi/  a  very  in- 
■  nocentman.  Andif  by  these,  and 
H     other  like    reasonings,    1  have 
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'eat  cud  is  answered.  Wbat  bave 

to  do  with  the  world? 

And  now  I  sit  me  peaceably 
down  to  consider  thy  letters. 

I  hope  thy  pleas  in  my  favonr,* 
when  she  gave  tbee(so generously 
gave  thee)  for  me,  my  letters, 
were  urged  with  an  honest  energy. 
But  I  suspect  thee  much  for  bang 
too  ready  to  give  up  thy  client. ' 
Then  thou  hast  such  a  misgiving 
aspect;  an  aspect,  rather  inviting 
rejection,  than  currying  persua- 
sion with  it;  and  art  such  an  he- 
sitating, such  an  humming  and 
hawing  caitiHF,  that  I  shall  attri- 
bute my  failure,  if  I  do  fail,  ratber 
to  the  inability  and  ill  looks  of  mf 
advocate,  than  to  my  canse. 
Again,  thou  art  deprived  of  tbs< 
force  men  of  our  cast  give  toargn- 
mentsl  for  she  won't  let  toed' 
Kwear!  —  Art  moreover  a  very 
heavy  thoughtless  fellow;  toler- 
able only  at  a  second  rebound;  a 
horrid  dunce  at  the  imprumplu. 
These,  encountering  wiui  sucb  a 
lady,  are  great  die  ao vantages.  — 
Andstill  agreater  is  thy  balancing 
(as  thou  dost  at  present)  between 
old  rakery  and  new  reformation;- 
since  this  puta  thee  into  the  saioo" 
situation  with  her,  as  they  toldine| 
at  Leipeic  Martin  Luther  was  in,, 
at  the  first  public  dispute  whichr 
he  held,  in  defence  of  his  suppoae4.^ 
new  doctrines  with  Eckius.  FW 
Martin  was  then  but  a  linsey-- 
wolsey  reformer.  He  retuned.< 
some  dogmas,  which,  by  natural 
consequence,  made  others,  that  bs 
held,  untenable:  so  thatEckia8< 
points,  bad  the  better  ot 
S«a  teller . 


g,bim.  But,  from  that  time,  he  made 

(dear  work,   renouncing  all  that 

^rtood  in  bis  way ;    and  tben  his 

Bdoctrisea  too  upon  all  fours.    He 

~wa,B   never  puzzled  afterwards; 

isd  could  boldly  declare,  that  he 

irould  defend  tbem  in  the  face  of 

togets    and   men;     and    to    hie 

friends,  who  would  have  diasuaded 

n&oni  veoturing  to  appear  be- 

~i   the    Emperor    Charles  the 

h  at  Sptree,  that  were  there  as 

I3f  devils  ol  Spires,  an  lilcs  upon 

Jie  houses,  Ac  woiUdgo.   An  ana  wer 

Ifcat  is  admired  ay  every  Pro- 

' — taot  SaiOQ  to  this  day. 

Since  tben  thy  unhappy  awk- 
midneBsdeBtroys  the  force  of  thy 
*  arguments,   1  think    thou   hadst 


T  (for  the  p 


,  however! 
the  subject 
iparation  1 


e   should 

the  denials  of 

■.onMstmcy 


forbear  to  urge  □< 
of  accepting  th 
offer;  lest  the 

jngthen  her 
pbrgivenesB,   til 

^e,  she'll  be  forced  to  adhere  to 
t  resolution  so  often  arowed  — 
'"  reaa,  if  left  to  herself,  a  little 
{HiuJi  and  better  health,  which 
irllt  bring  on  better  spirits,  will 
rive  ber  quicker  reaentments; 
mose  quicker  reseutments  will 
lead  her  into  vehemence :  that  ve- 
hemence will  subside,    and  turn 


bid  guaranty  for  me;  and  all  our 
^uble  on  both  sides  will  be  over. 
~  I   the   natural   course    of 

I   1  cannot   endure  Ihee  for  thy 
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covery;*  and  that  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  doctor  and  apothecary. 

Titm;  in  the  words  of  Congreve, 
thou  sayeat,  vUt  ipue  increase  l<> 
her  affUcthns.  But  why  so?  KuQW- 
esttiioujiot,  that  those  words  (so 
contrary  to  common  experience) 
were  applied  to  the  case  of  a  per- 
son, wMle  passion  was  in  its  Aill 
vigour?  —  At  such  a  time  every 
one  in  a  heavy  erief  /AiVits  the 
same:  bnt  as  entnusiasts  do  by 
scripture,  so  dost  thou  by  the 
poets  tbon  hast  read;  any  thing 
that  carries  the  most  distant  al- 
lusion from  eil/ier  to  the  case  in 
band,  is  put  down  by  both  for 
gospel,  however  incongruous  to 
the  general  scope  of  either,  and  to 
that  case.  So  once ,  in  a  pnlpit ,  I 
heard  ono  of  the  former  very  vehe- 
mently declare  himself  to  be  a 
lienil  diiff;  when  every  man,  woman, 
and  child,  were  convinced  to  the 
contrary  by  his  howling. 

I  cantellthee,  that,  if  nothing 
else  will  do,  lam  determined,  in 
spiteof  thy  buskin  airs,  and  of  thy 
engagements  for  me  to  the  con- 
trary, to  see  her  myself. 

Face  to  face  havel  known  many 
a  quarrel  made  up.  which  distance 
would  have  kept  alive,  and  widen- 
ed. Thou  wilt  be  a  madder  Jack 
than  he  in  the  Tale  of  a  Tub,  if 
tbou  givest  an  aclive  opposition  to 

In  short,  I  cannot  bear  the 
thoueht,  that  a  woman  whom  once 
I  had  bound  to  me  in  the  silken 
cords  oflove,  should  slip  through 
my  fingers,  and  be  able,  while  my 
heart  flames   out   vrith  a  violent 
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passion  for  her;  todeepise  me,  and 
to  set  both  love  and  me  at  defiance. 
Thoucanst  not  imagine  howmuch 
I  envy  (See,  and  betYloclor,  aiidher 
apothecari/,  and  every  one  who  I 
hear  are  admitted  to  her  presence 
andcoaversation;  and  wish  to  be 
the  one  or  the  otJier  in  turn. 

Wherefore,  if  nothing  else  will 
do,  I  will  see  her.  I'll  tell  thee  of 
an  admirable  etpcdient,  just  come 
cross  me,  to  save  ih//  promise,  and 

Mrs.  Lovick,  you  say,  is  a  good 
woman:  if  the  lady  be  worse,  she 
shall  advise  her  to  send  for  a  par- 
Bon  to  pray  bj  her:  nnknown  to 
her,unknowntotbelady,unknow« 
to  Ihee  (for  so  it  may  pass)  I  will 
contrive  to  be  the  man,  petlicoaled 
nut,  and  vested  in  a  gown  and  cas- 
sock. I  once,  for  a  certain  pur- 
pose, did  assume  the  canodicals; 
and  I  was  thought  to  make  a  fine 
sleek  appearance;  my  broad  rose- 
bound  beaver  became  me  mighlili/; 
and  I  was  much  admired  upon  the 
whole  by  all  who  saw  me. 

Methinks  it  must  be  charmingly 
a-propoB to aee  niBkneelingdown 
by  her  bed-side  (I  am  sure  I  shall 
pray  heartily),  beginning  out  of 
I  the  common  prayer-book  the  sick 

office  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Ian giiisbing  lady,  and  concluding 
with  an  exhortatioa  to  charity  and 

■  forgiveness  for  myself, 

■  1  will  consider  of  this  matter. 
I  But,  iu  whatever  shape  I  shall 
H  choose  to  appear,  of  this  thou 
I  maj'st  assure  thyself,  I  will  ap- 
I  prise  tliee  beforehand  of  my  visit 
H  that  thou  may'st  contrive  to  be 

■  out  of  the  way,  and  to  know  no- 


thing of  the  matter.    This 
save  lliy  word ;  and  as  to  mine, 
she  think  worse  of  me  Chan  she 
does  at , 

An  iiidispcnsable  of  true  lova 
and  profound  respect,  in  th;  wise 
opinion,*is  absurdity  or  awkward- 
ness, —  'T is  surprising,  that  thou 
sbould'st  be  one  of  those  partial 
mortals,  who  take  their  measures 
of  right  and  wrongfrora  what  they 
find  llietmelves  In  he,  and  caooot 
help  being  I  —  So  awkwardness 
perfection  in  the  awkwardl  — 
this  rate,  no  man  can  ever  be  in 
the  wrong.  But  I  insist  upon  it, 
that  an  awkward  fellow  will  do 
everything  awkwardly:  andifbe 
be  hke  thee,  will,  when  be  baa 
done  foolishly,  rack  his  unmean- 
ing brain  for  excuses  as  awkward 
as  nis  first  fault.  Kespectfullora 
is  an  inspirerof  actions  worthy  of 
itself;  and  he  who  cannot  shew  it, 
where  he  most  means  it,  maaifeBta, 
that  he  is  an  un polite,  rough  etMi- 
ture,  a  perfect  Belford,  and  has  it: 

But  here  thou'lt  throw  out  thst 
notable  witticism,  that  my  outside 
isthe  beat  of  me,  thine  the  worst 
of  thee,  and  that,  if  I  set  about 
mending  my  mind,  thou  wilt  mend 
thy  appearance. 


ment  in  dress  when  thoa  leanest' 
off  thy  mourning;  forwhyshould'sl 
Ihou  prepossess  in  thy  disfavour 
all  those  who  never  saw  thee  be- 
fore V  —  Itishai'd  to  remove  early, 
takenprejudices.whetheroflikinff 
or  distaste:  people  will  Aun(,  asl 


^HiftJ  B&j,  for  reasons  to  con 

fint  impreeiione,  in  coinplir 

lo  tiicir  own  sagacity :  nor 

ever;    mind    that    has    the 

genuouEness  to  uonfcss  iteelf 

^—iCiken  when  it  Ends  itself  t< 

^^bEong.  Tboutbvitelf  art  an  adept 

^Hp  the  preteDded  science  of  read- 

^^■^  men;  and  whenever  tbou  arl 

^^pnt,  wilt  stud; to  find  aome  rea' 

Bons  nbj  it  nas  more  probable 

that   thoD   should'st   have    been 

right;  and  wilt watcb  ever;  motion 

and  action,  and  every  word  and 

sentinient,  in  the  peraon  tbou  hast 

onoe  censured,  for  proofs,  in  order 

to  help  tbee  revive  and  maintain 

thy  first  opiaioD,   And,  iudeed,  as 

thou  seldom  errest  on  the  fariiur- 

abte  jnde,  haman  nature  is  bo  vile  a 

thing,  that  tbou  art  likely  to  be 

right  five  tines  in  six,oatheclAf'-: 

j,    .and  perhaps  it  is  but  guessing  ot 

■■gliers,   by  what  tbou  findest  in 

^^tt;  own   heart,    to  have  reason 

^^K    compliment   thyself    on    thy 

^B^etr&tion. 
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think,  she  only  wiinta  to  be  per- 
suaded to  the!  contrary,  in  order  to 

eoncile  herself  lo  herself. 

I  could  make  some  pretty  ob- 
servations upon  one  or  two  places 
of  the  lady's  mcditHtion;  but, 
wicked  as  1  am  thought  to  be,  I 
never  waa  eo  abandoned,  as  to 
turn  into  ridicule,  or  even  to  treat 
with  levity,  things  sacred.  I  think 
it  the  highest  degree  of  ill  man- 
ners, to  jest  upon  those  subjects 
which  the  world  in  general  took 
upon  with  veneration,  and  call  di- 
vine. I  would  not  even  treat  the 
mythology  of  the  heathen  to  a 
heathen,  with  the  ridicule  that 
perhaps  would  fairly  lie  from  aome 
of  the  absurdities  that  strike  every 
common  observer.  Nor,  when  at 
Rome ,  and  in  other  Popish  coun- 
tries, did  I  ever  behave  indecently 
at    those    ceremonies    which    I 


Here   i 


preacbmi 


,  thou  nilt  thank 
I  meformine;  the  rather,  as  thou 
k^B^yest  be  the  better  for  it,  if  thou 
^^Klt,  since  it  is  calculated  for  thy 
^^Mra  meridian, 

^H[  WeU,  but  the  lady  refers  my 

^^oestiny  to  the  letter  she  has  writ- 

'      t«i,ac/iiQWi/wn'«En,  to  Miss  Howe; 

to  whom,  itaeema,  sbehaseiver 

,      her  reasons  why  she  will  not  bavt 

I  long  to  know  the  contents 

this  letter:    but  am  in  great 

>ee  that  she  has  so  expressed 

denials,  as  shall  give  room  to 


thought  very  extraordinary;  for 
I  saw  some  people  affected,  and 
seemingly  edified  by  thenn ;  and  I 


lyaelf  to  think,  though 
they  were  beyond  my  comprehen- 
sion, that  if  they  answered  any 
good  end  to  the  tuimy,  there  was 
religion  enough  in  them ,  or  civil 
policy  at  least,  to  exempt  them 
trom  the  ridicule  of  even  a  bad 
man  who  had  c 


For  the  like  reosonl  have  never 
given  noisy  or  tumultnous  in- 
stances of  dislike  to  a  new  play,  if 
1  thought  it  ever  so  indifferent: 
fori  concluded,  first,  that  every 
one  was  entitled  to  see  quietly 
what  he  paid  for:  and, next,  as  the 
theatre  (the  epitome  of  the  worLA\ 
consiBted  of  git,  \)ij%fta,  Ka.&%v^- 


r 
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lery,  it  was  hard,  I  thought,  if 
there  could  be  aucii  a  performance 
exhibited,  as  would  not  please 
somehody  in  that  mixed  multitude, 
and,  if  it  did,  those  somebodieB 
had  as  much  right  to  enjoj  their 
own  judgments  undisturbedlj,  a,& 
1  had  to  enjoy  mine. 

This  waa  my  way  of  shewing 
my  disapprobation :  1  never  went 
again.  And  as  a  man  is  at  his 
option ,  whetlier  he  will  go  to  a, 
play  or  not ,  he  has  not  the  same 
excuse  for  expressing  his  dislike 
clamorouaiy,  aa  if  he  were  cim- 
pelieii  to  Bee  it. 

Ihaveever,  thouknowest,  de- 
clared against  those  shallow  liber- 
tines, who  could  not  make  oat 
their  pretensions  to  nit,  but  on 
two  avibjecta ,  to  which  every  man 


of  (I 


t  will  B 


1  to  I 


boldL_ 

Tx,ImeaD;  which  must  shock  the 

sense,  without  aosweriug  any  end, 
but  shewing  a  very  low  and 
abandoned  nature.  And,  till  I 
came  acquainted  with  the  brutal 
Mowhray  [no  great  praise  to  my 
self  from  such  a  tutor)  I  was  fai 
from  making  so  free  as  I  now  do 
with  oaths  and  curses;  for  then  1 

ks  forced  to  outswear  him  some- 
times ,  in  order  to  keep  him  in  hia 
allegiance  to  me  his  general:  nay, 
I  often  check  myself  to  myself,  for 
this  empty  unprofitable  liherljof 
speech;  in  which  we  are  outdone 
by  the  sons  of  the  common  sewer. 

Allmy  vice  is  women,  and  the 
love  of  plots  and  intrigues ;  and  I 
cannot  but  wonder,  how  I  fell 
into  those  shocking  freedoms  of 


ipeech;  since,  generally  speak- 
ing, they  are  far  from  helping  for- 
ward my  main  end:  only,  i 
"  1-then,  indeedj  a  little  ni 
is  to  Due's  notice,  who  si 
think  dress ,  and  oaths ,  .  _ 
■ses,  the  diagnostics  of  the 
rakish  spirit  she  is  inclined  to 
favour:  and  indeed  they  are  the 
only  qualifications  that  aome  who 
are  called  rakes  and  pretty  fellawB 
have  to  boast  of.  But  what  must 
■omen  be,  whoean  be  attract- 
suohf  i«/>/3s«"/eJ  profligates  1 
ince  wickedness'  wiili  wit  i> 
hardly  tolerable;  but,  without  i^ 
is  equally  shocking  and  con- 
temptible. 

There  again  is  preachment  for' 
thy  preachment;  and  thou  wilt  bm 
apttothmk,  that  I  amreformins 
too;  but  no  anch  matter.  If  tlu^ 
were  new  lit/hi  dai-ting  in  upon  mflj- 
as  thy  morality  seems  to  be  tou 
thee,  something  of  thia  kind  might. 
be  apprehended:  but  this  was  o^ 
fcays  my  way  of  thinking ;  and  [ 
defythee,  or  any  of  thy  brethren,, 
to  name  a  time,  wheni  have  eithee 
ridiculed  religion,  or  talked  ob-' 
acenely.  On  the  contrary,  ibaw 
knowest  how  often  1  have  checked' 
that  bear  in  love  matters.  Mow-' 
bray,  and  the  finical  TourvUla,' 
and  thyself  too,  for  what  ye  hava' 
called  the  double  entendre.  Iiv 
/live,  as  in  points  that  required  k, 
manly  resattment.  it  has  alwsyt 
been  my  maxim,  to  acf,  rather  thail 
talk;  and  1  do  assure  thee,  as  to 
the  first,  the  women  themseWev 


will  c 
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_  iBsest  for  the  books  of  scripture, 
thou  art  certainly  right  in  it.  But 
'iia  Htrange  to  me ,  that  thoa  wert 
ignorant  of  their  beauty,  and 
noble  Bimplicity,  till  now.  Their 
'"-tiqnity    always   made   me  re- 

renc«  them :  and  how  was  it  poa- 

ile  that  thou  couldest  not,  for 
iitreaBOn,  if  for  no  other,  give 
>m  a  perusal? 

I'll  tell  thee  a  short  story,  whieh 
I  had  from  my  tutor,  admonishing 
me  against  exposing  myself  by 
^noronlwon(ie;-,when^  should  quit 
college,  to  go  to  town,  or  travel. 

"  The  first  time  Drydeii's  Alex- 
ftodar's  Feast  fell  into  his  hands, 
he  told  me,  he  was  prodisiously 
charmed  with  it;  and,  having 
never  heard  any  body  speak  of  it 
before,  thought,  as  thou  doEt  of 
the  Bible,  that  he  had  made  a  new 
disoorery. 

"He  haatened  to  an  appolnt- 
meitt  which  he  bad  with  several 
wita  (for  he  was  then  in  town)  one 
of  whom  was  a  noted  critic ,  who, 
according  to  him,  had  more  merit 
thiiD  good  fortune;  for  all  the  lit- 
tle nibblers  in  wit,  whose  writings 
would  not  stand  the  test  of 
criticiam,  made  it,  he  said,  a  com- 
mon cause  to  rmi  him  down,  as  men 
would  a  mad  dog. 

"The  young  gentleman  (for 
young  he  then  was)  set  forth  mag- 
nificently ID  the  praises  of  that 
inimitable  performance;  andgave 
himself  ^s  of  lecnndhand  merit, 
for  finding  out  its  beauties. 

"The  old  bard  heard  him  out 

witbasmile,  which  the  collegian, 

took  for  approbation,  tillhespoke; 

■      and  then  it  wasintbeeemortifyiiigi 

^H  aoTin/j.  ly. 


33 

words:  'Sdeath,  air,  where  have 
you  lived  till  now,  or  with  what 
sort  of  company  have  you  con- 
versed, young  as  you  are,  that 
you  have  never  beforeheard of  the 
finest  piece  in   the  English  lan- 

This  story  had  such  an  effect 
upon  me,  who  had  ever  a  proud 
heart,  and  wanted  to  be  thought  a 
clever  fellow,  that,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  like  disgrace,  I  laid 
down  two  rules  to  myself.  The 
first,  whenever  I  went  into  com- 
pany where  there  were  strangei-s, 
to  hear  every  one  of  them  speak, 
before  I  gave  myself  liberty  to 
prate:  theother,if  Ifoundany  of 
them  above  my  match,  to  give  up 
all  title  to  new  discoveries,  con- 
tenting myself  to  praise  whatthey 
praised,  as  beauties  familiar  to 
me,  though  I  had  never  heard  of 
them  before.  And  so,  by  degrees, 
I  got  Ibe  reputation  of  a  wit  my- 
self: aod  when  I  threw  off  all 
restraint,  and  books,  and  learned 
conversation,  and  fell  in  with  some 
of  our  brethren  who  are  now 
wandering  in  Erebus,  and  with 
such  others  as  Helton,  Mowbray, 
'i'ourville,  and  thyself,  I  set  up  on 
my  own  stock;  and  like  what  we 
have  been  told  of  Sir  Kichard ,  in 
his  latter  days,  valued  myself  on 
beingtheEmperoroftbecompauy: 
for,  having  fathomed  the  depth  of 
them  all,  and  afraid  of  no  rival  but 
thee,  whom  also  I  had  got  a  little 
under  (by  my  gaiety  and  prompti- 
tude at  leaat|fproudly,like  Addi- 
son's Cato,  delighted  to  give  laws 
I  to  my  little  acnate. 

Proceed  witli  thee  \i^-wiMii. 
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BnT  now  I  have  cleared  myself 
of  any  inleiilional  levity  on  occa- 
sion of  my  beloved's  meditRtion; 
which,  as  you  observe,  is  finely 
suited  to  her  case  (that  is  to  Buy, 
as  flhe  and  you  have  drawn  her 
case);  Icannothelpexpreaaingmy 
pleasure,that  by  one  or  two  verses 
of  it  [thearroiu,  Jack,  and  i(<toj>Ar 
feared  beinff  eome  upan  herl\  I  am 
encouraged  to  hope,  what  it  will 
be  very  surprising  to  me  if  it  docB 
not  happen.  That  is,  in  plain 
Enclish,  that  the  dear  creature  is 
in  the  way  to  be  a  mamma. 

This  cursed  arrest,  because  of 
the  ill  effects  the  terrormightht 
had  upon  ber,  in  that  hoped  for 
circumstance,  has  concerned  me 
more  than  on  any  other  acconiiL 
It  would  be  the  pride  of  my  life  to 
prove,  in  this  cliarmingfrost-piecfl, 
the  triumph  of  nature  over  prin- 
ciple, and  to  have  a  young  Love- 
lace by  such  au  angel:  and  then, 
for  its  sake,I  am  confident  she  will 


Jtpe 


wonld  it  be,  that  should  lay 

obligation  upon  both  parents  I 

fore  it  was  born,  which  neither  of 
them  would  be  able  to  repay  — 
could  I  be  sure  it  is  so,  I  should  be 
out  of  all  pain  for  her  recovery : 
pain,  I  say;  aince  were  Bheto^ie 
■  —  [ilic!  abominable  word  I  how  1 
bate  it  l{  I  verily  think  I  should  be 
the  most  miserable  man  in  the 

As  for  the  eamestnesB  she  ei- 
pnmea  £dt  de&Ht,  she  has  found  > 


the  words  ready  to  her  hand  \, 
honest  Job;  else  she  would  na 
have  delivered  herself  with  hi 
streoglh  and  vehemence. 

Her  innate  piety  (as!  havem 
than  once  observed),  wjUnotp 
mit  her  to  shorten  ber  own  It 
either  by  violence  or  neglect.  S 
has  a  mind  too  noble  for  thw 
and  would  have  done  it  beM 
□ow,  had  she  designed  EU^ 
thing:  t(>rtDdoit,Jike tbeB 
matron,  when  the  mischief  Is  an 
and  it  can  serve  no  end;  andwhl 
the  mail,  however  a  Tar^uin,  ' 
some  may  think  ine  in  this  actioi 
isnot aTarqnininpower,  so'" 
no  national poinl  catibemadeo 
Is  what  she  has  too  much  g 
sense  to  think  of. 

Then,  as  1  observed  in  a 
case, a  little  whileago.tliediatiea 
when  this  was  written,  was  stroi 
upon  her;  and  she  saw  no  end 
it:  but  all  was  darkness  and  a 
])rehension  before  her.  Moreova 
has  she  it  not  in  ber  power  to  df 
appoint  as  much  as  she  has  be 
disappointed?  Revenge,  Jack,  I 
duced  many  a  woman  to  cherl 
life,  to  which  grief  and  deapa 
would  otherwise  have  pat  an  Ci 
And  after  all,  deiith  isnoau 
eligible  thing,  asJob,  in  his  oa 
Tallies,  makes  it.  And  a  death  di 
sired  merely  from  worldly  d& 
appointments,  shews  not  a  rigl 
lind,  letmetell this  lady,  whal 
^er  she  may  think  of  it.*     " 


nnghly 
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isndl,  Jacb,  aithoug;h  not  afraid, 
in  the  height  ofpftssion  or  reaent- 
meut,  to  rush  into  those  dangers 
which  micht  be  followed  by  a 
aaddeu  and  violent  death,  when- 
ever a  point  of  honour  calls  upon 
BB,  would  shudder  at  his  cool  aud 
deliberateapiiroach  in  a  lingering 
sicknew,  which  had  debilitated 
the  spirits. 

So  we  read  of  a  famous  French 
general  in  the  reigu  of  Henry  IV. 
of  France  (I  forget  his  name,  ifit 
were  not  MarCBuhalBiront,  who, 
having  faced  with  intrepidity  the 
ghastly  varlet  on  an  hundred  oc- 
OSsionB  in  the  field,  waathemoat 
dejeetedof wretches,  wheojhaving 
forfeited  his  life  for  treason,  he 
was  led  with  all  the  cruel  parade 
of  preparation,  and  surrounding 
gnsirds,  to  the  scaffold. 

The  poet  saye  well: 


or    thoae    tha 


Bat,  WlieD  tbe  liwt  cQaes,  Ihey 

Very  true:  for  then  it  is  the  old 
msii  in  the  fable,  with  his  bundle 
of  sticks. 

The  lady  is  well  read  in  Shake- 

aeare,  our  EnglisU  pride  and 
^  ory;  asdmustHometimesreaaou 


btnd  praeeedi  liDin  gh 


with  herself  in  his  words,  so  greatly 
;preBsed,  that  the  subject,  afleot- 
^  aa  it  is,  cannot  produce  any 

thing  greater. 


Hiokm. 


.   of  E 


interview 


brose's.  1  had  a  very  agreeable 
time  of  itthere:  although aeverely 
rallied  by  several  of  the  aasembly. 
It  concerns  me,  however,  not  a 
little,  to  find  our  affair  so  generally 
known  among  the  ^fiji/ian(iof  both 
sesea.  It  is  all  her  own  fault. 
There  never,  surely,  mas  such  nil 
odd  little  soul  as  this.  —  Not  to 
keep  her  own  secret,  when  the 
revealing  of  it  could  answer  no 
possible  good  end ;  and  when  she 
wants  not  (one  would  think)  to 
raise  to  herself  either  pity  or 
friends,  or  to  me  enemies,  by  the 
proclamation !  —  Why,  Jack,  must 
not  all  her  own  aex  laugh  in  their 
sleevea  at  ber  weakness?  What 
would  become  of  the  ^ca.tc,  tA  "Ca^ 
world,  if  sUvoioeati^'aii-^J^itA'''!^ 
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into  tbeir  heads  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample? What  a  fine  time  of  il 
would  the  heads  of  families  have? 
Their  wives  always  filling  their 
ears  with  their  cont'eesiooH;  their 
daughters  with  rtei'™,- sisters  wool d 
be  every  daj"  setting  their  brothera 
about  cutting  of  throats,  if  the 
brothers  had  at  heart  the  honour  uf 
their  families,  as  it  is  called,  and 
tiie  whole  world  would  either  he  a 
Bceneof  confusion^  orcuckoldom 
as  much  the  fashion  as  it  is  ii 
Lithuania.* 

lam  glad,  however,  thatMist 
Howe  (as  much  as  she  hates  me) 
kept  her  word  with  my  cousins  on 
their  visit  to  her,  aud  wiib  me  at 
the  Colonel's  to  endeavour  to  per- 
suade her  Iriend  to  make  up  all 
matters  by  matrimony ;  which,  no 
doubt,  is  the  beat,  nay,  the  only 
method  she  can  take,  for  her  own 
honour,  and  that  of  her  family. 

I  had  once  thought  of  revenging 
myself  on  that  vLxeu;  and,  parti- 
cularly, aa  thou  may'at**  re- 
member, had  planned  something 
to  this  purpose  on  the  journey  she 
is  going  to  take,  which  had  been 
talked  of  some  time.  But  I  think 
—  let  me  consider  ^  ves,  I  Ihink  I 
will  let  thiallickman  bavehersafe 
and  entire,  aa  thou  believest  the 
fellow  to  be  a  tolerable  sort  of  a 
mortal,  and  that  I  had  made  the 
worst  of  him:  and  I  am  glad,  for 
his  own  sake,  he  has  not  lauacbed 


out  too  virulently  against  me  ta 

But  thou  seest,  Jack ,  by  )iet\ 
refusal  of  money  frorahim,  orMisd 
Howe  ,*  that  the  dear  extraviu- 
gant  takes  a  delight  in  odduesaeai. 
choosing  to  part  with  her  clotheij. 
though  for  a  song.  Dost  think 
she  is  uot  a  little  touched  at  times? 
I  am  afraid  she  is,  A  little  spieo: 
of  that  insanity,  I  doubt,  rum 
through  her,  that  she  had  in  % 
stronger  degree ,  in  the  first  week 
of  my  operations.  Her  contempt 
of  hfe;  her  proclamations;  hec 
refusal  of  matrimony ;  and  now  Or 
money  from  her  most  intimat^ 
friend;  are  sprinklings  of  tbift 
kind,  and  no  other  way,I  think, ta 
be  accounted  for. 

Her  apothecary  is  agoodhoiieB|L 
fellow.  I  like  him  much.  Bd^ 
the  silly  dear's  harping  so  conti- 
nually upon  one  string,  dying, 
dying,  dying,  is  what!  have  no, 
patience  with.  I  hope  all  thui. 
melancholy  jargon  is  owing  en^ 
tirely  to  the  waj;  I  would  have  bw 
to  be  in.  Aud  it  being  as  new  to 
her,  as  the  bible  beautioato  thee**,, 
D  wonder  she  knows  not  what  bfi 
lake  of  herself,  and  so  fanuea 
le  ia  breeding  death,  when  tlia 
?ent  will  turn  out  quite  the 

"Thou  art  a  sorry  fellow  in  thy 
^marks  on  the  education  ana 
qualification  of  smarts  and  beaux; 
of  the  rakish  order^  if  by  thy  toe'*  > 
and  iw's  thou  meanest  thyself  of 
QDQ-iHHF:  for  I  presume  to  say,  that^ 


pon  anj  p«tj-  of  plom 
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tlic  picture  has  nn  resemblance  of 
US,  who  have  read  and  conversed 
aswehavedone.  It  majindeed, 
and  I  believe  it  does,  resemble 
the  generality  of  the  fops  and 
CDXcomba  about  town.  But  that 
let  them  look  to;  for,  if  itaffecte 
not  me,  to  nhat  purpose  thj 
random  shot?  —  If  indeed  thou 
£ndest,  by  the  new  light  darted 
m  upon  thee,  since  thou  hast  hnd 
the  noncrar  of  conversing  with  this 
admirable  ereature,  that  the  ca.p 
fita  th;  own  head ,  why  thi 
cording  to  the  9111  copfif  rul 
takeandclapiton:  and  1  will  add 
ftBtringof  bells  to  it,  to  complete 
thee  for  the  fore-horse  of  the  idiot 

Although  I  juiit  now  said  a  kind 
tiling  or  two  for  this  fellow  Hick- 
man; yetlcan  tell  thee,  I  could 
(to  tiBO  one  of  my  noble  peer'! 
QUinble  phrases)  eai  Mm  iw  wiih 
out  a  com  of  salt,  when  1  think 
of  hiB  impudence  to  salute  my 
diormer  twice  at  parting'*:  and 
have  still  less  patience  with  the 
lady  herself  for  presuming  to  offer 
her  cheek  or  lip  [thou  aayeat  not 
which]  to  him,  and  to  press  hi 
clomsy  6fit  between  her  charming 
hands.  An  honour  worth  a  king^ 
ransom;  and  what  I  would  give- 


press  her,  as  thou  anyest  he  did, 
to  his  stupid  heart;  at  that  time, 
DO  doubt ,  more  sensible  than  ever 
it  was  before ! 
By  thy  description  of  their  part- 
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in  this  lady's  displeasure,  will  be 
thy  exaltation  from  herconyersa- 
tiou.  I  envy  thee  as  well  for  thy 
opportunities,  as  for  thy  improve- 
meuts:  and  such  an  impression 
has  thy  concluding  paragraph  * 
made  upon  me,thatl  wishldo  not 
get  into  a  reformation  humour  aa 
well  as  thou:  and  then  what  a 
oouule  of  lamentable  puppies 
shall  we  make,  howling  m  reci- 
tative to  each  other's  discordant 

Let  me  improve  upon  the 
thought,and  imagine  that,  turned 
hermits,  we  have  opened  the  two 
old  eaves  at  Homsey,  ordugnew 
ones;  and  in  each  of  our  cetlB  set 
up  a  death's  head,  and  an  hour- 
glass, fqr  objects  of  contem- 
plation —  I  have  seen  such  a  pic- 
ture: but  then,  Jack,  had  not 
I  be  old  penitent  fornicator ,  a 
suffocating  long  erey  beard? 
What  figures  would  a  couple  of 
brocaded  or  laced -waist  coated 
toupets  make  with  their  sour 
screwed  up  half-cocked  faces,  and 
more  than  half-shut  eyes,  in  a 
kneeliug  attitude,  recapitulating 
their  respective  rogueries?  This 
scheme,  were  we  only  to  make 
trial  of  it,  and  return  afterwards 
to  our  old  ways,  might  serve  to 
better  purpose  by  far,  than  Hor- 
ner's in  the  Country  Wife,  to  bring 
the  pretty  girls  to  ub. 

Let  me  see;  the  author  of  Hudi- 
bras  has  somewhere  a  description 
that  would  suit  us,  when  met  in 
one  of  our  caves,  and  comparing 
our  dismal  notes  together.  This 
is  it.     Suppose  mo  described  — 
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Id  by  hi 


flel^o.d,  cheek  by  jo»l. 
I  know  tbou  wilt  tliiuk  me  too 
ludicraus.     1  think  myself  ho.     It 
is  truly,  to  be  iDsenuoua,  a  forced 


cry.  Like  lioupst  drunken 

Jack  DaTentry  [poor  fellon !  wbat 
an  unhappy  end  was  bisi]  —  Thou 
knowBBt,  I  naed  to  obaerve,  that 
■whenever  he  rose  from  an  euter- 
tainmeat,  which  he  never  did 
sober,  it  waa  hia  way,  aaeoon  as 
he  got  to  the  door,  to  look  round 
him  like  a  carrier  pigeon  just 
thrown  up,  in  order  to  spy  out  his 
course;  and  then  takmg  to  hia 
heela,  he  would  run  all  the  way 
home,  though  it  were  a  mile  or 
two,  when  he  could  hardly  stand, 
and  must  have  tumbled  on  his 
uoae  if  he  had  attempted  to  walk 
moderately.  This  then  be  my 
excuse,  iu  this  my  nacouverted 
estate,  for  a  coacluaion  so  un- 
worthy of  the  conclusion  to  thy 
third  letter. 

What  a  length  have  I  mnl  — 
Tbou  wilt  own,  that  if  Ipay  thee 
not  in  quality,  I  do  in  quantity; 
and  yet  I  leave  a  multitude  of 
things  unobserved  upon.  Indeed 
I  hardly  at  this  present  time  know 
what  to  do  with  myself  but  scrib- 
ble. Tired  with  Lord  M.  who,  in 
his  recovery,  haa  played  upon  mo 
the  fable  of  Ilie  nurse,  the  crying 
child,  and  the  wolf —  tired  with 
my  cousins  Montague,  though 
charming  girls,  were  they  not  so 


near  of  kin  —  tired  with  Mowbraj 
and  Tourville,  and  their  ever- 
laating  identity  —  tired  with  the 
country  —  tired  of myaelf^  long^ 
ing  for  what  I  have  not  —  I  must 
go  to  town;  and  there  have  a^ 
mterview  with  the  charmer  of  my 
soul ;  for  desperate  diseases  must 
wound  I  have  desperate  remedies;  and  I 
only  wait  to  know  my  doom  from 
Miss  Howe;  and  then,  if  it  ba' 
rejection,  I  will  try  my  fate,  ajid, 
receive  my  sentence  at  her  feet.  — < 
Butlwillapprise  thee  of  it  before^ 


hand,  as  1  told  thee,  that  thoft 
may'st  keep  thy  parole  with  tha 
lady  in  the  best  manner  thou 
canst. 

LETTEK  XI. 
Miss  Uowe  lo  MUi  Clarisei  nsrl 
|lH  SHsirer  ru  hfi-s  .ifM<,S7,  Ko.vil.-rtllj 
Friday  night,  July  18, 

I  WILL  now,  my  dearest  fnemdi 
write  to  you  all  mj  mind ,  withow 
reserve,  on  your  resolution  not  tr™ 
have  this  vilest  of  men.  Yougwi^ 
me,  in  yours  of  Sunday  the  23l^ 
reasons  so  worthy  of  the  pun 
mind  of  my  Clariasa,  in  support 
of  this  your  reaolntion.  that  no-^ 
thing  hut  self-love,  lest  1  sbouli 
lose  my  ever- ami  able  friend,  coali 
have  prevailed  npon  me  to  wtidi 
you  to  alter  it.  Indeed ,  I  thought 
it  was  impossible  there  could  0$ 
(however Qesirable)ao  noble  I 
stance  given  by  any  of  our  se  , 
a  passion  conciuercd,  when  tnera 
were  so  many  mducementa  to  give 
way  to  it  And  therefore  I  wa» 
willing  to  urge  you  once  mt 
_  jij^j,  j^gj  indignation. 


^^Vnd  to  be  prQvaJled  upon  bj  the 
^"wUeitations  of /lis  frieuds,  before 
yoo  carried  jour  reaentinenta  to 
M  great  a  height,  that  it  would 
be  more  difficult  for  you ,  and  less 
toyoor  honour,  to  comply,  than 
if  you  had  compbed  at  firsL 

But  now,  my  dear,  that  I 

you  fixed  in  your  noble  resolution: 

and  that  it  ta  impoiiaible  for  your 

^^•nre  mind  to  join  Itaelf  with  that 

^■WM)  perjured  a  miscreant;  I 

^^Kfatalate  yon  most  heartily  npoii 

^HRl  and  beg  your  pardon  for  but 

^VieeiDingtodoubt,  thatrtmrjand 

*  practice  were  not  the  same  thing 

irith  my  beloved  Clariaaa. 

I  have  only  one  thing  that  sad 
deaa  my  heart  on  this  occasion; 
and  that  ie  the  bad  state  of  bealtli 
Mr.  Hickman  (unwillingly)  owns 
you  are  in.  Hitherto  you  have 
well  observed  the  doctrine  yon  al- 
ways laid  down  to  me.  That  a 
oeoBOred  person  should  first  seek 
toibejuatified  to/iicsei/',  andgive 
but  «  4Bcond  place  to  the  world's 

X'  lion  of  her;  and,  ia  all  cases 
re  the  two  could  not  be  recon- 
ciled, have  preferred  the  first  to 
\})ftLa^i;  and  are,  of  consequence, 
wall  joatlfied  to  your  own  heart  as 
well  as  to  your  Anna  Howe.     Let 
ma  therefore  bosoecit  you  to  en- 
deavoart  by  all  poasiole  means, 
to  veeover  your  health  and  spirits: 
K    and  this,   as  what,   if  it  emt  be 
L  ffltected ,    will    crowu   the  work, 
k  wul  shew  the  world,  that  you  were 
K  indeed  got  above  the  base  wretch ; 
w    ud,     though    put   out   of   your 
eowseforalittle while,  couldre- 
mnte  it  again,  and  go  on  blessing 
""    iritbin   your   knowledge. 
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well  by  yont  ciample ,  as  by  your 
precepts. 

For  heaven's  sake,  then,  for 
the  world's  sake,  for  tho  honour 
ofoursex,  and form^ sake,  ouce 
more  1  beseech  you,  try  to  over- 
come this  shock:  and  if  you  can 
overcome  it,  1  shall  then  be  as 
happy  as  1  wish  to  be ;  for  1  can- 
not, indeed  1  cannot,  think  of 
parting  with  you,  for  many,  many 

The  reasons  you  give  for  dis- 
couraging my  wishes  to  have  you 
that 


mind  is  fully  settled ,  as  (nc 
are  so  abaolutely  dotermiued  Ju  it, 
witii  regard  to  this  wretch)  1  hope 
it  will  soon  be,  I  shall  expect  yon 
with  us,  or  near  ua;  and  then  you 
shall  chalk  out  every  path  that  1 
will  set  my  foot  in ;  nor  will  I  turn 
iiaide  either  to  the  right  hand  or 
to  the  left. 

You  wish  I  had  not  mediated 
for  you  to  your  friends.  I  wish  so 
too;  because  my  mediation  was 
ineffectual'  because  it  may  give 
oengrouna  for  the  malice  of  some 
of  them  to  work  upon;  and  be- 
cause you  are  angry  with  me  for 
doing  so.  But  how,  as  X  said  in 
my  former,  could  1  sit  down  in 
quiet  wbou  I  knew  how  uneasy 
tneir  implacableness  made  you? 
—  But  1  will  tear  myself  from  the 
subject;  for  1  eee  I  shall  be  warm 
again  —  and  displease  you  —  and 
there  is  not  one  thing  in  the  world 
that  I  would  do,  however  agree- 
able to  myself,  if  1  thought 
would  disoblige  you:,  u 
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that  I  wonld  omit  to  do ,  if  I  knew 
it  would  give  yon  pleasure.  And 
indeed,  my  dear  half -severe  friend, 
I  will  try  if  I  cannot  avoid  the  fault 
-  1  willingly  as  I  would  the  rehike. 
For  tbia  reason ,  I  forbear  say- 
g  aaythingon  so  nice  a  subject 
as  your  letter  to  your  sister.  It 
'  be  right,  because  you  think 
—  and  if  it  ba  taken 
ought,  that  will  shew  you  that  it 
is.  But  if  it  begets  insults  and  r~ 
vilincB,  as  it  is  but  too  likely - 
I  find  you  don't  intend  to  let  n 

You  were  always  eo  ready 
accnse  yoursetf  for  other  peopli 
faults,  snd  to  suspect  your 
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ment  of  your  relations, 
have  often  told  you,  I  cannot 
imitate  you  in  this.  It  is  not  a 
necessary  point  of  belief  with  me, 
that  all  people  in  years  are  Ihere- 
forewiBB;  or  tha.t  all  young  people 
are  therefure  rash  and  headstrong : 
it  may  be  generally  the  case,  as 
far  as  I  know :  and  possibly  it  may 
be  so  in  the  case  ofViy  mother  and 
ftergbl:  but  I  will  venture  to  say, 
\  that  it  has  not  yet  appeared  to  be 
so  between  the  principals  of  Har- 
lowe  Place,  and  their  second 
daughter. 

You    are    for    excusing  them 

beforehand     for    their    eapected 

cruelly,  aanot  knowing  what  you 

have  suffered,  nor  how  ill  you  are: 

they  have  heard  of  the  former.and 

are  not  sorry  for  it ;  of  the  latter, 

they  have  been  lold,  and  /  have 

I       most  reason  to  know  how  they 

H     have  taken  it  —  but  I  shall  be  far 

I     bom  avoiding  the  fault,  and  as 


BUrely  shall  incur  the  rebuke,  if  I 
say  any  more  upon  this  subject.  I 
will  therefore  only  add  at  present, 
that  your  reasonings  ia  their  be- 
half shew  jou  to  be  ail  excellence : 
their  returns  to  you,  that  they  are 
all  — do,  my  dear,  let  me  end  with 
a  tittle  bit  of  spitefiil  justice  —  but 
you  won't,  I  know  —  so  1  have 
done,  quite  done,  however  re- 
luctantly: yet  if  you  think  of  the 
word  I  would  have  said,  don't 
doubt  the  justice  of  it,  and  fill  up 
the  blank  with  it. 

You  intimate,  that  were  I 
actually  married,  and  Mr.  Hick- 
man to  desire  it,  you  would  think 
of  obliging  me  with  a,  visit  on  the 
occasion',  and  that  perhaps  when 
with  me,  it  would  be  difficult  for 
you  to  remove  far  from  me. 

Lord ,  my  dear,  what  a  stresa  do 
you  seem  to  lay  upon  Mr.  Hick- 
man's desiring  it !  —  To  he  sure  be 
does,  and  would  of  all  things  de> 
sire  to  have  you  near  us,  and  vnlh 
us,  if  we  might  bo  so  favoured  - 
policy,  as  well  as  veneration  fbr 
ymi,  would  undoubtedly  make  the 
man,if n(itafool,rZf9!Ve this.  Bnt 
let  me  tell  you,  that  if  Mr.  Hi 
man,  after  marriage,  should  pre- 
tend to  dispute  with  me  my  friend- 
ships, as  1  hope  I  am  not  quite  a 
fool,  I  should  let  him  know  how 
far  his  own  quiet  was  concerned  in. 
such  an  impertinence;  especially 
if  they  were  aueh  friendships  ai 
were  contracted  before  I  knew  him. 

I  know  I  always  differed  frtim 
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dear,  from  a  persoji  of  your  BCDse 
and  judgment,  are  no  nnj  advan- 
tageouB  to  ua;  inasmucli  aa  they 
jiutify  that  assuming  sex  iu  their 
insolence;  when  hardly  one  out 
of  len  of  them,  their  opportuni- 
tiee  considered,  deserres  any  pre- 
rogative at  all.  Look  through  all 
the  faraiiies  we  know;  and  we 
shall  not  find  one-third  of  theun 
have  half  the  sense  of  their  wives. 
And  yet  these  are  to  be  vested 
with  prerogatives!  And  a  woman 
of  twice  their  sense  has  nothiuK  to 
do  bat  hear,  tremble,  and  oBey 

—  and  for  consciaiCg-aabB  too,  I 
warrant  I 

But  Mr.  Hickman  and  I  may 
perhaps  have  a  little  diacourae 
npontbesesort  of  subjects,  before 
I  suffer  him  to  talk  of  the  day: 
and  then  I  shall  let  him  know 
what  he  has  to  trust  to ;  as  be  will 
me,  if  he  be  a  sincere  man,  what 
he  pretends  to  expect  from  me. 
Bntletme  tell  yon,  my  dear,  that 
it  is  more  in  your  power,  than  per- 
haps you  think  it,  to  hasten  the 
dsyso  much  pressed  for  by  my  mo- 
ther, as  weir  as  wished  for  by  you 

—  for  the  very  day  that  you  caii 
KBsure  me  that  yon  are  in  a  toler- 
able state  of  health,  and  have  dis- 
charged yonr  doclor  and  apothe- 
cary, at  their  own  motions,  on 
tiiat  accouut  —  some  day  in  a 
month  Arom  that  desirable  news, 
shall  be  it.  So  my  dear,  make 
haste  and  be  well,  and  then  this 
matter  will  be  brought  to  effect  in 
ataanner  more  agreeable  to  your 
Anna  Hone  tbau  it  otherwise  evei- 
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hand,  to  the  Miss  Montagues,  your 
letter  of  juat  reprobation  of  the 
greatest  profligate  in  the  king- 
dom ;  and  hope  I  shall  not  have 
done  amiss  that  I  transcribe  some 
of  the  paragraphs  of  yourletterof 
the  23d,  and  send  them  with  it, 
iiH  you  at  first  intended  should  be 

You  are,  it  seems  (and  that  too 
much  for  your  health)  emp!o;yed 
in  writing:  I  hope  it  is  in  penning 
down  the  particulars  of  your  tra- 
gical story.  And  my  mother  has 
put  me  in  mind  to  press  vou.  to  it, 
with  a  view,  that  one  dav,  if  it 
might  be  published  under  feigned 
names,  it  would  be  of  asmucnuse 
as  honour  to  the  sei.  My  mother 
says,  she  cannot  help  admiring 
you  for  the  propriety  of  your  re- 
sentment in  your  refusal  of  the 
wretch;  and  she  would  be  ex- 
tremely glad  to  have  her  advice 
of  penniug  your  sad  story  com- 
plied with.  And  then,  she  says, 
your  noble  conduct  throughout 
your  trials  and  calamities  will 
afford  not  only  a  shining  exaniplo 
to  our  sex,  but  at  the  same  time 
(those  calamities  befalling  ancR 
a  person)  a  fearful  wammg  to 
the  inconsiderate  young  creatures 

On  Monday  we  shall  set  out  on 
our  Journey;  and  I  hope  to  be 
back  in  a  fortnight,  and  on  my 
return  will  have  one  pull  more 
with  my  mother  for  a  London 
journey  r  and,  if  the  pretence  must 
be  thehnyingof  clotfies,  tbeprin- 
cipal  motive  will  be  that  of  seeing 
3  more  my  dear  friend,  whilel 
say,  1  hnvo  iio\.  tnaNi-i  ^ruca. 


I 


consent  to  the  change  of  a  visitor 
into  a  relation,   and  bo  can  call 
mjaeif  Mr  own,  as  well  as 
Your 

Anna  Howe. 


DiuK  Ltoma,  Sal.  JuLj  £9. 

I  HiTE  not  been  wanting  to  use 
nil  my  interest  with  my  beloved 
friend,  to  induce  her  to  forgive 
and  be  reconciled  to  your  cousin 
(tlioagh  he  has  eo  ill  deserved  it)i 
iind  have  even  repfatediaj  earnest 
advice  to  her  on  this  head.  This 
repetition,  and  the  waiting  for  her 
answer,  having  taken  up  time, 
have  been  the  cause  that  I  could 
not  sooner  do  myself  the  honour 
of  writing  to  yon  on  this  subject. 

Yon  will  see  by  the  inclosed,  her 
immoveable  resolution,  grounded 
on  noble  and  high-BouIedmotives. 
which  I  cannot  hut  regret  and  ap- 
plaud at  the  same  time;  applaud, 
for  the  justice  of  her  determina- 
tion, which  will  confirm  all  your 
k  worthy  house  in  the  opinion  you 
[  had  conceived  of  her  unequalled 
i  merft;  andregret,  because  I  have 
I  but  too  much  reason  to   appre- 
a  well  hy  that,  as  by  the 
report  of  a  gentleman  just  come 
from  her,  that  she  is  in  such  a  de- 
cliningwaya^  to  her  health,  that 
her  thougnts  are  very  differently 
employed  than  ou  a  continuance 

The  inclosed  letter  she  thought 
fit  to  send  to  me  unsealed,  that 
after  I  had  penised  it,  I  mleht  for- 
ward it  to  you ;  aiid  this  is  the  rea- 


son it  is  superscribed  by  myself, 
and  sealed  with  my  seal.  It  is 
very  full  and  peremptory;  but  as 
she  bad  been  pleased,  in  a  letter 
to  me,  dated  the  23d  instant  (aa 
soon  as  she  could  hold  a  pen)  t» 
give  inemore  ample  reasons  why- 
she  could  not  comply  with  your 
(resBiug  requests,  as  well  as  mine, 
will  transcribe  some  of  tiie  pas- 
sages in  that  letter,  which  v '" 
give  one  of  the  wickedest  mOD 
the  world  (if  he  sees  them)  reat 
to  think  himself  one  of  the  most 
unhappy,  in  the  loss  of  so  incom- 
parable a  wife  as  he  might  have 
gloried  in,  had  he  not  been  so 
perlatieely  wieked.  These  are 
passages : 

[See  for  thfse passages,  MissHar-j 
tome's  Letter,  No.  CKtxiv.  ofVol}- 
III.  ilalcd  July  2'A,  marked  m 
turned  cominag,  (ftus"] 
And  now,  ladies,  you  have  be- 
fore  you  my  beloved  friend's  rea- 
sons for  her  refusal  of  a  man  tui- 
worthy  of  the  relation  he  bears  to  ' 
so  many  excellent  persons ;  andt. 
wilt  add  (for  1  cannot  help  it}, 
lliat  the  merit  and  rank  of  tha 
person  considered,  and  the  vile 
manner  of  his  proceedings,  tlisrfl 
never  was  a  greater  villainy  com- 
mitted: and  since  she  thinks  her 
first  and  nnli)  fault  cannot  be 
expiated  but  by  death,  1  pray  to 
Goddajli),  and  will  AouW^iromt'"' 
moment  1  shall  hear  of  that  ■ 
catastrophe,  that  he  will 
jileased  to  make  him  the  subject 
of  his  venfeance,  in  some'  such 
way,  as  that  all  who  know  of 
his  perfideons  crime,  may  see 
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ind  of  heavctt  in  the  puuishmeut 


[ 

^B^  Yoa  will  forgive  me,  ladies:  I 
^^hve  not  mine  own  sddI  betteT 
^Pban  1  do  Miss  Clarissa  Harlo we. 
^HAnd  tbe  distresses  she  has  gone 
through ;  the  persecntion  she  suf- 
fers from  ail  her  frieuds:  tbe  curse 
the  lies  under  far  his  sake,  from 
her  implncable  father;  her  re-| 
duced  health  and  circumetances,  | 
from  high  health  and  afiluence; 
aod  that  execrable  arrest  and  con- ' 
fiaement,  which  have  deepened! 
^1  her  othei  calamities  (and 
which  must  be  laid  at  hiB  door,  as 
it  was  the  aet  of  his  vile  agents, 
thai  whether  from  his  immediate 
OMleTs  or  not,  naturally  flowed, 
&Dm  his  preceding  baseness) :  the 
«ei  diabonoured  in  the  eye  of  (he 
worid,  in  the  person  of  one  of  the 
greatest  ornaments  of  it;  the  na- 
laaaiy  methods,  whatever  they 
were  (for  1  know  not  all  as  yet)  by 
which  he  compasaed  her  ruin  — 
kII  these  considerations  join  to 
jostifyjmy  warmth,  and  my  eiecra- 
tioDB  of  a  man  whom  I  think  ex-'. 
eluded  by  his  crimes  from  the  be- 
nefit even  of  Christian  forgiveness ! 
—  and  were  you  to  see  all  she: 
writer,  and  to  know  the  admirable  I 
t^entB  she  is  mistress  of,  you' 
fonraelTes  would  join  with  me  to ' 
admire  her,  and  execrate  him. 
....  e  me  to  be,  with  a  high 
Dae  of  your  merits, 

Dear  ladies, 
IT  moat  obedient  humble 
servant, 

Ann*  Howe. 


B  the 


1  teU 


an  hopeful  way,  as  to  his  health. 
He  desires  his  duty  to  you.  He  is 
very  low  and  weak,  and  so  am  I. 
But  this  is  tbe  first  time  that  1 
have  been  able,  for  several  days 
past,  to  sit  up  to  write,  or  I  would 
not  have  been  so  long  silent. 

Your  letter  to  your  sister  is  re- 
ceived and  answered.  You  have 
the  answer  by  this  time,  Isuppose. 
1  wish  it  may  be  to  your  satisfac- 
tion ;  but  am  afraid  it  will  not ;  for, 
by  Betty  Barnes,  I  find  they  were 
in  a  great  ferment  on  receiving 
^ours,  and  much  divided  whether 
It  should  be  answered  or  not. 
They  will  not  yet  believe  that  you 
are  so  ill,  as  (to  my  infinite  con- 
cern) I  find  you  are.  What  passed 
between  Miss  Harlowe  and  Miss 
Howe,  has  been,  as  I  feared  it 
would  be,  an  aggravation. 

1  shewed  Betty  two  or  three 
passages  in  your  letter  to  me ;  and 
she  seemed  moved,  and  said,  she 
would  report  them  favourably, 
and  would  procure  me  a  visitfrom 
Miss  Harlowe,  if  I  would  premise 
to  shew  the  same  to  her.  But  1 
have  heard  no  more  of  that. 

Motbinks,!  am  sorry  you  refuse 
the  wicked  man:  But  doubt  not, 
nevertheless,  that  your  motives 
for  doing  so  are  more  commend- 
able than  my  wishes  that  yoa 
would  not.  But  as  you  would.be 
resolved,  as  I  maj  aa.'j ,  "MiNiie , 'A 
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yon  gave  way  to  aueh  a  thought; 
and  as  I  have  so  much  interest  in 
yonr  recovery;  I  cannot  forbear 
shewing   this   ree; 

'  '  0  ask  you ,  S  you  cannot  get 
your  just  reaentraent?  — 
But  I  dare  say  no  more  on  this 
sabject. 

What  a  dreadful  thing  indeed 
was  it  for  my  dearest  tender  young 
lady  to  be  arrested  in  the  streets 
fifLondonI  — How  does  my  heart 
go  over  again  for  you,  what  yours 
mnat  have  suffered  at  that  time! 
—  Yet  this,  to  such  a  mind  as 
yours,  must  be  light,  compared 
to  what  you  had  suffered  before. 

0  my  dearest  Miss  Clary,  bow 
shall  we  know  what  to  pray  for, 
when  we  pray,  but  that  (Voif,?  will 
may  be  dnne,  and  that  we  may  be 
resiffaed  to  ill  —  When  at  nine 
years  old,  and  afterwards  at 
eleven,  you  had  adaogerous  fever, 
how  incessantly  did  we  all  grieve, 
and  pray,  and  put  up  our  vows  to 
the  throne  of  grace  for  your  re- 
covery! —  For  all  our  lives  were 
bound  up  in  your  life  —  yet  iidm', 
my  dear,  as  it  has  proved  (espe- 
cially if  we  are  soon  to  lose  yon) 
what  ftmuchmoredeBirableeveut, 
both  for  you  and  for  us,  would 
it  have  been,  had  we  then  lost 
you. 

A  sad  thing  to  say !  but  as  it  is 
in  pure  love  to  yon  that  I  say  it, 
and  in  full  conviction  that  we  are 
not  always  fit  to  be  our  own 
choosers,  I  hope  it  may  be  ex- 
cusable: and  the  rather,  as  the 
same  reflection  will  naturally  lead 
both  you  and  me  to  acquiesce 
ujider  the  present  dispensation: 
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aince  we  are  assured,  that  nothing- 
happens  by  chance;  and  that  the 
greatest  good  may,  for  ought 
we  know,  be  produced  from  the 
heaviest  evils. 

1  am  glad  yon  are  with  such 
honest  people:  and  that  yon  have 
all  your  effects  restored.  How 
dreadfully  have  you  been  used, 
that  one  should  be  glad  of  such 
a  poor  piece  of  justice  as  that! 

Your  talent  at  moving  the  pas- 
sions 19  always  hinted  at,  and  this 
Betty  of  yonr  sister's  never  comes 
near  me ,  that  she  is  not  full  of  it. 
But,  as  you  say,  whom  hfts  it 
moved  that  you  wished  to  move? 
Yet,  were  it  not  for  this  unhappy 
notion,  I  am  sure  ^our  mother 
would  relent.  Forgive  me,  my 
dear  Miss  Clary;  ^r  I  must  try 
one  way  to  be  convinced  if  my 
opinion  be  not  juflt  Butlwillnot 
tell  you  what  that  is,  unless  it 
succeeds.  I  will  try,  in  pure  duty 
and  love  to  them,  as  well  aa  to 
ijoa. 

May  heaven  be  your  support  in 

all  your  trials,   is  the  conatant 

prayer,  my  dearest  young  ladj',of 

Your  ever  affectionate  fhend 


JuDlia  NOBTOS. 


an^  thing  I  might 
,  from  my  be- 


happen   to  .         .^    _  _ 

loved  Miss  Clary,  andsoill,  that 
I  carmot  attend  to  oxh  yonr  leave, 
X  give  you  this  trouble,  toletjoii 
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knon',that  I  Lave  received  u  letter 
from  her;  nhich,  1  think  I  should 
hereafter  beheld  iuoicusable,  as 
things  may  happen,  if  I  did  not 
desire  penuissjon  to  commimicate 
to  Tou,  aud  that  as  sood  as  poa- 
flibk 

Applieationa  have  been  made 
to  the  dear  young  lady  from  Lord 
M.,  from  the  t  no  ladies  his  sisters, 
and  &otn  both  his  nieces,  and  from 
the  wicked  man  himself,  to  for- 
give and  marry  him.  This,  in 
aoble  iadignatiou  for  the  usage 
she  has  received  from  him,  she 
lias  absolutely  refused.  And  per- 
haps, madam,  if  you  and  the 
honoured  family  should  be  of 
o^niou,  that  to  comply  with  tbeir 
wishes  ia  ntiw  the  properest  mea- 
nue  that  can  be  taken ,  the  cir- 
emnstances  of  tbiugs  may  require 
your  authority  or  advice  to  in- 
duce her  to  change  her  mind. 

I  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
one  motive  for  her  refusal,  U  her 
fill!  conviction  that  she  shall  not 
Ions  be  a  trouble  to  any  body;  and 
BO  me  would  not  give  a  husband  a 
ligbt  to  interfere  with  her  family,  I 
in  relation  tothe  estate  her  grand-' 
father  devised  to  her.  But  of  this, 
however,  I  have  not  the  least  in- 
tiinatioD  froQ]  her.  Nor  would  she, 
I  dare  sa^,  mention  it,ae  areason, 
haviug  still  stronger  reasons,  from 
his  vile  treatment  of  her,  to  refuse 

The  letter  I  have  received  will 
shew  bow  truly  penitent  the  dear 
creature  is:  and  if  1  have  your 
permission,  Iwill  send  itsealed  up, 
withaeopy  of  mine,  to  which  it  ia, 
{HL  answer.    But  as  1  resolve  upon  i 


this  step  without  her  knowledge 
(and  indeed  1  do)  1  will  not  ac- 
quaint her  with  it  J  unless  it  be 
attended  with  desirable  effects: 
because,  otherwise,  besides mak- 


her  diapleasure,  it 
quite    break  he      ■      -' 
harf-broken  heart.    I ! 


light  quite   break  her  already 


Honoured  Madam, 

Your  dutiful  and  ever- obliged 

Servant, 

J  nulla  NoBi'os. 

LETTER  XV. 


We  alt  know  your  virtuous  pru- 
dence, worthy  woman:  we  all  do. 
But  your  partiality  to  this  your 
rash  favourite  is  likewise  known. 
Aud  we  are  no  leas  acquainted 
with  the  unhappy  girl's  power  of 
painting  her  distresses   so  as  to 

Every  one  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  dear  naughty  creature  is  work- 
ing about  to  be  forgiven  and  re- 
ceived; aud  for  this  reason  it  ie, 
tbatUelty  has  been  forbidden  [not 
by  wif,  youmay  be  surel]  to  men- 
tion any  more  of  her  letters;  for 
she  did  apeak  to  my  Bella  of  some 
moving  passages  you  read  to  her. 

This  will  convince  vou .  that 
nothing  will  be  heard  in  tier  favour. 
To  what  purpose  then  'should  I 
mention  any  thing  about  her?  — 
But  you  may  be  sure  that  I  laitl,  if 
I  can  have  but  one  second.  How- 
ever, that  ifl  not  at  all  likely,  until 
we  see  what  the  conseguenc™  of 
her  crime  may  be:  ana  -wWi  t^n. 
tell  that?  —  aha  inag  — ^ci-«  'jm*^ 
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I  apeak  it,  and  my  once  darling 
daughteruninarried!  —  Sheinay 
be  with  child!  —  This  would  per- 
petuate her  stain.  Her  brother 
may  come  to  somB  harm;  which 
God  forhidl  —  One  child's  ruin,  1 
hope ,  will  not  be  followed  by  an- 
"''" era  murder. 

ia  to  her  grief  and  her  present 
misery,  whatever  it  be,  she  must 
bear  with  it^  and  it  most  be  short 
of  what  I  hourly  bear  for  her !  In- 
deed I  am  aftaid  nothing  bat  her 
being  at  the  lost  eitremity  of  all. 
nill  make  her  father,  and  her 
uncles,  and  her  other  friends,  for- 
give her. 

The  easy  pardon  perverse  chil- 
dren meet  with,  when  they  have 
done  the  rasheat  and  most  rebel- 
lious thing  they  can  do,  is  the 
reason  (us  is  pleaded  In  us  evcri/ 
Aaij)  that  so  mang  follow  their  ex- 
ample. They  depend  u[)On  the  in- 
dulgent weakness  of  their  parents' 
tempers,  and,  in  that  dependence, 
harden  their  own  hearts:  and  a 
little  humiliation,  when  they  have 
brought  themselves  into  the  fore- 
;  told  misery,  is  to  be  a  saf&cient 
atonement  for  the  greatest  per- 


But  for  such  a  child  as  this  (/ 

meiiUun  laliat  others  hourly  sag,  but 

what  1  iHoul  sorrniefiitig  subscribe 

to)  to  lay  plots  and  stratagems  to 

deceive  her  parents,   as  well  as 

herself;  and  to  run  away  with  a 

libertine:  can  there  be  any  atone- 

ent  for  her  crime!     And  is  she 

)t answerable  toGrod.  to  us, 

>a,andtoall  the  world  who  knew 

;r,  for  the  abuse  of  such  talents 


Tou  say  her  heart  is  half- 
broken:  is  it  to  be  wondered  at? 
Was  not  her  sin  committed  equally 
against  warning,  and  the  light  of 
her  own  knowledge  ? 

That  he  would  now  marry  h  . 
or  that  she  would  refuse  him,  if 
she  believed  him  in  earnest,  as  she 
has  circumstanced  herself,  is  n 
at  all  probable;  and  were  /  i 
clined  to  believe  it,  nnhodg  eist 
here  would.  He  values  not  his 
relations;  and  would  deceive  them 
as  soon  as  any  others ;  his  averMon 
to  marriage  he  has  always  openly 
declared:  and  still  occasioDally 
declares  it.  But  if  he  be  now  in 
earnest:  which  every  one  wha 
knows  him  must  doubt:  which  d9 
you  think  (hating  us,  too,  ai 
profesaea  to  hate  and  despisi 
all)  would  be  most  eligible  herei 
tohearof  her  death.orof  hermu- 
riage  with  such  a  vile  man'' 

loallofus,  yet,  Icannotaajl 
For,  oh!  my  good  Mrs.  Morton, 
you  know  what  a  mother's  tender- 
ness for  the  child  of  her  heait 
tvouldmakeher  choose,  n 
standing  all  that  child's  faulU,. 
rather  than  lose  her  for  ever. 

But  I  must  sail  with  the  tidei 
my  own  Judgment  also  joining 
with  the  general  reseniment;  orl 
should  make  the  unhappiness  o 
the  more  worthy  still  greater  [my 
dear  Mr.  Harlowe's  partieuisr1yj{ 
which  is  already  more  than  enoagn 
to  make  them  unhappy  for  tha 
remainder  of  their  days.  This  I 
know:  if  I  were  to  oppose  Iha 
rest,  our  son  would  fly  oat  to  find 
this  libertine:  and  who  could  teU 
what  would  be  the  iaggp  of<fi 
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^K'with  such  a  man  of  violeiico 

^^^lood  aa  that  Lovelace  is  known 

Ktke 


All  I  can  eipeet  to  prevail  for 
'Iter,  ia,  thatinaweek,  orso,  Mr 
BM.Dd  may  be  seat  up  to  iuquin 
privately  about  her  preseat  state 
and  way  of  life,  ana  to  see  shdi. 
~-'  altogetber  destitute:  for  no 
og  iha  writes  herself  will  be  re 

Her  father  indeed  has ,  at  he 
lat  request,  withdrawn  thi 
;  wtii<Ai,  iD  H  passion,  he  laid 
-npon  her,  at  uer  first  wicked  fl:  ' 
mm  BS.  But  Miss  Howe  {it 
Mtdtkinff,  Mrs.  Norlfm ,  to  sii/fe 
mang  toaf/s  at  onre]  had  made  u 


■pecch  in  all  companies,  as  by 
letters  written  to  my  Bella,  that 
'weeonld  hardly  prevail  upon  him 
to  bear  her  letter  read. 

These  liberties  of  Miss  Howe 

with  ns;  the  general  cry  against 

Hb  abroad,  wherever  we  arespoken 

of;  and  the  uisib/e,  and  not  seldom 

audible   disrespeotfulness,    which 

high  and  low  treat  us  with  to  our 

faceB,aa  we  goto  and  from  church, 

id  even  at  church  (for  no  where 

"  have  wo  the  heart  to  go)  aa  if 

of  UB  had  been  regarded  but 

her  account;  and  as  if  she 

■e  innocent,  we  all  in  fault,  are 

constant  aegravationa,  you  must 

needs  tbinli,  to  the  whole  family. 

She  has  made  my  lot  heavy,  I 
I  am  sure,  that  was  far  from  being 
light  before!  —  To  tell  you  truth, 
1  am  enjoined  not  to  receive  any 
thing  of  hera,  from  any  hand,  with- 
I     OulRttve.  Shouldythwefbregra-i 
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tify  my  yearnings  after  her,  so  for 
as  to  receive  privately  the  letter 
vou  mention,  what  would  the  case 
oe,  but  to  torment  myself,  without 
being  able  to  do  her  good?- —  and 
were  it  to  be  known  —  Mr.  Har- 
lowe  is  sii  paasioniLte  —  and  should 
it  throw  hi9  gout  into  his  stomach, 
as  her  rash  flight  did — indeed,  in- 
deed lam  very  unhappy!  —  For, 
oh  my  good  woman,  she  is  my 
child  still!  —  But  unless  it  were 
more  in  my  power  —  yet  do  I  long 
to  see  the  letter  —  you  say  it  tellH 
of  her  present  way  and  cirenm- 
BtauccB,  —  The  poor  child,  who 
ought  to  be  in  posseBaion  of  thou- 
sands! —  And  loilll  —  For  her 
father  will  be  a  faithful  steward 
for  her.  —  But  it  must  be  in  his 
own  way,  and  at  his  own  time. 

And  is  she  renily  ill?  —  so  very 
,  ?  —  But  she  ought  to  sorrow.  — 
She  has  given  a  double  measure 
of  it. 

But  does  she  realhj  believe  she 
shall  not /(iHytroubleuB?  —  But, 
0  Diy  Norton:  —  She  must,  she 
wW,  long  trouble  us  —  for  can  she 
think  her  death,  if  we  should  be 
deprived  of  her,  will  put  an  end 
to  our  Bfliictions?  —  Can  it  be 
thought,  that  the  fall  of  such  a 
child  will  not  be  regretted  by  us  to 
the  last  hour  of  our  lives? 

But,  in  the  letter  you  have,  does 
she,  without  reserve,  express  her 
contrition?  Has  she  in  it  no  re- 
_  hints?  Does  she  not  aim 
at  eitenuations?  —  If  I  vnre  to 
see  it,  will  it  not  shook  me  bo 
much,  that  my  appwaii  grief  may 

expose  me  to  hara^mBSMal 

itbocoatmci- 
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But  to  what  purpose?  —  Don't 
send  it  —  I  charge  you,  don't  — 
I  dare  not  see  it  — 

Yet  — 

But,  alas!  — 

0  forgive  the  almost  distracted 
mother!  You  can. 

You  know  how  to  allow  for  all 
this.  —  So  I  will  let  it  go.  —  I  will 
not  write  over  again  this  part  of 
my  letter. 

But  I  choose  not  to  know  more 
of  her,  than  is  communicated  to 
us  all  —  no  more  than  I  dare  own 
I  have  seen  —  and  what  some  of 
them  may  rather  communicate  to 
me ,  than  receive  from  me :  and 
this  for  the  sake  of  my  outward 
quiet!  Although  my  inward  peace 
suffers  more  and  more  by  the  com- 
pelled reserve. 

*        *        * 

1  was  forced  to  break  off.  But 
I  will  now  try  to  conclude  my  long 
letter. 

I  am  sorry  you  are  ill.  But  if 
you  were  well,  I  could  not,  for 
your  own  sake,  wish  you  to  go  up, 
as  Betty  tells  us  you  long  to  do. 
If  you  went,  nothing  would  be 
minded  that  came  from  you.  As 
they  already  think  you  too  partial 
in  her  favour,  your  going  up  would 
confirm  it,  and  do  yourself  preju- 
dice, and  her  no  good.  And  as 
every  body  values  you  here,  I  ad- 
vise you  not  to  interest  yourself 
too  warmly  in  her  favour,  espe- 
cially before  my  Bella's  Betty ,  till 
I  can  let  you  know  a  proper  time. 
Yet  to  forbid  you  to  love  the  dear 
naughty  creature,  who  can?  O 
my  Norton  I  you  must  love  her  I  — 
And  so  must  I J 


I  send  you  five  guineas-,  to  help 
you  in  your  present  illness,  and 
your  son's;  for  it  must  have  lain 
heavy  upon  you.  What  a  sad, 
sad  thing,  my  dear  good  woman, 
that  all  your  pains,  and  all  my 
pains,  for  eighteen  or  nineteen 
years  together,  have,  in  so  few 
mouths,  been  rendered  thus  de- 
plorably vain!  Yet  I  must  be  al- 
ways your  friend,  and  pity  you, 
for  the  very  reason  that  I  myself 
deserve  every  one's  pity. 

Perhaps  I  may  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pay  you  a  visit,  as  in 
your  illness,  and  then  may  weep 
over  the  letter  you  mention,  with 
you.  But  for  the  future,  write 
nothing  to  me  about  the  poor  girl, 
that  you  think  may  not  be  com- 
municated to  us  all. 

And  I  charge  you,  as  you  value 
my  friendship,  as  you  wish  my 
peace,  not  to  say  any  thing  of  a 
letter  you  have  from  me ,  either  to 
the  naughty  one,  or  to  any  body 
else.  It  was  some  little  relief  (the 
occasion  given)  to  write  to  you, 
who  must,  in  so  particular  a  man- 
ner, share  my  affliction.  A  mother, 
Mrs.  ^Norton,  cannot  forget  her 
child,  though  that  child  could 
abandon  her  mother;  and,  in  so 
doing,  run  away  with  all  her  mo- 
ther's comforts!  —  As  I  can  truly 
say,  is  the  case  of 

Your  unhappy  Friend, 

Chablotte  Hablows, 


I         Miwi 
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r.Jilyn 


Hra.Norton,  wil 

your  fion's  recoveiy ;  which  I  pray 
to  God,  with  your  own  heallh,  to 
perfect. 

I  write  iu  some  hurry,  being  ap- 
prehensive of  the  consequence  of 
the  hints  you  give  of  some  method 

fou  porpose  to  try  in  my  favonr 
■vith  my  relations,  Ipresumeyou 
mean];  but  you  will  not  tell  me 
nhftt,  you  say,  if  it  prove  unsuc- 
cessful. 

Nowl  must  beg  of  you.  that  j'ou 
will  nottakeany  step  in  myfavoar, 
with  which  you  do  not  first  ac- 
quaint me. 

1  have  but  one  request  to  make 
to  them,  besides  what  is  contained 
in  my  letter  to  my  sister;  and  I 
would  not,  methinks,  for  the  sake 
of  their  own  future  peace  of  mind, 
thftt  they  should  be  teazedao,  by 
your  well-mennt  kindueas,  and 
that  of  Miss  Howe,  as  to  be  put 
imon  denying  me  that.  And  why 
sboald  more  De  asked  for  me  than 
I  can  partake  of?  more  than  ia 
absolutely  necessary  for  my  own 
peace? 

You  Boppose  I  should  have  my 
Bister's  answer  to  mv  letter,  by  Ihe 
lime  ^ours  reached  my  hand.  1 
bareit:  andasevere  one,  a  very 
(evereone,  itis.  Yet,  considering 
my  fonltj  in  tlieir  eyes,  and  the 
jtrOTOcationa  I  am  to  sapposethey 
BO  newly  had  from  my  dear  Miss 
Howe,  1  am  to  look  upon  it  as  a 
favour  that  it  waa  answered  at  .ill, 


answer. 

I  have  reason  to  be  very  thank- 
ful, that  my  father  has  withdrawn 
that  heavy  malediction ,  which  af- 
fected me  so  much  —  a  parent's 
curse,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton!  What 
child  could  die  iu  peace  under  a 
parent's  curse!  so  literally  ful- 
filled too  as  this  has  been  in  what 
relates  to  this  life. 

My  heart  is  too  full  to  touch 
upon  the  particulars  of  my  sister's 
letter.  I  can  tnake  but  one  atone- 
mejit  for  my  fault.  May  Ihol  bo 
accepted!  And  may  it  soon  be 
forgotten ,  by  ft-crj  dear  relation, 
that  there  was  sucb  an  unhappy 
daughter,    sister,    or   niece,    as 


Clanssa  Harlowc. 

My  cousin  Morden  was  one 
those,  who  was  so  earnest 
prayers  for  my  recovery,  atn 


of  those,  who  will  wish  I 
ever  had  had  a  being.  But  pray, 
hen  be  does  come ,  let  me  hear  of 
.with  the  first 

You  think,  that  were  it  not  for 
that  unhappy  notion  of  my  moving 
talent,  my  mother  would  relent. 
What  would  I  give  to  ace  her  once 
,  and,  alUiough  unknown  to 
to  kiss  but  the  hem  of  her 
garment. 
Coaldl  have  thought,  that  the 


wberwouldii 


nnriii. 


/): 


Ike  liwi.  with  what  difficulty  should 
I  have  bren  torn  from  her  embra- 
ced feet!  —  And  when,  atttfecvieA. 
behind  tho  yew  -Wigo ,  on,  'iJaft'ii'Oii 
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of  April  last*,  I  saw  my  father, 
and  my  uncle  Antooy,  and  my 
brother  aud  sister,  how  little  did 
I  think,  that  that  would  be  thf 
last  time  1  should  ever  see  them 
and,  ID  80  shoi't  a  space ,  that  bc 
many  dreadful  evils  would  befal 

But  I  can  write  nothing  but 
what  mast  give  you  trouble.  1 
will  therefore ,  after  repeating  my 
deairethat  you  will  not  intercede 
for  me  but  with 

that'l 
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am,  and  ever  will  be, 
Your  most  afFectiouate 
and  dutiful, 
Clabibsa  Hahlowe 

LETTEB  XVn. 


What  a  miserable  hand  have 
you  made  of  jour  romantic 
giddy  eipedition!  —  I  pity  you  at 
my  heart. 

You  may  u-'elt  grieve  and  re- 

Eentl  —  Lovelace  has  left  you!  — 
1  whatway  or  drcumBlanceB,you 
know  best. 

1  wish  your  conduct  had  made 
youEcase  more  pitiable.    But 
your  own  seeking! 

Godheipyouf— For  you  have 
not  a  friend  will  look  upon  you  !- 
Poor,  wicked,  undone  creaturel- 
Fallen,  as  you  are,  against  wan 
ing,  against  expostulation,  against 


But  it  signifies  nothing  to 
proaeh  you.     I  weep  over  you. 

My  poor  mother!  —  Your  rash- 
ness and  folly  have  made  Aer  more 
miserable  than  you  can  be.  —  Yet 
she  haa  besought  my  father  tc 
grant  your  request. 

My  uncles  joined  with  her;  fo( 
they  thought  there  waa  a  little 
more  modesty  in  your  letter  tfaaa 
in  the  letters  of  your  pert  ad. 
vocate:  and  my  father  is  pleased 
to  give  me  leave  to  write;  but 
only  these  words  for  Sun,  and  no' 
:  'That  he  withdraws  tha 
he  laid  upon  you,  at  the  first 
hearingof  your  wicked  flight,  so 
far  as  it  ia  in  hia  power  to  do  it, 
and  hopes  that  your  present 
punishment  may  be  all  that  yoD 
will  meet  with.  For  the  reat,  he 
will  never  own  you,  nor  forgive 
you ;  and  grieves  he  has  ancli  a 
daughter  in  the  world,' 

All  this,  and  more,  yoa  b&vB 
deserved  from  him,  and  from  all 
of  us:  but  what  have  you  donetg 
this  abandoned  libertine,  to  de- 
serve what  you  have  met  with  at 
Aw  haudsV  — I  fear,  1  fear,  sister! 
—  But  no  more !  —  A  blessed  four 
months'  work  have  you  made 
ofitl 

My  brotherisnow  at  Edinburgh, 
nt  thither  hy  iny  father  [though 
I  knows  not  this  te  bs  the  mo- 
tive] that  he  may  not  meet  yoiu 
triumphant  deluder. 

We  are  told  he  would  be  glad 
tomarryyou:  butwhy,  then, did 
he  abandon  you?  Hehadkeptyon 
till  he  waa  tired  of  yon ,  no  ques- 
tion ;  and  it  is  not  likely  he  woul<] 
wish  to  have  you,  bat  upon  tha 
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you  have  already,  without 
all  doubt,  been  his. 

Yon  ought  to  advise  your  friend 
Hisa  Hone  to  concero  herself  less 
in  yoar matters  than  she  does,  ex- 
cept she  could  do  it  with  more  de- 
cency. She  has  written  three  let- 
ters to  me:  very  insoleut  ones. 
Yourfavonrer,  poor  Mm.  Norton, 
tbiuka  you  know  nothing  of  the 
pert  creature's  writing.  1  liope 
you  don't.  But  then  the  more 
unpertjneiit  the  writer.  But  be- 
lieving the  fond  woman,  I  sal 
down  the  more  readily  to  answei 
your  letter;  and  [write  with  less 
Bereiity,  I  can  tell  you,  than  other- 
wise I  shoald  have  done,  if  1  had 
anBwered  it  at  all 

Mondav  last  was  your  birth- 
day. Think ,  poor  ungrateful 
wretch,  as  you  are!  how  we  all 
used  to  keep  it;  and  yoa  will  not 
wonder  to  be  told,  that  we  ran 
away  froDi  one  another  that  day. 
But  God  give  you  true  penitence, 
if  you  have  it  not  already!  And 
it  uriY/bc  true,  if  it  be  equal  to  the 
shame  and  the  sorrow  you  have 
given  UB  all. 

Your  afflicted  sister, 

Ababella  Hahlowe. 

Your  cousin  Morden  ifl  every  day 
expected  in  England.  He,  aa 
well  ae  others  of  the  family, 
when  he  comes  to  hear  wimt  a 
blessed  piece  of  work  you  have 
roadeofit,  will  wish  you 
had  hod  a  being. 


LETTER  XVm. 


You  have  given  me  great  plea- 
ure,  my  deareat.friend,  by  your 
pprobatiou  of  my  reasouingK, 
,nd  of  my  resolution  founded  upon 
them,  never  to  have  Mr.  Lovelace. 
This  approbation  ia  so  ryht  a 
thing,  give  me  leave  to  Bay,  from 
the  nature  of  the  case,  and  from 
the  strict  honour  and  true  dignity 
of  niiad,  which  1  always  admired 
in  my  Anna  Howe,  that  I  could 
hardly  tell  to  what ,  but  to  my  evil 
destiny,  which  of  late  would  not 
le  please  any  body ,  to  attribute 
advice  you  gave  me  to  the 
contrary. 

But  let  not  the  ill  state  of  my 
health,  and  what  that  may  na- 
turally tend  to,  sadden  you.  I 
have  told  you ,  that  1  will  not  run 
away  from  life,  nor  avoid  the 
means  that  may  continue  it,  if 
God  see  fit:  and  if  hedonoj,  who 
shall  repiue  at  hia  will? 

~it shall  be  found,  thatlhave 
acted  unworthy  of  your  love, 
and  of  my  own  character,  in  my 
greater  trials,  that  will  be  a  hap- 
piness to  both  on  reflection. 

The  shock  that  you  soeamestly 
advise  me  to  try  to  get  above,  was 
a  shock ,  the  greatest  that  1  could 
receive.  But,mydear,  aaitwaa 
not  occasioned  by  my  fault,  I  hope 
'  "  ■  already  got  above  it.   I  hope 

I  am  more  grieved  (at  times, 
however)  for  i/lhers,  than  for  tnij- 
self.    And  ao  1  ought,    "ewt  oaX» 
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have  had  an  escape  .rather  than 
losB,  in  miaaing  Mr.  LoveUce  for  a, 
hnshand  ^  even  liad  ha  not  ci 
mitted  the  vileat  of  all  outrages 

Let  aiiv  one,  who  knows 
story,  collect  his  character  from 
his  behayiour  to  }iie,  before  that 
outrage ;  and  then  judge,  whether 
it  was  in  the  least  prohable  that 
Huchaman  should  make  me  happy. 
Bat  to  collect  his  character  from 
his  principles  with  regard  to  the 
Bexinijeneral,  and  from  his  enter- 
prises upon  maoy  of  them,  and  to 
consider  the  cnielty  i/fkis  nature^ 
andtbesporlivenessofjiisinvention, 
together  with  the  liigli  ojnnioa  he 
liM  of  himself,  it  will  not  bo  doubt- 
ed that  a  wife  of  his  must  have 
been  miserable;  and  more  miser- 
able if  she  loved  him,  than  she 
could  have  been  were  sho  to  bo  in- 
different to  him. 

A  twelvemonth  might  very  pro- 
bably have  putapenod  to  my  life; 
situated  as  I  was  with  my  friends  ■ 
perfloCQt^d  and  harasaed  as  I  had 
been  by  my  brother  and  sister; 
sad  my  very  heart  torn  in  pieces 
'byttietBUfvi,  and  (as  it  is  now  ap- 
parent) pretnediiated  suspenses  of 
the  man,  whose  gratitude  I  wished 
to  engage,  and  whose  protection  1 
was  the  more  entitled  to  expect, 
as  he '  had  robbed  me  of  every 
other,  and  reduced  me  to  an  ab- 
solute dependence  upon  himself. 
Indeed  I  once  thought  that  it  was 
all  his  view  to  briog  me  to  this  (as 
ho  hated  my  family ;)  and  uncom- 
fortable enough  forme,  if  it  had 
been  all. 

Can  it  be  thought,  my  dear,  that 
"'heart  was  aot  more  thauhalf 


broken  (happy  as  I  was  before  I 
knew  Jrfr.  Lovelace)  by  such  a 
grievous  change  in  my  eircum- 
Btances?  —  Indeed  it  was.  Nor 
perhaps  was  the  wicked  violence 
loanfinqtohavecut short,  though 
peasihiy  not  so  t'^ry  short ,  "  '■*" 
that  he  has  spotted  with. 

Had  I  been  bis  but  a  tnonOi ,  he 
cnunt  have  possessed  the  estate  oi 
which  my  relations  had  set  their 
hearts;  the  more  to  their  regret, 
as  they  bated  him  as  maoh  a-  *■- 
hated  them. 

Qavelnotreason,  thesethings. 
considered,  to  think  myself  hap- 
pier without  Mr.  Lovelace  than  I 
eould  have  been  with  him?  —  My 
Tcill  tn'i  vni-inlateil ;  and  very  ItttM), , 
nay ,  not  any  thinjg  as  to  mc 
-iproacb  myself  with? 

But  with  my  relations  it  is  otken- 
ise.    Tbey  indeed  deserve  to  be 
pitied.    They  are,  and  no  doubt 
will  long  be,  unhappy. 

To  judge  of  their  resentmenti 
and  of  their  conduct,  we  must  pr* 

jIves  in  tbeir  situation: — u 
while  they  think  me  more  in  {aatt, 
than  themselves  f whether  my 
favourers  are  of  their  opinion,  Ot- 
and  have  a  right  to  judge  for 
themselves,  tliey  ought  to  have 
great  allowances  made  for  them; 
my  parents  especially.  They ' 
stana  at  least  jc//^ acquitted,  (that 
oti;)  and  the  rather,  aa  the/ 
■ecolleet,  totheirpaiu,  their 
past  indulgences  to  me,  audtheii 

iquestiouable  love. 

"iour  partiality  for  the  friend 
_  lu  BO  much  value,  will  not  easilf 
let  you  comeinto  this  way  of  thinh- 
",g,  Butonly,my  dear,bepleasc(l 


^to  consider  tbe  matter  in  the  fol- 
lowi^  light: 

t&e  moBt  prudeDt  persona  of  her 
aei,  married  into  a  family,  not  per- 
^^apH  ao  h&ppilj  tempered  rs  her- 
^■Mn',  but  erery  one  of  which  she 
^^»d  the  address,  for  a  great  while. 
HSbaolutely  to  govern  as  she  pleased 
^Hjr  her  directing  wisdom,  at  the 
same  time  that  they  knew  not  but 
her  prescriplionB  were  the  dictates 
of  their  own  hearts ;  eucb  a  aweet 
ait  had  she  of  conquering  by  seem- 
ing to  yield.  Think,  my  dear, 
what  must  be  the  pnde  and  tbe 
pleasure  of  sncb  a  mother,  that 
m  my  brother  she  could  give  a  /'an 
to  the  family  she  diatinguiabed 
ndtii  her  love,  not  unworthy  of 
theiv  ivishes;  a  dnughter^  in  my 
mrier,  of  whom  she  had  no  reason 
to  be  ashamed ;  and  in  me  a  second 
daughter,  whom  every  body  com- 
plimented (such  was  their  partial 
favour  to  me)  aa  being  the  still 
more  immediate  likeness  of  her- 
aelf?  How,  self-pleased,  could  she 
smile  round  upon  a  family  she  bad 
■0  bleaaed!  What  compliments 
were  paid  her  upon  the  esample 
she  had  given  us ,  which  was  tol' 
lowed  with  such  hopeful  effects! 
With  what  a  noble  confidence 
conid  she  look  upon  her  dear  Mr. 
Hariowe,  aa  a  person  made  happy 
by  her;  andbedelightedtothiiik, 
that  nothing  but  purity  etreatned 
from  a  fountain  eo  pure  I 

"Now,  my  dear,  reverse,  as  I 
daily  do,  this  charming  prospect. 
"  "" —   iio(iei- sorrowing  "~ 

.  __  en' 

[irees  her  s( 
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in  those  retirements  where  eorrow 
was  before  a  stranger;  hanging 
down  her  pensive  head:  amilesno 
more  beaming  over  her  benign 
aspect:  her  virtue  made  to  suffer 
for  faults  she  could  not  be  guilty 
of:  her  patience  continualiy  tried 
(because  she  has  more  of  it  than 
any  other)  with  repetitions  of 
faults  she  is  as  much  wounded  by, 
as  those  can  be  from  whom  she  so 
often  hears  of  them:  taking  to 
herseif,  aa  the  fountain-head,  a 
taint  which  ouly  had  infected  one 
of  the  under  currents:  afraid  to 
open  her  lips  (were  she  willing)  in 
my  favour,  lest  it  should  be 
thought  she  haa  any  bias  in  her 
own  mind  to  failings  that  never 
could  have  been  suspected  in  her: 
robbed  of  that  pleasing  merit, 
which  the  mother  of  wellnuitured 
And  hopeful  children  may  glory 
in;  every  one  who  visits  her,  oris 
visited  by  her,  by  dumb  show,  and 
looks  that  mean  more  than  words 
can  eipress,  condoling  where  they 
used  to  congratulate:  tbe  affected 
silence  wounding:  the  compas- 
sionating look  reminding:  the 
half  suppressed  sigh  in  Ikevi,  call- 
ing up  deeper  sighs  trom  her  ,*  and 
their  averted  eyes,  while  they 
endeavour  to  restrain  tbe  risbg 
tear,  provoking  tears  from  her, 
that  will  not  be  restrained. 

"WhenI  consider  these  things, 
and,  added  to  these,  tbe  pangs 
chat  tear  in  pieces  tbe  stronger 
heart  of  my  fAiHKR,  because  it 
eaimot  relieve  itself  by  those  tears 
which  carry  the  torturing  grief  to 
ti.„    -r   ..(v„_   __:2i..     jiig 
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tient  and  uncontrolaMe 
piqoed  to  the  heart  of  hia  lioaour, 
in  tbe  fallof  aBiBter,  in  whom  he 
once  gloried :  the  pride  of  an 
ELDBKBiBiBs,  who  hsd  givau  uu- 
willing  way  to  the  honoum  paid 
over  her  head  to  one  bom  after 
her:  and  lastly,  the  diBhonoar  I 
have  brought  upon  two  dncles, 
who  each  contended  which  should 
inofit  favour  their  then  happy 
niece:  —  when,  I  aaj,  I  reflect 
upon  ray  fault  in  these  strong,  yet 

t'QBt  lignta,  what  room  can.  there 
le  to  censure  any  body  but  n 
unhappy  self?  And  how  rau< 
reason  have  I  to  say,  If  I  justify 
myself,  mine  own  liearl  shall  con- 
fter/mme:  if  I  sag  lamperfecl,  il 
shall  also  prune  Jiie  penserse?" 

Here  permit  me  to  lay  down  my 
pen  foe  a  few  raomeats. 

«  »  4 

You  are  very  obliging  to 
inlenlioHally,l  know,  when  you  tell 
me,  it  ia  in  niy  power  to  hasten  the 
day  of  Mr.  Hickman's  happiness. 
But  yet;  give  me  leave  to  say,  that 
I  admire  this  kind  assurance  leas 
than  any  other  paragraph  of  your 

In  the  first  place,  you  know  it 
nol  in  my  power  to  say  when  I  ea 
dismiss  my  physician;  and  you 
should  not  put  the  celebration  of  a 
tagxrifigeinlendedb J  yourself,  and 
so  desirable  to  yotlrmotfier,upon 
precarious   an  issue.     Nor  will 
accept   of  a  compliment,  which 
must  mean  a  slight  to  her. 

If  any  thing  could  give 
relish  for  life,  after  what  I  have 


iterly  love,  which  has,  for  years, 
uninterruptedly  bound  us  together 
as  one  mind.  —  And  why, my  dear, 
shonld  yon  defer  giving  (by  a  tie 
ttill  stronger)  another  friend  to 
Dne  who  has  so  few? 

I  am  glad  you  bare  sent  mr 
letter  to  Miss  Montague.  1  hope! 
!hal)  hear  no  more  oftbis  unhappy 

I  had  begun  the  particulars  o£ 
ny  tragical  story:  but  it  is  so 
lainfol  a  task,  and  I  have  aomanv 
ncre  important  things  to  do,  and, 
aBlapprehcnd,solittle  timetodo 
tbemm,  that,  could  I  avoid  it,  I 
would  go  no  further  in  it 

Then,  totbishour,  Iknownot 
by  what  means  several  of  his 
machinations  to  ruin  me  were 
brought  about;  so  that  some  ma:- 
terialpartB  of  my  sad  stoiy  must 
be  defective,  if  1  were  to  sit  down 
towriteit.  But  I  have  been  think- 
ing of  a  way  that  will  answer  the 
end  wished  for  by  your  mothec 
and  you  full  as  well;  jterhapi 

Mr.  Lovelace,  it  seems,  has  com- 
municated to  his  friend  Mr.Belford' 
all  that  has  passed  between  hiio- 
self  and  me,  aa  he  went  on.  Hi; 
Belford  has  not  been  able  to  deny 
it.  So  that  (as  we  may'obierva 
by  the  way)  a  poor  joung  creature^. 
whose  indiscretion  has  given  ~ 
libertine  power  over  her,  has 
reason,  she  lillle  thinks  of,  to  regr 
her  folly;  since  these  wretCM 
who  hare  no  more  honour  in  oi 
point  than  in  another,  scruple  not' 
make  her  weakness  a  part  of 


CLARISSA  HARI.OWE. 


I  have  nothing  to  apprehend  of 
tbiaeort.if  1  have  the  jtutice  done 
ineinhialefters.whichMr.Belford 
asenres  me  I  have:  and  therefore 
the  particalarB  of  my  story, 
thebaseartsof thiavileraan,  .._, 
1  think,  be  best  collected  from 
those  very  letters  of  his  (if  Mr. 
Belfbrd  can  be  prevailed  upon  to 
commuDicate  them;)  to  trbich  I 
dare  appeal  witli  the  same  tnith 
and  fervour  as  he  did,  who  says — 
Oh  thai  one  moiUil  hear  me !  and  thai 
mine  adi'eraart/  liad  vrrilten  a  hook. 
—  Surely ,  /  Kould  take  ii  upon  mif 
lAoalders,  and  bind  if  to  me 
crmeni  For  I  covered  not  my  tt 
greirieni,  axAdmn,  bg  hiding 
inimrity  fn  my  ftojom. 

There  is  one  way  which  may  be 
follea  upon  to  induce  Mr.  Belford 
to  communicate  theaa  lettera; 
sinoe  he  seems  to  have  (and  de- 
clares he  always  had]  a  sincere 
abhorrence  of  hiB  friend's  baaeneaa 
to  me :  hot  that,  you'll  say ,  when 

S?n  hear  it,  is  a  strange  one. 
evertheless,  I  am  very  earnest 
upon  it  at  present. 
It  ia  no  other  than  this: 
1  think  to  make  Mr.  Belford  the 
esecutor  of  my  laat  will  [don't  be 
surprised:]  and  with  this  view  I 
permit  his  visits  with  the  less 
Bcrupie:  and  every  time  I  see  him, 
from  bisconcemfor  me,  am  more 
and  more  inclined  to  do  so.  If  1 
hold  in  the  same  mind ,  and  if  he 
uecepttbe  tmst,  and  will  commu-, 
nicate  the  materials  in  his  power,  i 
those,  joined  with  what  you  can 
famieh,  will  answer  the  whole 
ead.  ' 

J  know  you  will  start  at  my 


notion  of  such  an  eiecutor:  but 
pray,  my  dear,  consider,  in  my 
present  circumstances,  what  I  can 
do  better,  aa  I  am  empowered  to 
makeawill,  and  have  considerable 
matters  in  my  own  disposal. 

Your  mother,  lam  sure,  would 
not  consent  that  you  should  take 
this  office  upon  you.  Itmightsub- 
Ject  Mr.  Hickman  to  the  insulta  of 
that  -violent  man.  iUr*.  Noyton 
cannot,  for  several  reasons  re- 
specting herself.  My  brother  looka 
upon  what  I  ought  to  have ,  as  his 
right:  my  iinc/e//(iWnuJBi3already 
one  of  my  trustees  (as  my  cousin 
Morden  is  the  other)  for  the  estate 
my  grandfather  left  me:  butyou 
see  I  could  not  get  from  my  own 
family  the  few  guineas  I  left  be- 
hind me  at  Harlowe  Place;  and 
my  uncle  AnlonJ/  once  threatened 
tohavemy  crandfathei-'awillcon- 
troverfed.  My  father!  —  To  be 
sure,  my  dear,  Icouhlnot  eipect 
that  my  father  would  do  all  I  wish 
ihould  be  done:  and  a  teiil  to 
je  executed  by  a  father  for  a 
daughter,  (parts  of  it,  perhaps, 
absolutely  against  his  own  judg- 
ment) carries  somewhat  daring 
and  prescriptive  in  the  very  word. 

If  indeed  myousinJVfordenwere 

come  in  time,  and  would  under- 
take this  trust  —  but  even  Aim  it 

ight  subject  to  hazards ;  and  the 
more,  as  he  ia  a  man  of  great 
spirit,  and  as  the  other  man  (of  ns 
great)  looks  upon  ma  (unpro- 
tected aslhave  long  been)  aahia 
property. 

Now  Mr.  Hclford,  as  I  have  al- 
ready mentioned,  kuowa  every- 
thing that  baa  paa»ft4.    lie  \*  i 
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man  of  spirit,  and,  it  Sbems,  as 
fearless  as  the  otiier,  with  more 
linmane  qualities.  You  don't 
know,  my  dear,  what  inatancea  of 
sincere  humauity  this  Mr.  Belford 
has  shewn,  not  ouly 


the  truel  a 


,   but  0 


ce.And  Mrs.  Li 
baB  taken  pains  to  inquire  after 
Ilia  general  character-,  and  hears 
ayery  goodoueof  hiiLi,  for  justice 
and  generosity  in  all  bja  concerns 
of  iHmit  and  Tuum,  &a  they  are 
called:  be  has  a  knowledge  of  taw 
taatters;  and  has  two  executor- 
shipa  upon  him  at  this  time,  in  the 
discharge  of  which  his  lionour  is 
anquestioned. 

All  these  reasons  have  already 
in  a  manner  determined  me  to  ask 


roake  an  intimate  friend  of  Mr. 
Lovelace  my  eiecutor. 

This  is  certain:  my  brother  will 
be  more  acquiescent  a  great  deal 
in  such  a  case  with  the  articles  of 
my  will,  as  he  will  see,  that  it  will 
be  to  no  purpose  to  coutrovert 
some  of  them,  which  else,  Idare 
say,  he  would  controvert,  orper- 
■uade  my  other  friends  to  do  so. 
And  who  would  involve  an  exe- 
cutor in  a  laW'Suit,  if  they  could 
help  it?  —  Which  would  be  the 
case,  if  any  body  were  left  whomjto  take 
my  brother  could  hopi 


OP 

you  may  believe,  to  have  effects 
torn  out  of  my  father's  hands: 
while  Mr.  Belford,  who  is  a  man  of 
fortune  (and  a  good  economist  in 
his  own  affairsV,  would  have  no 
interest  but  to  ao  justice. 

Then  he  exceedingly  pi 
some  occasion  to  shew  his  readi- 
ness to  serve  me:  andhewoaldbA 
able  to  manxge  his  violent  friend, 
over  whom  he  lias  moreinflueuca 
than  any  othevpi 

But,  after  all,  Iknownot,  ifit' 
were  not  more  eligible  by  far,  that 
my  story  and  ta^sdf  luo,  should  ba: 
forgotten  as  soon  as  possible.  Anl 
of  this  1  shall  have  toe  less  doubtf , 
if  the  character  of  my  parenti 
[you  will  forgive  me,  my  dear 
cannot  be  guarded  against  the 
unqualified  bitterness,  which,  troni 
your  affectionate  zeal  for  ir 

sometimes  mingled  with  yi 

—  a  point  that  mii/lil,  ana  (I  inmat 
upon  it)  must  be  well  considered 
of,  if  any  thing  be  done  which  your 
mother  and  you  are  desiroos  to 
have  done.  The  generality  of  ths 
world  is  too  apt  to  oppose  a,  du- 


control;  since  my  father  has  poa- 
aeesion  of  all ,  and  ia  absolutely 
governed  by  him.  [Angry  spirits, 
my  dear,  as  1  have  often  aeen,  will 
be  overcome  by  more  angry  ones, 
as  well  as  sometimes  be  disarmed 
by  the  meek.]  —  Nor  would  I  wish, 


.  ought  not  to  be  weakeue^l 

by  the  justification   of  a   siiiKla 

person,   however  unhappily  "■"- 

cumatanced. 

My  father  has  been  so  good  oa 

■-'-  ■"'the  heavy malediotioa 

under.    ImustbenoiT' 


solicitous  foralast  blessing;  and 
that  is  all  I  shall  presume  to  peti- 
tion for.  My  sister's  letter,  com- 
municating tliis  grace,  is  a  severe 
one:  hut  as  she  writes  to  me  a> 
from  every  iod^,howcouldIexpecl 
it  to  be  Other"-""" 


CI.ABI88A  HAKLOWi:. 


^P  If  you  set  out  to-morrow,  this  I  rememLered,  wilh  a  bleeding 
letter  caiiDot  rencli  70U  till  yoa  hen.rt,  nhat  day  the  Mth  of  July 
get  to  youra.untUaj'taan's.  Ishall  waa,  Ibegan  with  the  eve  of  it; 
therefore  direct  it  thither,  aa  Mr.  and  I  passed  the  day  itself — asit 
Hickman  iustructed  me.  icfW  fit  I  slmulil  ptua  it.     Nor  have 

I  I  hope  you  will  have  met  with  1  any  comfort  to  give  to  my  dear 
~0  inoonveniences  in  your  little, andeverhonoured fatberand  mn- 
nimey  andvoynge;  andthatyou  ther,  and  to  you,  my  Bella,  but 
1^11  have  found  in  good  health  all  1  this  —  that,  as  it  was  the  first  ui 


Mom  you  wish  to  see  well. 

pl{  TODr  relations  in  the  little 

"  lod  join  their  solieitationB  with 
irmolher's  commands,  to  have 

,  _  .IT  nuptials  celebrated  before 
jtM  leave  them,  let  me  beg  of  you, 
my  dear,  to  oblige  them.  How 
gt&teful  will  the  notification  that 
you  have  done  so,  be  to 

tYour  ever  faithful  and 
afiectiouate 
Ct-Aotssi,  Uahlowe. 


hapi'ij  anniversary  of  my  birth,  in 
all  probability  it  will  be  the  lasi. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sister,  I 
aay  not  this  merely  to  move  com- 
passion, but  from  the  besf  grounds. 
And  aa,  on  that  account,  1  think  It 
of  the  highcBt  importanoa  to  my 
peace  of  mind  to  obtain  one  fui'- 
ther  favour,    I  would  choose   to 


half  a  dozen  lines  (^with  the  hopes 
of  having  them    answered  as  I 
wish)  to  either  or  to  both  my  ho- 
noured parents,  to  beg  then?  laat 
awnaavs.  joiy  ra.     'htesshig. 
B  not,  my  dear  sister,  at'      This  blessing  is  all  the  favour  I 
ityyoubavebeenpleaaed  have  now  to  ask.     It  is  allli/ore 
la  in  the  letter  you  fa-  to  ask  :  yet  am  I  afraid  to  rush  at 
Toure'd  me  with;  because  the  se-  once,  though  by  Utter,  into  the 
verity  was  accompanied  with  the  presence  of  either. 

iCe  I  had  petitioned  for;  and  And  if  I  did  not  aiik  it,  it  might 
^aoae  the  reproaches  of  mine  seem  to  be  owing  to  stubbomneaa 
heart  are  stronger  than  any  and  want  of  duly,  when  my  heart 
r  person's  reproaches  caube:  is  all  humility  and  penitence. 
yet  lam  not  half  so  culpable  Only,  be  so  good  as  to  embolden 
am  imagined  to  be:  as  would  me  to  attempt  this  task  —  write 
allowed,  if  all  the  circum-  but  this  one  line,  "Clary  Har- 
icesof  my  unhappy  story  were  lowe,  you  are  at  liberty  fo  write  aa 
■a;  and  which  I  shall  be  yon  desire."  This  will  be  enough 
T  to  communicate  to  Mrs.  1  —  and  shall,  to  my  last  hour,  be 
>D,  if  she  be  commissioned  to 'acknowledged  as  the  greatest  fa- 
re into  them;  or  to  you,  myivour,  by 
',  if  you  can  liave  patience  to  Your  trulypenitent  sister, 
ihem,  1  Ci.Urtaafkftk-KHi'S-a. 


68  TiTE  iirsTony  of 

LETTER  XX.  I     I  long  to  l>e  "ifi  you,  now  I  nm 

on  to  Miss  Clarlaa«  Ilarlono       lietter,  and  now  my  BOnis  in  a  fine 
;way  of  recovery.      But  is  it  not 
Monday,  July  31.    |hard  to  havB  it  Bignified  to  me, 
.EST  looBQ  Ljor,  ]  tiiat  at  present  it  will  not  be  taken 

indeed  own,  tliat  I  took  well,  if  I  go  V  —  I  suppose,  wbila 
the  liberty  to  write  to  your  mo-' the  reconciliation,  which  I  hope    ' 
ther,  offering  to  inclose  to  her,  if  will  take  place,  is  negotiating  by 
ihe  gave  me  leave,  yours  of  the  means   of  the  correspondence  so 
24th :   by    which   I  thought   she  newly  opened  hetween   you  and 
would  see  what  was  the  state  of  your  sister.  But  if  you  would  have   ■ 
your  mind;    what  the  nature  of  me  come,  I  will  rely  on  my  good 
your  last  troubles  was,  from  the  intentions,  and  risk  every  oi   ' 
wicked  arrest;    what  the  people  diapleaBure. 
we  where  you  lodge;  what  pro-|     Mr.BrandhesbusinesBintown;    ( 
posals  were  made  you  trom  Lord  to  solicit  for  a  benefice  which  it  la 
M.'b  family;    also   your   sincere ' expected   the   incumbent   will  be  , 

g!nitence;  and  how  much  Miss.obliged  to  quit  for  a  better  prefer- 
owe's  writing  to  them,  in  the  ment:  and  when  there,  he  is  to  io- 
terma  she  wrote  in,  disturbed  you  quire  privately  after  your  way  of  ' 
—  but,  as  you  have  taken  the  life,  and  of  your  health, 
.matter  into  your  own  hands,  and|  He  is  a.  very  officious  young 
forbid  me,  in  your  last,  to  a^tman;  and,  hut  that  your  nnele 
in  this  nice  affair  unknown  foyou,  Harlowe  (who  has  chosen  him  fOP 
I  am  glad  the  letter  was  nrti  r^-  this  errand)  regards  him  as  an  J 
quiredafme—  and  indeed  it  roay|oraole,  your  mother  had  rather  " 
bo   better   that    the   matter    lie  any  body  else  had  been  sent.  ' 

wholly  between  you  and  them;'  He  is  one  of  those  puzzling', 
since  my  affection  for  you  is  I  over- doing  gentlemen ,  who  think 
thought  to  proceed  from  par-lthey  see  &theT  into  matters  than 
tiality.  I  any  body  else,  and  are  fond  of 

They  would  choose,  no  doubt, '-  discovering  mysteries  where  there  ' 
that  you  should  owe  to  themselves, .  are  none,  in  order  to  be  thought 
and   not  to  my    humble  media- 1  shrewd  men. 

tion,  the  favour  for  which youso  Ican't  sayl  like  him,  eitheriit'i 
earnestly  sue,  and  of  which  l|thepulpitor  out  of  it;  I  who  had 
would  not  have  yon  despair:  fori  a  father  one  of  the  Boundest  di-' 
will  venture  to  assure  you,  that  vines  and  finest  scholars  in  t^~ 
your  mother  is  ready  to  take  the  kingdom ;  who  never  made  i 
first  opportunity  to  shew  her  ma- ■  ostentation  of  what  he  knew;  but  ■ 
ternal  tenderness;  and  this  [.loved  and  venerated  the  gospel  h»  i 
gather  from  several  hints  I  am'tanghl,  preferring  it  to  all  other 
not  at  liberty  to  explain  myself  .learning;  to  be  obliged  to  hear*  ' 
upon.  I  young  man  depart  from  bia  text 


J 


I|h  aoon  as  he  lias  named  it  ("so 
Mntrarf ,  too ,  to  the  example  net 
him  by  hia  learned  and  worthy 
principal,*  when  his  health  per- 
mits him  to  preach) :  and  throw- 
ing about,  to  a  Cnriatian  and 
ODUntry  audience,  scraps  of  Latin 
and  Greek  from  the  Pagan  clas- 
sics: and  not  always  brought  in 
with  great  propriety  neither,  (if  I 
am  to  judge  by  the  only  way  piven 
me  to  judge  of  them,  by  the  Eng- 
lish he  puts  them  into);  ia  aniu- 
Jication  of  Bome thing  wrong, 
^  either  in  his  head,  or  his  heart,  or 
;  for,  otherwise,  hia  educa- 
a  at  the  University  must  have 
ight  him  better.  You  know, 
IT  MisB  Clary,  the  honour  I 
e  for  the  clotb;  it  is  owing  to 
I,  that  I  aay  what  I  do. 
flknow  not  the  day  he  is  to  set 
W;  and  as  hia  inqinrieB  are  to  be 
'  private,  be  pleased  to  take  no  no- 
tice of  this  iuteiligeuce.  I  have 
no  doabt  that  yonr  life  and  con- 
venation  are  such,  as  may  defy 
tbe  BCrutiuieB  of  the  moat  officious 

I  am  just  now  told ,  that  yon 
have  written  a  aecond  letter  to 
^/oorsister:  but  1  am  afraid  they 
will  wait  for  Mr.  Brand's  report, 
before  further  favour  will  be  ob- 
uined  from  them;  for  they  will 
nnl  yet  believe  you  are  bo  ill  aa  I 
fear  you  are. 

Bi)t  yon  would  soon  find,  that 
yiiu  have  an  indulgent  mntbL., 
■■^reBhe  at  liberty  to  act  accord-l 
ini[  to  her  own  inclination.  Andl 
Una  gives  me  great  hopes  that  all 
"iU  end  well  at  last;  for  I  verily' 
•  Dr.  Lewaa.  ' 
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think  that  you  are  in  the  right 
way  to  a  reconciUation.,  God  give 
ameeaing  to  it,  and  restore  your 
hpalth  and  you  to  all  your  friends, 
prays 

Your  ever  affectionate 

Judith  Noaroa, 

Your  good  mother  hasprivately 
sent  me  five  guineas:  she  is 
pleased  to  say,  to  help  us  in 
the  illness  we  have  been  af- 
flicted with ;  but,  more  likely, 
that  1  might  send  them  to 
you,  aj  from  myaelf.  I  hope, 
therefore,  I  may  send  them 
up,  with  ten  more  I  have  still 
left. 

I  will  Bend  you  word  of  Mr. 
Morden'a  arrival,  the  moment 
I  know  it. 

If  agreeable,  I  should  be  glad 
to  know  all  that  pa^es  be- 
tween your  relationa  and  you. 


LETTER    XXI. 


You  give  me,  my  dear  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton, great  pleaaure  in  hearing  of 
Slurs  and  your  son's  recovery, 
ay  you  continue,  for  many, 
many  years  a  blessing  to  each 
Other! 

Yon  teli  me,  that  you  did  ac- 
tually  write  to  my  mother  nffermij 
loinuloaa  to  her  mine  of  the24tu 
paat:  andyousav,  it  was  not  re- 
'jiiired  of  you.  That  is  to  Bay, 
although  you  cover  it  over  as 
gently  as  you  could,  that  your 
offer  was  rejected;  which  makes 
it  evident  that  no  plea  will  be 


r 
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heard  for  me.  Yet,  you  bid  me  yourself  enemies  besides,  if  you 
hope,  that  the  gruce  1  sued  for, :  were  to  come  to  me  —  don't  you 
would,  in  tiiae,  be  granted.  see  that  you  would? 

The  grace  I  then  sued  for  was      Mr.  Brand  may  come,  if  hewilK 
indeed    granted:    but    you    are | He  isaclergjm: 


afraid,  you  say,  that  they  will 
wait  for  Mr.  Brand's  report,  be- 
fore favour  will  be  obtained  in  re- 
turn to  the  second  letter  which  I 
wrote  to  my  aiater;  and  you  add, 
that  I  hare  an  indulgent  mother, 
were  she  at  liberty  to  act  accord- 
ing to  her  own  inclination;  and 
that  all  will  end  well  at  last. 

But  what,  my  dear  Mrs.Norton, 
what  is  the  grace  I  sue  for  in  my 
second  letter?  —  It  ia  not  that 
they  will  receive  me  into  favour 
—  if  they  think  it  ia,  they  are 
mistaken.  1  do  not,  1  cannot  ex- 
pect that;  nor,  as  I  have  often 
said,  should  I,  if  the^  icaulrl  re- 
ceive me,  bear  to  live  in  the  eye  of 
those  dear  frienda  whom  1  have  so 
grievously  offended.  'Tia  only, 
simply,  a  bleaaingi  ask ;  a  bieaaing 
to  die  with,  not  to  liae  with.  —  Do 
they  know  that?  And  do  ther 
know  that  their  unkindneas  will 
perha^ia  shorten  my  date?  So  that 
their  favour,  if  ever  they  intend  *" 
grant  it,  may  eomc  too  late. 

Once  more,  I  desire  jou  not  to 
think  of  coming  to  me.  I  have  tio 
uneasiness  now,  but  what  pro- 
ceeds from  the  apprehenaion  of 
seeing  a  man  1  woiild  not  see  for 
the  world,  if  I  could  help  it;  and 
from  the  severity  of  my  nearest 
and  dearest  relations:  aseverity 
enlirdij  their  own,  I  douht\  for  you 
tell  me  that  my  braiker  i$  at  Edin- 
burgh! You  would  therefore 
iieighten  their  severity,  and  make 


think  so,  let  him 
aay  of  me  what  he  will.  All  my 
fear  is,  that,  as  he  knows  lamia 
disgrace  with  a  family  whose 
esteem  lie  is  desirous  to  cultivate; 
and  as  he  baa  obligations  to  my 
uncle  Harlo  we,  and  to  my  father, 
he  will  be  bat  a  languid  acquitter 

—  not  that  I  am  sB'aid  of  what  , 
he,  or  any  body  in  the  world,  c 
hear  as  to  my  conduct.  You  may,  < 
my  revered  and  dear  friend,  in-^ 
deed  you  may,  rest  satisfied,  that 
that  ia  such  as  may  warrant  me  to 
challenge  the  inquiries  of  the  most 
officious. 

1  will  send  you  copies  of  what 
passes,  as  you  desire,  when  I  . 
have  an  answer  to  my  second 
letter.  1  now  begin  to  wish  that  I 
had  taken  the  courage  to  write  to 
my  father  himself:  or  to  my  mo* 
ther,  at  least;  instead  of  to  my 
sister;  and  yet  I  doubt  my  poor  < 
mother  can  do  nothing  for  me  of . 
herself.  A  strong  confederacy,  my' 
dear  Mrs.  Norton  (a  strong  eonf»- 
deraey  indeed!)  against  a  poor 
girl,  their  daughter,  sister,  niece! 

—  My  brother,  perhaps,  got  it 
renewed  before  he  left  them.  He  i 
needed  not  —  his  work  is  douef 
and  more  than  done. 

Don't  afflict  yourself  about 
money  matters  on  my  account.  I 
have  no  occaaion  for  money.  I 
am  glad  my  mother  was  so  con- 
siderate to  you.    1  was  in  pain  for 


^Ucavea  will  not  permit  ao  good  a 

Hfaomaa  to  want  the  bumble  bless- 

^Blgs  she  woi  alnaya  satisfied  with, 

^Miwish  every  indiv id aul  of  our  fa- 

Hiiily  were  but  as  rich  aa  you!  — 

0  my  mamma  Kortoa,   you  are 

rich  indeed!  —  The  true  riches 

are  such  content  as  you  arebleased 

with.  —  Audlhopein  God,  that 

~        a  the  way  to  be  rich  too, 

B  Adieu,my  ever  indulgent  triend. 

^neay,  all  wiil  be  at  last  happy 

»-  and  I  know  it  will  —  I  confide 

lat  it  Till,  with  as  much  security, 

i  you  may,  that  I  will  be  to  niy 

tToor  ever  grateful 

and  afiectionate 

Ci..  HinLows. 


I  most  confoundedly  cha- 
and  disappointed:  for 
on  Saturday,  arrived  a 
meseengcr  from  Miaa  Howe  with 
a  letter  to  my  cousins*;  which  1 
kueir  nothiog  of  till  yesterday: 
when  Lady  Sarah  and  Lady  Betty 
were  procured  to  be  here,  to  ait 
in  judgment  upon  it  with  the  old 
peer,  and  my  two  cousins.    And 


what?  —  Why,  for  the  cruelty 
of  Miss  Harlowe:  for  have  1  com- 
mitted any  new  offence?  And 
would  I  not  have  reinstated  my- 
^'"  "i  her  favour  upon  her  own 
I  I'l  could?  And  is  it  fair 
E  punish  me  for  what  is  my  mis- 
~      ttHsneTzli.ottblarol,  \ 


fortune,  andnotmy fault?  Such 
eeail-jnilging  fools  as  1  have  for 
my  relations!  I  am  aahamcd  of 
them  all. 

In  that  of  Miss  Howe  was  in- 
closed one  to  her  from  Miss  Har- 
lowe*, to  be  tranamitted  to  mj 
cousins,  containing  a  final  rejec- 
tion of  me;  and  that  in  very  vehe- 
ment and  positive  terms;  yet  she 
pretenda,  that  in  this  rejection 
she  is  governed  more  hv  principle 
than  passion  —  [D—d  lie  as  ever 
-wastoldil  And,  as  aproof  that 
she  is,  says,  that  she  rnii  forgive 
me,  and  does  on  this  one  con- 
dition, that  I  will  never  moleat 
her  more  —  the  whole  letter  so 
written,  as  to  make  hersulf  moto 
admired,  rnc  more  detested. 

What  we  have  been  told  of  the 
agitations  and  workings ,  and 
Bigbings  and  sobbinga,  of  the 
French  prophets  among  us  for- 
merly, was  nothing  at  all  to  the 
scene  exhibited  by  theae  maudlin 
souls,  at  the  reading  of  these 
letters;  and  of  some  affecting  paa- 
sages  extracted  from  another  of 
my  fair  implacable's  to  MissHowo 
—  such  lamentations  for  the  loss 
of  BO  charming  a  relation  I  Such 
applaudings  of  her  virtue ,  of  her 
esaltednesa  of  soul  and  sentiment! 
Such  menaces  of  dis-inherisonal  I, 
not  needing  their  reproaches  to  be 
stung  to  the  heart  with  my  own 
reflections,  and  with  the  rage  of 
disappointment;  and  as  sincerely 
as  any  of  them  admiring  ber  — 
"What  the  devil,"  cried  I.  "is  all 
this  for?  Is  it  not  enough  to  be 
despised  and  rejeebad'!  V/mx  \ 
'  SeeLiittoiviH.rtQA*^o'\™>*- 


r 
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help  her  implacable  spirit^  — 
Would  I  not  repair  the  evils  I 
have  made  her  suffer?"  —  Then 
was  I  ready  to  curse  them  all,  her- 
self and  MisB  Howe  for  company,: 
and  heartily  I  swore,  that  sue 
should  yet  be  mine.  > 

thee—  "Were  her  death  to  follow 
in  a  week  after  the  knot  ia  tied, 
by  the  Lord  of  heaven  it  shall  be 
tied, and  she  shall  dieafjovelaue!" 
Tellherao,  if  thou  wilt;  but,  at 
the  same  time,  tell  her,  that  I 
have  no  ciVro  In  her  fortune;  and 
that  I  will  solemnly  resign  that, 
and  all  pretensions  to  it ,  lu  whose 
favour  she  pleases,  if  she  resign 
life  issueless.  —  1  am  not  bo  low- 
minded  awretchas  to  ^yeipiiltyoi 
any  sordid  views  to  her  fortune  — 
letuer  judge  for  herself  then,  whe- 
ther it  be  not  for  her  honour  rather 
to  leave  this  world  aLovelace  than 
A  Uarlowe. 

But  do  not  think  I  will  entirely 
rost  a  cau^e  bo  near  tny  heart, 
upon  an  advocate,  who  so  much 
more  admires  his  client's  adver- 
sary, than  his  client,  I  will  go  to 
town  in  a  few  days,  in  order  to 
throw  myself  at  her  feet;  and  I 
will  carry  with  me,  or  have  at 
hand,    a  resolule,    well  prepared 

E arson:  and  the  ceremony  shall 
e  performed ,  let  what  will  be  the 
consequence. 

J3ut  if  she  will  permit  me  to  at- 
tend her  for  this  purpose  at  either 
of  the  churches  mentioned  in  the 
licence  (which  she  has  by  her, 
and,  thank  heavenl  has  not  re- 
turned me  with  my  letters);  then 
jr/U  J  not  djaturb  her;  but 


her  at  the  altar  in  either  church, 
and  will  engage  to  bring  my  two 
cousins  to  attend  her,  and  even 
Lady  Sarah  and  Lady  Betty ;  and 
my  Lord  M.  in  person  shall  give 

Or,  if  it  will  be  still  more  agree- 
able to  her,  I  will  undertake,  that 
either  Lady  Sarah  or  Lady  Betty, 
or  both,  shall  go  to  town,  and 
attend  her  down;  and  the  mai^ 
riage  shall  be  celebrated  in  their 
presence,  and  ia  that  of  Lord  M> 
either  here  or  elsewhere,  at  her 
own  choice. 


eloquence  thou  art  master  of, 
to  prevail  upon  her  to  choose  one 
of  these  three  methods.     One  of 


Here  isCharlotte  tapping  at  my 
closet  door  for  admittance.  Whirt 
the  devil  wauta  Ciiarlotte!  —  I 
will  bear  no  more  reproachesl  — 
Come  in,  girl. 

Mr  cousin  Charlotte,  finding 
me  writing  oil  with  too  much  earn- 
estness to  havo  any  regard  for 
politeness  to  her,  and  guessing 
at  my  subject,  besought  me  to  let 
her  see  what  I  had  written. 

I  obliged  her,  and  she  waa  so 
highly  pleased  on  seeing  me  so 
much  iueamest,  that .I'le  offered, 
and  I  accepted  her  offer,  to  writd 
a  letter  to  Miss  Harlowe;  with 
permission  to  treat  me  in  it  as  she 
thought  fit. 

I  shall  inclose  a  copy  of  her 
letter. 

When  she  liad  written  it)  itei 
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^r  tEe  Ireedoin  taken 

it:  bot  1  escused  it;  a 

ready  to  give  me  a  kiss  for  joy  of 

mj  approbatioa:  and  I  gave  her 

Io  for  writing  it;  telling  her,  1 
id  hopes  of  success  from  It ;  and 
at  I  tKougbt  she  had  luckily  hit 
Every  one  ajjproves  of  it,  as 
iU  SB  I;  and  is  pleased  with  me 
r  so  patiently  submitting  to  be 
aiiea,  and  undertaken  for.  If 
do  not  succeed,  all  the  blame 
will  be  thrown  upon  the  dear  crea- 
ture's perverse  ness:  hercharitable 
or  forgiving  dispoaition ,  about 
irhicb  she  makes  such  a  parade, 
will  be  justly  qneatioued;  and  tlic 


HAHLOWE-  G3 

..    do  Belton  justice.     If  thou 

wanteat  my  assistance  in  the  lat- 

omaud  me.     Though  en- 

by  this  perverse  beauty, 


1  have  great  dependence  apon 
thyzealaudthyfricndslilp:  hasten 
back  to  her,  therefore,  and  re- 
sume a  task  ill  interesting  to  me, 
that  it  is  equally  the  subject  of  my 
dreams,  as  ofmy  waking  hours. 


n 

Fatting  therefore  my  whole 
confidence  in  thia  letter,  I  post- 
pone all  my  other  altemalives,  as 
also  my  going  to  town,  till  my 
empress  send  an  answer  to  my 
eousim  Montague, 

But  if  she  persist,  andwiU  not 

StHnise  to  take  time  to  consider  of 
e  matter,  thou  mayest  com- 
municale  to  her  what  I  had  writ- 
ten, 89  above,  before  my  cousin 
entered;  and  if  she  be  stilt  per- 
verse, assure  her,  that  1  must  and 
iriU  see  her.  —  But  this  with  all 
hononr,  all  humility:  and,  if  I 
eumot  move  her  in  my  favour,  1 
mil  then  go  abroad,  and  perhaps 
nerer  more  return  to  England. 

I  am  sorry  thou  art ,  at  Ods  cn'ii- 
tal  time,  sv  busily  employed,  as 
thoainfurmestme  thouart,in  tliy 
Watford  attaira ,  and  in  prepariog 


,  I  will  obey 


L  our  family  is  deeply  a 
sible  of  the  injuries  you  have  re- 
ceived at  the  hands  of  one  of  it, 
whom  you  only  can  render  in  any 
maimer  worthy  of  the  relation  he 
stands  in  to  us  all :  and  if,  as  on 
act  of  merey  and  charity,  the 
greatest  your  pious  heart  can 
shew,  you  will  be  pleased  to  for- 
give his  past  wickedness  and  in- 
eratitude ,  and  suffer  yourself  to 
beour relation,  you  willmakeus 
the  happiest  family  in  the  world ; 
aud  1  can  eugaeo  that  Lord  M. 
and  I.ady  Sarah  SadleJr,  and 
Lady  Betty  Lawrence,  and  mj 
sister,  who  are  all  admireis  of 
your  virtues,  Bnd  of  your  noble- 
ness of  mind,  will  for  ever  love 
and  reverence  you,  and  do  evety 
thing  in  all  their  powers  to  make 
you  amends  for  what  yon  Itave 
suffered  fi-om  Mr.  LovelMC  lliM, 

madam,  we  should  not,  I '  •  • 

dare  to  petition  for,  vcs_ . 
assured,  tbatMr.LoTelMaifi 
sincerely  sorry  lot  V 
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aesB  to  you ;  and  that  he  will ,  on 
hiskneea,  beg  your  pardon,  and 
TOW  eternal  love  and  honour  to 

Wherefore,  mj  Hearest  cousin. 
fhowyou  will  charm  UB  all,  if  this 
agreeable  stylemaybepermittedV] 
for  all  our  aakes,  for  his  «aiiCs  sake 
lyou  must,  1  am  sure,  be  ao  good 
alady,  asto  wishtOGavea  soul!] 
and  allow  me  to  aay,  for  your 
own  fame's  eako,  condescend  to 
our  joint  request:  and  if,  by  way 
of  encouragfiment,  you  will  but 
aay,  you  will  be  glad  to  see,  and 
to  he  aa  much  known  personally, 
tw  yon  are  by  fame ,  to  Charlotte 
Montague,  I  will,  in  two  days' 
time  from  the  receipt  of  your  per- 
miasion,  wait  upou  you,  Kilh  or 
viilhout  my  aiater,  and  receive  your 
farther  commands. 

Let  me,  our  dearest  cousin ,  [we 
cannot  deny  ourselves  the  plea- 
■nie  of  oalhng  you  so,]  let  me  in- 
treatyoutogive  me  your  permia- 
«on  for  my  journey  to  London; 
and  put  it  in  the  power  of  Lord  M. 
and  of  the  ladies  of  the  family,  to 
make  you  what  reparation  they 
can  make  you,  for  the  injuries 
which  a  person  of  the  greatest 
merit  in  the  world  has  received 
fi'om  one  of  the  most  audacious 
men  in  it;  and  you  will  infinitely 
oblige  us  all,  and  particularly  her, 
who  repeatedly  presumes  to  style 
herself, 

Your  affectionate  co'isin, 
And  obliged  servant, 

CniHLOTTK   MoNTAfil. 


Belford  lo  Roliari  Lovelaee,  aq. 
'hursdsy  Morn.,  Aug.S,  dx  o'slod 

rAi-E  been  so  much  employed 
ly  own  and  Belton's  affairs, 
that  I  coutd  not  come  to  town  till 
laat  night;  having  contented  my- 
aelf  with  sending  to  Mrs.  Lovick, 
to  know,  from  time  to  time,  the 
atateof  thelady'shealthjof  wMcb 
I  received  bnt  very  indifferent  ac- 
counts, owing,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  letters  or  advices  brought  her 
from  her  implacable  family, 

I  have  now  completed  my 
affairs ;  and ,  next  week ,  shall  go 
to  Epaom,  to  endeavour  to  put 
Belton's  sister  into  possession  of 
hia  own  house,  for  him;  after 
which,  I  shall  devote  myself  whol* 
ly  to  your  service,  and  to  that  of 
the  lady. 

I  was  admitted  to  her  presence 
last  night;  and  found  her  visiblr 
altered  for  tlie  worse.  When  I 
went  home,  I  had  your  letter  of 
Tuesday  last  put  into  my  handa. 
Let  me  tell  thee,  Lovelace,  that! 
inaiat  upon  the  perfo 
thy  engagement  tome,  that  thott 
wilt  not  personally  molest  her. 

Mi:  Belford  dates  again  on  T^fs-^- 
day  morning  ten  o'clock,  and  ghet- 
an  aecoiml  of  a  conversatkn 
which  he  Jiadjtist  held  teiA  theiiu6 
vpon  the  suhjeet  of  MisM  ISon*;, 
iague^s  leller  to  her,  preCe&lgt 
and  upon  Mr.  Lovelah^i  olfff^ 
natii^es,  an  menlioned  in  Leller 
iiii.  ipi/c7i  Mr.  Belford  m2>porf«3 
with  ihr  iiimosi  eameslnesi.  flu^ 
tM  the  re»tUt  of  Ai» 


Wvill  be  found  in  the  subsequent  let- 

^*^'',  Mr.  Belfnr^s  pleag  asiii  ar- 

wnto  in  favour  of  his  friend, 

d  Ike  ladg'a  anmerB,are  omiiiei], 

iETTBR  XXV. 
as«  Harlon-0  lo  Mlaa  Moaliguc 
*D«i.  T6uria«r,  Aug.  3, 

1  infinitely  obliged  to  you 

for  your  kind  and  condeacendina 
letter.  Aletter,  however,  whicE 
heightens  my  regrets,  as  itgivea 
me  a  new  instance  of  what  ahappy 
creature  I  might  have  been  in  an 
alliance  bo  much  approved  of  by 
such  worthy  ladies,  and  which, 
on  their  accounts ,  and  on  thatoi 
Lord  M,  vpould  hare  been  so  re- 
putable to  myself,  and  was  once 
BO  (Jesirable. 

But,  indeed,  indeed,  madam, 
ray  heart  sincerely  repulses  the 
man,  who,  descended  from  such  a 
ismily,  could  be  guilty,  /irgt,  of 
such  premeditated  violence  as  be 
has  been  guilty  of;  and,  as  /it 
knows,  further  intended  me,  on  the 
"ight  previous  to  the  day  he  set 
oulfor Berkshire;  and.  ner.l,  pre- 
teidia^  to  spirit,  could  be  someiin, 
»s  to  wiah  to  lift  into  that  family  a 
person  he  wa3  capable  of  abasing 
"lo  a  companionship  with  the 
■wst  abandoned  of  hersei. 

AUowme  then,  dear  madam,  to| 
^'arewitfa  fervonr,  that  I  think; 
'severcould  deserve  to  be  ranked' 
•ift  the  ladies  of  a  family-  eo 
fplendid  and  so  noble,  if,  fay  to»v- 
% lo»e  and  hononr  at  the  altar' 
tofllcii  a  violator,  I  coaldianrti'^.  .  ,.  j™ii  u« 
"•lauTBay.   •'^  unprecedented  jjnsed  by  ttiefol 


Permit  me,  however,  to  make 
one  request  to  my  good  Lord  M. 
and  to  Lady  Betti',  and  Lady 
Sarah,  audtoj'ourkiiidsdf,  and 
your  sister  —  it  ia,  that  you  will 
all  be  pleased  to  join  your  autho- 
rity and  interests  to  prevail  upon 
Mr.  Lovelace  not  to  molest  me 
further. 

Be  pleaaed  to  tell  him,  that,  if  1 
am  designed  tor  life,  it  will  be  very 
cruel  in  him  to  attempt  to  hunt 
me  out  of  it;  for  I  am  determined 
never  to  see  him  more,  if  I  can 
help  it.  The  more  cruel,  because 
he  knows,  thatl  have  nobody  to 
defend  me  from  him:  nor  do  I 
wish  to  engage  any  body  to  to 
hurt,  orto  their  own. 

If  I  am,  on  the  other  baud,  des- 
tined for  death,  it  will  be  no  leas 
cruel,  if  he  will  uot  permit  mo  to 
die  in  peace  —  since  a  ueaocahle 
and  bappy  end  I  wish  him.  In' 
deed  I  do. 

Every  worldly  good  attend  you, 
dear  madam,  ana  every  branch  of 
the  honourable  family,  ia  the  wUh 
of  one,  whose  misfortune  it  ia,  that 
she  is  obliged  to  disclaim   any 
other  title  than  that  of, 
Dear  madam, 
Vour  and  their  obliged  and 
faitliful  servant, 

CuiwssA  IIjbi.i«I!. 


U«bboirste  wickedness. 


»nto  laj 


r 
I 

I 
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senger  from  the  lady.  The  letter 
Bhe  mentdons,  aa  inclosed,*  I  have 
leturned,  nitbout  taking  a  cupy 
of  it.  The  contente  of  it  will  booh 
be  communicated  to  you,  I  pre- 
sume, by  other  handj.  They  are 
an  abflolute  rejection  of  thee  — 
Poor  Lovelace!  — 


Tod  have  frequently  offered  to 
oblige  me  in  any  thing  that  ehall 
be  within  your  power:  andlhave 
such  an  opinion  of  you,  as  to  be 
willing  to  hope ,  that  at  the  times 
you  made  these  offers,  youmeaut 
more  than  mere  compliment. 

I  have,  therefore,  two  requests 
to  make  you:  the  first  I  will  now 
mention;  tlieother,if  this  shall  be 
complied  with ,  otherwise  not. 

It  behoves  me  to  leave  beliind 
me  such  an  account  as  may  clear 
up  my  conduct  to  several  of  my 
friends  who  will  not  at  present 
concern  themselves  about  mc: 
and  MisB  Howe,  and  her  mother, 
are  very  solicitous  that  1  will 
dOBO. 

I  am  apprehensive  that  I  shall 
not  have  time  to  do  this;  and  you 
wiUnotwonderthatlhavelessand 
less  inclination  to  set  about  such 
a  paiufal  task;  especially  as  I 
find  myself  unable  to  look  back 
with  patience  on  what  I  have 
suffered:  and  sball  be  too  much 
discomposed  by  the  retrospection, 
werelobliged  tomake  it,  to  pro- 
ceed with  we  reiiuiajte  temper  in 
a  task  of  slill  greater  importance 
which  I  have  before  me. 

■  &BUieabPvelQ 


It  is  very  evident  to  me,  that 
your  wicked  friend  has  givea  yon, 
from  time  to  time,  acircunu^n- 
tial  account  of  all  his  behaviour 
lo  me,  and  devices  ai7ai>ijf  me;  and 
you  have  more  than  once  assured 
me,  that  he  has  done  mycliaracter 
all  the  justice  I  could  wish  for, 
both  by  writiog  and  speech. 

Now,  sir,  if  1  may  have  a  fair,  a 
faithful  specimen  from  his  letter* 
or  accounts  to  you,  written  upon , 
some  of  the  most  interesting  oc-- 
caeious ,  I  shall  be  able  to  judge, 
whether  there  will  or  will  not  be  a 
necessity  forme,  formy  hononr'a 
sake,  to  enter  upon  the  solicited 

You  may  be  assured,  frvm  mT 
indused  answer  to  the  letter  whim 
Miss  Montague  has  honoured  ma, 
with  (and  which  you  will  bft' 
pleased  to  return  me  aa  soon  m 
read)  that  it  is  impossible  for  gift' 
everto  think  of  your  friendinttift' 
way  I  am  importuned  to  thinic  oC: 
him:  he  cannot  therefore  receivo' 
any  detriment  from  the  requested 
specimen;  and  I  give  ' 
honour,  that  no  use  -'--"^ 
of  it  to  his  prejudic' 
otherwise.  And  that  it  may  not, 
after  I  am  no  more ,  I  assure  you 
that  it  is  a  main  pari  of  my  vita, 
that  the  passages  you  shall  oblige 
me  with  shall  be  always  in  yoor 
own  power,  andnotin  thatolany 
other  person. 

If,  sir,  you  think  fit  to  complr 
with  my  request,  the  passa^I 
would  wish  to  be  transcribed 
(matting  neither  better  nor  worse 
of  the  matter)  are  those  which  be 
has  written  to  you,  on  or  about 


I  you  my 

II  be  mads 


Hbe  7th  and  6lh  of  June,  when  1 
was  alarmed  bj  the  wicked  pre- 
tence of  a  Sie;  and  irhat  he  bnn 
written  from  Smiday  June  11  to 
the  I!)th.    And  in  doing  this  you 

i ill  ffludi  oblige 
Your  humble  servant, 
P  Ol.  HiBLOWB. 

ISotr,  Lovelace,  since  there  are 
no  hopes  for  thee  of  her  returning 
favour  —  BiDce  some  praise  may 
liefor  tbyiagenuousueBs,  having 
never  offered  (tM  jiiore  lUminiiliiv 
minded  liberlmes  would  Jitive  done] 
to  palliate  thy  crimes,  by  aspers- 
ing the  lady,  or  her  sex  —  since 
she  may  be  made  easier  by  it  — 
since  thou  must  fare  better  from 
thine  own  pen,  tbanfromhers  — 
and,  finally,  since  tbyactions  have 
manifested,  that  thy  letters  are 
not  the  most  guilty  part  of  what 
she  i'nom:'  of  tnee  —  I  see  not  why 
I  may  not  oblige  her,  upon  her 
honour,  and  under  the  restrictions, 
aud  for  the  reasons  she  has  given ; 
and  this  without  breach  of  the 
confidence  due  to  friendly  com- 
munications; especially  asl  might 
have  added,  Since  Ihnu  glorieit  in  \ 
^jLjien,  and  in  Ihy  wickedness,  nnrf] 
^^^at  not  be  ashamed. 
^|kt,  be  this  as  it  may,  she  ibUI  i 
H^^bnged  before  thy  remon- 1 
^^^ces  01  clamours  against  it 
can  come :  so,  pr'ytbec,  now  make  | 
thebeet  of  it,  and  rave  not;  except! 
forthe  sake  of  a  pretence  agf '  ■ 
ae,  and  to  exercise  thy  tale: 
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cenuestis:  but  this  I  know,  that  if 
it  be  any  thing  less  than  cutting 
%  throat,  or  endangering  my  own 
neck,  I  will  certainly  comply,  and 
be  proud  of  having  it  in  my  power 
to  oblige  her. 

And  now  I  am  actually  going  to 
be  busy  in  the  extracts. 


You  have  engaged  me  to  com- 
municate to  you,  upon  honour, 
(making  neither  better  nor  worse 
of  the  matter)  what  Mr.  Lovelace 
bas  written  to  me  in  relation  to 
youraelf,  in  the  period  preceding 
your  going  to  Hampatead,  and  in 
that  between  the  11th  and  19th  of 
June :  and  you  assure  me ,  you 
have  no  view  in  this  request,  out 
to  see  if  it  be  necessary  for  yon, 
from  the  account  he  gives,  to 
touch  the  painful  subjects  your- 
self, for  the  sake  of  your  own 
character. 

Your  commands,  madam,  are  of 
a  very  delicate  nature,  as  IIict 
may  seem  to  affect  the  r&reu  of 
private  friendfliip:  but  as  I  hue* 
you  are  not  capable  uf  a  lifiB  lb 
motives  to  which  you  will  lat 
own ;  and  as  I  think  the  oo^^i^ 
cation  may  do  some  a 
unhappy  friend's  ' 
'ngeniiDu   "■'" 


fbv  the 


id,  if  thoulikest  llie  world  have  ti 
rea9onB.raveand'to  that  of  «a  Am  • 

obey  joo  wilJilk.;^. 


k)ng  to  know  what  the  second '  f 


f 


I 


He  tlten  proceeds  toith  lilt 
and  concludes  them  tei'i 
drms  to  her  in  Ids  frientTa  beliatf 
in  the  following  words: 

"And now, madam,  Ihave ful- 
filled your  uommands;  and,  I  hope, 
have  not  dia- served  my  friend  with 
you,  since  you  will  hereby  aeef 
justice  he  does  to  your  virtue 
every  line  he  writes.     He  does  t 
same  in  all  his  letters,  thougli  to 
bis  own  condemnation:  and  give 
me  leave  to  add,  that  if  this  evi 
amiable  safferei  can  think  it 
any  manner  consistent  with  her 
honour 

altar,  on  his  truly  penitent  turn  of 
mind,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt, 
but  that  he  wilt  make  her  the  best 
andteaderest  of  husbands.  What 
obligation  will  not  the  admirable 
lady  hereby  lay  upon  all  ^(s-  noble 
family,  who  bo  greatly  admire  her  [ 
and,  I  will  presume  to  say,  upon 
hero,         


ie,  with  respect  to  the prertieililaled 
leaign  he  seems  to  have  had,  not 
tgainet  jou,»«you;  bnCoaagainst' 
'^-  '    --  (lamsorryl 

'self)  it  is  tba 
.  libertines  to 
triumph :  and  I  would  not ,  if  any 
misunderstanding  should  arise be^ 
tweenhim  and  me,  give  him rooni 
to  reproach  me,  that  his  loting 
of  you,  and  (through  his  usage 
of  you)  of  his  own  ftiends,  werO 
owing  to  what  perhaps  he  won!4'- 
call  a  breach  of  trust,  werehata^ 
Judge  rather  by  the  evpnt  than  bt" 
my  mtcntion.  1  am,  madam,  witlt  -, 
■'  )  most  profound  veneration, 
Your  most  faithful  humble 
eervaut, 

J.  Bhlfobd. 


■     th< 


carried  to  an  unreasonahle  heighl 
against  him)  shall  be  got  over, 
and  a  general  reconciliation  takes 
place!  For  who  is  it,  that  would 
not  give  these  two  admirable  per- 
sons to  each  other,  were  not  his 
morals  an  objection?" 

However  this  be,  I  would  humbly 
refer  to  you,  madam,  whether,  as 
you  will  be  mistress  of  very  deli- 
cateparticQlarsfromine.his&iend, 
you  should  not  in  honour  think 
yourself  concerned  to  pass  them 
by,  as  if  you  had  never  seen  them; 
and  not  to  take  any  advantage  of 
the  communication ,  not  oven  in 
BigamGatf  as  some  perhaps  might 


Friday,  Aug.  t. 
[OLD  myself  eitremelyobliged' 
to  you  for  your  communicatiom, 
[  will  make  no  use  of  them,  that 
you  shall  have  reason  to  reproach, 
either  yourself  or  me  with.  I' 
wanted  no  new  lights  to  make' 
the  unhappy  man's  premeditated; 
baseness  to  me  unquestionable,  M' 
_  answer  to  Miss  Montague'^, 
letter  might  convince  yon*. 

I  must  own  in  his  favour,  thatr 
he  has  observed  some  decency  itf, 
hisaccounts  toyouof  themoBtin- 
decentandshockiDgactions.  And' 
if  all  his  strangely  communicative' 
narrations  are  equally  decent, 
nothing  will  be  rendered  crim- 
inally odious  by  them ,  but  the 
*  See  LnllGr  iiT. 


will  enable  him  to  do  my  charac- 
ter juatiee; 

•'And  who  baa  courage,  inde- 
pendeuce,  8Jid  ability  to  oblige 

"Tobe  the  protector  of  my  me-; 
mory,  as  I  may  say ; 

"And  to  be  my  exefulnr:  and 
to  see  some  of  my  dying  rec[ueats. 
performed ; 

"And  if  I  leave  it  to  him  to  do 
the  whole  in  his  own  way,  man- 
ner, and  time;  consulting,  how- 
ever, in  requisite  cases,  my  dear 
Miss  Howe; 

"I  presume  to  hope,  that  thia 
my  second  request  may  be  grant- 
ed." 

And  if  it  may,  these  satiafac- 
tiona  will  accrue  to  me  from  the 
favour  done  me,  and  the  offiee 
nndertaken : 

"It  will  be  an  honour  to  my 
memory,  with  all  those  who  shall 
know,  that  I  was  so  well  satisfied 
of  my  innocence,  that  having 
time  to  write  my  own  story,  1 
could  intrust  it  to  the  relation 
which  the  destroyer  of  my  fame 
and  fortunes  has  given  of  it. 

"I  shall  not  be  apprebensive  of 
involving  any  one  in  troubles  or 
hazards  by  this  task,  either  with 
my  own  relations,  or  with  your 
fnend;  having  dispositions  to 
make,  which  perhaps  my  own 
friends  will  not  be  so  well  pleased 
with  as  it  were  to  be  wished  they 
wonldhe;  aslintendnotunreason- 
able  ones;  but  you  know,  air, 
where  se//"  is  judge,  matters,  even 
with  good }>eop}e,  will  not  always 
be  jTghtly judged  of. 
"JahaB  also  be  freed  from  the 


pain  of  recollecting  things  that  my 
soul  is  vexed  at;  aud  this  at  a  time 
when  its  tumults  should  be  aUayed, 
in.  order  to  make  way  for  the  most 
importantpreparation. 

"And  who  knows,  but  that  Mr. 
Belford.who  already,  from  a  prin- 
ciple of  humanity,  is  touchra.  at 
my  misfortunes,  when  he  comes  to 
revolve  the  whole  slory,  placed 
before  him  in  one  strong  light; 
and  when  he  shall  have  the  cata- 
strophe likewise  before  himj  and 
Hhall  become  in  a  manner  luter- 
GStedin  it;  who  knows,  but  that, 
from  a  stilt  higherprinciple ,  he  may 
so  regulate  his  future  actions,  an 
to  find  his  own  reward  in  the  erer- 
Lasting  welfare  which  is  wished 
him  by  bis 

"Obliged  servant, 
"  Clahihs*  Hablowk." 


uiDAu,  Frti]«7,  Aug,  t. 

I  AH  BO  sensible  of  the  honooi 
done  me  in  yours  of  this  day,  that 
I  would  not  delay  for  one  momeDt 
the  answering  of  it.  I  hope  you 
will  live  to  see  many  happy  years, 
and  to  be  your  own  executrix  to 
those  points  which  your  heart  ii 
most  set  upon.  But,  in  caae  of 
aiwvivorahip,  I  most  readily  ac- 
cept of  the  sacred  office  you  are 
pleased  to  offer  me;  andyonmay 
absolutely  rely  upon  ray  fidelity, 
and,  ifpossible,  upon  the  literal 
performance  of  every  article  yoo 
sball  enjoin  me. 

The  effect  of  the  kind  wish  tob 
couelade  with,  bos  been  mi 
-  -j*^a-*'f — 


CLARISSA  HARLOWH. 


1  ever  eIdcc  I  have  been  ad-l 
ted  to  the  honour  of  yoiir  con- 1 
latioQ.  It  shall  be  iny  whole; 
eavonr  that  it  be  not  in  T^n. 
i  happineBB  of  approaching 
,  vrhicn  this  tmat,  as  1  presume, 
give  me  frequent  opportuui- 
of  doiug,  must  neceaaarily 
mote  the  deairable  endj  since 
ill  be  impossible  to  be  a  nlt- 
i  of  your  piety,  equanimity, 
[  other  virtues ,  and  notaspirel 
itnolate  yon.  All  I  beg  is,  that 
will  not  suffer  any  fuhire  can- 
displace  me; 
of  un- 
in  the 


late. 


hinesa  appear  either 


Madam, 
Tour  most  obliged  and  fajtli- 


LETTER  S5X. 

rgrd  lo  KobeR  LuvelioG,  Esq. 
Friiiay  ntghl.  Aag.  1- 

I  actnsllj  delivered  to  the 
the  flitracts  she  requested 


-1' 
to  pve  her  from  your  letters. 
I  aMnre  yoa  that  I  have  made 
very  best  of  the  matter  for 
.,  noIthatconscience.bat  that 
adHhip,  could  oblige  mc  to 
to,  I  have  changed  or  omit- 
some  free  words.  The  warm 
sriptioD  of  her  person  in  the 
tctne,  aslmaycalt  it,  I  have 
tted.  i  have  told  her,  that  I 
e  done  jnstice  to  you,  in  the 
ice  you  have  done  to  her  un- 
mpled  virtue.  Bat  take  the 
rwordswhichlwrotcto  herim- 
U&tely  following  the  eitr^etn: 


71 

"And  now,  madam,"  —  See  t}ie 
jinriigrapli  marted  loi'lA  inferted 
tominos,  [-'thuBlp.GS. 

The  lady  is  extremely  imea^ 
lit  the  thoughts  of  your  attempt- 
ing to  visit  her.  For  heaven's  sake 
(yom*  word  being  given)  and  for 
pity's  sake  {for  she  is  really  in  a 
very  weak  and  languiahiDg  way) 
let  me  beg  of  you  not  to  tliink 
ofit. 

Yesterday  afternoon  she  re- 
ceived a  cruel  letter  (as  Mrs,  Lo- 
vick  supposes  it  to  be,  by  the 
effect  it  had  upon  her)  from  her 
sister  in  answer  to  one  written 
last  Saturday,  entreating  a  bless- 
ing and  forgiveness  from  her  pa- 
She  acknowledges,  that  if  the 
same  decency  andjnstice  are  ob- 
served in  all  your  letters,  as  id  the 
extracts  I  have  obliged  her  with 
(as  I  have  assured  her  tliey  are), 
she  shall  think  herself  freed  from 
the  necessity  of  writing  her  own 
story:  and  this  is  an  advantage 
to  thee  which  thou  oughtest  to 
thank  me  for. 

But  what  thinkest  thou  is  the 
second  request  she  bad  to  make  to 
me?  No  other  than  that  1  would 
be  her  ej-eculorl  —  Her  motives 
will  appear  before  thee  in  proper 
time;  and  then,  I  dare  to  answer, 
will  be  satisfactory. 

Yon  cannot  imagine  how  proud 
I  am  of  this  trust.  I  am  afraid 
1  shall  too  soon  come  into  the 
execution  of  it.  As  she  is  al- 
ways writiiiE,  what  a  melancholy 
pleasure  will  the  perusal  and  dis- 
position of  her  papers  afeni  ifiO. 
Such  a  a       ■ 


r 


I 


72 

much  patience  Bod  reeignEiti 
she  aeems  to  be  miatreBa  of:  yet 
writing  of,  and  in  the  midst  of  pre- 
feril  diatreaaes!  How  muck  more 
lively  and  affectine,  for  that  rea- 
son, must  her  atjle  be;  hermind 
tortured  hj  the  pangs  of  uncer- 
tainty (the  events  then  hidden  in 
the  womb  of  Fate),  than  the  dry, 
narrative,    unanimated  style   of 

Sersons,  relating  difficulties  and 
angers  surmounted;  the  relator 
per^ctly  at  eaae;  and  if  himself 
unmoved  by  hia  own  atory, 
"■"    "  lUy--  -"--■■■--■- 


THE  raSTOKir  OP 


likely  greatly  to  affect  the  reader ! 

I  AH  juat  returned  from  viaiting 
the  lady,  and  thanking  her ' 
son  for  the  honour  she  ha; 
me;  and aasuring her,  ifcalledto 
the  sacred  trust,  of  the  utmost 
fidelity  and  exactneaa. 

I  found  her  very  ill.     1  took 
tioe  of  it.    She  said ,  ahe  had 
ceived    a    second  hard-hearted 
letter  from  her  aister;  and 


both  together  —  otlierwiae, 
her  aiater's  aake,  it  were  no  matter 
how  few  saw  the  poor  Bella', 
letter, 

I  knew  she  would  be  displeased 
if  I  had  censured  the  cruelty  of 
her  relations:  I  therefore  only 
said,  that  surely  alie  must  havs 
enemies,  who  hoped  to  find  their 
account  in  keeping  u 
aentments  of  her  fricu^  against 


It  may  be  BO,  Mr.  Belford,  sud 
she:  the  unhappy  never  want 
enemies.  One  fault,  wilfully  coni' 
mitted,  authorizes  the  imputatioa 

Where  the  e 

opened  to  accusations,   acci 

will  not  be  wanting;    and  every 

— ^  will  officiously  come  witli  stjv 

i  against  the  diagraced  child, 

where  nothing  dare  he  said  in  her 

favour.    I  should  have  been  wise 

time,  and  not  have  needed  tc 

;  convinced,  by  my  ownmisfor- 

tunes,  of  the  truth  of  what  c 

esperience  daily  demon- 
is.  Mr.  Lovelace's  baseueBS, 
her  mother;  my  father's  infleiibility,  my  sistet'ftj 
which,  ^fure,  shehadnot  had  the'reproaches,  are  the  natiuat  MIK 
courage  to  do.  It  was  for  a  last.sequeiiccHof  myownrashnew;  aa' 
bleaaiug,  and  forgiveness.  No  I  must  make  the  beat  of  my  barf 
wonder,  she  aaid,  that  I  saw  her  lot.  Only,  as  these  consequence*^ 
affected.  Now  that  I  had  ac-  follow  one  another  so  closelT, 
ceptedof  the  laat  charitable  office  while  they  are  iieu>,  how  canlbelpi 
for  her  (for  which,  as  well  as  for  being  anew  affected? 
complying  with  her  other  request,  I  asked  if  a  letter  written  by 
she  thanked  me)  I  should  one  day  myself,  by  her  doctor  orapolbe-. 
have  all  these  letters  before  me :  cary,  to  any  of  her  friends,  lepte- 
and  could  she  have  a  I'ind  one  ia;  senting  her  low  state  of  he^th, 
return  to  that  she  had  been  now,  and  great  humility,  would  be  M- 
writing,  to  counleriu/ancc  tbeun-|  ceptable?  Orif  a  journey  to  any 
kind  one  she  had  from  her  sister,  of  them  would  be  of  service,  T 
\tewg-btbB  induced  ta  shew  me  i  would  gladly  undertake  it  in  per-' 


^  and  strictly  tonform  to  her 

to  whomsoever  she  should 

10  to  apply. 

e  earnestly  desired,  that  no- 

mg  of  this   sort  might  be  a,t- 

temptcd,   especially  withont  her 

knowledge    and    consent.       HUs 

Howe,  she  said,  had  done  harm 

/  her  kindly  intended  :!eal-,  and' 

£  there  were  room  to  expect  fa- 

HBT  by  mediation,  she  had  ready 

Ipiand  a  kind  friend,  Mrs.  Nor- 

I,  who  for  piety  and  prudence 

jl  few  equals^  and  who  would 

balip  no  opportunity  to  endea- 

^  to  do  her  service. 

Ulet  her  know,  that  I  was  going 

>   of  towQ   till  Monday.     She 

bed  me  pleusure :  and  said  she 

nld  be  glad  to  see  me  on  my  i 
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j  WISH  you  would  not  trouble 

Ewitb  any  more  of  your  tetters. 

Ml  bad  always  a  knack  at  writ- 

K{  aild  depended  upon  making 

^ey    one   do   what  you  would  i 

bi  yon  wrote,  but  your  wit  and  I 

triolly  have  undone  you.   And 

,  as  all  naughty  creatures  do, 

,  a  they  can't  help  themselves, 

a  come  begging  and  praying, 

make  others  as   nneaay   as 


iO  you'd  creep  on,  by  little 
i  little,  till  you'll  vrant  to  be  ro- 
bed again. 
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But  you  only  hope  for  /ar- 
pr'uenssji,  and  a  blessing,  you  aay. 
A  blessing  for  what,  sisterClary? 
Think  for  whati  -  However.  I 
re'd  your  letter  to  my  father  and 
mother. 

I  won't  tell  you  what  my  father 
said  ^  one  who  has  the  true  sense 
you  boast  to  have  of  your  mis- 
deeds, may  guess,  without  my 
teliiug  you,  what  a  justly  incensed 
father  would  say  on  such  an  occa- 

My  poor  mother  —  O  wretch! 
what  has  not  your  ungrateful  folly 
cost  my  poor  mother! —  Had  you 
been  less  a  darling,  you  would 
not,  perhaps,  have  oeen  so  grace- 
less: hut  1  never  iu  my  life  saw  a 
cockered  favourite  come  to  good. 

My  heart  is  full,  and  1  can't 
help  writing  my  mind;  for  your 
crimes  have  disgraced  us  all ;  and 
I  am  aft'aid  and  ashamed  to  go  to 
any  public  or  private  assembly  or 
diversion:  —  Ineed  not  say  why, 
when  your  actions  are  the  subject 
either  of  the  opeu  talk ,  or  of  the 
afirpnting  whispers,  of  both  sexes 
at  all  such  places. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  am  sorry  I 
have  uo  more  comfort  to  send 
you:  but  I  find  nobody  willing  to 
forgive  you. 

1  don't  know  what  lime  may  do 
for  you ;  and  when  it  is  seen  that 
your  penitence  is  not  owing  more 
to  disappointment  than  to  true 
conviction;  for  it  is  toopropable, 
Miss  Clary,  that,  had  you  gone  on 
as  swinimingly  as  you  eipeeted, 
and  had  not  your  feather-headed 
villain  abandoned  you,  we  akoxM. 
have  heard  aotliuiK  oi  \^»a«  u 


r 
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tiling  liut  defiaticea  from  him,  bdiI 
a^iit  gioried  in  from;/(iu.  And 
thiB  is  every  one's  opinion  as  well 
as  tliat  of 

Your  afflicted  sister, 

AsitfiELLA  HaBLOWE. 


ir  leave  it  for  you  by  to- 
w  night. 


No  self- convicted  criminal  e?-er 
approached  her  angry  and  just 
judge  with  greater  awe,  nor  with 
a  truer  con&ition,  than  I  do  you 
by  these  lines. 

Indeed  I  must  aay,  that  if  the 
matter  of  my  humble  prayer  had 
not  respected  my  future  welfare,  I 
had  aot  dared  to  taite  this  liberty. 
But  my  heart  is  set  upon  it,  as 
upon  a  thing  next  to  tiod  Al- 
mighty's   forgiveness     neoeBHary 

Had  my  happy  siater  known  my 
distreascH,  she  would  not  have 
wrung  my  heart,  as  she  has  done, 
by  a  severity  which  I  must  needs 
tliiuk  unkind  and  unsisterly. 

But  complaint  of  any  uukind- 
iiesB  from  her  belongs  not  tome: 
yet,  as  she  is  pleased  to  write, 
that  it  must  be  seen  that  my  peni- 
tence is  less  owing  to  disappoint- 
ment than  to  true  conviction,  per- 
I  mit  me,   madam,  to  insist  upon 

B  it,  that,  if  such  a  plea,  CB,n  be  al- 
■  lowed  me,  I  am  actually  entitled  to 
^^j:^^  biasing  I  sue  fori  ^"'°^  °^7 


humble  prayer  is  founded  upon  a 
true  and  unfeigned  repentance: 
and  this  you  will  the  readier  b* 
lieve,  if  the  creature  whenever, 
thebeat of herfcmembrance,  told 
her  mamma  a  wilful  falsehood, 
may  be  credited,  when  she  de- 
clarer, as  she  does  in  the  most  so- 
lemn manner,  that  she  met  the 
seducer  with  a  determination  not, 
to  go  off  with  him :  that  the  rSall' 
step  was  owing  more  to  compul' 
sion  than  toinfetuation;  ondtlii^' 
her  heart  was  so  Uttle  in  it,  tha^ 
she  repented  and  grieved  from  tbff. 
moment  she  found  herself  ii  '  '' 
power;  and  for  every  moi 
after,  for  several  weeks  fie/bn  ..  . 
had  any  cause  from  him  to  appre^ 
hend  the  usage  she  met  with. 

Wherefore,  on  my  knees,  n^ 
ever-hoaoured  mamma,(for  onm^ 
knees  I  write  this  Ictte^  I  do  Bi0«t 
humbly  beg  your  blessing!  vtig 
but,  in  so  many  words ,  (I  »A.  yoil 
not,  madam,  bD  call  me  yonr 
daughter)  —  ios/,  iijiknppy  wrebA^ 
J  forgiiiE  you!  anil  may  God  Nat 
yuul  ^-  this  is  alii  let  mn,  on  It 
blosaed  scrap  of  paper,  but  set 
one  sentence  to  this  effect,  nndw 
your  dear  hand,  that  I  may  hold  it 
to  my  heart  in  my  most  trying 
struggles,  and  I  ahall  think  it  k 
passport  to  heaven.  And  ifldO' 
uot  too  much  presume,  aud  It 
were  vra  instead  of  I,  and  bottc 
your  honoured  names  subjoiuetf. 
to  it,  1  should  then  have  nothittji' 
more  to  wish.     Then  would  I  say, 

Great  and  merciful  God;  Aoit 


seest  here  in  this  paper  thj  poor 
unworthy  creature  absolved  hj 
hei  iuatiY  oS^nded  pannttt 


CLARISSA  BARLOWE. 


,,  fof  my  Redeemer's  sake,  tliy 
K»ll-gradouB /fof,  and  receive  a  ro- 
Bpeotant  sinner  to  the  arms  of  thy 

'  "  nconjnre  you,  madam,  by 
qeet  of  motherly  ten  derneas, 
A  will  not,  in  the  opinioii  of  my 
Bvere  cenaurers,  (hefore  whom 
bis  humble  addreas  mnat  appear) 
Idd  to  my  reproach :  let  me  there- 
fare,  forGod'asake,  prCTailnpon 
rbn  to  pronounce  me  blest  and 
^"-^TCn,  since  you  will  thereby 
ikle  comfort  through  the  laat 
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lo  hen  ofAuij-J.  SeeNa.uT.| ' 

DAM,  Monany,  Aug.  I. 

Ws  were  all  of  opinion  btf'ire 

—  r  letter  came,  that  Mr.  Love- 

!  was  utterly  unworthy  of  you,  | 

tnddeserTedoudi^upuntehment,  | 

JBtherthanto  beblesaedwithsuch 

K'wife:  and  hoped  far  more  fromi 

— r  kind  consideration  for  uh, 

D  any  we  supposed  yon  <:ould' 

"  '■"  "■  80  base  an  injurer.     For  j 

)  all  determined  to  loTCi 

.   d  admire  you ,  let  to  be- 1 

findour  to  you  be  what  it  would. 
^Btit,  after  jour  letter,  what  can 
be  said? 

lam,  however,  commanded  to 
write  in  all  theaubscribingnamea, 
to  let  you  know  how  greatly  your 
sofferings  have  affected  ns :  to  tell 
JTOO,  that  my  Lord  M.  has  forbid 
I^D  erer  ranre  to  enter  the  doors 
df  tfae  sp&rtmeuta  where  Ire  shall . 
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bo:  aud  as  you  laboui'  under  the 
unhappy  effects  of  your  friends' 
diepleasnra,  which  may  auhject 
you  to  inconveniences,  his  Lord- 
ship, and  Lady  Sarah,  and  Lady 
Betty,  beg  of  you  to  accept  for 
your  life,  or,  atleaat,  till  you  are 

'admitted  to  enjoyyonr  own  estate, 
of  one  liuudred  guineas  per 
quarter,  which  will  be  regularly 
brought  you  by  an  especial  hand, 
aud  of  the  inclosed  bank  bill  for  a 
beginning.  And  do  not,  dearest 
madam,  we  all  beseech  you,  do  not 
think  you  are  beholden  (for  this 

I  token    of  Lord  M.'s   aud   Lady 

I  Sarah's  aud  Lady  Betty's  love 
to  yon)  to  the  friends  of  this  vile 

Iman;  for  he  has  not  one  friend 
,  lleftamonguB. 

I  We  each  of  us  desire  to  be  fa- 
'  I  voured  with  a  place  in  your  esteem ; 

'and  to  be  considered  upon  the 
foot  of  reiationahip ,  as  if 


I  sure  to  hope  wouW  be,  had  been, 
I  And  it  shall  be  our  united  prayer, 
that  you  may  recover  health  and 
lapirita.and  live  to  see  many  ha]ipy 
years:  and  aiuee  this  wretch  cau 
no  more  be  pleaded  for,tliat,  when 
I  ho  is  gone  abroad,  as  be  is  now 
iprepanng  to  do,  we  may  beper- 
Imittod  tue  honour  of  a  personal 
acquaintance  with  a  lady  who  haa 
no  equal.  These  are  ifieeftrQest 
I  requests,  dearest  young  lady,  of 
;      Your  affectionate  frienda, 

and  moat  faithful  sanrantB, 
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Yon  will  break  the  liearts  of  the 
three  firat-named  more  particu- 
larly, if  you  refuse  them  your 
acceptance.  Deuvest  young 
lady,   punish  not  Oieia  for  hui 


we  hope,  your  ace  epting  favour. 
Mr.  Lovelace  writes  By  the  same 
hand:  but  he  kuows  uotbiug  of 
our  letter,  norweofhia;  for  we 
shun  each  other;  and  one  part 
of  the  house  holda  us,  another 
him,   the  remotest  from  each 


BEsively  disturbed  at 
of  Mis9  Uarlone's 
answer  to  my  coueiu  Charlotte's 
letter  of  Tuesday  last  (which  was 
given  her  by  the  same  fellow  that 
gave  me  yours)  that  1  have  hardly 
patience  or  consideration  enough 
to  weigh  what  you  write. 

She  had  need  indeed  to  cry  out 
for  mercy  for  herself  from  her 
friends,  who  knows  not  how  to 
shew  any!  she  is  a  true  daughter 
of  the  Harlowe's  —  by  my  soul, 
Jack,  she  is  a  true  daughter  of  the 
Ilarlowe'a!  yet  has  she  so  many 
excellencies,  that  I  must  love  her ; 
and  fool  that  I  am,  love  her  the 
more  for  her  despising  me. 

Thou  Tunneston  with  thy  cursed 
nonsensical  Tefnniiada  rote,  of 
dying,  dying,  dyiugl  and,  having 
once  got  tlie  word  by  the  end, 
canst  not  help  foistius  it  in  at 
eyary  period!  The  devu  take  me,  i 


;  I  aee  thatt 
a  neither  eat, 
r,  what  is  sldll 
Oman  ia  th» 
care  I  to  loalt 


if  I  don't  think  thou  would'stgive 
her  poison  with  thy  oim  bauds 
rather  than  she  should  recover, 
and  rob  thee  of  the  merit  of  being 
a  conjurer! 

But  no  more  of  lb  y  cursed  knell  j. , 
thy  changes  iipon  death's  candle- 
stick turned  bottom  upwards: 
she'll  live  to  bury  n  "■  -  ■■  -• 
for  by  mysoul,  I  C! 
drink,  nor  sleep:  nc 

world  but  her.    Nor 

trary,  I  tommyheadfromevarji- 
onel  meet:  except  by  chance  laif, 
eye,  an  air,  afeature,  strikes mO) 
resembling  hers  in  some  glancingri 
by  face;  and  then  I  cannot  foT>; 
bear  looking  again;  though  tfafti 
second  look  recoversme;  forthertti 
can  be  nobody  like  her.  , 

Butsurdy,  Belford,  the  deva'l 
in  this  woman!  the  more  I'tbini 
of  her  nonsense  and  obstinacy  Qii 
less  patience  1  have  with  her.  11 
it  possible  she  can  do  herself,  bti 
family,  her  friends,  so  mncb 
■--  -"-- aOTnf/ii^rway.asbymariyi, 
P  Were  she  suresheshonulj 


tivG  but  a  day ,  she  ought  to  die  « 
wife.  If  her  christian  revenge  wi 
not  let  her  wish  to  do  so  for  her  OB 
sake,  ought  she  not  for  the  ■«! 
ofherfamily,  andof  herEex,whi(dJ 
she  pretends  Bometimes  to  h«W^^ 
GO  much  concern  for?  And  if  » 
sake  is  dear  enough  to  move  ba 
HarlowG-spirit  in  my  favoor,  bM 
she  any  title  to  the  pity  thoa  m 
pitifully  art  always  bespeaking; 
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..  itupid  ffiinily  here  [and  1  must 
illlhee  we  are  all  bcokein  pieces], 
1  valnenotthatofabutlon.  They 
are  foolatoanaOiematize  and  curse 
me ,  who  can  give  them  ten  curses 
for  one,  were  they  to  hold  it  for  a 


myself;  and  that  the  best;  for  the 
^reat  enjoy  that  least  which  costs 
tbem  most:  grantteur  and  use  are 
two  things;  the  common  part  is 
theirs;  the  state  part  is  mine: 
andherellordit,  and  iciW  lord  it, 
as  long  ftB  J  please;  while  the  two 
pursy  eisters,  the  old  gouty  bro- 
ther, acd  the  two  musty  niece  a, 
are  stived  u^  in  the  otherhalf,  and 
dare  not  stir  for  fear  of  meeting 
me:  whom  (that's  the  jest  of  it) 
they  have  forbidden  coming  into 
their  apartments,  asl  have  them 
into  mine.  And  bo  1  have  them 
all  prisoners,  while  1  range  about 
as  I  please.  Pretty  dogs  and 
duggesses  to  quarrel  and  Bark  at 
me,  andyet,  whenever  I  appear, 
aftaid  topopoiit  of  their  kennels; 
Of  if  out  before  they  see  me,  at  the 
sight  of  me  run  growling  in  again, 
with  their flapt ears ,  theiraweep- 

g  dewlaps  J  and  their  quivering 

Ts  curling  inwards. 

^d  here,  while   1   am  thus 

Mhily  waging  war  with  beetles 
,  wasps,  and  hornets,  am 
on  fire  with  the  rage  of 

Sited  love,  thou  art  regaling 

taelf  with  phlegm  and  rock< 
~t,  and  art  going  on  with  th' 
mation  scheme,  and  thy  exnl 
ns  in  my  misfortunes  I 

|Phe  devil  take  thee  for  an  in 
I  dough-baked  varlet! 


have  no  more  patience  with  thee 
than  with  the  lady;  for  thou 
knowest  nothing  either  of  love  or 
friendship,  butart  as  unworthy  of 
■'  one  as  incapable  of  the  other; 
wo uldest  thou  not  rejoice ,  as 
thou  dost,  under  the  grimace  <if 
'lij,  in  my  disappointments. 
And  thou  art  a  pretty  fellow,  art 
thou  uotV  to  engage  to  transcribe 
for  her  some  parts  of  my  letters 
written  to  thee  in  confldence? 
Letters  that  thou  should  est  so  oner 
have  parted  with  thy  cnrsed 
tongue,  than  have  owned  thou 
ever  hadat  received  such:  yet 
these  are  now  to  he  communicated 


thou  do  not  oblige  her  with  a  line 
ofmiue. 

If  thou  liast  done  it,  the  least 
vengeaacel  will  take,  istobi-eak 
through  my  honour  given  to  thee 
not  to  visit  her,  as  thou  wi it  have 
broken  through  tldne  to  me,  in 
commnnicating  letters  written 
under  the  seal  of  friendship. 

lam  now  convinced,  too  sadly 
for  my  hopes ,  by  her  letter  to  my 
cousin  Charlotte,  that  she  is  deter- 
mined never  to  have  me. 

Unprecedenied  mckedneas,  she 
calls  mine  to  her.  l!ut  how  does 
fA?  know  what  love ,  initsfiaming 
ardour,  will  stimulate  men  to  do? 


in  this  case?  —  To  think  theuioMf, 
and  to  be  able  iomake comparisons 
in  these  oery  delicate  sitiiations, 
must  she  not  he  leaa  delicate  than 
t  had  imagined  hei-  to  be?  —  But 
she  Los  heaii  \iia.t  ttia  4.eTi.\i 


r 
I 

I 

I 
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Waek ;  and  haviugamind  to  make 
oneofme,  brays  together,  in  the 
mortar  of  her  wild  fancy ,  twenty 
chimney-sweepers,  in  order  to 
make  one  sootier  than  ordinary 
rise  out  of  the  dirty  mass. 

But  what  a  whirlwind  does  she 


tified! 


J  my  soul,  by  her  proudjl  staid  not 
itempts  of  me!   Never,  never,!     -------- 

lortal  man's  pride  ao  mor- 
How    does  she  sink  me, 

even  in  my  own  eyes?  —  "Her 

Jieart  sincerely  repulses  me ,   ehe 

Bays,  for  my  meanness."  —  Yet  she 

intends  to  reap  the  benefit  of  what 

she  calls  sol  —  Curse  upon  her 

haiif/hliness,  and  her  meoniiess,  at 

thesame  time!  — Her  haughtiness 

to  me,  and  her  meanneas  to  her 

uiwn  mlalvms;  more  unworthy  of 

kindred  with  her,  than  I  can  he,  or 

I  am  mean  indeed. 

Yet  who  but  must  admire,  who 

hut  must  adore    her?     O   that 

cursed,  cursed  house!  But  for  the 

womeuofthat!  Then  their  damn'd 

potions!  But  for  f^Dse  hadher  tjtt- 

iVnpiircrf  intellects, and  the  mcy'ex'j 

of  her  virtue,  savedher,  as  once  it 

did  by  her  humble  eloquence,* 

another   time   by  her  terrifying 

menaces  against  her  own  life.** 
Yet  in  both  these  to  find  her 

Cower  over  me,  and  my  love  for 
er,  and  to  bate,  to  despise,  and 
to  refuse  me!  —  She  might  have 
done  this  with  some  show  of 
justice,  bad  the  last-intended 
violation  been  perpetrated ;  —  but 
to  go  away  conquereaa  and  tri- 
umphaiit  ia  every  light!    Well 


may  she  despise  me  for  suffering 
her  to  do  BO. 

Sheleftme/ottiandnieanindeed! 
And  the  impression  holds  with  her 
—  I  could  tear  my  flesh,  that  £ 
gave  her  not  cause  —  that  1 
ihled  her  not  indeed, 


a  to  attend  her 

luuiiuun  instead  of  LoTdM.'B,  till  I 
could  have  eialted  myself,  Jay 
giving  to  myself  a  wife  superiorto 
all  trial,  to  all  temptation. 

I  will  venture  one  more  lettn; 

her,  however;  andif  that  don't 

I.  or  procure  me  an  answer,  then 

will  I  endeavour  to  see  her,  let 

what  mill  be  the  conseqaence.    If 

she  get  out  of  my  way,  I  will  d<^ 

some  noble  mischief  to  the  visea> 

girl  whfim  she  most  loTea, 

then  quit  the  kingdom  forevi 

And  now,  Jack,  since  thy 

in  at  communicating  the  con-i 

tents  of  private  letters,   tell  hgK 

this,  ifttiouwilt.     AndaddtoiS, 

that  if  SHE   abandon  me,   GOI> 

and  what  then  will  be  tbt 


Her 


[ha, 


«,] 


And  so  von  have  actually  de-  I 
livered  to  the  fair  implacable,  eX'.  m 
tracts  of  letters  written  Id  thtf  J 
confidence  of  friendship!  Takafl 
care  —  take  care,  Belford  —  IdOil 
indeed  love  yon  better  than  I  lova,fl 
any  man  in  the  world;  but  this  is  f 
,averydeUcatepoiut  Thematta 
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to  grown  ?erj  serious  to  me.  My 
UMirt  is  btiut  upon  having  her. 
Isd  h&ve  her  1  will,  though  1 
_  n  the  agonies  of  death. 
[Bhe  ia  very  paruest,  you  Bay, 
lat  I  will  not. offer  to  molest  her. 
at,  let  me  iell  her,  will  abso- 
Ktely  depend  upon  herself,  and 
Banawersheretum9,wlietherby 
a  and  ink,  or  the  contemptuous 
leof  silence,  which  she  bcE toned 
ion  nay  last  four  to  her:  and  I 
Kll  wtit«  it  in  such  humble,  and 
a  snoh  reasonahle  terms,  that  if. 
.jie  be  not  a  true  Plariowe, 
Aall  forffive  me.  But  as  to 
execuUir*liip ,  which  she  is  for  c 
ferring  npou  thee  —  thou  shalt 
be  her  exeaiiur:  let  me  perish  if 
liioa  ahalt  —  Nor  aiiall  she  die. 
Nobody  shall  he  any  thin^,  no- 
bod;  shall  dare  to  be  any  thing,  to 
her,  but  I.  —  Thy  happiness  is 
sJieady  toogieat,  to  be  admitted 
daily  to  her  presence;  to  look 
npon  her,  to  talk  to  her,  to  bear 
her  talk,  while  1  am  forbid  to  come 
within  view  of  lier  window.  — 
Wha.!  areprobationis  this,  of  the 
man  who  was  once  mora  dear  to 
her  than  all  the  men  iu  the  world! 
— and  now  to  be  able  toJook  down 
npon  me,  while  her  eialted  head 
la  hid  from  me  among  the  stars, 
sometimes  with  Ecom,  at  other 
times  with  pity,  I  cannot  bear  it. 
This  I  tell  thee,  that  if  I  have 
"n  my  effort  by  letter, 


that  hasfound  its  way  f  o  my 
oil  will  tear  it  out  in  her  presence,  j 
and  throw  it  at  here,  that  she  may  i 
see  how  much  more  tender  than| 
bei  own  that  organ  is ,  which  she, ; 


and  you,  and  every  one  else,  hayc 
takRn  the  liberty  to  cull  callous. 

Give  notice  to  the  people  who 
live  back  and  edge,  and  oa  either 
hand,  of  the  cursed  mother,  to  re- 
move their  beat  effects,  if  I  am  re- 
jected: for  the  first  vengeance  I 
shall  take,  will  be  to  set  fire  to 
that  den  of  serpents.  Kor  will 
there  be  any  fear  of  taking  theni 
when  they  are  in  any  act  that  has 
Ike  relish  of  aaloallim  in  it,  as 
Shakespeare  says  —  bo  that  my 
revenge,  if  they  perish  in  the 
flames  I  shall  light  up,  will  be 
complete  as  to  them. 


Hands;,  Aug.  I. 

Little  as  I  have  reason  to  ex- 
pect either  your  patient  ear,  or 
forgiving  heart,  yet  cannot  I  for- 
bear to  write  to  you  once  more  (as 
a  more  pardonable  intrusion,  per- 
haps, than  a  visit  would  be),  to 
beg  of  you  to  put  it  in  my  power 
to  atone,  as  far  as  it  is  possible 
to  atoue,  for  the  injuries  I  have 
done  you. 

Your  angelic  purity,  and  my 
awakened  conscience,  are  stand- 
ing records  of  your  eialted  merit, 
and  of  my  detestable  baBeness: 
but  your  forgivcneaa  will  lay  me 
under  an  eternal  obligation  te 
you.  —  Forgive  me  then,  my  dear- 
est life,  my  earthly  good,  the 
visible  anchor  of  my  future  hope! 
—  Aa  you  (who  believe  yon  have 
something  to  be  foreiven  forjhopc 
for  pardon  yourseli,  forgive  me, 
and  consent  to  m««im%,  ^'^'^ 
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your  OWD  conditioua,  and  in  whose 
company  you  please,  attiieholy 
altar,  and  to  give  yourself  a  title 
to  the  moat  repentant  und  affec- 
tionate heart  tliat  ever  beat  in  a 
human  bosom. 

Bat  perhaps  a  time  of  probation 
may  be  required.  It  may  be  im- 
possible for  you,  as  well  from  in- 
liisposilion  as  ilnuhi,  ao  soon  to  re- 
ceive me  to  absolute  favour  as  my 
heart  wishes  to  be  received.  In 
thia  case,  I  will  eubmit  to  your 
pleasure;  and  there  shall  be  no 
penance  which  you  can  impose, 
thati  will  not  cheerfully  undergo ; 
if  yon  will  be  pleased  to  give  me 
hope,  that  after  my  expiation, 
suppose  of  months,  wherein  the 
regularity  of  my  future  life  and 
actions  sball  couvince  you  of  my 
refoimation,  you  will  at  last  be 

Let  me  beg  the  favour,  then,  of 
a  few  lines,  encouraging;  me  in 
thia  conditional  hope,  if  it  must 
not  be  a  atill  nearer  hope,  and  a 
more  generous  encouragement. 

If  you  refuse  me  this,  you  will 
make  me  desperate.  But  even 
then  I  must,  at  all  events,  throw 
myself  at  your  feet,  that  I  may 
not  charge  myself  with  the  omis- 
aion  of  any  earnest,  any  humble 
effort,  to  move  you  in  my  favour: 
for  in  YOU,  madam,  in  yovh  f'lr- 
ginertes.%  are  centered  my  hopes  as 
to  both  ti'nrlds:  since  to  be  repro- 
bated finally  by  pnu,  will  leave 
me  without  expectation  of  mercy 
from  above!  —  For  I  am  now 
awakened  enough  to  think,  that 
to  be  forgiven  by  injured  in- 
is  neeeasar]/  to  the  divine 


1 

tmguii^ 


pardon;  the  Almighty  putting 
to  the  power  of  such  (as  is  res- 
able  to  believe)  the  wretch 
causelessly  and  capitally  cfl 
them.     And  v;ho  can  be  entitle 
to  this  power,  if  louarenot'i' 

Your  cause,  madam,  in  a  word 
I  look  upon  t^  be  the  cimae  i 
i-irtue,  and,  as  such,  the  cause i 
Gild.  And  may  I  not  expect ,  thu 
be  will  assert  it  in  the  perdition  i 
who  has  acted  by  a  persa 
'  spotless  purity,  i" 


of  thf 

have  done,  if  yoii  by  rejecting  ni< 
shew  that  I  have  offun  ' "  " 
the  possibility  of  forgii 

I  do  most  solemnly  asaore  yoi 
that  no  temporal  or  worldlyTiet 
induce  me  to  this  earnest  addrei 
I  deserve  no  t  forgiveness  fraoi  yt 
Nor  do  my  Lord  M.  and  his  siflK 
Jirom  irae.  I  despise  them  from  n 
heart,  for  presuming  to  imagii 
that  1  will  he  controlled  ^  t 
prospect  of  any  benefits  in  tin 
power  to  confer.  There  i«  net 
peraon  breathing,  but  youn^ 
who  shall  preBcribe  to  me.  Yoi 
wholecondact,  madam,  has  be 
ao  nobly  principled ,  and  your' 
aentments  are  so  admirably  jn 
that  you  appear  to  me  even  ii 
divine  light;  and  in  an  infinite! 
more  amiable  one  at  the  ar^^ 
time,  than  you  could  have  ^ 
peared  in,  had  you  not  Buffers 
the  barbarous  wrongs ,  that  no 
fill  my  mind  with  anguish  a> 
horror  at  my  own  recolleeted  vi 
lainy  to  the  most  excellent  i 
women. 

I  repeal,  that  all  I  beg  fof  tl 
present,  is  a  few  lines,  to  gaU 

-  doubtfiil  steps :  and  (ii  po» 


^^rable  for  you  so  far  to  coodeBcend) 
^"to  encourage  me  to  hope;  that  if  1 
■      ean  justify   my  present  vowb  by 
my  ftiture  conduct ,  I  nifty  be  per- 
mitted the  honour  to  style  my- 
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self 


Eternally  yours, 


llHrdplylaJfiMVnni 


ExctiBEine,  my  good  lord,  and 
my  ever-honoured  ladies,  from 
accepting  of  your  noble  quarterly 
bounty;  and  allow  me  to  return, 
with  all  grateful  acknowledge- 
ment, and  true  humility,  the  in- 
closed earnest  of  your  goodness 
to  me.  Indeed  I  have  no  need  of 
the. 


.siblyw 


ttM  Other;  but,  neverthelei 
re  such  a  Bense  of  your  gene- 
K  fsvoai,  that  to  my  last  hour  I 
UhavejileasuTe  in  contemplat- 
'  won  it,  and  be  proud  of  the 
__Sl  bold  in  the  esteem  of  such 
nerable  personB.  to  whom  I  oi 
id  the  ambition  to  hope  to  be 

p  Bnt  gife  me  leave  to  express 
nrrooncern,  that  you  have  banish- 
n  your  nephew  from  your  pre- 
"TCe  and  ftvonr;  since  now  per- 
^hewill  be  under  leasrestraint 
IS  ev«f ;  and  since  I,  in  parti 

r,  who  had  hoped  by  your' 
_.jOes  to  remain  unmoleste ' 
gfe  remainder  of  my  days, 


be  again  subjecled  to  his  perse^ 
cutions. 

He  has  not,  my  good  lord,  and 
my  dear  ladies,  offended  Rgainst 
'jou,  as  he  has  against  me,-  and  yet 
you  could  all  ver^  generously  in- 
tercede for  him  with  me;  and  shall 
I  bevery  improper,  iff  desire  for 
own  peace  sake;  for  the  sake 
ther  poor  creatures  who  may 
itill  injured  by  him,  if  he  be 
made  quite  desperate ;  and  for  the 
sake  of  all  your  worthy  family, 
that  you  will  estend  to  him  that 
forgiveness  which  you  hoped  from 
me/  And  this  the  rather,  SB  I  pre- 
sume to  think,  that  bis  daring  and 
impetuouB  spirit  will  not  be  sub- 
dued by  violent  methods;  since  I 
have  no  doubt,  that  the  gratifying 
of  a  present  passion  willlie  always 
more  prevafent  with  him,  than 
any  future  proBpects,  however  un- 
warrantable the  one,  or  beneficial 

e  other. 

Your  resentments  on  my  8c- 
countare  extremely  generous,  as 
your  goodness  to  me  is  truly 
noble :  out  I  am  not  vrithout  hope, 
that  he  will  be  properly  affected 
by  the  evils  hehas  made  mesuffer; 
and  that ,  when  1  am  laid  low  and 
forgotten,  your  whole  honourable 
family  will  be  enabled  to  rejoice 
in  his  reformation;  and  see  many 
of  those  happy  years  together, 
whieh,my  good  lord,  and  my  dear 
ladies,  you  bo  kindly  wish  to 
Your  ever  cratefn!  and 
obliged 


\ 
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Tburida)-  nlghl,  Aug.  10. 

You  have  been  infonned  bj 
Tourville,  how  much  iJelton'a  ili- 
nesB  aod  affairs  have  engaged  me, 
A3  well  as  Mowbray  and  h[m,BiiicE 
my  former.  I  called  at  Smith'* 
on  Monday  in  my  way  to  Epaom. 

The  lady  wae  gone  to  chapel: 
but  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  hear 
Bte  was  not  worse;  a,Dd  left  my 
compliments,  and  an  intimation 
that  1  should  be  out  of  town  for 
tbree  or  four  days. 

I  refer  myself  to  Tourville,  who 
will  let  you  know  the  difficulty  we 
had  to  arive  out  this  meeJ' mistress, 
and  frugal  manager,  with  her 
cubs,  and  to  give  the  poor  fel- 
low's sister  poaaession  for  him  of 


□  bouse;  heskulliing 
while  at  an  inn  at  Croyd< 
dispirited  to  appear  *     ' 


But  I  must  observe,  that  we 
were  probably  but  just  in  time  to 
save  the  nhaltered  remains  of  his 
fortune  from  this  rapacious  wo- 
man, and  her  accomplices;  for  as 
he  cannot  live  long,  and  she  thinks 
HO,  we  found  she  had  certainly 
taken  measures  to  set  up  a  mar- 
riage, and  keep  possession  of  a^U 
for  nerself  and  her  sons. 

Tourville  will  tell  you  how  I 
was  forced  to  chastise  the  quon- 
dam hostler  in  heraigbt,  before  I 
could  drive  him  out  of  the  house. 
He  had  the  insolence  to  lay  hands 
on  me:  and  Imade  him  take  but 
one  step  from  the  top  to  the  bot- 
tomof  apair  ofstairs.    Ithought 


his  neck  and  alt  his  bones  bad 
been  broken.  And  then,  he  being 
carried  out  neck  and  heels, 
Thomaeine  thought  fit  to  walk 
out  after  him. 

Charming  consequences  of  jtfeyi- 
iitg;  the  state  we  have  been  ao 
fond  of  estoUine!  —  Whatever 
it  may  be  thought  of  ia  strong 
healtb,  .ikknessaad'lectimiigspiriU 
in  the  keeper,  will  bring  him  to 
see  the  di£l«rence. 

She  should  soon  have  him,  she 
told  a  confidant  I  in  the  space  of 
sii  feet  by  five;  meaning  his  bed; 
and  then  she  would  let  nobody 
come  near  him  but  whom  Bha 
pleased.  The  hostler  fellow,  I 
suppose,  would  then  have  been  hia 
physician:  his  will  ready  madofor 
him;  and  widows' weeds  probably 
ready  provided;  who  knows,  but 
she  to  appear  in  tbem  in  his  own 
sight?  _  As  once  I  knew  an  in- 
stance in  a  wicked  wife,  insulting 
a  husband  she  hated,  when  she 
thoughthimpastrecovery^thougb 
itgave  the  man  such  spirits,  and 
Bucb  a  turn,  that  he  got  over  it, 
and  lived  to  see  her  in  her  coffin, 
dressed  out  in  the  very  weeds  she 
had  insulted  him  in. 

Ho  much,  for  the  present,  for 
Belt«n,  and  his  Thomasine. 

I  begin  to  pity  thee  heartily, 
now  I  see  thee  in  earnest,  in  the 
fruitless  iovo  thou  expressest  tO 
this  angel  of  a  woman;  and  the 
rather,  as,  say  what  thou  wilt,  it  is 
impossible  she  should  get  over  her 
illness,  and  her  Irieiida'  imnla- 
cableness,  of  which  she  has  nad 
fresh  instances. 


I 
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►  Ifaope  thou  art  not  indeed  dia- 
pleaaed  with  tiie  esttacfB  I  have 
madefromthyletterBforher.  The 
tettiag  her  know  the  justice  thou 
hast  done  to  her  virtue  in  them,  is 
so  much  in  favour  of  thy  inge- 
nDouaneBB  (a  quality,  let  me  re- 
peat, that  gives  thee  a  superiority 
over  common  libertines)  that  I 
thiuk  in  my  heart  I  was  right; 
though  to  any  other  woman,  and 
to  one  who  had  not  known  the 
worst  of  thee  that  she  could  know, 
it  might  have  been  wrong. 

If  the  enrf  will  justify  the  means, 
it  is  plain,  that  I  have  done  well 
with  regard  to  ye  both;  since  I 
have  made  her  easier,  and  Ihee  ap- 
pear in  a  better  light  to  her,  than 
otherwise  thou  wouldst  have  done. 

But  if,  nevertheless,  thou  art  dia- 
satiafied  with  my  having  obliged 
her  in  a  point,  which  lacknow- 
ledge  ru  he  Jdicate,  let  us  canvass 
this  matter  at  our  first  meeting; 
and  then  I  will  shew  thee  what  the 
extracts  <i)ere,  and  what  counec- 
tions  I  gave  them  in  thy  favour. 

Butsurely  thou  dost  notpretend 
\o  say  wbatl shall,  or shallnot do, 
as  to  the  esccutorship ! 

I  am  my  ownman,  I  bope.  I 
think  thou  sbouldst  be  glad  to 
have  the  justificatjot]  of  her  me- 
mory left  to  one,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  tbonmay'stbe  assured,  will 
treat  thee ,  and  thy  actions ,  with 
all  the  lenity  the  case  will  admit. 

1  cannot  help  espressing  my 
surprise  at  one  instance  of  thy 
selt- partiality ;  and  that  is,  where 
thou  sayest,  she  had  need,  indeed, 
U  CT)'  out  for  meicy  herself  from 


/ler  friends,  whoknowsnot  how  to 
shew  any. 

Surely  thou  canst  not  think  the 
cases  alike  —  for  she ,  as  1  under- 
stand ,  desires  but  a  last  blessing, 
and  a  last  forgiveness ,  for  a  fault 
in  a  manner  inooltmlanj ,  if  a  fault 
at  all;  and  does  not  so  mnch  as 
*ope  to  berecer'DBtZ,- thou,  to  be  for- 
given premedil'iteil  wrongs  (which, 
nevertheless,  she  forgives,  on  con- 
dition to  be  no  more  molested  by 
thee);  and  hopest  to  be  received 
into  faauur,  and  to  make  the  finest 
jewel  in  the  world  thy  absolute 

Sco[)erty  in  consequence  of  that 
irgiveneas. 

Iwill  now  briefly  proceed  to  re- 
late what  has  passed  since  my 
last,  as  to  the  excellent  lady.  By 
)  the  account  I  aball  give  thee,  thou 
wilt  see,  that  she  has  troubles 
enough  upon  her,  all  springing 
originally  from  thyself,  without 
needing  to  add  more  to  them  by 
new  vexations.  And  aa  long  as 
thou  canst  exert  thyself  so  very 
cavalierly  at  M.  Hall,  where  every 
one  is  thy  prisoner,  I  see  not  but 
the  bravery  of  thy  spirit  may  be 
aa  well  gratified  m  domineering 
there  over  half  a  dozen  persons  ot 
rank  and  distinction,  as  it  could 
be  over  an  helpless  orphan,  as  I 
may  call  this  lady,  since  she  boa 
not  a  single  iriend  to  stand  by  her, 
if  I  do  not;  and  who  will  think 
herself  happy,  if  she  can  refuge 
herself  from  thee,  and  Irom  all  tie 
world,  in  the  arms  of  death. 

My  laat  was  dated  on  Saturday. 

On  Sunday,  in  compliance  with 
her  doctor's  advice,  she  took  a 
little  aiiiug.     blia,  Lio-ns^.,  asA 


elf  &om  little  aiiiug.     blia,  Lio-ns^.,  asA        h 
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Mr.  Smitli  and  his  wife,  were  with 
her.  After  beiDg  at  Highgate 
Chapel  at  divine  service,  she 
treated  them  with  a  little  repast; 
and  in  the  afternoon  wasi  at  Is- 
lington Church ,  in  her  way  home ; 
rehiroiag  tolerably  cheerful. 

She  had  received  several  letters 
in  my  absence,  aa  Mrs.  Lovick  ae- 
guaintedme,  besides  yours.  Yours, 
itaeema,  much  diatreased  her;  but 
she  ordered  the  meaneiiger,  who 
pressed  for  an  answer,  to  be  told, 
that  it  did  not  require  an  imme- 

On  Wednesday,  she  received  a 
letter  from  lier  uncle  Harlowe*, 
in  answer  to  one  she  had  written 
to  her  mother  on  Saturday 
knees.  It  must  be  a  very  crnel 
one,  Mrs.  Lovick  says,  by  the  ef- 
feels  it  had  upon  her:  for,  when 
she  received  it,  she  was  intending 
to  take  an  afternoon  aii-ing  in  a 
coach,  hot  was  thrown  into  bo 
violent  a  fit  of  hysterica  upon  it, 
that  she  was  forced  to  lie  down; 
and  (being  not  recovered  by  it)  to 
go  to  bed  about  eight  o'olouk. 

On  Thursday  morning  she  waa 
up  very  early;  and  haa  recourse 
to  the  BCripturea  to  calm  her  mind, 
as  she  told  Mrs.  Lovick:  and, 
weak  aa  she  was,  would  so  in  a 
chair  to  Lincoln's-inn  Chapel, 
about  eleven.  She  was  brought! 
home  a  little  better;  and  then  sat! 
down  to  write  to  her  uncle.  But| 
waa  obliged  to  leave  off  several] 
timea  —  to  struggle,  as  she  told 
MrB,Lovick,foran  humble  temper.  I 
"My  heart,"  said  she  to  the  good 
woman,  "is  a  proud  heart,  and 
•Seeiet»m&     •  ■  ( 


notyet,  I£nd,  enough  mortified 
to  my  condition;  but,  do  what  { 
can,  will  ho  for  preseribing  ro. 
sen  ting  thing;s  to  my  pen." 

1  arrived  in  town  ^om  Belton'i. 
this  Thursday  evening,  and  went 
directly  to  Smith's.  She  waa  too 
ill  to  receive  my  visit.  But  04 
sending  up  my  compliments,  she 
sent  me  down  word,  that  '  ' 
should  be  gtad  to  see  me  in 
morning. 

Mrs.  Lovick  obliged  me  wiUl 
the  copy  of  a  meditation*collectetf ' 
by  the  lady  from  the  Scriptoreft. 
She  haa  intitled  it,  Poor  moriat~ 
the  cause  ofOmr  imn  misery;  w  ia 
titled,  I  presume,  with  intentiul 
to  take  off  the  edge  of  her  repia^ 
ings  at  hardships  so  dispropor^ 
tiooed  to  her  fault,  wereherfault 
even  as  great  as  she  is  inclined  M'. 
think  it.  We  may  see  by  thifc; 
the  method  she  tiikcs  to  forti^ 
her  mind ,  and  to  which  she  owei 
in  a  great  measure ,  the  maf-""-' 
mity  with  which  she  bears  hi 
deserved  persecutions. 

MEDITATiON. 


Say  nor  Ihiu,  It  i>  Onfuft 'rt 
Zorii  thai  I  fell  maoy;  far  Ad 
ouglilest  not  to  do  the  thing  Aof'  1 
hatelh.  ' 

Say  not  thou ,  He  hath  eouud  »l 
loerr;  forhehathnnneedofthgria 
f,Uma». 

He  himself  made  man  fnm  (I 
heqinning,  and  left  liivt  in  thtkm 
ofhuiowncouiviH; 

Jftbaa  win,  faJUtf-  ik»iCt 
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tnenls.,  and  In  perform  accqWaWe  and  gave  the  substflnee  of  the  fol- 
failhfiUnas.  Ilowiug  accoant  of  her,  aa  I  col- 

Se  hath  set  fire  and  tenter  beforei  lectedit  from  Sirs.  Smith. 
thee:    stretch    firrik    Ihme   hand  lo'     "She  waflthen.hesaid,  the  ad- 
KUlker l/ioutctll.  |mirfition    and   delight    of  every 

HehaOtcotmmtnded  numan  to  dnhoAy:  he  lamented,  with  great  so- 
inickedlj/;  neither  hath  he  ffiren  any  lemuity,  her  bueks/iditig ;  another 
tian  luxnce  to  3m.  of  his  phrases.     Mrs.  8mith  said, 

Andtmv.  Lord,  lehal  is  mij  hope?  ^  he  waa  a  fine  scholar;  for  he  apoke 
7>uiif  mif  hope  it  on\y  in  Ihxfe.  ^several  things  fhe  undenlondndl; 

DeUeer  me  fmm  all  my  offences:  ■  and  either  in  Latin  or  Greek ,  she 
and  mate  me  not  a  rebtile  nnto  (A^jcoatd  not  tell  which:  but  was  bo 
foolinK  I  good  AB  to  give  her  the  English 

When    than     teiih    rebuke    i/osrjof  them  without  asking.     A  fine 


tieautft  to  etiiuume  atoag,  lite  ax  it 
-  t  a  mulh   frelfjnff  a  garment: 
y  man  therefore  is  vanity. 
bm  tkee  tmto  me,  and  hai-e  merru 
•k tte;  forlorn  itesolale  and  af- 


B.  Smith  gs»e  me  the  folloi 


thing,  she  said,  for  a  scholaj  to  be 
so  condescending!" 

Heeaid,  "hergoingoff  with  lo 
vile  a  rake  bad  given  great  scandal 
and  offence  to  allihe  neighbouring 
ladies,  as  well  as  to  her  friends." 

lie  told  Mrs.  Smith,  "how  much 
she  used  to  be  followed  bj  every 
one's  eye ,  whenever  she  went  ab- 
road, or  to  cfaurcb;  and  praised 
and  blessed  by  every  tongue,  as 
ishe  passed;  especially  by  the  poor: 
particulara  of  a  con vereation  that  she  gave  the  fashion  to  the 
"  passed  between  herself  andlfashionable,  withontseemingher- 
Dg  clergyman,  on  Tnesdayiself  to  intend  it,  or  to  know  she 
LOon,  who,  as  it  appears,  wa${  did:  that,  however,it  was  pleasant 
— d  to  make  inqniries  about ,  to  see  ladies  imitate  her  in  dress 
by  her  friends.  and  behaviour,  who,  being  uoable 

came  into  the  shop  in  a  to  come  up  to  her  in  grace  and 
^  babil,  and  asked  for  some  ease,  exposed  but  their  own  sOee- 
lisb  snuff;  and  dndiog  onty'tation  and  awkwardness,  at  dw  ' 
Smitfa  there,  he  desired  to 'time  that  they  thought  thetmoltet 
a  little  talk  with  her  in  the  I  secure  of  a  general  approtMtitn. 
■hop.  because  they  wore  the  sasMitf^p.. 

'  beat  about  the  bush  in  se- 1  and  put  them  on  in  the  waema^- 
diBtantqneHtiou^,andatlasI|ner,  that.'^did,  who  haB  mi. 
D  to  talk  more  directly  about' body's  admiration;  lif*  ~-" 

Harkiwe.  irig,   that   wer«   1 

said,  he  knew  her  before  her  iheirf,  or  if  she  In 
bis  impudent  word]  ^ifectd ,  she  wodAfa 
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a  rery  different  fashion;  for  that 
Nature  was  her  guide  in  every 
thing,  and  Eaue  her  study ;  which, 
joined  with  a.  mingled  dignity  and 


ner,  whether  she  received  or  paid 
a  coiapliment,  distinguiBhed  her 
iibove  all  her  sex. 

"He  Bpoke  not,  he  esid,  his 
own  sentiments  only  on  this  occa- 
eioii,  hut  those  of  every  body :  for 
that  the  praises  of  Miss  Clarissa 
Harlowe  were  such  a  favourite 
topic,  that  a  person  who  could 
not  speak  well  upon  any  other 
sabject,  was  sure  to  speak  well 
upon  that;  because  he  could  say 
nothing  but  what  he  had  heard  re- 
peated and  applauded  twenty 
times  over." 

Hence  it  was,  perhaps,  that 
t^iis  novice  accounted  for  the  best 
things  he  said  himself;  though  I 
must  own  that  the  personal  know- 
ledge of  the  lady  which  I  am  fa- 
voured with,  made  it  easy  to  me 
to  lick  into  ahape  what  the  good 
woman  reported  to  me,  as  the 
character  given  ker  by  the  young 
levite:  forwho,  evonno  "  ""  " 
decline  of  health,  sees 
all  these  attributes  belong  to  her  ? 

I  suppose  he  has  not  been  long 
come  from  college,  and  now  thinks 
'  he  has  nothing  to  do ,  but  to  blaze 
away  for  a  scholar  among  the 
v/nnrant;  as  such  young  fellows 
ace  apt  to  think  thoee  who  cannot 
cap  verses  with  them,  and  tell  us 
how  an  ancient  author  expressed 
huDself  in  Latin  on  a  subject, 
upon  which,  however,  they  may 
know  how,  as  well  as  that  author, 
to  eipresB  thenuelvea  in  Kngliah. 


Mrs.  Smith  was  so  taken  with 
him,  that  she  would  fain  havoin- 
troduced  him  to  the  lady,  not 
questioning  but  it  would  be  very 
acceptable  to  her  to  see  one  naa 
knew  her  and  her  friends  so  nelli 
but  this  he  declined  for  aeva'al 
reasons^  as  he  called  them;  which 
he  gave.  One  was,  that  peraonl 
of  his  cloth  should  be  very  caiii- 
tiouB  of  the  compuny  they  kwm  m, 


,andwhereawomashadiiuri^ 
her  repulalion —  [I  wish  I  had  been 
there  when  he  gave  himself  these 
airsj.  Another,  that  he  was  de- 
sired to  inform  himself  of  her  pre- 
sent way  of  life,  and  vrfao  bet 
visitors  were;  for,  as  to  the  prw*ei 
Mrs.  Smith  gave  the  lady,  be 
hinted,  that  ska  seemed  to  be  > 
good-natured  woman,  and  might 
(though  for  the  lady's  sake  h> 
hoped  not)  be  too  partial  and 
short-sighted  to  be  tmsted  to  ab- 
solutely, in  a  concern  of  so  high  A 
nature,  as  he  intimated  the  task 
was  which  he  had  undertaken; 
nodding  out  words  of  doubtful  im- 
port; and  assuming  aira  of  great 
significance  (as  I  could  gather] 
throughout  the  whole  conversa- 
tion. And  when  Mrs,  Smith  told 
him,  that  the  lady  was  in  a  vei; 
bad  state  of  health,  he  gava  > 
careless  shrug  —  She  may  be  very 


f  dare  say,  yet,  to  atone  for 
very  great  lapse,  and  to  expeet  to 
be  forgiven  hj  those  whom  sha 
has  so  much  disgraced. 
Aatarch'd,  conceited  coxcomb  I 


'ould  I  give  he  had  fallen 

ip&rted,    highly  aatigfied 

■nself,     no    doubt,     and 

of    Mrs.    Smith's    great 

of  his  sagacity  aad  learn- 

_j  bid  her  not  say  any  thing 

ndy  about  him,  or  his  ir 

And  I,  for  very  diffft 

na,     enjoined  the   same 

^lad,  however,  for  her 
f  mind's  sake,  that  Ihey 
i  think  it  behoves  them  ' 
^ont  her. 

LETTER  szsra. 


CLAKIS3A  HAKLOWB. 


Iford  aeqiuu'niii  his  fi-ismi 
e  genernsily  nf  Lnrd  M. 
ladies  of  his  fatnity:  and 
I  ladi/'s  ffrafeful  sentimenlt 
e  occasion. 

,  thai  in  haves  ta  avoid  llie 
seeing  him  [Mr.  Lovelace], 

'ends  to  answer  his  teller  it/ 

i,  though  much  against  her 

aion. 

took  great  notice,  says  jl/r. 
of  that  passage  in  yours, 
nskes  necessarj'  to  the 
U^on,  the  for^renesa  of 
I  c:au8elea!t]7  injured. 
grandfather,  I  £nd,  has 
Bor,  at  eighteen  years  of 
I  make  her  will,  and  to 
"T«at  part  of  his  estate  to 
le  pleases  of  the  family, 
rest  out  of  it  (if  she  die 
t  her  own  discretion;  and 
■eate  respect  to  her;  as  be 


apprehended  that  she  would  be 
envied;  and  she  now  resolves 
to  set  about  makinc;  her  will 
directly." 

Mr.  Beiford  insists  upon  the  pro- 
mise he  had  made  lam,  not  to 
molest  the  lady:  and  giaes  Mm 
the  content*  of  her  answer  to  Lord 
M.  and  the  ladies  of  his  lordsMp't 
family,  decliiiinif  their  generous 
offers.     See  Letter  xxiviL 


It  ia  a  cruel  alternative,  to  be 
either  forced  to  see  you,  or  to 
■  to  yon.  But  a  will  of  my 
has  been  long  denied  me; 
and  to  avoid  a  greater  evil,  nay. 
-iw  1  may  say,   the  greatert,  I 

Were  1  capable  of  diiraUv 
_.'  coneealinK  my  real  snutiaa — "- 
I  might  safely,  I  dare  «y. 
yon  the  remote  hope  you  t-~ 
-    "     et  keep  all  my  raao^ 
must  tell  you,  wr,  id 

ray  character  to  *-"  - 

that,    were  I  to  " 
than  perhaps  1  i 


to  you ,  that  I  caa  ehcerfully  obey 
its  dictates.  Anil  accordiogly  ' 
tell  jou,  that,  wherever  you  ai 


I  wish  you  happy.    And 
I  mean   to   inclu ' 


[ude  every  good 


And  now  having,  with  great 
reluctance  I  own,  complied  wilh 
ne  of  your  compulBatory     '' 


LETTER  XLI. 
Ur.  Jghn  HiclonB  ts  »iB>  CI.  Har 


Youit  mother  neither  caring, 
nor  being  perm/Jte/to  write ,  lam 
desired  to  set  pea  to  paper,  though 
I  had  resolved  agaiost  it. 

And  ao  I  am  to  tell  you,  that 
your  letters,  joined  to  the  occa- 
sion of  them,  almost  break  the 
hearteof  usall. 

Were  we  sure  yoQ  had  seen  yonr 
folly,  and  were  Irti/g  penitent, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  that  you 
were  bo  very  ill  as  you  pretend, 
I  know  not  what  might  be  done 
for  you.  But  we  are  atl  acquainted 
with  your  moving  ways,  when  you 
want  to  carry  a  point. 

Unhappy  girl!  how  miserable 
have  you  made  us  all!  We,  who 
used  to  visit  with  so  much  plea- 
sure, now  cannot  endure  to  look 
upon  one  another. 

If  yon  had  not  known,  upon  an 
hundred  occasions ,  how  dear  you 
Diiee  was  to  u«,  you  might  judge 


it  now ,  were  you  to  kuow  ho» 
ich  your  folly  has  unhinged   ~ 


Naughty,  naughty  gprll     Yo< 


and  morals.  Against  full  wamii 
against  better  knowledge.    A 

such  a  modest  treature   too, 

you  were!  How  could  you  thiol 
of  such  an  unworthy  prefereneel. 
Vour  mother  cun't  ask,    aat 


You  jnust  answer  thiti 
.  .  .  _  )Wer  it  truly,  before  ai 
thing  can  be  reeolved  upon  aboi 
you.! 

Yon  may  well  be  touched  wM 


my  doating-piece ,  as  every 
called  you,  would  have  done  tbiuf 
To  be  sure  I  loved  you  too  ifett 
But  that  is  over  now.  Yet,  thouol 
I  will  not  pretend  to  auuwer  Iqi 
any  body  but  myself,  for  my  awK 
part  I  say,  God  forgive  you!  And' 


The    following    Meditation    loial 

sikdted  lu  llie  bollom  of  fits  leller'l 

ioith  Ma<:k  «ilk.  ■* 

MEDITATION.  J 

0  that  Ihouioouldsl  Aufe  m«mild 

„  avel  That  thmi  inouldtl  kt^  mt 

secret,  tUl  tlei  mralh  be ptatl  « 

My  face  is  foul   wtih  ae^mffi 

id  on  my  eye-lid  k  the  tkadow  <aj 


^^mt>*ptnig  Ike  deMroyt 


CLARISSA  UARLOWB. 


I    ^fy  fri. 


I  iaee  »i>medl  mat  shall  I  do 
unto  thee,  O  Ihouprenervenifmen! 
Wht(  host  Ihou  set  me  at  a  mark 
■——-'  'iee;  go  Ihatlam  atmrlhen 
'! 

I  »uy,  my  bed  shall  eom- 
:   my  couch  shall  ease  mi/ 
IMlaint; 
•Then  Ihou  scares!  me  tnilh  dreams, 

lerrifiesttne  through  msions; 
So  thai  uiy  soul  ckooselk  slrang- 
tinff,  and  death  rather  than  life. 

I  lathe  ill  Iviimldnot  Uveoltcoyl 
—  Let  me  alone;  for  lay  daiji 
vmityl 

He  hath  made  lae  a  hje-word  of 
^people;  and  aforetime  I' 


^Wken  I  looked  for  good,  then  etril 
fK^  unto  me;  and  when  I  k:  ''  ' 
VUght,  then  came  darkness. 
Mbtiwhere  nixn  is  mg  hopef 
K  Tet  all  the  days  of  tut/  appointed 
!  uHl  I  Kait,   till  my  change 


LBTTEtt  XUI. 


_f  iTwas  an  Bet  ot'charity  I  begge 
Mly  for  a  last  blessing,    tn»t 
might  die  in  peace.     I  aafc  not  to  I 
be  reeeived  again,  as  my  severe  I 
wter  [0 !  that  I  bad  not  w ritteu  to  1 


ber!]  is  pleased  to  a.iy,  is  my  vipw. 
Let  tiat  grace  be  denied,  me  when 
1  do. 

I  could  not  look  forward  to  my 
last  scene  with  uomfort.  without 
seeking,  at  least,  to  obtain  the 
blessing  I  petitioned  for;  and  that 
with  a  contrition  so  lieep,  that  I 
deserved  not,  weie  it  known,  to 
be  turned  over  from  the  tender 
nature  of  a  mother,  to  the  np- 
braidiug  peu  of  an  uncle !  and  to 
be  wounded  by  a  cruel  question, 
pat  by  bim  in  a  shocking  man- 
ner; and  which  a  little,  a 
very  tittle  time,  will  better  an- 
swer than  I  can:  for  I  am  not 
either  a  hardened  or  shameless 
creature:  if  1  were,  I  should  not 
have  been  so  solicitous  to  obtain 
the  favour  1  sued  for. 

And  permit  me  to  say,  that  I 
asked  it  as  well  for  my  father  and 
mother'ssake,  as  for  my  own;  for 
Ism  sure,  theijal  least  will  be  un- 
easy, after  1  am  gone,  that  they 
refused  it  to  me. 

I  should  atill  be  glad  to  have 
theirs  and  yours ,  sir ,  and  all  your 
blesBings,  and  your  prayera:  but 
denied  iu  such  a  manner,  I  will 
notpresumeagain  to  askit:  rely- 
ing entirely  on  the  Almighty's ; 
whieli  is  never  denied ,  when  sup- 
plicated for  with  such  true  peni- 

God  preserve  my  dear  uncle, 
and    all    my    honoured    friends! 

Your  unhappy 

Clarissa  Hahlowb. 


LETTEH  XUII. 


I  CAN  write  Just  now  but  a  few 
liiiea.  I  cannot  tell  how  to  bear 
the  saiind  of  that  Mr.  Belfonl  for 


your  eieeutor,  cogent  aa  your 
reasons  for  that  measure  are:  and 
yet  1  am  firmly  of  opinion,  that 
none  of  your  reiationa  should  be 
named  for  the  trust  But  I  dwell 
the  less  upon  this  subject,  as  I 
hope  (and  cannot  bear  to  appre- 
hend the  contrary)  that  you  will 
still  live  many,  many  years. 

Mr.  Hickman,  indeed,  speaks 
very  handsomely  of  Mr.  Belford, 
But  he,  poor  man  I  has  not  much 

Cenptratiou.— If  he  had,  hewoutd 
ardly  think  so  well  of  me  as  he 

I  have  a  particular  opportunity 
of  sending  this  by  a  friend  of  my 
aunt  flarman's;  who  is  ready  to 
set  out  for  London  (and  this  occa- 
sions my  hurry)  and  is  to  return 
immediately.  I  expect  therefore 
by  him  a  large  packet  from  you ; 
and  hope  and  long  for  news  of 
your  amended  health :  which 
Leave n  grant  to  the  prayers  of 
Your  ever  affectionate 

Anna  Howe. 


I  wn.1,  send  you  a  large  packet, 
ks  you  desire  and  expect;  since  I 
adoitb/EOsafeaconveyaucc: 


but  not  all  that  is  come  to  my 
hand  —  for  I  must  own  that  my 
friends  are  very  severe;  too  severe 
for  any  body  who  loves  them  not, 
tc  see  their  tetters.  You,  my 
dear,  would  not  call  them  my' 
frrends,  you  said,  long  ago;  but 
my  relatiatis:  indeed  I  cannot  caU 


them  my  relations,  I  think !  —  But 
I  am  ill;  and  therefore  perhapa 
moreneevish  than  I  should  be.  It 
is  dimcult  to  go  out  of  oumelvfl 
to  ^ve  a  judgment  against  our^ 
selves;  and  yet,  oftentimes,  to 
pass a^iiji judgment,  weoughL 

1  thought  I  should  alarm  you  in 
the  choice  of  my  executor.  But 
the  sad  neeeaaity  1  am  reduced  t«  ■ 

1  shall  not  repeat  any  thing  I ' 
have  said  before  on  that  subjectt 
but  if  your  objections  will  not  be 
answered  to  your  satisfaction  by 
the  papers  and  letters  I  shflU  en- 
close, marked,  l,3,3,4to  9, 1  mnat 
think  myself  in  another  instanoB 
unhappy ;  since  I  am  enlaced  too 
far  (and  with  my  own  judgment 
too)  to  recede. 

As  Mr.  Belford  has  transcribed 
for  me,  in  confidence,  from  his 
friend's  letters,  the  passages  which 
accompany  this,  I  must  insist, that 
you  suffer  no  soul  but  yourself  to 
peruse  them;  and  that  you  return 
them  by  the  very  first  oppor- 
tunity; that  so  no  use  may  be 
made  of  them  that  may  do  hurt 
either  to  the  original  writer,  or  to 
the  communicator.  You  will  ob- 
serve I  am  bound  by  promise  b> 
this  care.  If  throush  m^  meona 
any  mischief  should  arise,  be- 
tween this  Immane  and  that  a 


CLARISSA  HARLOWE. 


Lbfiati  liberfine 
Mnjeelf  utterly  ii 
!    iBubjoina  Ub 
JatteTB  1  shall  inclose.    You 
iotum  them  all  when  perused.* 

I  am  vety  much  tired  and  fati< 
'      d  —  with—  I  don't  know  what 
with  writing,  I  think   —  but 
it  with  myself ,  aiidaBituatiou 
Z  cannot  help  aspiring  to  get  out 
iDf,  and  above! 
B.    O,  toy  dear,  the  world  we  live  in 
■■JB  a  sad,    a  very  sad  world!  — 
r  While  under  our   parents'    pro- 
tecting wings,  we  know  nothing 
at  All  of  it.    Book  learned  and  a 
BeribblBr,and  looking  atpeopl( 
I  saw  them  as  visitors  or  visiting, 
|i  thooght  I  knew  a   great  '"' 
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Pitiable  ignorance!  —  Alas!    I 
knew  nothing  at  alL 

With  zealouB  wishes  for  your 
happiness,  and  the  happiness  of 
every  one  dear  ti]  yon,  I  am,  and 
will  e' 
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Hulowe 

loMl»iCl.Hwl 

(ifir«  IB 

ee  uncle  Harlmoe 
A^.j.  10. 

••B  hwra  toi  wrliins 


Ab  your  uncle  Harlowe  ohooBea 
It  to  answer  your  pert  letter  to 
him;  and  as  mmo  written  to  you 
before,*  was  written  as  if  it  were 
in  the  spirit  of  prophecy,  as  you 
have  found  to  your  sorrow;  and 
as  you  are  now  making  yourself 
worse  than  you  are  in  your  health, 
and  better  than  you  are  in  your 
penitence,  an  me  are  very  well  iw- 
itured,  in  order  to  move  compas- 
sion; which  you  do  not  deserve, 
having  had  so  much  warning ;  for 
all  these  reasons,!  take  up  my  pen 
once  more;  thoughlhad  toldyour 
(irol/iei;  ol  liix  guing  to  Bdinbtirgh, 
that  I  wonld  not  write  to  you, 
even  were  you  to  write  to  me, 
without  letting  bim  know.  So  in- 
deed Aod  roe  n/i;  for  he  prognosti- 
cated what  would  happen,  as  to 
your  applying  to  us,  when  you 
knew  not  how  t«  help  it. 

Brother  John  has  hurt  your 
nicenesB,  it  seems,  by  asking  you 
a  plain  question,  which  your  mo- 
ther's heart  is  too  fail  of  grief  to 
let  her  ask ;  and  modesty  will  not 
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let  your  sister  ask,  though  but  the 
consequence  of  your  actions  — 
and  yet  it  Biwt  oe  answered,  be- 

fora you'll  obt&tD  fromyolirfather  suuuiu  ut;  ijjbi.cu;  lu  uer  vjr^uubj^- 
and  mother,  and  us,  the  notice  lest  she  should  be  defiled,  ana 
you  hope  for,  I  can  tell  you!gotten  with  child  in  her  father's 
that.  house  \ldan'<  make  tlie  wordt,  mind 

Vou  lived  several  guilty  weeks  lfta(].-and,  havinc  an  husband,  Iwt 


age  [tnid  ynu  i'nnw  idhat  propoardi 
mere  mails  li>  you  at  different  times]} 
and,  being  married,  lest  she 
should  be  hated ;  in  her  vir^^ty. 


of  the  vilest  feliowathat 
ever  drew  breath,  at  bed,  as  well 
as  board,  no  doubt  (for  is  not  bia 
character  known?)  and  pray 
don't  be  ashamed  to  be  asked 
after  what  may  naturally  come  of 
such  free  living.  This  modesty, 
indeed,  would  have  become  you 
for  eighteen  years  of  your  life  — 
you'll  be  pleased  to  mark  that  — 
but  makes  no  good  figure  com- 
pared with  your  behaviour  since 
the  beginning  of  April  last.  So 
pray  don't  take  it  up,  and  wipe 

Jour  mouth  upon  it,  aslfnothlug 
ad  happened. 

But,  may-be,  Ilikewiseamtoo 
shocking  to  your  nicenesal  —  0, 
girl,  giru  your  modesty  had  bet- 
ter been  shewn  at  the  right  time 
and  place!  Every  body  but  you 
believed  what  the  rake  was.     But 

{ou  would  believe  nothing  bad  of 
im  — what  think  you  now? 
Your  folly  has  ruined  all  our 
peace.  And  who  knows  where  it 
may  yet  end?  —  Your  poor  father 
but  yesterday  shewed  mo  this 
text;  with  bitter  grief  he  shewed 
it  me,  poor  man ;  and  do  you  lay  it 
to  your  heart : 

"A  fatherwaketh  for  his  daugh- 
ter, when  no  man  knowetfa',  and 
the  core  of  her  taketh  away  his 
sleep  —  When  she  is  young,  lest 
jhepas3  away  the  Howev  of  her 


she  should  miabehaye  henelf." 
[Andiohfil /oUinenf]  "KeepHSOFti 
watch  over  a  shameless  dauffhte 
[yel  no  walch  could  hold  y<?v!\  lest  I 
she  make  thee  a  laughing-stock  ti^ 
thiue  enemies  [its  you  have  made  »i- 
all  to  Ihii  cursed  Luae/oce] ,  and  ». 
bye-word  in  the  city,  and  a  ret 
proach  among  the  people,  and 
make  thee  ashamea  befei-e  th*' 
multitude."  fcc^ej.  xlii,  9,  IO,^a. 
Now  will  you  wish  you  had  noli. 
written  pertly.  Your  aister'B  9BJ: 
verities  I  —  Never,  girl,  say  that  i»i 
severe,  that  is  ikaerved.  You  know 
the  meaning  of  words.  Nobod;f. 
better.  Would  to  the  Lord  vou, 
had  acted  up  but  to  one  halt  of 
what  you  knowl  Then  had  w( 
been  disappointed  and  grieved^ 
as  we  all  have  been :  and  nobody 
more  than  him  who  was 

Your  loving  uncle, 

Antony  Hazlowb. 

This  will  be  with  you  to-mor 
row.  Perhaps  you  may  bo 
suffered  to  have  some  part  of 
your  estate,  after  yon  have' 
smarted  a  little  more.  Your', 
pertly  answered  uncle  John, 
who  is  your  trustee,  will  not 
have  you  be  destitute. 
we  hope  all  is  not  true  llial  wa 
hear  of  you.  —  Only  take  care; 
1  advise  you,  that  bad  aayoa 
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have  acted,  you  act  not  HtiUlher.     Yet  I  think  I  may  defy  ca- 
worse,  if  it  tiepOBBible  to  actjlumny  itself,  and  (excepting  the 
worse.  JmproBe  upon  tAe  Am/,  j fatal,  though  involuntary  step  of 
!  April  10,)  wrap  myself  in  my  own 
LETTER  XL VI.  I  innocence,  and  be  easy.     I  thank 

II  Gl  Hurlowe  Id  Am  Hatlowo    Eaa  'J°"'    ^'^'    nevertheless,  for  your 
■  mufmn,  mean  it  what  il  will, 
I  aiK,  Snniiaj,  Aug,  19.  |      Aa  to  the  question  regudred  of 

^  I  AM  very  aorry  for  toy  pert  me  to  answer,  and  which  is  al- 
tter  tomy  uncle  Harlowe.  Yet  I,  lowed  to  be  tooshocking  either  for 
dnolintendittobepert.  People,  a  mother  to  put  to  adauehter^  or 
luT  to  misfoTtune  may  be  too 'a  sister  to  a  sister;  and  which, 
_»eiiy  moved  to  impatience.  ihowever,  y™  say  I  mii»t  answer; 

_:  Thefallofareealarparson,  noj  — O  sir!— And  jiiu,«Ianawer?— 
doubt,  is  dreaaful  and  inex-|Thi3  then  be  my  answer;  —  "A 
cuaable.  It  is  like  the  ain  of  apo-  lillle  time,  a  much  less  time  than  u 
stocy.  Would  to  heaven,  however,  imagined,  will  afford  a  more  satis- 
that  I  had  had  the  circumstances .  factory  answer  to  my  whole  fa- 
of  mine  encmired  into!  Imi'yi  and  even  to  m^  lirollier  B.-ad 

If,  air,  I  make  myself  worse  ais/fr,  than  I  can  give  in  words." 
than  I  am  in  my  health,  and  better  NeverthclesB,be  pleased  to  let  it 
than  I  am  in  mj  penitence,  it  is  be  remembered  that  I  did  notpeti- 
fit  I  should  be  punished  for  my  tionfor  arestoratiODtoravonr.  I 
doable  dissimulation:  and  !/ii!i  could  not  hope  for  that  Noryet 
have  the  pleasure  of  being  one  of  to  be  put  in  poaaesaion  of  any  part 
my  panishers.  My  sincerity  in'ofmy  own  estate.  Nor  even  for 
both  respects,  will,  however,  be  meana  of  necessary  anbsiatence 
beat  justified  by  the  event.  To  from  the  prodnce  of  that  estate  — 
iiat  I  refer. —  May  heaven  give  but  only  for  a  blessing,  foraios( 
you  alwajs  as  much  comfort  in  re-,  blessing! 

Becting  upon  the  reprobation  1 1  And  this  I  will  further  add ,  be- 
hftve  met  with ,  as  you  seem  to  cause  it  is  Inie,  that  I  have  no  wil~ 
hare  pleasure  in  moitifying  a|ful  crime  to  charge  against  my- 
pOOrcreatnre,f*frpjnriy  mortified;  self:  no  free  living  at  bed  and  at 
and  that  from  a  riyit  sense ,  as  she  board,  as  you  phrase  it  I 
preanmSi  to  hope,  of  her  own  Wf^,  why,  sir,  yiete  not  oilier 
unit!  enquiries  made  of  me,  as  well  as 

What  you  have  h^ard  nf  me  I  this  shocking  one?  —  Enquiries 
cannot  telL  Whenthe  nearest  and' that  modesty  would  have  per- 
dearest  relations  give  up  an  nn-jmitted  a  mother  or  a  sister  to 
happy  wretch,  it  is  not  to  be  won-  make;  and  which,  iflmaybecx- 
dered  at,  that  those  who  are  ii"i  tuaed  lo  say  so,  would  have  been 
related  to  her  are  ready  to  take  atill  le>s  improper,  and  more  eha- 
■spandpropagateslnnderaogainat  ritable,   to  have  Wta  tQwiaVj 
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the  mother  forlidden, 
or  tne  sister  uot  inc/iiieil,  to  make 
them)  than  those  they  have  made. 
Although  mj  bumble  applica- 
cation  has  brought  upon  me  so 
much  severe  reproach,  I  repent 
not  that  1  hfivc  written  to  my  mo- 
ther (although  I  cannot  but  wish 
that  I  had  not  written  to  mj 
sister) ;  because  I  have  satisfied  a 
dutiful  consciousness  by  it,  how- 
ever unanswered  by  the  wished- 
forsucceie.  Nevertheless,  I  can- 
not help  saying,  that  mine  is  in- 
deed a  hard  fate,  that  I  cannot 
beg'  pardon  for  my  capital  en 
without  doing  it  in  sucli  terms , 
shall  be  an  aggravation  of  the 
offence. 

But  I  had  best  leave  off,  lest, 
my  full  mind,  I  find,  is  rising  to  1 
pen,  1  have  other  pardons  to  beg 
as  I  multiply  lines,  where  none  at 
all  will  be  given. 

God  Almighty  bless,  preserve, 
and  comfort  my  dear  sorrowing 
luid  grievously  offended  father 
and  mother!  —  and  continue  in 
honour,  favour,  and  merit,  my 
happy  sister!  May  God  forgi'" 
my  brother,  and  protect  him  fro 
theviolenceof  hisownl«mper,  : 
well  as  from  the  destroyer  of  his 
sister's  honour !  —  And  may  yon, 
my  dear  uncle,  and  your  no  less 
now  than  ever  dear  brother,  my 
second  papa,  as  he  used  to  bid  n~  ~ 
call  him ,  be  blessed  and  happy 
them,  and  in  each  other!  —  And, 
in  order  to  this,  may  you  all 
speedily  banish  from  your 
brance  for  ever 

The  unhappy 
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All  your  friends  here,  my  dear 
young  lady,  now  seem  set  upon 
proposing  to  you  to  go  to  one  of 
the  plantations.  This,  1  believe, 
to  some  misrepresenta- 
Mr.  Brand;  from  whom 
they  have  received  a  letter. 

Iwish,  with  all  my  heart,  that 
you  could,  consistently  withyour 
WD  notions  of  honour,  yield  to 
he  pressing  request  of  all  Mr, 
jovelace's  family  in  his  behaUl 
I'hia,  1  think,  would  stop  every 
Qouth,  and,  in  time,  reootteUt 
every  body  to  you.  For  your  own 
friends  will  not  believe  that  keii 
in  earnest  to  marry  you;  andtbv 
hatred  between  the  families  it 
such,  that  they  will  not  con- 
descend to  inform  themselves  bet- ' 
would  believe  him,  if  w 
er  BO  solemnly  to  arow 
that  he  is. 

1  should  be  very  glad  to  have  in 
readiness,  upon  occasion,  soma 
brief  particulars  of  your  sad  story 
under  your  own  band.  But  let  mt 
tell  you,  at  the  same  time,  that  nA 
misrepresentations,  nor  even  yaax 
own  confession,  shall  lessen  my 
opinion  either  of  your  piety,  or  M 
your  prudence  in  essential  point«t : 
becaiisel  know  itwas  always  your 
humble  way  to  make  light  faulta 
heavy  against  yourself:  and  well 
might. you.  my  dearest  ^oung 
lady,  aggravate  your  own  failings, 
who  ever  had  so  few,  and  those 
feff  ao  slight,  that  your  iogeauout- 


neaa  has  turned  moat  of  them  into 
excelleDcies. 

NevertheleaB,  let  mo  advise  you, 
my  dear  Miaa  Claty,  to  riiscoun- 
teiiaooc  any  vinitE,  which,  with 
the  censonioua ,  may  affect  your 
character.  Asf/inf  has  not  hitherto 
■uffered  by  yonr  witl'vl  default ,  1 
hope  you  witluot.iu  a  deaiioadiug 
negligence,  (satisfying  yourself 
with  a  conaciouaness  of  your  own 
iimocence)  permit  it  to  suffer.  Dif- 
ficalt  situations,  you  know,  my 
dear  young  lady,  are  the  teata  not 
""'  f  of  prudence ,  but  of  virtue. 

think,  I  mugl  own  to  you,  that, 
Mr.  Brand's  letter  has  been 

ired,  1  have  a  renewed  pro- 
attend  you.  However, 
if  jou  will  give  me  leave,  thnt 
shall  not  detain  me  from  yoa. 
Nor  would  1  stay  for  that  leave,  if 
'  were  not  ia  hopes,  that  iu  this 

icai  situation  I  may  be  able  to 

'OD  service  here. 

have  often  had  messagea  and 
.juiries  after  your  health  from 
le  truly  reverend  Ur,  tiewen, 
who  has  always  espreaaed,  and 
aiiU  eipresses  infinite  concern  for 
you.  He  entirely  disapprovea  of 
the  meaBures  of  the  family  w'"" 
regard  to  you.  He  is  too  much 
disposed  to  go  abroud.  But,  were 
he  in  good  health ,  lie  would  not, 
as  1  understand,  viait  at  Harlowe- 
Place;  having  some  time  since 
been  unhandsomely  treated  by 
your  brother,  on  his  offering  to 
mediate  for  you  with  your  family. 


am  juat  now  informed,  that 
r  eousin  Morden  ia  arrived  in 
;laiuL    He  is  at  Canterbury,  it . 
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seems,  looking  after  some  con- 
cerua  be  has  there ;  and  is  soon  ex- 
pected in  these  parts.  Who  koons 
what  may  arise  Irom  his  arrival? 
—  God  be  with  yon,  my  dearest 
MissClary,  and  be  your  comforter 
and  sustain er.  And  never  fear  but 
he  will;  for  I  am  aure,  I  am  very 
sure,  that  you  put  your  whole fruat 

And  what,  after  all,  ia  this 
world,  on  which  we  ao  much  de- 
pend for  durable  good,  poorcrea- 
turea  that  we  areT—  When  all  the 
joys  of  it,  and  (what  is  a  balancing 
comfort)  all  the  Inmbles  of  it,  6X6 
but  momentary,  and  vanish  lilce  a 
morning  dreaml 

And  oe  this  remembered,  my 
dearest  young  lady,  that  worldly 
joys  claim  no  kindred  with  the 
joya  we  are  bid  to  aspire  after. 
These  latter  we  muat  be  fitted  for 
by  aftliction  and  disappointment. 
Yon  are  therefore  in  the  direct 
road  to  glory,  however  thorny  the 
path  you  are  in.  Andlhad  almost 
said  that  it  depends  upon  your- 
self, by  your  patience,  and  by 
your  reaignedneaa  to  the  dispen- 
sation (God  enabling  you,  who 
never  faila  tbe  true  penitent,  and 
sincere  Invoker).  to  be  an  heir  of  a 
bleaaed  immortality. 

But  this  glory,  I  humbly  pray, 
that  you  may  not  be  permitted  to 
enter  into,  ripe  aa  you  are  ao  soon 
likely  to  be  for  it,  till  with  vour 
gentle  hand  (a  plouaure  1  have 
ao  often ,  as  you  know ,  promiaed 
to  myaelf)  you  have  closed  tbe 


f 
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LETTEH  XLVm.  and  also  partieulawjOrbriefheadfl 

of  my  sadatory,  in  order  toaerva 
me  SB  occasions  shall  offer.  1 
dear  good  Mrs.  Norton,  you  Eh 
have  a  whole  packet  of  papers, 
which  I  have  sent  to  my  JUisB 
Howe,  when  she  returns  them; 
and  you  Bhail  have  likewise  an- 
other packet  (and  that  with  this  ' 
letter)  which  I  cannot  at  present  < 
think  of  Bending  to  that  deaf ' 
friend,  for  the  Bake  of  my  c 
retttliims;  whom,  without  aeo; 
that  packet,  she  is  but  too  ready 
to  cenaure  heavily.  From  theae 
you  will  be  able  to  collect  a  great 
dealof  my  story.  But  for  what  i*. 
previous  to  these  papers,  and' 
which  mare  particularly  relatea  td-' 
what  I  have  suffered  from  vLr. 
Lovelace,  you  must  have  patience! 
for  at  present  1  have  neither  heM' 
norheartfor  such  subjects.  Thti 
papers  1  send  you  with  th^,  will. 
be  those  mentioned  in  thejinaiv 
gin,*  Tou  must  restore  them  ta 
me  as  soon  as  perused;  and  npou 
your  honour  make  no  use  of  them^ 
or  of  any  intelligence  you  hav* 


What  Mr.  Brand,  or  any  body, 
can  have  written  or  said  to  my 
prejudice,  I  cannot  imagine;  and 
yet  some  evil  reports  have  gone 
out  against  me ;  as  I  find  by  some 
hints,  in  a  very  severe  letter  writ- 
ten to  me  by  my  uncle  Antony. 
Such  a  letter  as  I  believe  never 
was  written  to  any  poor  creature, 
whoby  ill  health  of  body,  as  well 
as  mind ,  was  before  tottering  on 
the  brink  of  the  grave.  But  my 
iriends  may  possibly  be  better 
justified  than  the  reporters^  for 
who  knows  what  they  may  have 
heard? 

You  give  me  a  kind  caution, 
which  seems  to  imply  more  than 
you  express,  when  you  advise  me 
against  countenancing  visitors 
that  may  discredit  me.  You 
should,  in  so  tender  B point,  my 
dear  Mrs.  Norton,  have  apoken 
quite  out.  Surely,  I  have  had 
afflictions  enough  to  strengthen 
my  miud ,  and  to  enable  it  to  bear 
the  worst  that  can  now  happen. 
But  I  will  not  puzzle  myself  by 
conjeclural  euiVs;  as  I  miijhl  per- 
haps do,  if  I  had  not  enough  that 
were  certain.  1  shall  hear  all, 
when  it  is  thought  proper  that 
should.  Meantime,  let  me  say, 
forjour  satisfaction,  thatlknow 
not  that  I  have  any  thing  criminal 
or  disreputable  to  ant —  '— 
either  in  word  or  deed, 
fatal  10th  of  April  last. 

You  desire  an  account  of  what 
betweenmeandmy  fiiends : 
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from  me,  but  by  my  previoos  con- 
sent. 

These  communicatious  you 
must  not,  my  good  Mrs.  Norton, 
look  upon  as  appeals  against  my 
relations.  On  tbe  contrary,  I  am 
heartily  sorry,  that  thev  have  in- 
curred the  (lispleaBiire  of  so  excel- 
lent a  divine  as  Dr.  Lewen.  Hut 
TOO  desire  to  have  every  thiug 
Wore  you:  and,  I  think  you 
ought:  for  who  knows,  as  you  Bay, 
bat  you  may  be  apphed  to  at  last 
to  administer  comfort  from  their 
conceding  heartn,  to  one  that 
wants  it:  and  wbo,  sometimes, 
judging  by  what  she  knows  of 
hei  own  heart,  thinka  herself  en- 
titled to  it, 

I  know  that  I  have  a  most  in- 
dulgent and  sweet-tempered  mo- 
ther; but  having  to  deal  with  vio- 
lent spirits,  she  has  too  often  for- 
feited that  peace  of  mind  which 
she  so  much  prefers ,  hy  her  over 
concern  to  preserve  it. 

I  am  sure  ehe  would  not  have 
turned  me  over  for  an  answer  to  a 
letter  written  with  so  contrite  and 
fervent  a  spirit,  as  was  mine  to 
her,  to  amiwcu/iiiespirit,  had  she 
been  left  to  herself. 

Bat,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton, 
might  not,  think  you,  the  revered 
!»oy  have  favoured  me  with  one 
pnwtfffline?  Ifnot,miehtnot3/OM 
l*ve  written  by  her  order,  or  con- 
nlvjuiee,  one  softening,  one  i/io- 
^rly  line ,  when  she  saw  her  poor 
prl,  whom  once  she  dearly  loved, 
iiome  so  hwd  upon? 

0  DO,  she  might  notl  —  Because 
iw  heart,  to  be  sure,  ■"  ="  "■"■- 
.-  Uffuw.  IV. 


And  if  the  think 
them  right,  perhaps  tbeyniuHf  he. 
i-iffhtl  —  At  least  knowing  only 
what  they  know,  they  mast]  — 
And  yet  they  might  know  all,  if 
they  would!  —  Aud  possibly,  iu 
their  own  good  time,  they  ttunk 
to  make  proper  inquiry.  —  Sly 
application  was  made  to  them  but 
lattlff.  —  Yet  how  deeply  will  it 
afflict  them,  if /A«ir  time  should  he 
outofliiae! 

When  you  have  before  you  the 
letters  I  nave  sent  to  MiaaEowe, 
you  will  see  that  Lord  M.  and  the 
iadiesof  his  family,  jealous  as  they 
are  of  the  honour  of  MeiV/ioiu(e(to 
express  myself  in  their  language), 
think  better  of  mc  than  my  own 
relations  do.  You  will  see  an  in- 
stance of  their  generosity  to  me, 
which,  at  the  time,  extremely 
affected  me,  andindeedstillaffeota 


creature  who  hoped  to  make  him 
huppyl  and  who  was  determined 
to  deserve  the  love  of  all  to  whom 
heiarelatedl  —  Poor  man!  —But 
you  will  mistake  a  compassionate 
oM  placable  nature  for  love!  — 
He  took  care,  groat  care,  that  I 
should  rein  in  betimes  any  passion 
thati  might  have  had  forhim,  had 
he  known  how  to  be  but  commonly 
grateful  or  generous  I  —  But  the 
Almighty  knows  what  is  heat  for 
his  poor  creatures. 

Some  of  the  letters  in  the  umo 
packet  will  also  let  you  into  the 
knowledge  of  a  strange  step  whicb 
I  have  taken  (strauge  you  will 
think  it);  and,  at  tUa  «wnftVHu<G^ 
1 
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give  you  my  reasons  for  taking 
it* 

It  must  be  expected ,  that  situa- 
tions uncommonly  difficult,  will 
make  necessary  some  extraordi- 
nary steps ,  which ,  but  for  those 
situations,  would  be  hardly  ex- 
cusable. It  will  be  very  happy 
indeed,  and  somewhat  wonderful, 
if  all  the  measures  I  have  been 
driven  to  take  should  be  right.  A 
pure  intention ,  void  of  all  unduti- 
ful  resentment,  is  what  must  be 
my  consolation,  whatever  others 
may  think  of  those  measures,  when 
they  come  to  know  them:  which 
however,  will  hardly  be,  till  it  is 
out  of  my  power  to  justify  them, 
or  to  answer  for  myself. 

I  am  fflad  to  hear  of  my  cousin 
Mordens  safe  arrival.  I  should 
wish  to  see  him  methinks ;  but  I 
am  afraid,  that  he  will  sail  with  the 
stream,  as  it  must  be  expected 
that  he  will  hear  what  they  have 
to  say  first.  —  But  what  1  most 
fear,  is,  that  he  will  take  upon 
himself  to  avenge  me  —  rather 
than  he  should  do  so,  I  would 
have  him  look  upon  me  as  a 
creature  utterly  unworthy  his 
concern;  at  least  of  his  vindictive 
concern. 

How  soothing  to  the  wounded 
heart  of  your  Clarissa,  how  balmy, 
are  the  assurances  of  your  con- 
tinued love  and  favour;  —  love 
me,  my  dear  mamma  Norton,  con- 
tinue to  love  me ,  to  the  end !  —  I 
now  think  that  I  may,  without 
presumption,  promise  to  deserve 
your  love  to  the  end.    And  when 

*  She  means  that  of  making  Mr.  Bel- 
ford  her  executor. 


I  am  gone ,  cherish  my  memory  in 
your  worthy  heart ;  for  in  so  doing 
you  will  cherish  the  memory  of 
one  who  loves  and  honours  you 
more  than  she  can  express. 

But  when  I  am  no  more,  get 
over,  I  charge  you,  as  soon  as  you 
can,  the  smarting  pangs  of  grief 
that  will  attend  a  recent  loss;  and 
let  all  be  early  turned  into  that 
sweetly  melancholy  regard  to 
MEMORY,  which,  engagmg  us  to 
forget  all  faults,  and  to  remember 
nothing  but  what  was  thought 
amiable,  gives  more  pleasure  than 
pain  to  survivors  —  especially  if 
they  can  comfort  themselves  with 
the  humble  hope ,  that  the  divine 
mercy  has  taken  the  dear  departed 
to  itself. 

And  what  is  the  space  of  time  to 
look  backward  upon ,  between  an 
early  departure,  and  the  longest 
survivance !  —  And  what  the  con- 
solation attending  the  sweet  hope 
of  meeting  again,  never  more  to 
be  separated,  never  more  to  be 
pained,  grieved,  or  aspersed;  but 
mutually  blessing,  and  being 
blessed,  to  all  eternity? 

In  the  contemplation  of  this 
happy  state,  in  which  I  hope,  in 
God's  good  time,  to  rejoice  with 
you,  my  beloved  Mrs.  Norton,  and 
also  with  my  dear  relations,  all 
reconciled  to,  and  blessing  the 
child  against  whom  they  are  now 
so  much  incensed ,  I  conclude  my- 
self 

Your  ever  dutiful  and 

affectionate 
Clabissa  Hablows. 


know  what  the  deril  ails 
TM;  bat  1  never  nas  ao  much  in- 
dispOBed  in  my  life.  At  first.  1 
flioaght  some  of  my  blessed  rela- 
tiuiB  here  had  got  a  dose  ad- 
Buuistered  to  me,  [a  order  to  get 
tte  whole  house  to  theme  el  vea. 
IBnt,  asl  am  the  hopes  of  the  fa- 
'buly,  1  believe  tliey  would  not  be 
»wicked.~; 

I  must  lay  down  my  ppn.  lean- 
not  vrrite  with  any  spirit  at  all. 
What  a  plague  can  be  the  matter 
with  [net 

Lord  M,  paid  me  just  now  a. 
coned  gloomy  visit ,  to  ask  bow  I 
do  after  bleeding.  His  siatcra  both 
drove  away  yesterday,  God  be 
fiianked.  Bat  they  asked  not  my 
leave;  and  hardly  bid  me  good 
"" — .  My  lord  was  more  tender, 
more  dutiful  than  I  expected. 
are  lees  unforgiving  than 
Mi.    I  have  reason  to  sa^ 


'o  Montague  apea  han't  been 


Well,  hut  now  let's  try  for't  — 
Hoy  ~  Hoy  —  HoyI  Confound 
for  a  gaping  puppy,  how  I 
yawn! — Where  shall  1  begin?  at 
Ihy  eiecutorship  —  thou  shalt 
have  a  double  office  of  it;  for  I 
really  think  thou  may'st  send  me 
acollin  and  a  shroud.  I  shall  be 
ready  for  them  by  the  time  they 
can  come  down. 

What  a  little  foal  is  this  Miss 
Harlowel  I  warrant  she'll  now 
repent  that  she  refused  me.  Such 
a  lovely  young  widow  —  what  a 
charming  widow  would  she  have 
made  I  How  would  she  have 
adornedtheweedsl  Toheawidow 
in  the  first  twelve  months  is  one  of 
the  greatest  felicities  that  can 
befal  a  fine  woman.  Such  pretty 
employment  in  new  rfi'smnfa,  when 
she  had  hardly  womrouud  her 
hlaiirtg  joyfvls!  Such  lights  and 
such  shades!  bow  wonid  they  set 
off  one  another,  and  be  adorned  by 
thewearerl  — 

Go  to  the  devil!  —  Itotiiwrite! 
—  Can  1  do  any  thing  else? 

They  would  not  have  me  write, 
Belford.  —  I  must  be  iU  indeed, 
when  I  can't  write.  ~- 


tSrither  eat,  drink,  nor  sleep !  —       But  thou 
B|nteous  case,  Jack!  if  Ishonld'Isit  becausi 
ns  like  a  fool  now,  people  would  I  for 
yMUsHarlowe  had  broken mylfor 
—  That  she  vexe»  me  to  the  pati 
_ . ,  i«  certain.  I  be  t 

(Confonndedsqiteftmiih!  Iwould  Ian 
1  write  it  off.    But  muat  lay  but 


in.    Itw 


nettled,  Jack  I 
tung?  Itianot 
1  friends,  any  more  than 
n  and  wife,  to  be  out  of 
■eat  one  time.— What  must 
jonsequence  if  they  are?— 
nofigntingmoodjuatnow; 
patient  and  passive  as  the 
't  do.  I  chickens  that  are  brought  me  in 


lOU 


i  DlSTOl 


I 


hroth  —  for  I  am  coine  to  tbat 
already. 

Bntlcan  teU  thee,  for  all  this, 
bedouin mnn,  ifthou wilt,  asto 
the  esecatorsliip,  I  will  never 
Buffer  thee  to  eipose  my  letters. 
They  are  too  ingennona  by  half  to 
be  aeen.  And  I  absolutely  insist 
upon  it,  that,  on  receipt  of  this, 
thou  burn  them  all. 

I  will  never  forgive  thee  that 
impudent  and  antriendl;  rejec- 
tion, of  my  raHa&rujjithereover 
half  a  dozen  persons  of  distinction : 
remember,  too,  thy  words  jiijur 
helpless  iirpban  —  these  reflections 
ore  too  serions ,  and  thou  art  also 
too  serious ,  for  me  to  let  these 
things  go  off  a»  jesting;  notwith- 
standing theEoman  style*  is  pre- 
served; and  indeed  bnt  just  pre- 
served. But  by  my  soul,  Jack,  ii 
I  bad  not  been  taken  thus  egregt- 
Dusly  crop-sickjl  would  have  been 
up  with  thee,  and  the  lady  too, 
before  now, 

Eutwriteon, however:  andsend 
me  copies,  if  thou  canst,  of  all  that 
paaaes  between  our  Charlotte  and 
Miss  Harlowe.  I'll  take  no  notice 
of  what  thou  communicatee 
that  sort:  I  like  not  thepeuye  Apre 
the  worse  for  their  generous  offer 
to  the  lady.  But  you  see  she  is  as 
proud  as  implacable.  There's  no 
obliging  her.  Hbe'd  rather  sell 
her  clothes,  than  be  beholden  to 
any  body,  although  she  would 
oblige  by  permittbig  the  obliga- 


I  was  forced  to  leave  off,  I 
BO  ill,at  this  place.  And  what  doat 
think!  Why  Lord  M.broughtthfl: 
parson  of  the  parish  to  pray  b^ 
me;  for  his  chaplain  is  at  OnbrO 
[  was  laid  dawn  in  mynigbt-ffowi 

and,  when  I  opened  my  eyes,  whO' 
should  1  see  but  the  parson,  kneel- 
ing on  onoside  the  bed;  LordM, 
on  the  other;  Mrs.  Gremowhohad 
been  sent  for  to  timd  me,  as  th^ 
call  it,  at  the  feet!  God  b» 
thanked,  my  lord,  aaidi,  in  a 
ecstasy  I  —  Where's  miss  —  ftx 
supposed   they   were  going  to 

They  thought  me  delirious,  at 
first;     and    prayed    louder        * 

This  roused  me:  off  the  bed  I 
started:  slid  my  feet  into  my 
slippers;  put  my  hand  in  my 
waistcoat  pocket,  pulled  out  thy 
letter  with  my  beloved's  medit^ 
tion  in  it:  my  lord.  Dr.  Wright, 
.Mrs.Gr(!me,yoa  have  thought  me 
a  very  wicked  fellow:  but,  seel  I 
can  read  you  as  good  as  yon  can. 

They  stared  at  one  another.    I 

Saped,  and  read.  Poor  mo-or-tal» 
lecau-B-auaeof  thetrown — theit 

It  isassuitabletomy  cftie,aaL- 
tbe  lady's,  as  thou'It  observe,  if 
thou  readest  it  again.*  At  tlM 
passage  where  it  is  said,  that  vihmk 
nis  chastened  for  mn,hu  bcauQr 
ima  auiay,  I  atept  tt  ''  ~ 
•  Ssc  p.  81,  sa. 
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glass:  a  poor  figure,  by  Jupiter, 
cried  11  —  And  Itey  all  praiseit 
and  admired  me;  lifted  up  their 
hands  and  their  eyes;  uud  thej 
dootoreaid,  He  always  thought  it 
impOBBible,  that  a  man  of  my  sense 
could  be  BO  wild  aa  the  world  said 
Iiros.  My  lordelmokledforjoy; 
eoagratulatedme;  and.  thank mv 
dear  Miu  Harlowe,  I  got  high 
repntfttion  among  eood,  bad  and 
indifferent.      In    ahort,    1    have 


A  visit  from  the  Montague 
natera,  led  in  by  the  hobbling  peer, 
to  eongiatulate  my  amendment 
and  reformation  both  in  one.  i 
What  a  Inekj-  event  this  illuess 
with  this  meditation  inmy  pocket; 
for  wa  were  all  to  pieces  oefore ! ! 
Thns,  when  a  boy,  have  I  joined 
«rithacn>«rd  comingout  of  ohurch,  I 
sod  have'  been  thought  to  have! 
beenthece  myself. 

I  am  incensed  at  the  insolence  of 


to-irfoirdw,  (tt^fajtheiti-^adtiwl;  ".  .•; 
been  laid  by  thefieelBthos^'lilqa  *.'  | 
belpleBs  miscreant.  '    * 

iSut  I  grow  better  and  better 
every  hour,  /say:  the  ('oWe;' says 
not:  but  I  am  sure  I  know  best; 
and  I  will  soon  bo  in  London, 
depend  on't.  But  eay  nothing  of 
this  to  my  dear,  cruel,  and  im- 
pificable  Hias  Harlowe. 

A-dieu-n,  Ja-a-ack  —  What  a, 
gaping  puppy  (Yaw-nl  yaw-n! 
yaw-n!l) 

Thy 

Lovelace. 


a  out,  and  send  me  his  ears  in 
the  Deit  letter.  | 

Mr  beloved  mistakes  me,  ifshei 
tbiDKE  I  proposed  her  writing  to 
me,  as  an  alternative  that  should 
diapeuae  with  my  attendance  upon 
her.  That  it  shall  not  do,  nor  did 
I  intend  it  should,  unless  she  had 
pleased  me  belter  in  the  contents 
nt  ber  letter  than  she  has  done. 
Bid  her  read  again.  1  gave  no 
focb  hopes.  1  would  have  been' 
idlb  her  in  spite  of  you  both,  bjj 


Monday,  Aog.  U. 

I  >x  extremely  concerned  for 
thy  illness.  I  should  he  very  sorry 
to  lose  thee.  Yet  if  thou  diest  so 
soon,  I  could  wish,  from  my  soul, 
it  had  been  before  the  beginning 
of  last  April:  and  this  im  wellfor 
thy  sake,  as  for  the  sake  of  the 
most  excellent  woman  in  the 
world:  for  then  thou  wouldst  not 
have  had  the  most  crying  sin  of 
thy  life  to  answer  for. 

1  was  told  on  Saturday  thou 
wert  very  much  out  of  order;  and 
this  made  me  forbear  writing  till 
I  heard  further.  Harr^,  on  his 
return  from  thee,  confirmed  the 
bad  way  thou  art  in.  But  1  hope 
Lord  M.  in  his  unmerited  tender- 
ness for  thee,  thinks  the  worst  of 
thee.  What  can  it  be.  Bob?  A 
violent  fever,  they  say;  but  at- 
tended with  odd  and  severe  ^mp- 

I  will  not  *j:o\i\)\»  «t\W!» ,  m  'Jwfc 


_  i 


r 
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.'wjiylhoi^arjM.'i^iji  what p das ea' roe  first!  —  Then  will  aho  teach 
)ikri  'mtfa  Miss  Hiirlowe.  I  wish  me  h.  reliauce  fur  the  sake  of 
thy  repOQtauce  as  swift  as  thy  ill- 1  which  her  prayer  for  me  will  be 
ness;  and  aa  efficacious,  if  thou  auswered. 

diest;  for  it  ia  elae  to  be  feared,]  But  hasten,  hasten  to  me  parti- 
that  she  andyouwillucvermeetin  culars  of  her  health, of  heremploj'- 
one  place.  ments,  of  her  cuaversatioa. 

I  told  her  how  ill  you  are.  Poor]  I  amaickonly  of  lov-el  — O  thai 
man!  aaidshe, dun^eroii.''/yill,Baj'I  could  have  called  her  mine  1  ^ 
yon?  |It  would   then  have  been  wortK 

DaneeroufllymJBef?,madaml  So  while  to  be  sick!  —  Tohavesent 
LordM,  aendame  word.  |for  her  down  to  me  ieoia  town;; 

God  be  merciful  to  him,  if  he: and  to  have  had  her,  with  healing 
die!  —  said  the  admirable  crea-  in  her  dove-like  winga ,  flying  tf^ 
tare.  —  Then,  afterapause,Pooriny  comfort;  her  duty  and  htt 
wretch!  —  May  he  meet  with  the  choice  to  pray  for  mo,  andtofaicl 
mercy  he  baa  notshewii!  me  live  for  her  aakel  —  OJackf 

I  send  this  b^  a  special  mes-  What  an  angel  have  I  — 

'    ■  ■     ..    .  Butl^iauetiudosther!  —  Iwai 

?t  lose  her!   I  am  almost  wellf 
ihould  be  quite  well  but  for  theMt 


;  forlamimpatieat tobear 
how  it  eoes  with  thee.  —  If  I  have 
received  thy  last  letter,  what 
laucholy  refiections  will  that  last, 
so  full  of  ahockiug  levity,  gi' 
Thy  true  friend, 
JoaN  Belfi 


Tneitda;.  Aug.  15. 

THAaKthee,Jack;  moat  heartily 
I  thank  thee,  for  the  sober  eoa~ 
elusion  of  thy  laat!  —  I  have  a 
good  mind,  for  the  sake  of  it,  to 
forgive  thy  till  now  absolutelyun- 
pardonable  extracts. 

But  dost  think  I  will  lose  sueb 
an  angel,  such  a  forgiving  angel  as 
this?  —  Bymysoul,  Iwillnot!  — 
To  pray  for  mercy  for  such  an  nn- 
grateful  miscreant  1  —  How  she 
wounda  me,  how  she  cutsme  to  the 
soul,  by  her  eialled  generosity! — i 
Bat  esB  must  iave  mercy  upon' 


prescribing  rascals,  who,  to  dtf 
credit  to  their  skill,  will  make  ths 
disease  of  imporl^ance.  —  And  1. 
will  make  her  mine! —  And  ba 
sick  again,  to  entitle  myself  to  ker- 
diitifiil  tenderness,  and  piotM  as 
well  aa  personal  concern  1 

God  for  ev  er  bleaa  her ! —  HssteOf 
hasten  particuiara  of  her!  —  lam 
sickoflove!  Such  generous  good* 
ness!  —  By  all  that's  great  aud^ 
good,  I  will  not  loEe  herl —  So  telt 
her!  ~  She  says,  that  shecould 
not  pity  me  if  she  (bought  of  being 
mine!  This,  according  to  Mia« 
Howe's  transcriptions  to  Char~ 
lott«.  —  But  bid  her  hate  me ,  and 
have  me;  and  my  behaviour  to  her 
shall  soon  turn  that  hate  to  love ! 
—  For,  body  and  mind,  Iwillbe 
wholly  hers. 


HAELOWE. 


Uiat  thou  art  alreadj  so  much 
amended  as  tbj  BerTa,nt  tells  me 
thouort.  Thy  letter  looks  as  if 
thj-  msralswere  mending  with  thy 
health.  This  waa  a  letter  I  coidii 
shew,  aa  I  did,  to  the  lady. 

She  is  rery  ill  icursed  letters 
received  from  her  implacable 
lily !)  so  I  could  not  have  much 
/versadon  with  her,  iu  tby  fa- 
ir, upon  it.  —  But  what  passed 
make  thee 


(,  LETTER  LIT  I     What  a  fine  subject  for  tragedy 

kBrifPTd.oi{ob«tLov«j«.,E.,.    konid  the  injuries  of  this  lady, 
r  {aad   her  behaviour  under  thenif 

Thursdiy,  Aug.  ij.    I  both  with  regard  to  herimpUcabta 
Iau  sincerely  rejoiced  to  hear  liienda,  and  to    her  persecutor, 
at  thou  art  already  so   much  make!  with  a  grand  objectiou  as 
to  the  morals  nevertheless*;  for 
f  here  virtne  is  punished:   eiuept 
!  indeed  we  look  forward  to  the  re- 
i  wardsofHKRBiPTEHjwhiebmorally 
shemaat  beeureot,  or  who  can? 
I  Yet,  afterall,  I  knownot,  sosad 
e  a  fellow  art  thou,  and  so  vile  au 
family  ll  SO  I  could  not  have  much  husband  mightest  thou  have  made, 
JEltversadon  with  her,  iu  tby  fa-  whether  her  virtue  isnotrcwarded 
^^gr,  upon  it.  —  But  what  passed  In  missing   thee:   for  things  the 
^HB  make  thee  more  and  more  most  grievous  to  human  nature, 
JBw'e  her.  when  they  liappen,  as  thiscbarm- 

She  was  very  attentive  to  me,  ing  creature  once  observed,  are 
03 1  read  it;  and,  when  I  bad  done,  i  often  the  happiest  for  us  in  the 
Poormanl  saidsbe,  whata letter! event. 

isthisi  He  had  timely  instances  I  have  frequently  thought,  in 
that  mytemper  was  uotungeaer'  my  attendance  ou  this  lady,  that 
ous,  if  generosity  conld  have*>b-  if  Belton'a  admired  author,  Nic. 
liged  himl  But  his  remorse,  and  Rowe,  had  had  such  a  character 
that  for  lii-f  oipii  sake,  is  all  the  before  him,  he  would  have  drawn 
piishment  1  wish  him.  —  Yet  1  another  sort  of  a,  penitent  than  he 
rereBerred,if  youwrite  An.*  done,  or  given  his  play  which 
_.-ia  every  tiling  I  say !  he  calls  the  Fair  Penitent,  a  fitter 

ftextoUed  her  unbounded  good-  title.  Miss  Harlowe  is  a  penitent 
—  ho*  could  I  help  it,  though  ,  ^^  Belford"*  objeption  tbnt  virtne 
rface!         _     _  _  _     nuglit  nol  tn  anfifr  in  ■  ingndy.  ;■  doI 

^b  goodness  in  it,  she  said  —  it  whU  eoniiderGd:  UaalmlKln  ihaOrpbin, 
k  a  frame  of  mind  she  had  en-  ta*T^t"doihJ''cJirifuril'ahii«US5'I 
ronred  after  for  her  ou>n  sate.  King  Leu-.  Oaidem.iDs  in  oibsuo,  h^ 
too  much  in  want  of  '^' I"""""  °?,1"•^^l?^^,^*^,°!^^„■'f• 
rey,  not  to  wish  it  to  a  penitent  fri^tf'  ' 
Irt.  He  seems  to  be  penitent,  mirar,  ud 
i  rfie,  and  it  la  not  for  me  to  ba  recove 
i  beyond  appearances.  —  If  ^"''  '  " 
_e  not,  he  deceives  himself  it 
« than  an;r  body  else 


jhewaBHoill,  that  this 
ttpaasedoiithe 


13  all  % 


"  i«d."o.  w  i»*irv*i 

nr  tbe  reward  af  itoMKi  ant  kr 
hniEnl  of  (aim  o'^^w 
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indeed!  I  think  if  lam  not  guilty 
of  a  contradiction  in  t«rms,  ape- 
nitent  without  a  fault;  her  parents' 
conduct  towards  her  from  the  firat 
considered. 

The  -whole  story  of  the  other  is 
a  pack  of  d — ned  stuff.  Lo- 
thario,'tis  true,  seems  such  an- 
other wicked  ungenerous  varlet 
as  thou  knowest  who :  the  author 
knewhow  todrawarake;  but  not 
to  ^aint  a  penitent,  Calista  is 
desiring  luscious  wench,  and  her 
penitence  is  nothing  else  but  rage, 
insolence,  and  scorn.  Her  pas- 
sions are  all  storm  andtnmnlt;  no- 
thing of  the  finer  passions  of  the 


lone  as  she  could,  moat  audaoi^ 
ously  brazened  out  her  crime,  an  j 
done  all  the  mischief  she  could 
do  (occasioning  the  death  of  Lo-; 
thario,  ofher father,  andothsrsV 
she  stabs  herself. 
And  can  this  be  an  act  of  peniii 

But,  indeed,  our  poets  bard^ 
know  how  to  create  a  distreiswiUi^ 
out  horror,  murder,  and  Fuicidei^^ 
and  muatshock  your  aoul,  lo  bring 
tears  fi-om  your  eyes. 

Altamout  indeed,   who  i 


luline  passions,  by  a  soft- 
ness that  will  even  shine  through 
rage  and  despair.  Her  character 
is  made  up  of  deceit  and  disguise. 
She  has  no  virtue;  is  all  pride; 
and  her  devil  is  as  much MijWiiher, 
as  villhout  her. 

How  then  can  the  fall  of  such  a 
one  create  a  proper  distress,  when 
all  the  circumstances  of  it  are  con- 
sidered? Fordoes  she  not  brazen 
out  her  crime,  even  after  detec- 
tion? Knowing  her  owu  guilt,  she 
calls  for  Altamont's  vengeance  on 
his  best  friend .  as  if  he  had  tra- 
doced  lier;  yields  to  marry  Alta- 
mont,  though  criminal  with  an- 
other; and  actually  beds  that 
whining  puppy,  when  she  had 
given  up  herself,  body  and  soul, 
to  Lothario;  who,  nevertheless, 
refueed  to  marry  her. 

Her  penitence,  when  begun,  she 

justly  styles  the,  pkrensy  of  her  suvl; 

^  tad,  a»  I  said,  after  baving,  as: 


cuckold,  and  (though  painted  as  4 
brave  fellow,  and  a  soldier)  a  men{ 
Tom  Essence,    and  a  quarrellel 
with  his  best  friend,  dies  like 
fool  (as  we  are  led  to  Buppoiiai 
the  conclusion  of  the  play)  iri^ 
out  either  sword  or  pop-min,  ( 
mei'e  grief  and  nonsense,  for  oc 
of  *he  vilest  of  her  sei:   but  ik 
fair  penitent,  as  she  is  called,  pi 
rishes  by  her  own  hand;   tau 
having  no  title  by  lier  past  ciinu 
to /(iu(Ja^;Ze  pity,  forfeibl  aJlt^Ain 
to  rrue penitence ,  and,  in  allprt 
babililj,  to  future  mercy. 
Gut  here  is  Hiss  Cl-akisbaHu 
I  WE,  a  virtuous,  noble,  wis«,  an 
pious  young  lady:  who  beins  i 
uaed  by  her  friends,  and  unfiB[. 
pily  ensnared  by  a  vile  libertim 
whom  she  believes  to  be  a  man  ~ 
honour,  is  in  a  luauner  forced 
throw  herself  upon  his  protection; 
And  he,  in  order  to  obtain  hi  ~ 
confidence,   never    scruples  t) 
deepest  and  most  solemn  protesti 
tions  of  honour. 

After  a  series  of  plots  and  con- 
.trivances,  all  baffled  by  ' "   -  —  — 


and  vigilance,  he  basely  has  re- 
course to  the  vilest af arts,  audio 
rob  her  of  her  honour,  is  forced 
first  to  rob  her  of  her  sensea. 

Unable  to  bring  her,  notwith- 
atandinff ,  to  his  nngeneroua  views 
of  coliaGitation,aheoTer-awes  him 
in  the  very  entrance  of  &  fresh  act 
of  premeditated  guilt,  in  presence 
of  the  most  abandoned  of  women 
asBembled  to  aBsist  hia  devilish 
purpose;  triumphs  over  them  all, 
by  virtue  only  of  her  innocence, 
and  eBcapea  from  the  vile  bauds 
he  had  pat  her  Into. 

She  nobly,  not  franticly,  re- 
sents: refaseatosee,  orto marry 
the  wretch;  who,  repenting  hia 
usaoe  of  so  divine  a  creature, 
wODid  fain  move  her  to  forgive  hia 
bueness,  and  make  himherhua- 
brad:  and  this, though  persecuted 
hj  all  her  friends ;  and  abandoned 
ta  the  deepest  distress,  being  ob- 
liged, from  ample  fortunes,  to 
make  anay  with  her  apparel  for' 
mibsistence;  surroundeil  aUo  by 
Btnngers,  and  forced  (iu  wantofi 
others)  to  make  a  friend  of  the| 
&iend  of  her  seducer.  i 

Though  longing  for  death,  and 
making  all  proper  preparations' 
forit,  convinced  thai  grief  and  ill, 
usage  have  broken  her  aoblcbeart,  I 
she  abhora  the  impiouB  thought; 
mfahorteniug  her  allotted  period;! 
and  as  much  a  stranger  to  revenge  j 
as  despair,  is  able  to  forgive  the 
author  of  ber  ruin ;  wishes  his  re- 

Ctance,  and  that  she  may  be  the 
victim  to  hia  barbarous  per- 
fidy: and  is  solicitoua  for  nothing 
Ml  much  in  this  life,  aa  to  prevent 
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vindictive  mischief  lo  and  /Vow  the 
miin  who  used  her  so  basely. 

Thia  is  penitence!  This  is 
piety!  and  hence  a  distress  na- 
turally ariaea,  that  must  worlhibj 
affect  every  heart. 

Whatever  the  ill-uaage  of  thia 
excellent  woman  is  from  her  re- 
lations, she  breaks  not  out  into  ex- 
eeasca.  She  atrivea,  on  the  con- 
trary, to  find  reason  to  justify 
them  at  her  own  expense;  and 
seetns  more  conceniw  for  their 
cruelty  to  her  for  their  sakea  here- 
after, when  sbe  shall  be  uo  more, 
than  for  her  own :  for,  as  to  her- 
self, she  is  sure,  she  says,  God  will 
forgive  her,  though  no  one  on 
earth  will. 

On  every  estraordinary  provo- 
cation she  baa  recourse  to  the 
scriptures,  and  endeavours  to  re- 
gulate her  vehemence  by  sacred 
precedents.  "Betterpeople,  she 
says,  have  been  more  afllicted 
tlinn  she,  grievous  as  she  some- 
times thinks  her  afflictions:  and 
shall  she  not  bear  what  lees  faulty 
persons haveborney"  Ontbevery 
occasion  I  have  mentioned  (some 
new  instances  of  impUcablenesa 
from  her  friends)  the  inclosed  me- 
ditation will  shew,  how  mildly, 
and  yet  how  forcibly  abe  com- 
plains. Seeif  thou,  in  the  wicked 
levity  of  thy  heart,  canst  apply  it 
to  thy  ease  as  thou  didst  the  other. 
If  thou  canst  not,  give  way  to  thy 
conscience,  and  ^at  will  make 
the  properest  application. 

[  MEDITATION. 

Hn<r: 
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THE  mSTOEY  OP 


Be  it  indeed  that  I  have  erred,  my 
error  remaineth  with  myself. 

To  her  that  is  affUcted^pity  should 
he  shewn  from  her  friends. 

But  she  that  is  ready  to  slip  with 
her  feet,  is  as  a  lamp  despised  in  the 
thought  of  them  that  are  at  ease. 

There  is  a  shame  which  hringeth 
sin,  and  there  is  a  shame  which 
hringeth  glory  and  grace. 

Have  pity  upon  me,  have  pity  upon 
me,  O  ye  my  friends!  for  the  hand 
of  God  hath  touched  me. 

If  your  soul  were  in  my  sours 
stead,  I  also  could  speak  as  ye  do : 
I  could  heap  up  words  against 
you 

But  I  would  strengthen  you  with 
my  mouth,  and  the  moving  of  my  lips 
should  assuage  your  grief. 

Why  will  ye  hreak  a  leaf  driven 
to  and  frof  Why  will  ye  pursue 
the  dry  stuhhle  f  Why  will  ye  write 
hitter  words  against  me,  and  make 
me  possess  the  iniquities  of  my  youth  ? 

Mercy  is  seasonable  in  the  time  of 
affliction,  as  clouds  of  rain  in  the 
time  of  drought. 

Are  not  my  days  few  ?  Cease  then, 
and  let  me  alone,  that  I  may  take 
comfort  a  little —  before  I  go  whence 
1  shall  not  return;  even  to  the  land 
of  darkness,  and  shadow  of  death  I 

Let  me  add ,  that  the  excellent 
lady  is  informed ,  by  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Norton,  that  Colonel  Morden 
is  just  arrived  in  England.  He  is 
now  the  only  person  she  wishes  to 
see. 

I  expressed  some  jealousy  upon 

it,  lest  he  should  have  place  given 

/jver  mom  the  executorship.    She 

jTifltZr/.  that  she  iiad  no  thouglits  to 


do  so  now;  because  such  a  trust, 
were  he  to  accept  of  it  (which  she 
doubted)  might,  from  the  nature 
of  some  of  the  papers ,  which  in 
that  case  would  necessarily  pass 
through  his  hands,  occasion  mis- 
chief between  my  friend  and  him, 
that  would  be  worse  than  death 
for  her  to  think  of. 

Poor  Belton  I  hear  is  at  death's 
door.  A  messeneer  is  just  come 
from  him ,  who  tens  me ,  he  cannot 
die  till  he  sees  me.  I  hope  the 
poor  fellow  will  not  go  off  yet: 
since  neither  his  affairs  in  this 
world,  nor  for  the  other  are  in 
tolerable  order.  I  cannot  avoid 
going  to  the  poor  man.  Yet  am 
unwilling  to  stir,  till  I  have  an  as- 
surance from  you,  that  you  will 
not  disturb  the  lady :  for  I  know 
he  will  be  very  loth  to  part  with 
me,  when  he  gets  me  to  him. 

Tourville  tells  me  how  fast  thou 
mendest:  let  me  conjure  thee  not 
to  think  of  molesting  this  incom- 
parable woman.  For  thy  own 
sake  I  request  this  as  well  as  for 
hers,  and  for  the  sake  of  thy  given 
promise :  for  should  she  die  within 
a  few  weeks ,  as  I  fear  she  will ,  it 
will  be  said,  and  perhaps  too 
justly ,  that  thy  visit  has  hastened 
her  end. 

In  hopes  thou  wilt  not,  I  wish 
thy  perfect  recovery:  else  that 
thou  mayst  relapse,  and  be  con- 
fined to  thy  bed. 


i 


iTHiHsmf  self  obliged  In  honour! 
to  acquaint  joa,  that  1  am  ufi-aid 
HIt.  Lovelace  will  try  his  fate  hj 
wa  Jntervietr  with  you. 

I  wish  to  heaven  you  could  pre- 
vail upon  yourself  to  receive  Ilia 
vidt.  All  that  is  respectful ,  even 
to  veneration,  and  all  that  is  pe- 
nitent, wiU  you  see  in  his  be- 
baviour,  if  you  can  admit  of  it. 
Bataa  1  am  obliged  to  eet  out  di- 
rectly foe  EpBom ,  (to  perfonn ,  m 
lappieheud,  the  lost  friendly  of- 
fices for  poor  Mr.  Belton,  whom 
yon  once  saiv)  and  as  1  think  it 
more  likely  that  Mr.  Lovelace  will 
not  be  prevailed  uiion  tlmu  that 
he  wilt,  i  thought  at  to  give  you 
thiBintimaCion,  leijt,  if  he  should, 
come,youBhouldbe  too  muchsur- 

He  flatters  himself,  that  you 
are  not  so  ill  as  I  represent  you  to 
be.  When  he  sees  you,  he  will  be 
convinced  that  the  most  obliging 
things  he  can  do,  will  be  as  proper 
to  be  done  for  the  sake  of  his  own 
fature  peace  of  mind ,  as  for  your 
health-sakej  and,  I  dare  say,  in 
fear  of  hurtiug  the  latter,  he  will 
tbrbear  the  thoughts  of  any  further , 
iatmaioni  at  least,  while  you  are 
so  much  indisposed:  so  that  ung' 
kalfluiufi  shnek,  if  it  will  be  a' 
shock  to  see  the  unhappy  man 
(but  just  got  up  himself  from  a 
daneeroas  fever)  will  be  all  yon 
will  have  occasion  to  stand. 

I  beg  you  will  not  too  mucb 
I     bony  ^(1  discompose  yourself.  It 
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is  impossible  he  can  be  in  town  till       I 
Alouday  at  soonest.     And  if  he        I 
resolves  to  come,  1  hope  to  be  at 
Mr.  Smith's  before  him. 

I  am,  Madam,  with  the  pro-       J 
foundeat  veneration, 

Your  moat  faithful  and  mosi 
obedient  servant, 

J.  Bclfohh. 


LETTER  UV, 
Mr.  LoYcLue  lo  Juba  BstrDid,  Eiq, 
[/B  a«(iinT  w  hii  ufiuil.n.  SooLottorUl,] 
SUD'll]',  Aag.  SO. 
What  an  unmerciful  fuUow  art 
thou!  A  man  has  no  need  of  a 
conscience,  who  has  such  an  im- 
pertinent monitor.  But  if  Kic. 
liowe  wrote  a  play  that  answers 
not  his  title,  am  1  to  be  reflected 
upon  for  that?  —  1  have  sinned; 
1  repent;  I  would  repair  —  she 
forgives  my  sins;  she  accepts  my 
repentance;  but  she  wou't  let  me 
repair  —  what  wouldst  thou  have 
me  to  do? 

But  get  thee  gone  to  Beiton,  rb 
soon  as  thou  canst.  Yet  whether 
thou  goest  or  not,  up  I  munf  go, 
and  see  what  I  can  do  with  t<ie 
sweet  oddity  myself  The  moment 
these  pretcribiitff  varlets  will  let 
me,  depend  upon  it,  I  go.  Nay, 
Lord  M.  thinks  she  ouglit  to  per- 
mit me  one  interview.  His  opinion 
has  great  authority  with  lue  — 
when  it  squares  wilbmy  own:aiid 
I  have  assured  him,  and  my  two 
cousins,  that  I  will  behave  with 
all  the  decency  and  respect  that 
man  can  behave  with  to  the  per- 
son whom  be  tnmt  reinvct».  KvA 
soXwiU.  0{Uua,'vUW.«!ai 
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not  to  go  to  Belton  mean  time, 
thou  sh&lt  be  witness. 

Colonel  Morden,  thou  Iiast 
heardmsBay,  isaman  of  honour 
and  bravery;  but  Colonel  Morden 
has  Imd  his  ^rU,  as  well  &s  you 
and  I.  And  indeed,  either  openly 
or  secretly,  who  has  not?  The 
deril  always  baits  with  a  pretty 
wench,  when  he  angles  for  a  man, 
be  his  age ,  rank ,  or  degree ,  what 
it  will. 

I  have  often  heard  my  beloved 

Speak  of  the  Colonel  with  great 
iBtinction  and  esteem.  I  wish 
he  conld  make  matters  a  little 
easier,  for  her  mind's  sake,  be- 
tween the  rest  of  the  implacableB 
and  bnBelf. 

Methinka  I  am  sorry  for  honest 
Belton.  But  a  man  cannot  be  ill, 
or  vapourish,  but  thou  lifteat  up 
thy  shriefc-owl  note,  and  killest 
hira  immediately.  None  but  a 
fellow,  who  ia  fit  for  a  dnimmei' 
in  death's  forlorn-hope,  could 
take  so  much  delight,  aa  thou  dost, 
in  beating  a  dead  march  with  thy 
goose -quills. 

Whereas,  didst  thou  but  know 
thine  own  talents,  thou  art  formed 
to  give  mirth  by  thy  Tery  appear- 
ance; and  wouldst  make  abetter 
figure  by  half,  leading  np  thy  bro- 
ther-beara  atHockley  in  theHole, 
to  the  muBJc  of  a  Seota  bag  pipe. 
Methinka  1  see  thy  clumsy  sides 
Bhaktng(andBbakiDgtheBtdeaofall 
beholders)  in  these  very  attitudes  r 
thy  fat  head  archly  beating  time 
on  thy  porterly  shouidera,  right 
and  left  oy  turns ,  as  1  onoe  beheld 
thee  practiaing  to  the  hornpipe  at 
fteston,     Tbou  rememberest  the 


frolic ,  aa  I  have  done  an  hundre 
limes;  for  X  never  before  saw  the 
appear  bo  much  iti  character, 

liut  I  know  what  I  shall  get  b 
this  —  only  that  notable  obi" 
valion  repeated ,  that  thy  outs 
is  the  worst  of  thee,  and  mine' 
best  of  me.  And  so  let  it  be.  1 
thing  thou  writeat  of  ihis  sort  ea 

Butlaballcall  thee  serionslyl 
account,  when  1  see  thee ,  fortt 
extracts  thou  hast  given  the  lad 
from  my  letters,  notwithstandiil 
what  laaid  in  my  last;  especielj 
if  she  continue  to  refuse  me.  A 
hundredtimes  have  J  myself  know 
a  woman  deny,  yet  oomplj  1 
last:  but,  by  these  extracts,  tbo 
hast,  I  doubt,  made  her  bar  v 
thedoorof  her  heart,  aaBheni 
do  her  chamber-door,  ag^ 
me,  —  This  therefore  is  a  c 
loyalty  that  friendabip  cam 
bear,  nor  honour  allow  me  to  i 
give. 


Td.  E.q. 


_  _ _     .  bound  t_  _ 

thee.  Jack.  Nevertheless  I  n 
anticipate,  but  proceed  to  « 
thee  a  longer  letter,  than  tha 
hast  had  from  me  for  some  tin 
past.     So  here  goea. 

That  thou  mightest  hare  l_ 
little  notice  as  possible  of  tlie  tin 
I  waa  resolved  to  be  in  town,  I  m 
out  in  my  lord's  chariot  and  ai 
yesterday,  aa  xoon  as  I  had  dii 
patched  my  letter  to  thee,  an 
jRvrived  in  town  last  nightr  ftw 


■  CLARISSA. 

r  knew  I  could  have  no  dependence 
on  thy  friendship  wiiare  Miss  Mar- 
lowe's humoar  was  concerned. 

I  had  no  other  pltLce  so  ready, 
and  so  was  forced  to  go  to  my  old 
lodginga,  where  hIbo  my  ward- 
robe is;  and  there  I  poured  out 
nuUionB  of  ciiraes  upon  the  whole 
crew,  and  refused  to  see  cither 
Sally  or  Folly;  and  this  not  only 
for  suffering  the  ladj  to  eseape, 
bat  for  the  vitlainous  arrest,  and 
for  then?  detestable  insolence  to 
her  at  the  officer's  house. 

I  dressed  myself  in  a  aever-wom 
anit,  which  I  had  intended  for  one 
of  my  wedding  suita;  and  liked 
m^eelf  bo  well,  that  1  began  to 
think  with  thee  that  my  outside 
was  the  best  of  me. 

I  took  achair  to  Smith's,  my 
hurt  bounding  in  almost  audible 
tbnmpH  to  my  fliroat,  with  the  iis- ' 
■Hied  espectstion  of  seeing  my' 
beloved.  1  clasped  my  £ngera  ae 
1  was  danced  along;  I  charged  my 
eyes  to  languish  and  sparkle  by 
turns:  1  talked  to  my  knees,  tell- 
ing them  how  they  must  bend; 
and ,  in  the  language  of  a  cliann- 
ing  describer,  acted  my  part  in. 
fancy,  as  well  as  spoke  it  to  my- 


derly  kuM 

pily,  BBd  llivs  plead  or 

IH  «leh  for 
i'AH.  me 

lonldiia^ 

\  In  tliia  manner  entertained  I 
^aelf,  till  I  arrived  at  Smith's: 
sad  there  the  fellows  set  down 
their  gay  burden.  Off  went  their 
.hatsiW^ill  ready  at  hand  ina 
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livery;  up  went  the  head;  out 
rushed  my  honour;  the  woman  be- 
hind the  compter  all  io  flutters; 
respect  and  fear  giving  due  so- 
lemnity  to  her  featorea;  and  her 
knees,  1  doubt  not,  knocking 
against  the  inside  of  her  wainscot 

Your  servant,  madam — Will, 
let  the  fellows  move  to  some  dis- 
tance, and  wait. 

You  have  a  young  lady  lodges 
here;  Miss  Harlowe,  madam:  is 
she  above? 

Sir,  sir,  an' please  your  hononr 
[the  woman  is  struck  with  my 
tigore,  thoughtljl  Miss  Harlowe, 
airl  There  is,  indeed,  snch  a 
voung  lady  lodges  here  —  But, 

But  what,  madam?  —  1  must 
see  her.  —  One  pairof  stairs!  iait 
not?  —  Don't  trouble  yourself  — 
I  shall  find  her  apartment.  And 
was  making  towards  the  stairs. 

Sir,  sir,  the  lady,  the  lady  is 
not  at  home— she  is  abroad — she 

In  the  country!  not  at  home! — 
Impossible.  You  will  not  pass 
this  story  uponme,  good  woman. 
'  I  iiivsl  see  her.  1  have  business  of 
hfe  and  death  with  her. 

Indeed,  sir,  the  lady  is  not  at 
home!  Indeed,  sir,  she  is  a- 
broad! — 

She  then  rung  a  bell;  John, 
cried  ahe,  pray  step  down!  —  In- 
deed,  air,    the   lady   is   not  at 

IJown  came  John,  the  good  man 
oftbehouse,  when  I  expected  one 
of  hia  journeymen,  by  her  saney 
famitimity. 
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My  dear,  said  she,  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  believe  Miss  Har- 
lowe  is  abroad. 

John  bowed  to  my  fine  clothes: 
Your  servant,  sir  —  indeed  the 
lady  is  abroad.  She  went  out  of 
town  this  morning  by  six  o'clock 
—  into  the  country  —  By  the  doc- 
tor's advice. 

Still  I  would  not  believe  either 
John  or  his  wife.  I  am  sure ,  said 
I ,  she  cannot  be  abroad ,  I  heard 
she  was  very  ill  —  she  is  not  able 
to  go  out  in  a  coach.  Do  you  know 
Mr.Belford,  friend? 

Yes,  sir;  I  have  the  honour  to 
know  'Squire  Belford.  He  is  gone 
into  the  country  to  visit  a  sick 
friend;  he  went  on  Saturday, 
sir. 

This  had  also  been  told  from 
thy  lodgings  to  Will ,  whom  I  sent 
to  desire  to  see  thee  on  my  first 
coming  to  town. 

WeU,  and  Mr.  Belford  wrote 
me  word  that  she  was  exceeding 
ill.  How  then  can  she  be  gone 
out? 

O,  sir,  she  is  very  ill;  very  ill, 
indeed —  she  could  hardly  walk 
to  the  coach. 

Belford,  thought  I,  himself 
knew  nothing  of  the  time  of  my 
coming:  neither  can  he  have  re- 
ceived my  letter  of  yesterday:  and 
so  ill,  'tis  impossible  she  should 
go  out. 

Where  is  her  servant?  Caliber 
servant  to  me. 

Her  servant,  sir,  is  her  nurse: 
she  has  no  other.  And  sJie  is  gone 
with  her. 

Well,  friend,  I  must  not  be- 
lieve you.    You'll  excuse  me ;  but 


I  must  go  up  stairs  myself.    And 
was  stepping  up. 

John  hereupon  put  on  a  serious, 
and  a  less  respectful  face  —  Sir, 
this  house  is  mine ;  and  — 

And  what,  friend?  not  doubt- 
ing then  but  she  was  above.  I 
must  and  will  see  her.  I  have 
authority  for  it.  I  am  a  justice  of 
peace.   I  have  a  search-warrant. 

And  up  I  went ;  they  following 
me,  muttering,  and  in  a  plaguy 
flutter. 

The  first  door  I  came  too  was 
locked.  I  tapped  at  it 

The  lady,  sir,  has  the  key  of 
her  own  apartment. 

On  the  inside  I  question  not, 
my  honest  friend ;  tapping  again. 
And  being  assured,  if  she  heard 
my  voice ,  that  her  timorous  and 
soft  temper  would  make  her  betray 
herself  by  some  flutters,  to  my 
listening  ear,  I  said  aloud,  I  am 
confident  Miss  Harlowe  is  here: 
dearest  madam,  open  the  door: 
admit  me,  but  for  one  moment  to 
your  presence. 

But  neither  answer  nor  flutter- 
ing saluted  my  ear;  and  the  people 
bemg  very  quiet,  I  led  on  to  the 
nextapartment;  and  thekeybeinff 
on  the  outside,  I  opened  it,  and 
looked  all  round  it,  and  into  the 
closet. 

The  man  said  he  never  saw  so 
uncivil  a  gentleman  in  his  life. 

Hark  thee,  friend,  said  I;  let 
me  advise  thee  to  be  a  little  de- 
cent ;  or  I  shall  teach  thee  a  les- 
son thou  never  leamedst  in  all  thy 
life. 

Sir,  said  he ,  'tis  not  like  a  gen- 


EmHn,   to  aScpnt  b.  man  in  his 
■a  honse. 
Then  pr'ythee  man,  replied  I, 
n't  CTOw  upon  thine  ana  dung- 


Ill 


HAllLOWB, 

I  can  guess,  sir. 

Whomdoyoueuesame  tobe? 

Your  name  ia  Mr.  Lovelace ,  sir, 
I  make  no  doubt. 

The  very  aamfl.  But  how  came 
you  to  guess  bo  well,  dame  Smith! 
You  never  saw  me  before  —  did 


PIT  break  it  open ;  —  pushing  hard 
Bgainstit,  that  it  cracked  aguin. 

The  man  looked  pale;  and 
trembling  with  bis  fright,  madea 
l>lagtiy  long  face;  and  called  to 
one  of  hia  Eoddice-makerB  above, 
Joseph,  come  di>u>n  quickly. 

Joseph  came  down,  a  lion's- 
fftce  grinning  fellow;  thick  and 
short,  and  bushy-headed  like  an 
old  oak-pollard.  Then  did  master 
John  put  on  a  sturdier  look.  But 
J  only  hummed  a  tane ,  traversed 
allthe  other  apartments,  sounded 
the  paaaages  with  myknucklea,  to 
find  whether  there  were  private 
doors,    and  walked  up  the  next 

Stur  of  stairs  singing  all  the  nay ; 
ohn  and  Joseph,  and  Mrs.  Smitn, 
following  me  trembling. 

I  looked  round  me  there,  and 
went  into  two  open-door  bed- 
ebambers;  searched  the  closets, 
Uiepatsages,  and  peeped  through 
the  c^~hole  of  another;  No  Miss 
H&rlowe,  by  Jupiter!  WhatshuU 
I  do  1  ~  What  shall  I  do !  as  the 
nrls  say.— No  w  will  she  be  grieved 
Utat  she  is  out  of  the  way. 

1  said  this  on  purpose  to  find 
oat  whether  these  people  knew  the 
lady's  story;  and  had  the  anewer 
I  Mpeeted  from  Mrs.  Smith  —  I 
believe  n6t,  sir. 

Why  BO,  Mrs.  Smith?  Do  you 
JmcivirliQlam? 


compliment,  andmissedit. 

"lis  easy  to  guess,  sir;  for 
there  cannot  be  two  such  gen- 
tlemen as  you. 

Well  said,  dame  Smith—  but 
mean  you  ijtmd  or  bad?  —  Hand- 
some was  the  least  1  thought  she 
would  have  said. 

Heave  you  to  guess,  sir- 
Condemned,  thought  1,  by  my- 
self, ott  this  appeal. 
Why,  father  Smith,  thy  wife  is 

awit,  man? Did'st  thou  ever 

find  that  out  before?  —  But  where 
is  widow  Lovick,  dame  Smith? 
!Vly  cousin  John  Belford  says  she 
is  a  very  good  woman.  Is  she 
within?  Or  is  she  gone  with  Miea 
Harlowe  too? 

She  will  be  within  by-and-by, 
sir.    She  is  not  with  the  lady. 

Well,  but  ray  good,  dear  Mrs. 
Smith ,  whither  is  the  lady  gone? 
And  when  will  she  retnm? 


I  CI 


'ttell. 


Don't  tell  fibs,  dame  Smith; 
don't  tell  fibs ,  chucking  her  under 
the  chin :  which  made  John's  upper 
lip,  with  chin  shortened,  rise  to 
his  nose.  —  I  am  sure  j'ouknowl 
—  Buthere'aanotherpau:  of  stairs: 
let  us  see ;  who  lives  up  there?  But 
hold,  here's  another  room  locked 
up ,  tapping  at  the  door  —  Who's 
at  home?  cried  I. 
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That's  Mrs.LoTick's  apartment, 
she  is  gone  out,  and  has  the  key 
with  her. 

Widow  Lovick !  tapping  again, 
I  believe  you  are  at  home:  pray 
open  the  door. 

John  and  Joseph  muttered  and 
whispered  together. 

No  whispering,  honest  friends: 
'tis  not  manners  to  whisper.  Jo- 
seph, what  said  John  to  thee? 

John,  sir !  disdainfully  repeated 
the  good  woman. 

I  beg  pardon,  Mrs.  Smith:  but 
you  see  the  force  of  example.  Had 
you  shewed  your  honest  man  more 
respect,  /  should.  Let  me  give 
you  a  piece  of  advice  —  Women 
who  treat  their  husbands  irreve- 
rently, teach  strangers  to  use 
them  with  contempt.  There, 
honest  master  John ;  why  dost  not 
pull  off  thy  hat  to  me?  —  0,  so 
thou  wouldst,  if  thou  hadst  it  on: 
but  thou  never  wearest  thy  hat  in 
thy  wife's  presence,  I  oelieve; 
dost  thou? 

None  of  your  fleers  and  your 
jeersj  sir,  cried  John,  I  wish  every 
married  pair  lived  as  happily  as 
we  do.  • 

I  wish  so  too,  honest  friend. 
But  I'll  be  hanged  if  thou  hast  any 
children. 

Why  so,  sir? 

Hast  thou?  —  Answer  me,  man? 
Hast  thou,  or  not? 

Perhaps  not,  sir.  But  what  of 
that? 

What  of  that?  —  Why  I'll  tell 
thee:  the  man  who  has  no  children 
by  his  wife,  must  put  up  with  plain 
John.  Hadst  thou  a  child  or  two, 
thou'dst  be  called  Mr.  Smith,  with 


a  curtsey,  or  a  smile  at  leaat,  at 
every  word. 

You  are  very  pleasant,  sir,  re- 
plied my  dame.  I  fancy,  if  either 
my  husband  or  I  had  as  much  to 
answer  for  as  I  know  whom,  we 
should  not  be  so  merry. 

Why  then,  dame  Smith,  so 
much  the  worse  for  those  who 
were  obliged  to  keep  you  com- 
pany. But  I  am  not  memr  —  I 
am  sad!  —  Hey  ho!  —  Where 
shall  I  find  my  dear  Miss  Har- 
lowe? 

My  beloved  Miss  Harlowe  I  [call- 
ing at  the  foot  of  the  third  pair  of 
stairs]  if  you  are  above,  for 
Heaven's  sake  answer  me.  I  am 
coming  up. 

Sir,  said  the  good  man,  I  wish 
you'd  walk  down.  The  servants' 
rooms,  and  the  working  rooms, 
are  up  those  stairs,  and  another 
pair ;  and  nobody's  there  that  you 
want. 

Shall  I  go  up  and  see  if  Miss 
Harlowe  be  there,  Mrs.  Smith? 

You  may,  sir,  if  you  please. 

Then  I  won't  go ;  for,  if  she  was, 
you  would  not  be  so  obliging. 

I  am  ashamed  to  give  you  all 
this  attendance:  you  are  the  poli- 
test traders  I  ever  knew.  Honest 
Joseph,  slapping  him  upon  the 
shoulder  on  a  sudden,  which  made 
him  jump,  didst  ever  ^rin  for  a 
wager,  man?  For  me  rascal 
seemed  not  displeased  with  me; 
and,  cracking  his  flat  face  from 
ear  to  ear,  with  a  distended  mouth, 
shewed  his  teeth,  as  broad  and  as 
black  as  his  thumb  nails.  —  But 
don't  I  hinder  thee ?  What  canst 
earn  a  day,  man? 


^L-  Haifa  crOTTii,  I  can  earn  a  day! 
^Miith  an  &ir  of  pride  and  petulance, 
^Bt  being  startled. 
^K  There,  then,  is  a  day's  wages 
Hvir  tliee.  But  thou  needeat  not 
^^«ttend  me  farther. 

Come,  Mrs.  Smith,  come  John, 
(Master  Smitb,  1  should  say)  let's 
walk  dotra,  and  give  me  an  ac- 
eoout  where  the  Indy  ia  gone,  and 
when  she  will  return. 

So  down  stairs  led  I  John  and 
Joseph  (tbough  I  had  discharged 
the  latter)  and  my  dame  following 
me,  to  shew  their  complaianuce  to 
ft  stranger. 

1  re-entered  one  of  the  first 
floor  rooma,  I  have  a  great  mind 
to  be  your  lodger :  for  Inever  saw 
Btich  obliging  folks  in  my  life. 
What  rooms  EaTe  you  to  let? 

None  at  all,  sir. 

I  am  sorry  for  that.  But  whose 
isthia? 

Mine,  sir,  chuflilv  said  John. 

T^ine,  man?  Whythenlwill 
take  it  of  thee.  This,  and  a  bed- 
chamber, and  a  garret  for  one  ser- 
Tftnt,  will  content  me.  1  will  give 
thee  thine  own  price,  and  half-a 
guinea  a  day  over,  for  those"  " 


CIiAElSSA  HAra.OWE. 


For  ten  guineas  a  day, 

Hold,   John',    (master  Smith  I|back3 
should  say)  —  Before  thou  speak-  with  each 
ert,  consider  —  I   won't  be   af- 
fronted, 
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Well,  then,  I  am  glad  I  pre. 
vented  you;  for  such  words  better 
become  my  mouth  than  yours. 
But  I  must  lodge  with  you  till  the 
lady  returns.  I  believe  1  must. 
However,  you  may  be  wanted  in 
the  shop;  BO  we'U  talk  that  over 

Down  I  went,  they  paying  dili  ■ 
gent  attendance  on  my  steps. 

When  I  came  into   the   shop, 

eiug  no  chair  or  stool,  I  went 
behind  the  compterj  and  sat  down 
under  an  arched  kmd  of  canopy 
of  carved  work,  which  these  proud 
traders,  emnlatine  the  royal  niehe- 
fiUerSjOfteo  give  ULCmselvea,  while 
a  joint-stool,  perhaps,  serves  thoEe 
by  whom  they  get  their  bread: 
such  is  the  dignily  of  trade  in  this 
mercantile  naljon! 

1  looked  about  me,  and  above 
me,  and  told  them,  I  was  very 
proud  of  my  seat;  askinc,  if  John 
were  ever  permitted  to  fill  this  su- 
perb niche? 

Perhaps  he  was,  he  said,  very 
surlily. 

That  is  it,  that  makes  thee  look 

I  like  a  statue,  man. 

John  looked  plaguy  glum  upon 

e.    But  bis  man  Joseph,  and  my 

Will  turned  round  with  their 

hide  their  grinning, 

ist  in  his  mouth. 

laaked,  what  it  wastheyaoU? 

Powder,  and  wash-balls,   — ■* 


Sir.   l  wish  you'd  walk  down,  snuff,  they  said;  and  giotemtai 


said  the  good  w 
YOU  take — 
Great    liberties 


.  Really,  si 


would  not  say,  Mrs.  Smith. 
Indeed,  sir,  I  was  going  tc 
metbing  like  it. 


I   hope   you' Will. di 


r 
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Give  him  lialf  r,  dozen,  darnel  Master  and  Miatress  Smith, 
Smith.  I  being  a&aid,    I  niippose,  that  I 

She  told  mc  abe  must  comelhadadeflignuponJoBeph'sthroa^ 
wherel  waste  serve  them.  Pray, j because  he  wsh  their  champioa 
sir,  walk&om  behind  thecompter.!(andthis,  indeed,  made  me  take 

Indeed,  but  I  won't  The  shop;  the  more  notice  of  him),  coming 
shall  be  mine.    Where  ai'e  they,  S  towards   me    with    countenancei' 


I 


} 


Lstomer  should 

She  pointed  over  my  head,  with 
a  purse-mo utb,  as  it'ehe  would  not 
have  simpered,  could  she  have 
helped  it.  I  reached  down  the 
glass,  and  gave  Will  sii.  There 
—  put  'em  up,  sirrah. 

He  did,  gcinning  with  bia  teeth 
oat  before;  which  touching  my 
coa9ctence,!iB  the  loss  of  them  was 
owing  to  me;  Joseph,  said  l,come 
hither.  Come  hither,  man,  when 
I  bid  thee. 

He  stalked  towards  me,  his 
hands  behiud  hitn,  half  willing, 
and  half  unwilling. 

I  suddenly  wrapped  my  arm 
round  his  neck.  Will,  thy  pen- 
knife, this  moment.  D — n  the  fel- 
low, Where's  thy  penknife? 

0,  LordI  said  the  pollard- 
headed  dog,  struggling  to  get  his 
head  loose  from  under  my  arm, 
while  my  other  hand  was  mu;i/ling 
about  bis  cursed  chaps,  as  if  1 
would  take  his  teeth  out, 

I  will  pay  thee  a  good  price, 
man:  don't  struggle  thus!  the 
penknife.  Will! 

OLord,  cried  Joseph,  struggling 
still  more  and  more.  And  out 
comes  Will's  prmiing  knife;  for 
the  rascal  is  a  gardener  in  the 
conntry.    I  have  only  this,  sir. 

The  best  in  the  world  to  lance  a 
gum,  D — n  the  fellow,  why  dost 
stmm^le  thus? 


tragi- comical,  I  let  him  go. 

I  only  wanted,  said  1,  to  take 
out  two  or  three  of  this  raaeal^: 
broad  teeth,  to  put  them  into  my 
servant's  jaws — and  I  would  have 
paid  him  his  price  for  them.  '' 
would,  by  my  aoul,  Joseph. 

Joseph  shook  his  ears ;  and  wilk' 
both  hands  streaked  down,  amootfa, 
as  it  would  lie,  his  busby  baiij 
and  looked  at  me,  as  if  he  knew 
not  whether  be  should  lau^h  or  hi 
angry:  but,  after  a  stupid  staro^ 
or  two,  stalked  off  to  the  otiiei 
end  of  the  shop,  nodding  his  bead 
at  me  as  he  went,  still  stroakinK 
down  his  hair ;  and  took  bis  stand . 
by  his  master,  facing  about,  and 
muttering  that  I  was  plagnji 
strouEin  thearms.audhetho^lt 
would  have  throttled  htm.  Then' 
folding  his  arms,  and  shaking  bil 
bristled  head,  added,  'twas  well  I 
was  a  gentleman,  or  he  would  not  , 
have  taken  such  an  aSront. 

1  demanded  where  their  rappee 
was?  the  good  woman  pointed  t<r  J 
the  place,  and  1  took  up  a  scollop'  ■ 
shell  of  it,  refusing  to  let  hetfl 
weigh  it,  and  filled  my  boi.  And  I 
now,  Mrs.  Smith,  said  1,  where  I 
are  your  gloves?  I 

She  shewed  me;    and  1  ehoae.1 
four  pair  of  them,  and  set  Joseph)  J^ 
who  looked  aa  if  he  wanted  to  i~ 
taken  notice  of  again,  ;tD  open  tl 
fingers. 


tLOWE.  lis 

A  female  customer,  who  had  cnme  rouDd  to  the  fellow  to  fit 
been  gaping  at  the  door,  came  in  them  on  myself. 
for  some  Scot3  snnff;  and  I  would  Ko  matter  for  openine  them, 
serve  her.  The  wench  was  plaeny  said  I:  thy  fingers,  frieno,  areaa 
kmiely;  and  I  toldher  Bo;orel6e,  stiff  as  arum-sticks.  Push!  — 
I  said,  I  would  have  treated  her.  :Thou'rt  an  awkward  dog!  Iwon- 
She  in  anger  [no  woman  is  homely ;  der  such  a  pretty  lady  will  be  fol- 
in  her  own  opiuionj  threw  down  lowed  by  such  a  elumsy  variet, 
her  pemiy;  and  I  put  it  in  my,  The  fellow  had  no  strength  for 
pOckeL  laughing:  and  Joseph  Was  might- 

Just  then,  turning  my  eye  to  the  ily  pleased,  iu  hopes,  1  suppose,  I 
door,  I  saw  a  pretty,  genteel  lady,  I  would  borrow  a  few  of  Andrew's 
with  a  footman  after  ner,  peeping  teeth,  to  keep  him  In  con nten once : 
hwith  a  What's  the  matter,  good  and,  father  and  motherSmith.like 
folks?  tothestarers:  and  I  ran  to  all  the  world,  as  thejcBtwas  turn- 
her  from  behind  the  compter, and,  ed  from  themselves,  seemed  di- 
as  she  was  making  off,  took  her  verted  with  the  humour, 
hud,  and  drew  her  into  the  shop.  The  fellow  said,  the  gloves  were 
beggmg  that  she  would  be  my  too  liHle. 

cintomer;  for  that  I  had  bnt  just  Thrust,  and  be  d— n'd  to  thee, 
begiuitrade.  saidi:  why,  fellow,  thoahastnot 

What  do  yoa  sell,  sir?  saidshe,  the  strength  of  a  cat. 
smilmg-  but  a  little  surprised.  Sir.  sir,  said  he,    laughing,  I 

Tapes,    ribbands,    silk-laces,  »*'?'""^'y'»'"',''<"«'Br'Hside. 
pbw,   and  needles;     for  I  am  a       R-?."'^^':^.™*^^""^^      .^ 
pedtar'    pQwder,  patches,  wash-       He  did;  and  burst  oat  the  ndea 
EtHsTshScfcings,  garters,  anufia,  *'*{^?,P'^, ,       ,       ,    .. 
»iid   pin-cushions    —   don't   we,  .    *!''!> ^,^'j,'-  "teres  thy pniD^ 
goody  Smith?  mgknife?   By  my  wul,  fnend    I 

So  in  I  geoUj  dr««  her  to  the  ""^^  J  Sood  ^>ni  to  pare  thy 
cCter  Smg  behind  it  my- ^-^^  Pa^'^-J'" '">"'\»'«1«  » 
tuiDjjfer,  ruu"     &  rfii;™n«>  larger  pair .  try  them,  when  thou 

Mu  ooiigiuguc  heart,  if  thou  bast  one,  mendUie 

l«l  gloves  «°d  "^''■'•S''!;l°'Y  other,  so  take  both. 
*«.;   rappee      Scots,    Portugal.       .j^;  ^ 

Wd  all  sort*  of  snuff.  mour;  as  did  my  fellow  aadfa. 

Well,  said  she,  m  a  yery  good  Saiith,  and  Joseph;  tvtm  J^: 
hiawT,  I  U  eocoi^ge  a  young  laughed,  though  he  emn^.  *■ 
titfinner  for  once-  Here,  Andrew,  ,1,^  fp^^e  put  oikih  b  ^^ 
Itoiier  footman]  yon  want  a  pair  tenance.  to  be  but  haM ^^^ 
'^tlovea;   doa'tyon-  with  me  neither. 

Jloofcdowiia  parcel  of  gloves.  Madam,  said/,  *id«*|pKl«.^ 
M^  ^tw^  p^tth  oointed  to.  and  hind  the  camirtni  f^MM^  I  ^ 
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now  I  hope  you  will  buy  some- 
thing for  yourself.  Nobody  shall 
use  you  better,  nor  sell  you 
cheaper. 

Come,  said  she,  give  me  six- 
penny worth  of  Portugal  snuff . 

They  shewed  me  where  it  was, 
and  I  served  her :  and  said,  when 
she  would  have  paid  me,  I  took 
nothing  at  my  opening.  | 

If  I  treated  her  footman,  she 
told  me,  I  should  not  treat  her. 

Well,  with  all  my  heart,  said  I : 
'tis  not  for  us  tradesmen  to  be 
saucy  —  is  it,  Mrs.  Smith? 

I  put  her  six -pence  in  my 
pocket;  and  seizing  her  hand, 
took  notice  to  her  of  the  crowd 
that  had  gathered  about  the  door, 
and  besought  her  to  walk  into  the 
back-shop  with  me. 

She  struggled  her  hand  out  of 
mine,  and  would  stay  no  longer. 

I  bowed,  and  bid  her  kindly 
welcome,  and  thanked  her,  and 
hoped  I  should  have  her  custom 
another  time. 

She  went  away  smiling;  and 
Andrew  after  her;  who  made  me 
a  fine  bow. 

I  began  to  be  out  of  coun- 
tenance at  the  crowd,  which 
thickened  apace;  and  bid  Will 
order  the  chair  to  the  door. 

Well,  Mrs.  Smith,  with  a  grave 
air,  I  am  heartily  sorry  Miss  Har- 
lowe  is  abroad.  You  don't  tell  me 
where  she  is? 

Indeed,  sir,  I  cannot. 

You  will  not ,  you  mean.  —  She 
could  have  no  notion  of  my 
coming.  I  came  to  town  but  last 
night.  I  have  been  very  ill.  She 
has  almost  broken  my  heart  by 


her  cruelty.  You  know  my  story, 
I  doubt  not.  Tell  her,  I  must  go 
out  of  town  to-morrow  morning. 
But  I  will  send  my  servant,  to 
know  if  she  will  favour  me  with 
one  half -hour's  conversation;  for 
as  soon  as  I  get  down,  I  shall  set 
out  for  Dover,  in  my  way  to 
France,  if  I  have  not  a  counter- 
mand ^om  her  who  has  the  sole 
disposal  of  my  fate. 

And  so,  flinging  down  a  Portu- 
gal Six-and- thirty,  I  took  Mr. 
Smith  by  the  hand,  telling  him,  I 
was  sorry  we  had  not  more  time  to 
be  better  acquainted:  and  bidding 
farewell  to  honest  Joseph  (who 
pursed  up  his  mouth  as  I  passed 
b^  him,  as  if  he  thought  his  teeth 
still  in  jeopardy)  and  Mrs.  Smith 
adieu,  and  to  recommend  me  to 
her  fair  lodger,  hummed  an  ur, 
and  the  chair  being  come ,  whipt 
into  it;  the  people  about  the  door 
seeming  to  be  in  good  humour 
with  me;  one  crying,  A  pleasant 
gentleman,  I  warrant  him  I  And 
away  I  was  carried  to  White's  ac- 
cording to  direction. 

As  soon  as  I  came  thither,  I 
ordered  Will  to  go  and  chazige 
his  clothes ,  and  to  disguise  him- 
self by  putting  on  his  black  wig, 
and  keeping  his  mouth  shut;  and 
then  to  dodge  about  Smith's,  to 
inform  himself  of  the  lady's  mo- 
tions. 

«         «  « 

I  QivE  thee  this  impudent  Re- 
count of  myself,  that  tnou  mayeat 
rave  at  me,  and  call  me  hardened, 
and  what  thou  wilt.  For,  in  the 
first  place,  I,  who  had  been  so 
lately  ill,  was  glad  I  was  alive; 


and  then  I  iras  so  balbcil  by  my 
eharmer'a  nneipected  absence, 
aad  so  ruffled  by  th&t.,  And  br  the 
bhiff  trefttmeut  of  father  John, 
that  I  bad  no  other  way  to  avoid 
being  out  of  humour  with  all  I  met 
with.  Moreover,  I  waa  rejoiced  to ' 
find,  by  the  lady's  absence,  and 
by  ner  going  oat  at  six  in  the 
morning,  tbAt  it  was  impossible 
she  shonld  be  so  ill  as  thou  repre- 
sentest  her  to  be;  and  this  gave 
me  Btill  higher  spirits.  Then  I 
know  the  sex  always  love  cheerful 
and  bumourouB  fellows.  The  dear 
isreatiu'e  herself  used  to  bepleased 
with  my  gay  temper  and  lively 
manner;  and  had  she  been  told, 
that  I  was  blubbering  for  her  in 
the  back'shop,  she  would  have 
'     '  still   more  than  she 


Furthermore,  I  was  sensible, 
that  the  people  of  the  houee  mast 
needs  have  a  terrible  notion  of  me, 
as  a  savage ,  bloody-minded ,  ob- 
durate fellow;  a  perfect  woman- 
eater;  and,  no  doubt,  expected  to 
see  me  with  the  claws  of  a  lion, 
and  the  fangs  of  a  tiger;  and  it 
waa  bat  policy  to  shew  them,  what 
a  harmless  pleasaut  fellow  1  am 
in  order  to  familiarize  the  John' 
and  the  Joseph's  tome,  Foritwa 
'evident  to  me,  by  the  good  wo 
man's  calling  them  down,  that 
■he  thought  ne  a  dangerous  man. 
Whereas  now,  John  and  I  have 
ihaken  hands  together,  and  daiae 
Smith  having  seen  that  I  have  the 
fkee,  and  hands,  and  looks  of  a 
man,  and  walk  uprieht,and  prate, 
Ud  Utigh,  and  joke,  like  other 
yeople;  and  Joseph,  that  I  can 
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talk  of  taking  his  teeth  out  of  his 
head,  without  doiug  him  the  least 
hurt;  they  will  all,  at  my  next 
visit,  be  much  more  easy  and  plea- 
sant with  me  than  Andrew's  cloves 
were  to  him;  and  we  shall  ne  as 
thoroughly  acquainted,  as  if  we 
had  known  one  another  a  twelve- 
month. 

When  I  returned  to  our  mo- 
ther's, I  again  cursed  her,  and  all 
our  nymphs  together,  and  still  re- 
fused to  see  either  Sally  or  Polly. 
I  raved  at  the  horrid  arrest;  and 
told  the  old  draeou,  that  it  was 
lowing  to  her  and  hers,  that  the 
ifairest  virtue  in  the  world  was 
ruined;  my  reputation  for  ever 
blasted;  and  that  I  was  not  mar- 
ried ,  and  happy  in  the  love  of  the 
most  excellent  of  ber  sex. 

She,   to  pacify  me.   said,  she 
would  shew  me  a  n 
would  please  me;   si 
not  see  Sally  who  v 
grief. 

Where  is  this  new  face?  cried 
I:  let  me  see  her,  though  I  shall 
never  see  any  face  with  pleasure 
but  Miss  Harlowe's. 

She  won't  come  down,  replied 
she.  She  will  not  be  at  the  word 
of  command  yet.  She  is  but  just 
in  the  trammels;  and  must  be 
waited  upon,  I'll  assure  you;  and 
courted  much  besides. 

Aye!  said  1,  that  looks  well. 
Lead  me  to  her  the  instant. 

1  followed  her  up:  and  who 
should  she  be ,  but  that  little  toad 
Sally  1 

O  curse  you,  said  I,  for  a  devil  1 
Is  it  you  V   Is  yours  the  new  face? 

0  my  dear ,  dfta.t  Wt.\i(i^<i»R»\ 


V  face  that 
ce  I  would 
B  dying  for 


r 


I 


^ 
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cried  she,  T  am  gliid  any  tiling 
mill  bring  you  to  me!  —  And  so 
tkelittlebeastthrewberaelf  about 
my  neck,  and  tbere  clung  like  a 
cat.  Come,  euid  abe,wbat  will  you 
give  me ,  and  I'll  be  virtuooB  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  and  mimic 
your  ClariBsa  to  the  life? 

In&aSe/fnrded  ail  over.  Iconld 
not  bear  sueb  an  inmilt  apon  tbe 
dear  creatore  (for  1  bare  a  soft 
and  generous  nature  in  tbe  main, 
whatever  thou  thiiikeet:)  aud 
curaed  her  most  devoutly  for 
taking  my  beloved's  name  m  her 
moalh  in  such  a  way.  But  tbe 
little  devil  waB  uot  to  be  balked; 
butfell  a  crying,  sobbing,  pray- 
ing, begging,  exclaiming,  faint- 
ing, that  I  never  saw  my  lovely 
girl  80  well  aped.  Indeed  I  was 
almost  taken  in ;  for  I  could  have 
fancied  I  had  her  before  me  once 

0   thifi   sex!    this  artful 
There's  no  minding  them.  Atfirst, 
indeed,  their  grief  and  their  co 
corn  may  be  real:  hot  give  way 
the  hurricane,  and  it  will  soon  die 
away  in  Boft  murmurB,    trilling 
upon  your  ears  like  the  notes  of  a 
TveU-tuned  viol.    And,  by  Sally, 
one  sees,  that  art  will  generally  so 
well  supply  the  place  of  nature, 
that  you  shall  not  easily  know  the  |     I  am  in  hopes ,  that  the  word  I 
difference.   Mias  Ciarisaa  Harlowe  left,  that  I  am  to  go  out  of  towB 


that,  when  you  did,  you  put  on 
plaguy  grave  airs ;  would  hardly 
stay  five  minutea ;  and  did  nothing 
but  praise  Miss  Uarlowe,  and  la- 
ment her  hard  fate.  In  short,  that 
you  despised  them;  vras  full  of 
sentences;  and  they  doubted  uot, 
in  a  little  while,  would  be  a  lost 
man,  and  maiTy. 

A  pretty  character  for  thee,  ii 
it  not?  Thou  art  in  a  blessed  w 


thou  to  go  through!  If  thoK^ 
tnmest  buck,  tljese  sorcereceeA 
will  be  hke  tbe  Czar's  Cossacks  [at 
Pultowa,  I  think  it  was]  who  w — ^ 
planted  with  ready  primed  e 
cocked  pieces,  behind  the  le^ 
gularsj  in  order  to  shoot  then' 
dead ,  if  they  did  not  push  on,  aw 
conquer;  and  then  wilt  thou  b 
most  lamentably  despised  by  ever] 
harlot  thou  bast  made  —  And ,  6- 
Jack,  how  formidable,  in  mti^ 
will  be  the  number  of  th]F^; 


I  intend  to  regidate  my  motJon* 
by  Will's  intelligence;  foraeethif. 
dear  creature  1  must  and  wilL  Yet£ 
have  promiaedLordM.  to  be  down 
in  twoor  three  days,  at  farthest; 
for  he  is  grown  plaguy  fond  of  mc 


indeed  is  tlie  only 
worldl  believe  that  can  aay,  in  tbe 
words  of  her  favourite  Job,  (for 
I  can  quot«  a  text  as  well  as  she) 

5u(  (■(  is  nut  «n  mlh  me. 

They    were    very    inquisitive 

about  my  fiur-one.  'They  told  me, 

vtiuUyeu  seldom  luune  near  them ; 


will      I 


morning , 
bring  the  lady  back  agaio. 

Meantime  1  thought  I  woatd 
write  to  divert  thee,  while  thoo 
art  of  Buch  importance  shout  tba 
dying;  and  as  Ihy  serrBnt,  it 
seems,  comes  backward  and  iOT- 
ward  every  day,  perhapa  I  iiuq( 
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«end  thee  another  letter  to-mor- 
row, with  the  particulars  of  the 
intfrriew  between  the  dear  crea- 
ture aud  me ,  after  nhtch  mf  aoul 
thirsteth. 


I  tirsT  write  on,  to  divert  my- 
self: for  I  can  cet  no  rest ;  no  re- 
freshing rest.  I  awaked  jnst  now 
in  a  carsed  fright.  How  a  man 
maj  be  affected  by  dreams! 

"Methou^ht  1  bad  an  inl 
with  mj  beloved.  I  fooud  her  all 
goodness ,  condescension,  and  for- 
drenesB.  She  suffered  herselfto 
H  OTErcome  in  my  faronr  by  the 
Wot  iulercessions  of  Lord  M.,  Lady 
Blnlt,  Lady  Betty,  and  my  two 
tonsiiu  Montague,  who  waited 
ipoa  her  m  deep  inonrning;  the 
k^es  with  long  trains  sweeping 
ifter  them;  Lord  M.  in  a  long 
Usdi  mantle  trailing  after  Anu. 
They  told  her  (hey  came  in  these ' 
IDbes  to  exprera  their  sonruw  for 
in  sin*  against  her,  aud  to  im- 
pbreher  to  forgive  me. 

"Imyself,  I  thought,  was  upon 
By  kneee,    with   a  sword 


kind,  offering  either  I 


<  pat  it  up 


a  the  scabbard,   or  to  thrust 
into mv heart,  attsheshonldcom- 
FDaod  the  one  or  the  other, 

"At  that  moment  her  cousin 
Horden,  I  thought,  all  of  a  sud- 
den ,  Sashed  in  through  a  window, 
with  U»  drawn  sword  —  Die, 
Lwrel&ee!  said  be:  this  instant 
^.  Bnd  be  damned,  if  in  earnest 


thou  repairestuot  by  marriage  my 
cousin's  wrongs ! 

"I  was  rising  to  resent  this  in- 
sult, I  thought,  when  Lord  M.  ran 
between  us  with  his  great  black 
mantle,  and  threw  it  over  my 
face:  and  instantly,  my  charmer, 
with  that  sweet  voice  which  has  so 
often  played  upon  my  ravished 
ears,  wrapped  her  arms  round 
me ,  muffled  as  I  was  in  my  lord's 
mautle :  0 ,  spare,  spare  my  Love- 
lace! And  spare.  0  Lovelace, 
my  beloved  cousin  Morden!  Let 
me  not  have  my  distresses  ang- 
mented  by  the  fall  of  either  or 
both  of  those  who  are  so  dear  to 

"At  this,  charmed  with  her 
sweet  mediation,  I  thought  I 
would  have  clasped  her  in  my 
arms:  when  immediately  the  most 
angeUc  form  1  had  ever  beheld, 
all  clod  in  transparent  white,  de- 
scended in  a  cloud,  which  open- 
ing, discovered  a  firmament  above 
it,  crowded  with  golden  cherubs, 
and  ^litterin^  seraphs,  all  ad- 
dressing her  with.  Welcome,  wel- 
come, welcome!  and  encircliog 
my  charmer,  ascended  with  her 
to  the  region  of  seraphints ;  and 
instantly,  the  opened  elond  clos- 
ing, I  lostaight of  AfT,  andofthe 
briyhi  form  together,  and  found 
wrapped  in  my  anns  her  azure 
robe  (all  stuck  thick  with  start  of 
embossed  silver)  which  1  had 
caa^thold  of  in  hopes  of  d«tUB- 
ing  her;  but  was  all  that  wi^  lieft 
me  of  my  beloved  CLariMK.  And 
then,  iborrld  LoreUte!;  IheflMr 
sinking  under  om,  aM  tiie  fima- 
ment  h&d  openeAtBtVi^^VWitf  ■ 
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into  a,  hole  more  iiightful  than 
that  of  Eldeo;  and,  tumbling 
over  und  over  down  it,  without 
view  of  a  bottom ,  I  awaked  in  a 
panic,  and  was  BH  efFectually  dis- 
ordered for  half  an  hour,  aaifmy 
dream  had  been  a  reality." 

Wilt  thou  forgive  me  troublii  .^ 
thee  witli  such  viaionary  etuff? 
Thou  wilt  ace  by  it,  only,  that, 
sleeping  or  waking,  my  Clarissa 


conie  mnniug  hitbi 
that  hia  lady  actually  returned  to 
lier  lodgings  last  night  betweer 
eleven  and  twelve;  and  ia  hot 
therel  though  very  ill. 

1  hasten  to  her.  lint  that  X  nay 
not  add  to  her  indispoaition,  by 
anyroughorboiaterousbehaviouj 
I  wilL  be  aa  eoft  and  as  gentle  a 
the  dove  herself  in  my  addreBses 
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-  Dia- 

efght  when  I'arrived  at  Smith's  — 
The  woman  was  in  the  shop. 

So,  old  acquaintance,  now  do 

you  now?  I  know  my  love  is  above. 

—  Let  her  be  acqaainted  that  I  am 

^Jier^  waitiag  ^sdmiKioa  to  bet 
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presence,  and  can  take  no  denial 


whose  company  she  pleaaesJ: 
and  1  will  not  touch  the  hem  of  het 
garment,  without  her  leave. 

Indeed ,  sir ,  you  are  mistaken. 
The  lady  is  not  in  this  honae,  nw 
near  it. 

I'll  see  that.— Will!  beckoni 
him  to  me,  and  whispering,  g__ 
if  thou  canat  any  way  find  out' 
(without  losing  sight  of  the  dooft' 
lest  she  should  be  below  stain)  a\ 
she  be  in  the  neighbouriiood,  if 
not  within. 

Willbowed,  audwentoff.  Up 
went  I,  without  further  ceremoi^i ' 
attended  now  only  by  the  gooli 

1  went iiito  each  anattment,  i 
cept  that  which  was  to  eked  before 
and  was  now  also  locked;  and! 
called  to  my  Clarissa  in  the  voiCB ' 
of  love;  but  by  the  atili  ailenes  ■ 
convinced  she  was  not  thert. 
,  ou  the  strength  of  my  i» 
telligence,  I  doubted  not  but  slK 

in  went  up  two  pair  of  stairs 
and  looked  round  the  first  lOOmT 

it  no  Miaa  Harlowe. 

And  who,  pray,ia  in  this  room? 

oppineattlic  dooi 

A  widow  gentlev 
Mra.  Lovick. 

1^  dear  Mra.  Lovick!  aaidl 
I  am  intimately  acquainted  irith 
Mrs.  Lovick's  character,  bomzaf 
cousin  John  Belford.  t  must  set 
Mra.  Lovick  by  all  means.  Good 
"ra.  Lovick,  open  the  door. 

She  did. 

Your  servant,  madam.    BaH' 


>r  of  another. 
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hive  heard  my  story.    You  are  i 
admirer    of    the   most  excellent 
vomaa  in  the  world.    Dear  Mia. 
Lovick,  tell  me  what  is  become  of 
her? 

The  poor  lady,  sir,  went  out 
yesterday,  on  purpose  to  avoid 

How  so?  She  knew  not  that  I 
would  be  here. 

She  was  aJTsid  you  would  come 
when  she  heard  you  wore  re- 
covered from  your  illness.  Ah !  sir, 
what  pity  if  ia  that  bo  fine  agen* 
tleman  sboiild  make  Buch  ill  re- 
tnma  for  God's  goodness  to  him ! 

Yoa  are  an  excellent  womsji, 
Mrs.  Lovicfc:  1  know  that,  by  ray 
cousin  John  Belford's  accouot  of 
you:  andMissClartssaHarloweia 
an  angel. 

Miss  Uarlowc  is  indeed  anangel, 
repliedshe:  and  soon  willbecom- 
pai^  for  angels. 

\o  jesting  with  such  a  woman 
as  this.  Jack. 

Tell  me  of  a  truth,  good  Mra. 
l.ov!ck.  where  I  may  see  this  dear 
lady.  UpoumysouJ,! wiUncither 
fright  nor  offend  her.  I  will  only 
heg  of  her  to  hear  me  speak  for 
one  half -quarter  of  an  hour;  and. 
if  she  will  have  it  ao,  Iwill  never 
troable  her  more. 

Sir,  said  the  widow,  it  would  be 
death  for  her  to  see  you.  She  was 
at  home  last  nigbt^  I'll  tell  yoa 
tmth:  but  filtei-  to  be  in  bed  all 
day.  She  eame  home,  she  said,  to 
die;  and  if  she  could  not  a^oid 
your  visit,  she  was  uuable  to  ily 
from  yon;  and  believedsheshould 


Why,  sir,  she  rested  not  two 
hours ,  for  fear  of  you.  Her  fear 
gave  her  strength,  which  she'll 
suffer  for,  when  that  fear  is  over. 
And  finding  herself,  the  more  she 
thought  of  your  visit,  the  less  able 
to  stay  to  receiveit,  she  took  chair, 
and  is  gone  nobody  knows  whither. 
Hut,  1  believe ,  she  intended  to  be 
carried  to  the  water-side,  in  order 
to  take  boat;  for  she  cannot  bear 
acoach.  It eitremelj incommoded 
her  yesterday. 

But  before  we  talk  any  further, 
said  I,  ifshe  be  gone  abroad,  yon 
can  have  no  objection  to  my  look- 
ing into  every  apartment  above 
and  below;  because  I  :un  told  she 
is  actually  m  the  house. 

Indeed,  sir,  she  lis  II nf.  You  may 
satisfy  yourself,  if  you  please; 
but  Mrs.  Smith  and  I  waited  on 
her  to  her  chair.  We  were  forced 
to  support  her,  she  was  so  weak. 
She  said ,  Whither  can  I  go ,  Mrs, 
Lovick?  whither  coii  1  go,  Mrs. 
Smith?  —  Cruel,  cruel  man!  — 
Tell  him  I  called  him  so,  if  he 
come  again!  God  give  him  that 
peace  which  be  denies  me ! 

Sweet  creature!  cried  I,  and 
looked  down,  and  took  out  my 
handkerchief. 

The  widow  wept.  I  wish,  i^ 
she,  1  had  never  known  aoo^- 
leut  a  lady,  and  so  gieaXiw^hmt 
I  love  her  as  my  own  cbildf 

Mrs.  Smith  wept 

I  then  gave  over  Aek^e  ^ 
seciue  her  for  this  tni.  l-^^v^ 


r 


t  night,  Boid  she,  she  tranGcribed 

into  ber   book   a.  meditation  on 

e  jour  persecutinc  her  thiia.   I  have 

F  a  copy  of  it.    If  I  thought  it  would 

-  have  any  effect,  I  woiud  read  it  to 

i  road  it  mjBelf,  TSn. 

1  Lovick. 

She  gave  it  to  me.  It  has  an: 
..  Harlovre- spirited  title:  and  from 
,  a  forgiving  spirit,  intolerable.  I 
B  desired  to  take  it  with  me.    Sha 

-  consented ,  ou  condition  that  i 
a  shewed  it  to  'Squire  Belford.  So 
?  here,  Mr.  'Squire  Belford,  thoa 
,  may'st  read  it  if  thou  wilt. 
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pointment,  and  at  the  account  n 
they  gave  of  her  ill  health. 

Would  to  heaven,  aaid  1,  i 
wouldput  itininy  powertorepair  a 
her  wrongs!   I  have  been  an  un-  h 
grateful  wreteh  to  her.  I  need  not  y 
tell  you,  Mrs.  Lovick,  how  much 
Ihave  injured  her,  nor  how  much  I 
Ehe  Buffers  by  her  relations'  i 
placablenesa.       'Tie   that,    M 
Lovick,  'tis  that  iinplacableness,  t 
Mrs.  Smith,  that  cuts  her  to  the  d 
heart.    Uer  family  is  the  m 
placable  family  on  earth;  and  the  s 
dear  creature,  in  refusing 
me,  and  to  be  reconciled 
shews  her  relationship  to  them  a 
little  too  plainly. 

O,  sir,  said  the  widow,  notoi 
syllable  of  what  yon  say  belongs 
to  this  lady.    I  uevet  saw  so  sweet 
a  creature:  so  edifying  a  pieiy  I \ Deliver  n 
and  one  of  soforgivinea  temper:]  man, 

ehe  is  always  acciLsingherself,  and  I'rexerve  me  from  the  violent  moA, 
eicoaing  her  relations.  And,  as  Who  imagines  misalde fin  kit  tugt, 
to  yon,  sir,  slie forgives  you:  she  He  Aafji  uliarpenedkig  torwue.tS 
wishes  you  well,  and  happier  than  a  serpen!.  Adders'  poison  u  tMd 
you  will  let  her  he.    Why  will  you  his  lips. 

not,  sir,  why  willyounot  let  her      Keep  me,  O  Lord,  from  Iheiam-^^ 
die  in  peace'?  'Tis  all  she  wisheg  oftketoiel-ed.    l^eservemefrimO^ 
for.     You  don't  look  like  a  hard-  vinlent  man  vjIio  has  purpotcd  tt 
hearted  gentleman  I  —  How  can  overlhrota  iny  goings.  • 

you  thus  hunt  and  persecute  a  Hehe-th  Md  a  snare  for  mA.  fi|^_ 
poor  lady,  whom  none  of  herrela-  hath  spreadanet  hg  Ihe  wajf-tiH^ 
tions  will  look  upon!  itmakesmy  Jleb^th  set  gins  for  me  in  OteiH^ 
heart  bleed  for  her.  wherein  I  w<dlced.  ^'^ 

And  then  she  wept  again.  Mrs.  ■  Kee/i  me  from  tki 
Smith  wept  also.  My  seat  grewihath  laidforme,  and  the  ffhu  of 
uneasy  to  me.  I  shifted  to  an-  icorter  u/'imqio'/ji. 
other  several  times;  and  what  The enemgnaikperMeutedn>]IMiitt 
Mrs.  Lovick  farther  said,  ODd]  Ih  holli  stnitlen  my  life  down  to  ilt 
shewed  me,  made  mo  still  more'^rnumi!.  He  halh  made medu>dl» 
uneasy.  [  darkness,  as  timse  that  haoe  betnlong 

Mad  aa  the  poia  lady  V9»laat, dead.  — 


■LAUISSA  T 


^^^Therefireismj/spml'iBerw/ielmed 
^^mSlhm  me.     My  heart  within  me  i 

^[Side  nol  Iks  /<<"  f'-'""  me  in  lh< 

^^■hwioA«n  latn  in  Irouble. 

I  For  my  days  are  cumnimeil  lit: 

imake;  and  my  hones  are  burnt  a, 

Ihekearlh. 

!^  heart  is  smitten  and  tmtherei! 

likegrags;  m  that  I  forget  lo  eat 

bread. 
By    reaam    of  the  voice  of     ^ 

groaning,  my  mines   cleave  to  mil 

I  am  like  apeliran  of  Ike  frilder- 
ness.     lam  Uke  an  oinl  af  the  desert. 

I  vjatch,  and  am  at  a  tparrom 
alone  upon  the  huitselnp.  I  have 
eaten  ashes  like  bread:  and  mingled 
tsy  drink  wi(A  Keeping; 

8eca*ise  oftMne  in^Ugnatian ,  and 
tk;for-^      '     ■'■'■   ' 


_      IT  thou  hast  lifted  i 
tmdeaslmedoten. 

ify  dags  are  lite  a  »haiinie  that 
dedmeli,   and  I  am  tnUhered  like 
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The  gin,  the  snnv,  tbe  n«,nicaii 
matrimony,  I  suppose  —  but  in  it 
a  crime  in  me  to  wiali  to  marry 
her?  Would  any  other  woman 
think itBo?  andcnoosetobeoome 
the  wilderness,  or  a 
lonely  sparrow  on  the  hmise-top, 
rather  than  to  bave  a  mate  that 
would  chirp  about  ber  all  day  and 
alt  night. 

SbeBays.sliehaafnfenfw/ifi/rt'r- 
hread —  a  sad  mistake,  to  be  sure! 
—  and  mingled  her  drink  inth  iccep- 
mff  —  aweet  maudlin  aoul  I  should 
1  gay  of  any  body  coitfesaing  lhi«, 
but  Mise  Uarlowe. 

She  concludes  with  praying, 
that  the  (hsirej!  oftheiaicked  (mean- 
ing poor  me,  I  doubt)  may  not  be 
graiite/l;  that  my  devices  may  nat  be 
furthered,  lest  I  exalt  myself.  I 
should  undoubtedly  exalt  m^Kclf, 
and  with  reason,  could  I  have  thu 
honour  and  the  blesaingof  siicb  n 
wife.  And  if  my  desires  huvu  so 
honourable  an  end,  I  know  not 


By 

a  I  had  read  this  meditation, 
uahecalledit,  Ithinklam  verp' 
nverely  treated  by  the  lady,  if 
the  mean  me  in  all  this.  For  how 
ia  it  thatlam  the  enemii  of  her  soul, 
when  I  love  her  both  soul  and 
body? 

She  says,   that 
man,  fuid  a  a^i'ted man.  —  TbatI 
have  been  BO,  I  own:  butlrepent, 
and  only  wish  lo  ha^e  it  in  my  trarv;  and  thai 
power  to  repair  tbe  injurieal  have  abroad,  and  thri 
doMber.  I    ThoaBccik, ' 


Grant  not,  O  Lord,  the  de.yires  nf  why  I  should  be  called  wiuked. 


i^  why  1  should  not  be  allowed 
to  hope,  that  my  honoat  demces 
may  be  furthered,  that  I  may  exalt 
my  a  elf. 

But  here,  Mrs.  Lovick,  letmQ 
aak ,  as  something  ia  undonbtadh' 
meant  by  the  lonely  sparrow  an  m 
huiise-lnp,  is  not  the  dear  otnimt 
at  this  ver);inEtnnt(tc1liRetn^ 
concealed  in  Mrs.  .'^mltb'a  iH- 
loft?  —  What  May  ytm.,  Ibr- 
Lovick?  What  say  ytn^  Ibi 
Smith,  to  this? 

They   nsBUrod  in*  It^b  ^^ 
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fain  have  diverted  the  chagrin  inLondonaiidWestHiinBter,^ 
given  me, not  only  bj  the  women's;  thei'e  were  prayers  or  service 
talk,  but  by  this  coUectioo  of  fromaun-rise toBun-8et,andhaimt 
scripture  texts  drawn  up  in  arta^  their  house  like  a  ghost,  till  I  had 
agamstme.  Several  orter  whimsi-  the  opportunity  my  soul  pant«d 
cal  and  light  thincs  I  said  [all  I  stiter. 

had  for  itlj  with  the  same  view:  This  Ibid  them  tell  her.  And 
but  the  Widow  would  not  let  me  thus  ended  our  serious  ooov 
come  off  BO.  She  stack  to  mo;  tion. 
and  gave  me,aal  told  thee,  agood  I  took  leave  of  them,  and  went 
dealofuneasiueas,  by  her  sensible  down-,  and  stepping  into  my  cbair^ 
and  aeriouG enpofitulations.  Mtb., caused  myself  to  be  carried  to 
Smith  put  in  now-and-then;  and  Lincoln'sinn;  and  walked  in  "  ' 
thetwoJack-puddenfellows, John  gardens  till  chapel  was  openea; 
and  Joseph,  not  being  present,  I  and  then  I  went  in   and  atayei 


■  provocation 


conversation  into  a  farce;  and, 
last,  they  both  joined  warmly 
endeavour  to  prevail  upon  me 
give  up  all  thoughts  of  seeing  the 
lady.     But  1   could  not  hear   of 
that.  On  the  contrary,  I  beaoughl 
Mrs.  Smith  to  let  me  have  one  ol 
her  rooms  but  till  I  could  see  heri 
and  were  it  but  for  one,  two,  oi 
three  days,  I  would  pay  a  year's 
rent  for  it;  and  quit  it  at  the  mo- 
ment the  interview  "   ' 


prayers,  in  hopes  of  seeing  th4 


creature  enter:  but  to  uor 
purpose;  and  yet  I  prayed  n 
devoutly  that  she  might  be  con- 
ducted thither ,  either  by  my  gooA 
angel  or  her  own.  Andiodeedl 
buni  more  than  ever  with  inb 
patience  to  be  once  more  permit- 
ted to  kneel  at  the  feet  of  tim 
adorable  woman.  And  had  I  met' 
,  or  espied  her  in  the  chapd,  It 
ly  firm  belief,  that  1  should  ni  " 

. _   .         ..   _   _ 'e  been  able  (though  it  b*--^ 

they  desired  to  be  excused;  and  been  in  the  midst  of  the  sacred  o£- 
were  sure  the  lady  wouldnot come' fice,  and  in  the  presence  of  thoiH 
to  the  house  till  I  was  gone,  were  sands)  to  have  forborne  prOBtrftt 
it  for  a  niuii!/i.  tion  to  her,  and  even  clamoroof 

This  pleased  me:  for  I  found  supplication  for  her  forffioenetl:  • 
they  din  not  think  her  so  very  ill  Christian  aetj  the  eierdse  of  it 
as  they  would  have  me  believe  her  therefore  worthy'of  the  place. 
to  be;  bat  1  took  no  notice  of  the  After  service  was  over  I  ate, 
slip,  iaecause  1  would  not  guard  into  my  chair  again,  and  ones 
them  against  more  of  the  like.  more  was  carried  to  smith's,  ift 

In  short,  I  told  them,  I  munt  and  hopes  I  might  have  HUrprised  bet 
muuld  see  her;  but  that  it  should  there:  but  no  such  happiness  for 
be  with  all  the  respect  and  vene-  thy  friend.  1  stayed  in  the  back- 
ration  that  heart  could  pay  to  ex-  shop  an  hour  and  an  half  by  my 
ccllcnce  like  hers:  and  that  I  watch:  and  again  underwent  K 
would  goroaad  to  all  the  chorcbeB  good  deal  of  preachment  from  thft 
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women.    John  was  mainly  civil  to  letter  Lvra. 

me  now;  won  over  a  littfe  by  my      „,,  B^|f„,,  ,„  B„bort  L«Tei«,e,  E.^. 

Mnoos  talk,  and  the  honour!  pro- 

fewed  for  the  Jady.     They  all  Tnnid.y.  Aug.  a». 

three  wiahed  matters   conld   be      I  jute  been  under  snch  concern 

made  np between  ns:  butetillin-  for  the  poor  man,    whose  eiit  I 

noted  that  she  could  never   get  ahnost  hourly  expect,  and  at  the 

ovar  her  iUneao,  and  that  her  heart  shocking  scenes  his  illness  and  his 

waa  broken.    A  cue,  I  suppose, ' agonies  exhibit,  that  I  have  been 

they  had  from  you.  jonly  able  to  make  memoranda  of 

Whilel  was  there,  aletterwaa  the  melancholy  passages,  from 
brought  by  a  particular  hand.  I  which  to  draw  up  a  more  perfect 
They  seemed  very  solicitous  to  account,  for  the  mstruction  of  us 
hide  it  from  me;  which  made  me  all,  when  the  writing  appetite 
raspect  it  nas  for  her.  1  desired  shall  return, 
to  be  suffered  to  cast  an  eye  upon  I  «         *         * 

the  seal,  and  the  superscription:  Iris  returned!  Indignation  has 
promising  to  give  it  hack  to  them  revived  it,  on  receipt  of  thylettera 
Duopened.  of  Sunday    and  yesterday,   bv 

Looking  upon  it ,  T  told  them  I '  which  1  have  reason  to  reproaco 
knew  the  band  and  seal.  It  was  thee  in  very  serious  terms  that 
from  her  sister.*  And  1  hoped  thou  hast  not  kept  thy  honour 
it  would  bring  her  news  that  she  with  me:  and  if  thy  breach  of  it  be 
would  be  pleased  with.  i  attended  with  such  effects ,  as  I 

They  joined  most  heartily  in|fear,  it  will  be,  I  shall  let  thee 
the  same  hope:   and   giving  the. know  more  of  my  mind  on  this 
letter  to  them  again,  I  civilly  took  head. 
my  leave,  and  went  away.  If  thon  would'st  be  thonght  in 

But  I  will  be  there  agfu'n  pre-  earnest  in  thy  wiaboa  to  move  the 
sently;  for  I  fancy  my  courteous  poor ladv in  thyfavour,  thyludi- 
behaviour  to  these  women  will,  on  crons  behaviour  at  Smith's,  when 
their  report  of  it,  procure  me  the  I  it  comes  to  be  represented  to  her, 
favour  I  BO  earnestly  covet.  And  I  will  have  a  very  ronsislfnt  ap- 
aolwill  leavemy  Irtter unBealed,|pearaDce,  willitnot?  —  It  will, 
to  tell  tbeo  the  event  of  my  nextjindeed,confirm  her  in  her  opinion, 
visit  at  Smith's.  that  the^^ai^eis  more  to  be  wished 

*        *         *  for,    by  one   of  her   serions  and 

Tnr  servant  jnst  calling  I  send  pious  turn,  than  a  Jiushnnii  inca- 
thee  this:  and  will  soon  follow  it'pable  either  of  reflection  or  re- 
by  another.  Meantime,  I  long  to  morse;  just  recovered  as  thou  art 
bear  how  poorBelton  is:  to  whom  from  a  aangerous,  at  least  a  sharp 
my  beat  wishes.  I  illness. 

I  am  eitrcmeiy  concerned  for 
*  80S  Letter  iiviti.  !the  poor  unprotectwi  isA^. 
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was  so  excoasivcly  low  sdiI  we 
on  Satarday.  that  1  could  not 
sdmitted  to  her  speech :  and  to  be 
driven  oub  of  her  lodginga ,  when 
it  waa  fitter  for  lier  to  oe  in  oed,  is 
Buch  a  piece  of  cruelty,  tia  he  only 
could  be  guilty  of ,  who  could  act 
lis  thou  hast  done,  by  auch  an 
angel. 

Canst  thou  thyself  say,  on  re- 
flection, that  it  lias  not  the  look  of 
a  wicked  and  hardened  sportive- 
ncGS  in  thee,  for  the  eake  of  a 
nanton  humour  only  (since  it  can 
answer  no  end  that  thoupropoaest 
to  thyself,  but  the  direct  contrary) 
to  hunt  from  place  to  place  a  poor 
lady,  who  like  a  harmleGs  deer 
that  has  already  a  barbed  shaft  ii 
her  breast,  seeks  only  a  refugi 
from  tiiee  in  the  shades  of  death' 

But  I  will  leave  this  matter  upor 
thy  own  conscience,  to  paint  tnei 
such  a  scene  from  my  memoranda, 
aB  thou  perbaps  wilt  be  moved  by 
more  effectually  than  by  any 
Other:  because  it  is  such  a  one,  as 
thou  thyself  must  one  day  be  a| 
principal  actor  in,  and,  as  I. 
thongbt,  hadst  very  lately  in  ap-! 
prehension;  and  is  the  last  scene; 
of  oneof  thy  tnoslintimatefriends,! 
who  has  been,  for  the  four  past 
days,  labouriue  in  tlie  agonies  of' 
death.  For,  Lovelace,  let  this 
truth,  this  undoubted  truth,  be 
1  all 


at  the  end  oi  its  longest  date, 


Thou  kaowest  by  Toorvillo 
what  we  bad  done  as  to  the  poor  ' 
man's  worldly  affairs;  and  that  we 
had  got  his  unhappy  sister  to  come 
and  live  with  him  (little  did  we 
think  him  so  very  near  his  end:) 
and  so  J  will  proceed  to  t^l  thee^ 
that  wben  I  arrived  at  bis  hoDBd 
on  Saturday  night,  I  found  h 
excessively  ill :  but  just  raised  ami 
in  Ills  elbow-chair,  heidupbyhi* 
nurse  and  Mowbray  (the  rooghesl 
and  most  untouched  creature  tJifti 
ever  entered  a  sick  man's  cham-~ 
her);  while  the  maid  servants  werff 
trymgto  make  that  bed  easier  foi 
him  which  he  was  to  return  to;  hit 
mind  ten  times  uneasier  thanttutt 
could  be,  and  the  true  cause  that. 
the  down  was  no  softer  to  bin 

He  had  so  much  longed  t 

me,  as  I  was  told  by  hie  i 

(whom  I  sent  for  down  to  inqnim' 
howhewaa),  that  they  all  rejoiceff 
when  1  entered;  here,  said  How-' 
bray,  here,  Tom,  is  honest  Jaol^ 
Belford! 

Where,  where?  said  the  poof 

I  hear  his  voice,  cried  Mow-' 
bray :  he  is  coming  up  stairs. 

Inatransport  of  joy,  hewonli: 
haveraiaedtumselfntmyentratieBf. 
but  bad  liked  to  have  pitched  out' 
of  the  chair:  and  when  recovered' 
called  me  his  best  frieodl  t._. 
kindest  friend!  but  burst  outintdj 
aflood  of  tears:  O,  Jack!  0,BeK' 
ford!  saidhe,  see  the  waylamni" 
See  how  weak!  So  inutA,  andM 
su>m  redncedl  do  you  know  mer 
do  you  know  your  poor  friend 
Belton? 

You  are  not  au  tmisk  altered^ 


^■dearBelton,  asjou  think  you 
(R,  But  I  see  you  are  weak; 
T«y  weak  —  and  I  am  aori^ 
for  it. 

Weak ,  weak ,  indi;ed,  my  dear- 
est Bclford,  said  he,  and  weaker 
in  mind  if  possible ,  than  in  body ; 
and  wept  bitterly  ^  or  I  should 
uot  thus  auman  myself.  I ,  who 
never  feared  any  lhiitg,to  be  forced 
tu  shew  myself  JBuch  a,  numiingl  — 
I  am  quite  ashamed  of  myaeltl  — 
But  don't  despise  me;  dear  Bel- 
intd,  don't  despise  me,  1  beseech 

r  honoured   a  man  that 

]  for  the  distresses  of 

!r  ahall,  said  I;  and 

K  a  one  cauuot  be  insensible  of 


H.iltLOWE. 


127 


How,  said  the  brutal  Mowbray, 
lio  i  think  thee  insufferable,  Jack. 
iJiirpoor  friend  is  already  a  ^eg 
too  low;  and  here  thou  art  letting 
him  dowu  lower  and  lower  stilE 
Tbia  soothing  of  him  in  his  de- 
jecled  moments,  and  joining  thy 
Komauish  tears  ivith  his  ia  not  the 
wav:  1  am  aure  it  is  not.  If  our 
ere  here  he'd  tell  tliee 

toaftrt&n  impenetrable  crea- 
_  replied  I ;  unfit  to  be  present 
f  scene,  the  terrors  of^  which 
"t  odt  be  able  to  feel  til! 
, . .  lest  tbem  in  thyself;  and 
I,  if  thou  hasl  time  for  feeliiuj, 
Jife  foi  thine,  thou  behavest  as 
hlly,  OS  those  tbou  thiukest 
Ipitifnl. 

a  turning  to  the  poor  sick 


man,  Tears,  my  dear  Belton,  are 
no  si^na  of  an  tmrnmil;/,  but,  con- 
trariiy,  of  abumane nature,  they 
ease  the  overcharged  heart,  which 
would  burst  but  for  that  kindly 
and  natural  relief. 


WbitperM  iL  a'gr-fraug!.l  iean,  o»il  biii, 

Iknow,  my  dear  Belton,  thou 
usedst  to  take  pleasure  in  repeti- 
tions from  the  poets;  but  thon 
must  be  tasteless  of  their  beauties 
uowi^etbo  not  diacomitenanced 
by  this  uncouth  and  unreflecting 
Mowbray,  for,  as  Juvenal  says, 
Tears  are  the  prerogative  ofman- 

'Tia,  at  least,  seasonably  said, 
my  dear  Belford.  It  is  kind  to 
keep  ine  in  countenance  for  this 
leiimanish  weakiiesx,  as  Mowbray 
has  been  upbraidingly  calling  it, 
ever  since  lie  has  been  with  me: 
and  in  so  doiii^  (whatever  I  might 
have  thought  in  such  hi^h  health 
as  he  enjoys)  has  convinced  me, 
that  bottle  friends  feel  nothing 
but  what  moves  in   that  little 

Well,  well,  uroeeed  in  your  own 
way,  Jack.  I  love  my  friend  Bel- 
ton  as  well  as  you  can  do ;  yet  for 
the  blood  of  me,  I  cannot  but 
think,  that  soothing  a  man's 
weakness  is  incroaaing  it 

If  it  be  a  weakness,  to  be 
touched  at  sreat  and  concerning 
eventa,  in  which  our  humanity  is 
concerned,  saidl,  thoumayeatbe 
right. 

1  have  seen  many  a  man,  said 
tLe  rough  creature,  going  up  Hoi- 


r 

I 

I 
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bom-Hill,  that  has  bebaved  more 
likeaman  than  either  of  yon. 

Ay,  but  Mowbray,  replied  the 
poor  man,  those  wretches  have 
not  had  their  minda  enervated  by 
HUch  infirmitiea  of  body  aa  I  have 
long  laboured  under,  Tliou  nrt  a 
shoekinff  fellow,  and  ever  wert^ 
but  to  be  able  to  remember  no- 
thing in  these  moments,  but  what 
reproaches  me,  and  to  know  that 
I  cannot  hold  it  long,  and  irhat 
may  Oien  be  my  lot,  if  —  but  inter- 
nipting  himself,   and  tnrning  to 


Mowbray  ait  indifferent  enough 
tothepangsof adying  friend,  to 
laugh  at  UB  both. 

The  hardened  fellow  then 
tired  with  the  air  of  aLoveh 
only  more  stupid;   yawning  and 
Btretchinr,  instead  of  hutnming  a 
tune,  as  Ulou  didst  at  Smith's. 


THE  mSTORl-  OF 


low,  that  he  could  not  bear  the  fa- 
tigue and  fainted  awa^^  and  1 
verily  tboTight  was  quite  ^ 
But  recovering,  and  his  doctor 
coming,  and  advising  to  keep  him 
quiet,  I  retired  and  Joined  Mow- 
bray in  the  garden;  who  took 
more  delight  to  talk  of  the  living 
Lovelace  and  his  levities,  than  of 
the  dying  Belton  and  his  repeD- 
tance. 

I  Just  saw  him  again  on  Satur- 
day night  before  1  went  to  bed; 
which  1  did  early;  for  I  was  a 
feited  with  Mowbray's  frothy 
sensibility,    and    could  not  beariarmB  — Come 
'"--7  Helford, 


of,  that  a  man  who  had  lived 
such  strict  terms  of—  what  shallj 
I  call  it?  with  another;  theproo"' 
does  not  come  out  so,  as  to  saj,. 
friendship;  who  had  pretended  »1 
much  love  for  him;  could  not. 
bear  to  be  out  of  his  company;^ 
would  ride  an  hundred  miles  asj 
end  to  enjoy  it;  and  would  figUl 
for  him ,  be  the  cause  rigU  01 ' 
et  now  could  be  so  littlt 
see  him  in  euch  misery 
of  body  and  mind,  as  to  be  ableta 
rebuke  him ,  and  rather  ridieub 
than  pity  him,  because  he  wal 
more  affected  by  what  he  felt, 
than  be  had  seen  a  malefactor 
(hardened  perhaps  b^  liquor,  and- 
not  softened  by  prevmus  sicknen) 
on  bis  going  to  execution. 

This  strongly  reminded  me  of 
what  the  divine  Miss  Harloitfr 
once  said  to  me,  talking  of  frioni 
ship,  and  what  my  friendship  lo 
you  required  of  me:  'Depend  oDW 
it,  Mr.  Belford,'  said  she,  <thtf 
one  day  you  will  be  convincs^ 
that  what  you,  call  friendship  )* 
chaff  and  stubble;  and  that  no- 
thing   is  worthy   of  that  saored 


Sunday  morning  I  waa  Cttllei 
up  at  sii  o'clock,  at  the  pooe 
man's  earnest  request,  snd  found 
him  in  a  teniblc  agony.  0,  Jackl 
Jack  I  said  he,  looking  wUd^  U 
if  he  had  seen  a  spectre  —  CoW 
reaching    out   boA,' 

)!— Deai;, 

lel    Thn 
Jtisfluchabomdthingtothiukiclaaping  my  anq  with  bo^.lj 


tl'Kt. 
11,/-  '.•  AU- 
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lands,  and  rearing  up  his  head  tr-  uur.  nuv-  ■»^:,^ 

irardsme,  his  eyesstraDgelyrol-  :rrif:*  i- 

ing,  Save  me!  dearBelfordl  sav  iruu  um- !•  •■-..- 
me!  repeated  he.  '  u«-v  *;    u.- 

I  put  my  other  arm  about  hiu.  njjjj;    ■    -    r  .      r 

—  Save  you  from  what ,  inv  dear  uw  w-iu   .cv     ..-      ..     ... 

Belton!    said  I.    Save  vou  froii  upvj  r.n-    <;   .    •..,■  .. ,  . 

what?    Nothing  shall  turt  vol  ti-i*  :r»»;ti-.-    p*..   .     ....  ^. 

What  must  I  save  you  from  r  ii  t  ju':i'  j; v    j..    .■ ^ 

Recovering  from  his  terror.  L*   ujri   s,    j*-f->-     i*.:..    ,,**.    .-■ 
sunk   down  again.     0  save  ui<   u*rj.   xTr^riM./,-  },- 
from  myself!  said  he.    Savt-  m*-  in;-  wiei.-Ti- 
from  my  own  reflections.     V  dear 
Jack!  what  a  thing  it  is  to  dif:  '^.;';"':    ',1.  ■;";'..  .r,^ 
and  not  to  have  one  comfortabU  »^" 

reflection  to  revolve!  Whatwoult;  '''^  "■""   *    •"--« 
Iffive  for  one  year  of  my  past  *"' 

life?  —  only  one  year  —  and  to  ii  tin  ai«^i 
have  the  same  sense  of  things  that  wa^  ui'^ujoim* 
I  now  have  ?  \  o  ii  •    j  n  «2«.; j 

I  tried  to  comfort  him  as  well  at  ilarnivkt 
I  could:    but  free-livers  to  frfi*:    na'    lms*: 
livers  are  sorry  death-bed  com    niao<   t 
forters.  witi    mm-- 

He  broke  in  upon  me ;  0 .  in  v  o*  j^.;^  ^^^ 
dear  Belford,  said  he,  I  am  toid  wa  •  ^#  ^■ 
land  have  heard  you  ridiculed  io;  V'  u«« 

it)  that  the  excellent  Miss  Hut    uK^tr^ 

lowe  has  wrought  a  conversion  n.  auoAiMi^^^^ 
you.     May  it  be  so!  You  ar*-  i.  ui«x     « 
man  of  sense:   0  may  it  be  b'>    ^v^..^^^ 
Now  is  your  time  I    Now,  that  y  ot 
are  in  full  vigour  of  mind  and  bouy 

—  But  your  poor  Belton ,  ai# 
your  poor  Belton  kept  hiu  viv^.- 
till  they  left  him  —  and  w*  tw 
miserable  e£Pects  in   debiliiv  <■ 
mind   and    despondency!     V'l^r-., 
Mowbray  here,    and  wer»-  j»*-  m^s.       _ 

lauoh  at  me,  I  would  own.  tua!  ytk^^  ...^  ''® 

is  the  cause  of  my  despaij    -  ^mmHHggt^^^  -"  i^t. 

God's  Jujtii'ce  cannot  let  hi>j  mm ^ggigfg^^'^ 

operate  for  my  comfort :  i*- .  *ri^  ..^j^j    '  .^  v\^ 

I  have  been  very ,  ven  mim^^^f  ^^^ 

Clarissa,  J\\ 


*j» 
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hiapaat mia-epcnt  life;  hia  actions 
of  ofience  to  helpless  inuocentB; 
in  Hias  Harlowe  s  case  particu- 
lailj;  what  then  will  he  think  of 
himself,  or  of  his  paat  actiona? 
His  mind  debilitated;  his  strength 
turned  into  weakness;  unable  to 
stir  or  to  move  without  help; 
not  one  ray  of  hope  darting  in 
upon  hia  benighted  soul ;  his  con- 
Bcience  standing  in  the  place  of  a 
thouaand  witneaaea:  hia  paina  ex- 
cruciating! weary  of  tne  poor 
remnant  of  life  "he  drags,    yet 


tend,  as  occasions 
wrongs  we  did  to  the  pers(M 
whom  we  had  before  injured  J 
their  dearest  relations.  But  yflt 
flatter  myaelf  sometiines,  that 
have  teas  to  answer  for  than  eillif^ 
LoTcIace  or  Mowbray;  for  1, 1 
taking  to  myself  that  aconi' 
deceiver  from  whom  thorn  I 
freed  me  (and  who  for  yean,  i 
known  to  me,  waa  Telalialay  tn 
my  imn  head  aome  of  the  eviw 
had  brought  upon  others),  andM 


(h'eadine;  that,  in   a  few  sbortitiring,  and  living  nitj)  her  u 


hours,  his  bad  will  be  cbanged 
worse,  nay,  to  worst  of  aiT;  ai 
that  worst  of  all,  to  last  beyond 
time  and  to  all  eternity ;  0,Jack! 
what  will  he  then  think  of  the 
poor  transitory  grati6 cations  of 
sense  which  now  engage  all  hia 
attention?  Tell  him,  dearBelford, 
tell  him,  how  happy  he  is,  if  he 
knows  bis  own  happiness;  how 
happy,  compared  to  hia  poor 
dying  friend,  that  he  has  re- 
covered from  his  illoeaa,  and  has 
still  an  opportunity  lent  him,  for 
which  I  would  give  a  thousand 
■worlds,  had  I  them  to  give ! " 

I  approved  exceedingly  of  his 
reflections,  as  suited  to  his  present 
ciicumstances:  and  inferred  con- 
solations to  him  from  a  mind  so 
properly  (ouched. 

He  proceeded  in  the  like  peni- 
tent strain.  I  have  lived  a  very 
wicked  life:  ao  have  weall.  We 
have  never  made  a  conacience  of 
doing  whatever  miachief  either 
force  or  fraud  enabled  us  to  do. 
We  have  laid  anarcs  for  the  iono- 
eeatheati;  and  have  uot  scrupled 


wife,  was  not  party  to  half  1 


committed.  As  to  the  ungrate! 
Thomusine,!  hope  I  have  met  wil 
my  punishment  in  her.  But  HO 
withstanding  this,  dost  thon 
tbink,  that  .■iin-li  an  action  — : 
xiich  an  action  —  and  surh 
action;  [and  then  he  recapiti 
luted  several  enormities,  in  tf'"^ 
perpetration  of  which  (led  onl 
false  bravery,  and  the  beat 
youth  and  wine)  we  have  all  ba 
concerned]  dost  thou  not  thn 
that  these  villaiuiea  (let  me  a 
them  now  by  (heir  proper  nan 
joined  to  the  wilful  and  gloried- 
neglect  of  every  duty  that  O 
better  sense  and  educatjoD  goi 
us  to  know  were  required  Si: 
as  men  and  Christians,  ate  • 
enough  to  weigh  down  my  so 
into  aespondeucy?  —  Indeed,! 
deed,  they  are!  andnowtoho] 
for  mercy;  and  to  depend  Up) 
the  efficacy  of  that  gracioui  i 
tribute,  when  that  no  less  shinii 
of  justice  forbids  me  to  hop 
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head  from  him,  Ah,  Dick!  [said 
h6|  these  are  not  the  reflectioua  of 
a  dying  man!  —  What  thou  wilt 
one  day  feel,  if  it  be  wbut  Inow 
feel,  will  convince  tbee ,  that  the 
evila  before  thee,  and  with  thee, 
are  more  than  the  effects  of  imagi- 
nation. 

I  was  called  twice  oo  Sunday 
night  to  him;  for  the  poor  fellow, 
when  his  reflections  on  his  past 
life  annoy  him  most,  is  a&aid  of 
being  left  with  the  woi 
his  eyes,  they  IcU  me,  huatand 
roll  about  for  me.  Where's  Mr. 
BelfordV  —  But  I  shall  tire  him 
out,  cries  he  —  yet  begofhimto 
step  to  me — yet  don't  —  yet  do; 
were  once  the  doubting  and 
changeful  orders  he  gave;  and 
they  called  me  accordingly. 

But.  alas!  what  could  Belfoid 
dofornim?  Belford,  who  had  been 
but  too  often  the  companion  of  his 
guilty  hours;  who  wants  merey 
as  much  as  he  does,  and  is  unable 
to  promise  it  to  hintself,  though 
'tis  all  he  can  bid  his  poor  friend 
rely  upon. 

What miscteantsarewe!  What 
figures  shall  we  make  in   t' 
terrible  hours ! 

If    Miss    Hablowe's    g!oi 
example-,   on   one  hand,   and  the 
terrors  of  this  poor  man's  last 
on  the  other,  affect  me  not,  1 

be  abandoned  to  perdition' 

fear  thou  wilt  be.ifthoubenefitest 
not  thyself  ftom  both. 

Among  the  consolatory  things  1 
urged,  when  I  was  caUed  up  the 
last  time  on  Sunday  night,  Ifold 
him,  that  ho  must  not  absolutely 
gire  himaeii  up  to  despaii:  that 


Of  I 

many  of  the  apprehensions  be  w«* 
under ,  were  such  as  the  best 
must  have,  on  the  dreadful  ut 
tainty  of  what  was  to  succee 
this  life.  'Tis  well  observed, 
I,  by  a  poetical  divine,  who  ws 
excellent  Christian,*  that 


About  eight  o'clock  yesterd^ 
(Monday)  morning,  I  found  him'^ 
little  calmer.  He  asked  me  wh^ 
was  the  author  of  the  two  lines. 
had  repeated  to  him;  and  toai 
me  speak  them  over  a^ain.  A  ta 
relmue, indeed!  said  thepoormal 
And  then  expressing  his  hopelBM 
uess  of  life ,  and  his  terrors  at  lb 
thoughts  of  dying;  and  drawiiij 
from  theace  terrible  couclouoa 
with  regard  to  his  future  state 
There  is,  said  1 ,  such  a  nofurd 
aversion  to  death  in  human  nature 
that  you  are  not  to  ima^nfl 
that  von,  my  dear  Belton,  ar 
singular  in  the  fear  of  it,  and  k 
the  apijrebensions  that  fill  th 
thoughtful  mind  upon  its  I 
proachj  but  you  ought,  asmu 
aspossible,  to  separate  those  r 
liiTol  fears  which  all  men  mi 
have  on  so  solemn  an  occaiioa 
from  those  particular  ones  whici 
your  justly  apprehended  unfitnei 
filU  you  with.  Mr.  Pomfret,  i 
his  Prospect  of  Death,  whioii 
dipped  into  last  night  from  a  oa 
lection  in  your  closet,  and  which 
put  into  my  pocket,  says  [and 
turned  to  the  place] 
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Ipomfret,  therefore, 
i,  bad  such  apprehend 
Uirk  state  as  joubave : 
jllent  divinel  hinted  atlaat 
krho  had  vary  little  ehe  but 
frailties  to  reproach  him~ 
2),  and  whose  misceilunies 
to  my  hands  among  mj 
Imoka  in  my  attendance 
ax  in  biB  last  hours,  aaya, 


He  Ihall  be  elernil; ,  and  II 
live— IhaaknoWitDDt 

vnpt  op  inclondJ,  as  Iflo 
17  knowledge  b^d  uitipBthy. 
bHowb,  what  I  repeated, 


a  thing  to  human  nature,  thaiffoe 
will  be  startled  at  it,  whM 
it  be  to  one  who  bas  lived  4 
life  of  Bonae  and  appetite;   i 

er  reflected  npon  the  end  wbi<^ 

low  am  within  view  of? 

What  conldlsay  tooninference 

fairly  drawn?  Mercy,  mercy, 
unbounded  mercy,  was  atill  my 
plea,  though  his  repeated  oppo- 
sition of  juslice  toil,  in  a  manner 
silenced  that  plea:  and  what 
tvould  I  have  given  to  have  had 
rise  to  my  mind,  one  good,  one 
eminently  good  action  to  have 
remembered  him  of,  in  order  to 
combat  his  fears  with  it. 

IbeUeve,  Lovelace,  I  shall  tire 
thee ,  and  that  more  with  the  sub- 
ject of  my  letter,  than  even  with 
the  length  of  it.  But  reijly,  1 
think  thy  spiritfl  are  so  offenaively 
up  since thyrecovcry;thatI ought, 
as  the  melancholy  subjects  offer, 
to  endeavour  to  reduce  thee  to  the 
standard  of  humanity,  by  ex- 
patiating upon  them.  And  then 
thou  canst  not  but  be  curious  to 
know  every  thing  that  concerns 
the  poor  man,  for  whom  thou  hast 
always  expressed  a  great  regard. 
I  will  therefore  proceed  as  I  have 
begun.  If  tbou  likest  not  to  read 
'■    "  "    la^itby,  if  thou  wilt,  till 


[  my  dearBelford  [inferred 
lappy  deep  thinker]  what 
eatnrea  does  thia  convince 
toortals  are  at  'f-/'— But 

must  be  the 

^. .  lieate  as  I,  who  by  a 

nc^ed    life    have    added 

force    to   these   natural 

VdUth  be  io  repagnant 


the  like  circumstances  befal  thee, 
till  like  reflections  from  those  cir- 
cumetances  aeize  tbee,  and  then 
take  it  up,  and  compare  the  two 
cases  together. 

At  hia  earnest  request ,  I  sat  up 
with  him  last  ni^ht;  and,  poor 
mani  it  is  impossible  to  telltbee^ 
bow  eaay  and  safeVetiiuiTi^'Oi&a^ 
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Bclf  in  my  compauy,  for  [the  first 
partofthenight:  Adrowningman 
wUl  cateh  at  astraiB,  the  proverb 
well  says:  anil  a  straw  was  I,  with 
respect  to  any  real  help  I  could 
give  him.  He  often  awaked  in 
terrors;  and  once  calling  out  for 
me,  Dear  Belford,  said  he,  where 
are  you?  —  Oh!  there  you  ai-e! — 
Give  me  your  friendly  handl  — 
Then  grasping  it,  and  patting  his 
clainmy,half  coldlips  toit — How 
kind!  —  I  fear  every  thing  when 
you  a^e  absent.  But  the  presence 
ofafriend,  a  sympathising  friend 

—  oh !  how  comfortable ! 

But  about  four  in  the  morning 
he  frighted  me  much:  he  waked 
with  fliree  terrible  groans;  and 
endeavoured  to  speak,  but  could 
not  presently  —  and  when  he  did, 

—  Jack,  Jack,  Jack,  five  or  sis 
times  repeated  he  as  quick  as 
thought,  now,  now,  now,  save  me, 
save  me,  save  me  —  1  am  going  — 
going,  indeed! 

1  threw  my  arms  about  him,  and 
raised  bim  up  on  his  pillow,  as  he 
was  sinking  (as  iftoliide  himself) 
in  the  bed-clothes  —  and  staring 
wildly,  Where  am  I?  said  he,  a 
little  recoverins.  Did  you  not  see 
him?  turning  his  head  this  way 
and  that;  horror  in  his  counten- 
ance;  Didyounot  seehim? 

See  whom,  see  what,  my  dear 
Helton! 

O  lay  me  upon  the  bed  again! 
cried  he.  —  Let  me  not  die  upon 
the  floor !  —  Lay  me  down  gently 
and  stand  hyme!— Leavemenot 

—  All,  all  wilt  soon  be  over! 
You    are    already,    my    dear 

Beltoa,  upon  the  bed.    You  have 


not  been  upon  the  floor.    This 
a  Btroog  delirium;  you  are  faint 
for  want  of  refreshment  [for  hehaii 
"refused  several  times  to  take . — 
Lhing];    let  me  persuade  vou 
take  some  of  this  cordial  julep, 
will  leave  you,   if  you  will 

He  then  readily  took  it;  bn 
said  he  could  have  sworn  th 
Tom  Metcalfe  had  been  in  tl 
room,  and  had  draws  him  onti 
bed  by  the  throat,  upbraiding  hi 
with  the  injuries  heliad  first  doi 
his  sister,  and  then  him,  in  ti 
duel  to  which  he  owed  that  tef 
which  cost  him  his  life. 

Thou  knoweet  the  story,  Lova 
lace,  too  well,  to  need  my  repeat 
ingit:  but,mercj  on  UB,if  intb< 
terrible  moments  all  the  evils  ' 


The  doctor  ordered  him  1 
opiate,  this  morning  early,  whit 
operated  so  well,  that  Ue  doii 
and  slept  several  boors  moi 
quietly  tnan  he  had  done  for  tl 
two  past  days  and  nights,  thou; 
he  had  sleeping  draughts  gin 
him  before.  But  it  is  more  u 
more  evident  every  hoar,  Ujl 
nature  is  almoiit  worn  out  in  hin 

Mowbray,  quite  tired  with  tb 
houseof mourning,  intends tos 
out  in  themomiugtofindjou.  I 
was  not  a  little  rejoiced  to  neaijri 


rWe  i 


He  has  just  taken  leave  of  bii 
poor  friend,  intending  to  go  aw&y 
ettrly:  an  everlasting  leave,!  maj 
venture  to  say;  tor  I  think  he 
will  hardly  live  till  t 
night, 

i  believe  the  poor  roan  would 
not  have  been  sorry  had  he  U 
him  when  I   arrived;    for  'tis 
ehocking  creature,  and  enjoys  t< 
strong  health  to  know  how  to  pity 
the    Bick.     Then   (to  borrow   an 
observation  from  thee)  he  has,  by 
nature ,    strong    bodily    orgaus, 
wbicti  those  of  his  soul  i 
likely  to  whet  out;  and  he, 
as  the  wicked  friend  be  is  going 
to,inay  last  a  great  while  from  thi 
strength    of  their   constitutions 
though  80  greatly  different  in  their 
talents;  if  neither  the  aword 
the  halter  interpose. 

I  mnst  refieat ,  that  I  cannot  but 
be  very  uneasy  for  the  poor  lady 
whom  you  eo  cruelly  persecute; 
and  that  I  do  not  think  you  have 
kept  your  honour  with  me.  I  was 
apprehensive,  indeed,  tliat  you 
would  attempt  to  see  her,  as  soon 
as  you  got  well  enough  to  come 
up;  and  1  told  her  as  much,  mak- 


ing I 


i  of  it 


prepai;^  her  for  your  visit ,  and  to 
induce  her  to  stand  it.  Bat  she 
could  DOt,  it  is  ^lain,  bear  the 
shock  of  it:  and  mdeed  she  told 
me,  that  she  would  not  see  you, 
though  but  for  one  half-hour,  for 
the  world. 

Could  she  have  prevailed  upon 
hem^,  I  kaom  that  the  sight  of 
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her  would  have  been  as  affecting 
to  you,  as  your  visit  could  have 
been  to  her;  when  you  had  seen 
to  what  a  lovely  skeleton  (for  she  is 
really  lovely  still,  nor  can  she,  with 
suchaform  and  features, be  other- 
wise) you  have,  in  a  few  weeks, 
reduced  one  of  the  most  charming 
women  iu  the  world;  and  that  in 
the  fnll  bloom  of  her  youth  and 
beauty. 

Mowbray  undertakes  to  carry 
this,  that  he  may  be  more  welcome 
to  yon,  he  says.  Were  it  to  be 
sent  unsealed,  the  characters  we 
would  be  Hebrew  to  the 
dunce.  1  desire  you  to  return  it; 
and  I'll  give  you  a  copy  of  it  upon 
demand;  forlintend  tokeepitby 
—  "  as  a  guard  against  the  infec- 
0  f  your  c  0  mp  any ,  which  might 
otherwise,  perhaps,  some  time 
be  apt  to  weaken  the  im- 
pressions I  always  desire  to  have 
of theawfulacenebeforeme.  God 
convert  us  both ! 


10  man  has  two  such 
1  have.  Because  I 
treat  them  with  kindness ,  and  do 
not  lord  it  over  my  inferiors,  and 
d — n  and  curse  them  by  look  and 
words  likeMowbray;  or  beat  their 
teeth  out  like  Lovelace:  but  cry, 
Pr'ythee,  Harry,  do  this,  and, 
Pr'ythee,  Jonathan,  do  that;  the 
fellows  pursue  their  own  devices, 
and  regard  nothing  1  say,  but  what 
falls  in  with  these. 
Here,    thia  vile  Ub.tv^  ,  V&o 
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might  have  brought  your  letter  of 
yesterdaiy  in  good  time,  came  not 
in  with  it  till  past  eleven  lastnight 
{drunk,  lauppose);  audconctnd- 
ing  thati  wati  in  bed,  as  he  pre- 
teuda  (because  he  was  told  1  aal 
up  the  preuediug  night),  brought 
ituottome;  andhavingoverslopt 
himself  juat  as  ]  had  sealed  up  my 
letter, in  comes  the  villain  witn the 
forgotten  one,  siiakiDg  his  ears, 
and  looking  aa  if  he  umaelf  did 
not  believe  the  excuses  he  was 
going  to  make.  1  questioned  him 
about  it,  and  heard  hia  pitiful 
pleas;  and  though  I  never  think 
it  becomes  a  gentl  ma  t  t  at 
people  insolently  wh  by  th 
stations  are  humbled  b  ath  h 
feet,  yet  could  I  n  t  f  b  t 
Lovelace  and  Muwb  i/  htm  m  t 
cordially. 

And  this  detain  ng  M  nb  y 
(who  was  ready  to  set  out  to  you 
before)  while  I  write  a  few  lines 
upon  it,  the  fierce  fellow,  whoia 
impatient  to  exchange  the  com- 
pany of  a  dying  Bellou,  for  that  of 
a  too  lively  Lovelace,  affined  a 
supplement  of  cnrses  npon  the  star- 
ing feUow,  that  was  larger  than 
my  book  —  nor  did  I  offer  to  take 
off  the  bear  from  such  a  mongrel, 
since,onthiBi  ■       ■     - 
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He  has  not  done  euraing  him 
yet;  for  stalking  about  the  court- 
yard with  his  boots  on  (the  poor 
lellowdreseing his  horse,  and  un- 
able to  get  from  him)  he  is  at  him 
without  mercy;  and  I  will  heighten 
Jus  inipatieace  (since  being  just 


under  the  windo' 
writing,  he  will  not  let  me  attend- 
to  my  pen)  by  telling  you  how  he 
fills  my  ears  as  well  as  the  fellow's, 
with  fais  —  Hay,  sirl  And  G — Ol 
d — n  ye,  sir;  and  were  you  ml 
servant,  ye  dog  ye!  And  muatl' 
stay  here  till  the  mid-day 
Ecorcbes  me  to  a  parchment,  for 
such  a  maugy  dog's  drunken  ne- 

flect?^  Ye  lie,  sirrah!  —  Ye  lie, 
tell  you  —  p.  hear  the  fellow's 
voice  in  an  humble  excusatory 
lone,  though  not  articulately]  Ye 
lie,  yedogl^ — I'd  a  good  mind  to 
thrust  my  whip  do  wn  your  dronkoi 
throat:  d— n  me,  if  I  wonld  not 
flaythe  skin  from  the  back  of  snoh 
a  aacal,  if  thou  wert  mine,  and 
h  vedog's-akiu  gloves  made  of  it, 
f  thy  brother  scoundrels  to  wow 
remembrance  of  tby  abnsei  of 

The  poor  borse  suffers  for  thisl 
doubtnot;  for,  Whatnowl   anil| 
Stand  still,  and  be  d — n'd  to  yej 
cries  the  fellow,  with  a  kick, 
suppose,  which  he  better  deserv 
himself;  for  tbeee  varlets,  whe 
they  can,  areMowbraya  andLov 
laces  to  man  or  beast; 
daring  to  answer  Mm,  i 
the  poor  7ior.vf. 

I  hearthe  fellow  is  just  escape 
the  horse  (better  curried  tbiui  r 
dinary,IauppOEe,iD  halfth^u 
time)  by  his  clanking  shoes, 
Mowbray's   silence,     letting   nu: 
know  that  I  may  now  write  on: 

I  will  tell  thee ,  that  in  the  first 
place  (little  aa  1 ,  as  well  as  yon, 
regard  dreams)  I  would  have  thee 
lay  thine  to  heart;  for  1  could  give 
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,  e  such  an  interpretation  of  it, 
■  would  shock  thee,  perhaps :  and 
Iflhoii askeat meforit,  Iwill. 
Ujlowbray  callfl  to  me  from  the 
|outt-yacd,  tbat  'tia  a  cuTHedhnt 
la7,aDdlie  shall  be  fried  by  riding 
in  the  noon  of  it:  and  that  poor 
Belton  longs  to  see  me.  So  1  wiU 
only  add  my  earnest  desire,  that 
yon  will  giye  over  all  thoughts  c  ■" 
seeing  the  lady,  if,  when  thi 
comes  to  y  oar  hand,  you  have  not 
Hen  her:  and,  that  it  would  be 
kind,  if  you  would  come,  and, 
for  the  laat  time  you  will  ever  see 
your  poor  friend,  share  my  con- 
cern for  him;  and,  in  him,  sen 
what,  in  a  little  time ,  will  be  your 
fate  and  mine ,  and  that  of  Mow- 
bray, Tonrville,  and  the  rest  of 
aa  —  for  what  are  ten,  fifteen, 
twenty,  or  thirty  years,  to  look 
^^back  to;  in  the  longest  of  which 
^^^eriods  forward  we  shall  Ml  per- 
^^Mps  be  mingled  with  the  duat 
^H^m  which  we  sprung? 

r 

^^■-  AtL  alive,  dear  Jack,  and  in 
ecstasy  —  likely  to  be  once  more 
ahappymanj  Fori  have  received 
a  letter  from  my  beloved  Miss 
Habi-owb;  inconsequence,  I  sup- 
pose, of  that  which  1  mentioned 
m  my  laat  to  be  left  for  her  from 
her  sister.  And  I  am  setting  out 
for  Berks  directly,  to  shew  the 
contents  to  my  Lord  M.  and  to 
recrive  the  congratulations  of  all 
my  kindred  upon  it. 
I  vent  last  night ,  as  I  intended. 
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to  Smith's:  but  the  dear  creature        1 
was  not  returned  at   near  ten       1 
o'clock.  And,lightinguponTouT- 
ville,  1  took  him  home  with  me, 
and  made  him  sing  me  out  of  my         i 
megrims.    I  went  to  bed  tolerably 
easy  at  two;  had  bright  and  plea- 
sant dreams  (not  such  a  frightAil 
one  aathatl  gave  thee  an  account 
of);  and  at  eight  this  morning,  as 
I  was  dressing ,  to  be  in  readiness 
ngainat  the  return  of  my  fellow, 
wTiom  I  had  aent  to  inquire  after 
the  lady,  1  had  this  letter  brought 
me  by  a  chairman. 


■  oighi,  1 


'dnc&(ABg.iS. 


In 


aewatotellyoH.  I 
setting  out  with  all  diligence 
for  my  father's  house.  I  am  bid 
to  hope  tbat  he  will  receive  his 
poor  penitent  with  a  goodness 
peculiar  to  himself;  for  1  am  over- 
joyed with  the  aasurauce  of  a 
thorough  reconciliation,  through 
the  interposition  of  a  dear  blessed 
friend,  whom  I  always  loved  and 
honoured.  I  am  so  taken  up  with 
my  preparation  for  this  Joytul  and 
long  wished  for  journey,  that  I 
cannot  spare  one  moment  for  any 
other  buaineas,  having  several 
matters  of  the  lost  importai 
settle  first.  So,  pray,  sir,  aont 
disturb  or  interrupt  me  — -I  be- 
seech you,  don't.  YoumaypoB- 
aiblyintimeseemeat  myfathei^a; 
at  least  if  it  he  not  your  own 
fault. 

I  will  write  a  letter,  which  shall 
be  sent  you.  when  I  &m  g<A  ^CmlCoex. 


138  TUE  uiB 

and  received;  till  when,  1  am, 
&c. 

Clabisei  Hablowe. 

I  dispatcbed  instantlj  a  letter 
to  the  dear  creature ,  assuring  lier, 
with  the  most  thankful  joy,  '"fhat 
T  would  directly  set  out  for  Herks, 
and  wait  the  issue  of  the  happy 
reconciliation,  and  the  charmiue 
hopes  abe  had  filled  me  with.    J 

5ou[ed  out  upon  ber  a  thousand 
iesaings.  1  declared  that  it  should 
be  the  study  of  my  whole  life  to 
merit  such  transcendent  goodness: 
and  that  there  was  nothing  which 
her  father  or  friends  ahouldrequire 
at  my  hands,  thatlwould  not  for 
heraaike  comply  with,  in  order  to 
promote  andcomplete  sodesirable 
a  reconciliation." 

I  hurried  it  away  without  taking 
a  copy  of  it;  and  1  have  ordered 
the  chariot- and- six  to  be  got 
ready;  andhcy  for  M.  Hall!  Let 
me  but  know  how  Belton  does.  1 
hope  a  letter  from  thee  is  on  the 
road.  And  if  the  poor  fellow  can 
spare  thee,  make  baste,  I  com- 
maud  thee,  to  attend  this  truly 
divine  lady.  Thou  may'st  not  else 
see  her  of  months  perhaps;  at 
least  not  while  she  is  Miss  Hab- 
LoWE.  And  oblige  me,  ifpoBBible, 
with  one  letter  before  she  sets  out, 
confirming  to  me  and  accounting 
for  this  generous  change. 

But  what  accounting  for  it 
necessary?  The  dear  creature 
cannot  receive  consolation  herself 
but  she  must  commoiiioate  it  to 
others.  How  noble!  She  would 
not  see  me  in  her  adversity;  hot 
2IO  Booaei  doeu  the  suu  of  pro- 


sperity begin  to  shine  Upon  her, 
than  sne  forgives  me. 

1  know  to  whose  mediation  all 
thia  is  owing.  It  is  to  Col.  Mor- 
den's.  She  always,  as  she  says, 
loved  and  honoured  him!  And 
he  loved  her  above  all  hia  rela- 

I  shall  now  be  eonviiiced  that 
there  is  something  ia  dreams.  The 
opening  cloud  is  the  reconcilia- 
tion in  view.  The  bright  form, 
lifting  up  my  charmer  throngh  it 
to  a  nrmament  stuck  round  with 
golden  cherubims  and  seraphiiOB, 
mdicatoB  the  charming  litue  bo^B 
and  girls ,  that  will  be  the  frmto  ' 
of  this  happy  reconciliation.  Tha 
welcomes,  tbnce  lepeated,  an- 
those  of  herfamily,  tiownomon' 
to  be  deemed  implacable.  Yet  lire- 
they  a  family  too,  that  my  soid> 
catmot  mingle  with. 

But  then  what  is  my  tnmbling 
overandoverthronghtbe  floor  iale ' 
a  frightful  hole,  i&cenilmg  assbe' 
ascatds?  Hoi  only  this!  italladei 
to  my  disrelish  to  matrimony; 
which  is  a  bottomless  pit,  a.  gulf, 
and  1  know  not  what.  And  I  sup- 
pose, had  1  not  awoke  in  snch  i 
plaguy  fright,  I  had  been  soused 
into  some  river  at  the  bottom  of 
the  hole,  and  then  been  carried 
(mandified  or  purified  from  my 
past  iniquities)  by  the  same  bright 
Form,  (waiting  for  me  upon  tbe 
mossy  banks)  to  my  beloved  girl; 
and  we  should  have  gone  on 
cherubiroing  of  it  and  catolmg  to 
the  ead  of  the  chapter. 

But  what  are  the  black  sweep- 
ing mantles  and  robes  of  Lord  H. 
thrown  over  my  face?  aad,  what 
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those  of  the  ladies?  Ob,  Jaakllhave  not  been  so  much  to  blame 
I  have  these  toor  they  indicate  as  thou  thinkest:  for  had  it  not 
nothing  in  the  world  but  that  my  been  for  me,  who  have  led  her  into 
iMd  vriTl  be  so  good  as  to  die ,  and  so  much  distress,  she  could  neither 
leave  me  all  he  has.  So,  rest  to  have  received  nor  niivn  the  joy 
thj   good-natured   soul,     honest  j  that  will  now  overwhelm  tbem  all. 


Lady  Sarah  Sadleir,  and  Lady 
Betty  Lawrence,  will  alao  die  aud 
leave  me  swinging  legacies. 

Hiss  Ciiarlotte  and  her  sister  — 
niiftt  will  become  of  them?  —  0! 
they  wili  be  in  mourning  of  course 
for  (heir  uncle  and  aunts  —  that's 

As  toMorden's  flashing  through 
the  window,  and  crying,  Die, 
Lordace,  andbed— n'd,  if  thon 
wiltnot repair  myconain'sHrrongs! 
Thtt  is  only  that  he  would  have 
t  me  a  cballengc,  had  I  -  ' 


here  rises  great  and  durable 
good  out  of  temporary  evill 

1  knew  they  loved  her  (the  pride 
and  glory  of  their  family)  too  well 
to  hold  out  long. 

I  wish  I  could  have  seen  Ara- 
bella's letter.  She  baa  always 
been  so  much  eclipsed  by  her 
sister,  that  I  dare  say,  she  has 
signified  this  reconciliation  to  her 
with  intermingled  phlegm  and 
wormwood:  and  her  invitation 
most  certainly  ruusatl  in  the  rock- 
water  style. 

I  shall  long  to  see  the  promised 


been    disposed    to    do   the   lady  I  letter  too  when  she 

justice.  father's,  which  1  hope  will  e^ve  an 

All  I  dielike  is  this  part  of  the  account  of  the  reception  she  will 
dreun;   for,   even  in  a  dream,  Ijmeetwith. 

wDuldnot  be  thought  to  he  threat- 1  There  is  a  solemnity,  however, 
nied  into  any  measure,  though  I;l  think,  in  the  style  of  her  letter, 
lilted  it  ever  bo  well.  '  which  pleases  and  affects  me  at 

Aud  so  much  for  my  prophetic  I  the  same  time.  But  as  it  is  evident 
dteam.  i she  loves  me  still,  and  hopes  soon 

Dear  cbanning  creature!  What!  to  see  me  at  her  father's,  she  could 
«  meeting  will  there  be  between .  not  help  being  a  little  solemn,  and 
ker  and  ber  father  and  motherhalf  ashamed  (dear  blnshingptet' 
and  uncles!  What  transports,  ty  rogue!)  to  own  her  love;  a&V 
"tatpieastire  will  this  happy  long  my  usage  of  her. 
*idied  for  reconciliation  give  ber.  And  then  her  subscnDtMO;  AK 
iJDtilul  heart!  And  indeed  now'Then,  I  am,  Clabism  Hibmw- 
aethinkfl  I  am  glad  she  is  sodnti-laa  much  as  to  say,  afl«-  Mat  J 
fnl  to  them;  for  ber  duty  to  herishall  be,  if  not  y/ur  «■■>  Jlnw. 
pirentB  is  a  conviction  to  me  that  Ctiaissi  Lovelacb! 

■be  will  be  <w  dutiful  to  her  bus- 1      O    my   beM   to**'      flif 

Und-  giTtcm  dnty  upon  principle  generons  and     '      " 
isan  oDifoiai  thing.  How  mncl^  '" " 

Ifbj-     pi'ythee  now.  Jack,  I,goodnai 
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for  the  oocasioii  given  thee!  Thee, 
for  turning  it  bo  gloriously  to  thy 
advantage,  and  to  the  honour  of 
both! 


And  if,  my  beloved 
Tou  will  but  connive  at  the  imper- 
leclJonB  of  your  adorer,  and  not 
play  the  inije  upon  me;  if,  while 
the  eharms  of  novelty  have  their 
force  nith  me.  I  should  happen 
to  be  drawn  aside  by  the  love  of 
intrigue,  and  of  plots  that  my  soul 
delights  to  form  and  pursne;  and 
if  thou  wilt  not  be  open-eyed  to 
thefoUiesof  my  youth,  [a  traaai- 
toryatatel]  every  excursion  shall 
serve  bnt  the  more  to  endear 
thee  to  me,  tillintime,  andina 
very  little  time  too,  I  shall  get 
above  sense;  and  then,  charmed 
by  thy  soul-attracting  converse, 
and  brought  to  despise  my  former 
courses,  whatlnow,  at  distance, 
consider  as  a  painful  duty ,  will  he 
my  joyful  ehoioe,  and  all  my  de- 
light will  centre  in  tbee ! 

Mowbray  ia  just  arrived  with 
thy  letters.  I  therefore  close  my 
agreeable  subject,  to  attend  to 
one,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be 
very  shocking. 

I  have  engaged  the  rough  varlet 
to  bear  me  company  iu  the  morn- 
ing to  Berks:  wnere  I  shall  file  off 
the  rust  he  has  contracted  in  his 
attendance  upon  the  poor  fellow. 

He  tells  me,  that  between  the 
dying  Belton,  and  the  preaching 
Belford,  he  sha'ntbe  his  own  man 
these  three  days:  and  says,  thati 
thou  addeat  to  the  unhappy  fel-| 
}ow'b  we^aess ,  iuatead  of  giving. 


him  courage  to  help  him  to  bear 
his  destiny. 

1  am  sorry  he  takes  the  unavoid- 
able lot  so  heavily.  But  he  has 
been  long  ill;  and  sicknesa  ener- 
vates the  mind,  as  well  as  the 
body;  as  he  himself  very  Bignifi- 
cantly  observed  to  thee. 


multitude  of  lively  hours  liBTe  we 

Eassed  together  I  He  was  a  feai- 
tsselieerfiil  fellow!  Who'd  have 
thought  that  all  should  end  in 
sueh  dejected  whimpering  and 
terror? 

Bnt  why  didst  thou  not  comfort 
thepoortnan  about  the  rencounter 
between  him  and  that  poltroon 
Metcalfe?  He  acted  in  that  affair 
like  aman  of  true  honour,  andsf 
I  should  have  acted 


circum stances.   Tell  him  I  say  wj 
and  that  what  happened,  he  eonld 

neither  help  nor  f oi 


Some  people  are  as  sensible  of 
a  scratch  from  a  pin's  point  aa 
others  from  the  puah  of  a  sword: 
and  who  can  say  any  thing  for  the 
sensibility  of  such  fellows?  Met- 
calfe would  resent  for  his  sista, 
when  his  sister  resented  not  for 
herself.  Had  ehe  demanded,  her 
brother's  protection  and  resent- 
ment, that  would  have  been  ono- 
llier  iiian'g  mailer,  to  speak  in  Lord 
M.'b  phrase ;  but  she  herself 
thought  her  brotheracoicombto 
busy  himself,  undesired,  ia  ""^ 
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affairs,  and  wished  for  nothiog  but 
to  be  provided  for  decently  and 
privatelyin  her  lying-in:  and  was 
willing  to  take  the  chance  of 
Miufilenuiunq  Lis  conHcience  in  her 
favonr*,ftna  getting  him  to  marry 
when  the  little  Btraugercame;  foi 
she  knew  what  au  easy,  good- 
natured  fellow  he  was.  And  in- 
deed if  she  had  prevailed  upon 
him,  it  might  have  been  happy  for 
both ;  as  then  he  would  not  have 
fallen  in  with  his  cursed  Tho- 
masine.  Bat  truly  this  officious 
brother  of  hers  must  intfirpoae. 
TbJB  made  a  trifling  affair  impor- 
tant: and  what  was  the  issue? 
Metcalfe  uhalienged;  fielton  met 
him;  disarmed  him;  gave  hini  his 
life^but  the  fellow,  more  aensible 
.  inhu  skin  Uiaii  in  his  head,  having 
received  a  scratch ,  was  frighted; 
it  gave  him  first  a  pnke,  then  a 
fever,  and  then  he  died.  That  wot 
ail.  And  how  could  Beltou  help 
that?  —  ButsiokneaB,  alonete- 
dioae  aickneaa ,  will  make  a  bug- 
bear of  anything  to  a  languishing 
heu-t,I  see  that.  And  so  far  was 
Uovbray  i-propna  in  the  verses 
from  Nal.  Lee  which  thou  hast 
tnmacribed, 

Mereig  la  die  nn  man  nf  reason 
fearf;  is  amistake,  say  thou,  or 
say  tbj  author,  vhat  ye  will.  And 
tfay  solemn  paradius  about  the 
natural  repugnance  between  life 
aaddeath,  isBproof  thatitis. 

bATe  prevmUed  up  an  Lew  la  XJV-  oi 
Fr«nce,  (ohiBoHmgef.iml.,  Ulienis.i 
t>/  Ul  iBocesi  In  ILb  Seiri)  tg  murr  Her.  I 


Letme  tell  thee,  Jack,  that  so 
much  am  1  pleaded  with  this  world 
in  the  main;  though  iDsomepoints 
too ,  the  world  (to  make  a  person 
of  it)  has  been  a  rascal  to  me;  so 
delighted  am  I  with  the  joys  of 
youth ;  with  my  worldly  prospects 
as  to  fortune,  and  now,  newly, 
with  the  charming  hopes  giveu 
me  by  my  dear,  thrice  dear,  and 
for  ever  dear  Ci.a.BissA !  thatnere 
I  even  sure  that  nothing  bad 
would  come  hereafter,  1  should  be 
very  loth  (very  much  afraid,  if 
thou  wilt  have  it  so)  to  lay  down 
my  life  and  them  together;  and 
yet,  upon  a  call  of  honour,no  man 
fears  death  less  than  myself. 

Butlhave  not  either  inclination 
or  leisure  to  weigh  thy  if  arfen  argu- 
ments, except  m  the  I'll/,  or,  aa 
thou  wouldest  say,  in  the  lump. 

If  1  return  thy  letters,  let  me 
have  them  again  sometime  hence, 
that  is  to  say,  when  I  am  married, 
or  when  poor  Belton  is  half  for- 
gotten; or  when  time  has  enrolled 
the  honest  fellow  among  those 
whom  we  have  to  long  lost,  that 
we  mayremember  them  with  more 
pleasure  than  pain;    and  then  I 

ay  give  them  a  serious  perusal, 
_id  enter  with  thee  as  deeply  as 
thou  wilt  into  the  subject. 


TVAei. 


1  1?- 


What  a  sound  has  that? 

I  must  wait  with  patience  for  a 
Bight  of  this  channing  creature, 
tiS  she  is  at  her  father's.  And 
yet,  as  the  but  blossoming  beauty, 
as  tboutellestme,  isreducedtoa 
shadow,  I  should  have  been  ei- 
ceedingly  delighted  to  see  her 
now,  and  every  day  \i\i.\lii%\,a:j-^-j 


r 
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of  beholding  how  sweetly,  honr 
by  hour,  she  will  rise  to  herpristine 
glories ,  by  meanii  of  that  state  of 
■ ,  which  will 


LETTER  LXn. 
Ur.  LoTnliica  la  John  BDlfor^,  Bs<|. 

Wkli.,  but  now  my  heart  ie 
littie  at  ease ,  i  will  condescend 
take  brief  notice  of  some  other 
,  passages  in  thy  letters. 

l£nd,  l»mtotii3kiikl!iee,  that 
the  dear  creature  has  avoided  my 
visit.  Things  are  now  in  so  good 
atr.iin  that  1  must  forgive  tlieei 
else  thou  shouldst  have  heard 
more  of  this  new  instance  of  dis- 
loyalty to  thy  general. 

Thou  art  continually  giving 
thyself  high  praise,  byway  of  op- 
poiilian,  aslmaysay,  toothers: 
gently  and  artfully  blaming  Ihy  sel  f 
for  qualities  thou  wouldst,  at  the 
same  time,  have  to  be  thought, 
and  which  generally  are  thought, 
praiseworthy. 

Thus ,  in  the  airs  thou  assumest 
about  thy  servants,  thou  wouldst 
pass  for  a  mighty  humane  mortal ; 
and  that  at  the  expense  of  Mow- 
bray and  me,  whom  thou  repre- 
sentest  as  kings  and  emperors  to 
our  menials.  Yet  art  thou  always 
imhappy  in  thy  attempts  of  this 
kind,  and  never  canst  make  us, 
who  know  thee ,  believe  that  to  be 
n  thee ,  which  is  but  the 
effect  of  a  constitutional  phlegm 


have  a  native  dignity  in  their 
manner,  that  makes  them  more 
regarded  hy  a  look,  than  either 
tbou  canst  be  in  thy  low  e^le,  or 
Mowbray  in  his  high? 

I  am  fit  to  be  a  prince,  1  can  tell 
thee;  for  I  reward  well,  and  I 
punish  seasonably  and  properly: 
and  I  am  generally  as  well  served 


the  dignity  of  looks  than  in  words; 
and  thou  art  a  eon^  fellow,  to 
think  humanity  consists  in  acting 
by  thyservants,  as  men  must  act 
who  are  not  able  to  pay  them  thrir 
wages;  or  had  made  them  masten 
of  secrets,  which,  if  divulged, 
would  lay  them  at  the  mercy  of 
such  wretches. 

Now  to  me ,  who  never  did  any 
thing  I  was  ashamed  to  own,  and 
who  have  more  ingenuonsnen 
than  ever  man  had;  who  canttaS 
avillaiuyhyitBrightname,t^Oilgli 
practisod  hymyself,  and  (bymy 
own  readiness  to  reproacli  my-' 
self)  anticipate  all  reproach  from 
others ;  who  am  not  such  a  hy- 
pocrite, as  to  wish  the  world  to 
think  me  other  or  better  than  I 
am  —  itismypart,  to/iwJ-a 
vant  into  his  duty,  if  I  can: 
will  I  keep  one,  who  knows  not 
how  to  take  me  by  a  nod,  or  ft 
wink;  and  who,  when  I  smile, shall 
not  be  all  transport  jwhenlfrown, 
all  terror. 

If,  indeed,  I  amout  of  theway 
a  little,  I  always  take  care  to  re- 
ward the  varfcts  for  patiently 
bearing  my  displeasure.    But  liui 


I 


CLARISSA  r 

a  hardly  eFerfim,  butwiicnafd- 
low  is  egregiouBly  stupid  in  any 
plftin  pomt  of  duty,or  will  be  wiser 
than  hiH  muter;  and  when  lie 
ehalltellmetbat  he  thought  acting 
contrary  to  my  ordera  was  the 
iwf  to  serve  me  best. 

One  tune  or  other  I  will  enter 


will  convince  thee ,  that  what  thou 

wDdldat  have  pass  for  humanity,  if 

it  be  indiscriminately  practised  tc 

xdl  tempers,  will  perpetually  sub- 

Btect  thee  to  the  evils  thou  com- 

^Uunestof :  &adjiiM/'jt<io ;  and  that 

Bb  only  is  fit  to  be  a  masterof  ser- 

■Kants,  who  can  command  their  at- 

^entionasmuchby  aiioJ.  aaifhe 

were  to  pr'ylliee  a  fellow  to  do  his 

dut;r.  on  one  hand ,  or  to  talk  of 

fia^mg   and   horse-icliipping,    like 

Howbray,  on  the  other:  tor  the 

servant,  who  being  used  to  expect 

thy  creeping  style,  will  always  bo 

muter  of  his  master,  and  he  who 

deaerves   to  be  treated   as  the 

other.  Is  not  fit  to  be  any  man's 

■errant;  nor  would  I  keep  such  a 

fellow  to  rub  my  horse's  heels. 

I  shftlt  be  the  readier  to  enter 
the  lists  with  thee  upon  this  argu- 
ment,  because  ihave  presumption 
enough  to  tbink,  that  we  have  not 
iaany  of  OUT  dramatic  poets,  that 
I  can  at  present  call  to  mind ,  one 
character  of  a  servant,  of  either 
sex,  that  is  justly  hit  off.  So  ab- 
mirdly  wise^umf,  and  bo  sottiahly 
foolisn  otheri;  and  buOi  sometimes 
\e  person.  FuUs  drawn 
.  M  tbeleesordregsof  thepeople 
}  set  off  the  characters  of  their 
_uid    mistresses: 
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soinctimca,  which  is  still  more  ab- 
surd, introduced  with  more  wit 
than  the  poet  has  to  bestow  upon 
their  principals,  —  Mere  {I'iiIh  and 
sleeh  to  Btnke  fire  with  —  of,  to 
vary  the  metaphor,  to  serve  for 
whetstones  to  wit,  which  nlheneise 
could  not  be  made  apparent:  — or 
for  engines  to  be  made  use  of  like 
the  miwhinerg  of  the  ancient  poets 
(or  the  still  more  unnatural  solilo- 
quy) to  help  on  a  sorry  plot,  or  to 
bring  about  a  necessary  eclair- 
cissement,  to  save  the  poet  the 
trouble  of  thinking  deeplj;  for  a 
butter  way  to  wind  up  his  bot- 

Of  this  1  am  persuaded  (what- 
ever my  jirocfiii'  be  to  my  own 
servants)  that  tliou  wilt  be  bene- 
fited by  my  Miw^,  when  we  come 
to  controvert  the  point.  For  then 
I  shall  convince  thee,  that  the  tira- 
innlic  as  well  as  natural  characte- 
ristics of  a  good  servant  ought  to 
be  fidelity,  common  sense,  cheer- 
full  obedience,  and  silent  respect: 
that  wit  in  liis  station,  except  to 
his  companioua,  would  be  sau- 
cinesa :  that  he  should  never  pre- 
sume to  give  his  advice:  that  if 
he  ventured  to  espostulate  upon 
any  unreasonable  command,  or 
such  a  one  as  appeared  to  bimto 
be  so,  he  should  do  it  with  humi- 
lity and  respect,  and  take  a 
E roper  season  for  it.  But  such 
!ssons  do  most  of  the  dramatic 
performances  I  have  seen,  ^ve, 
where  servante  are  introduced  aa 
characters  essential  to  the  play, 
or  to  act  very  aignificant  or  long 
parts  in  it  (which,  of  itaelf,  I  think 
a  fault);  sacbi  lesBttiu,  V  «i«^,,  ^ 
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they  give  to  the  footmen'B  gallery, 
that  Ihave  not  wondered  wo  have 
HO  few  modest  or  good  men-Ber- 
TBDts  among  those  who  often  at- 
tend their  maaterii  or  miBtresaes  to 
plays.  Then  how  miserably  evi- 
dent miiet  that  poet's  cooacious 
want  of  genius  be,  who  can  stoop 
to  raise  or  give  force  to  a,  clap  by 
the  indiscriminate  roar  of  the 
party-coloured  gallery. 

But  this  subject  I  will  suHpcnd 
to  a  better  opportunity;  that  is  to 
say,  to  the  happy  one,  when  my 
nuptials  with  my  Clarissa  will 
oblige  me  to  increase  the  number 
of  my  servants,  and  of  co 
quence  to  enter  more  nicely  into 
their  qualifications. 


the  case,  how  shall  1  laugh 
and  (when  lam  sure  of  her)  attlie 
de&r  novice  herself,  that  all  her 
grievous  distresses  shall  end  in  a 
man-child;  which  I  shall  love 
better  than  all  the  cherubima  and 
seraphime  that  may  come  after; 
though  there  were  to  be  as  many 
of  them  as  I  beheld  in  my  dream; 
in  which  avast  expanse  of  firma-- 
ment  was  stuck  as  full  of  them 
it  could  hold! 

I  shall  be  afraid  to  open  thy 

neit,lest  it  briugme  theaccouutof 

poor  Belton's  death.  Yet,  astherft 

are  no  hopes  of  his  recovery 

but  what  should  I  say,  unless  tht 

poor  man  were  better  fitted 

thy  heavy  sermon  shall  not 

me  too  much  neither. 

Although  I   have   the  highest       I  inclose  thy  papers;    and  da 

opinion  that  man  can  have  of  the  thou  transcribe  them  for  me,  <a 

generosity  of  my  dear  Miss  Ilar-yetum  them;  for  there 


I 


„. ._  thera,  which,  at  apropec 

season,  a  mortal  man  should  oO^ 
avoid  attending  to:  and  thoit. 
seemest  to  have  entered  deeply  in 
to  the  shocking  subject  —  buttier 
I  will  end,  lest  Igrow  tooserioiu 

Thy  servant  called  here  about 


Towe,  yetlcaunot,  for  the  heart 
of  me,  account  for  this  agreeable 
change  in  her  temper,  but  one 
way.  Faith  and  troth,  Belford,  1 
verily  believe,  laying  all  circum- 
stances together,  that  the  dear 
creature  uneipectedly  finds  her- 
self in  the  way  X  have  so  ardently 

wished  her  to  he  in;  and  that  this  anhourago,  to  know  if  I  had  aa^ 
makes   her,    at  laat,    incline   to j commands ;  1  therefore  hope  tl 
favour  me,  that  she  may  set  the  ithou  wilt  have  this  early  in  ( 
better  face  npon  her  gestation,  morning.     And  if  thou  caiiat  .._ 
when  at  her  father's.  me  hear  from  thee,  do.  I'll  stretch 

If  tliisbetliecase,allherfalling  an  hour  or  two  iu  espectation  oT^ 
away,  and  her  fainting  fits,  are  it.    Yet  I  must  be  at  Lord  M's.  to 
charmingly  accounted  for,     Norimorrownight,  if  possible,  thougk 
ia  it  surprising,  that  such  a  sweet  [ever  so  late, 
novice  in  these  matters   should.     Thy  fellow  tells  me  the  poo 
not,  for  some  time,  have  known  to,  man  ismuchashewas  wheuMox 
what  to  attribute  her  frequent  in-  hrav  left  him. 
dlapoaitions.    If  thie  should  bei     Wouldst  thou  lluuk  that  Uiift 


varlet  Mowbray  is  sorry  that  1  am 
BO  near  being  happy  with  Miss 
llarlowe?  And,  'egad.  Jack,  I 
know  not  what  to  any  to  it,  non 
the  Irait  seems  to  be  within  my 
reauh  —  but  let  what  will  come, 
I'll  stand  to't:  for  1  find  I  can't 
live  without  her. 


Wsdnesday.  Ibrco  Q'clocli. 

I  wtLL  proceed  where  I  left  off 
in  vy  last. 

As  soon  as  I  had  seen  Mowbray 
moonled,  1  went  to  attend  upou 
poor  Belton;  whom  I  found  in 
dreadful  agonies,  in  which  he 
awoke,  aahe  generally  does. 

The  doctor  came  iu  presently 
after;  and  I  was  concerned  at 
the  scene  that  passed   between 

It  opened  with  the  dying  man's 
asking  him,  with  melancholy 
earnestness,  if  nothing,  if  no- 
thing at  all  could  be  done  for 
him? 

The  doctor  shook  his  bead,  and 
told  him,  he  doubted  not. 

I  eanniil  die,  said  the  poor  man; 
I  cannot  f/iink  of  dying,  I  am  ve^r 
deairoDs  of  living  a  little  longer,  if 
I  coulil  but  be  free  from  these 
horrible  pains  in  my  stomach  and 
head.  Can  you  give  me  no  thing 
to  mnlce  me  pass  one  week,  but 
■ine  week,  in  tolerable  ease,  that 
1  may  die  like  a  man?  —  If  I  nitui 

Bot,  doctor,  I  am  yet  a  young 
lOBn:  in  the  prime  of  my  years  — 
yontkiaa  good  subject  forsphy-. 
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stuian  to  woi-k  upon :  can  you  do 
nothing,  nothing  <il  all  tor  me, 
doctor/ 

Alas!  sir,  replied  his  phy'sici an, 
you  have  been  long  in  a  bad  way. 
I  fear,  I  fear  nothing  in  physic  can 
help  you. 

He  was  then  out  of  all  patience. 
What,  then,  is  your  art,  sirl  —  I 
bave  been  a  passive  machine  for  a 
whole  twelvemonth,  to  be  wrought 
upon  at  the  pleanure  of  you  people 
of  the  faculty;  1  verily  believe, 
bad  I  not  taken  such  doses  of 
nasty  stuff,  I  had  been  now  a  well 
tnan  —  but  who  the  plague  would 
regard  physicians,  whose  art  is  to 
cheat  us  with  hopes,  while  they 
help  to  destroy  us?  And  who,  not 
one  of  you,  know  any  thing  but 
by  guess ! 

Sir,  continued  he  fiercely  (and 
with  more  strength  of  voice,  and 
coherence,  than  he  had  shewn  for 
several  hours  before),  if  you  give 
me  over,  I  give  you  over.  —  The 
only  honest  and  certain  part  of 
the  art  of  healmg  is  surgery.  A 
good  surgeon  is  worth  a  thousand 
of  you.  1  have  been  in  EUrgec 
hands  often,  and  have  alwi 
found  reason  to  depend  uw 
skill ;  but  your  art,  sir,  w^at  is  n  r 
—  but  to  dawb,  dawb,  duwb; 
load,  load,  load ;  plaster,  pla«t«^ 
plaster;  till  ye  utterly  dotroyte 
ippetite  first,   and  the  c       ''" 

;ion  afti '"     —*■'"'■  ■ 

called  i: 
panion  o 

thou  knewest  hont^JBL 
inn  Im0 
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and  women;  and  lie  always  used 
to  aa^,  there  wan  uotbing  at  all 
but  pickpocket  parade  in  the  phy- 

sicians'  ait;  and  that  the  best 
gueeser  was  the  beet  physician: 
and  I  used  to  belieTC  him  too:  and 
yet,  fond  of  lift,  and  fearful  of 
death,  what  do  we  do,  when  we 
are  taken  ill,  hut  call  i^e  in?  Aod 
what  do  ye  do,  when  called  in, 
but  nurse  our  distempers,  till  from 
pigmiea  you  make  giants  of  them? 
—  And  then  ye  come  creeping 
with  solemn  faces,  when  ye  are 
ashamed  to  prescribe,  or  when 
the  stomach  won't  bear  its  natural 
food,  by  rcnson  of  your  poisonoos 
potions,  Alun!  Jam  afraid pla/sic 
can  (In  n'>  more  far  Mm!  —  Nor 
need  it,when  it  has  brought  to  the 
brmk  of  the  grave,  the  poor 
wretch  who  placed  all  his  reliance 
in  your  cursed  slops,  and  the  flat- 
tering hopes  you  gave  him. 

The  doctor  was  out  of  coun- 
tenance; but  said,  if  we  could 
make  mortal  men  imvtorlal,  and 
minilil.  iiot,  ali  this  might  be  just. 

I  blamed  the  poor  man;  yet  ex- 
cused him  to  the  physician.  To 
die,  dear  doctor,  when,  like  my 
poor  friend,  we  are  so  desirous  of 
life,  ia  a  melancholy  thing.  We 
are  apt  to  hope  too  much, not  con- 
sidering that  the  seeds  of  death 
are  sown  in  us  when  we  begin  to 
liTe,  and  grow  up,  till,  like  ram- 
~iant  weeds,  they  choke  tiie  tender 

lower  of  life;   which  declines  in 

IB,  as  those  weeds  flourish.    We 
ought  therefore  to  begin  early 
itudy  what  — *■'■  * 


r  constitutions  will 


tueaoii  g 


is  most  apt  to  produce,  oi  at  least, 
to  keep  them  down  as  they  rise, 
and  not ,  when  the  flower  or  plaij 
is  withered  at  the  root,  and  th 
weed  in  its  full  vigour,  expect 
that  the  medical  art  will  reBtt-^ 
the  one,  or  destroy  the  othi 
when  that  other,  as  I  hinted,  h 
been  rooting  itself  in  the  hal 
from  the  time  of  our  birth. 

This  speech,  Bob,  thon  wilt  ci 
a  prettinens;  but  the  allegory 
just;  and  thou  hast  not  quid 
cured  me  of  the  metaphorical- 
Very  true,  said  the  doctor:  gOB 
have  brought  a  good  metaphor  to 
illnstiate  the  thing.  I  am  bottj 
1  can  do  nothing  for  the  gen- 
tlemati;  and  can  only  recommend' 
patience,  and  a  better  &aiae  of 

Well,  sir,  said  the  pooraneiy 
man,  vexed  at  the  doctor,  W 
more  at  death ;  you  will  perbs)* 
recommend  the  next  in  snccesuon 
to  the  physician,  when  Aecandoi 
no  more;  and,  1  suppose,  willi 
your  brother  to  pray]  by  me 
those  virtues  whicli  you  -^~^  — 

It  seems  the  physician 
is  a  clergyman  in  the  neighl 

greatly  concerned  to 

the  gentleman  thus  treated;  i 

I  told  poor  Belton  when  he  WBRi 
gone.     But  be  continued   ijn 
tient,  and  would  not  be  denied, 
said,  the  liberty  of  talking 
man,   who  had  taken  so   t 
guineas  of  him  for  doing  not! 
orworse  than  nothing,  andne' 
declined  one  though  ne  knew 
the   time  be   could   do   hitn 


r  it8( 

rich. 


.  .  gentleman,  though  „„„^ 

neh,  la  noted  for  being  greedy  poor 
after  fees;  and  poor  Beftou  went  the  tl 
""i  fft'^U'e  at  the  eitrav&gaut  feea 
of  £.iiglia]i  phjBiciana,  compared 
with  those  of  the  moat  eminent 
foreign  ones.  But,  poor  man  1  he, 
like  the  Turks,  who  judge  of  a 
general  by  his  success  (out  of  pa- 
tience to  think  he  nmstdiel,  would 


ray  by  him ;  but  tl»« 
duot,  he  said,  be^- 
the  thoughts  of  one;  for  tba,t  1»< 
should  certainly  die  in  lui  hour  c^^ 
two  after:  and  he  was  willing  fc« 
hope  stiU,  against  all  probabiGt^^ 
that  be  might  recover;  Bud  w^uj 
often  asking  his  sister ,  if  ehe  bm^ 
not  seen  people  aa  bad  as  he  wa^s, 
'       almost  to  a  miracle,   wbax' 


orshiped  the  doctor,  and 'every  body  gave  them  c 


not  grudged  three  times  the'sum,  leotun  aeaiui" 

could  he  hav"  ~:-~-.  u;_  l i'l*  i.i.r^t_i.-_ 

recovery. 


e  given  him  hopes  of 


n  after  the  doctck,. 


shaking  her  bead,  tol^ 
1^.^,  n^e  had:  bat,  once  aayin^- 
But  nevertheless,  1  must  needs  that  Ihetr  disorders  were  of  a-^j 
ssy,  tbalgentlemenoftbefacultyjacute  kind,  and  such  as  bad  ^ 
should  be  more  moderatein  their  I  crisis  in  them,  he  called  bersnia.^^ 
fees,  or  take  more  pains  to  de-\hopeg,  and  J'>Vii  comforter;  atL«:j 
serve  them;  for,  generally,  theyibid  her  say  nothing,  if  she  coul^ 
only  come  into  a  room,  feel  theinotsay  more  to  the  purpose,  aik.^;^ 
sick  man's  pulse,  ask  the  nurse  a'what  was  fitter  for  a  sick  man  t,^ 
few  questions,  inspect  the  pa- 1  hear.  And  yet,  poor  fellow!  h«^ 
tient's  tongue,  and  perhaps  bis, has  no  hopes  himself,  as  is  plai:*^ 
water;  then  ait  down,  look  plaguy  by  his  desponding  terrors;  oneci;^ 
wise,  and  irrite.  The  golden  feeiwhich  he  fell  into,  and  a  vet-;^^ 
finds  the  ready  hand,   and  they  dreadful oi  -~-..-- j--.^ 

imrry  away,  as  if  the  aick  man's '  went. 

room  were  infectious.     So  to  thel  Wed ^, 

next  they  troll,  and  to  the  nest,  if  i     The  poor  man  has  been  m  coc*.^ 
men   of  great  practice;    valuing  vulsions,  terrible  convulsions!  iCk:« 
themselves   upon   the  number  of 'an  hour  past,    O  Lord  J  L.owace 
visits   they   make  in  a   morning, 'death  is  a  shocking  thing!  Wfc 
Mid  the    little   time    they    makCifaith  it  is! -—I  wish  thou  w—*" 
Uiemin.     They  g«  to  dinner,  and 'sent  on  this 
onload  their  pockets;    and  sallv ! merely  the  concei 
snt  again  to   refill   them.     Ana, 'his  friend;    but, 
Urns,  ID  a  little  time,  they  raise  I  common  lot,  we  se 
fMtestatea;  for  as  KadcUffe  said, ,  how  it  will  be  one  day  ■ 
»hen  first  told    of  a  great    loss 'selves.     1  am  all  ovw  a 
rtich  befel  him,  it  was  only  going  i  water  were  poured  d 
Ip  and  down  a  hundred  pair  of;  or  if  I  had  astrMW  ^ 

/:■....-.  '  I  <~aa  nhltgad  to 


tain  lo  fetch  it  np.  "  ■'"«-.  .^  "^"^ISl^ 

M».  Sambre    (Bcltona  sister)  Aod  I  wM,  ha«4^* 
^aMttaltuneapropoaedtohim.  "- 


- 1  wish  thiin  m 


L 


THOiinH  I  left  him. 
could  stay  no  longer,  I  can't  be 
eaej  by  myself,  but  muet  go  to 
him  agoiu. 

Eleven  o'dock. 

PooB  BeltonI  —  Drawing  on 
apace !  Yet  was  he  Bensible  when 
I  went  in  —  too  sensible,  poor 
man!  He  has  something  upon  his 
mind  to  reveal,  he  tells  me,  tha,t  is 
the  worst  action  of  his  life;  worse 
than  over  you  or  I  knew  of  him. 
he  88JS.  It  mu*(  be  then  very 
bad! 

He  ordered  every  body  out;  but 
was  seized  with  another  convui- 
fiionfit,  before  he  couldreveal  it; 
and  iu  it  be  liea  stniggline  be- 
tween life  and  death.  But  I'll  ^ 
in  again. 

One  o'clock  in  tbc  momlDg. 

All  now  must  soon  be  over  with 
him!  Poor,  poor  fellow:  lie  has 
given  me  some  hints  of  what  be 
wanted  to  aay;  but  all  incohereut, 
interrupted  by  dying  hiecougbs 
aud  convulsions.  1 

Badenoughit  must  be,  heaven! 
knows,  by  what  I  can  gatber!| 
Alas!  Lovelace,  I  fear,  I  fear,' 
he  came  Ion  jtuon  into  hia  uncle's' 

If  aman  were  to  live  always,  he 
might  have  some  temptation  to  do 
base  thin^,  in  order  to  procure  to 
himself,  as  it  would  then  be,  trer- 
laititig  ease,  plenty,  or  affluence: 
but,  for  the  sake  at  ten.  twenty,  or 
thirty  years  of  poor  life,  to  be  a 
villain^  can  that  be  worth  while? 
With  a  conscience  stinging  hiin 
t^e  time  too!    And  when  hei 


comee  to  wind  up  all,  such  agoniz- 
ing reflections  upon  hia  past  guilt  I 
aS  then  appearing  as  nothing! 
What  he  most  valued,  most  dis- 
gustful! And  not  oue  thing  to 
Uiink.  of,  as  the  poor  fellow  saji 
twenty  and  twenty  times  over,  bit 
what  is  attended  with  angnisb  and 
reproach  1  — 

To  hear  the  poor  man  wish  he 
had  never  been  born!  To  hear  him 
pray  to  be  nothing  after  deallt! 
Good  God!  how  shocking  I 

By  his  incoherent  hints,  I  am 
afraid  'tis  very  had  with  him.  Ko 
pardon,  no  mercy,  he  repeats,  cm 

I  hope  Ishallmake  a  proper  use 
of  this  lesson.  Laugh  at  me,  if 
Ihouwilt:  but  never,  nevermore, 
will  1  take  the  liberties  I  have 
taken;  butwheneverl  am  templed, 
will  think  of  ISeltou's  dying  ago- 
nies, and  what  my  own  may  be. 

He  is  now  at  the  last  gaap  — 
rattles  in  the  throat  —  has  a  ar~ 
convulsion  every  minute  alma 
What  horror  is  be  in!  His  e)_ 
look  like  breath-stained  glMl 
They  roll  ghastly  no  more;    '  ' 

auiteset:  Eisface  distorted,  i 
rawn  out,  by  his  sinking  jam, 
and  erected  staring  eye-brom, 
with  his  lengthened  mrrowed  foie- 
head,  to  double  its  nsnal  lenfl*' 
as  it  seems.  It  is  not,  it  cannot  I 
the  face  of  Belton,  thy  Belton,  aL_ 
myBelton,  whoco  we  have  beheld 
with  so  much  delight  over  the  ao- 
cial  bottle,  comparing  notes,  tbll 
one  day  may  be  brought  against 
UH,  and  make  us  groan,  as  llwjr 


CLAttlSSA  HAELOWE. 


lid 


veiT  lately  did  him  —that  is  to  any  I 
while  he  bad  Btrengtb  to  Kroan;! 
for  DOW  bis  voice  is  not  to  be  heard ;  | 
all  isward,  logt;  aot  so  much  as 
RpeakingbjhiBeyeB:  yet,  strange! 
how  can  it  be?  the  oed  rocking 
Qnder  him  like  a  cradle? 


Nov  ifl  all  indeed  o' 


Eoor  Belton!  Ky  this  time  thon 
nowest  if  thy  crimes  were  above 
the  siae  of  Gtod'a  merciesl  Now 
are  ever;  one's  cares  and  attend 
aoce  at  an  end!  Now  do  we,  thy 
friends,  —  poor  Belton!- —  know 
the  worst  of  thee,  aa  to  this  life! 
Thou  art  releaaed  from  insuffer- 
able tortures,  both  of  body  and 
mind!  May  those  tortures,  ' 
thy  repentance,  expiate  for 
offences,  and  mayest  thou 
h^py  to  all  eteruity! 

We  are  told,  that  God  desireth 
not  the  death ,  the  xpiritiial  death 
of  a  sinner:  and 'tis  certain,  that 


in  the  midst  of  thy  sins,  by  the 
sword  of  injured  Jriendship,  which 
more  than  once  thou  hadat  braved 
[the  dreadfuUest  of  all  deaths, 
neit  to  suicide,  because  it  gives 
no  opjjortunity  for  repentancej, 
that  this  is  a  merciful  earnest  that 
thy  penitence  is  accepted;  and 
that  thy  long  illness,  and  dreadful 
agonies,  in  the  last  stages  of  ' 
were  thy  only  punishment. 


I  wish,  indeed,  I  hearlilij  wish, 
we  could  have  seenone  ray  of  com- 
fort darting  in  upon  his  benighted 
miiid,befoTe  he  departed.  But  all, 
alas!  to  the  very  last  gasp,  was 
horror  and  confusion,  ind  my 
oiily  fear  arises  from  this,  that, 
till  within  the  fourlast  dayaof  his 
life,  he  could  not  be  hrouKbt  t« 
think  he  should 'die,  though  in  a 
visible  decline  for  months;  and, 
in  that  presumption,  was  too  little 
inclineatoset  about  a  serious  pre- 

Earation  for  a  journey,  which  he 
oped  he  should  not  bo  obliged  to 
take ;  and  when  he  began  to  a]>- 
prehend  that  ho  could  not  put  it 
otf,  his  impatience,  and  terror, 
and  apprehension,  shewed  too 
little  of  that  reliance  and  resigna- 
tion, which  afford  the  most  com- 
fortable reflections  to  the  frieiids 
of  the  dying,  as  well  as  to  the 
ilying  themselves. 

But  we  must  leave  poor  Belton 
to  that  merey ,  of  which  we  have 
all  so  much  need;    and,   for  my 
nvni  part  (doyou,  Lovelace,  and 
the  rest  of  the  fraternity,    as  ye 
will)  I  am  rcsolvedlwill  endeavour 
to  begin  to  repent  of  my  folliea 
while  my  health  is  sound,  my  in- 
tellects untouched,  and  while  it  ii 
my  power  to  make  some  atouS- 
mt,  as  near  to  rcatitutioQ  or  r« 
ration  as  is  poseible ,  to  tboaa 
ve  wronged  ormisled.      Anddoi 
jv  •nihcarMi],  and  from  a  point  of 
falie  bravei-y,  make  as  lignt  as  je 
will  of  nay  reaolution,  as  ye  a,re  aow 
of  ye  of  the  class  of  abandonei 
and  stupid  sota,  who  endeavour  t 
disbelieve  the  future  exiatetice  ■ 
which  ye  are  aftaid,  I  am.  evLrei  -^ 
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will  justify  tne  in  your  heariK,  if 
not  by  your  practices.;  and  one 
day  you  will  wish  you  had  joined 
with  me  in  the  eitme  resolution, 
and  will  confeaa  there  is  more  good : 
sense  in  it,  than  now  perhaps  you. 
will  own.  j 


You  are  very  eameGt,  by  yourl 
laat  letter  just  given  me,  to  hear 
agaiiifromme,  Before  you  set  out 
for  Berks.  I  will  therefore  close 
with  a  few  words  upon  the  (mly 
Bobject  in  your  letter  which  I  can 
at  present  touch  upon:  and  this  jsj 
the  letter  of  which  you  give  me  a 
copy  from  the  lady.  | 

Want  of  rest,  and  the  sad  scene 
I  have  before  my  eyes,  have 
rendered  me  altogether  incapable 
at  accounting  for  tie  contents  of 
it  in  any  shape.  You  are  in  ecsta- 
sies upon  it.  You  have  renaon  to 
be  80  if  it  be  as  you  think.  Nor 
would  I  rob  you  of  your  j  oy :  but 
I  must   say  that  1    am    amazed 

Hurely,  Lovelace,  this  surprising 
letter  cannot  be  a  forgery  of  thy 
own,  in  order  to  carry  on  some 
view,  and  to  impose  upon  me. 
Yet  by  tlie  style  of  it,  it  cannot; 
though  thou  art  aperfect  Proteus, 

I  will  not  however  add  another 
word ,  after  I  have  desired  the  re- 
turn of  this ,  and  have  told  you, 
that  lam, 

Your  true  friend  and  well- 

J.  Belford. 


I-  21.  Thuriil»y  mom. 

thy  letter  in  sucb 
good  time,  by  the  fellow's  du- 
patch,  that  it  ^ives  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  throwing  in  n  few  para- 
graphs upon  it.  I  read  a  passage 
or  two  01  it  to  Mowbray;  and  wt 
both  agree,  that  thou  art  an  ab- 
solute master  of  the  lamentable. 

PoorBelton,  what  terrible  con- 
flicts were  thy  last  conflicts!  —  I 
hope,  however,  that  he  is  happy: 
andlhave  the  more  hope,  becaoai 
the  hardness  of  his  death  is  likely 
to  be  such  a  warning  to  Oiee.  If  it 
have  the  effect  thou  declarest  it 
shall  have,  what  a  world  of  mie- 
chief  will  it  prevent!  How  mnrli 
good  will  it  do!  How  manypoor 
wretches  will  rejoice  at  the  oeoa- 
sinn  (if  they  know  it),  howerw 
melancholy  in  itself,  which  didl 
brin^them  in  a  compensation' fbr 
injuries  they  had  been  forced  to 
sit  down  contented  with!  Bal, 
Jack,  though  thy  uncle's  death 
has  made  thee  a  rich  fellow,  ait 
thou  sure,  that  the  making  good 
of  such  a  vow  will  not  totally 
bankrupt  thee? 

Thou  sayest  I  may  langb  at 
thee.iflwill.  Notl.jick:  Ido 
not  take  it  to  be  a  laughing  mb-i 
ject;  and  I  am  heartily  concenwl 
at  the  toss  we  all  have  in 
BeitoD:  and  when  I  get  a 
settled,  and  have  leisure  to 
template  the  vanity  of  all  sublik 
nary  things  (a  subject  that  will 
nowandthen,in  my  gayest  hour" 


likely,  tbat  I  may  talk  seriouslv 
with  thee  upon  these  topics;  and, 
if  thou  hast  not  got  too  much  the 
start  of  me  in  the  repentance  tliou 
tut  entering  upon,  will  ^0  hundin 
hftad  with  thtie  in  it.  It  thou  haut, 
thou  wilt  let  me  just  keep  thee  in 
my  eye :  for  it  ia  an  up-hill  work ; 
aad  1  shall  see  thee,  at  setting 
oat,  at  a.  great  distance^  but  as 
thott  art  a  much  heavier  and 
clniDBier  fellow  than  myself,  1 
hope  that,  without  much  puffiug 
and  sweating,  only  keeping  on  a 
good  round  dog-lrot,  1  shall  be 
able  to  overtake  thee. 

Meantime,  take  back  thy  letter, 
as  tbou  deshest.  1  would  not 
have  it  in  my  pocket  upon  any  ac- 
countat present;  uorreadit once 

I  am  going  down  without  seeing 
my  beloved.  I  was  a  hasty  fool 
to  write  her  a  letter,  promising 
that  1  would  not  come  near  hi 
till  I  saw  her  at  her  father's.  Fi 
as  she  is  now  actually  at  Smith' 
audi  BO  near  her,  one  short  visit 
could  have  done  no  harm. 

I  sent  Will,  two  hours  ago,  with 
my  grateful  compliments,  and  to 
know  how  she  does. 

How  must  I  adore  this  charming 
creature!  Pot  I  am  ready  to  Hhink 
my  servant  a  happier  CpUow  than 
myaelf,  for  haviug  been  within  S; 
-  -■  -  -'  ---'ts  and  an  apartment  of  j 
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Lord  M.'a,  and  when  I  ci 
cate  to  him  and  my  cousins  the 
dear  creature's  letter ,  that  we 
shall  forget  every  thing  grievous ; 
since  now  their  family  hopes  in 
my  reformation  {the  point  which 
lies  so  near  their  heartK)  will  all 
revive;  it  being  an  article  of  their 
faith,  thatifl marry,  repentance 
aad  mortification  will  follow  of 

Neither  Mowbray  uor  1  shall 
aceapt  of  thy  verbal  invitation  to 
the  funeral.  We  like  not  theae 
dismal  formalities.  And  as  to  the 
respect  tbat  is  supposed  to  be 
shewn  to  tlie  memory  of  a  de- 
ceased fiiend  In  such  an  attend- 
ance, why  should  we  do  any  thing 
to  reflect  upon  those  who  have 
made  it  a  fashion  to  leave  this 
parade  to  people  whom  they  him 
for  that pni'piiKef 

Adieu,  and  be  cheerful.  Thou 
eanst  now  do  no  more  for  poor 
Helton,  wert  tbou  to  howl  for  him 
to  the  end  of  thy  life. 


ttowhray  and  I  will  drop  a  tear 
a-piece,  as  we  ride  along,  to  the 
memory  of  poor  Belton:  —  as  -mc 
rtdtioiony,  I  say;  for  we  shall  have 
90  much  joy  when  we  arrive  at 


Mr.  Belfurd  lo  KDbart  LuVBlsco,  Bnq. 

Un  Thursday  afternoon  I  as- 
sisted at  the  opening  of  poor 
Belton's  will,  in  whichhebaaleft 
me   his  sole  executor,    and   be- 

aueathed  me  a  legacy  of  an  bun- 
red  guineas;  which  I  shall  pre- 
sent to  his  unfortunate  sister,  to 
whom  he  has  not  been  so  kind  as  I 
think  he  ought  to  have  been.  He 
has  also  left  twenty  pounds  a 
piece  to  Mowbray,  Tourville,  thy- 
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8f;lf,  and  me.  for  a  ring  to  be  worn  to  take  all  opportunities  of  assist- 
ill  remembrance  of  him.  ing  her  in  ner  solemn  prepara- 

After  I  had  given  some  parti-  tion. 
cular  orders  about  the  prepara-'  This  the  gentleman  promised: 
tions  to  be  made  for  his  funeral,  I!  and  called  in  the  morning  to  in- 
wenttotown;  but  having  made  it  ■  quire  after  her  health;  and  was 
J  ate  before  I  got  in  on  1  hursdaj  admitted  at  the  first  word.  He 
night,  and  being  fatigued  for  staid  with  her  about  half  an  hour; 
want  of  rest  several  nights  before,  and  when  he  came  down,  with  his 
liiid  low  in  my  spirits,  J I  could  not  face  turned  aside,  and  a  faltering 


help  it,  Lovelace!]  I  contented 
myself  to  send  my  compliments  to 
the  innocent  sunerer,  to  inquire 
lifter  her  health. 

My  servant  saw  Mrs.  Smith, 
who  (old  him,  she  was  very  glad  I 
wuH  come  to  town;  for  that  the 
liuly  wiiH  worse  than  she  had  been 
yol.. 

It.  Im  impossible  to  account  for 
ilio  (Mitit(MitH  of  her  letter  to  you; 
(II  In  n«eoncilo  those  contents  to 
lliti  I'lirtri  I  Uiixv  to  communicate. 


I 


I    wim    lit   Smith's    by    seven 
I'lintiM'day  (Friilay)  mormug;  and 


accent,  *'Mrs.  Smith,"  said  he, 
"you  have  an  angel  in  your 
house.  —  I  will  attend  her  again 
in  the  evening,  as  she  desires, 
and  as  often  as  I  think  it  will  he 
agreeable  to  her." 

Her  increased  weakness  she  at- 
tributed to  the  fatigues  she  had 
undergone  by  your  means ;  and  to 
a  letter  she  had  received  m>m  her 
sister,  which  she  answered  the 
same  day. 

Mrs.  Smith  told  me,  that  two 
different  persons  had  called  there, 
one  on  Thursday  morning,  one  in 
I  mil  1 1  timi  tlio  lady  was  jus*t  gone  |  the  evening,  to  inquire  after  her 
ill  ii  rliuir  to  St.*  Ounstan's  to  state  of  health;  and  seemed  as  if 
hi  ii  vtMu ,  n\\o  was  too  ill  to  get  out  commissioned  from  her  relations 
liv  III  ^  {yi  CoYontA^ardon  Caurch;  for  that  purpose;  but  asked  not  to 
•iini  »vnii  I\mooiI  to  bo  supported  to  see  her,  only  were  very  inquisitive 
1 1 1  •  I  1 1 1  •  I  i  I  1 1 Y  »\  1 1-5*.  L  o  Y  iok.  T  hey  after  her  Wsitors ,  (particularly ,  it 
ivHiilil  liMNo  |iorsu:uioii  hor  against  seems,  after  ute:  what  could  they 
j.nliin ,  Imt  who  sjud  sho  kuow  not  mean  by  thatV)  after  her  way  of 
lull  limt  M  uu^ht  bo  hor  la^t  op-  life,  and  expenses;  and  one  of 
iiiiihtitllN  Mtn  I.  ON  ic  k «  droad  ing  them  ini)uired  after  her  manner  of 
llhti  »«lio  NN^^dst  Iv  tiikoti  worse  supporting  them;  to  the  latter  of 
III  i-louflt.  \\:^lk\sl  Uu;horbotOT^  which.  Mrs.  Smith  said ,  she  had 
hit  answered,  as  the  truth  was,  that 

iMi.>  Mu\iih  ixdxi  tuo,  :(how;isso  she  had  been  obliged  to  sell  some 
ill  «iu  \\  (vvluoi^t  »>  u'»;li5»  rh:;:  s':;o  v»:  her  clothes,  and  was  actoallv 
lu»»l  «Ut.«Uod  <\^  \nvoi\v^  t^o  si^cr^i-  *bcut  parting  with  more;  at  which 
\\w\\\  luul  i^oox'VNU^tj^^x  '.;  ^vA^iiJ,^  :ho  :*^|u;rist  ia  crave  old farmer- 
uuuud\v\\^l  u\  |\^*K  l^xiho  v<v',>cv.  o;"  V.vk:it.r  man)  held  up  his  hands, 
«^o  i^muh     nnS,m«v  ,iv  \v^r,;^h:  Aui  sild.  Good  God!  this  will  be 


^■d,  sad  news  to  somebody!  I  be-' 
lieve  I  must  not  mentionit.  But! 
Mrs.  Smitb  saja.  siie  desired  be! 
would,  let  him  come  from  whom' 
he  would.  He  shook  his  head,| 
and  said,  If  she  died,  theflowerl 
of  the  world  would  begone,  andj 
the  family  she  belonged  to,  woiUd 
be  no  more  than  a  cominoa  fa-' 
milj*.     I  was  pleased  with  the 
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kToa  may  be  curious  to  knowi 
r  she  passed  her  time,   when, 
obliged   to   leave   her 


1  wheD  she  weat  out  on 
....  ^  .  .>rning, and  sighed  as  if 
heart  would  break  as  she 
came  down  stairs,  and  as  she  went 
through  the  shop  into  the  coach, 
her  nurse  with,  her,  as  you  had 
informed  me  before:  that  she 
ordered  the  coachman  (whom  she 
hired  for  the  day)  to  drive  any 
whither,  so  itwas  into  the  air:  he 
accordingly  drove  her  to  Hamp- 
stead,  ana  thence  to  Highgate. 
There  at  the  Bowling-green 
House  she  alighted ,  exti'emely  ill, 
and  having  breakfasted,  ordered 
the  coachman  to  drive  veryslowly 
any  whither.  He  crept  along  to 
Mttswell  Kill,  and  put  up  at  a 
public  house  there;  where  she 
employed  herself  two  hours  in 
writing,  though  exceedingly  weak 
and  low;  till  the  dinner  she  had 
ordered  was  brought  in:  she  en- 
deavoured to  eat,  butcouldnot; 
miitT   appetite    was   gone,     quitej 

BbrtMl  lulSibo™™™rcallcr,Lo'ltEr| 
Hr.  wd  Letter  xcrii!.  Df  ibii  volume.     | 


gone,  she  said.  And  then  she 
wrote  on  for  three  hours  more; 
after  which,  being  heavy,  she 
dozed  a  little  in  an  elbow  chair. 
When  she  awoke,  she  ordered 
the  coachman  to  drive  her  very 
slowly  to  town,  to  the  house  of  a 
friend  of  Mrs.  Loviuk;  whom,  as 
agreed  upon,  she  met  there:  but. 
being  extremely  ill,  she  would 
venture  liome  at  a  late  hour,  al- 
though she  heard  from  the  widow, 
thatyou  had  been  there;  and  had 
reason  to  be  shocked  at  your  be- 
haviour. She  said,  she  found 
there  was  no  avoiding  yon:  she 
was  apprehensive  she  should  not 
live  many  hours,  aud  it  was  not 
impossible  but  the  shock  the  sight 
of  you  must  give  her,  would  de- 
termine   her   fate   in   your  pre- 

"She  accordingly  went  home.  - 
She  heard  the  relation  of  your 
astonishing  vagaries,  with  bands 
and  eyes  often  lifted  up;  and 
with  these  words  intermingled, 
Shocking  creature!  Incorrigible 
wretch  1  aud,  Will  nothing  make 
him  serious?  And  not  bein^  able 
to  bear  the  thoughts  of  an  mter- 
view  with  a  man  so  hardened,  she 
took  to  her  usual  chair  early  in 
the  morning,  and  was  carried  to 
the  Temple -stairs,  whither  she 
had  ordered  her  nurse  before  her, 
to  get  a  pair  of  oars  in  readiuess 
(for  her  f'atieues  the  day  before 
made  herunable  tobearacoach;) 
and  then  she  was  rowed  to 
Chelsea,  where  she  breakfasted; 
and  after  rowing  about,  put  in 
at  the  Swan  at  Brentford- Aight, 
where  she  dined;  and  wo^JAkenft 


r 
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written,  but  had  no  coaveniency 
either  of  tolerable  pens,  or  ink,  or 
a  private  room;  and  then  pro- 
ceeding to  Richmond ,  they  rowed 
her  back  toMortlake;  where  she 

Eat  in,  and  drank  tea  at  a  house 
er  waterman  recommended  to 
her.  She  wrote  there  for  an  hour ; 
and  returned  to  the  Temple:  and 
when  she  landed,  made  one  of  the 
watermen  get  her  a  chair,  and  so 
was  earriea  to  the  widow's  friend, 
BB  the  nigbt  before;  where  she 
again  met  the  widow,  who 
formed  her,  that  you  '  -^  ■- 
after  her  twice  that  day. 

"Mrs.  Lovick  gave  her  there 
her  siater'a  letter*;  and  ihe  was 
BO  much  affected  with  the  con- 
tenta  of  it,  that  she  was  twice 
Tery  nigh  fainting  away;  and 
wept  bitterly,  as  Mrs.  Lovicki 
told  Mrs.  Smith;  dropping  some 
warmer  expreEsions  tban  ever 
they  had  heard  proceed  from  her 
lipfl,  ia  relation  to  her  friends; 
calling  them  cruel,  and  complain- 
ing ot  ill  offlocs  done  her,  and  of 
vile  reports  raised  against  her. 

"  Wnile  she  was  thua  disturbed, 
Mrs.  Smith  came  to  her ,  and  told 
her,  that  you  had  been  there  a| 
third  time,  and  was  just  gone,  (at| 
half  an  hour  after  nine)  having  left 
word  how  civil  and  respectfitl  you  I 
would  be;  but  that  you  was  deter- ! 
mined  to  see  her  at  all  events. 

"She  said,  it  was  hard  she 
could  not  be  permitted  to  die  in 
peace:  that  her  lot  was  a  severe 
one:  that  she  began  to  be  afraid 
she  should  not  forbear  repining, 
and    to    think    her   punishment 


greater  than  her  fault:  but  re- 
calling herself  immediately,  she 
comforted  herself  that  her  life 
would  be  short,  and  with  the  as- 
surance of  a  better." 

By  what  1  have  mentioned,  yon 
will  conclnde  with  me,  that  the 
letter  brought  her  by  Sbs.  Lovick 
(the  superscription  of  which  you 
saw  to  ce  written  in  her  Bister's 
bund)  could  not  be  the  letter  on 
the  contents  ofwhichehegrounded 
(Aufshe  wrote  to  you,  ouEerretum 
home.  And  yet  neither  Mrs. 
Lovick,  nor  Mrs.  Smith,  nor  the 
servant  of  the  latter,  know  of  any 
otber  brought  her.  But  as  the 
women  assured  me,  that  she  actu- 
ally rfM  write  to  you,  Iwas  eased 
of  a  suspicion  which  I  had  began 
to  entertaiu,  that  you  (for  some 
purpose  I  could  not  guess  at)  had 
forged  the  letter  from  her  of  which 
you  sent  me  a  copy. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  wbcm 
she  received  your  letter  in  answer 
to  hers,  she  said,  Necessity  may 
well  be  called  the  mother  of  in- 
vention —  but  calamity  is  the  test 
of  integrity.  —  I  hope  I  have  not 
taken  an  ineicusable  step  —  and 
there  she  stopt  a  minute  or  two; 
and  then  said,  1  shall  no  w,  perhaps, 
be  allowed  to  die  in  peace. 

1  staid  till  she  came  in.  Shewag. 


fore  she  could  go  up  stairs:  and 
went  into  the  btick  shop:  leaning 
upon  Mi's.  Lovick:  and  when  aha 
had  sat  down ,  "  I  am  glad  to : 
you,  Mr.  Gelford,  saidshc;  Im 
say  so  —  let  mis-reporters  say 
;what  they  will." 


r  Iwonderedat thiseipression;* 
■at  woald  not  interrupt  her," 
iJOh!  air,  said  she,  1  hare  been 


mtation,  will  not  permit  me  to 
i  in  pe&ce.  You  aee  bow  I  am, 
tbere  Dot  a  great  alteration  in 
je  within  tbia  week?  Bat  'tis  aU 
a  the  better.  Yet  were  I  to  wieh 
brlife,IinuBt3aj,that70iir  friend, 
nr  barbaroas  friend,  has  hirlme 
Batly. 

Bhe  was  ao  very  weak,  so  short- 

eatfaed,    aad    her    words    and 

as  80  very  movln?,  that  I  was 

i  to  walk  from  her:  the  two 

:d  and  hernurae  turning  away 

irfaces  also  weeping. 

Filiate  had,  madam,  said  I, since 

Taw  you,  a  most  ahouking  scene 

Bfore  my  eyea,  for  days  together. 

_  -irpoorfriendBeltonisno  more. 

^fie  rjoitted  the  world  yesterday 

gijKrnung  in  such  dFeadful  agonies, 

^Mk..  .L-  - — pesBjon  they  have  left 

ave  so  iceateiied  my 

[I  was  lotb  to  have  her  think, 
it  my  grief  was  owing  to  the 
ik  state  I  saw  her  in,  for  fear  of 
idriting  her. 

That  IB  only,  Mr.  Belford,  iater- 
'"^  '  "  in  order  to alrengtAen 
aproperasebe  madeoftbe 
"taion.  ButI  should  he  glad, 
'DU  aresohumanelyaSected 
UlUieBoleinneircamstance.that 
n could  have  writtenanaccDuiit 
"itloyonr  gay  friend,  in  tlieetylo 
"1  manner  you  are  master  of. 
rokoDwa.aa  it  wouldhavecome 
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I  from  an  aaaociate ,  and  o/  an  aaao- 
ciate,  how  it  might  have  affected 

I  ThatI  Aorf  done,  Itoldher,  in 
Buchamanner ashad,  Ibelieved, 
I  some  effect  upon  you. 
j  His  behaviour  in  this  honest 
family  ao  lately,  aaid  ehe,  and  hia 
'cruel  pursuit  of  me,  give  but  little 
hope  that  any  thing  serious  or 
solemn  will  adect  him. 

We  had  some  talk  about  Bel- 
ton's  dying  behaviour,  and  I  gave 
her  several  patticulara  of  the  poor 
man's  impatience  and  deapair;  to 
which  Bhewasvoryattcntive;  and 
made  fine  obsei'vations  upon  the 
Bubjeet  of  procrastination. 

A  letter  and  packet  were 
brought  her  by  a  man  on  horse- 
back from  Misa  IIowc,  while  we 
were  talking.  She  retired  up 
stairs  to  read  it ;  and  while  I  was 
in  diacourse  with  Iilrs.  Smith  and 
Mrs.  Lovick ,  the  doctor  and  apo- 
thecary both  came  in  together. 
They  confirmed  to  me  my  fears, 
as  to  the  dangerous  way  she  is  in. 
They  had  both  been  apprised  of 
the  new  instances  of  implacable- 
ness  in  her  friends,  and  of  your 

Eersecutions :  and  the  doctorsaid, 
e  would  not  for  the  world  be 
either  the  unforgiving  father  of 
that  lady,  or  the  man  who  had 
brought  her  to  this  distresa.  Her 
hearrs  broken:  she'll  die,  aaid  he: 
there  is  no  saving  her.  But  how, 
were  1  either  the  one  or  the  other 
of  the  people  1  have  named,  I 
should  Bupport  myself  afterwards 
I  cannot  tell. 

When  she  was  told  we  were  all 
three  together,  she  desired  us  to 


f 
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walk  up.    She 

three  generalqueBtions  relating 
her  health,  she  addressed  herself 
to  ua,  to  the  following  effect: 

As  I  maj  not ,  said  she,  see  you 
three  gentlemen  together  again, 
let  me  take  this  opportunity  to 
acknowledge  my  obligations  to 
youall.  I  am  inexpresBibly  obliged 
to  you,  sir,  and  to  you,  air,  [conrt- 
seying  to  the  doctor  and  to  Mr. 
Goddard],  for  your  fnitre  than 
friendly,  yoai  jiatemid  tare  and 
concern  for  me.  Hamanity  in 
your  profession ,  I  daresay,  is  far 
from  being  a  rare  iiualification, 
because  you  are  gentlemen  E^  your 
profsBsioD:  but  so  much  kindness, 
BO  much  humanity,  did  never 
desolate  creature  meetwith,  asl 
have  met  withfromyonbotb.  But, 
indeed,  I  have  always  observed, 
that  where  a  person  relies  upon 
ProvidencCj  it  never  fails  to  raise 
up  a  new  fnend  for  every  old  one 
that  falls  off. 

This  gentleman  [bowing  to  me] 
who,  Bome  people  think,  should 
have  been  one  of  the  last  1  should 
have  thought  of  for  my  eseeutor 
—  is  nevertheless  (such  is  the 
strange  turn  that  things  have 
taken!)  the  only  one  I  can  choose; 
and  therefore  I  have  chosen  him 
for  that  charitable  office,  and  he 
has  been  so  good  as  Co  accept  of  it: 
for,  rich  asl  may  boast  myself  to 
be,  I  am  rather  so  in  liijJit,  than  in 
fad,  at  this  present.  I  repeat 
therefore  my  numble  thanks  to 
you  all  three,  and  beg  of  God  to 

_._.. .p    ^jjjj     ^u(J    ypy^g     [loOkiUg 


to  each]  an  hundredfold,  the  kind- 
ness and  favour  you  have  shewn 
me;  and  that  it  may  be  in  the 
power  of  youaudofyours,  to  the 
end  of  time,  to  confer  benefits, 
rather  than  to  be  obliged  toreceie* 
them.  This  ia  a  godlike  power, 
gentlemen:  I  once  rejoiced  in  itin 
some  little  degree;  and  much  more 
in  the  prospect  I  had  of  its  being 
enlarged  to  me;  though  I  have 
had  the  mortification  to  experience 
the  reverse,  and  to  be  obliged 
almost  to  every  body  I  have  seen 


bear  the  punishment  without 
repining:  and  I  hope  I  do.  — Por- 

SVetheseimpeilinenciea:  agratft- 
Iheart,  that  wants  the  power  it 
wishes  for,  to  express  itself  suit- 
ably to  its  own  impulses,  will  be 
at  a  loss  what  properly  to  di( "  ' 
tothetongue;  andyet,  unab 
restrain  its  overflowings,  will  force 
the  tongue  to  say  weak  and  silly 
things,    rather  than  appear  nn- 

fratefully  silent.  Oncemorethoi, 
thauk  you  all  three  for  your  kind- 
ness to  me;  and  Ood  Almigh^ 
make  you  that  amends  whicn  at 
present  I  cannot. 

She  retired  from  us  to  her  closet 
with  her  eyes  full;  and  left  lU 
looking  upon  one  another. 

Wenad  hardly  recovered  ow- 
sclveB,wheD  she,  quite  easy.cbeer- 
ful,  and  smiling,  returned  to  no. 
Doctor,  said  she,  Cseeing  we  had 
been  moved)  you  will  excuse  ma 
for  the  concern  I  give  yon:  and 
so  will  you,  Mr.  Goddard,  ana  you, 
Mr.  Belford;  for  'tis  a  concern 
that  only  generous  natures 
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Mhew;  and  tosacb  natoiea.vmi 
pte  pain,  if  I  may  so  say,  that 
Mttends  Buch  a  concern.  Rut  as 
^have  aome  few  preparationa  still 
JDmake,  and  would  uot  (though 
-  "se  of  Mr.  Belford's  future 
,  which  is,  and  ought  to  be, 
rt  of  my  study)  undertate  more 
man  it  is  likely  I  shall  have  time 
lent  me  to  perform,  1  would  beg  of 
you  to  give  me  your  opioions  [y( 
see  my  way  of  living;  and  yi 
may  be  asBured,  that  I  will  do 
nothing  wilfully  to  shorten  my 
lift]  how  long  it  may  poaaibly  be, 
before  I  may  hope  to  he  released 
from  all  my  troubles. 

They  both  hesitated,  and  looked 
upon  each  other.  Don't  be  afraid 
to  answer  me,  said  she,  each  sweet 
hand  pressing  upon  the  arm  of 
each  gentleman ,  with  that  mingled 
fieedom  and  reeerre,  which  virgin 
modesty,  mixed  with  conscious 
dienity,   can  only  express,   and 


with  a  look  SE 


willg 


enely  earnest,  Tell 
■■■  klmay-    " 


nil  give  me. 

With  what  pleasing  woe , 
the  doctor,  do  you  fill  the  mindsof 
those  who  have  the  happiucss  to 
oonrecee  with  you,  ana  see  the 
happy  frame  you  arc  in!  What 
yon  have  undergone  within  a  few 
daya  past, has  muchhurtyou;  and 


iwerable  for  your holdiugit^aud 

tiierebepanied.  | 

^ow  long,  doctor?  —  I  believe 

%  Aall  hare  a  little  more  ruffling ' 


—  I  am  afraid  I  shall  —  but  there 
can  happen  only  one  thing  that  I 
shall  not  be  tolerably  easy  under 

—  how  long  then,  sir  r'  — 
He  was  silent. 

A  fortnight,  sir? 
He  was  still  silent. 
Ten  days?  ~  A  week?  —  How 
long,   sir?   with  smiling  eamest- 

If  I  iflTuifspeak,  madam,  if  you 
have  not  better  treatment  than  you 
have  lately  met  with ,  I  am  afraid 

—  there  again  he  stopt. 
Afraidof what,  doctor?   Don't 

be  afraid  —  how  long,  sir? 

Thtft  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks 
may  deprive  the  world  of  the  finest 
flower  in  it. 

A  fortnight  or  three  weeks  yet, 
doctor?^  But,  God's  will  bedonei 
I  shall,  however,  hy  this  means, 
have  full  time,  if  I  have  but 
strength  and  intellect,  to  do  all 
that  la  now  upon  my  mind  to  do. 

thank  yoa  [turning  to  eachof  nsj 
for  all  your  goodness  to  me;  and, 
having  letters  to  write,  will  take 
up  no  more  of  your  time  —  only, 
doctor,  be  pleased  to  order  me 
some  more  of  those  drops;  they 
cheer  mealittle,  whenlam  low; 
and  puttingafceintohisanwilling 
bancl^you  knowthe terms,  sir! 

—  Then,  turning  to  Mr.  Goddard, 
You'll  be  BO  good,  sir,  as  to  look 
in  upon  me  to-night  or  to-morrow, 
as  you  have  opportunity :  andyou, 
Mr.  Belford,  I  know,  will  be 
desirous  to  set  out  to  prepare  for 
the  last  office  for  your  late  friend; 
soIwiBh  joaagoiji^o'Mtte^  i'""'* 
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hope  to  see  you  when  th.it  ie  per- 
formed. 

She  then  retired,  witha  cheerful 
and  serene  air.  The  two  gen- 
tlemen went  away  together.  Iwent 
down  to  the  women,  and, inquiring, 
found,  that  Mrs.  LoTiclc  was  this 
day  to  bring  her  twenty  guineaa 
more,  for  some  of  her  apparel. 

The  widow  tcildme,that  shehad 
taken  the  liberty  to  eipoBtulalt 
with  her,  upon  the  nrcnsioii  shi 
hadfoi' raising  thlemoney,  tosuch 

freat  disadvantage;  and  it  pro- 
Qced  the  following  short  and 
affecting    conversation    between 

None  of  my  friends  will' wear 
any  thing  of  mine,saidBhe.  Ishall 
leave  a  great  many  good  things 
behind  me,  —  And  as  to  what  I 
want  the  money  for  —  don't  be 
Buiprised:  but  supposelwaat  itto 

L   purchase  a  house '/ 

I        You  are  all  mystery,  madam.    I 

m    don't  comprehend  you. 

I  Why  then,  Mrs.  Lovici,  I  will 
explain  myself.  —  I  have  a  man, 
not  a  noman,  for  my  executor: 
and  think  you  that  1  will  leave  to 
his  care  any  thing  that  concerns 
my  owu  person?  —  Now,  Mrs. 
T.ovick,  smiling,  do  you  compre- 
hend me? 

Mrs.  Lovick  wept. 
O  fie !  proceeded  the  lady,  drying 
np  her  tears  with  her  own  hand- 
kerchief, and  giving  her  a  kiss  — 
Why  this  kind  weakness  for  one, 
with  whom  you  have  been  eo  little 
a  while  acquainted?  Dear,  good 
Mrs.  Lovick,  don't  be  concerned 
for  me  on  a  prospect  with  which 
lixn  occaeioa  to  be  pleased ;  but 
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go  to-morrow  to  your  friend 
and  bring  me  themoney  they  bat 
agreed  to  give  you. 

Tbus,  Lovelace,  it  is  plain,  that 
she  means  to  bespeak  ber  last 
house!  Here's  presence  of  mind; 
here's  tranqnilhty  of  heart,  on  the 
most  affecting  occasion!  —  This 
is  magnanimity  indeed  1 — Couldst 
thou,  or  could  I,  with  all  oar 
boisterous  bravery,  and  offensive 
false  courage,  act  thus?  —  Poor 
Bekon,  bow  unlike  was  thy  be- 
haviour ! 

Mrs.  Lovick  tells  me,  that  the 

lady  spoke  of  a  letter  she  had 

received  from  her  favourite  divine 

Dr.  Lewin,  in  the  time  of  my  ah- 

id  of  an  answer  she  had 

returned  to  it.     But  Mrs.  Lovick 

knows  not  the  contents  of  either. 

When  thou  receivest  the  letter 

am  now  writing,  thou  wilt  see 

what  will  soon  be  the  end  of  all 

thy  injuries  to  this  divine  lady.    I 

.y,  ic/ien  Ikuu  recauent  if;  for  I  will 

:lay  it  for  some  little  time,  lest 

thou  ahouldest  take  into  thy  head 

(under  pretence  of  resenting  the 

disappomtment    her  letter   roast 

give  thee)  to  molest  ber  again. 

This  letter  having  detained  me 

'  its  length,  I  shall  not  now  set 

It  for  Epsom  till  to-morrow. 

I  should  have  mentioned,  that 

the  lady  explained  to  me  what  the 

01IC  thing  was,  that  she  was  afiraid 

might  happen  to  ruffle  her.  It  was 

tbe   apprenension  of  what  mar 

result   from   a  visit   which   Col. 

Morden,  as  she  is  informed,  de- 
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nxiso,  dearest  and  eve 
speciBole  young  ladj,  upon  yonv 
fonner  favour,  and  upon  your  opi' 
oion  of  ni  J  judgment  and  Bincerity, 
1  cannot  help  addreseing  you  by 
s  few  lines,  on  your  present 
hs.ppy  Bituatioo. 

1  will  uot  look  back  upon  Lhe 
meaaurea  into   which   you   have 

rilhet  been  led  or  dfivi^i :  but  will 

I  to  those,  that  1  think 
I  least  to  blame  of  any 
Itnglady  tliat  was  ever  redueed 
mliappy  to  unhappy  circum- 
kacea;  and  I  b  ave  not  been  want- 
Igtoaajasmucb,  wherelhoped 
"f  freedom  would  have  been 
.tter  received  than  1  have  had 
ke  nortificstiou  to  £od  it  to  be. 
What  I  principally  write  for 


f,  is,  to  put  you  upon  ;doing 
I  peoe  of  justice  to  yourself ,  and' 
Wu-Bex,  intfaeproaccutinKforfa 

jwet)the     .     , 
'oned  of  men,  as  he  miiBt  be,  who 
Id  act  so  basely  aslunderatand 

kLovelace  has  acted  by  you, 
Elamvery  ill;  and  am  nowforced 
T  write  upon  my  pillow;  my 

knights  confused ;  and  incapable 
■  method:  I  shall  not  therefoi 
Jin  at  method.  But  to  give  yo 
Bgeueral  my  opinion. ^Andtbat 
nihatTOur  religion,  your  duty 
BjoDcfanuly,  the  duty  you  owe 
Wyoar  honour,  and  even  charity 

b  Tonr  sex,  oblige  you  to  give 

nblic  evidence  agaiuat  this  very 
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And  let  me  add  anollicr  con- 
sideration: the  prevention,  by  this 
means,  of  the  miscliiefa  that  may 
otherwise  happen  between  your 
brother  and  Mr.  Lovelace,  or  be- 
tween the  latter  and  your  cousin 
Morden,  who  is  now,  I  hear,  ar- 
rived, and  resolves  to  have  justice 
done  you. 

A  consideration  which  ought  to 
affect  your  conscience  [forgiveme, 
deareat  young  lady,  I  think  I  am 
now  in  too  way  of  my  duty] ;  and 
tobeof  more  concern  to  you,  than 
that  hard  pressure  upon  your 
modesty  which  I  know  the  ap- 
pearance against  him  in  an  open 
coartmuatbeof  to  such  a  lady  as 
you;  and  which,  I  conceive,  will 
be  your  great  diffictdty.  But  I 
know,  madam,  that  you  have 
dignity  enough  to  become  the 
blushes  of  the  most  naked  truth, 
when  necessity,  justice,  and  ho- 
nour, eiact  it  from  you.  Rakes 
and  ravishers  would  meet  with 
encouragement  indeed,  and  most 
from  those  who  had  the  greatest 
abhorrence  of  their  actions,  if 
violated  modesty  were  never  to 
complain  of  the  injury  it  received 
fromthevillainDuaatteropteraofit, 

In  a  word,  the  reparation  of  your 
family  disbonoui'  now  rests  in  your 
own  bosom:  and  which  only  one 
of  these  two  alternatives  can  re- 
pair; to  wit,  either  to  many  the 
offender,  or  to  prosecute  liim  at 
law.  Bitter  expedients  for  a  soul 
so  delicate  as  yoursl 

He  and  nil  hia  friends,  I  under- 
stand, solicit  you  to  the  firat:  and 
it  Is  certainly,  now,  all  the  amends 
within  his  power  to  make.  But  I 
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am  assured,  Ihat  you  have  rejected 
(Aetr  BolicitatioDB,  acdftis,  with  the 
indignation  and  contempt  that  his 
vilf)  actions  have  deserved:  but 
jet,  that  jou  refuse  not  to  eitend 
to  him  the  christian  forgiveneaahf 
has  so  little  reason  to  eipect,  pro- 
vided ho  will  uot  disturb  yo\, 
further. 

But,  madam,  the  prosecution  1 


ttdvii 


,  will  n 


;  let  J 


I 


and  future  exemption  from  fresh 
disturbance  from  sovileamolester 
depend  upon  hia  eourtesy:  Ishould 
think  so  noble  and  bo  rightlj- 
guided  a  spirit  as  yours,  would 
not  permit  that  it  should,  if  ^ou 
could  help  it. 

And  can  indignities  of  any  kind 
Ije  properly  pardoned  till  we  have 
it  in  imr  power  to  punish  them 
To  pretend  to  pardon,  while  wi 
are  labouring  under  the  pain  o. 
dishonour  of  them,  will  he  thought 
by  some  to  be  but  the  vaunted 
mercy  of  a  pusillanimous  heart, 
trembling  to  resent  them.  The 
remedy  fpropose 


but  what 


pain 


nhen 


than  the  mjury?  or  how  will  it 
juries  be  believed  to  grieve  m 
that  are  never  honourably  coir 
plained  of? 

lamHureMiasCIarissaHarlowi 
however  injured  and  oppressed, 
remains  unshaken  in  lier  sen- 
timents of  honour  and  virtue:  and 
although  she  would  sooner  die 
than  ilmeive  that  her  modesty 
should  be  drawn  into  question; 
yet  she  will  think  no  truth  im- 
modest that  is  to  be  uttered  in  the 
vindiiratcd  cause  of  innocence  and 
cbaa^.    Little,  retj  littie  di^ 


ference  is  there ,  my  dear  youn^ 
lady,  between  a  suppressed  evi- 
dence, and  false  one. 

li  is  a  terrible  circumstance,  I 
once  more  own,  for  a  young  lady 
of  your  delicacy,  to  be  under  tba 
obligation  of  telling  so  shocking 
a  story  in  public  court:  but  it  u 
still  a  worse  imputation,  that  she 
should  pass  over  so  mortal  an  in- 
jury unresented. 

Conscience,  honour,  justice,  are 
on  your  side:  and  modesty  would, 
by  some,  bethought  but  an  empty 
unme,  should  ynu  refuse  to  obey 
their  dictates, 

I  have  been  couEulted,  I  own, 
on  this  subject.  I  have  given  it 
as  my  opinion,  that  you  ou^t  to 
prosecute  the  abandoned  man  — ■■ 
but  without  my  reasons.  These  Ii 
reserved,  with  a  resolution  to  lay 
them  before  yon  unknown  to  any: 
body,  that  the  result,  if  what  7 
wish,  may  be  your  num. 

I  will  only'  add,  that  the  iiu«- 
fortunes  which  have  befallen  Tou, 
had  they  been  the  lot  of  a  child  of' 
my  own,  could  not  have  affectedi 
me  more  than  yours  have  done. 
My  own  child  1  love:  but  1  both' 
love  and  honour  you:  since  to  IotO' 
you,  is  to  love  virtue,  good  sense, 
prudence,  and  every  thing  that  is 
good  and  noble  in  woman. 

Wounded  as  1  think  all  tbeaV 
are  by  the  injuries  you  have  ra- 
ceived,  you  will  believe  that  the 
knowledge  of  your  distresses  must 
have  affiicted,  beyond  what  1  am 
able  to  express, 

Your    sincere   admirer,  and 
humble  servant, 


I Ijust  DOW  understand,  thatjourlmakea  jxtcl^  against  those  whom 
BiEter  will,  by  proper  authority,  both  duty  and  inclinatiou  bid  me 
propose  this  prosecution  toyoa.|reTerence:  so  long  trailed  on  be- 
,1   humbly  preeame,    that   thcjlween  Aope  andthaibt:  su  little  mg 
reason   why  you  resolved  not  uiiinn)ufi'es«atonetinie',sofesrtuL 
upon  thisstep/rornfA^^r:!!,  was,  of  laalring  or  cafising  mischief,  at 
tnat  you  did  not  know,  that  it  another;  and  not  being  encouraeed 
to  hope,  by  your  kind  notice,  that 
my  application  to  yon  would  be 
~  :ceptable:  — apprehending, that 
y  relations  haa  engaged  yonr 
Wic^  at  least*  — 
TassE  —  but  why  these  un- 
availing retrospections  now?  —  I 
mas  to  oe  unhappy  —  in  order  to 
be  happy,  that  is  my  hopel  — Re- 
Tiin^  therefore  to  that  hope,  I 
[[,  without  any  further  preamble, 
ite  a  few  lines  (if  writing  to  ynu, 
an  write  bill  a  few)  in  answer  to 
the  subject  of  your  kind  letter. 

Permit  me,  then,  to  say,  thatl 
believe  your  arguments  would 
have  been  unanswerable  in  almost 
every  other  case  of  this  nature,  but 
in  that  of  the  unhappy  Clarissa 
HarloiBe. 

It  is  certain  that  creatures ,  who 
cannot  stand  the  shock  Qf  public 
shame,  should  be  doubly 'careful 
how  they  expose  themselves  to  the 
danger  of  incurring  prit-ate  ffuili, 
which  may  possibly  bring  them  to 
"■'    "-■--■-    ijsf;^;  suppose  there 
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would  have  the 

/support  ofyouT  relations. 


,  till  I  received  your 
affectionate  and  welcome  letter, 
that  I  had  neither  father,  uncle. 
brother  left;  nor  liardly  a  friend 
among  my  former  favourers  of 
your  sex.  Yet  knowing  t/uu  so 
well,  and  having  no  reason  to  up- 
brud myself  with  a  faulty  will,  I 
was  to  blame  (even  although  I  had 
doubted  the  continuance  of  your 
good  opinion)  to  decline  the  trial, 
whether  I  had  forfeited  it  on  ' 
and  if  1  had,  whether  I  could 
Wioui'afi/y  reinstate  myself  in 

But,  sir,  it  wasowing  to  different 
causes  that  I  did  not;  i  "  ' 
»hatne,  to  think  how  big] 
happier  days,  I  stooa  in  your 
esteem,  and  how  much  I  must  be 
sank  in  it,  since  those  so  much 
neater  in  relation  to  me  gave  . 
up :  partly  to  dccji  dislresn,  which 
makes  the  bumbled  heart  diffident; 
and  made  mine  afraid  to  claim  the 
kindred  mind  in  yours,  which 
would  have  supplied  to  me,  in 
some  measure,  all  the  dear  and 
lost  relations  I  have  named. 

Then,  so  loth,  as  I  sometimes 

was,  to  be  thought  to  want  to 

■      asrifta,.  IV. 


were  no  objections  from  the  de- 
clining way  I  Vm  in  as  to  my 
health;  and  supposing  I  could 
have  prevailed  upon  myself' 
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pear  agaioBt  this  man;  were  there 
uotroom  to  apprehend,  that  the 
end  BO  much  wished  tor  by  my 
friends  (towitibixcoudignpunish- 
nient)  would  not  bsive  been  ob- 
tained, when  it  oime  tobeeeen, 
that  1  bad  consented  to  give  him  a 
clandestine  meeting;  and,  incon- 
sequeneeof  that,  had  been  weakly 
tricked  out  of  myaelf;  aud  further 
still,  had  not  beec  able  to  avoid 
living  under  one  roof  with  hira  for 
several  weeks;  which  1  did  ^not 
only  without  complaint,  but)  with- 
out cause  of  complaint. 

Little  advantage  inacourt  {per- 
haps, bandied  about,  aud  jested 
profligately  with)  would  some  of 
those  pleas  in  my  favour  have 
been,  vihicb out nf  court ,  andtoa 
privale  aud  sertoui  audience,  would 
have  carried  the  greatest  weight 
against  him  —  sucTi ,  particularly. 
aa  the  infamous  methods  to  which 
he  had  recourse.  — 

It  would ,  DO  doubt,  have  been  a 
ready  retort  from  every  mouth, 
that  I  ought  not  to  have  thrown 
myaelf  into  the  power  of  such  a 
man,  and  that  I  oueht  to  take  fur 
my  pains  what  had  befallen  me. 

But  had  the  prosecution  been 
carried  on  to  effect,  and  had  he 
even  been  aenlenced  to  death,  can  it 
be  supposed,  that  hia  family  would 
not  have  had  intereat  enough  to 
obtain  his  pardon,  for  a  crime 
thought  too  lightty  of,  though  one 
of  the  greatest  that  can  be  com- 
mitted against  a  creature  valuing 
her  honour  above  her  lifeV 
While  1  had  been  censured  as  p 

witb  sBugaiahry  riefia,  a 


who  ofi'ered  me  early  all  the 
reparatiou  in  his  power  to  make? 


liberty  to  do  as  much  mischief  ai 

I  dare  say,  sir,  such  is  the  as- 
irance  of  the  man  upon  whoni 
y  unhappy  destiny  threw  mej 
aud  such  nis  inveteracy  to  my 
family  (which  would  then  havv 
appeared  to  be  justified  by  Haa  ' 
iveteracy  to  him ,  and  b^ 
nest  endeavoure  to  takd 
away  his  life),  that  he  would  not 
have  been  sorry  (o  have  had  aa 
opportunity  to  confront  me,  an^ 
my  father,  unclea,  and  brother,  at 
the  bar  ofa  court  of  justice,  oB 
snch  au  occasion.  In  which  caad^ 
would  not  (on  his  acquittal  d" 
pardon)  reaentmentu  have   ' 


cure  than  now? 

How  do  theee  consideraUonii 
aggravate  my  fault!  Mymotive^ 
at  first,  were  not  indeed  blai~~ 
able:  buti  had  forgotten  the 
cellent  caution,  which  yet  1 1 
not  ignorant  of,  thai  we  ougit  net 
lo  do  evU  that  good  may  come  of  it 

In  full  conviction  of  the  pnrilf 
of  my  heart,andof  tbefirmneHOf 
my  principles,  [why  may  I  no^ 
thus  called  upon,  say  what  1  MB 
conscious  of,  and  jet  witboumn 
imputation  of  faulty  pride ;  sinot 
all  is  but  a  ifuiy,  and Ishouldbe 
utterly  ineicusable,  could  I  not 
justly  say  what  I  do?  —  In  thii. 
full  CDDTietion]  he  haa  ofierad  me 


f. 


heart.    I  have  had  none  in  losing 

liatl  have  nnnWfr  plea  to  make, 
which  aloiie  woula  have  been 
enough  (as  Ipreaume)  to  answer 
the  couteutfl  of  yout  very  kind 
and  friendly  letter. 

I  know,  my  dear  and  reverend 
friend ,  the  spiritual  guide  and  di- 
reetorof  myhappicrday!!  Iknow, 
that  you  will  allow  of  my  en- 
deavour to  briugmyself  to  this  cha- 
ritable disposition,  when  Iteil  you 
how  near  I  think  myself  to  that 
great  and  awful  moment  iVi  which, 
and  even  in  the  ardent  prepara- 
tion to  which,  every  sense  of  in- 
dignity or  injury   that  concerns 

.     _. not  the  immortal  soul,  ought  to  bo 

itaneea  of  unmanly  baseness  andjabaorbed  in  higher  and  more  im- 


He  has  avowed  his 
Mnitence:  a  sincere  penitence  1 
have  reason  to  think  it,  though 
perhaps  not  a  ckrielian  one.  And 
his  noble  relations,  (kinder  to 
the  poor  sufferer  than  her  own) 
on  the  same  conviction ,  and  his 
own  not  ungenerous  acknowledg- 
ments, have  joined  to  intercede 
with  me  to  forglce  and  accept  of 
him.  Although  I  cannot  comply 
with  the  latter  part  of  their  iuter- 
eesaion,  have  not  you,  sir,  from 
the  hesi  rules,  and  from  thedk-iiiest 
eiample ,  taught  me  to  forgive  in- 


premeditation;  yet,  I  hleaa  God,  portant  contemplati 
it  has  not  tainted  my  mind ;  it  has       Thus  much  for  mijutlf. 
not  hurt  my  morals.     No  thauks       And  for  the  satisfaction  of  my 
indeed  to  the  wicked  man  that  iVfrienils  and  favnurers.  Miss  Howe 
has  not.      No  vile  eourses  have  I  is  solicitous  to  have  all  those  let- 
followed  it.   My  will  is  unviolated.  ters     and     materials    preserved. 
The  evii  (respecting  niyadf,  and  which  will  set  my  whole  story  m  a. 
not  my  friends)  is  merely  personal,  true  light.     The  good  Dr.  Ijewen 
No  credulitj,    no  weakness,    no  is   one  of  the  prmcip&l  of  tfaose 
waut  of  vigilance,  have  1  to  re- 1  friends  and  favourers. 
proach    myself  with.      I     have,  I      The  warning  that  may  be  given, 
through   grace,    triumphed   over! from    those    papers  _ to    all    euctt 
the  deepest  machinaliouB.  I  have  I  young    creatures    as    may    ^*'', 
escaped   from  him.      I   have   re-lknownor  heardof  me,   ^*y.°!rl' 
nouneed  him.     The  man  whom  more  efficacy  to  the  end  -wiBtt™' 
oncelcould  have  loved,  I  havelfor.  aa  I  humWypresume  to  thm^i 
been  enabled  to  despise;  and  shall  I  than  my  appearance   couia  na 
not tftar'Vtf  complete  my  triumnh? I  been   iu   a   court  of  juaUce,  p 
And  shall  I  not  «yo^  it?  _  A^d  smug  a  doubtful  erent ,  under  W 
where  would  be  mj  triumph,  if  he  I  disadvantages  I  have   »*^*' 


i/rtcriW  my  forgiveness?  — 


And  if,  my  dear 


ldI  he  has  had  a  loss  in  losing ! are    now, 
mel    I  have  the  pride  to  think  so  Itbins,  of  (ft!>  opinion,    _  ^     . 

beoMMl  think  I  know  mj  own'^'iowit,  I  ehould,  cousvae-c  V^ 


r 
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particular  felicity ;  being  as  sqIicI- 
toua  &s  ever  to  be  justified  in  what 
I  may  in  your  eyes. 

I  am  BOiry ,  air ,  that  your  indis- 
poaition  has  reduced  you  to  the 
necessity   of  writing  upon  your 

[lillow.  But  liow  much  am  I  ob- 
Lged  to  that  kind  and  generous 
concern  for  me,  which  baaiiapelted 
you,aBlmayaay,to  wrilB  a  letter, 
containing  so  iDaDypatemallines, 
with  encli  incouvenience  to  your- 
self. 

May  the  Almighty  bleaa  you, 
dear  and  reverend  sir ,  for  all  your 
goodness  to  me  of  long  time  past, 
sa  well  as  for  that  which  engages 
my  present  gratitude!  Continue 
to  esteem  me  to  the  last ,  as  I  do 
and  will  venerate  you ;  and  let  me 
beapeak  your  prayers,  the  can- 
tinxtance,  1  should  say,  of  your 
prayers,  for  1  doubt  not,  .that  1 


owing  (as  well  as  to  your  pious 
precepts  instilled  through  my 
earlier  youth)  that  I  have  been 
able  to  make  the  stand  I  have 
made;  although  every  thing  that 
you  prayed  for  has  not  been 
granted  to  me  by  that  Divine 
Wisdom, which  kuowBwhat "  ' 
for  its  poor  creatures. 

My  prayers  for  i/uw  are,  that  it 
will  please  God  to  restore  yon  to 
your  affectionate  flock;  and  after 
as  many  years  of  life  as  shall  be 
for  his  service,  and  to  your  own 
comfort,  give  us  a  happy  meeting 
in  those  reKioua  of  blesaedi  ~ 
which  you  have  taught  me, 
well  by  example  as  by  precept,  to 
,   Mt^ne  tol      CubusaUiblc - 


oMi 


lo  Fier  unci;  AnIDh^ 


anda;,  A 


by  your  letters  to  my, 
uucles,  that  ihey,  as  well  as  I,  art 
in  great  disgrace  with  you  fbC 
writing  our  minds  to  you. 

We  can't  help  it,  sister  Clary. 

You  don't  think  it  worth  yoBf 
while,  I  find,  a  second  time  U 
press  for  the  blessing  you  preten 
to  be  so  earnest  about.  Yonthinll 
no  doubt,  that  you  have  doneTcn 
duty  in  asking  for  it;  so  youlln 
down  satisfied  with  that,  I  b  _ 
pose,  and  leave  it  to  yonrwonndfl 
parents  to  repent  hereaiter  lii 
theyhaveuot  done/Aej'r«,inpvi 
it  you,  at  the  firsi  word:  and] 
making  snch  inquiries  about  yoi 
as  you  think  ought  to  have  Me) 
made.  Fine  encouragement  t( 
inquire  after  a  run-away  dau^ 
tert  living  with  her  fellow,  asloDj 
as  he  would  live  with  her!  Ya 
repent  also,  (with  your  fiUl  mini 
as  you  modestly  caU  it]  that  jol 

So  wo  arc  not  likely  to  be  a; 
plied  to  anymore,  Ifind,  in  tli 

Well  then,  since  this  is  the  cai 
sister  Clary,  let  me,  !Pi(i  aii  ftumi 
lity,  address  myself  withapropfl 
sal  or  two  to  you;  to  which  y 
will  be  gracioudy  pleased  to  gt 


have  had  hints 
veral  quarters. 


that  you  have 


Kedii 


aaner  by  the  vil- 1  effect*;  and  then,  again, possibly, 

lain  you  ran  away  with,  that  his  |  you  may  not  at  present  behave  so 
life  would  bo  answerable  for  hia  i  prudently  in  some  certwn  points, 
crime,if itwerefairlytobeproved.|aB  to  entitle  yonraelf  to  public 
And  by  yourownhinta,somethingiiustice;  which,  if  tme,  the  Lord 
like  it  appears  to  ub.  ^  '.have  meray  upon  you. 

If,  CUry,  there  be  any  thing]  One  word  only  more  as  to  the 
hut  jingle  and  affected  period  in  above  proposal; —  your  admirer, 
what  proceeds  from  your/iiWminrf,  IJr.Lewen,  is  clear  in  bis  opinion 
and  yoarihilil'ulc'mschumesn;  and  that  you  should  prosecute  the  vil- 
if  there  be  tinath  in  what  Mrs.  lain. 

Norton  and  Mrs.  Howe  have  ac-  Butif  youwillnotagree  to  this, 
qnainted  us  with ,  you  may  yet  I  have  another  proposal  to  make 
Justify  yonr  character  to  us,  and  to  yon,  and  that  in  the  name  of 
to  the  world,  in  every  thing  hut  every  one  in  the  family;  whicbis, 
your  scandalous  elopement;  and  |  that  you  will  think  of  going  to 
the  taw  may  reach  the  villain :  1  Penaylvania  to  reside  there  for 
and  could  we  but  bring  him  to  the 'some  few  years  till  all  is  blown 
gallows,  what  a  meritorious  re-  over:  and,  if  it  please  God  to 
venge  would  that  he  to  our  whole  I  spare  you,  and  your  unhappy 
injured  family,  and  to  the  inno-  parents,  tijl  they  can  be  satisfied 
cents  he  has  deluded,  as  well  asjthat  you  behave  like  a  true  and 
the  saving  from  ruin  many  others!  i  uniform  penitent;  at  least  till  you 

Let  me,  therefore,  knowfi/'i;iJU|areone-and-twenty;  you  may  then 
;i/e(MeJ  whether  you  are  willing  to  comeback  to  your  own  estate,  or 
appeartodo  jdur^e//",  and'j.f,  and  have  theprodnceof  itsenttbiUier, 
yourse:):,  thisiastice?  If ihj/, sister  as  you  shall  choose.  A  period 
Clary, wesball  know  whattothink  which  my  father  fixes,  because  it 
ofyou;  for  neitherj'fu  uorwit  can  is  the  ciisluin;  and  because  ho 
suffer  more  than  we  have  done  thinks  your  jrandfalhei-  should 
from  thescandal  of  your  fall;  and  have  fixed  it;  and  because,  let 
ifyoi/ tfiV/,  Mr.  AcklandandCoun-  me  add,  you  have  fully  proved, 
seUor  Derham  will  both  attend  by  your  fine  conduct,  that  you 
you  to  make  proper  mqviries ,  and  were  not  at  years  of  discretion  at 
to  take  minutes  of  your  story  to  eighteen.  Poor  doting,  though 
found  a  process  upon,  if  it  will  good  old  man!  —  Your  grand- 
bear  one,  with  as  great  8  probabi-j  father,  he  thought  —  but  I  would 
lity  o'' '-'^  '-'  "^ - 


r 
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ODce  well  tbere,  it  would  rid  your 
father  and  mother  of  a,  world  of 
carea,  and  feara,  and  scandal; 
and  I  think  is  what  you  should  wish : 
for  of  all  things. 

Mr.  Hartley  will  engage  for  all 
accommodations  in  your  passage 
Buitahle  to  your  rank  and  fortune; 
and  he  has  a  concern  in  a  ship,  I 
which  will  sail  in  a  month;  anal 
you  may  take  your  secret- keeping 
Hannah  with  yon,  or  whom  you 
will  of  your  newer  acquaintance.  | 
'Tia  presumed  that  yonr  compa-) 
nions  willbeofyour  ownaei.  i 

These  are  what  I  had  to  com-' 
mnnicate  to  you;  and  if  you'll] 
oblige  me  with  an  answer  (which' 
thehand  that  conveys  this wdi  call' 
for  on  Wednesday  morning)  it  will' 
be  very  condescending. 

Ababella  Harlo  wg  . 


Wbtte  tome,  my  hard-hearted ' 
sister,  in  what  manner  yon  please, 
I  shall  alwajfii  be  thankful  to  you 
for  your  notice.  But  (think  what 
you  will  of  me)  I  cannot  see  Mr. 
Ackland  and  the  counsellor  on 
such  a  biibinesa  as  you  meDlion. 

77(6  Lor'!  have  mercy  upon  me  m- 
deed!   For  none  else  will. 

Surely  I  am  believed  to  be  a 
creature  past  all  sbame.  or  it 
could  not  be  thought  of  sending 
two  gentlemen  to  me  on  such  an 

Had  my  mother  required  of  me 

(orwonld  modesty  hare  permitted 

L  ^fisc  io  iaqaiie  into)  the  parliculats 


of  my  sad  story ,  or  bad  Mrs.  JV 
tim  been  directed  to  receive  Ihenif 
from  me,  methinks  it  had  been 
more  fit;  and  I  presume  to  think, 
that  it  would  have  been  more  '^ 
every  one's  character  too,  bi 
they  been  required  of  me  beforft 
such  heavy  judgment  had  beeft' 
passed  upon  me,  aa  has  beea 
passed. 

I  Inoii}  that  this  ia  Dr.  Lewen'i 
opinion.  He  has  been  so  good  a^ 
to  enforce  it  in  a  kind  letter  to  m^ 

I  have  answered  his  letter;  L 

given  such  reasons  as  I  hojievil 
satisfy  him.  I  could  wish  it  itet 
thought  worth  while  to  reqaetto 
bi"i  a  sightof  my  answer*. 

To  your  other  proposal,  a 
going  to  Fensylvania;  this  iem; 
answer —  If  nothing  happen  nilb 
in  a  month  which  may  fiill .  a 
etfectually  rid  my  parenta  aiu 
friends  of  that  world  ofcares,  am 
fears,  and  scandals,  which  joi 
mention,  and  if  lam  then  ableb 
be  carried  on  board  a  ship ,  1  wii 
cheerfully  obey  my  fattier  i 
mother ,  although  I  were  sure  t« 
die  in  tbe  passage.  And,  iflmsjr 
be  forgiven  for  saying  bo  (for  ' 
deed  it  proceeds  not  trom  a  spirit' 
of  repris^you  shall  set  over  me, 
instead  of  my  poor  obliging,  bat 
really  unculp able  Hannah,  y(ya» 
Betty  Barnes;  to  whom  I  will  b«r 
answerable  for  all  my  conduct 

■  HcT  letter,  coDliiniBg  tbo  r 

Loea'B  rleatli ,  which  fell  ouLi'oo 

he  h»d  recrtieil  11,  wm  the  rsMon 

viu  not  conimDaicaled  ta  Ihc  tuaUv,  Um 
il  WM  loo  liLta  Id  do  llw  aarvlee  1'—' 
mlgbt  h&ve  bean  hopsd  tOr  &«■  tl. 


OIARISSA  H&KLOWE. 


^dl  will  make  it  worth  her  vrLite 

LKcconipaiiy  mc. 

J  am  equally  surprlBed  And  coii- 

laed  at  tbe  hintewhicli  both  you 

U  my  uacle  Antony  give  of  ncir 

bkts  of  misbehavioar  in  me!  — 

Dhat  can  be  meant  by  them  V 

will  not  tell  you,  Miss  Har- 

,  how  much  I  am  afflicted  at 

J^VT  severity,    and  how  much  1 

suffer  by  it,   and  by  your  hard- 

hearteil  levity  of  style,   because 

what  I  shall  say  may  be  construed 

into  jingle  and  perind  and  because 

I  know  it  is  intended,  very  possibly 

for ibniJ ends ,  tomortiff  me.    All 

I  will  theretbre  aay,    is,   that  it 

^""1  not  lose  its  end,   if  that 

tot ,    nevertheless ,    (divesting 
self  aa  much  as  possible  of  all 
Butment)  1  will  only  pray ,  that 
»ili   ^ve  you,   ioT  your 
,  a  kinder  heart  than  at 
iotyouseem  to  have;  sincea 
d  heart ,  I  am  convinced ,  is  a 
Hter  blessing  to  ita  poaaeasor, 
n  it  can  be  to  any  other  person, 
^"-thia  conviction,  I  subscribe 
,  my  dear  Bella, 
^our  ever-affectionate  sister, 

Cl,  HiBLOWK, 
LETTER  LXX. 


I  letters  you  sent  me,  I  no< 
n  by  the  hand  that  bringsyo 


tft  ia  imposaible  for  n 


press  how  much  I  have  been 
affected  by  them,  and  by  your 
lastof  the  17th.  Indeed,  my  dear 
Miss  Clary,  vou  are  veryharahly 
usedj  indeed  you  are  1  and  if  you 
should  be  taken  from  ua,    what 

grief  and  what  punishment  are 
ley  not  treasuring  up  against 
tbemselres  iu  the  heavy  reflections 
which  theu7  rash  censures  and  un- 
forgivingnesa  will  occasion  them. 

But  I  find  to  what  your  uncle 
Antony's  cruel  letter  is  owing,  as 
welt  as  one  you  will  be  still  more 
afflicted  by,  [God  help  you  my  poor 
dear  child !  ]  when  it  comes  to  your 
hand ,  written  by  your  sister,  with 
proposals  to  you*. 

It  was  finished  to  send  you 
yesterday,  1  know;  and  I  apprise 
you  of  it,  that  you  should  fortify 
your  heart  against  the  contents 
of  it. 

The  motiveswhich  incline  them 
all  to  this  severity ,  if  well 
grounded,  would  authorize  any 
severity  they  could  express,  and 
tvliich,  while  they  believe  them  to 
be  so.  both  they  and  you  are  to  be 
equally  pitied. 

They  are  owin^  to  the  informa- 
tion of  that  officious  Mr.  Brand, 
who  has  acquainted  them  (from 
someenemy  of  youra  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood about  you{  that  viaits 
are  made  yon,  highly  censurable, 
by  a  man  of  a  free  character,  and 
anintimateof  Mr. Lovelace,  who 
is  often  in  private  with  you ;  aome- 
time  twice  or  thrice  a-day. 

Betty  gives  herself  great  liber- 
tics  of  speech  upon  this  occasion, 
and  your  frienda  are  too  ready  to 
•  Bee  LeWet  li-rtVi. 


r 


wiflh,  that,  let  the  gentleman's 
Tiewfl  be  ever  BO  honourable,  you 
could  entirel]'  drop  acquaintance 
with  him. 

Something  of  this  nature  was 
hinted  at  by  Betty  to  me  before, 
but  BO  darkly ,  that  I  eould  not , 
teU  what  to  make  of  it-  and  this 
made  me  mention  it  to  you  so 
generally,  as  I  did  in  my  last. 

Your  cousin  Mordeu  has  been 
among  them.    He  is  exceedingly 


LETTBa  LXXI. 


Aftee  I  had  sealed  up  the  in- 
closed, I  had  the  honour  of  a  pri- 
vate visit  from  your  aunt  Hervey: 
who  has  been  in  a  very  low -spiri tea 
way,  and  kept  her  chamber  fo* 
several  weeks  past;  and  is  but 
just  got  abroad. 

She  longed,    she  said,    ' 


p-ithm 


a  tho 


Lovelace  would  marry  you,  he  ie 
determined  to  go  to  Lord  M.'s,  in 
order  to  inform  himself  from  Mr. 
Lovelace's  own  moAilh  ,  whether 
he  intends  to  do  you  that  justice. 

He  was  extremely  caressed  by 
everyone  at  his  first  arrival;  but 
I  am  told  there  is  some  little  cold- 
ness between  them  and  him  at 
present. 

I  was  in  hopes  of  getting  a  sight 
of  this  letter  of  Mr.  Brand,  (arssh 
officious  mau!)  but  it  seems  Mr.' 
Mordenhadit  given  himyeaterday 
to  read ,  and  he  took  it  away  witli 

God  be  your  comfort,  my  dear 

Miss   Clary!    but  indeed  1   am 

exceedingly    disttirbed     at    the 

thoughts  of  what  may  still  be  the 

le  of  all  these  things, 

am,  my  beloved  young  lady. 

Your  most  affectionate 

and  faithful 

Judith  Ni 


luc,  aiiu  HI  wGci/  "im  uiD,  uu  uii] 

hard  fate  that  had  befallen  her 
beloved  niece. 

I  willgiveyouafaithfu.1 
of  what  passed  between  us;, 
expect  that  it  will,  npoQ  ths 
whole,  administer  hope  and  oom- 
fort  to  you. 

"She  pitied  very  much  ; 
good  mother,  who,  she  asaured, 
me,i8obliged  to  act  apart  entirely 
contrary  to  her  incliiiationB;  as 
she  herself,  she  owns,  had  boett 


"She  said,  that  the  poor  ladjc 
was  with  great  difficulty  withheld 
from  answering  your  letter  to  herj 
which  had  (as  was  your  aunt's  eK>, 
pression)  almost  broken  the  heart 
of  everyone;  that  she  had  reason 
to  think,  that  slie  was  neither' 
consenting  to  your  two  uncles'- 
writing,    nor  approving  of  wlutt. 


"  She  ii 


they  all  love  to* 


dearly;  but  have  gone 

thay  know  not  how  to  recede. 

"That  but  for  the  abomitiahU 
league  which  ^our  brother  had  got 
every  body  into  (he  refusing  t4 
tet  out  for  Scotland  till  it  was  ro» 
newed,  and  till  they  had  all  pn 


mised  to  take  no  step  towardB  aluacleHarlowe,  at  jonruiicleHer- 
reconciliatioD  in  his  tuiaence,  but  vey,  and  herself." 
I^hiB  consent;  and  to  which  your  But  here  (that;  the  regret  that 
BJBter'a  resentments  kept  them  you  did  not  trust  to  the  event  of 
up),  all  would,  before  now,  have  that  meeting,  may  not  in  your 
happily  subaidei).  :  preeent  low  way  too  much  aMict 

"That  nobody  knew  the  pangs  .you),  I  must  ohEerve.  that  it  seems 
which  their  inaeiible  behaviour!  ;i  little  too  evident,  even  irom  this 
gave  them,  ever  since  you  bad  be-  opinion  of  jour  aunt's,  that  it  was 
Jim  to  write  to  them  in  so  affect-  not  so  absolutely  determined  that 
ingandhumbteaatyle!  all  compulsion  '    '       ' '    ' 

"That,  however,  they  weri 
inclined  to  believe  that  you 

really 


Lovelace  i 

of  marriage. 

»Sheisstu 

that  all  will  > 


penitent, 
id  still  less,  that  Mr. 
earnest  in  his  ofFers 


re,  however,  she  aaya, 
.   .  soon  be  welh  and  the 

sooner  for  Mr.  Morden'a  arrival; 
who  is  very  zealous  in  your  be- 


avoided,  since  your  freedom  from 
it  must  have  been  owing  to  the 
party  to  be  made  among  them  by 
your  perauaaive  eloquence  and 
dutiful  expoBtulatioD. 

"She  owned,  that  some  of  them 
were  aa  much  afraid  of  meeting 
you,  as  yon  could  be  of  meeting 
them."  —  But  why  ao,  if  they  de- 
signed, in  the  last  inatauce,  to  give 
you  your  way? 

Your  aunt  told  me,  "thatMra. 

Williams*  had  been  with  her,  and 

her  opitdon  if  it  would  be 


half. 

"She  wished   to  heaven   you 
would   accept  of  Mr.  Lovelace,  ' 
wicked  as  he  has  been,  if  be  were  i 
now  in  earnest.  j  taken  amiss,  if  ahe  deaired  leave 

"  It  had  always,  she  said,  been  to  go  up ,    to  attend  her  dearest 
matter  of  astonishment  to  beiy,ijoung ladi/ in hgr  catamiiy.     Your 
■'--"  .0  weak  a  pride  in  her  cousin  aunt  referred  her  to  your  mother: 
i  hut  had  heard  DO  more  of  it. 


tl]ats< 


apr 
Jaraea,   of  making   himself  the 
whole  family,  should  induce  them 
all  to  refoae  an  alliance  with  such 
a  family  as  Mr.  Lovelace's  was, 
"She  would  have  it,  that  your 

King  off  with  Mr.  Lovelace,  mas 
}  unhappieat    step    for   your 


Her  daughter,  (Miss  Dolly) 
she  said,  had  been  frequently 
earnest  with  her  on  the  same  sub- 
ject; and  renewed  her  request 
with  the  greatest  fervour  when 
your  first  letter  came  to  hand." 


honour  and  your  interest  that,  Your  aunt  says, "that  she  being 
could  have  been  taken;  for  thatlthen  very  ill,  wrotetojour  mother 
although  you  would  have  had  a|upon  it,  hoping  it  would  not  be 
serere  trial  the  next  day,  yet  it  taken  amiss,  if  die  permitted  Miss 
wouldprobably  have  been  the'dffi'  Dolly  togo;  but  that  your  aiater, 
and   your  pathetic  powers  must  aa  from  your  mother,   answered 

have  drawn  you  off  some  frienda     ,  .p,,.  ,_ ,. ,. ..„._,._. 

— hinting  at  your  mother,  at  your  pibub. 


r 
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her,  that  now  you  seemed  to 
coming  to,   and  to  have  a  ( 
seoae  of  your  faults,  yoamastbe 
left  entirely  to  tbeir  own  mnaage- 

"MiEB  Dolly,  she  said,  had 
pined  ever  since  she  bad  heard  of 
Mr.  Lovelace's  baaeneaa;  being 
doubly  mortified  by  it:  first,  un 
account  of  your  safferings ;  next 
hecause  she  was  one  who  rejoiced 

your  getting  oft",  and  Tindieated 


that  Itinga  aud  pvmces  meet  with 
so  little  control  in  their  passions^ 
bethey  ever  80  violent,  whenin" 
private  family,  an  aunt,  nay  evi 
a.  mother  in  that  family,  shalli 
choose  to  give  up  a  once  favoured 
child  against  their  own  inclina- 
tions, rather  than  oppose  an  aspir' 
ing  young  man,  who  had  armedt 
himself  with  the  authority  of  K 
father,  who,  when  once  "deters 
would  be  eipostu- 


y 


you  for  it:  and  bad  incurred  cen-  lated  w 
sure  and  ill-will  on  that  account;  And  will  you  not  6/aine  me,  ift 
especially  fi'om  your  brother  and  say,  that  good  sense,  that  kindre^ 
■'     ■    ■         "  '-  indulgence,   must  be  a  little  ofi 

."1 

teltigences,    my  dearest  young  think,  that  great  rigour  has  beei 

lady,  foryouT consolation.  exercised  towards  me?  Andyetl 

1  vrill  only  add,  that  1  am,  with  am  now  authorised  to  call  itrf^ow 

the  most  feiTent  prayers  for  your  by  the  judgment  of  two  eiceJiep 

recovery      and     restoration      to  sisters,  my  mother  and  my  snnl 

favour,  who  acknowledge  {as  yoiitellm, 

Youreverfaithful         from  my  aunt)  that  tbey  havi 

Judith  Ndiitun.       been  obliged  to  join  against  me 

contrary  to  their  mclinationB;  anj 

LETTER  Lxxu  that,  cven  in  a  point  which  mi^ 

>,i».  ci.  ii,.rio.v«  10  Mrs,  judKh  Norton,  ^^em  to  concern  my  eternal  w-tM 

Thursds}-.  Aug.  Si         But  I  must  not  go  on  at  1 

Thk  relation  of  such  a  conver-  rate.   For  may  not  the  inclinatin 

sation  as  passed  between  my  aunt  my  mother  baa  given  up,  be  th| 

and  you,    would  have  given  me  effect  of  a  too  fond  indulgences 

pleasure,  had  it  come  some  time  rather  than  that  I  merit  the  indnii 

ago;  because  it  would  have  met  gence?    And  yet  so  petulantlj 

with  a  spirit  more  industrious  than  perverse  am  I,  that  I  must  t~ 

mine  now  is,  to  pick  out  remote  myself  from  the  subject. 

comfort  in  the  hope  of  a  favour-       All  then  that  I  will  say  AuHiag 

able  turn  that   might    one    day  to  it,  at  this  time,  is,  that  were  tlM 

have  rewarded  my  patient  duty,      intended  goodness  to  be  granted 

1  did  not  doubt  my  aunt's  good-  to  me  but  a  week  hence,  it  wooU 

iU  to  me.     Her  a9'ection  I  did'possibly  be  too  late — too  lat«,  1 

doubt.     But  shall  we  wonderimean,  to  be  of  the  consol&don  tfl 


Baetb 
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iBthftt  1  wonlil  wish  from  it:  for 
what  an  inefficacious  preparation 
must  I  havebeenmakiDg,  if  it  has 
not,  hj  this  time,  carried  me 
above  —  but  abore  what?  —  Poor 
mistaken  creature !  Unliapp^  aelf- 
deliider!  that  finds  herself  above 
nothing!  Nor  able  to  subdue  her 
own  faulty  impatience ! 

But  in-  deed  to  have  done  with  a 
aubjeet,  that  I  dare  not  trnat  my- 
self with,  if  it  comes  in  your  way, 
let  my  aunt  Hervey,  let  my  dear 
uousin  Dolly,  let  the  wortliy  Mrs. 
Williams  know,  how  eiceedinglj 
grateful  to  me  their  kind  inten- 
tions and  concern  for  me  are,  and, 
as  the  best  warrant  or  justifica- 
■tei  of  their  good  opinions  (since 
^^niow  that  their  favour  for  me  ia 
^Hbided  on  the  belief  that  I  loved 
^■tue)  tell  them,  that  I  continued 
^Move  virtue  to  my  last  hour,  as  1 
o  hope  it  may  be  said; 
e   tbem,    that  I  never 


9  &ulty  step;  which  neverthe- 
"  unot  owing  to  unworthy  or 
ne  motives, 

very  sorry,  that  my  cousin 

n  has  taken  a  reBoluttoa  to 

■  Mr.  Lovelace. 

My  apprehensions  on  this  intel- 

nnee  are  a  great  abatement  to 

Sleasnre  I  have  in  knowing 
e  still  loves  me. 
llyBister's  letter  to  me  is  a  moat 
feting  one  —  so  needlessly,  ao 
^roialy  taunting!  —  But  for 
tt  part  of  it  that  is  so,  I  ought  j 
liber  to  pity  her,  than  to  bcj 
lAnich  concerned  at  it  aa  I  am.  | 
Fwonder  what  I  have  done  \o\ 


Mr.  Brand  —  I  pray  God  to  for- 
give both  him  and  his  informants, 
whoever  they  be.  But  if  the  scan- 
dal arise  solely  from  Mr.  Belford's 
visits,  a  very  little  time  will  con- 
fute it.  Meanwhile,  the  packet  I 
shall  send  you,  which  I  sent  to 
MisB  Howe,  will.  I  hope,  satisfy 
!jou,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton,  as 
to  my  reasons  for  admitting  bis 

My  sister's  taunting  letter,  and 
the  infleiibleness  of  my  dear 
friends  —  but  how  do  remoter  be- 
gun subjects  tend  to  the  point 
which  liea  nearest  the  heart!  — 
As  new  caught  bodily  disorders 
all  crowd  to  a  fractured  or  distem- 
pered part. 

I  will  break  off,  with  requesting 
your  prayers,  that  I  may  be 
blessed  with  patience  and  due  re- 
signation and  with  assuring  you, 
(hat  I  am,  and  wiU  be,  to  the  last 
hour  of  my  life. 

Your  equally  grateful  and 
affectionate 

Cl.  Haelowk. 

LBTTBB  Lxxin. 


onih,  1» 


of  Wlgit,  A 


I  nivE  read  the  letters,  and  co- 
pies of  letters,  yon  favoured  mo 
with:  and  I  return  them  by  a  par- 
ticular hand. 

I  am  extremely  concerned  at 
vour  indifferent  state  of  health: 
out  I  approve  of  all  your  proceed- 
ings and  precautions  in  relation  to 


r 
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the  appointment  of  Mr.  BelFord  thought  and  attention :  and  those 
for  an  ofBce,  in  which,    1  hope,  were  ineicuaable  in  a  man  ooly '~ 
neither  he  not  any  body  else  will  hie  probatory  state, 
be  wanted  to  act,  formaDy,  very      He  hoped  he  had  been  morw 
many  years.  than  in  Apmhatory  state,  he  sai  * 

I  admire,  and  BO  we  do  all,  that  And  therefore,  sir,  might 
greatneaa  of  mindwhich  can  make  jaore  careless! —  So  you  add 
yon  ao  ate dfastly despise  (through  gratitude  to  negligence,  and 
such  inducements  aa  no  other  what  you  plead  as  accMenl, 
1  could  reaiat,  and  in  such  itself  wants 


} 


m         told 


desolate    circmnstances    as    you  which  deserves 

have  been  reduced  to)  the  wretch  I  would  not  see  him  for  two 

that  ought  to  be  heartily  despised  days,  and  he  wasso  penitent, an 

and  detested.  ao  humble,  that  I  had  like  tohai 

What  must    the    contents   of  lost  myself,  to  make  himamendi 

those  letters  from  your  relations  for,  as  you  have  said,  a  resenl 

be,  which  you  will  not  commuui-  ment  carried  too  high ,  often  end 

cate  to  me  I  —  Fie  upon  theni!  in  an  amends  too  humble. 

How  my  heart  rises!  —  But  I  dare  1  long  to  be  nearer  to  yoa:  bi 

sayno  more  —though  you  your-  that  must  not  yet  be,  it  seem 

self  now  begin  to  think  they  use  Pray,  my  dear,  let  mehearfroi 

yon  with  great  severity.  you  as  often  as  you  can. 

Even-  Dody  here  is  so  taken  May  heaven  increase  your  conji 

with  A&.  Hickman  (and  the  more  forts,  and  restore  your  healtii,  aa 

from  the  horror  they  conceive  at  the  prayers  of                                   '^ 

the  character   of  the    detestable  Your  ever  faithful  and 

Loyelace)  that  I  have  been  teaaed  affeetiona,te 

to  death  almost  to  name  a  day.  AnkaHowb. 
This  has  given  him  airs;  and,  did 

I  not  keep  him  to  it,  he  would  be-  P.  S.    Escuse  me  that  I  did  nc 

have  as  carelessly  and  insolently  write  before:  it  was  owing  tO' 

as  if  he  were  sure  of  me.     1  have  little   coasting    voyage   1   wa 

been   forced   to  mortify   him  no  obliged  to  give  into, 
less  than  four  times  since  we  have 

been  here.  lettek  lxxiv. 

I  made  him  lately  undergo  a  jiisiClaflasuBarlowoiDMiMHowe. 
severe  penance  for  some  negli- 
gences that  were  not  to  be  passed  Pridiy,  Aog.  is. 
over :  not  deitigned  ouea ,  he  said :  Yoc  are  very  oblipng,  my  del 
but  that  was  a  poor  excuse ,  as  I  IHias  Howe,  to  account  to  me  ft 
told  him:  for,  had  they  been  tZe-'yonr  ailenoe.      I  was  easy  in 


sf^nfff,  heahouldnever  havecome  as   I   doubted   not,    that  amoi 

■- ' -^aencemore;  that  they  such  near  and  dear  friends  asyt 

shewed   his   want   of  arc  with,  you  were  diverted Iro 


s; 
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writing,  by  some  such  agreeable  self,  which  it  may  be  BuppoBed 
""■•- aiQn  aa  that  yoa  mention.       |  bashful    merit    wauta    to   do   '"" 
fas  in  hopes  that  you  had, spired  with.     But  if  the  woman 
over,  at  this  time  of  day,[eiiacts  it  with  an  high  hanil,  f"^ 

.  .  very  sprightly  aira,  whichl'shewB  not  either  her  own  polite- 
have  taken  the  liberty  to  hiame'neas  or  gratitude;  although!  must 
you  for,  as  often  as  you  have  confess  she  does  her  courage.  1 
riven  me  occasion  to  do  so;  and  gaveyoueipeotation  that  I  would 
that  hBB  been  very  often.  he  vevj  aeriouB  with  yon, 

1  was  always  very  grave  with  0.  my  dear,  that  it  had  heeu 
yon  npon  this  subject:  and  while  my  lot  (as  I  was  not  permitted  to 

Einr  own  and  a  worthy  man's! live  single)  to  have  met  with  a 
_  tore  happiness  are  in  the  tines-  j  man  by  whom  I  could  have  acted 
tion,  I  must  enter  into  it,  wnen-  generously  and  unreserved lyl 
ever  yon  forget  yourself,  although  Mr.  Lovelace,  it  ia  now  plaii\i  " 
I  had  not  a  day  to  live:  and  in-  order  to  have  a  pretence  agai^ 
deed  I  am  very  ill.  me,  tared  my  behaviour   to  hU 

I  am  sure,  it  was  not  your  inten-  with  Btiffoess  and  distance.  _  "S 
tion  to  take  your  fii  lure  husband  at  onetime,  thought  me  Kail  *.y  or 
with  yoH  to  the  little  island,  to  some  degree  of  prudery.  I>»ffieult 
make  him  look  weak  and  silly  aituations  should  be  allowed  fot\ 
among  thoae  of  your  relations,  which  often  make  seeming  occft- 
who  never  before  had  seen  him.  sions  for  censure  unavoidable.  1 
Yet  do  you  think  it  poasible  for  deserved  not  blame  tcomliim  wm 
them  (however  prepared  and  re-  made  mine  difficult.  And  yoa 
solved  thev  maybe  to  like  him)  to  my  dear,  had  1  had  any  oM»e 
forbear  smiling  at  him,  when  they  man  to  deal  with,  or  had  he  hai 
see  him  au^ring  under  younbut  half  themeritwhichMr.  H^ 
whimsical  penances?  A  modest 'man  has,  would  have  lound  »*— 
man  should  no  more  be  made  my  doctrine  on  this  subject  sh, 
little  in  hit  >.tn,  eua,,  than  in  the '  have  governed  my  pracUce. 

evea  of  ort,Ts.    If  he  be,  he  will:     "— .  ^v.^lf  out_ 

have  a  diffidence,  which  will  give 


But    to   put  myself  ou^ 
uestion  —  I'll  tell  yn«« 
_hoald  think,  were  I  an 
byrtander,  of  theaeH 


an  awkwardness  to  every  thing  be 

says  or  does:  and  this  will  be  no,  uj">— " >  --     ,     . 

moK  to  the  credit  of  yonr  choice,  yours,  m  return  lor 
Ihantothatoftheapprobationbe  Immble  a™^'!"''"^ 
neete  with  from  your  friends,  or  thinks  ol  ''^'""t  .T? 
fa>  l>i<  own  credit  '        1  see  P^^J"}?  ■  "™f  i 

I  love  an  obliinng,  and  even  an  see,  **■*  J*  ?'S'i'„ 
Hurni/^  deporti^enf  in  a  man  lo  g^^^V'^  «^5 
lh«  -omM  he  addresses.  It  ia  a  to  «h^  may  — 
■laAofhbpoliteness,  and  tends  '^'^^M;-  '-Z^  _ 
to  pn  ber  that  opinion  of  her-   considerid«M,  ■ 


r 


I 
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she  receives  his  addresses  rather 
frora  motives  of  conTeaience  than 
choice;  that  ahethiuka  meanly  of 
his  endoimieiiti;  and  iutellects ;  at 
least  more  highly  of  lier  own:  or, 
she  has  not  the  generosity  to 
that  power  with  moderation, 


If  a  man  bo  treated  have  a  true 

and  ardent  love  for  the  worn 

addresses,  he  will  easily  be 

awed  by  her  displeasure :  and  thii 

will  put  him  upon  acts  of  Bubmu> 

sion,  which  will  he  called  m 

,  ness.     And  what  woman  of 

which  his  great  affection  for  herjapifit  would  like  to  have  it  said, 

puts  into  her  ba:idii."  that  she  would  impose  anything 

How  would  you  like ,  my  dear,  upon  the  man  from  whom  she  ooOr 

to  have  any  of  these  things  said?    day  eipeets  protection   and  do-, 

Then  to  give  but  the  shadow  of  fence,  that  should  be  capabli      *" 

a  reason  for  free-livera  and  free-  being   conatrued  as  a  meannea^ 

speakers  to  aay,  or  to  imagine, [or  unmanly  abjectiieas  in  hisbe* 


IS  her  hand  tolhaviour, 


a  man  who  has 
peet  any  share  in  her  heart,  I  am 
sure  you  would  not  wish  that  such 
&  thing  should  bo  so  much  as  sup- 
posed. Then  all  the  regard  from 
you  to  come  afterwards;  none  to 
be  shewn  before;  must,  1  should 
think,  be  capable  of  being  con- 
strued as  a  compliment  to  the 
husband,  made  at  the  expense  of 
the  wife's,  and  even  of  the  sex's 
delicacy. 

There  is  no  fear  that  attempts 
could  be  formed  by  the  most 
audacious  [two  Lovelaces  there 
cannot  be!]  upon  a  character  so 
revered  for  virtue,  and  ao  charm- 
ingly spirited,  as  Miaa  Howe's: 
yet ,  to  have  uuy  man  encouraged 
to  despise  a  husband  by  the  ex- 
ample of  one  who  is  most  con- 
cerned to  do  him  honour;  what, 
my  dear,  think  you  of  that?  It  is 
but  too  natural  for  envious  men 
(and  who  that  knows  Miss  Howe, 
will  not  envy  Mr.  Hiekman!)  to 
scoff  at,  and  to  jeat  upon,  those 
who  are  treated  with ,  or  will  bear 
Jaiiigvity  from  a  ivoioau. 


:o  herself? - 


,  and  1  ask  it      ,     , 

my  dear,  toreaolve  me,  whethei^ 
in  your  own  opinion,  it  is  bo( 
likely,  that awomanof spidt wit 
despise  rather  than  value  more,  tin 


a  who  will  take  patient]] 
dtatherl-  '  "  "  '  "^ 
't  coi>ipa:ni/. 


insult  at  her  hands ;  espeeit 


nUy  M 
iaUy  6* 


I  have  always  observed, 
prejudices  in  ilisfavour  of  a  per 
at  his  first  appearance,  fix  dee^ 
and  are  much  more  difficult  to 
removed  inien  fixed,  than  pi 
judicea  in  faanur:  whether 
to  euvy,   or  to  that  mali 

Erinciplo  so  eminently  visi 
ttle  mindsj   which  makes  thi 
wish   to   hrmg    down   the   m( 
worthy  eharactera  to  their  oi 
low  level ,  I  pretend  not  to  deter> 
mine.    When  once,  therefore, 
woman  of  your  good  sense  j^i 
room  to  the  world  to  think  she  hi 
not  an  high  opinion  of  the  loveri 
whom,   nevertheless,   she  enters 
(Kills,  it  will  be  very  difficult  fbi 

afterwards,  to  make  that  w , 

think  ao  well  us  she  would  have  it^ 
of  the  huabtmd  like  has  chosen. 


me  leave  to  obaerve,  that 
dCBcend  with  dignili/  and  to 
tnd  with  each'  tindness  and 
«S3  oftaanners,  ae  should  let 
mdeBcenBiou ,  while  in  t 
■tftte,beeeeaandacknow' 
are  points,  which  a  wise 
knmemg  her  man,  should 
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! think,  would  choose  to 
uU  her  life,    rather  th«ii 
eraelf  to  a  man  whom  b 
unworthy  of  a  treatment 

when  a  woman  let^  her 
,  that  she  has  thegene- 
to  approve  of  and  reward 
ineant  service;  that  she  has 
1  that  lifts  her  above  the 
Kptious  follies,  which  t 
lentiouslj,!  hope)  attribute 
~!z  in  general:  that  she 
St  (if  ever  she  thinks  she 
o  to  be  displeased)  with 
1,  or  through  pride: 
it  necessary  to  insist  upon 

I ,  perhaps  not  propei 
led  at:  nor  leaves  room 

ahe  has  so  much  cauai 
Iter  own  merit,  as  to  i 

ai  the  man  she  intends  to 


tnala:  but  lets  reason  be 
icipai  guide  of  her  actions 
1   will   then   never  fail  of 
He  respect,  oftbatsiuct 
tion,  which  she  wishes 
ritb;  and  which  will  make 
Igment  after  marriage  eon- 
tometimeawitb  Aprefertnct 
n'sown;  at  other  times,  at 
Itfdl  eonfirmalionoi  his. 
omach,  my  beloved  Mise 
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Howe,  for  this  subject  m 
dare  say  for  ever  I 

1  will  begin  another  letter  by- 
and-by,  and  send  both  together. 
"--   ■'■■■-    '--n.&c. 


Mias  ClnrlBss  Hsrlowe  lo  HIr3  Huwg. 

In  lliia  letter  (Afi  lady  acqiminla 
Mist  Hatee  with  Mr.  Branrra  re- 
port !  leith  her  sixler's  priiposalu 
either  that  she  willgo  abroad,  or 
prosecute  Mr.  Lovelace.  She 
complains  of  the  senere  letters  of 
her  vncle  Antony  and  her  sister; 
l/ut  m  milder  terms  than  they  de- 
served. 

She  sends  her  Dr.  Lemen's  letter, 
and  the  copy  « flier  answer  to  it. 

Slie  tells  her  of  the  difficultiei  she 
has  been  under  lo  a»oid  seeing 
Mr.  Lovelace.  Sie  gtoes  her  the 
contents  of  the  letter  she  w 


sags,  that  it  is  a  step  that  ia  n__ 
ttricily  right,  if  allegory  or  meta- 
'     not  ahoieaole  to  one  in 


C 


ifarms  her  of  her  cousin 
Morden's  arrhml,  and  readiness 
to  take  her  part  with  her  rela- 
tions; of  his  designed  interview 
with  Mr,  Lovelace;  and  tells 
her  what  her  apprehensions  are 

She  gives  her  the  purport  of  the 
conversation  between  her  aunt 
Jlereey  and  Mrs.  Norton.  And 
then  adds: 

Bu-r  were  they  ever  so  favour- 
ably ioclined  to  HA 'asr«.,'*(ta»ihcaB<. 
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they  do  for  me  ?  Iwish,  and  that'     I  wisli  jou  would  let  mt 
for  their  sakea  more  thau  for  myl  joa  and  Mr.  Hickmaa  joj.         _, 
own,  that  thej  would  yet  relent  —  my  dear.    I  should  take  some  t» 
but  I  am  very  ill  —  I  must  drop  myself,  if  jou  would. 
my  pen   —  a    auddea    faintneaa'      My  respectful  compliments 
overepreada   my  heart  —  o\cuae|allyour  tnends,  as  wellto  tboBsi 
my  crooked  writing!  —  Adieu,  txty  have  the  honour  to  know, 
dearl  — Adieul  those  I  do  not  know. 


Throe  q'cIqcI!,  TiMxj. 

Once  more,  I  resume  my  pen. 
I  thought  I  had  taken  my  last  mre- 
well  of  you.  I  never  was  ao  very 
oddly  EuSected;  something  that 
seemed  totally  to  overwhelm  my 
faculties  —  I  don't  know  how  to 
describe  it  —  I  believe  I  do  amiss 
in  writing  ao  much,  and  taking 
too  much  upon  me:  but  an  active 
mind,  though  clouded  by  bodily 
illness,  cannot  be  idle. 

I'll  see  if  the  air ,  and  a  discon- 
tinued attention,  will  help  me. 
But  if  it  will  not,  don't  be  con- 
cerned for  me ,  my  dear.  I  shall 
be  happy.  Nay,  I  am  more  so 
already,  than  of  late  I  thought  1 
could  ever  be  in  this  life.  —  Yet 
how  this  body  clings  I  —  How  it 
encumbers! 


I  could  not  send  this  letter  away 
with  BO  melancholy  an  ending,  sb 
ymi  would  have  thought  it.  So  I 
deferred  closing  it,  till  I  saw  how 
I  fihould  be  on  my  return  from  my 
airing;  and  now  I  must  sav,  '    " 

Suite  another  thing;   ao  aler 
lat  I  could  proceed  with  aa  much 

spirit  as  1  began,  and  add  r 

preachment  to  your  lively 
ject,  if  I  had  not  written  i 
thao  enough  upon  it  already. 


lave  just  now  been  BOrpriao 
with  a  letter  from  one  whom 
^  ^0  gS'Ve  up  all  tboughta  o 
bearing  from.  From  Mr.  Wyerleji 
I  will  inclose  it.  You'll  oe  aqt 
prised  at  it,  as  much  a 
This  seems  to  be  a  ma  ._ 
I  might  have  reclaimed.  Bat 
could  not  love  him.     Yet  1  hop8 

r  treated  him  with  arrogana 
Indeed,  mydoar,  iflamnof* 
partial  to  myself,  I  think  I  refa 

with  more  centleneaa,   ti 

_,        retain  somebody  elae.     I 

this  recollection  gives  metesspat 
thau  I  should  have  had  in  tl 
other  case,  on  receiving  this  i] 

:;e  of  a  generosity  that  oT 
I  will  also  inclose  the  n. . 
draught  of  my  answer ,  aa  soon.  1 
1  have  transcribed  it. 

If  I  begin  another  sbeet,lBli^ 
write  to  the  end  of  it:  whei«fbi 
I  will  only  add,  my  prayers  fi 
your  honour  and  prosperi^,  an 
for  a  long,  long,  happy  life;  Bn 
that,  when  it  comes  to  be  wouii 
up ,  you  may  be  as  calm  and  i 
easy  at  quitting  it,  as  I  hope  i 
GodlshaUbe.  lam,  and  will  b 
to  the  latest  moment. 

Your  truly  affectiODate  ai 
obliged  servant. 


Eij:ttbr  lxxvi. 
yeplay  to  Mias  Clarlaw  Buriowo. 


CLARIStiA  HABLOW 


WsaneidBy,  Aug.S9. 


Toe  will  be  surprised  to  find 
renewed,  at  this  distance  of  time, 
an  address  so  positively,  though 
BO  politely discouraKed;  but,  how- 
ever it  be  received,]  nitisi  renew  it, 
Every  body  has  heard,  that  yon 
have  been  vilely  treated  by  a  man, 
who,  to  treat  y«K ill ,  muatbetbe 
vilest  of  men.  Every  body  knows 
your  just  resentment  of  his  bitse 
treatment :  that  you  are  de- 
lennined  never  to  be  reconciled  to 
him:  and  that  yon  persist  in  these 
sentiments  against  all  the  entrea- 
ties of  his  nobierelations,  against 
all  the  prayera  and  repentance 
of  bis  ignoble  aelf.  And  all  the 
world  that  have  the  honour  to 
know  !/•!•',  or  have  heard  of 
'nni,  appland  your  resolution,  as 
worthy  of  youraelf;  worthy  of 
yonr  virtue,  and  of  that  strict 
noooiir  which  was  always  attri- 
buted to  you  by  every  one  who 
spoke  of  you. 

But,  madam,  were  all  the  world 
to  bavebeenof  a  different  opinion, 
it  could  never  have  altered  mine. 
I  ever  loved  you ;  I  ever  mtist  love 
you.  Yet  have  I  endeavoured  to 
resign  to  my  hard  fate.  When  1 
bad  BO  manyways,  in  vain,  sought 
lo  move  you  in  my  favour,  I  sat 
down  seemingly  contented.  I  even 
wrote  to  you,  that  luiouM  sit  down 
contented.  And  1  endeavoured 
to  make  all  my  friends  and  com-  j 
panioDB  tliink  I  was.  But  nobody ! 
knows  what  pangs  this  self-denial, 
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cost  me!  In  vain  did  the  chase,  in 
did  travel,  in  vain  did  lively 
company  offer  themselves,  and 
were  emoraeed  in  their  turn :  with 
redoubled  force  did  my  passion 
for  you  renew  my  unhappiness, 
when  I  looked  into  myself,  into 
my  own  heart;  for  there  did  your 
charming  image  sit  enthroned: 
111  you  engrossed  me  all. 
I  truly  deplore  those  misfor- 
nes,  and  those  Bufferings,  for 
your  oicji  sake!  which,  never- 
theless, encourage  me  to  renew 
my  bold  hope.  I  know  rot  par- 
ticulars. I  dare  not  incjuire  tuter 
them ;  because  my  EuSbrings  would 
be  increased  with  the  knowledge 
ofwhati/nu     1--—'--—      '"-  — 


^^wun 


IV. 


leen.  1  there- 
to know  more  than 
report  wounds  my 
ears  with;  and  what  is  given  me 
to  know,  by  your  absence  from 
your  cruel  family,  and  from  the 
sacred  place,  where  I,  among 
numbers  of  your  rejected  ad- 
mirers, used  to  be  twice  a  week 
sure  to  behold  you  doing  credit  to 
that  service  of  which  your  esample 
gave  me  the  highest  notions.  But 
whatever  be  those  misfortunes,  of 
whafaoever  nature  those  suffer- 
ings, I  shall  bless  the  occasion  for 
my  oien  sake,  (though  for  j/ours 
curse  the  author  of  themj  if  they 
may  give  me  the  happiness  to 
know,  that  this  my  renewed  ad- 
dress may  not  be  absolutely  re- 
jected. —  Only  give  me  hope,  that 
!t  may  one  day  meet  with  encou- 
ragement, if  in  the  interim  nothing 
happen,  either  in  my  morals  orbe- 
haviour,!  to  give  yon  fresh  offence. 
Give  me  but  hope  of  tUvs 


\i 


ence. 
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absolutely  to  reject  me  is  all  thei. 
hope  1  aak  for ;  and  I  will  love  7OU, 
if  poflsible ,  still  more  than  I  ever 
loved  you  —  and  that  for  your 
Bufferings;  for  well  you  deserve 
to  be  loved,  even  to  adoration, 
who  can  for  honour's  and  for  vir- 
tue's sake,  subdue  a  passion  which 
common  spirits  [I  speak  by  cruel 
eiperiencej  find  invincible;  and 
this  at  a  time  when  the  black 
offender  kneels  and  supplicates, 
aslamwellassured  hedoes,  (all 
Ilia  friends  likewise  supplicating 
for  him)  to  be  forgiven. 

That  you  cannot  forgive  him, 
not  forgive  him  so  as  to  receive 
him  again  iuto  favour,  is  no 
wonder.  His  offence  is  agaiuat 
virtue  r  that  is  a  part  of  your  ea- 
Bence.  What  magnanimity  is  this  I 
How  just  to  yourself,  and  to  your 
spotless  character!  Js  it  any  merit 
to  admire  more  than  ever  a  lady 
who  can  so  exaltedly  distiuguish  ? 
It  is  not.     1  cannot  plead  it. 

What  hope  have  I  left,  may  it 
be  said,  when  my  addresB  was 
before  rejected,  now,  that  your 
sufferiugs,  so  nobly  iome,  have, 
■with  all  yoorfjWjes,  exalted  your 
character'?  Yet,  madam,  I  have 
topridemyself  inthis,  thatwhile 
your  friends  (not  looking  upon  y 01 
lU  the  just  light  I  do)  persecute 
and  banish  you ,  while  your 
estate  is  withheld  from  you,  and 
threatened  (as  I  immc)  to  i«  with- 
held, as  long  as  the  chicaning 
law,  or  rather  the  chicaneries  of 
its  practisers,  can  keep  it  from 
you.  While  you  are  destitute  of 
protection;  every  body  standing  1 
aloof,  either  through  fear  of  the  | 


I 


If  I  a 


injurer  of  one  family,  or  of  the 
hard-hearted  of  the  other;  I  pride 
myself,  1  say,  to  stand  forth,  and 
offer  my  fortane ,  and  my  life 
vour  devotion.  With  a.  aeifiA 
hope,  indeed:  I  should  be  ' 
great  an  hypocrite  not  to  1 
this  I  And  1  know  how  much  yon 
abhor  insincerity. 

But,  whether  you  encourags; 
that  hope  or  not,  accept  my  besti 
services,  I  beseech  you,  madami 
and  be  pleased  to  excuse  me  for  I 
piece  of  honest  art,  which  till 
nature  of  the  case  ^doubting  t" 
honour  of  your  notice  otherwii 
makes  me  cboose  toconclude 

—  it  is  this: 
If  I  am  t 

happy  of  n 
one  Ime  tell  n 

mitted  to  indulge  a  hoper  bvir; 
ever  distant,  your  xilence  Btiall  hi 
deemed,  byme,  the  happiest i*- 
dication  of  it  that  yon  can  give  — 
except  that  still  happier  —  (th< 
happiest  that  can  befalme)aagi:' 
fication  that  you  will  accept  tj 
tender  of  that  life  and  fortuiMi 
which  it  would  bo  ray  pride  aog 

—  'ry  to    sacrifice  '        - -^^ 
leaving   the  i 

Be   ; 

love  you.  Kor  will  I  ever  ebangt 
my  condition,  while  you  livBj 
whether  you  change  yours  or  nott 
for,  having  once  had  the  presomp- 
tionto  address #»u,IcaiiDotstoon[ 
to  think  of  any  other  woman;  ai^ 
this  I  solemnly  declare  in  the  pr«^ 
sence  of  that  God,  whom  1  Idailj; 
pray  toblessandprotect  you,  *"' 


F 


OLARiSSA  HARLOWB, 


detenDioalioQ  nbat  it  will 

regard  to,  dearest  madam, 

Yon  most  devoted  and  ever  \ 

affeutioD&te  i 

And  faithful  servant, 

AtBXABDEB  WyEBLET. 


LJCXVn. 

UlwCl.  HarlowotD  AlatWycrloy,  Enij. 
But.  SUnrdm; .  Aug.  36. 

Tub  generosity  of  your  purpose 
would  have  commanded  not  oniy 
ny  notice,  but  my  tbaiiks,  al- 
though you  had  iiol  given  me  the 
iltemaUve  you  are  pleased  to  call 
srlfiil.     And  I  do  therefore  give 

Su  my  thanks  for  your  kind 
ter. 

At  the  time  you  distinguished 
me  by  your  favourable  opinion,  I 
toldyon,  sir,  that  my  choice  was 
Ihe  single  life.  And  moat  Indy 
did  I  tefi  you  bo. 

When  that  was  not  permitted 
toe,  and  1  looked  round  upon  the 
M^veral  gentlemen  who  bad  been 
^posed  to  me ,  and  had  reason 
to  believe  that  there  was  not  one 
cf  tbem  agaiust  whose  morals  or 
[irineiples  there  lay  not  si/rns  ai- 
i^tion,  it  would  not  have  been 
I'arito  be  wondered  at,  ifFiMCv 
kJ  been  allowed  to  give  a  pre- 
torence,  where  Juqohent  was  at 
»1qm  to  determine. 

Far  be  it  from  me  to  say  tbia 
sithadesign  to  upbraid  you,  sir, 
M  to  reflect  upon  you.  I  always 
«Tshed  you  well.  You  had  reason 
tolbitikl  did,  You  had  the  gcue- 
'uaity  tobe  pleasednith  the  frank- 
nmsof  my  Dehaviour  toyou;  as  I 
W  with  that  of  yours  tome:  and 
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I  am  sorry,  very  sorry,  to  be  now 
told,  that  the  acquiescence  yoa 
obliged  me  with  gave  you  so  much 

Hadtheoptionlhavementioned 
been  allowed  me  nftencards  (as  I 
not  only  wished  but  proposed) 
things  had  not  happened  that  did 
happen.  But  there  was  a  kind  of 
fatality  by  which  our  whole  family 
was  impelled ,  as  I  may  say ;  and 
which  none  of  us  were  permitted  to 
avoid.  But  this  is  a  subject  that 
eannot  be  dwelt  upon. 

As  matters  are,  I  have  only  to 
wish,  for  your  own  sake ,  that  you 
will  encourage  and  cultivate  those 
good  motions  in  your  mmd,  to 
which  mauy  passages  in  your  kind 
and  generous  letter,  now  before 
me,  must  be  owing.  Depend  upon 
It,  sir,  that  such  motions,  wrought 
into  habit,  will  yield  you  pleasure 
at  a  lime  when  nothing  else  can. 
And  at  jire.'en/, shining  out  in  your 
actions  and  couvetsationj  will 
commend  Tou  to  the  worthiest  of 
our  sex.  For,  sir,  the  man  who  is 
good  upon  choice,  as  well  as  by 
education,  fasa  that  quality  in  him- 
self, which  ennobles  the  human 
race,  and  without  which  the  most 
dignified  by  birth  or  rank  are 
ignoble. 

As  to  the  resolution  you  so 
solemnly  make,  not  to  marry  while 
I  live,  I  should  he  concerned  at  it, 
were  I  not  morally  sure ,  that  yon 
may  keep  it,  and  yet  not  be  de- 
trirnented  by  it:  since  a  few,  a 
very  few  days,  will  convince  you, 
that  1  am  got  above  all  human 
dependence;  and  that  there  is  no 
needoftbatpiotectioua.-ttiiwoMi, 
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which  yon  bo  generouely  offer 

Your  obliged  well-wisher,  and 
humble  serraot, 

Cl.  Harlowb. 


I 


Abodt  the  time  of  poor  Belton'a 
interment  last  night,  as  near  as  we 
could  guBBB,  LocdM.,  Mowbray, 
and  myself,  toasted  once.  To  the 
memory  of  honestTomBellntii  and, 
by  a  quick  tranaitioa  to  the  living, 
HealOi  to  Miss  Harloiee;  which 
LordM.obligingly  began,  and,  To 
(fia  iappv  reconciliation;  and  then 
we  stuck  in  a  remembrance.  To 
finnest Jack Belford ,  who,  oflate, 
we  all  agreed,  is  become  an  naeful 
and  humaue  man;  and  one  who 
prefers  his  frieud'e  service  to  liis 

But  what  is  the  meaning  I  hear 
nothing  from  thee?*  And  why 
dost  thou  not  let  me  into  the 
grounds  of  the  sudden  reconcilia- 
tion between  my  beloved  and  lier 
friends,  and  the  cause  of  the  ge- 
nerous invitation  which  she  gives 
me  of  attending  her  at  herfatner's 
some  time  hence? 

Thou  must  certainly  have  been 
let  into  the  secret  by  this  time; 
and  I  can  tell  thee,  I  shall  he 
plaguy  jealous  if  there  be  any  one 
thing  pass  between  my  angel  and 
thee,  that  is  to  be  concealed  from 


me.  For  either  I  am  a  principal 
in  this  cause,  or  I  am  nothing. 

I  have  dispatched  Will  to  Know 
the  reason  of  thy  neglect. 

But,  let  me  whisper  a  word  or 
two  in  thy  ear.  1  begin  to  be 
afraid,  after  all,  that  this  letter 
was  a  stratagem  to  get  me  ont  of 
town,  and  tor  nothing  else;  for, 
in  the  fiist place.  Tourville,  ins 
letter  I  received  this  morning, 
tells  me,  that  the  lady  is  actnalhr 
very  ill  [1  am  sorry  for  it  with  all 
m^soullj  This,  thou'lt  say,  Im&7 
think  a  reason  why  she  cannot  set 
out  as  yet:  but  then  I  have  heard, 
on  the  other  Land ,  hut  last  nigh t^ 
that  the  family  is  as  implacable  as 
;  and  my  lord  and  I  eipeet 
veiT  afternoon  a  visit  from 
ColonelMorden;  who  under  takes, 
it  seems,  to  question  me  as  tonn' 
intention    with    regard     to    bit 


This  convinces  me ,  that  if  she 
has  apprised  her  friends  of  m^ 
oflers  to  her ,  they  will  not  beliera 
me  to  be  in  earnest ,  till  they  aroc 
assured  that  I  am  so  from  my  owa 
mouth.  But  then  I  understand,' 
that  the  intended  visit  is  an  of' 
ficiousness  of  Morden's  own, 
without  the  desire  of  any  of  }ifT 
friends. 

Now,  Jack,  what  can  a  man 
make  of  all  this?  My  intelligence, 
as^  to  the  continuance  of  her  fa- 
mily's imp]  acahleness,  is  not  to  be 
doubted;  and  yet  when  I  read' 
her  letter,  what  can  one  say? — ■" 
Surely,  the  dear  little  roguewill 
It  lie ! 
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Vhen  rte  promised  to  forgive  me  I  need  not  make  the  applica- 
after  the  dreadful  fire  that  liad  tioti;  aud  I  am  sure,  that  even 
lilte  to  have  happened  at  our  thou  thyself,  who  never  spareat 
mother's,  and  yet  would  not  see  me,  and  tbinkestthoii  knowest  >n;y 
mo  the  next  daj,  and  ufterirardB  heart  b^  (ky  own,  canst  not  pos- 
madehere8capetoHampatead,iQ  sibly  put  the  case  in  a  stronger 
order  to  Sivoid  forgiving  me:  and  light  against  me. 
BS  she  severely  smarted  for  this  Then  why  do  good  people  take 
departnre  from  her  honour  given, !  upon  themHelvea  to  censure,  aa 
(forit isasadthiDgfor^odpeoplojthe;  do,  persons  less  acrupolous 
to  break  their  nord  when  it  is  in  j  than  themselves?  Is  it  not  because 
tJieir  power  to  keep  it)  one  would  i  the  latter  allow  themselves  in  any 
not  expect,  that  she  should  aet'ljberfy,  inorderto  carry  apointV 
about  deceiving  again;  morelAnd  ean  my  not  doing  my  duty. 
eapeciaJlj  by  the  premeditation  of,  warrant  another  for  not  doing  lis  ^ 
wriiing.  Thou,  perhaps,  wilt  ask,  —  Thou  wilt  not  say  it  can. 
what  honest  manisobliged  to  keep  I  And  how  would  it  sound,  to  put 
his  promise  with  a  highwayman? 'the  case  as  strongly,  once  mDre,a3 
for  well  I  know  thy  unmannerly  my  greatest  enemy  would  pnt  it, 
way  of  making  comparisons:  but,|both  as  to  fad  and  \aicords. — 
I  say,  eu£T^  honest  man  is  —  and  1 1  Here  has  that  profligate  wretch 
will  give  thee  an  illustration,  Lovelace  broken  his  vow  with,  and 

Hereisamaraudingvarletjwhojdcccived  Miss  Clarissa  Harlowe. 
demands  yourmouey,withap_iatol  — Avilefellowt  would  anenemy 
at  your  breast.  You  have  neither ''  say ;  btit  it  is  like  him.  But  when 
tnoaey  nor  valuable  eficcts  about !  it  comes  to  be  said ,  that  the  pious 
yon;  and  promise  solemnly,  ifbe  Clarissa  has  broken  her  word  with, 
will  spare  jour  lite ,  that  you  will  and  deceived  Lovelace;  Good 
send  him  an  agreed  upon  sum,  by  Lord!  would  every  one  say,  sure 
Boch  a  day,  to  such  a  place.  it  cannot  be ! 

The  question  is ,  if  your  life  is  Upon  my  soul,  Jack,  such  is  the 
not  ill  the  fellow's  power?  veneration  I  have  for  this  admir- 

How  he  came  by  the  power  is  able  woman,  that  I  am  shocked 
another  question;  for  which  he. barely  at  putting  the  case  —  and 
must  answer  with  his  life  when|So  wilt  thou,  if  thou  respectest 
caught  —  BO  he  runs  risk  for  risk,  her  as  thou  oughtest:   for,  thou 

Now,  if  he  give  yon  jour  life,  knowest,that  men  and  women,  all 
does  be  not  give,  think  you,  a  the  world  over, form  thciropinions 
TBluable  consideration  for  the, of  one  another,  by  each  person's 
money  you  engage  your  honourto  professions  and  known  practices. 
wndnimV  If  not,  the  sum  mustbejln  this  lady,  therefore,it  would  be 
exorbitant,  or  your  life  is  a  very  .as  unpardonable  to  tell  a  wilful 
{laltry  one,  even  in  your  owuluntruui,  as  it  would  be  strange  if 
I       CHliliBw.  !  I  keep  my  wotd — mXus*  waR*^^ 
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mean;  for  as  to  tbe  rest,  1  am  an  Uarlowes  only  put  on  a  face  of' 
honeat  moral  man,  as  all  who  know  irreconcileablenesB.till  thej  kuov' 
me  can  tefltify.  the  issue  of  Morden's  viait,  ■■- 

And  what,  after  all,  would  this  order  to  make  the  better  ten 
lady  deserve  if  she  has  deceived  with  ns. 

me  in  this  caae?  For  did  ahe  not  Indeed,  if  I  had  not  andoubtef 
set  me  prancing  away  upon  Lord  reason,  as  I  said,  to  believe  thf 
M."»  best  nag.  to  Lady  Sarah's,  j  con tinuauce  of  their  antipathyta 
and  to  Lady  Belty'a  with  an  erect  nie,  and  implacableneas  to  her,  I 
and  triumphing  countenance,  to  should  bi?  apt  to  think  there  might 
show  them  her  tetter  to  me?  ihe  some  foundation  for  my  lordV 

And  letme  tell  thee, thatlhaveiconjectore;  for  there  is  a  cnraed 
received  their  congratulatiDDa|deal  of  low  cunning  in  all  that 
upon  it:  Well,  and  now,  cousiujfamily,  eicept  in  the  angel  ofit;. 
Lovelace,  cries  one;   WeU,  andjwho   has  so  much  generosity  of 

now,     cousin     Lorelace,     cries  aonl,  that  she  despises  c ' — 

t'other,  I  hope  you'll  make  the  both  name  and  thing. 
best  of  husbands  to  so  excellent  What  I  meanby  all  this,  ii,  tfr' 
and  so  forgiving  a  lady!  — And  let  thee  see,  wbatastupidfigiirel. 
now  we  ahalt  soon  have  the  plea-  shall  make  to  all  my  own  family,, 
suro  of  looking  upon  yon  as  a  re-  if  my  Clariasa  has  been  capable)' 
formed  man!  added  one.  And  as  Gulliver  in  hia  abominable 
now  we  shall  see  ;^ou  in  the  way  Yahoo  story  phrases  it,  ofsayine 
we  have  so  lone  wished  yon  to  M  thelh'ng  that  is  nnl.  By  my  aooE, 
in!  cried  the  other.  'Jack,  if  itwereonlylbatlshonld' 

My  cousins  Montagae  also  have  be  oiilicilfed  by  snch  a  novice  il 
been,  eversiuce,  r^oicingiu  the  plotting,  and  that  it  wonldmafcs 
new  relationship.  Their  cbarm~  me  loox  silly  to  my  cougiiib  faoe;, 
Ingcousiu,  and  tbeirlovely  cousin!  who  know  1  value  myself  Uponuf 
at  every  word.  And  hon  dearly  contrivances,  it  would  vex  me  tO' 
they  will  love  her!  What  lessons  the  heart;  and  1  would  instantly 
thoy  will  take  from  her!  Andyel  clap  a  feather-bed  into  a  coach- 
Charlotte,  who  pretends  to  have  and-six,  and  fetch  her  away,  sick 
Ihoeyeof aneagle,wa3forfindiug  or  well,  and  marry  her  ^  n)J 
out  some  mystery  in  the  style  ana  leisure. 

manner,  till  I  overbore  her,  and  But  Colonel  Morden  is  come^ud 
Inughi'd  her  out  of  it  I  must  break  o£ 

As  for  Lord  M.  he  has  been  in 
hourly  expectation  of  being  sent 
to  with  proposals  of  one  sort  or 
other  ftomtheHarlowes:  and  still 
will  have  it,  that  such  proposals 
will  be  made  by  Colonel  Morden 
"^AtfD  he  eomei;   and  that  tbs  paidcoM^  thMjottbateiMtlu 
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%ma  me  Bince  oiiiie  of  Thursday 
last.  Yoo  would  be  still  more  so, 
if  you  knew  that  I  had  by  me  a 
letter  ready  written. 

I  went  early  yesterday  morning 
to  Epsom;  aud  found  every  thing 
disposed  tLCcording  to  tbc  direc- 
tionslhad  left  on  Friday;  and  at 
night  the  aolemn  office  was  per- 
formed. ToixrviUe  was  there ; 
and  behaved  very  decently,  aud 
with  greater  conceru  than  1 
thought  be  would  ever  have  ex- 
pressed for  any  body. 

Thomaaine,  they  told  me,  in  a 
kindof  disguise,  was  in anobscure 
pew,  out  of  curiosity  (for  it  seems 
she  was  far  Irom  shewing  auy 
tokens  of  grief)  to  see  the  last 
office  performed  for  the  man  whose 
heart  she  had  so  largely  contri- 
bnted  to  break. 

I  waa  obliged  to  stay  till  this 
afteruoon  to  settle  several  ne- 
ceasary  matters,  and  to  direct  iu- 
'  is  to  be  taken,  in  order  for 


appraisement;  for  every  tbiug  is 
l«  oe  turued  into  monejr,  by  his 
will.  1  presented  his  sister  with 
the  bundred  guineas  the  poor  man 
left  me  its  hisexeeutor,  and  desired 
her  to  continue  in  the  house,  and 
take  the  direction  of  every  thing, 
till  1  could  hear  from  bis  nephew 
at  Antigua,  who  is  heir  at  Imp.  He 
had  left  ber  but  fift^  pounds, 
although  he  knew  her  indigence; 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  a  vile 
husband,  aud  not  to  herself  that 
she  icas  indigent. 

The  poor  man  left  about  two 
hundred  pounds  in  money;  andl 
two  hundred  pouuds  in  two  Eastj 
India  bonds;  and  I  will  contrive, | 


Mowbray  yours  by  the  fiwt  order. 
And  BO  much  tor  poor  Belton'a 
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if  I  con,  to  make  up  the  poor 
woman's  fifty  pounds,  and  my 
hundred    guineas,    two   hundred 

Eouads  to  her;  and  then  she  will 
ave  some  little  matter  coming  in 
certain,  which  I  wilt  oblige  ber  to 
keep  out  of  the  hands  of  a  soq, 
who  has  completed  that  ruin  which 
his  father  had  very  near  effected. 

I    cave   Tourvitie   his  twenty 
and  will  send  you  and 
byt!     "    ■      ' 
for] 
affairs  till  I  se    _ 

1  got  to  town  in  the  evening, 
and  went  directly  to  Smith's.  I 
found  Mrs.  Lovick  and  Mrs.  Smith 
in  the  back  shop,  and  I  saw  they 
had  been  both  in  tears.  They 
rejoiced  to  see  me,  however:  and 
told  me,  that  the  doctor  and  Mr. 
Goddard  were  but  just  gone;  as 
was  also  the  worthy  clergyman, 
who  often  cornea  to  pray  by  her; 
and  all  three  were  of  opinion,  that 
she  would  hardly  live  to  see  the 
entrance  of  another  week.  Iwaa 
not  so  much  surprised  as  grieved; 
for  1  had  feared  aa  niucl)  nhen  I 
left  her  on  Saturday. 

Isentnp  my  compliments;  and 
she  returned,  that  she  would  take 
it  for  a  favour  if  I  would  call  upon 
her  in  the  morning,  by  eight 
o'clock.  Mrs.  I.ovick  told  me, 
that  she  had  fainted  away  on  Sa- 
turday, while  she  was  writing,  as 
she  had  done  likewise  the  day 
before;  and  having  received  be- 
nefit then  by  a  little  turn  in  a 
chair,  she  was  carried  abroad 
again,  She  returned  somewhat 
better,  and  wrote  till  late;  yet  had 
a  pretty  good  a\i^te\^B&^wa-'«> 
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:  mSTOBT  OF 


s  bATe  giren  me  x  p&iii  jiu' 


CoTent-Garden    cborch 

monuDg :  but  ca.me  Lome  so  ill,  <  hf re  —  [patting  hn  hand  to  faei 
that  abeiTBa  obliged  to  lie  dowD.  'heart]  what  ft  step  has  he  mad« 
When  ebe  arose,  seeing  how'tne  lake  to  aroid  oia  — who  can 
much  grieved  Blra.  Lovick  nad  ^lovdipUci,  and  not  bt  defiled t  He 
Smith  vere  Tor  her,  the  made!  baa  made  a  bad  spirit  take  po>- 
leq  for  the  tronble  ehe  gare  session  of  me,  I  think  —  brokco 
-Von  were  happj,  saidabe, , in  upon  all  my  duties.  .And  <riU 
before  I  came  hither.  It  was  a  not  j-et.I  doubt,letinel>eatrMl. 
cruel  tliiDg  in  me  ioconieajnongB(:indeedhei*  very  cruel — but,tfaii 
boaest  strangerE,  and  to  be  Gick|isoneof  my  trials.  I  beliere.  Bj 
and  die  with  jou.  ;  God's  grace,  I  shall  be  easJO'  tiv 

When  they  touched  upon  the  morrow,  and  especially  if  I  ban 
irreeoncileahleness  of  her  friends,  nomoreof  his  tonneiitings,«Ddif 


apologies 


I 


I  have  had  ill  offices  done 
them,  said  she,  and  they  do  not 
know  bow  ill  1  am;  nor  will  they 
believe  any  thing  1  should  write. 
Bat  jet  I  cannot  sometimes  for- 
bear thinking  it  n  little  hard,  that 
out  of  ao  many  near  and  dear 
itiends  as  I  have  living,  not  one  of 
them  will  vouchsafe  to  look  upon 
me.  No  old  servant,  no  old  friend, 
proceeded  she,  to  be  permitted  to 
come  near  me,  withoot  being  sure 
of  incarring  displeasure !  Aid  to 
h&vc  such  a  great  work  to  go 
through  by  myself,  a  young  crea- 
ture as  I  am,  and  to  have  every 
thing  to  think  of  as  to  my  tem- 
poral matters,  and  to  order,  to  my 
very  interment!  No  dear  mother, 
said  the  sweet  auft'ercr,  to  pray  by 
me  and  bless  me  !^No  kind  sister 
to  sooth  and  comfort  me  I  —  But 
come,  recollected  she,  how  do  I 
know  but  all  is  for  the  best  —  if  I 
can  but  make  a  right  use  of  my 


1  can  get  a  tolerable  nigbt.    And 
I  will  sit  up  till  eleven,  tlttt  I 

^he  said,  that  though  this  wV 
so  heavy  a  day  with  her.  die  wn 
at  other  times,  within  these  ft" 
days  past  especially,  blessed  witt 
bright  hours;  and  particularlj, 
that  she  bad  now-^nd-then  iaeb 
j  oy fill  assurances  ( nbic  h  she  b  oped 
were  not  presumptuous  ones;Uial 
God  would  receive  her  to  hii 
mercy,  that  she  could  hardly 
contain  herself,  and  was  ready  H 
think  herself  above  tbis  eud 
while  she  was  in  it;  and  wb>t 
inferred  she  to  Mrs.  Lovick,  mm 
be  the  state  itself,  the  very  upi- 
rittioos  after  which  have  oft«ni^ 
a  beamy  light  through  the  thickest 
darkness,  and  when  I  hare  beCB 
at  the  lowest  ebb,  have  dispelled 
the  black  clonds  of  despouaencyl ' 
—  as  I  hope  tley  soon  will  tfiif  I 
spirit  of  repining. 

She  had  a  pretty  good  night,  it 
mominr  went  ia 
a  chair  to  St.  Dunstan's  church. 

The  chairman  told  Ktrs.  Smith, 
tliAtafter  prayers  (for  she  did  act. 


it 

s 

1 


I 


e  snd  ten) 


till  between 

tbey   carried  her  I  ._ 

Fleet  Street,  whither  they  never 
■waited  on  her  before.  And  where . 
dost  think  this  was?  —  Why  tol 
an  undertaker's!  Good  heaven  1 
what  a  woman  is  thisl  She  went 
iiito  the  back  shop,  and  talked  I 
with  the  master  of  it  about  half  au' 
hour,  and  came  from  him  with, 
great  serenity;  lie  waiting  upon 
tier  to  her  chair  with  a  respectful 
countenance,  but  full  of  curiosity 
and  seriousnesB. 

'Tisevident,  that  abe  then  went 
to  bespeak  her  htiuse  that  she 
talked  of*  —  As  soon  a»  yon  can, 
sir,  were  her  wordti  to  him  as  she 
got  into  the  chair.  Mrs.  Smith 
toldme  this  with theaame  surprise 
andgfief  that  1  heard  it. 

She  was  very  ill  in  the  afternoon, 
having  got  cold  either  at  St.  Dun- 
Btaa's,  or  at  chapel,  and  sent  for 
the  clergyraau  topray  by  her;  and 
the  women,  unknown  to  her,  sent 

ith  for  Dr.  H.  and  Mr.  Goddard ; 
were  just  gone,  as  I  told  you, 
-  I  came  to  pay  my  respects 
this  evening. 

And  thus  havelrecounted  from 

e  good  women  what  passed  to 
mis  night  since  my  absence. 

1  long  for  to-morrow,  thatTmaj 
sec  her:  and  yet  'tis  such  a  me- 
lancholy longing,  as  I  never  ei- 
perienced,  and  know  not  how  to 
describe. 

I  was  at  Smith's  at  half  an  hour 

after  seven.     They  told  me  that 

the  lady  was  gone  in  a  chair  to  St. 

Donstau's;   but   was   better  than 
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she  had  been  on  either  of  the  two 
preceding  days ;  und  that  she  said 
to  Mrs.  Lovick  and  Mrs.  Smith,  as 
she  went  into  the  chair,  I  have 
a  good  deal  to  answer  for  to  yon, 
my  good  friends,  for  my  vapourish 
conversation  of  last  night. 

If,Mrs.  Lovick,  saidshe,smiling, 
I  have  no  new  matters  to  dis~ 
compose  me,  I  believe  my  spirits 
willhold  out  purely. 

She  returned  immediately  after 


prayers. 

Mr.  Belford,  said  she,  as  she 
entered  the  back  shop  where  I  was, 
(and  upon  my  approaching  her)  I 
amvery  glad  toseeyou.  Youhave 
been  performing  for  your  poor 
fiiend  akindlast  office.  "Tia  not 
long  ago  since  you  did  the  same 
for  a  near  relation.  Is  it  not  a 
little  hard  upon  you,  that  these 
troubles  should  fall  bo  thick  to 
your  lot?  But  they  are  charitable 
offices:  and  it  is  a  praise  to  your 
humanity,  that  poor  dying  people 
know  not  where  to  choose  so 
well. 


worse,  replied  she,  with 
poor  creatures,  when  they  are 
balancing  between  life  and  death. 
But  no  more  of  these  matters  jnst 
now.  I  hope,  sir,  you'll  breakfast 
with  me.  I  was  quite  vapourish 
yesterday.  I  had  a  very  bad  spirit 
upon  me.  Had  I  not,  Mrs.  Smith? 
But  I  hope  I  shall  be  no  more  so. 
And  to-daj  1 4im'^«(tl«c&-3  woionn. 
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This  day  rises  upon  me  as  if  it  i  out  of  his  and  every  body's  way 
would  be  a  bright  one.  before  now;   for  I  expected  noli 

She  desired  me  to  walk  up,  and  that  this  contrivance  would  Herr* 
JDTited  Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife,  |me  above  two  or  three  dajs;  and' 
and  Mra.Loviok  also,  to  breakfast  I  by  this  time  he  must  have  foimd 
with  her.  I  was  better  {)leaaed  |  out,  that  I  am  not  so  happ^  as  tf 
with  her  hveliness  than  with  herihave  any  hope  of  arecouciliatiol 
looks.  I  with  my  family;  and  then  he  will 

The  good  people  retiring  after  come,  if  it  be  only  in  revenge  fot 
breakfiist,  the  following  conver-  what  he  will  think  a  deceit,  but  ii 
sation passed  between  us:  'not,  1  hope,  a  wicked  01 

Pray,  sir,  let  me  ask  you,  said|  I  believe  I  looked  surprised,  t4 
she,  if  you  thiak  I  may  promise  |  hear  her  confeea  that  her  letl«E 
myself  that  I  shall  be  no  more  mo- 1  was  a  Btratagemonlv ;  foraheEsic^ 
lestedby yourfriend?  |You  wonder,  Mr.  Belford,  I  o^ 

I   hesitated:  for  how  could   I  serve,  that  I  could  be  ^%  d/'iu 
answer  for  such  a  man '/  ,  nn  artifice.    I  doubt  it  is  not  r^ 

What  shall  I  do   if  he   Come8;it  was  done  in  a  hurry  of  sfHrili 
again '/  —  You  see  how  I  am.  — illow  could  I  see  a  man  who  bw 
I  cannot  fly  from  him  now.  —  If; so  mortally  injured  me;  yet,  prt 
tending  sorrow  for  his  crimes,  (mi 
wanting  to  see  me)  could  b^iavf 
with  so  much  shocking  levity,  I 


he  has  any  pity  left  for  tlie  poor 
creature  whom  he  has  thus  re- 
duced, let  him  not  come.  —  Bat 
have  you  heard  from  him  lately '? 
And  will  he  come? 

I  hope  not,  madam.  1  have  not 
heard  &om  him  since  Thursday 
last,  that  he  went  out  of  town,  re- 
joicing in  the  hopes  your  letter 
gave  him  of  a,  reconciliation  be- 
tween your  friends  and  you,  and 
that  ha  might  in  good  time  see 
you  at  your  fathers;  and  he  is 
gone  down  to  give  all  his  friends 
joy  of  the  news,  and  is  in  high 


have  him 
again!    As  soon  as   he  discovers 
that  that  was  only  a  stratagem  to 
n  away,  he  will 


the  honest  people  of  tlw 
house?  Yet  'tis  strange  too,  tb>t 
neither  you  nor  he  found  oat  my 
meaning  on  perusal  of  my  letter 
You  have  seen  what  I  wrote,  uo 
doubt? 

I  have,  madam.      And    then  I 
began  to  account  for  it  a 
nocent  artifice. 

Thus  far,  indeed,  sir, it  is  »no* 
cent, that]  meant  bim  no  hnrt,an4i 
had  a  right  to  the  effect  I  i)ope4^ 
for  from  it ;  and  he  had  tiime  to  in' 
vademe.  But  have  you,  sir,  tbsl 
letter  of  his,  in  which  he  gires  yon 
be  does)  the  copy  of 


1  have,madain,andpulleditout 

aud  who  knows  hut  even  nnui  be  is  of  my  letter-case:  but  hesttaUag 

upon  the  road?    1  thought  I  was  —  Nay,  sir,  said  she,  be  pleoseu 

^xo&ad,  that  I  Bfaonld  £iyq  beoi^to  read  my  tetter  to  younelf  — 


^SCBir 


□  be  longer  a  etranger  to  a  I 

a  so  obrious. 
it  to  myself  —  Indeed,  • 
find  nothing  but 
that  yon  are  going  down  to  Har- 1 
lowe  Place,  to  be  reconciled  to 
your  father,  and  otlier  friends: 
and  Mr.  Lovelace  presumed,  that 
a  letter  from  your  sister,  nhicb  he 
saw  broaght  when  he  was  at  Mr. 
Smith's,  gave  you  the  welcome 
news  of  it. 

She  then  explained  all  to  me, 
and  that,  as  1  may  say,  in  six 
words  —  a  religioxts  meaning  is 
couched  under  it,  and  that's  the 
reason  thatneither  you  nor  I  could 
find  it  out. 

"Read  bnt  for  my /([(ftci'j' Au'ise, 
heaeen,  said  she,  and  for  the  inter- 
position of  my  dear  blessed  friend, 
BUpposeChe  medialiii  nai  mjSa  tiUiur 
(whjcbl  humbly  rely  upon) ;  and 
all  the  rent  of  the  letter  will  bo 
accouDted  for."  I  hope  (repeated 
she)  that  it  isapardonabteortifice. 
Bttt  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  strictly 
right. 

ireaditso,  and  stood  astonished 
for  a  minute  at  her  invention ,  her 
^■^,  her  charity,  and  at  thine| 
^■BmmeownBtDpidity,to  be  thus 
^Kenin. 

HBud  now,  thou  vile  Lovelace,^ 
^raat  hast  thou  to  do  (the  lady  all ' 
consistent  with  bemelf,  and  no 
hopes  left  for  thee)  but  to  hang, ' 
drown,  or  shoot  thyself,  for  an 
outwitted  boasler?  j 

My  surprise  being  a  little  over, ' 
she  proceeded;  As  to  the  letter 
that  came  from  my  sister  while 
your  frieud  was  here,  yoa  will 
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-  and  see  if  I 
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sofin  aoe,  air,  that  it  ia  the  crueleat 
letter  she  ever  wrote  me. 

And  then  she  expressed  a  deep 
concern  for  what  might  be  the 
consequence  of  Col.  lUorden's  in~ 
tended  visit  to  you;  and  besought 
me,  that  if  now,  or  at  any  trnie 
hereafter,  I  had  opportunity  to 
prevent  anyfurther  mischief,  with- 
out detriment  or  danger  to  my- 
self, I  would  do  it. 

1  assured  her  of  the  most  parti- 
cular attention  to  Uiis  and  to  all 
her  commands;  and  that  in  a  man- 
ner so  agreeable  to  her,  that  she 
invoked  a  bleaaing  npon  me  for 
my  goodness,  as  she  called  it ,  to  a 
desolate  creature,  who  suffered 
undertheworifo/'orpAanaje;  those 
were  her  words. 

She  then  went  back  to  her  first 
subject,  her  uneasiness  for  fear  of 
your  molesting  her  again;  and 
said,  If  you  have  any  in^uence 
over  him,  Mr.  Belford,  prevail 
upon  him,  that  he  will  give  me  the 
assurance,  that  the  short  re- 
mainder of  my  time  shall  be  all 
my  own,  I  have  need  of  it.  In- 
deed I  have.  Why  will  he  wiah 
to  interrupt  me  in  my  duty?  Has 
he  not  punished  me  enough  for 
my  preference  of  him  to  all  his 


sex?  Has  he  not  destroyed  mr 
fame  and  my  fortune':'  And  will 
not  bis  causeless  vengeance  upon 
me  be  complete,  unless  he  ruin  my 
soul  tooV  — Etcuseme,  sir,forlhi3 
vehemencel  But, Indeed, itCTeatly 
imports  me,  to  know  that  I  shall 
be  no  more  disturbed  by  him.  And 
yet,  with  all  this  aversion,  1  would 
sooner  give  vrayto  his  visit, thou^ 
I  were  to  ex^'ue  ^jtiB  i&KnciKaXi  Vw^ 
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him,  than  to  be  the  eaiise  of  any  approach  her,  I  cannot  bnt  look 
fatal  misunderstanding  between  upon  hcr,aaone just  enteringintu 
fonandhim.  a  compaDioDahip  with  sainta  and 

I  assured  her, thatlwouldmake  angels.  Tbia  thought  so  vholl; 
snch  a  representation  of  the  mat-  possesaed  me,  that  I  could  not 
tertoyou,  and  of  the  state  of  her  nelp  begging,  as  I  went  away,  her 
health,  thati  would  undertike  to  prayers  andher  blessing;  with  the 
oTiMuer  for  you,  that  you  would  not  reverence  due  to  an  angel. 
attempt  to  come  near  her.  In  the  evening,  she  was  aolo" 

And  for  this  reason,  Lovelace,  and  weak,  that  I  took  my  leave c^ 
do  I  lay  the  whole  matter  before  her  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  aa 
you,  and  desire  jou  will  authorize  hour.  I  went  directly  home, 
me,  as  soon  as  this,  and  mine  of  Where.to  tbepleasureandwondB 
Saturda7laBt,come  toyourbands,:  of  my  cousin  and  her  family,!  Doir 
to  dissipate  her  fears.  jpass  manyhonestevenin^a;  whieb 

Thia  gave  her  a  little  satisfac- 1  they  impute  to  your  being  out  of 
tion;  and  then  she  said,  that  had  town. 

I  not  told  her,  that  1  c»u^ij  promise  I  shall  dispatch  my  packet  to- 
foryou,  she  waa  determined,  ill  as!  morrow  morning  early,  by  my  iwi 
she  is,  to  remove  somewhere  out: servant,  to  make  thee  amend« fer 
of  mj  knowledge,  as  well  as  ouCltbesuspenselmusthavekepttliee 
of  yours.  And  yet,  to  have  been  in:  thou'lt  thank  me  for  Uiat,  I 
obliged  to  leave  people  I  am  hut  hope;  but  wilt  not,  lamsnre,f()r 
just  got  acquainted  with ,  said  the  seudiug  thy  servant  back  withoot 
poor  lady.and  to  havedied  among  a  letter. 

perfect  strangers ,  would  have  I  1  long  for  the  particulars  of  the 
completed  my  hardships.  I  conversation  between  you  andMr. 

This  conversation,  I  found,  aB|Morden;  theladv,aslhavehinted, 
well  from  the  length, as  thenature  ;is  full  of  apprehensions  about  it. 
of  it,hadfatigued her; and seeingiSend  me  back  this  packet  when 
her  change  colour  once  or  twice,  j  perused;  fori  have  not  had  either 
Imade  that  my  excuse,  and  took |  time  or  patience  to  take  a  copy  of 
leave  of  her:  desiring  her  pennia-  lit  —  And  1  beseech  you,  enable 
sion,  however,  to  attendber  in  thejme  tomakegoodmyengagempuU 
evening,  andaBoftcna9possible;|tD  the  poor  lady,  that  you  will  aot 
for  I  could  not  help  telling  her,  invade  her  again, 
that  every  time  1  saw  her,  fmore  | 

and  more  considered  her  as  a  bea-  lettek  LJtxx. 

tified  spirit ,  and  as  one  sent  from  ^^  ^^y,^^  j„  ^obari  LovbI.m,  m- 
heaven  to  drawme  after  her,  out 

of  the  miry  gulf  in  which  1  had  Wedoeadsj,  Ang.SO, 

been  so  long  immersed.  I  save  a  conversation  to  givB 

And  laugh  at  mc,  if  thou  wilt;  you,  that  passed  between  thisad- 
bitt  it  IB  trae:  that  every  time  I  mirablo  lady  and  Dr.  H,  which 
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,B  dresBing  and 


will  fumish  a  new  instance  of  the 
calmneBBand  serenity  with  which 
she  can  talk  of  death,  and  prepare 

forit,  a«if^- - 

as  familiar 
imdresaiug. 

Ab  soon  OS  I  had  dispatched  m; 
servant  to  you  with  my  letter  of 
the  2Cth,  28th,  and  yesterday  the 
29th,  I  went  to  pay  my  duty  to 
her,  and  had  the  pleasure  to  find 
her,  ttfter  a  tolerable  nicht,  pretty 
lirdy  and  cheerful.  She  was  hnl 
just  returned  from  her  usual  de- 
rotions.  And  Doctor  H.  alighted 
Be  she  entered  the  door. 

After  inquiring  how  she  did, 
and  hearing  her  complaints  of 
•hortneaa  of  breath,  (which  she 
*ttrilHiled  to  inward  decay,  preci- 
pitated by  her  late  harasses,  as 
well  from  tier  friends  as  from  you) 
he  was  for  advising  her  to  go  into 

What  will  that  do  for  mo?  Baid 
ahe;  tell  me  truly,  good  sir,  with  a 
eheerfnl  aspect,  (you  know  you 
cannot  disturb  mo  oy  it)  whether 
now  you  do  not  put  on 
physician;  and,  despairing  that 
any  thing  in  medicine  will  help 
me,  adrise  me  to  the  air,  as  the 
last  resource?  —  Can  you  think 
the  air  will  avail  in  such  a  malady 
•amine? 

He  was  silent, 

1  ask,  said  she,  because  my 
£riend3  (who  wilt  possibly  some 
time  hence  inquireafter  the  means 
1  used  for  my  recovery)  may  be 
satisfied  that  1  omitted  nothing 
which  HO  worthy  and  so  skilful  a! 
I  prescribed.  I 

inndam,  may  possibly' 


'"it 


help  the  difGcultr  of  breathing, 
which  has  so  lately  attacked  you. 

liut,  sir,  you  see  how  weak  lam. 
You  must  see  that  I  have  been 
consumiug from  day  today;  and 
now,  if  I  can  judge  oy  what  I  feel 
in  myself,  putting  her  hand  to  her 
heart,  I  cannot  eontinne  long.  If 
the  air  would  very  probably  add 
to  my  days,  though  I  am  far  from 
being  ih'sirotis  to  have  them  leng- 
thened, 1  would  go  into  it;  and 
the  rather,  as  1  know  Mrs.  Lovick 
would  kindly  accompany  me.  But 
if  I  were  to  be  at  the  trouble  of 
removing  into  new  lodgings,  (a 
trouble  which  I  think  now  would 
be  too  much  for  me)  and  this  only 
to  die  in  the  country ,  I  bad  rather 
the  scene  were  to  be  shut  up  here. 
For  here  have  I  meditated  the 
spot,  and  the  manner,  and  every 
thing,  as  well  of  the  minutest  as 
of  the  highest  consequence,  that 
can  attend  the  solemn  moments. 
So,  doctor,  tell  me  truly,  may 
I  stay  here,  and  be  clear  of 
any  impatations  of  curtuling, 
through  wilfulness  or  impatience, 
or  through  resentments ,  which  I 
hope  I  am  got  above,  a  life  that 
miffht  otherwise  he  prolonged?  — 
Tell  me,  sir;  you  are  not  talking 
to  a  coward  in  this  respect; 'in- 
deed you  are  not!  —  Unaffectedly 
smiling. 

The  doctor,  turning  to  me ,  was 
at  a  loss  what  to  say,  lifting  up 
bis   eyes  only   in   admiration   of 

Never  had  any  patient,  said  she, 
a  more  indulgent  and  more  humane 
ihysieian  —  but   since  you  are 
my   (\y,fta\.WiQ  &- 
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rectly,  I  will  pat  it  in  other  words 
—  you  don't  enjiiin  me  to  go  into 
the  air,  doctor,  do  youV 

I  do  no(,  madflm.  Nor  do  I  now 
visit  yoii  as  a  pbyaician  ^  but  as  a 
person  whose  conversatioD  I  ad- 
mire ,  and  whose  sufleriugs  1  con- 
dole. And  to  explain  myself  more 
directly ,  as  to  the  occasion  of  this 
day's  visit  in  particular,  I  must 
tell  jou,  madam,  that,  under- 
Btanding  how  much  jou  suffer  by 
the  displeasure  of  your  friends; 
and  having  no  doubt,  but  that  if 
they  knew  the  way  you  are  in, 
they  would  alter  their  conduct  to 
you;  and  believing  it  moat  cut 
them  to  the  heart,  when,  too  late, 
they  shall  be  informed  of  every 
thing;  1  have  resolved  to  apprise 
them  by  letter  (etratiger  as  I  am 
to  their  peraons)  how  necessary  it 
is  for  some  of  them  to  attend  you 
very  speedily.  For  fheir  aaies, 
madam,  let  me  press  for  your  ap- 
probation of  this  measure. 

She  paused;  and  at  last  said. 
This  is  Kind,  very  kind  in  you,  sir. 
But  I  hope  that  you  do  not  think 
me  so  perverse,  and  bo  obstinate, 
as  to  have  left  till  now  any  means 
unessayed,  which  1  thought  likely 
to  move  my  friends  in  my  favour. 
But,  doctor,  I  should  now  be  too 
much  disturbed  at  their  grief,  if 
they  were  any  of  them  to  come  or 
to  send  to  me;  and  perhaps,  if  I 
found  they  still  loved  me,  wishto 
live;  and  so  should  quit  unwil- 
lingly that  life,  which  I  am  non 
really  fond  of  quitting ,  and  hop( 
to  quit ,  as  becume.s  a  person  wVk 
has  had  such  a  weaning  time  as  I 
hare  been  favoured  with 


I  hope,  madam,  said  I,  you  art 
..  jt  so  near  as  you  apprehend,  t* 
that  deplorable  catastrophe  youi 
hint  at  with  such  an  amaKing  pre- 
sence  of  mind.  And  therefore  I 
presume  to  second  the  doctor'! 
motion,  if  it  were  only  for  the' 
sake  of  your  father  and  motho^' 
that  they  may  have  the  satisfao-; 
tion,  if  they  mutt  lose  you, 
think ,  they  were  first  reconciled' 
to  you. 

It  is  veiT  kindly,  very  humanely 
considered,  said  she.  But  if  votf 
tbink  Die  not  so  very  near  my  last 
hour;  let  me  desire  this  may  be 
postponed  tilll  see  what  effect  mf 
couam  Morden's  mediation  may 
have.  Possibly  he  may  vouchian 
to  make  me  a  visit  yet,  after  hit 
intended  interview  with  Mr. Love- 
lace is  over;  of  which,  perhaps, 
Mr.  Belford,your  next  letters  mav 
give  an  account?  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  a  fatal  one  to  any  body. 
Will  you  promise  me,  doctor, 
to  forbear  writing  for  two  days 
only,  and  I  will  communicate  to 
you  any  thing  that  occurs  in  that 
and  then  you  shall  lak^ 
your  own  way?  Meantime,  Ire- 
peat  my  thanks  for  your  goodnees 
tome.  —  Nay,  dear  doctor,  huitj 
not  away  from  me  BO  precipitate^ 
[for  be  was  going,  for  fear  of  an 
offered  fee]:  I  will  do  more  afiroitt 
you  with  tenders  that  hai 

foufor  some  time  past;  and  sine 
must  now,  from  this  kindly 
fered  favour,  look  upi 
as   a  friend,   I  will 
henceforth,  that  I  will  give  you  no 
more  uneasiness   on  that  head: 
and  now,  sir,  I  know  I  shall  have 
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■  r jf  seeing  you  ofl«ner  take  a.  journey   into   a   country 

UBQ  heretofore.  they  never  travelled  to    before, 

The  worthy  gentleman  waa  thiit  inquires  not  into  the  diffieul- 
pleased  with  this  assurance,  teli-  ties  of  tliC  road,  and  nhataccom- 
ing  her,  that  he  had  always  come  modations  are  to  be  expected  in 
to  see  hur  with  great  pleiisure,  bnt  the  wayV 

parted  with  her,  on  the  account'  Igaveherabrief aceountof the 
she  hinted  at,  with  as  much  pain ;  i  poor  man's  terrora  and  unwilling- 
and  that  he  should  not  have  for-ness  todie:  and  when  Ihaddone: 
borne  to  double  hi*  visitB,  conld  Thus,  Mr.  Belford,  said  she,  most 
he  have  had  this  kind  assarance  it  always  be  with  poor  90uls,  who 
as  early  as  he  wished  for  it.  ;  have  never  thought  of  their  long 

There  are  few  instances  of  iike  voyage  till  the  moment  they  are 
disinterestedness,  1  doubt,  in  this  to  eiobark  for  it. 
tribe.  Till  now  I  always  held  itj  She  made  such  other  observa- 
for  gospel,  that  frieniUhip  andpfly- ;  tions  npon  this  subject,  as,  coming 
sician  were  incompatibfe  things; 'from  the  mouth  of  a  person  who 
ajid  little  imagined,  that  a  man  of  will  so  soon  he  a  companion  for 
medicine,  when  he  had  given  over' angels,  I  shall  never  forget.  And 
hispatieot  to  death,  would  think 'indeed,  when  I  went  home,  that  I 
of  any  visits  but  those  of  cere-'migbt  engraft  them  the  better  on 
monj,  that  he  might  stand  well|my  memory,  I  entered  them  down 
mtli  the  family,  against  it  came  I  in  writing :  but  I  will  not  let  you 
■L  their  turns  to  go  through  his  see  them,  until  you  are  in  a  frame 
^Enpike.  I  more  proper  to  benefit  by  them, 

BULner  the  doctor  was  gone,  she  than  you  are  likely  to  be  in  one 
^i  into  a  very  serious  diacourse '  while. 

df  the  vanity  of  life,  and  the  wis- 1  Thus  far  I  had  written,  when 
dom  of  preparing  for  death,  while 'the  unespected  early  return  of  my 
health  (lud  strength  remained,  j  servant  with  your  packet  (yours 
md  before  the  infirmities  ofbody'and  he  meeting  at  Slough,  and 
""laired  the  faculties  of  the'eichauging  letters)  obliged  me  to 
1,  and  disabled  them  from  leave  off  to  ^ve  its  contents  a 
ig  with  the  necessary  efficacy  i  reading.  —  Here,  therefore,  1 
clearness:   the  whole  calcu<  close tms  letter. 

,  1   for  every   one's   meridian, 

'particnlarl])',  asit waaeasy  to'  i,ettbk  lxxxi. 

'■-^,  for  thme  and  mine,  I     j^  lovuIucb  lo  Joim  Beirord,  Eaq- 

waa  very  curious  to  know! 

■   particulars    of    the   be- 1  Taesciay  motoinB,  Aug.  M. 

ionr  of  poorBelton  in  hislast'     Now,  Jack,  will  I  give  thee  an 

moments.  You  must  not  wonder; account  of  what  passed  on  occa- 
at  my  inquiries,  Mr.  Belford,  said  sion  of  the  visit  made  ua  by  Col. 
she  i  for  who  is  it  that  is  to  under- 1  Morden. 
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He  came  on  horseback,  at- 
tended b^  one  servant;  and  Lord 
M.  received  him,  as  a  relation  of 
Miss  Harlows's,  with  the  highest 
marks  of  civility  aud  respect. 

After  tiome  general  talk  of  the 
times,  and  ot  the  weather,  and 
such  nonsense  as  Englishmen  ge- 
nerally make  their  introductory 
topics  to  conversation,  the  colonel 
addressed  himself  to  Lord  M.  and 
to  me,  as  follows : 

I  need  not,  my  lord,  and  Mr. 
Lovelace,  as  you  know  the  rela- 
tion t  bear  to  the  Harlowe  family, 
make  any  apology  for  entering 
upon  a  subject,  which,  on  account 
01  that  relation,  you  must  think 
is  the  principal  reason  of  the 
honour  1 1 

Miss  Harlowe,  Alisa  Clarissa 
Harlowe's  affair,  said  Lord  M. 
with  his  usual  fortvard  bluntuesB. 
That,  sir,  is  what  you  mean.  She 
is,  by  all  accounts,  the  most  excel- 
lent woman  in  the  world. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  is  your 
lordship's   opinion   of  her.     It  is 

It  is  not  only  my  opinion,  Co!. 
Morden  (proceeded  the  prating 
peer)but  it  is  the  opinion  of  allmy 
family:  of  my  sisters,  of  my 
and  of  nlr.  Lovelace  him- 


Ihave  done  myself  in 


self. 

Cot.  Would  to  heaven  it  had  al- 
ways been  Mr.  Lovelace's  opinion 
of  her! 

Lovei.   You  have  bet 
England,  colonel,  a  good  many 
years.     Perhaps  you  are  not  yet 
fully  apjirized  of  all  the  pnrtii 
Jars  of  this  case. 


Col.  1  have  been  out  of  Eng> 
landj  sir,  about  seven  years.  My 
cousm  Clary  was  then  abont  Iwelcfi 
years  of  age:  but  never  waa  theref 
at  Iwetiiy  so  discreet,  so  prudent 
aud  BO  excellent  a  creature.  Alt' 
that  knew  her,  or  saw  her,  ad- 
mired her.  Mind  and  person/ 
never  did  I  see  snoh  promiaes  o 

ferfection  in  any  young  lady:  anf 
am  told,  nor  w  it  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  as  she  advanced  to  mato-' 
rity,  she  more  than  justified  and 
made  good  those  promises.  - 
Then  as  to  fortune  —  what  he 
father,  what  her  uncles,  andiriii 
I  myself,  intended  to  do  forberi 
besides  what  her  grandfather  hao 
done  —  there  is  uot  a  finer  fb  '  " 
in  the  county. 

Lopel.  All  this,  colonel,  uid 
more  than  this,  is  Miss  ClarissA 
Harlowe ;  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  implacableness  and  viole  ' 
of  her  family  (all  resolved  to  pu_^ 
her  upon  a  match  as  unwortSy  w/ 
her,  as  hateful  tu  her)  ebe  had  stiff 
been  happy. 

Col.  I  own,  Mr.  Lovelace,  tlu 
truth  of  what  you  observed  juit 
now,  that  1  am  uot  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  all  that  has  passed 
Between  you  and  my  cousin.  But 
pei-mit  me  to  say,  that  when  1  GnC 
heard,  that  you  made  your  ad- 
dresses to  her,  I  knew  hut  of  onr 
objection  against  you.  That, 
deed,avery  great  one;  and  upon 
a  letter  sent  me,  I  gave  her  mr 
free  opinion  upon  tne  subject' 
But  had  it  not  been  for  that,  1. 
own,  that  in  my  private  mind 
there  could  not  have  been  a  mora 

•  See  Vol.  U.  p.  MI,  k  leq. 
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BnHable  match:  for  you  are  a  gal- 
lant geutleman,  graceful  in  your 
person,  easy  and  genteel  in  your 
deportment,  and  iu  yonr  family, 
fortunes,  aud  expectations,  happy 
as  a  man  can  wish  to  be.  Then 
the  knowledge  I  had  of  you  in 
Italy  (although,  give  me  leave  to 
say,  your  conduct  there  was  not 
wholly  uneiueptionahle)  con- 
vinces me  that  you  are  brave:  and 
few  gentlemen  come  up  to  you  in 
wit  and  vivacity.  Your  education 
haH  given  you  great  advantages; 
your  maiiuers  are  engaeitiR,  and 
you  have  travelled;  and  I  know, 
if  you'll  excuse  me,  you  make 
better  observations  than  you  are 
governed  by.  All  these  qualifica. 
tions  make  it  not  at  all  surprising, 
that  a  young  lady  should  love 
you:  and  that  this  love,  joined  to 
that  indiacreet  warmth  wherewith 
my  cousin's  friends  would  have 
forced  her  inclinations  in  favour 
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shonld  throw  her  upon  your  pro- 
tection. But  then,  if  there  were 
these  two  strong  motives,  the  one 
to  induce,  the  other  to  impel  her, 
let  me  ask  you,  sir,  ifshe  were  not 
doubly  entitled  to  generous  usage 
from  a  man  whom  she  chose  for 
her  protector;  and  whom,  let  me 
take  the  liberty  to  say,  she  could 
so  amply  reward  for  the  protec- 
tion he  was  to  afford  her? 

Lnuel.  Miss  Clarissa  Harlowe 
was  entitled,  sir,  to  the  beat  usage 
that  man  could  give  her.  I  have 
no  scruple  to  own  it  I  will  al- 
ways do  her  the  justice  that  she 
so  well  deserres.    X  know  what 
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will  be  your  inference;  and  have 
ouly  to  say,  that  time. past  can- 
uot  be  recalled.  Perhaps  I  wish 
it  could. 

The  colonel,  then  in  a  very 
manly  strain, set  forth  the  wickea- 
ness  of  attempting  a  woman  of 
virtue  and  character.  He  said 
that  men  had  generally  too  many 
advantages  from  the  weakness, 
credntity,  and  inexperience  of  the 
fair  sex :  that  their  early  learning, 
which  chiefly  consisted  in  in- 
flarniag  novels,  and  idle  and  im- 
probable romances,  contributed 
to  enervate  and  weaken  their 
minds :  that  his  cousin,  however, 
he  was  sm-e,  was  above  the  reach 
of  common  seduction,  and  not  to 
be  influenced  to  the  rashness  her 
parents  accused  her  of,  by  weaker 
motives  than  Iheir  violence,  and 
the  most  solemn  promises  on  my 
part:  but,  nevertheless,  kavinr; 
those  motives  and  her  pmdenoe 
(eminent  as  it  was)  being  rather 
the  eSectoicimsiiUiiiontiiaatxpO' 
rieitce,  (a  fine  advantage,  however, 
he  said,  to  ground  anunblameable 
ftiture  life  upon]  she  might  not  be 
apprehensive  of  bad  designs  in  a 
man  she  loved:  it  was  therefore,  a 
very  heinous  thing  to  abuse  the 
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manner;  when,  interrupting  him, 
I  said:  These  general  observa- 
tions, colonel,  suit  not  perhaps 
this  particular  case.  But  you 
yourself  are  a  man  of  gallantry; 
and,  possibly,  were  you  ^  be  put 
to  the  (Question,  might  not  he  able 
to  vindicate  every  action  of  you-c 
life,  any  moie  l\\M\\. 


194  TIIH  1 

Col.  You  are  welcome,  sir, 
put  what  queations  yon  pleiise 
me.  And,  I  thaok  God,  I 
both  iiivn  aud  be  uskimei!  of 

Lord  M,  looked  at  me;  but  as 
the  colonel  did  not  bj  bis  manner 
seem  to  intend  fi  reflection,  1  had 
no  occasion  to  lake  it  for  one; 
especially  aa  I  can  as  readily  oum 


my 


his,  whether  o>^liamed  of  them  or 

He  proceeded.  As  yon  seem  to 
call  upon  me,  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  will 
tell  you  (withont  boasting  of  it) 
what  has  been  my  general  prac- 
tice, till  lately,  that  1  hope  I  have 
reformed  it  a  good  deal. 

Ihave  taken  iiburtiea,  wbioh  the 
lawa  of  morality  will  by  no  meana 
justify;  and  once  I  should  have 
tkooKht  myself  warranted  to  cut 
the  uiroat  of  aiiy  young  fellow, 
who  should  make  as  free  with  a 
sister  of  mine,    »s  1  have  made 
with  the  sisters  and  daughter) 
others.     liut   then    I   took   c 
never  to  promise  any  thing  I 
tended  not  to  perform.    A  moc 
ear  should  as  soon  have  hoard 
downright    obacenity    from    my 
lips,  as  matrimony,  it  I  had  not  '- 
tended  it.     Young  ladies  are  ^ 
nerally  ready  enough  to  believe 
we  mean  honourably,  if  they  love 
ua;    and  it    would    look    like    a 
strange  afiVont  to  their  virtue  and 
charms ,  that  it   should  be   sup- 
posed needfal  to  put  the  (juestion 
whether,    in  your  address, 
I  a  wife.     But  when  on 
makes  a  promise,  I  think  it 
ought  to   Le  performed;    ai:  '   "  ' 


woman  is  well  ivarrauted  to  ap- 
peal to  every  one  against  the  per- 
fidy of  a  deceiver;  and  is  alwsyi 
iure  to  have  the  world  on  bet 

Now,  Sir,  continued  he,  Ibe- 
lieve  yon  have  so  much  honour 
as  to  own,  that  yon  could  not 
have  made  way  to  eo  eminent 
avirtue,  without  promising  m»r- 

fe;   and   that  very   ex^icilly 
solemnly  — 
1  know  very  well,  colone),  intet- 
uptedI,allyon  would  say.  " 


.ill  I 

1  break  i; 


■         whethe' 
^L^    ought  i 


,  that 
upon  you,  when  yoa 
)  answer  the  end  you 
drive  at. 

I  own  to  you,  then,  that  I  havf 
acted  very  unworthily  by  Mis? 
Clarissa  Harlowe;  and  I'll  tell 
you  further,  that  I  heartily  I'Cpeut 
of  my  ingratitude  and  baseness  In 
her.  Nay ,  I  will  say  still  further, 
that  I  am  so  grossly  culpable,  w 
to  lier,  that  even  to  plead,  thatUie 
abuses  and  affronts  1  daily  re- 
ceived from  her  implacable  reU- 
tiona,  were  in  any  mannerapro- 
vocation  to  me  to  act  vilely  by 
her ,  would  be  a  mean  and  Ion 
attempt  to  excuse  myself  —  su 
low  and  so  mean,  that  it  woulil 
doubly  condemnme.     Andifyou 

He  looked  upon  Lord  M.  anil 
then  upon  me ,  two  or  thtiae  timw. 
And  my  lord  said,  My  DCpbcf 
speaks  what  he  thinks,  I'll  auswrr 

Lopel.  I  do,  sir;  and  what  i 
say  morei'    And  what  furUier,  i> 
your  opinion,  can  be  doneV 

Ci'/.  Done!  airV  Why,  e 


■i 


Uliai 


C1.&RIB3A  HABLOWE. 


1  you  that  reparation  fol-]to  ud  d  erst  and  ooe  another.  You 
JowB  repentance.  And  I  hopeiyoung  eentleinen  are  bo  warm  — 
yoa  make  no  scruple  of  jnBtifying'  Cur.  Not  I,  my  lord  —  I  am 
your  siucerity  aa  to  the  one,  by ; neither  very  yonng  nor  unduly 
theother-  warm.    Your  nephew,  my  lord 


1  hesitated  (for  I  relished  not 
the  manner  of'hia  speech ,  and  hie 
haughty  accent)  as  undetermiaed 
whether  to  take  proper  notice  of 

Col.  Let  me  put  this  qnestion 
to  you,  Mr.  Lovelace:  is  it  trne, 
as  I  have  heard  it  ia,  that  you 
would  marry  uiy  cousin,  if  she 
would  have  you?  ^  What  say 

This  wound  meup  a  peghjgher. 
Lt'vel.  Some  questions ,  as  they 


may    be    put,    imply  ( 


cat!  make  me  be  every  thing  lie 
wonid  have  me  to  be. 

Loivl.  And thatshall be, what- 
ever y«u  please  to  be,  eolonei. 

Co/,  ([ieredij)  The  choice  he 
yours,  Mr.  Lovelace.  Friend  or 
foe!  as  yon  do  or  are  willing  to 
do  justice  to  one  of  the  finest 
women  in  the  world. 

Liird  M.  I  gneased  from  both 
your  characters  what  would  he 
the  case  when  you  met.  Let  me 
interpose,    gentlemen,    and  beg 


colonel.  1  would  be  gtad  to  know 
how  I  am  to  take  yours.  And 
what  is  to  be  the  end  of  your 
interrogatori  es  ? 

Col,  My  cjaestionsarenotmeant 
by  me  as  commands,  Mr.  Love- 
lace. ThetTidis,  toprevailupon 
u  gentleman  to  act  /ite  a.  gen- 
tleman, and  atnau  of  honour. 

Loeel.  (Iirintly)  And  by  what 
arguments,  sir,  do  you  propose  lo 
prevail  upon  me? 

Col.  By  what  arguments,  air. 
prevail  upon  a  gentleman  to  uc( 
like  a  gentleman!  —  I  am  sur- 
prised at  that  question  from  Mr. 
Lovelace. 

h-eeL  Whyao.air? 

CW,  WuT  SO,  sirl  (oj^ly)  — 


rnJj.iyou   but  to  understand  c 


other.  YoM  both  shii. 


patient,  will  both 
ftii  it.  Let  me  beg  of  you,  colonel, 
to  give  no  challenges  — 

Cul.  Challenges,  my  lord!  — 
They  are  things  I  ever  was  readier 
to  accept  than  to  offer.  But  does 
your  loidahip  think,  that  a  man, 
so  nearly  related  as  I  have  the 
honour  to  be  to  the  most  ae- 
complifihed  woman  on  earth  — 

D'rd  M.  (inlermpling)  We  all 
allow  the  eicellenciea  ol  the  lady 
—  and  we  shall  all  take  it  as 
the  greatest  honour  to  be  allied 
to    her   that  can  be  conferred 

Cvl.  So  you  ought,  my  lord!  — 

A  perfect C^munr.'  thought  I*. 

Lettae—  .     X»rrfjU  So  weought,  cotoiid; 

/>--mJ,    (mterrupting)     I    don't -.And  so  we  'hil  —  And  pny  l«( 

choose,   colonel,  to  be  repealed  rufij  one  do  as  he  ungld!  —  tuid 

upon  in  that  accent.  mo  wi-e  than  he  ..u^a,-  uud  *o», 

£tnt  M-     Come,   come,   gen-i  •  SeeU<Mi^<(toi^^ 
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Colouel,  let  me  tell  you,  willuot 
be  so  h^ty. 

Lovel.  (cooilij)  Come,  come, 
Col.  Morden,  don't  let  thia  dis- 
pute, whatever  you  intend  to 
make  of  it,  go  further  than  nitfa 
you  and  me.  You  deliver  your- 
self in  very  high  terma.  Higher 
than  ever  I  was  talked  to  in  my 
life.  But  here,  beneatli  this  roof, 
it  would  be  inexcusable  for  me  to 
take  that  notice  of  it,  which  per- 
haps it  would  become  me  to  take 
elsewhere. 

C'lL  This  is  spoken  as  I  wish 
the  man  to  speak ,  whom  I  should 
be  pleased  to  call  my  friend,  if  ail 
his  actions  were  of  a  piece;  and 
as  I  would  have  the  man  speak, 
whom  1  would  think  it  worth  my 
while  to  call  my  foe.  I  love  a 
mail  of  spirit,  as  I  love  my  soul. 
But,  Mr.  Lovelace ,  as  my  lord 
thinks  we  aim  at  otiemarh^  let  me 
say ,  that  were  we  permitted  to  be 
aloue  for  sii  minutes ,  I  dare  aay, 
we  should  eoon  understand  oue 
another  perfectly  well.  —  And  he 
moved  to  the  door. 

L'.<cel.  1  am  entirely  of  your 
opinion,  sir;  and  will  attend  you. 

My  lord  rung,  and  etept  be- 
tircenus:  Colonel,  return,  I  be- 
seech you,  return,  said  he:  for  ho 
had  stept  out  of  the  room,  while 
my  lord  held  me  —  nephew ,  you 
sLallnotgo  out. 

The  bell  and  my  lord's  raised 
voice  brought  in  Mowbray,  and 
Clemcnls,  my  lord's  gentleman; 
the  former  in  his  careless  way, 
witb  Ilia  hands  behind  liitn,  What's 
the  matter,  Bob?  What's  the 
matter,  my  loid'i 
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Only,  only,  only,  stammered 
the  agitated  peer,  these  young 
gentlemen  are,  are,  are,  are  — 
ureyoune  gentlemen,  that's  alL— 
Fray,  Colonel  Morden,  [who  afuiii 
entered  the  room  with  a  seoater 
aspect]  let  this  cause  have  a  fair 
trial,  Ibeseech you. 

Cit.  With  all  my  heart,  my 
lord. 

Mowbray  whispered  me,  Wlial 
is  the  cause,  Bob?—  Shallltakd 
the  gentleman  to  task  for  thee, 
my  boy? 

Notfortho world,  whiaperedl. 
The  colonel  is  a  gentleman,  and 
I  desire  you'll  not  aay  one  word. 

Well,  well,  well,  Boh,  1  have 
tione.  I  can  turn  thee  loose  to 
the  best  man  u[ion  Uod's  e&rtli; 
that's  all.  Bob;  strutting  off  to  the 
other  end  of  the  room. 

Ci}L  1  am  sorry,  my  lord,  1 
should  give  your  lordship  the 
least  uneasiness.  I  came  not  with 
snch  a  design. 

Lord  Sf.  indeed,  colonelj  I 
thooght  you  did  I  byyourtakr"" 
fire  so  quickly.  I  am  glad  ta  lu 
you  say  you  did  not.  How  aMB 
a  little  spark  kindles  inlo  afltmil 
espEcially  when  it  meets  wift 
such  combastible  spirital 

Col.  If  I  had  had  the  li 
thought  of  proceeding  to  estre 
ties,  I  am  sure  Mr.  Lot^M>«, 
would  have  given  me  the  honOQ 
of  a  meeting  whore  I  should  hsw. 
been  less  an  intruder:  batlcanri 
with  an  amicable  iatention: — I 
reconcile  differences,  rather tha 
to  widen  them. 

Lorel.  Weil,  then,  Col.  MoTden,] 


^^•hr  own  way.  I  don't  know  tiie 
mBu  I  shoulil  Boonor  choose  to  be. 
iiiion  terms  with,  than  one  whom 
Miss  Clarissa  Harlowe  so  much 
respects.  Bat  I  cannot  bear  to  be 
treated,  either  in  word  or  accent, 
in  a  menacing  way. 

Ur.lM.  Well,  well, well, well, 
gentlemen,  this  is  somewhat  I ik<'. 
Angr^  men  make  to  Ihemseh-es  beds 
"f  nettles,  and  when  they  iie  down 
in  Ihem,  art;  uneasy  with  eTcry 
body.  But  I  hope  you  are  friends. 
Let  me  hear  you  say  vou  are.  I 
am  persuaded,  colonel,  thatjon 
don't  know  all  this  unhappy  story. 
You  don't  know  how  desirona  my 
nephewis,  aa wellaaallofus,  to 
have  this  matter  end  hanpily. 
You  don't  know,  do  you.  colonel, 
that  Mr.  Lovelace,  at  all  our  re-  j 
quests,  is  disposed  to  marry  the 
lady? 

Col,  Al  all  ynur  requesta,  my 
lord!  —  1  should  have  hoped,  that 
Mr.  Lovelace  was  disposed  to  do 
josticefor  the  soJ^  of  justice;  and 
when  at  the  same  time  the  doing 
of  justice  was  doing  himself  the 
hiehest  honour.  I 

Mowbray   lifted  np  hie  before 
[^M^closed  eyes  to  the  colonel, 
d  fbea  glanced  them  upon  me. 
■      This    is   in  very  high 
!,  colonel. 
_,r,  Byinysonl,Tthoughtso. 
'.  fl^  langaajire ,  Mr,  Love- 
Is  it  not  Just  langnage? 

'a,   colonel.      A.od  I 

. , _an  that  does  honour 

to  Hiss  C'lariasa  Harlowe,  does  me 
honour.  Bat,  nevertbelesB,  there 
rs  B  manner  in  speaking,  that  may 
be  liable  to  eiception,  where  the 
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words,  without  that  manner,  can 

Col,  Your  observation  in  the 
general  is  undoubtedly  juat:  but 
'■/'  yott  have  the  value  for  my 
cousin,  that  you  say  you  have, 
you  must  needs  think  — 

Dii-el.  You  must  allow  mc,  sir, 
to  interrupt  you.  —  If  I  have  the 
value  I  sai/  I  have  —  I  hope,  sir, 
wben  I  iO'j  I  Jiaee  that  value  thero 
is  no  room  for  that  if,  pronounced 
as   you  pronounced  it  with  an 

Cut.  You  have  broken  in  upon 
me  twice ,  Mr.  Lovelace,  I  am  as 
little  accustomed  to  be  broken  in 
upon   as   you  are  to  be  repealed 

Lord  M.  Two  barrels  of  gun- 
powder by  my  conaeienca!  What 
a  devil  will  it  signify  talking,  if 
thus  yon  are  to  blow  one  another 
upatevery  wry  word? 

Lnvet.  No  man  of  honour,  my 
lord,  will  be  easy  to  have  his 
veracity  called  in  question,  though 
but  by  implication. 
I  Cul,  Ilad  you  heard  me  out, 
jMr.  Lovelace,  you  would  have 
'found  that  my  ifvas  rather  an  1/ 
of  i'll'erenre,  than  oi  ilniiht.  Bot 
'tie ,  really ,  a  strange  liberty  gen- 
tlemen of  free  principles  take; 
who  at  the  same  time  that  tbey 
would  resent  nnto  death  the  im- 
putation of  being  capable  of  Idl  - 
ing  an  untruth  to  aman,  willuot 
scruple  to  break  through  the  n 
solemn  oaths  and  promi»e«toa' 
man.  Imust  asBareyoa,l(i'.Lw«' 
iace,  that  I  always  u  ~  ' 
acience  of  my  v 
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Liecl.  You  did  right,  colonel. 
But  let  me  tell  you,  sir,  thatyou 
know  not  the  man  you  talk  to,  if 
you  Imagiue  he  ib  not  able  to  rise 
to  a  proper  reaentDient ,  when  he 
sees  bis  generous  concessions 
taken  for  a  mark  of  base- spirited- 
Co/,  (uiarmln  anil  with  a  sneer) 
Par  be  it  from  me,  Mr.  Lovelace, 
to  impute  to  you  the  baseneas  of 
spirit  you  epeak  of;  for  what 
would  that  be,  but  to  imagine, 
that  a  man  who  baa  done  a  very 
flagrant  injury,  ia  not  ready  " 
shew    bis    Irraiiery 


defeudiD: 


Mowbr.  This  is  d — n'd  severe, 
colonel.  Itifl,  by  Jove.  I  could 
not  toko  so  much  at  the  bauds  of 
any  man  breeding,  as  Mr.  Love- 
lace before  thia  took  at  yours. 

Col.  Whoareyou,  sirV  What 
pretence  have  you  to  interpose  in 
a  cause  where  there  is  an  acknow- 
ledged guilt  on  one  side ,  and  the 
honour  of  a  considerable  family, 
wounded  in  the  tenderest  part  by 
that  guilt,  on  the  other? 

Miiwbr.  (ichisperinf/  (u  Ihe  colo- 
jiel)  My  dear  cluld,  you  will  oblige 
me  highly ,  if  you  will  give  me  tne 
opportunity  of  answering  your 
q^uestion.     And  was  going  out. 

The  colonel  was  held  in  by  my 
lord.    And   I   brought   in  Mow- 

CcL  Pray,  my  good  lord,  let 
me  attend  this  oflicious  gentleman, 
1  beseech  you  do.  I  will  wait  upon 
your  lordship  in  three  minutes, 
depend  upon  it. 

Z'jwt/.  Mowbray,  is  this  acting 
iiko  a  friend  hy  me,  to  suppose 
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me  incapable  of  ansircriDg  for 
myself?  Aud  shall  a  man  of 
honour  and  bravery,  as  1  know 
Colonel  Morden  to  be,    (rash  as 

Eerhaps  in  this  visit  he  has  ibewii 
imself)  have  it  to  say,  that  he 
comes  to  my  Lord  M.'s  bonse,  in 
a  manner  naked  as  to  attendants 
and  friends ,  am!  shall  not  for  that 
reason  be  rather  borne  with  than 
insulted?  l^Ismoment,  mydeai 
Mowbray,  leave  us.  You  have 
really  no  concern  in  this  bueinesa; 
and  if  you  are  my  friend,  I  desire 
you'll  ask  the  colonel  pardon  for 
interfering  in  it  in  the  manner  yon 
have  done. 

M<mhr.  Well,  well,  Bob;  thou 
shah  be  arbiter  in  this  matter  I 
know  I  have  no  business  in  it  — 
and,  colonel,  [holding  'nil  !ii' 
hand)  1  leave  you  to  one  who 
knows   bow   to    defend  his  owu 


wells 


I'ul.  (Tatliiij  Mniebray's  haid. 
at  Lord  M.'s  reguesi)  Yon  need 
not  t«llmer/ia/,  Mr.  Mowbray.  1 
have  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Lovelace'ft 
ability  to  defend  his  own  c&oM, 
were  it  a  cause  to  be  defended. 
And  let  me  tell  you,  Ur.  Lore* 
lace,  that  I  am  astonished  to 
think,  that  a  brave  man,  and  ■ 
generous  man ,  as  you  have  Wf- 
peared  to  be  in  two  or  three  in- 
stances that  you  have  given  inlhB' 
little  knowledge  I  have  of  yc"' 
should  be  capable  of  acting  as  v 
have  done  by  tho  most  eicella 

LordM,  Well,  but,  gentlemen.! 
now  Mr.  Mowbray  is  gone,  auol 
you  bavQ  both  shewn  iostaiices  </' 


courage,  and  genevosity  to  boot, 
let  me  desire  you  to  lay  youT 
beads  together  nmicHbly,  and 
think  whether  there  be  any  thing 
to  be  done  to  make  all  endhappily 
for  the  lady, 

LiivpI.  But  hold,  my  lord,  let 
me  say  one  thing  now  Mowbray  k 
gone;  and  that  is,  that  I  think  a 
gentleman  ought  not  to  put  up 
tamely  one  or  two  severe  things 
that  the  colonel  has  said. 

L-rd  M.    Wtat  the  devil  canst 
thou  mean?     I  thought  all 
been  over.      Why  thon  haat 
thing  to  do ,  but  to  confirm  to 
colonel,  that  thou  art  willing  to 
manj  Miss  Ilarlowe,  if  she  will 
have  thee. 

Col.     Mr.   Lovelace  will    not 
BCrupIe  to  say  Ibal,  I  suppose,  not- 
withalandmg  all  thut  has  passed: 
but  if  you  think,  Mr.  Lovelace, 
1  have  said  any  thing  I  should  not 
have  aaid.    I  suppose  it  is  tf 
that  the  man  who  has  shewn 
little  of  the  tliiiii/  honour,    to 
defenceless  unprotected  womt 
ought  not  to  stand  so  nicely  upon 
the  empit)  name  of  it,  with  a  man 
who    is   expostulating   with  him 
Upon  it.    I  am  sorry  to  have  cause 
to  Bay  this,  Mr.  Lovelace;  but  I 
would  on  the  same  occasion,  re- 
peat it  to  a  king  upon  his  throne, 
and  surrounded  Dy  all  his  guards. 

Lard  M.  But  what  is  all  this, 
~'  more  sacks  upon  the  miU.'  mi 

i  upon  the  fire?    You  have 

.  A  to  quarrel,  both  of  you 
B  that.      Are  you   not  willing. 
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Lo>-el.  D— n  me,  my  lord,  if 
I'd  marry  an  empress,  upon  sucb 
treatment  as  this. 

Ijir'i  it.  Why,  now,  Bob,  thou 


you  HI 


aany  this  lady,  if  she 
ivailed  upon  to  have  you? 


willing. 


L  be 


Itwaa/iwtumjuatu 

you  see  he  is  cool,   you  are  all 

gunpowder. 

Lovel.  I  own  the  colonel  naa 
many  advantages  over  me;  but 
perhaps  there  is  one  advantage  he 
has  not  if  it  were  put  to  the  trial. 

Col.  I  came  not  hither,  as  1 
said  before,  to  seek  the  occasion: 
hutifitbe  offered  me,  1  wontre- 
Fuse  it  —  and  since  we  find  ^  o^" 
turb  my  good  Lord  M.  I'll  *«* ^ 
my  leave,  and  will  go  home  by 
the  way  of  St.  Alban'a. 

L'^ed.  I'll  see  you  part  ot  Oie 
way,  withftll  my  heart,  colonel. 

Cot.  I  accept  your  civility  very 
cheerfully,  Mr.  Lovelace. 

Lord  M.    iinterpoiing  lujam,  (u 
we  were  both  for  ff""'3  '"")     ^^. 
what    will   this    do,   gentlemenl^ 
Suppose  you   kill   one   anotiie^ 
will  the   matter  be  bettwed  ar\ 
worsted  by  that?   Will  the  lad? 
be  made  happier  or  unbappiw  >  a° 
you  think,  by  either  or^ottv  o> 
your  deaths?  Your  chaia^ers  are 
too  well  known  to  make  «e6n  ro 
stances  of  the  courage  ot  "tn 
needful.       And    1    ^^^^^^    '\;« 
honour  of  the  l»dy  "I^^Vm 
eolonel,  it  canbe  no  oth^r"*' 
effectually  promote^  ^»S^^4 
riage.    And,  sir  ,    *\^         itiB' 
your  interest  with    "^^  >„  „,„(■ 
probable  that  y*>^    ""^^  ^"^ 
though  nobody  else  can- 

said  aU  that  ama."  ca-n  sKJ^ 
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uses  m  proporRon  to  my  cooIneBB, 
till  it  ia  necfiflsary  for  me  to  aaserl 
myaelf ,  or  even  he  would  deapiae 

Lord  M.  Let  me  ask  you,  colo- 
nel; ha,ye  you  any  nay ,  anyme- 
thod,  that  you  think  reasonable 
and  honourable  to  propose,  __ 
bring  about  a  reconciliation  with 
the  lady?  That  ia  what  we  all 
wish  for.  And  1  can  tell  you,  air, 
it  ia  not  a  little  owing  to  ber  fa- 
mily, and  to  their  implacable 
usage  of  her,  that  her  resent- 
ments are  heightened  against  my 
nephew;  who,  however,  has  used 
herTileiy;  but  is  willing  to  repair 
her  wrongs  — 

Lord.  Not,  my  lord,  for  tlie 
sake  of  her  family;  nor  for  this 
gentleman's  haughty  behaviour; 
but  for  her  oicn  saire,  and  in  full 
sense  of  the  wrongs  1  have  done 

Col,  As  to  roy  hauglity  be- 
haviour, as  you  call  it,  sir,  lam 
mistaken  if  you  would  not  have 
gone  beyond  itiu  the  like  case,  of 
a  relation  so  meritorious,  and  so 
unworthily  injured.  And,  sir,  let 
me  tell  you,  that  if  your  motives 
are  not  love,  honour,  and  justice, 
and  if  they  have  the  least  tmcture 
of  meancompaasion  forfcr,  or  of 
an  uncheerfiil  asseat  on  yow  par/, 
I  am  sure  it  will  neither  be  desired 
or  accepted  by  a  person  of  my 
couain'B  merit  and  aenae,  nor  shall 
I  wish  that  it  should. 

Lovel.  Don't  think,  colonel, 
that  1  am  meanly  compounding 
ofFadebate,  that  I  should  as  wiir 


iogly  go  through  with  you  a 
cat  or  drink,  if  I  have  the  occa 
given  me  for  it;  but  thus  much^ 
will  tell  you,  that  my  lord,  th&U 
Lady  Sarah  Sadleir,  Lady  Betty 
Lawrence,  my  two  cousins  Uoih 
tague,  and  myself ,  have  written; 
to  her  in  the  most  solemn  i  ' 
sincere  manner,  to  offer  her sil.^ 
terms  as  no  one  but  herself  woul( 
refuse,  and  this  long  enough  bi 
fore  Col.  Morden's  arrivtu  wi 
dreamt  of. 

Co/.   What  reaaoD ,  sir ,  may  l 
ask,  doeaahe  give,  against  Ui ' 
iug  to  ao  powerful  a        "  "' 
and  to  Huch  offers? 

Lorel.  It  looks  like  capitalatjo^ 

r  else  — 

Col.  It  looks  not  like  any  me 
thing  to  me,  Mr.  Lovelace,  ^rb 
have  as  good  an  opinion  of  yw^— 
apirtt  aa  man  can  have.  And  whM 
pray,  is  the  part  I  act,  and  n' 
motives  for  it?  Are  theynot,  i 
desiring  that  justice  may  be  dot 
to  my  cousin  Clariaaa  Harlowt^ 
that  1  seek  to  eatablish  the  hoiio — 
of  Afrs.  Lovelace,  if  matters  o 

ice  be  brought  to  bear? 

LiiEel.    Were  she  to  honour  n 

ithher  acceptance  of  that  uanM 
Mr.  Morden,  1  should  not  wai. 
you  oranyman  to  assert  tbehonont 
of  Mra.  Lovelace. 

I.  I  beUeve  it.  But  tillal 
ha.1  honoured  you  with  that  a_ 
ccptance,  she  is  nearer  to  me  thni 
'.0  you,  Mr.  Lovelace.  And  I 
tpeak  this ,  only  to  shew  you,  that 
n  the  part  1  take ,  1  mean  rathel 
.o  deserve  yoor  thanks  than  youf 
liapleasure,  though  against yotir 
<etj,   were  there  occasion.     "" 
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Bghtyou  to  t.akeitaraiss,  jf  you 
fhtly  weigh  tiifi  matter:  for,  sir, 
Som  doth  a  lady  want  protection 

BBinst  but  her  injurers?  And 
lo  has  been  her  ffreattsl  injarer? 

-  Till,   therefore,   she  becomeB 
^^titled  to  your  protection,    as 

'  -  wife,  you  yourself  cannot 
me  some  merit  in  wishing 
I  hare  justice  done  my  ccusin 
■  "r,jouwereEoingtoaay,that 
'ere  not  to  look  like  capitu 
iting,  ^ouwonld  hintlbe  reasons 

—  cousin  gives  against  accepting 
h  an  honourable  mediation. 

'I  then  told  him  of  my  aincert 
Ters  of  marriage:  "I  made  no 
Stcnlty,  I  aaid,  to  own  my  ap 

_1 ^^      j]|^f      jUj.     uiilijippj 

to  her  had  greatly  at- 
d  ber:  but  that  it  was  the  iin- 
la  of  her  frieuds  that 
d  thrown  her  into  despair,  and 
Jven  her  acontempt  for  life,"  I 
Id  bin),  "that  she  had  been  so 
lOd,  aa  to  send  me  a  letter  to 
rert  me  from  a  visit  my  heart 
iKBfitapon  making  her:  a  letter, 
iwbich  I  built  great  hopes,  be- 
Uie  she  assured  me  in  it,  thai 
I  was  giiing  (o  lier  fulhcr's;  and 
It  /  might  sfe  her  there ,  tii/i«i  she 
t  receintil,  if  it  mere  nut  my  own 

at." 

iCol.  Zb  it  possible?  And  were 
I,  air,  thus  earnest?  And  did 
Mnd  TOO  Buch  a  letter  V 
iOtd  H.  confirmed  hothj  and 
»,  that,  in  obedience  to  her 
ire,  and  that  intimation,  I  had 
le  down  without  the  satisfac- 
I  had  proposed  to  myself  in 


and  I  should  have  told  you  this 
.before:  hut  your  heat  made  me 
decline  it;  for,  as  I  said,  it  had 
an  appearance  of  meanly  capitu- 
lating with  you.  An  abjectness 
of  heart,  of  which  had  T  been 
capable,  I  should  have  despised 
n  I  elf  as  much  as  I  might  have 
e-?pected  u  u  would  despise  me 

Lord  ftl  proposed  to  enter  into 
the  proof  of  all  this  he  said  in 
his  phraseological  way  tlat  one 
sinry  ioim  jool  till  anolher  vjai 
I  arl  that  the  Harlowe  family 
and  I  twis  true  had  behaved 
like  so  many  Ur^  n  to  one  an 
other,  -(nd  that  they  had  been 
very  free  with  all  our  family  be 
sides  that  nevertheless  for  the 
ladyasake,  more  than  for  tbeirB, 
or  even  for  iiiaie,  (he  oonld  tell  me) 
he  would  do  greater  things  for  me, 
than  they  could  ask,  if  she  could 
be  brought  to  have  me:  aud  that 
this  he  wanted  to  declare,  and 
would  soiHier  have  declared,  if  he 
could  have  brought  us  sooner  to 
patience ,  and  a  good  under- 
standing. 

The  colonel  made  excuses  for 
his  warmth,  on  the  score  of  his 
affectionto  his  cousin. 

My  regard  for  her  made  me 
readily  admit  them;  andsoafresh 
bottle  of  Burgundy,  and  another 
of  ChampBgne,  being  put  upon 
the  table,  we  sat  down  in  good 
humour,  after  all  this  blustering, 
in  order  to  enter  closer  into  the 
particulars  of  the  case:  which  I 
undertook,  at  both  their  desires, 

But  these  things  must  be  the 
Bubject  of  another  lettet,  -a'sada. 
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ahallimmediatdy  follow  this,  if  it 
do  not  accompanj  it. 

Meantime  j-ou  will  observe,  that 
a  bad  cause  gives  a  man  great  dia- 
aidvantaees;  for  I  myself  think, 
that  themterrogatorieBputto  me' 
with  BO  much  spirit  by  the  colonel, 
made  me  look  ciu-sedly  mean:  at 
the  same  time  that  it  gave  him  a 
superiority  which  I  know  not  how 
toalloff  to  thebestmaninEiicope. 
So  that,  literally  speaking,  as  a 
good  mart  wonld.  infer,  guBt  is  its 
own. pimiflher;  in  thatitmakeathe 
most  lofty  spirit  look  like  the  mis- 
creant he  is.  —  A  g'lod  man.  I  say: 
BO,  Jack,  pnileplkalli/f  1  add,  thru 
bast  no  right  to  make  the  observa- 


IwENi  back  in  this  part  of  i 
coDversation  to  the  day  that  1 1 
obliged  to  come  down  to  attend 
my  lord,  ia  the  dangerous illnesB 
which  gome  feared  would  have  beer 
bis  last. 

I  told  the  colonel,  "whateamest 
letterslbad  written  toaparticular 
friend,  to  engage  him  to  prevail 
upon  the  lady  not  to  slip  a  day 
that  had  been  proposed  for  the 
private  celebration  of  our  nuptiala ; 
and  of  my  letters*  written  to  her- 
self on  that  subject;"  for  I  had 
stepped  to  my  closet,  and  fetched 
down  all  the  letters  and  draughts, 
and  copies  of  letters,  relating  to 
this  affaur. 

I  read  to  him  "several  passages 
in  the  copies  of  those  letters,  which 

"  ieUcrs  Ivli.  ivlli.  Bs.  Uiil.  of  VuL  UI. 


thou  wilt  remember  make  not  a 
bttle  to  my  honour."  And  I  told 
him,  "that  1  wished  I  bad  kept 
copiesof  those  tomy  friend  on  the 
lion;  by  which  he  would 
how  much  in  earnest  I 
professions  to  her,  al- 
thoueh  sfie  would  not  answer  oi 
of  them."  And  thou  njay'st  n 
member,  that  ono  of  those  fboT 
letters  accounted  to  herself,  wb/ 
1  was  desirous  she  should  remain, 
where  I  had  left  her.* 

I  then  proceeded  to  give  him  ta,' 
account  "of  the  visit  made  hf, 
Lady  Sarah  and  Lady  Betty  to 
LordM.andme.in  order  to indncs 
me  to  do  her  justice:  ofmytead)^ 
ness  to  comply  with  their  deures; 
and  of  their  high  opinion  otha^ 
merit:  of  the  visit  made  to  Mist; 
Howe  by  my  cousina  MontagB<k 
in  tbe  name  of  us  all ,  to  engage 
her  interest  with  her  ^iend  lo  " 
behalf;  of  my  conversation  n 
MisB  Howe  at  a  private  assembly, 
to  whom  I  gave  the  same  aasnr* 
ances,  andbeaought  her  iotereit 
with  her  friend," 

I  then  read  thecopyof  thelettoT' 
(though  so  much  to  my  diiad- 
vantoce)  which  was  written  tO  hsf 
by  Misa  Charlotte  MontaguBi 
Ang.  1,**  entreating  her  allianoH 
in  the  names  of  all  our  family. 

This  made  him  ready  tothinlw 
that  his  fair  cousin  carried  iMT 
resentment  against  me  toobr.  Hs 
did  not  imagiue,  he  said,  that 
either  myself  or  our  family  h 
been  BO  much  in  earnest. 

Sothouseeat,  Belford,  thatHw 
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fait  glosEtng  over  one  pact  of  a. 
atoiy,  and  omitting  ajiDf/ier,  that 
will  malte  a  bad  cause  a  ^od  one 
at  any  time.  Wliat  an  aamixable 
lawyer  should  I  have  made !  And 
what  a  poor  hand  would  this 
ehaimtog  creature,  with  all  her 
innocence,  hare  made  of  it  in  a 
twnrt  of  justice,  against  aman  wlio 
had  BO  much  to  sng  and  to  s/unn  for 
himself  I 

I  then  hinted  at  the  generou! 
annual  tender  which  Lord  M.  and 
his  Biaters  made  to  Lia  fair  cousin, 
ia  apprehension  that  she  might 
Buffer  Dy  her  friends'  implacaffie- 

And  this  also  the  colonel  hiehly 
applauded,  and  was  pleased  to 
lament  the  unhappy  misunder- 
standing between  the  two  families, 
which  had  made  the  Uarlowes  leas 
fond  of  an  alliance  with  a  family 
of  80  much  honour,  as  this  iustance 
shewed  ours  to  be. 

I  then  told  him,  "that  having, 
by  my  friend,  [meaning  thee]  who 
was  admitted  into  her  presence, 
(and  who  had  always  been  an 
admirer  of  her  virtues,  and  had 
pvennte  such  advice  from  time  to 
Ume  in  relation  to  her  as  1  wished 
I  had  followed)  been  assured,  that 
a  visit  from  me  would  be  very  dis- 
agreeable to  her,  I  once  more 
resolved  to  try  what  a  letterwould 
do;  and  that,  accordingly,  on  the 
7th  of  August  1  wrote  to  her  one. 

"This,  colonel,  is  the  copy  of  it. 
I  was  then  out  of  humour  with  my 
lOrdlfT.  and  the  ladies  of  myfa- 
Tou  will  therefore  read  it 
bjonradf."* 
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This  letter  gave  him  high  aatis- 
faction.  You  write  here ,  Mr, 
Lovelace,  from  your  heart.  'Tisa 
letter  full  of  penitence  and  ac- 
knowledsment.  Your  request  is 
reasonable  —  to  be  forgiven  only 
as  you  shall  appear  to  deserve  it 
after  a  time  of  probation,  which 
you  leave  to  her  to  fix.  Pray,  sir, 
did  she  return  an  answer  to  this 
letter? 

She  did,  but  with  I'e/MCfaitce,  I 
own,  and  not  tilll  had  declared  by 
my  friend,  that  if  1  could  not  pro- 
cure one,  I  would  go  up  to  town, 
and  throw  myself  at  her  feet. 

1  wish  1  might  be  permitted  to 
see  it,  sir,  or  to  hear  such  parts 
of  it  read,  as  you  ahall  think 
proper. 

Turoiug  over  my  papers,  Here 
it  is,  sir.*  I  will  make  no  scruple 
to  put  it  into  your  hands. 

This  is  very  obliging,  Mr.Love- 

Hereadit.  Mycharmingcousin! 
—  How  strong  her  resentment!  — 
Yet,  how  charitable  herwishesl 
Good  heaven!  that  such  an  ei- 
cellent  creature  —  but,  Mr.  Love- 
lace ,  it  is  to  your  regret,  as  much 
as  to  mine,  1  doubt  not  — 

Interrupting  him,  I  swore  that 
it  was. 

Soitought,  said  be.  Nordol 
wonder  that  it  should  be  so.  I 
shall  tell  you  by-und-by,  pro- 
ceeded he,  how  much  she  suffers 
with  her  friends  by  false  and 
villainous  reports.  But,  sir.  will 
yon  permit  me  to  take  with  me 
these  two  letters?  I  shall  make 
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use  of  them  to  the  advantage  of 
you  both. 

I  told  him,  I  would  oblige  him 
with  all  my  heart  And  this  he 
took  very  kindly  (as  he  had  rea- 
son) ;  and  put  them  in  his  pocket- 
book,  promising  to  return  them  in 
a  few  days. 

I  then  told  him,  "  that  upon  this 
her  refusal,  I  took  upon  myself  to 
go  to  town,  in  hopes  to  move  her 
m  my  favour;  and  that,  though  I 
went  without  giving  her  notice  of 
my  intention,  yet  had  she  got  some 
notion  of  my  coming ,  and  so  con- 
trived to  be  out  of  the  way :  and 
at  last,  when  she  found  I  was  fully 
determined  at  all  events  to  see  her, 
before  I  went  abroad,  (which  I 
shall  do,  said  I,  if  I  cannot  prevail 
upon  her)  she  sent  me  the  letter  I 
have  already  mentioned  to  you, 
desiring  me  to  suspend  my  pur> 
posed  visit:  and  that  for  a  reason 
which  amazes  and  confounds  me  \ 
because  I  don*t  find  there  is  any 
thing  in  it:  and  yet  I  never  knew 
her  once  dispense  with  her  word ; 
for  she  always  made  it  a  maxim, 
that  it  was  not  lawful  to  do  «i7,  that 
good  might  come  of  it:  and  yet  in 
this  letter,  for  no  reason  in  the 
world  but  to  avoid  seeing  me,  (to 
gratify  an  humour  only)  has  she 
sent  me  out  of  town,  depending 
upon  the  assurance  she  had  given 
me. 

Col,  This  is  indeed  surprising. 
But  I  cannot  believe  that  my 
cousin,  for  such  an  end  only,  or  in> 
deed  for  any  end,  according  to  the 
character  1  hear  of  her,  should 
stoop  to  make  use  of  such  an 
artince. 


Lovel,  This,  colonel,  is  the  tiung 
that  astonishes  me;  and  yet,  see 
here!  —  This  is  the  letter  she 
wrote  me  —  nay ,  sir ,  'tis  her  own 
hand. 

Col.  I  see  it  is;  and  a  charming 
hand  it  is. 

LoveL  You  observe,  colonel, 
that  all  her  hopes  of  reconciliation 
with  her  parents  are  from  yon. 
You  are  her  dear  blessed  friend! 
She  always  talked  of  you  with 
delight. 

Col.  Would  to  heaven  I  had 
come  to  England  before  she  left 
Harlowe  Place !  —  Nothing  of  this 
had  then  happened.  Not  a  man 
of  those  whom  I  have  heard  that 
her  friends  proposed  for  her, 
should  have  had  her.  Nor  yon, 
Mr.  Lovelace ,  unless  I  had  found 
you  to  be  the  man,  every  one  who 
sees  you  must  wish  you  to  be:  and  if 
you  had  been  that  man,  no  one 
living  should  I  have  preferred  to 
you  for  such  an  excellence. 

Mj  lord  and  I  both  joined  in  the 
wish:  and  'faith  I  wished  it  most 
cordially. 

The  colonel  read  the  letter  twice 
over ,  and  then  returned  it  to  me. 
'Tis  all  a  mystery,  said  he.  I  can 
make  nothing  of  it.  For,  alas !  her 
friends  are  as  averse  to  a  recon- 
ciliation as  ever. 

Lord  M.  I  could  not  have 
thought  it.  But  don't  you  think 
there  is  something  very  favour- 
able to  my  nephew  in  this  letter 
—  something  tnat  looks  as  if  the 
lady  would  comply  at  last? 

Col.  Let  me  die  if  I  know  what 
to  make  of  it.  This  letter  is  very 
different  from  her  preceding  one. 


ri-  You  returned  an  answer  to  it, 
Mr.  Lovelace? 
Lnvel.  An  answer,  colonel!  No 
doubt  of  it.  And  an  answer  full 
of  transport.  1  told  her,  "I  would 
directly  set  out  for  LordM.'s,  in 
obedience  to  Uer  will.  I  told  her 
that  I  would  consent  to  an;  tiling 
she  should  command ,  in  order  to 

r'omote  this  hapjiy  reconciliation, 
told  her,  thiLt  it  should  be  my 
hourly  study  to  the  end  of  my  life, 
to  deserve  a  goodness  so  transcen- 
dent" But  I  cannot  forbear  Bay- 
ing, that  I  am  not  a  little  shocked 
andenrpriied,  if nothingmorebe 
meant  by  it ,  than  to  get  me  into 

^tIle  country  without  seeing  her. 
Col.  That  can't  be  the  thing, 
'«|epeaduponit,sir:  there  must  be 
iboie  in  it  thsii  that.     For  were 
Aat  all,  she  must  think  you  would 
soon  be  undeceived ,  and  that  you 
woald  then  most  probably  resume 
your  intention  ~  unless ,  indeed, 
she  depended  upon  seeing  tiie  in 
the  interim,  as  she  knew  1  wtis 
arrived.     But  I  own,  I  know  not 
what  to  make  of  it.     Only  that 
die  does  meagr  eat  deal  of  honour, 
■    if  itbeme  that  sbecallsherii/fsji^d 
B'iMiMfl,  whom  alie  altcags  loved  and 
^t'konourtd.    Indeed,  1  ever  loved 
If  Iter;  and  if  1  die  unmarried,  and 
'    iRtlioutchildren,  shall  be  as  kind 
to  her  as  her  grandfather  was; 
and  the  rather  as  I  fear  that  there ; 
is  too  much  of  envy  and  self-love  [ 
in  the  resentments  her  brother  and  ^ 
uster  endeavour  to  keep  up  in  her . 
father  and  mother  against  her. 
But  I  shall  know  better  how  to^ 
judge  of  this,   when  my  cousini 
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James  comes  from  Edinburgh; 
and  he  is  every  hour  espected. 

But  let  me  ask  you,  Mr.  Love- 
lace, what  is  the  name  of  your 
friend ,  who  is  admitted  so  easily 
into  my  cousin's  presence?  Is  it 
not  Belford,  pray? 

Lovel.  It  is,  air;  Mr.Belford  is 
amau  of  honour;  andagreatad- 
mirer  of  your  fair  cousin. 

Was  1  right,  as  to  the  ;?<■,!/,  Jack  ? 
The  laul  1  have  such  strong  proof 
of,  that  it  makes  me  questjon  the 
^rst;  since  she  would  not  have 
been  out  of  the  way  of  my  intend- 
ed visit  but  for  thee. 

Cot.  Are  you  sure,  air,  that  Mr. 
Belford  is  a  man  of  honour? 

Liipcl.  I  can  swear  for  him, 
colonel.  What  makes  you  put 
this  question? 

Col.  Only  this;  that  anofficiouf 
pragmatical  novice  has  been  sent 
up  to  inquire  into  my  cousin's  life 
and  conversation;  and,  would  you 
believeitjthei'reQueutvisiUof  this 
:entleman  have  oeen  interpreted 


and  you  will  be  shocked  at  every 
part  of  it. 

This  cursed  letter,  no  doubt,  is 
from  the  young  Levite,  whom 
thou.  Jack,  descrihedat,  as  making 
inquiry  of  Mrs.  Smith  about  Miss 
Harlowe's  character  and  visitors.* 

I  believe  I  was  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  in  reading  it:  fori  made  it, 
though  not  a  short  one,  six  times' 
as  long  as  it  is,  by  the  additions  of 
oaths  and  curses  to  every  pedantic 
line.  Lord  M.  too  helped  to 
lengthen  it,  by  the  like  ezecra- 


*  aeev.S&i^Vwit 


tions.  And  thou,  Jack,  wilL  have 
asmucLreason  tocurseit  as  we. 

You  cannnt  but  see,  said  the 
colonel,  yiben  1  had  done  reading 
it,  that  thiBfellowhaabeen  ii/yfci'ouj' 
in  his  malevolence;  for  what  he 
saya  ie  mere  hearaay,  and  that 
hearaay  conjectural  scandal, 
without  fact,  or  the  appearance 
of  fact,  to  support  it;  bo  tbatan 
nnprejudiced  eye,  upon  the  face 
of  the  letter,  would  condemn  the 
writer  of  it ,  as  I  did ,  and  acquit 
my  cousin.  But  yet,  such  ia  the 
Bpiritby  which  the  rest  of  my  rela- 
tions are  governed ,  that  they  run 
away  with  the  belief  of  the  worst 
itinsinnates,  and  the  dear  creature 
has  had  shocking  letters  upon  it; 
the  pedant's  hints  are  taken .  and 
a  voyage  to  one  of  the  colonies 
has  been  proposed  to  her,  as  the 
only  way  to  avoid  Mr.  Belford  and 
you.  I  have  not  seen  these  letters, 
indeed;  but  they  took  a  pride  in 
repeating  aome  of  their  contents, 
which  must  have  cut  the  poor  aoul 
to  the  heart;  and  these,  joined  to 
her  former  sufferinga  —  what  have 
you  not,  Mr.  Lovelace,  to  answer 
for? 

Jju'el.  Wbolhedevilconldhave 


there  could  be  parents  so  impla- 
cable? Brother  and  sister  so 
envious?  And,  give  me  leave  to 
gay,  a  lady  so  immoveably  fised 
against  the  only  means  that  could 
bo  taken  to  put  all  right  with  every 
body?  —  And  what  now  can  be 

1,'irdM.  Ihavegroathopeathat 
I  fJv/.JfordoojtDsjjetpEQVtulilpoa 


lus  cousin.  And  by  her  last  letter, 
it  runs  in  my  mind ,  that  she  bai 
some  thoughts  of  forgiving  all 
that's  past.  Do  you  thinK,  colonel, 
if  there  should  not  be  such  a  thing 
as  a  reconciliation  going  faiwara 
at  present,  that  her  letter  may  oot- 
imnl^,  that  if  we  t^'iu/fJ  bring  sQcli 
a  Uiing  to  bear  with  her  friends, 
she  would  be  reconciled  withMr. 
Lovelace? 

C'll.  Such  an  artifice  would 
better  become  the  Italian  aub- 
tility,  than  the  English  sii 
Your  lordship  has  been  it 
presume? 

Loeel.  My  lord  has  read  Boc- 
.caccio,  perhaps;  and  that's  as 
well,  aa  to  the  hint  he  gives,  which 
may  be  borrowed  from  one  of  that 
author's  stories.  But  MisaCIfliTisrt 
Harlowe  is  above  all  artifice.  Shs 
must  have  some  meaning  I  a 
fathom. 

Col.  Well,  my  lord,  I  can  only 
say,  that  I  will  make  soineuseof 
the  letters  Mr.  LoreJace  baa  ob- 
liged me  with:  and  after  1  b 
had  some  talk  with  my  oouria 
James,  who  is  hourly  expected) 
and  when  1  have  dispatched  two 
or  three  affairs  that  press  upon 
me;  1  will  pay  myrespecta  toBiy 
dear  cousin;  and  shall  then  H 
able  to  form  a  bet 
things.  Me3ntim< 
her;  for  1  have  a 
about  her,  and  find  she  wanU 
consolation. 

Ltivel-  If  you  favour  me,  co- 
lonel, with  the  d— n'd  letter  of 
that  fellow  Brand,  for  a  day  o 
two,  you  will  oblige  me. 

Col.  Iwill,  but  remember,  itj 


^najt  isaparson,  Mr.Lovelace;  an 
iBaocent  one  too  they  eaj.  Else 
1  had  been  at  him  before  now. 
AAd  these  college  novices^  who 
think  thej  know  everj  thing  in 
their  cloisters ,  and  that  all  learn- 
ing lies  in  bouts,  make  dismal 
figureB  when  they  come  into  the 
world  among  inen  and  icnrnen. 

Lord  M.  Brand!  Bniiid!  It 
should  have  been  Firebraml ,  I 
tbiiikf  inmy conscience! 

Thua  ended  thia  doughty  con- 
ference. 

1  cannot  say,  Jack,  hut  I  am 
greatly  taken  with  Col.  Morden. 
He  is  bravo  and  gecerona,  and 
knowB  the  world;  and  then  biB 
contempt  of  the  jiaraonn  ia  a 
t&in  Eign  that  he  is  one  of  us. 

We  parted  with  great  civi 
Liord  U.  (not  a  little  pleased  that 
wo  did,  and  as  greatly  taken  with 
the  colonel)  repeated  his  wish, 
after  the  colonel  was  gone,  that 
he  had  arrived  in  time  to  save  the 
lady;  if  that  would  have  done  it. 

I  wish  so  too.  For,  by  my  aonl, 
Jack,  I  am  every  day  more  and 
more  uneaay  about  her.  Butlhope 
she  is  not  BO  ill  as  I  am  told  she  is. 

IhavemadeCharlotte  transcribe 
the  letter  of  thia  Firehranil,  as  my 
lord  calls  him;  and  will  inclose 
her  copy  of  it.  All  thy  phlegm  1 
know  will  be  roused  into  venge- 
ance when  thou  rcadest  it, 

I  know  not  what  to  adi'ise  as 
to  Bhewing  it  to  the  lady.  Yet, 
perhaps,  she  will  be  ablt 
leap  more  satisfactioQ  than 
cem  from  it,  knowing  her 
innocence;    in  that  it  will  give 

IT  to  hope  thot  her  friends'  trcat- 


owE.  207 

mcut  of  her  is  owing  as  much 
t  misrepresentatiou  as  to  their 
nn  natural  iinpIacablenesB.  Such 
mind  as  hi?r9,  I  know,  would  be 
glad  to  tind  out  the  shadow  of  a 
reason  for  the  shocking  letters  the 
colonel  says  they  have  sent  her, 
and  for  their  proposal  to  her  of 
;oing  to  some  one  of  the  colonies. 
Confound  them  all  —  but  if  I 
uegin  to  curse,  1  shall  never  have 
lone]  —  Then  it  may  put  her  upon 
such  a  defence  as  she  might  be 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  make, 
d  to  shame  them  for  their  mon- 
■ous  credulity  —  but  thia  I  leave 
tliyowa  fat-lieaded  prudence — 
only  it  vexes  me  to  the  heart,  that 
even  scandal  and  calumny  should 
daie  to  surmise  the  bare  possibi- 
lity of  any  man's  sharing  the  fa- 


rsof  a 


thinks,  1  could  worship  with  a 
veneration  due  to  a  divinity. 

Charlotte  and  her  sister  could 
not  help  weeping  at  the  base  as- 
persion: When,  when,  saidPatty, 
lifting  up  her  hands,  will  this 
sweet  lady's  flufferhiga  be  at  an 
end?  0  cousin  Lovelacel  — 

And  thus  am  I  blamed  for  every 
one's  faultsl  —  When  her  brutal 
father  curses  her,  it  is  I.  1  up- 
braid her  with  her  severe  mother. 
The  implacableness  of  her  stupid 
uncles.  IB  all  mine.  The  virulence 
of  her  brother,  and  the  spite  and 
envy  of  her  sister,  are  entirely 
owing  to  me.  The  letter  of  this 
rascal  Brand  is  of  my  writing  — 
O,  Jack,  what  a  wretch  is  thy 
Lovelace! 


K      her  to  hope  thot  her  friends  treat- 


r 


this  d  — ued  fellow  Will  hiiB  re- 
turned without  a  letter! — Yet  the 
raacal  tells  me  that  he  hears  you 
have  been  writing  to  me  these  two 

Plague  confound  tbee,  who 
must  know  m^  impatience,  and 
the  reasoii  font! 

To  send  a,  man  and  horse  on 
purpose,  as  1  did!  My  iraagian- 
tion  chaiued  to  the  belly  of  the 
beast,  in  order  to  keep  pace  with 
bim!  —  NowheisgottotTiiaplace; 
now  to  that;  now  to  London;  now 
to  thee  I 

Now  [a  letter  given  him]  whip 
and  spur  upon  the  return.  This 
town  Just  entered,  not  staying  to 
bait :  that  village  passed  oy : 
leaves  the  wind  behind  him:  in  a 
foaming  aweat  man  and  horae. 

And  m  this  way  did  be  actually 
enter  Lord  M.'s  court-yard. 

The  reverberating  pavement 
brought  me  down —  The  letter, 
WiUT—  The  letter,  dog !  —  The 
letter,  sirrah! 

No  letter,  sirl  —  Then  wildly 
staring  round  me,  fists  ctcached, 
and  gnnning  like  a  maniac.  Con- 
found tbee  for  a  dog,  and  bim 
that  sent  tbee  without  onel  — 
This  moment  out  of  my  sight, 
or  I'll  scatter  thy  atupid  brains 
throngh  the  an'.  I  snatched  from 
hia  bolsters  a  pistol,  while  the 
rascal  threw  himself  from  the 
foaming  beast ,  and  ran  to  avoid 
the  fate  which  I  wished  with  all 
my  soul  thou  hadst  been  within 
the  reach  of  me  to  have  met 
with. 


U    I 

by    I 

on    I 


u  wring  and  torture  my  soul  ai 
pleases,  what  canst  thou  mf(m 
send  back  my  varlet  without  a 
letter?  —  I  will  send  away  by 
day-dawn  another  fellow  ni" 
another  beast  for  what  thon  E 
written;  aod  I  charge  thee^ on  tb« 
allegiance,  that  thou  dupKtW 
'  'm  not  back  empty-handed. 

POSTSCRIPT. 
Charlotte,    in  a  whtin  of  deli- 

icy,  is  displeased  thati  send ths 
closed  letter  to  you  —  that  W 
band-writing,  forsooth!  shonli 
)  into  the  hands  of  a  Bingle  manli 
There's  encouragement fortho% 
Belford!  This  ia-a  certain  aig^^^ 
that  thou  may'st  have  her  if  tho 
■'  .  Andyetj  till  she  bad  gwe  .^^ 
.  this  unerring  deuionstralioi 
of  her  glancing  towards  thee,  ] 
could  not  have  thought  it  ^deed 
I  have  often  in  pleasantry  told  het 
that  1  would  bring  such  an  afii 
to  bear.  But  I  never  intended  iti 
because  she  really  ifl  a  dainty 
And  thou  art  such  a  clumayre 
in  thy  person,  that  I  ebould  B.^— 
soon  have  wished  her  a  rhiuooeiW 
for  an  hnaband,  as  thee.  Biit| 
poor  little  dears!  they  must  staj 
till  their  time's  come  I  Theywoin 
have  tbia  man,  and  they  won't 
have  that  man,  ii-om  seventeeS 
to  twenty-five;  but  then,  afnud) 
as  tlie  saying  is,  that  God  AdK 
forgot  them,  and  finding  theii 
bloom  departing,  they  are  glad 
of  whom  theycanget,  and  verify 
the  fable  of'^the  parson  and  tbsf 
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to  the  poor  jou/,  should  be  turned 'lie  holdeth  &  mgular  corresponS- 
into  rank  piiiiim!  But,  as  MrJence;  and  hath  heen  often  Been 
Daniel  de  !l!'oe  (au  ineeniouB  miin,  with  miss  (tete-a-tete)  at  the 
though  a  DisKenter)  obserreth,  |  (omdoic  —  in  no  iod  way,  indeed: 
(but  indeed  it  ie  an  old  proverb;  but  mrfriend'a  wife  is  of  opinuHi, 


Yet,  todothe  ladyy'iwdV.'e,  t, 
body  Cometh  home  with  her:  n 
indeed  cnn  they,  be  en  use  sbegoeth 
forward  and  backward  in  a  sedan 
or  chiw-  (as  thej  call  it).  But  then 
there  ia  a  gentleman  of  no  i/niii! 
rhaniclri-,  (an  vilmiadu  of  Mr. 
Lovelace)  who  is  a  rwinlant  viaitor 
of  her,  and  of  the  puople  of  the 
house  1  whom  he  regalelh  and 
Ueatelh,  and  hath  (of  conaequencej 
their  h'gh  good  icorda. 

I  have  thereupon  taken  the 
tronble  (for  I  love  to  be  exaci  ' 
nay  commissiun  lundertakejfo  ii 
qoire  parliciUarlij  about  this  gei 
'  tleman,  as  he  is  called(albeit  Ibold 
uo  man  bo  but  by  his  actions ;  for, 
as  Juvenal  saith, 

-  fioliililai  SBl^  i.(.  olquc  vnica  i-irfui.) 

And  Ihis  I  did  before  !I  would  sit 
down  to  write  to  you. 

His  name  is  Belford,  He  bath 
a  paternal  estate  of  upwards  of 
one  thousand  pounds  by  the  year; 
and  is  now  in  mourning  for  an 
nncle,  who  left  him  very  con- 
siderably besides.  He  beaieth  a 
very  profligate    character     "    '" 


that  all  is  not  an  ilskould  be. 
indeed,  it  is  mighty  bI 
if  mias  be  so  nntable  a  penitent,  (II 
is  represented)    and   if  she  oai^ 
such  an  aveisiim  to  Mr.  Lovelwi 
that  she  will  admit  Yiispi-ioada  in 
her  retirementu,   and   see  n 
company. 

I  understand,  from  Mrs.  Smitbi 
tliat  Mr.  Hickman  w 
some  time  ago,  from  Misa  Howejf 
and   I  am  told  by  another  fa 
(you  see,  air,  how  diligent  '  ' 
been  to  execute  the  com  .  . 
you  gave  roe)  that  he  bad  no  1 
exlraordiiian/  opinvm  of  tbis  Bel-    I 
ford,  at  first;  though   they  were 
seen  together  one  morning  by  the    | 
opposite  neighbour  at  breakfiat: 
and  another  time  this  Betford,  wu    , 
observed  to  wuirh  Mr.  Hickinu'* 
coming  from  her;    so  that,  as  it    1 
should    seem,    he    was    mightr 
zealous  to  ingraiiate  himself  wi^ 
Mr.  Hickman ;  no  doubt  to  engflgl 
lake  a  favuurable  repgrt,ll 
iliss  Ilovm  of  the  inlimacy  he  iraj 
admitted   into  by  her  unbap^ 
friend;  who,  (assheisferr/illjia — 
Ti^oiino  ^orm  in  allowing  his  rii___^^ 
for  he,  it  seemeth,  broughtto  hCTi 
3r   recommended,    at    ^aat,  tfas 
doctor  and  apothecary  that  attend 
her) ;  hut  I  think,  upon  the  whole, 
it  lookelh  not  well. 

sorry,  sir,  I  cannot  gi»8 


^ 


moie BBpeciaipiiiiadn,  with  whomlwesay? 


Mnh 

Renal 


■RT 


Henal  observeth. 
ae  thing  I  am  afraid  of;  which 
aftt  miss  may  be  under  necex- 
:  aud  that  thia  Belford  (who, 
fra,  SmiUi  owns,  hath  uffired 
a  en  ey,  which  she,     '    ' 

dvaiilage   ._ 

.'  aud  it  is  well  observed  by 
poet,  that 

id  this  Belford  (who  is  a  bul< 
and  hath,  aa  they  say,  thi 
of  one)  may  make  good  that 
!orace  {with  whose  writings 
are  so  well  acqaainted ;  -  - 
■  better); 


rgive  me,  sir,  for  what  I  am 
;  to  write !  But  if  you  could 
lii  upon  the  rest  of  your  fa- 
to  join  in  the  scheme  which 
and  her  mrluous  sisler  Miss 
ella,  and  the  archdeacon,  and 
M  talked  of,  (which  is  to  per- 
!  this  unhappy  yonng  lady  I 

ae  one  ofthe  foreign  colonies) 
htsaveaot  only  heiown^r  edit 
eptitatlim,  but  the  repulalion 
'edit  of  all  her  family,  and  a 
deal  of  vfxatinn  moreover. 
:  is  fiiy  humble  opinion,  that 
ill  hardly  (any  of  you)  enjoy 
elves  while  this  {imre  inn 
young  lady  is  in  the  way 
ifc  frequently  heard  of  by 
^KliiB  would  put  her  ovt  ot 
^mSa  of  ihix  Be/ ford  and  of  I 
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that  Lovelace.  and;it  might  perftd^ 
venture  prevent  as  mucn  <"^ 
scandal.  .     „     .|^9 

You  will  forgive  me,  Bir,  ft    .^^ 
my  plainness.    Ovid  pleaded 


And  I  have  no  view  but  t^'^Jl- 
approving  myself  a  ^™'"''^'rf»Wv 
wislier  to  all  your  worthy  t?  gc  oi 
[whereto  I  owe  a  great  nunJi'.^.,\s 
obligations)  and  very  partic* 


e'l.as]3  »*-*"' 


«''^;. 


■s'l 


Your  obliged  and  hun»' 
servant, 
Wedn.  Aug.  " 

P.  S-    I  shall  give   you  ^'lii^^o 
Jdnls  when  I  come  down  ('^   -^^    ^i 
will  be  in  a  few  days);  an <*  //» 
my  informanU  were;  butbj'vT^ 
yoii  will  see,  that  1  have     j^y 
very  asBiduons  (for  the  tirf» 
the  task  you  set  me  upon.  -« 

The  length  of  my  lettet  yoi>^^. 
eicuse:  for  I  need  not  tell  ^^ 
air,  what  narratine,  cotiiptesrr      ^ 
cnnversation  letters  (such  ^^   ^5, 
aa  mine)  require.    Every  o«*  ^  **3 
hia  talent.  Letter-wriliiif/  ia  '*^J:»J 
1  wUl  be  bold  to  aay;  an<i^^ 
my    correspondence    waB_  rr 
coveted   at   the  OniverBity^^ 

by  SopL^,  when  I  was   h^r*^- 
/>pA  myself.     But  this  1  «h  ^ 
not    have    taken    opon     »"    ^ 
mention,  but  only  m  ^^^\^ 
the  length  of  my  letter,  tor^^_^ 
body  writeth  skorier,  ','\K.  ,  t*r-* 
when  the  subject  require* 
nioH  far-ms  only  —  bU«.»"  . 
logizng  for  my  T^-'^^l^ 


I         mi. 
■  the 

ft  own 
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one,  which,  however,  I  catmot 
thiiik  it  to  be,  the  suhject  con- 
sidered; hut.  this  1  have  said 
before  in  other  words):  bo,  sir, 
if  yoo  will  escuae  my  fibslKcrift, 
1  am  sure  you  will  not  liiid  fault 
with  my  letter. 

One  word  more,  as  to  a  matter  of 
erudiliun,  which  yougreatlylove 
to  hear  me  start,  and  dwellupiin. 
Dr.  Lewen  once,  in  your  pre- 
sence, (as  yon,  my  good  patrnti, 
eanuot  but  remember)  in  a, 
siurtrliii  kind  of  debate  be- 
tween hint  and  me,  took  upon 
him  to  censure  thejiarmlhetical 
style,  as  I  call  it.  He  was  a  very 
learned  and  judicious  man,  to 
be  sure,  and  an  ornament  to  niir 
functitin:  but  yet  I  must  needs 
say,  that  it  is  a  style  which  1 
greatly  lilte ;  and  the  good  doc- 
tor was  then  past  his  yiuth,  and 
that  time  of  life,  of  consequence, 
when  a  fertile  {maifmatiim,  and 
i-ich  faniy,  pour  in  ideas  ao  fast 
Qpon  a  writer,  that  parentheses 
are  often  wanted  (and  that  for 
the  salie  of  hrecity,  as  well  as 
perspicuity)  to  save  the  reader 
the  trouble  of  reading  apassage 
more  than  iiace.  Every  man  to 
his  talent  (as  1  said  before).  We 
are  all  so  apt  to  set  up  our 
notiirol  WoKSes  for  general  stan- 
darilSf  that  I  wondered  Ijie  lest 
at  the  worthy  doclor'a  eliffhey« 
on  this  occasion.  He  smiled  at 
me,  you  may  remember,  sir  — 
and,  whether  I  was  right  or  not, 
sure  1  smiled  a!  lUm.  And 
y'»i,  my  worthy  patron,  (as  1  had 
the  satisfaction  to  observe) 
»f  mg  parig.    But 


was  it  not  strange,  that  the  u 
gentleman  and  /should so widelj 
differ,  when  the  end  with  Mh 
(that  is  to  say,  perxjfiiai' 
clearness)  was  the  aame'^  - 
what  shall  we  say?  — 

rrupe  ksI  Iiobipmb,  teri  ties  peili 


attending   yon  in  per. .  . ,    - 

that  I  am  (as  aboTe  &e.  See.  A 

KB,    < 


Wednojaiy  night,  Ang.  M. 

was  lucky  enough  that  nut 
two  servants  met  at  Hannah'a*, 
which  gave  themso  good  an  oppor- 
tunity of  exchanging  their  letten 
time  enough  for  each  to  return  tu 
his  master  early  in  the  day.  | 

Thou  dost  well  to  boast  of  thy 
capacity  for  managing  servant^ 


poets  in  their  characters  of  this 
claaa  of  people**,  when,  like  s 
madman,  thou  canst  beat  their 
teeth  out,  and  attempt  to  sboo' 
tbem  through  the  bead,  for  BOt 
bringing  to  thee  what  they  had  no 
power  to  obtain. 
You  well  observe***,  that  yoa 
Duld  have  made  a  thoroncb- 
paced  lawyer.  The  whole  ofUH 
converaalion-piece  between  yoii 
and  the  colonel  alfords  a  convmo- 
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what  moat  the  conacience  of  a' 
partial  whitener  of  hia  ornn  cause, 
orHackeuevof  ntJo/Acr'N,  tell  him, 
while  be  is  throning  dust  in  the 
ejes  of  his  judges,  sndall  thelJine 
luowH  his  own  guilt? 

The  colonel,  I  see,  is  far  from 
being  a  faultless  man;  but  while 
he  sought  not  to  carr;  hia  point  bji 
breach  of  faith,  lie  has  a,u  excuse 
which  thou  hast  uot  But  with 
respect  to  him,  and  to  us  all,  I  can 
DOW,  with  detestation  of  eome  of 
uiy  own  actions,   see,    that  the 


(perhaps  to  ruiu)  that  other,  is  the 
moat  ungenerous  wickedueea  that 
can  be  committed. 

Man  acting  thus  by  man,  we 
should  not  be  at  a  losa  to  give  such 
actions  auame:  butis  it  not  doubly 
and  trebly  aggravated,  when  such  i 
advantage  is  taken  of  an  uaex-l 
periencea  and  innocent  young 
ereature,  whomwe  pretend  to  love 
above  all  the  women  in  the  world ; 
and  when  we  seal  our  pretences 
by  the  most  solemn  vows  and  pro- 
teatations  of  inviolable  honour, 
that  we  can  inront  ? 

I  see  that  this  gentleman  is  the 
b«St  match  that  thou  ever  couldat 
have  bad,  upon  all  accounts:  his 
qpriritench  another  impetuous  one 
■B  thy  own:  soon  taking  fire ;  vin- 
dictive; and  only  differing  in  this, 
Cbitttbe  cause  he  engages  in  ia  a 
jnat  one.  Bnt,  commend  me  to 
noaest  brutal  Mowbray,  who,  be- 
fore he  kneuj  the  cause,  offers  his 
Bwonlmthy  behalf  against  a  man 
who  had  taken  the  injured  side. 


and  whom  he   had 
before. 

As  soon  as  I  had  run  through 
your  letters,  and  the  copy  of  that 
of  theineeodiay  Branrfs,  (by  the 
latter  of  which  Isaw  to  what  cause 
a  great  deal  of  this  last  implaca- 
bleness  of  the  Harlowe  family  is 
owing)  I  took  coach  to  Smith's, 
although  1  had  been  come  irom 
thence  but  about  imhour,  andhad 
taken  leave  of  the  lady  for  the 
night. 

I  sent  down  for  Mrs.  Lovicfc,  and 
desired  her,  in  the  firatplace,  to 
acquaint  the  lady  (who  was  busied 
in  ber  closet)  that  I  had  letters 
from  Berks;  in  which  1  was  in- 
formed that  the  interview  between 
Col.  Morden  and  Mr.  Lovelace  had 
ended  without  ill  consequences^ 
that  the  colonel  intended  to  write 
to  her  very  soon,  and  was  bterest- 
ing  himself  meanwhile  in  her  fa- 
vour, with  her  relations:  that  I 
hoped,  that  this  agreeable  news 
would  be  the  means  of  giving  her 
good  rest;  and  I  would  wait  upon 
her  in  the  morning,  by  the  time 
she  should  return  from  prayers, 
with  all  the  particulars. 

She  sent  me  word,  that  ahe 
sliould  be  glad  to  aee  me  in  the 
morning;  and  was  highly  obliged 
to  me  for  the  good  newslhad  sent 

Ithen,  in  the  back-shop,  read 
to  Mrs.  Lovick  and  to  Mrs.  Smith, 
the  copy  of  Brand's  letter,  and 
asked  them,  if  they  could  enesa 
at  the  man's  informant?  They 
were  not  at  a  loss ;  Mrs.  Smith 
havingaeenthesamefeUowBrand, 
who  had  talked  tilAi  ^Wi  »*^ 


f 


214  THE    HIS 

mentioned  in  a  fonaer^ ,  come  out . 
of  a  milliner's  sbop  over  againstj 
them;  which  mitlmer,  she  eaid, 
had  aiao  lately  been  very  inqniai- 
tive  ahout  the  lady. 

I  wanted  no  further  bint;  but 
biddinc  them  take  no  notice  to 
the  ladj  of  what  1  had  read,  I 
crossed  over  the  wa; ;  and  asking 
for  the  mistress  of  the  house,  she 

Eetiring  with  her,  at  her  invita- 
tion, intolier  parlour,  I  desired  to 
know,  if  she  were  acquainted  with 
a  jounKConntry  clersyman  of  the 
na,tne^  Brand,  ghehesitatiiigly, 
seeing  me  in  some  emotion,  owned, 
that  she  bad  some  small  know- 
ledge of  the  gentleman.  Justtben 
came  in  her  husband,  who  i 


ined  a  fuller  knowledge  of  him. 

Ihave thecopy of aletter,  said 
I,  from  this  Brand,  in  which  he 
has  taken  great  liberties  with  my 
character,  and  with  that  of  the 
most  unblameable  lady  in  T 
world ,  which  he  grounds  upon 
formationa  that  you,  madam,  have 
given  him.  And  then  I  read  to 
tbem  several  passages  in  bin 
ter;  and  asked,  what  foundation 
she  bad  for  giving  that  fellow 
such  impressions  of  either  of  ns? 

They  knew  not  what  te  answer: 
but  at  last  said ,  that  he  had  told 
tbem  how  wickedly  the  young 
lady  had  run  away  irora  her 
parents;  what  worthy  and  rich 
people  they  were ;  in  what  favour 
he  stood  with  them;  and  that  they 

•  8«s  p.  W. 


bad  employed  him  to  inquire  after 
her  behaviour,  visitors,  &c. 

They  said,  "that  indeed  thejr 
knew  very  little  of  the  young  lady  |. 
but  that  [curse  upon  their  cenr" 
riousnessl]  it  was  but  toonato: 
to  think,  that  where  a  lady  h  _ 
given  way  to  a  delusion,  and  taken 
so  wrong  a  step,  she  wonid  no 
stop  there:  that  the  most  eacrei 
places  and  things  were  but  toft 
o^n  madecloaks  forbadactions} 
that  Mr.Bratid  bad  been  informn 
(perhaps  by  some  enemy  of  mine) 
that  I  wasamanof  veryfileepr^ 
ciples,  and  an  i/ilimado,  as  be  e 
it,  of  the  man  who  had  mined  hei;! 
And  that  their  cousin  Barker,  i 
mantua-maker,  who  lodged  q] 
one  pair  of  stairs,  (and  1^0,  ■ 
their  desire,  came  down  and  oon 
firmed  what  they  said)  "had  oftci 
from  her  window,  seen  me  witL^ 
the  lady, in  her  chamber,  and  hoik 
talking  very  earnestly  togetbe* 
and  that  Mr.  Brand .  Ming  tmaibli 
to  account  for  her  admitting  n^ 
visits,  and  knowing  I  was  bat  k 
new  acquaintance  of  hers ,  and  u 
old  oneof  Mr.Lovelace,  tbon^ 
himself  obliged  to  lay  these  a  -"'^^ 
ters  before  her  friends." 

This  was  the  sum  and  substanes 
oftheirtale.    O  howlcursed^ 
of  this  plag 


ter,  not  more  by  iiMiVn 

adorn  the  peraons,  than  ^ _y 

by  scaniial  to  destroy  the  r^xifo- 
lions  of  those  they  have  a  mud  **'" 
exercise  their  talents  upon! 

The  two  women    took  great 
pains  to  psreuade  at^,  that  '^~ 
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ttemBelres  were  people  of  con-jbut  that  I  would  bave  him,  Mr. 
eci«nce.-  ^of  consefjuence,  I  told  Walton,  (for  that  iatbebusband's 
them, too iDuchaddicted,lleBre(l,|aame)  write  to  his  acquaintaoce 
to  censure  other  people  who  pre- 1  Brand,  as  aoon  as  possible ,  as  he 
tended  not  to  their  strictness ;  forihad  offered  —  &nd  solteft  them, 
that  I  had  ever  found  censorious-  As  to  what  thou  sayest  of  thy 
ness,  narrowness,  and  unchari-  charming  cousin,  let  me  know  if 
tableness, to  prevail  toomuchwitbkhou  hast  any  meaning  in  it:  I 
those  who  affected  to  be  thonghtihave  not  the  vanity  to  think  ray- 
more  pious  than  their  neighbours,  self  deserving  of  such  a  lady  a 


Thej;  answered,  that  that 
not  their  case ;  and  that  they  had 
since  inquired  into  the  lady's  cha- 
racter and  manner  of  life,  and 
were  very  much  concerned  to 
think  any  thing  they  had  said 
should  be  made  useof  against  her. 
And  as  they  heard  from  Mrs. 
Smith ,  that  she  was  not  likely  to 
live  long,  they  should  be  sorry  she 
should  go  out  of  the  world  a  suf- 
ferer by  iheir  means,  or  with  au  ill 
opinion  of  them,  though  strangerE 
to  her.  The  husband  offered  to 
write,  if  Ipleaaed,  to  Mr.  Brand, 
in  vindication  of  the  lady'  and  the 
two  women  said,  they  should  be 
glad  to  wait  upon  her  in  person, 
to  beg  her  pardon  for  any  thing 
she  had  reason  to  take  a  '  " 
them ;  because  they  were 
vinced  that  there  was  not  such 
another  young  lady  in  the  world. 

I  told  them,  that  theleastsaid 
of  the  affair  to  the  lady,  in  her 
preeent  circumstances,  was  best. 
That  she  was  an  heavenly  crea- 
ture, and  fond  of  taking  all  oc- 
casionB  to  find  excuses  for  her  re- 
lations on  their  impiacableneea  to 
her:  that  therefore  I  should  take 


Miss  Montague:  and  should  not, 
therefore,  care  to  eipoae  myself  to 
her  scorn,  and  to  thy  derision. 
But  were  I  assured  I  might  avoid 
both  these ,  I  would  soon  acquaint 
thee,  that  I  sbould  think  no  paina 
nor  assiduity  too  much,  to  obtain 
a  share  in  the  good  graces  of  such 

But  I  know  thee  too  well  to  de- 
pend upon  anything  thousayeet 
on  this  subject.    Thou  lovest  to 
make  thy  frieuds  the  object  of  ri- 
dicule to  ladies;   and  imaginest, 
iroro  the  vanity  (and  in  this  re- 
spect, I  will  say  littleness)  of  thine 
own  heart,  that  thou  shinest  the 
brighter  for  the  foil. 
Thus  didat  thou  onceplaj 
e   rough    Mowbray   with  1 
Hatton,  till  the  poor  fellow  knew 
how  to  go  either  backward  o 
forward. 

LETTER  liXXXV. 


Thurediii',  11  o'clock,  Aug.  31. 

just  come  from  the  lady, 

whom  I  left  cheerfiil  and  serene. 
She  thauked  me  for  my  com- 


play  off 
[h  Miss 


o  her  of  theunchari-lmunicationoftheprecediDgiught. 
table  and  weak  surmises  which  1 1  read  to  her  sucn  parts  of  your 
gave  birlb  to  so  vile  a  9candal;|lettersa£  I  cuuMccem  tnb«x\tt*i£k 


r 
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1  thought  it  was  a  good  tesl  to 
distinguish  the  iroth  and  nrhipt- 
Byllabub  in  them ,  from  the  cream, 
in  what  one  could  and  rrmld  nni 
readtoa  womanof  eofineamind; 
since  four  pnrts  out  of  six  of  thj 
letters,  which  I  thought  enter- 
taining sa  1  read  them  to  myself, 
appeared  to  me,  when  I  would 
have  read  them  to  her,  most  ab- 
ominable atuif,  and  gave  mea  very 
contemptible  idea  of  thy  talents, 
and  of  my  own  judgment. 

She  was  far  from  rejoicing,  ae 
I  had  done,  at  the  disappointment 
her  letter  gave  you  when 
plained. 

She  said,  nhe  meant  only  ai 
nocent  allegory,  which  might 
carry  instruction  and  warning  to 
you,  when  the  meaning  was  taken, 
a,e  well  as  answer  her  own  bopcf 
for  the  time.  It  was  run  off  in  « 
hurry.  She  was  afraid  it  was  not 
quite  right  in  her.  But  hoped  the 
end  would  excuse  [if  it  could  not 
justify)  the  means.  And  then  she 
again  expressed  a  good  deal  of 
apprehension,  lest  you  should  still 
t^e  it  into  your  head  to  molest 
her,  when  her  time,  she  said, was 
BO  short,  that  she  wanted  every 
moment  of  it;  repeating  what  she 
bad  said  once  before,  that  when 
she  wrote,  she  was  so  ill,  that  she 
believed  she  should  not  have  lived 
till  now.  If  she  had  thought  she 
should,  she  must  have  studied  for 
an  expedient  that  would  have 
better  answered  her  intentions. 
Hinting  at  a  removal  out  of  the 
knowledge  of  ua  both. 

But  she  was  much  pleased  that 
ftte  eonArence  between  yov  and 
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Colonel  Morden,  after  two  or 
three  such  violent  sallies ,  as  I  ac- 
quainted her  you  had  had  be- 
tween you,  ended  so  amicably; 
and  said  she  must  absolutely  de- 

Eend  upon  the  promiselhadgTven 
er,  to  use  my  utmost  endeavonn 
to  prevent  further  mischief  on  hw 
account. 

She  was  pleased  with  the  jntti(» 
you   did  nor  character    to   " 

She  was  glad  to  hear,  that  he 
had  so  kind  an  opinion  of  her; 
and  that  he  would  write  to  her, 

I  was  under  an  uunecessaiy 
concern ,  how  to  break  to  her  fhat 
I  had  the  copy  of  Brand's  vile  let- 
ter: rmnecesgary ,  1  say;  for  ait^ 
tflok  it  just  as  you  tfaon^ht  sht 
would,  as  an  excuse  she  wished  M 
have  for  the  ioiplacableness  of  hef 
friends:  and  beeged  I  would  let 
her  read  it  herself;  for,  said  she, 
the  contents  cannot  disturb  me, 
be  they  what  they  will. 

I  gave  it  to  her ,  and  she  read  it 
to  herself:  a  tear  now-and-liien 
being  read^  to  start,  and  a  ugh 
sometimes  interposiue. 

She  gave  me  back  the  letttt 
with  great  and  surprising  calm- 
ness, considering  the  subject 

There  was  a  time,  said  she,  and 
that  not  long  since,  wheu  suefa  a 
letter  as  this  woula  have  CTeatiy 
pained  me.  But  1  hope!  have 
now  got  above  all  these  thinn: 
and  1  can  refer  to  your  kind  offi- 
ces, and  to  those  of  Mjbs  Howe, 
thejustice  thatwillbedonetomy 
memoryamongmyfrienda.  Thffe 
is  a  good  and  a  had  light  in  which 
erery  thing  that  befab  us  may  bft 
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ta^en.  If  the  imraaii  mind  wiU'be  helped?  BcBidea,  air,  how  do 
busy  itself  to  make  the  worst  of;  you  Itnow ,  that  there  are  not 
erery  disagreeable  occnrrence,  it  aboutmyfrienda  as  well-meaning 
will  never  want  woe.  Thia  letter,  j  mi areprea enters  aa  Mr.  Brand 
affecting  as  the  subject  of  itia  to  resUy  seems  to  he?  But  be  this 
my  reputation,  gives  me  more  as  it  will,  there  is  no  doubt  that 
pleasure  than  pain ,  because  I  can  there  are  and  have  been  multi< 


gal 
fri( 


fatber  from  it,  that  bad  not 
lends  been  preposaessed  bi 

luformed,    or  rash   and  offi 

persons,  who  are  always  at  hand 
to  flatter  or  sootli  the  passions  of 
the  affluent,  they  eould  not  have 
been  so  immoveably  determined 
against  me.      But  now  they  are 
Bofficiently  cleared  from  every 
patation  of  unfor^vinmieas ;  : 
while  I  appeared  to  tSem  in 
chftracter  of  a  vile  hypocrite ,  [ 
tending   to  true   penitence,    yet 
EiTJug   up   myself   to    profligate 
eoniBes,  now  could  I  eipect  either 
their  pardon  or  blessing? 

But,  madam,  said  I,  you'lK,,^ 
by  the  data  of  this  letter,  Ati^tnitS, 
that  tiieir  severity,  preitioox  to 
that,  cannot  be  excused  by  it. 

It  imports  memuch, replied  she, 
onaccount  of  my  present  wishes, 
a«  to  the  office  you  are  so  kind  to 
undertake,  that  you  should  not 
think  harshly  of  my  friends.  I 
mast  own  to  you,  that  I  have  been 
■pt  sometimes  myself  to  thiuk 
them  not  only  severe,  but  cruel. 
Steering  minda  will  be  partial  to 
tliMr  own  cause  and  merits.  Know- 


tudns  of  persons,  aa  innocent  : 
myself,  who  have  suffered  upon 
sunniaea  as  little  probable  asthose 
on  which  Mr.  Brand  founds  his 
judgment  Your  intimacy,  sir, 
with  Mr.  Lovelace,  (and  may  I 
say?)  acharacter  which,  it  seema, 
you  have  been  legs  solicitous  for- 
merly to  justify,  than  perhaps  yon 
will  be  for  the  future,  and  your 
frequent  visits  to  me,  may  well  be 
thought  to  be  questionable  cir- 
cumstances in  my  conduct. 

1   eould   only   admire   her   in 
silence. 

But  you  see,  sir.  proceeded  she, 
bow  necessary  it  is  for  young 
people  of  our  sen  to  be  careful  of 
oui'  company.  And  how  much,  at 
the  same  time,  it  behoves  younK 
persons  of  yours .  to  be  chary  of 
their  own  reputation ,  were  it  only 
for  the  sake  of  each  of  ours  a» 
they  may  mean  honouiahlv  °-s\ 
and  who  otherwise  may  auffiei «" 
their  good  names  for  temg  seen 


a  their  company.  ,.„, 

,he,  he  is  to  be  pitied-,  «?*^^^^"^ 

_ ^„ — ,^.^^^^,„^„^.  auow-  enjoin  you     Mr.  I^''"2nta  n.eB.in8l 

ing  Hieir  own  hearts,  if  sincere,  lake  tip  any  reset**^'""^?  «AmeiAa 
?'^..."1''P^  f  murmur  when  him,  which  may  *^^,*CStW 
harahly  treated;  but  if  they  are  either  to  hia  pprsw**  '^'^a^^^' 
not  Wifi-(W  to  be  innocent,  hjpcr- 1  Let    hia    functiow       '^^-       Ht' 


sons  who  haveangbt  to  .i^eiJelmeaniug  pleadfci"  l^\*f'  «u. 
apon  their  conduct  according  to) have  concern  phi:>»*^.™^S 
t£;»own  judgments,  howcMitlfinda  eYepyXdv       -•^***'*'' 


r 
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Bure  1  now  labouTTludBr,  acquit-l  But,  alaal  all  will  be  ii 
ting  my  memory  of  pei^erae  guilt,  'Ute.  For  the  decree  is  certainly 
ana  joining  ia  a  general  pity!  gone  out — the  world  is  unworthy 
forme.  ofher. 

This,  Lovelace,  is  the  woman  I 
whose  life  thou  hast  curtailed  in 
the  blossom  of  it  I  —  How  many 
opportunities  must  thou  liave  liad 
of  admiring  her  inestimable  worth, 
yet  couldst  have  thy  senses  so 
much  absorbed  in  the  woman  in 
charming  pei 


TsBsdnj-,  AoB-  39. 
IsHOLLnnot,  my  dearest  cousin, 
have  been  a  fortnight  in  England, 
without  either  domg  myBeu  tha 
blind  to  the  ANoitL  that  shines  oat  honour  of  waiting  upon  you  ia 
in  snch  full  glory  in  her  mind  1  person,  or  of  writing  to  you,  if( 
Indeed,  I  have  ever  thought  my-  had  not  been  busying  myself  al- 


I 


self,  when  blest  with 
versation,  in  the  company  of  a 
real  angel:  and  I  am  sure  it  would 
be  impossible  forme,  weresheto 
be  as  beautiful,  and  aa  crimsoned 
r  with  health,  aa  I  have 


most  all  the  time  in  your  service; 
in  hopes  of  making  my  visit  o 
letter  still  more  acceptable  to  yoa. 
—  acceptable  as  1  have  reason  toi 
presume  either  will  be,  from  thft' 
unquestionable  love  I  ever  bor^! 


her,  to  have  the  least  thought  oflyou,  aud  from  the  esteem  you  al- 

1..  II  ._  ji  .  ,  II  w^a  honoured  me  with. 

Little  did  1  think,  that  so  many 
days  would  have  been  required  H^ 
effect  my  well-intended  purpose^-' 
where  there  used  to  be  a  lore  ~ 
ardent  on  one  side ,  and  wh4 
there  still  is,  as  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced,  the  moat  exalted  merit 
the  other ! 

[  was  yesterday  with  Mr.  Love-' 
lace  and  Lord  M.    I  need  not  tell 


sex,  when  I  heard  her  talk. 

On  my  re-visit  to  the  lady,  I 
found  her  almost  as  much  a  suf- 
ferer from  joy,  as  she  had  some- 
times been  from  grief:  for  she 
had  just  received  a  very  kind 
letter  from  her  cousin  Morden ; 
which  she  was  so  good  aa  to 
communicate  to  me.  As  she  had 
already  begun  to  anawcr  it,  I 
begged  leave  to  attendher  in  the 
evening,  that  I  might  not  inter- 


yau, 


hole  family  and  all  the  rel8r" 


s  of  tl 


noil 


desiTODf 


■eofti 


The   letter  is   a 

Here  Mr.  Belford  „ 
stance  of  it  upon  ids  memory;  t 
that  is  omitted;    as  the  letter 
gieen   at    length    [See   the   tii 


verv  tender''""""^''  "^  ""  alliance  with  yout- 

very  k        .^^^^^  ^^^  exceediugly  earnest  tha: 

i  ungrateful  man  is  to  make  yon  alL 

rives  the  suli-  the  reparation  in  his  power.  • 

I  think,  my  dear  cousin,  that 

you  cannot  now  do  better  than  tO' 

g've  him  the  honour  of  your  haudk 
Q    says    such  just  aud  greofc 
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things  of  your  virtue,  aod  sO;  You  will  be  plea.3ed  to  direct 
heartily condemoH himself,  thstl  formeatjouruncle Antony's. 
think  there  is  honourable  roomj  Permit  me,  mj  dearest couain, 
for  you  to  forgive  him:  and  the  till  1  can  procure  a  happy  recon- 
more  room,  as  it  seems  you  are  ciliation  between  you  and  your 
determined  against  a  legal  pro-  father,  and  brother,  and  ancles, 
secution.  :  to  supply  the  piace  to  you  of  all 

Your   effectual  forgiveness   of  those  near  relations,   as  well  as 
Mr.  Lovelace,  it  is  evident  to  me,  that  of 
will  accelerate  a  general  reoouci- 1     Your  affectionate  kinsman, 
liiltion:  for  at  present,  my  other  And  humble  servant, 

eousine  cannot  persuade  them-!  Wu.  Mobuem. 

selves  that  he  is  m  earnest  to  do! 

yon  justice;    or  that  you  would  lbttek  Lsxxvn. 

refose  him,    if  you  believed  he    (|j„ci  HbtIowb  to  Win  Mordm  Esq 

But.my  dear  couain,  there  maji  Thunasy,  Aqg.  si, 

poesiblyhesometbing  in  this  affair  I  host  heartily  congratulate 
to  which  I  may  be  a  stranger.  If, yon,  dear  sir,  on  your  return  to 
tliere  be,  and  you  will  acquaint:  your  native  country. 
ma  with  it,  all  that  a  natiirally'i  I  heard  with  much  pleasure 
warmheartcando  in  your  behalf,  that  you  were  come;  but  I  was 
shall  be  done.  both  afraid  and  ashamed ,  till  you 

1  hope  1  shall  be  able,  in  my  eucouraged  me  by  a  first  notice, 
next  visits  to  my  several  cousins,  to  address  myself  to  ^ou. 
to  set  all  right  with  them. :  Hon  consoling  is  it  to  my 
Haughty  spirits,  when  convinced  wounded  heart  to  find,  that  you 
thftt  they  have  carried  resent-  have  not  been  carried  away  by 
meats  too  high,  want  hut  a  that  tide  of  reseutoieut  and  dis- 
good  excuse  to  condescend:  and  pleasure  with  which  1  have  been 
parents  must  alKiiys  love  the  so  unhappily  overwhelmed  —  but 
chUdtbey  once  loved.  that,  wMe  my  still  nearer  rela- 

But  if  1  find  them  inflexible,  I'tions  have  not  thought  fit  to  ex- 
will  set  out,  and  attend  you  with-  amine  into  the  truth  of  vile  re- 
OUt  delay ;  for  I  long  to  see  you,  ports  raised  against  me ,  you  have 
after  BO  many  years' absence.  i  informed   yourself   of   my  inno- 

Meauwhile,  1  beg  the  favour  of  ceuce,  and  generously  creriited  the 
few  lines,  to  iufonn  me  if  you  information! 
have  reason  to  doubt  Mr,  Love-  I  have  not  the  least  reason  to 
lace*s  sincerity.  For  my  part,  I  doubt  Mr.  Lovelace's  sinceri^  in 
can  have  none,  if  I  am  to  judge  his  offers  of  marriage:  nor  that 
from  the  conversation  that  passed  all  his  relations  are  heartily  de- 
between  us  yesterday,  in  presence  eirous  of  ranking  me  among  them, 
pfLoidM.  ;I  have  had  noble  inAt.arat«%  tii 


r 
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their  esteem  for  me,  on  tlieir  ap- 
prehending that  my  father's  dis- 
pleasure nniBt  have  Bubjected  me 
to  difficulties;  and  this,  after  1 
had  absolutely  refused  tha'T  press- 
ing solicitationB  in  their  relation's 
faTOnr,  as  well  as  7iit  nten. 

Nor  think  me ,  my  dear  cousin, 
blameable  for  refusing  him.  I  hod 
eiven  Mr.  Lovelace  no  reason  to 
think  me  a  weak  creature.  If  I 
Imd,  aman  of  his  character  might 
have  thought  himself  warranted 
to  endeavour  to  take  ungeneroue 
advantage  of  the  weakness  he 
had  been  able  to  inspire.  The 
consciousness  ofmgoipii  weakness 
(in  that  case)  might  have  brought 
me  to  a  composition  with  lii.i 
wickedness, 

I  can  indeed  forrive  him.  But 
that  is,  because  1  think  his  crimes 
have  set  me  above  him.  Caul  be 
above  the  man,  sir,  to  whom  1 
shall  give  my  hand  and  my  vows ; 
and  with  them  a  sanction  to  the 
most  premeditated  baseness?  No, 
sirl  let  me  say,  thatTOOrcousin 
Clarissa,  were  she  likely  to  live 
many  years,  and  (Aat  (if  she  mar- 
ried not  this  man)  in  penury  or 
want,  despised  and  forsaken  by 
all  heririends,  puts  not  so  high  a 
value  upon  the  conveniencies  of 
life,  nor  upon  life  itself,  as  to  seek 
to  re-obtwn  the  one,  or  to  pre- 
serve the  other,  by  giving  ^leh  a 
sanction:  a  sanction,  which  furn-e 
ghe  In  perform  her  duty)  would  re- 
ward toe  violator. 

Nor  is  it  so  much  from  pride  as, 
from  principle,  that  I  say  tbis.^ 
What,  sir!  when  virtue,  when; 
oborti^,  i»  die  exmra  of  a  woman,  1 


and  putlcnUrly  of  a  wife,  shall 
your  cousin  stoop  to  marry  the 
man  who  could  not  form  an  at- 
tempt upon  /ifi-s,  but  upon  apre- 
somptioa,  that  ahe  was  capable  of 
receiving  his  offered  hand,  when 
he  had  found  himself  mistaken  in 
the  vile  opinion  he  had  conceivetl 
of  her?  Hitherto  he  has  not  bad 
reason  to  think  me  weak.  Nor 
will  I  give  him  an  instance  so 
flagrant,  that  weak  I  am,  in  a 
point  in  which  it  would  be  crimi- 
nal to  be  found  weak. 

One  day,  sir.  yon  will  perhaps 
know  all  my  story.  But,  when- 
ever it  ia  known ,  I  beg  thst  tbs 
author  of  my  calamitiea  may  not 
be  vindictively  sought  after.  He 
could  not  have  been  the  aullwt 
of  them ,  but  for  a  strange  COD- 
currence  of  unhappy  causes.  Ag 
the  law  will  not  be  able  to  reach 
him  when  I  am  gone,  the  ap- 
prehension of  any  other  sort  rf 
vengeance  terrifies  me :  since ,  n 
auchaease,  should  my  friends  b« 
safe,  what  honour  would  his  deatil 
bring  to  my  memory?  —  If 
of  tbem  should  come  to  misfoc 
tane,  how  would  my  fault  be  sg- 


God   long  preserve  yon,   n 
dearest  cousin ,  and  bless  you  bi 
in  proportion  to  the  consolatioii 
von  have  given  me,  in  lettingnN 
know  that  you  still  love  me;  and 
that  I  have  one  near  and  dear  re- 
lation who  can  pity  and  forgive 
me  (and  then  will  you  be  ffreallg 
blessed  — ) ;  is  the  prayer  of 
Yoor  ever  grateftil  and 
afiectionate 
aHakiow. 


Thuraflay 

I  CAKHOT  bat  own,  that  I  am  cut 
tothebeaj't  bf //tin  Miss  Uarlowe'a 
interpretation  of  hei  letter.  She 
ought  never  to  be  forgiven.  She, 
a  meek  person,  and  a  peuiteut, 
aud  innocent,  and  pious,  and  I 
kuoiT  not  what,  who  can  decei' 
with  a  foot  in  the  grave !  — 

'Tie  evident,  that  she  sat  down 
to  write  this  letter  with  a  design 
to  mialead  and  deceive.  And  if 
she  be  capable  of  that,  at  such  a 
oriBis,  ahe  haa  as  much  need  of 
keaveifs  forgiveness ,  as  1  have  of 
hers:  and,  with  all  her  cant  of 
charity  and  diariii/,  if  she  be  not 
Kiore  sure  of  it  than  1  am  of  her 
real  parihii,  and  if  she  talce  the 
thing  in  the  hght  she  ought  to 
take  it  in ,  she  will  have  a  few 
darker  moments  yet  to  come  than 
she  seems  to  expect. 

Lord  M.  himself,  who  is  not  one 
of  those  (to  speak  in  his  own 
phrase)  hjAo  can  penetrate  a  mlll- 
tliine,Bsea  the  deceit,  and  thinks  it 
unworthy  of  her;  though  mjcou- 
Bias  Hontaguc  vindicate  her.  And 
uo  wander :  this  cursed  partial  sex 

1[  hate  'em  all  —  hy  my  soul,  I 
late  'em  ali !]  will  never  allow  any 
thing  against  an  individual  of  it, 
wbme  ours  is  concerned.  3e- 
eatue,  if  they  censure  deceit  in 
another,  they  must  condemn  their 

She  is  to  send  me  a  letter  after 
riMt  is  in  heaven,  isshe?   Thede- 
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vil  take  such  allegories;  and  the 
devil  take  thee  for  calling  this  ab- 
surdity an  imiocent  artifice  I 

J  insist  upon  it,  thatif  awoman 
of  her  character,  at  such  a  critical 
time,  is  to  be  justified  in  such  a 
deception,  a  man  in  full  health 
and  vigour  of  body  and  mind,  as  I 
am ,  may  be  excused  for  all  his 
stratagems  and  attempts  against 
her.  And,  thank  my  stars,  I  can 
now  sit  me  down  with  a  quiet  con- 
science on  that  score.  By  my 
soul,  I  can,  Jack.  Nor  has  any 
body,  who  can  acquit /ler,  aright 
to  blame  me.  But  with  some,  in- 
deed, every  thing  she  does  must 
be  good,  every  thing  /  do  must  be 
bad  —  And  why?  because  she  haa 
always  token  care  to  coax  the 
>tupid  misjudging  world,  like  a 
ooman;  while  I  Save  constantly 
defied  and  despised  its  censures, 
like  a 


But  notwilhstanding  all,  yon 
ay  let  her  know  from  mc,  that  I 
will  nut  molest  her;  since  my  vi- 
ould  be  BO  shocking  to  uer; 
hope  she  will  take  this  into 
her  cousideratiou  as  a  piece  of  ge- 
nerosity, nhich  she  could  hardly 
pect  after  the  deception  she  has 

Eut  upon  me.  And  let  her  further 
now,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
my  power  that  will  contribute 
either  to  her  ease  or  honour,  I  will 
obey  her,  at  the  very  first  intima- 
tion, however  disgraceful  or  de- 
trimental to  myself.  All  this,  to 
make  her  unapprehensive,  and 
that  she  may  have  nothing  to  poll 
her  back. 

If  her  cursed  relations  could  be 
brought  as  cheerfully  Xa  ^^sSssca^ 


r 
I 

I 


222 


THE  niSTORT  OP 


,  ]'(i  a: 


■r  life  for  life 


10  many  ludi- 


for  her  recovery. 

But  who,  that  has  t 
crous  images  raiaed  ..__._ 
by  thy  awkward  penitence,  i 
forbear  laughing  at  thee?    Spi 
1  beseech  thee,  dearBelford,  for 
the  future  all  thine  own  aspira- 
tions,  if  thou  wouldest  not  dia- 
honour  those   of    an   angel  in- 

When  I  came  to  tbnt  passage, 
where  thou  aay'at,  that  thou  eon- 
siderest  her*  as  one  sent  from 
heaven  to  draw  thee  after  her  — 
for  the  heart  of  me,  I  could  not 
for  an  hour  put  thee  out  of  my 
head,  in  the  attitude  of  Dame 
Elizabeth  Carteret,  on  her  monu- 
ment in  Westminster  Abbey.  If 
thou  never  obaervcdat  it,  go 
thither  on  purpose ;  land  there  wilt 
thou  see  this  dame  in  effiey,  with 
uplifted  head  and  hand,  the  latter 
taken  hold  of  by  a  cupid,  every 
iach  of  stone,  oue  clumsy  foot 
lifted  up  also,  aiming,  aa  the 
sculptor  designed  it,  to  ascend; 
but  ao  eiecuted,  as  would  rather 
make  one  imagine  that  the  figure 
(without  shoe  or  stocking,  as  it  is, 
though  the  reat  of  the  body  is 
robed)  was  looking  up  to  its  com- 
cutter:  the  other  riveted  to  its 
native  earth,  bemired.  like  thee 
{iiiimerseil  thou  callest  it),  beyond 
the  poasihility  of  unstickmg  itself. 
Both  figures,  thou  wilt  find,  seem 
to  be  in  a  contention,  the  bigger, 
whether  it  should  pull  down  the 
leaser  about  its  ears  —  the  lesser 
la  chubby  fat  little  vaclet,  of  a 
fourth  part  of  the  other's  bigness, 
•  Baep.iSS. 


with  wings  not  much  larger  than 
those  of  a   butterfly)  whether  il 
should raiae  the  larger  to  al 
it, points  to,  hardly  big  ( 
to    contain    the    great    toes  i 

Thou  wilt  say,  perhapB,  t^l 
the  Dame's  figure  m  nlone,  m^ 
do  credit,  in  the  comparison,  t 
thine,  both  in  grain  and  diapi 
icooden  as  thou  art  all  over;  bn 
thatthe  lady,  who  ineverythti^ 
but  in  the  trick  she  has  played  an 
BO  lately,  is  truly  an  angel,  is  bo 
sorrily  represented  by  the  fat^ 
flanked  cupid.  This  I  allow  thea^ 
But  yet  there  is  enough  in  t"""" 
aspirations,  to  strike  my  mi 
with  a  resemblance  of  thee  a 
the  lady  to  the  figures  on  t 
wretched  monument;  for  thn 
oughtest  to  remember,  that,  pr6 
lared  as  she  may  be  to  mou^  tl 
:er  native  skies,  it  is  impoHsbll 
for  her  to  drawiafter  her  &  heoyj 
fellow  who  baa  so  much  to  repen 
tbou  hast. 

it  now,  to  be  serious  oaoi 
'.,  let  me  tell  you,  BelfiiH 
that  if  the  lady  be  really  ar  ^"^^^ 
you  write  she  is,  it  will  li 
you,  [nu  Roman  sly/e  her 
case  ao  very  affecting,  to  be  I 
little  less  pointed  and  sarcastia  ii 
your  reflections.  For,  upon  m] 
soul,  the  matter  besins  tb  grstl 
■ —  most  confoundedly. 


identally  given  me  by  our  tw 
fellows  meeting  at  Slough,  sa 
've  to  go  to  our  friend  Dolt 
aatUibridge;  whosewifean 
aiater,  as  well  as  he,  hare  boCh 
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quently  pressed  me  to  give  them '  and  we  will  buy  each  a  ring,  to 
my  company  for  a  weeK  or  two.  j  wear  iu  memory  of  the  honest  fel- 
There  ahali  1  be  within  two  hours'  low,  with  our  own  money,  that  wc 
ride,  if  any  thing  shovUd  happen  may  perform  liig  will  aa  well  as  out 
to  induce  her  to  see  rae:  for  it  will  omn. 

well    become    her    piety ,    and      My  fellow  rideB  the  rest  of  the 
STOwed  charity,  should  the  worst  night,    lehargeyou.  Jack,  if  you 
happen,  [the  Lord  of  heaven  and  would  BB^ve  his  life,  thatvou  send 
earth,  however,  avert  that  worstl]  him  not  back  empty-handed. 
to  give  me  that  pardon  irom  her 
Ups,  which  she  has  not  denied  me 
hj  pen  anil  ink;  And  as  she  wishes 


my  reformation,    she  knows  not      ^^  Bolfnrfl  toKobcriLoTelaee  Esq. 

wn&t  good  effects  auch  an  inter-  ' 

view  may  have  upon  me.  Thnrsday  night,  Aqb.  si. 

I  abali  accordingly  be  at  Dote-  Wheh  I  concluded  my  last ,  I 
man's  to-tnorrow  inoruing,  by  hoped,  that  my  next  attendftnce 
eleveaat  fuitheat.  My  fellow  will  |  upon  this  siirpming  lady  would 
find  me  there,  iit  his  return  fromlfurniahraewitbsomeparticularaaa 
yoa  (with  a  letter,  1  hope).  1  shall  agreeable  as  uow  could  be  hoped 
have  Joel  with  me  likewise,  that  Ijforfromthedechningwaysheisin, 
maysend  the  oftener,  as  mattera  byreasonof'thewelcomeletter  she 
falf  out.  Were  I  to  be  tlUl  lumifr,  had  received  from  her  cousin  Moi'- 
or  in  town,  it  would  be  impossible '  den.  But  it  proved  quite  other- 
to  withhold  myself  from  seeing,  wise  to  me,  though  uot  bo  herself ; 
faer.  I  for   I    think  1  never   was   more 

But,  if  the  worst  happen  I  —  as,i8hocked  in  my  life  than  on  the 
by  your  continual  knelling,  Ijoccasion  1  shall  mention  pre- 
knon  not  what  to  think  of  it!  — |aently. 

|¥et,  once  more,  heaven  avert;  When  1  attended  her  about 
diat  worst!  —  How  natural  is  it  to!aevenin  the  evening,  she  told  me 
pray  when  one  cannot  help  one's  that  she  found  herself  in  n  very 


self!] 

many  dreadful  words,  what  the 
event  is  —  only  that  you  advise 
me  to  lake  a  trip  to  Paris  —  and 
that  will  stab  me  to  the  heart. 

I  BO  well  approve  of  your  gene- 
rosity to  poor  Beltou's  sister,  that 
I  have  made  Mowbray  give  up ' ' 


town,  Tonrville  shall  do  the  like; 


petulant  way,  after  I  had  left  her. 
Strange,  said  she,  that  the  plea- 
sure 1  received  from  my  cousin's 
letter  should  have  auch  an  efiect 
upon  me?  But  I  could  not  help 
giving  way  to  a  eoiii/iaratitv 
humoiu",  as  I  may  call  it,  and  to 
think  it  very  bard,  that  my  nearer 
relations  did  not  take  the  methods 
which  m;^  cousin  Morden  kindly 
took,  by  inquiring  into  my  merit 
or  demerit,  and  giving  icc^  itangAn. 
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fairaudit,  before  Ihey  proceeded  meats  of  our  ancestors,  withvhiM 
to  condemnation.  dust  we  even  Itnpe  oor  dust  ibiU. 

Sbehad  bajdijaaidltltis,  wben  be  one  iia.y  mingled,  u  tobCi 
she  started,  and  a  bluah  over-  movedstBucb  asi^btastbif? 
spread  ber  sweet  face,  ou  hearing.  We  all  remaining  silent,  ft 
aal  alao  did,  nBort  of  lumbering  women  having  their  aprooa  ti 
noise  upon  the  stairs,  as  if  a  large  their  ejes,  Wbj  this  concern  flit 
trunk  were  bringins  np  between '  nothing  at  all  ?  said  she :  if  I U 
two  people:  and  looking  upon  me  to  be  blamed  for  any  tbing,  iti 
with  an  eye  of  concern.  Blunder-  for  shewing  too  much  solialndH 
ers!  said  she,  they  have  broughtiaa  it  may  be  thought,  for  tl 
'n  euiaeOiing  two  boura  before  tbe'eartbly  part.    1  love  to  do  era] 

"         ■      ■  -         .        ■  ...  -  ,.  ..       .     -r  ^^     ^ 


-  Don't  bo  surprised, 
it  is  all  to  save  you  trouble. 

Before  I  could  apeak,  in  came 
Mrs.  Smith:  O  madam,  said  she, 
what  have  yon  done?  —  Mrs. 
Lovick,  entering,  made  the  same 
esclamation.  Cord  have  mercy 
upon  me,  madam!  criedl,  what 
have  you  done?  —  For,  she  step- 
ping at  the  instant  to  the  dow,the 
women  told  mo  it  was  a  coffin,  — 
O  Lovelace  I  that  thou  hadst  bean 
there  at  the  moment!  — ■  Thou, 
the  causer  of  all  these  shocking 
scenes!  Sorely  thou  couldst  not 
have  been  less  affected  than  I, 
who  have  no  guilt,  as  tolter,  to  an- 

Witb  an  intrepidity  of  a  piece 
with  the  preparation,  having  di- 
— .-J  .1. —  ,j  g^^y  .....,_ 


tbingfurmyself  that  I  cando.  i 
ever  did.  Every  other  naUOM 
point  is  so  far  done,  and  takM 
care  of,  that  I  have  bad  leimrt  bl 
things  of  lesser  momeut 
Dutenesses  may  be  obsei 
where  greater  articles  ar«  i 
neglected  for  them.  1  might  bat 
bad  this  to  order,  perhaps,  wheBJ 
less  fit  to  order  it.  I  have  no  n 
ther,  no  sister,  no  Mrs,  Norton,  OK 
Miss  Howe,  near  me.  Sodm  ol 
you  must  have  seen  Ikh  in  a  I 
days,  if  not  now;  perhaps  hi 
bad  the  friendly  trouble  ttfdinet-' 
ing  it.  And  what  is  the  di&' 
ferenceofafewdayatojoi,  lAv 
I  am  gratified ,  rather  than  dii 
composed  by  it?  1  shall  oot^ 
the  sooner  for  such  a  preparation; 
Should  not  every  body  that  hr" 
anything  to  bequeath  maketbt 


rected  them 

bed-ehamber,  she  returned 

they  were  not  to  have  bronght  it  j  will?  AnS  who,  that  makeaa' 
in  till  after  dark,  said  she  —  Pray,  1  should  be  afraid  of  a  coiEny 
excuse  me,  Mr.  Belford :  and  don't ',  My  dear  fiends  ( to  the  wonraa),  I 
you,  Mrs.  Lovick,  be  concerned:>bave  considered  these  things;  ds 
noryou,  Mrs.SmiUi— why  shouldjnot,  with  such  an  obieot  beioM 
you?  There  is  nothing  more  inlyou  as  you  have  had  in  mc  foe 
it,  than  the  unusualnosB  of  theiweeks,  give  me  reason  to  th"  '^ 
thing.  Why  may  wo  uot  be  aa  you  have  not. 
rcasonablv  ehockeci  at  going  to  Howreasonable waaallthia! 
the  church  where  are  the  monu-]ltBbewed,iudefld,  that  ehehersel 
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,B  well  conBidered  it.  Butyetwe 

Walil  not  help  beiDg  ahoirked  &t 
iie  thougbU  of  the  coffin  thus 
woughtin;  the  lovely  person  be- 
'ore  our  eyes,  who  is  iu  all  likcli- 
lood  so  soon  to  fill  it. 

We  were  ail  silent  stilt,  the 
votnen  in  grief,  I  in  a  manner 
.tunned.  She  wonld  not  ask  tne, 
iSe  said-,  but  would  be  glad,  since 
t  had  thus  earlier  than  ebe  had 
utended  been  brought  in,  that  her 
.OTo  good  friende  would  walk  in 
ind  look  upon  it.  They  would  be 
ess  shocked  when  it  was  made 
nore  familiar  lo  their  eye:  don't 
lou  leadback,  said  she,  a  starting 
iteed  to  the  object  he  is  apt  to 
itart  at,  in  order  to  familiarize  him 
M  it,  and  cure  his  starting?  The 
itune  reason  will  hold  iu  this  case. 
^ome,  mj  good  friends,  I  will  lead 

1  took  my  leave;  telling  her  she 
aad  donewrong,  very  wrong;  and 
liught  not,  by  any  means,  to  have 
men  an  object  before  her. 

The  women  followed  her  in,  — 

~b  ■  Htrange  sei!  nothing  is  too 
■^king  for  them  to  look  upon, 
e  acted,  that  has  but  novelty 
___!  curiosity  in  it. 

Down  I  hastened;  got  a  chair; 
and  was  carried  home,  extremely 
shocked  and  discomposed :  yet 
vreighing  the  Judy's  arguments, 
I  know  not  why  I  was  so  aft'ected 
—  eicept,  as  she  said,  at  the 
uaneualneat  of  the  thing. 

While  I  waited  for  a  chair,  Mrs. 
Smith  came  down,  and  told  me, 
that   there  were  devices  and  in- 
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proper  subject  t 


display  fancy  npouV  —  But  these 
great  minds  cannot  avoid  doing 
extraordinary  things ! 


Priflsy  morn.  Sopl.  1. 

It  is  surprising  that  I,  a  miin, 
should  be  so  much  affected  as  1 
was,  at  such  an  object  as  was  the 
subject  of  my  former  letter;  who 
aUo,  iu  iny  late  uncle's  case,  and 
poor  Belton's,  had  the  like  before 
me,  and  the  directing  of  it:  when 
she,  a  truriidii,  of  so  weak  a:id 
tender  a  frame,  who  vras  to  fill  it. 
(so  soon  perhaps,  to  fill  it!)  conia 
give  orders  about  it,  and  draw  oat 
the  devices  upon  it,  and  explain 
them  with  so  httle  concern,  as  the 
women  tell  me  she  did  to  them, 
last  uight,  after  I  was  gone. 

T  reallv  was  ill,  and  restless  all 
night.  Thou  wert  the  subject  of 
my  execration,  as  she  of  my  ad- 
miration, all  the  time  I  was  quite 
awake ;  and  when  I  dozed,  1  dreamt 
of  nothing  but  of  fij-ing  hour- 
glasses, deaths' -heads,  spades, 
mattocks,  and  eternity;  thehintoi 
her  devices  i^as  given  me  by  Mrs. 
Smith)  running  m  my  head. 

However,  notbeiugable  to  keep 
away  from  Smith's  1  went  thither 
about  seven.  The  lady  was  just 
gone  out:  she  had  slept  better,  I 
found,  than  I,  though  her  solemn 
repository  was  under  her  window, 
not  far  from  her  bed-side. 

I  was  prevailed  upon  by  Mrs. 
Smith  aud  her  nurse  Shelboorne 
(Mrs.  Lovick  being  abroad  with 
her)  to  go  u^  and  VwA.  aS.  "^ 
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devices.  Mrs.  Lovick  has  Bince 
shenu  me  a  copy  of  the  draught 
b;  which  all  was  ordered.  And 
I  will  give  thee  a  sketch  of  the 
ayrabols. 

The  principal  device,  neatlv 
etched,  on  a  plate  of  white  metal, 
IB  a  crowned  serpent,  with  its  tail 
in  its  mouth,  forming  a  ring,  the 
emblem  of  eternity:  and  in  the 
circlemadebyitiBthiainBcriptioa; 

CLARISSA  HAELOWE. 

April  1. 

[Then  the  year.] 


Over  the  um,  near  the  bottom: 
Tnm  Again  imLo  thy  rest.  O  ni;  aonlF 


Over  this  test  is  the  head  of  a 
white  lily,  suaptahort  off,  and  just 
falling  Irom  the  stalk;  and  this 
InBcription  over  that,  between  the 
principal  plate  and  the  lily : 


She  exeused  herself  to  the  wo- 
,  oa  the  ecore  of  het  joutb, 


and  being  used  to  clraw  for  her 
nee  die- works ,  for  having  shewu 
more  fancy  than  would  perhaps  be 
thought  suitable  on  so  solemn  an 


The  date,  AprillO,  staeaccoant- 
ed  for,  as  not  being  abl«  to  tell 
what  her  chjsing-day  would  be; 
and  as  that  was  the  fatal  day  of 
her  leaving  her  father's  honse. 

She  diseharged  the  undertaker's 
bill,  after  I  went  away,  with  aa 
much  cheerfulness  aa  she  could 
ever  have  paid  for  the  clothes  she 
lold  to  purchase  thia  hei  palert! 
for  such  abe  called  it;  reflectiiig 
upon  herself  for  the  expeosiveMSt 
of  it,  saying,  that  they  migbt 
observe  in  Iter,  that  pride  left  not 
poor  mortals  to  tbelast ;  butindeed 
she  did  not  know  but  her  tattta 
would  permit  it,  wArn  fiirn{xM,io 
be  carried  down  to  be  deposited 
with  her  ancestors;  and,  in  tiiSt 
case,  she  ought  not  to  discredit 
those  ancestors  in  her  appeanmc€ 
amnng  them. 

It  is  covered  with  fine  bla^ 
cloth,  and  lined  with  white  Mb' 
soon,  she  said,  to  be  tarnished 
Tiler  earth  than  any  it  could  W 
covered  by. 

The  burial  drexs  was  brought 
home  with  it.  The  women  ba4 
curiosity  enough,   I   suppose,  to 

e  her  open  that,  if  she  did  opes 

—  And,  perhaps,  thou  woaldeat 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  pre- 
sent, to  have  admired  it  too?  — 

Mrs,  Lovick  said  she  took  tfa> 
liberty  to  blame  her;  and  wisbeA 
the  removal  of  such  an  object  — 
fromhcr  teMamief,  atleastia;  ' 
was  so   aSacted  with  the  doI 
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anBwer  ^he  made  upon  it,  that  she 
entered  it  down  tlie  moment  sLe 
left  her. 

"To  perHona  inheiiitb,"  said  alie, 
"this  sight  may  bcsfihocking:  aud 
the  preparation,  and  my  uacon- 
cernednesa  in  it,  may  appear 
affected ;  but  to  me,  who  have  had 
80  gradual  a  weaning  time  from 
the  world,  and  bo  umch  reason  not 
to  love  it,  I  must  say,  I  dwell  on, 
I  indulge  ^and,  strictly  speaking, 
1  enjo^  the  thoughts  of  death. 
For,  believe  me,"  (looking  steud- 
fastiyat  the  awful  receptacle) 'be- 
lieve what  at  this  instant  1  feel  to 
be  most  true,  that  there  is  sneh  a 
vast  superiority  of  weight  and 
importouce  inthetboughtof  death , 
and.  its  hoped-for  happy  eonse- 
qaenCGS,  that  it  in  a  manner  anni- 
hilates all  other  considerations 
and  coucema.  Believe  me,  my 
good  inends,  it  does  what  nothing 
elae  can  do:  it  teaches  me,  by 
Btrengthenbg  in  me  the  force  of 
the  divinest  example,  to  forgive 
the  injuries  I  have  received ;  and 
shuts  out  the  remembrance  of  past 
evils  from  my  soul." 

And  now  let  me  ask  thee,  Loi 
lace,  dost  thou  Ibink,  that,  when 
tbe  time  shall  come  that  thou 
sbalt  be  obliged  to  launch  into  the 
boundless  ocean  of  eteruity,  thou 
wilt  be  able  (any  more  than  poor 
Belton)  to  act  thy  part  with  such 
troo  heroism,  as  this  sweet  and 
tender  blossom  of  a  woman  baa 
tuaaifested,  and  continues  to  ma- 


lot  be!  ^  And  why 
jOt  it  be?  —  The  reason  is 
lent:  she  has  uo  wilful  errorsl 
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to  look  back  npou  with  self-re- 
proach—and  her  mind  iastreneth- 
ened  by  the  consolations  which 
flow  from  that  reliijiniin  rectitude 
which  has  been  the  guide  of  all 
her  actions;  and  which  has  taught 
her  rather  to  choose  to  be  a  sufferer 
than  an  aggressor! 

This  was  the  support  of  the 
divine  Socrates,  as  thou  bast  read. 
When  led  to  execution,  his  vrife, 
lamenting  that  he  should  suffer, 
being  innocent.  Thou  fool,  said 
he,  would'st  thou  wish  me  to  be 
guilty? 

LETTEK  XCI. 


FridBy,  Sopt.  1. 

Mow  astonishing,  in  the  midst 
of  such  aSecling  scenes,  is  thy 
mirth  on  what  thou  callest  tny  own 
aapiriitwnt  I  Never,  surely,  was 
there  aucb  another  man  in  this 
world,  thy  talents  and  thy  levity 
takeji together!  —  Surely,  what! 
shall  send  thee  with  this  willaffect 


then  thy  reflections  be! 

1  am  glad,  however,  that  tbou 
enableat  me  to  assure  the  lady, 
thatthou  wilt  no  more  molcet  her; 
that  is  to  say,  in  other  wOrds,  that 
after  having  ruined  ber  fortnaes, 
and  all  her  worldly  prospects,  thou 
wilt  be  so  gracious  as  to  let  her 
lie  down  and  die  in  peace. 

Thy  giving  up  to  poor  Belton's 
sister  the  little  legacy,  and  thy 
undertaking  to  make  Mowbray 
and  TourviUc  follow  Ihy  eiample, 
id,  I  must  say,  to  Ihy  honaui,  al^ 
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piece  with  thy  generosity  to  thy 
Rosebud  and  her  Johnny ;  and  to 
a  number  of  other  good  actions, 
in  pecuniary  matters:  although 
thy  Rosebud's  is,  I  believe,  the 
only  instance,  where  a  pretty' 
woman  was  concerned,  of  such  a 
disinterested  bounty. 

Upon  my  faith,  Lovelace,  I  love 
topraisethee;  and  often  and  often, 
as  thou  knowest,  have  I  studied  for 
occasions  to  do  it :  insomuch,  that 
when  for  the  life  of  me  I  could  not 
think  of  any  thing  done  by  thee 
that  deserved  praise,  I  have  taken 
pains  to  applaud  the  not  ungrace- 
ful manner  in  which  thou  hast 
performed  actions  that  merited 
the  gallows. 

Now  thou  art  so  near,  I  will 
dispatch  my  servant  to  thee  if 
occasion  recjuires.  But,  I  fear,  I 
shall  soon  give  thee  the  news  thou 
apprehendest.  For  I  am  just  now 
sent  for  by  Mrs.  Smith;  who  has 
ordered  the  messenger  to  tell  me, 
that  she  knew  not  if  the  lady  will 
be  alive  when  I  come. 

Friday,  Sept.  1.  Two  o'clock  at  Smith's. 

I  COULD  not  close  my  letter  in 
such  an  uncertainty  as  must  have 
added  to  your  impatience.  For 
you  have,  on  several  occasions, 
convinced  me ,  that  the  suspense 
you  love  to  give,  would  be  the 
greatest  torment  to  you  that  you 
could  receive.  A  common  case  with 
all  aggressive  and  violent  spirits, 
I  believe.  I  will  just  mention  then 
(your  servant  waiting  here  till  I 
nave  written)  that  the  lady  has 
had  two  very  severe  fits:  in  the 
last  of  which  whilst  she  lay,  they 


sent  to  the  doctor  and  Mr.  God- 
dard ,  who  both  advised  that  a 
messenger  should  be  dispatched 
for  me,  as  her  executor;  bebg 
doubtful  whether,  if  she  had  a 
third,  it  would  not  carry  her  off. 

She  was  tolerably  recovered  by 
the  time  I  came;  and  the  doctor 
made  her  promise  before  me,  that, 
while  she  was  so  weak,  she  would 
not  attempt  any  more  to  go 
abroad;  for,  by  Mrs.  Lovick's 
description  who  attended  her,  the 
shortness  of  her  breath,  her  ex- 
treme weakness ,  and  the  fervour 
of  her  devotions  when  at  church, 
were  contraries,  which,  pulling 
different  ways,  (the  soul  aspiring, 
the  body  sinking)  tore  her  tender 
frame  in  pieces. 

So  much  for  the  present.  I  shall 
detain  Will  no  longer  than  just  to 
beg ,  that  you  will  send  me  back 
this  packet,  and  the  last.  Your 
memory  is  so  good,  that  once 
reading  is  all  you  ever  give,  or 
need  to  give,  to  any  thing.  And 
who  but  ourselves  can  make  oirf 
our  characters,  were  you  inclined 
to  let  any  body  see  what  passes 
between  us?  Ifl  cannot  be  obliged, 
I  shall  be  tempted  to  with-nold 
what  I  write  till  1  have  time  to  take 
a  copy  of  it.  * 

A  letter  from  Miss  Howe  is  just 
now  brought  by  a  particular  mes- 
senger, who  says  he  must  carry 
back  a  few  lines  in  return.  But 
as  the  lady  is  just  retired  to  lie 

*  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe «  tliat 
Mr.  Belford's  solicitude  to  get  back  his 
letters  was  owing  to  his  desire  of  ftU* 
filling  the  lady's  wishes,  that  he  would 
furnish  Miss  Howe  with  materials  to 
vindicate  her  memory. 
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is  to  call  again  by- 


LETTEK    X 


UxIlriflge,Sepl.l. 


I 

Vl  sekh  jou  the  papers  with  thia. 

Ton  mitet  account  to  me  honeatjj 
jind  fairly  when  I  see  you ,  for  the 
eamestnesB  with  which  you  write 
fov  them.  And  then  also  will  we 
talk  about  the  contents  of  your 
last  dispatch,  and  about  some  of 
yout  severe  and  unfriendly  reflec- 

Meantime,  whatever  thou  dost, 
don't  let  the  wonderful  creature 
leave  na!  set  before  her  the  siu  of 
her  preparation,  as  if  she  thought 
she  could  depart  when  she  pleased. 
She'll  persuade  herself,  at  this 
rate,  that  she  has  nothiug  to  do, 
when  all  is  ready,  hut  to  lie  down, 
and  go  to  sleep;  and  such  a  lively 
fancy  as  hers  will  make  a  reality 
of  ajeat  at  ar-  '•"•'• 

A  jexl,  I  c( 
between  her 
to  die  for— forhas  uot  her  triumph 
over  me,  from  first  to  last,  been 
infinitely  greater  than  her  suffer- 
ings from  me  ? 

Would  the  sacred  t^gardl  have 
for  her  purity,  even  for  her  pi'r- 
sonat  as  well  as  mtelle':tiial  purity, 
permit,  I  could  prove  this  iis  clear 
SB  the  sun.  Tell  therefore  the  dear 
creature,  that  she  must  not  he 
wicked  in  her  piety.  There  la  a 
lull  much,  as  well  as  a  too  Ulile, 
even  in  righteousness.  Perhaps 
abe  does  not  think  of  that.  —  O 
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that  shewould  have  pcrmittedmy 
attendance,  as  obUgingly  as  ahe 
does  of  thine!  —  The  (lear  Boul 
used  to  love  humour.  I  remember 
the  time  that  she  knew  how  to 
smile  at  a  piece  of  a-propos 
humour.   Ana,  let  me  tell  thee,  a 


respondent  cheeifiilness  in  a  heart 

Tell  the  doctor  I  will  make  over 
all  my  possessions,  and  all  my 
reversions,  to  him,  if  he  will  but 
[irolong  her  life  for  one  twelve- 
month to  come.  But  for  onetwelve- 
month,  Jack!  —  He  will  lose  aH 
Ilia  reputation  with  me,  and  Ishall 
treat  liim  as  Bellon  did  his  doctor, 
if  he  cannot  do  this  for  me,  on  so 
young  a  subject  But  mneleen, 
Belfordl  —  Nineleeri  cannot  bo 
soon  die  of  grief,  if  the  doctor 
deserve  that  title;  and  so  bloom- 
ing and  so  fine  a  constitution  as 
she  had  but  three  or  four  months 
ago. 

But  what  need  the  doctor  to  ask 
her  leave  to  write  to  her  friends? 
Could  he  not  have  done  it,  witliout 
letting  her  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter?  That  was  one  of  the  like- 
liest  means  that  could  be  thought 
of,  to  brine  some  of  them  about 
her,  since  slie  is  so  desirous  to  see 
them.  At  least,  it  would  have 
induced  them  to  send  up  her 
f ftvo  uriteNorton.Butthese  p  laguy 
solemn  fellows  are  great  traders 
in  parade.  They'ir  cram  down 
your  throat  their  poisonous  drags 
by  wholesale,  without  asking  you 
aquestion;  andhave  the  assurance 
to  own  it  to  be  prescnbiTig;  '^^ 
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when  thej  are  to  do  good,  tiiev 
are  to  require  joor  consent. 

How  me  dear  creature's  char- 
acter rises  in  erery  line  of  tfaj 
letters!  but  it  is  owing  to  the  on- 
common  occasions  she  has  met 
with  that  she  blazes  ont  npon  as 
with  soch  a  meridian  lostrer  How, 
but  for  those  occasions,  could  her 
noble  sentiments,  her  prudent 
consideration,  her  forgiving  spirit, 
her  exalted  benevolence,  and  her 
equanimity  in  view  of  the  most 
shocking  prospects,  'which  set  her 
in  a  light  so  superior  to  ail  her  sex, 
and  even  to  the  philosophers  of 
antiquity)  have  been  manifested? 

I  EDOW  thou  wilt  think  I  am 
going  to  claim  some  merit  to 
mysdf,  for  having  given  her  such 
opportunities  of  signalizing  her 
virtues.  But  I  am  not;  for,  if  I  did, 
I  must  share  that  merit  with  her 
implacable  relations,  who  would 
justly  be  entitled  to  two-ildrds  of 
it,  at  least :  and  my  soul  disdains 
a  partnership  in  any  thing  with 
such  a  family. 

But  this  I  mention  as  an  answer 
to  thy  reproaches  that  I  could  be 
so  little  edified  by  the  perfections, 
to  which  thou  supposest,  I  was  for 
so  long  together  daily  and  hourly 
a  personal  witoess  — when  admir- 
able as  she  was  in  all  she  said,  and 
in  all  she  did,  occasion  had  not  at 
that  time  ripened,  and  called  forth 
those  amazmg  perfections  which 
now  astonish  ana  confound  me. 

Hence  it  is ,  that  I  admire  her 
more  than  ever;  and  that  my  love 
for  her  is  less  personal^  as  I  may 
gay,  more  intellectual,  than  ever  I 
thought  it  could  be  to  woman. 


Hence  als^  :t  is,  thak  I  am  eon- 
fident  would  it  please  the  Fates 
to  spare  her,  and  make  her  mine) 
I  could  love  her  with  a  purity  thtt 
would  draw  on  auf  omm  Fcnras,  ts 
well  as  ensure  Ker  TaaomAL  hap- 
piness.— And  henee,  bjneeessaiy 
consequence,  shall  1  be  the  most 
miserable  of  all  men,  if  1  am  de- 
prived of  her. 

Thou  severely  reflectest  iqMm 
me  for  my  levity;  the  Abbey  in- 
stance in  thine  eye,  I  suppose. 
And  I  will  be  ingenuous  enongh 
to  own,  that  as  thou  seestnotmy 
heart ,  there  may  be  passages,  in 
every  one  of  my  letters,  which  (the 
;  melancholy  occasion  considered) 
I  deserve  thy  most  pointed  rebukes. 
i  But,  faith.  Jack,  thou  art  such  a 
tragi -comical  mortal,  with  thy 
leaden  aspirations  at  one  time, 
and  thy  flying  hour-glasses  and 
i  dreaming  terrors  at  another,  that, 
as  Prior  says.  What  serious  iSj  thu 
turri'st  to  farce;  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  keep  within  the  bounds 
of  decorum  or  gravity,  when  one 
reads  what  thou  writest. 

But  to  restrain  myself,  (for  mj 
constitutional  gaiety  was  ready  to 
run  away  with  me  again)  I  will 
repeat,  I  must  ever  repeat,  that 
I  am  most  egregiously  affected 
with  the  circumstances  of  the 
case:  and,  were  this  paragon 
actually  to  quit  the  world!,  should 
never  enjoy  myself  one  hour  to- 
gether, though  I  were  to  live  to 
the  age  of  Methusalem. 

Indeed  it  is  to  this  deep  concern, 
that  my  lemty  is  owing:  for  1 
struggle  and  struggle,  and  tij  to 
buffet  down  my  cruel  reflections 
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hej  rise;  and  when  I  cannot, I 
a  itii'ced,  oslhave  often  Bald,! 
to  try  to  make  myself  laugh,  that' 
I  may  not  cry:  for  one  or  other  I 
must  do:  audiaituot  philoKO^h}' 
carried  to  the  higheaC  pitch,  for  v, 
maji  to  conquer  such  tumults  of 
Boul  as  I  am  sometimes  agitated 
by,  and,  in  thevery  height  of  the 
Blorm,  to  be  able  to  quaver  out  an 
horse-laugh? 

You  rSenecafl,yourEpicletuBes. 
and  the  reat  of  your  stoical  tribe, 
with  all  their  apathy-nonaense, 
could  not  come  up  to  this.  They 
could  fbrbear  wry  faces;  bodily 
pains  they  could  well  enough  seeai 
to  support;  and  that  was  all:  hut 
the  pangs  of  their  own  sinitten' 
down  souls  they  could  not  lauff) 
over,  though  they  could  at  Iht 
follies  of  others.  They  read  grave 
lectures;  but  they  icere  grave. 
This  high  point  of  philoaophy,  to 
laugh  and  be  merry  in  the  midst 
of  the  most  aoul- harrowing 
when  the  heart-strings  "  " 
tnting  asunder,  was  res 
rliorelace. 

There  is  something  owing  to 
Itotitution,  lown;  and  that  thif 
.W  tte  laughing  time  of  my  life. 
For  what  a  woe  must  that  be, 
which  for  au  hour  together  can 
mortify  a  man  of  six  or  aeven-and- 
twenty.  in  high  blood  and  spirita, 
""fr'R  natnraily  gay  diaposition, 
^  can  sing,  dauce,  and  scribble, 
ptakeand  give  delight  in  them 
-  But  then  my  grief, 
1  sharper  pointed  than  most 
men's;  and,  like  what  Dolly 
dby  once  told  me,  describing 
jhpaiturientthroea,  if  there 


not  lucid  intervals,  if  tbev  did  not 
come  and  go,  there  would  be  no 
bearing  them. 

Aftsu  all,  as  I  am  so  little 
distant  from  the  dear  creature, 
aa  she  is  so  very  ill,  1  think  I 
lOt  excuse  myseuftvm  making 
"lie  visit.  Nevertheless,  if  I 
thoughther  bo  near — [whatworda 
shall  1  use,  that  my  soul  ia  not 
ihocked  at!]  and  that  she  would 


premeditated  guilt,  as  was  enougi 
to  reconcile  hor  to  life,  and  to  set 
her  above  the  sense  of  injuries  so 
nobly  fiustainedj  that)  she  should 
then  depart  with  an  incurable 
fracture  in  her  heart;  and  that 
that  should  be  the  last  time  I 
should  ever  see  her!  —  How,  how, 
canlbear  tbisreflectiout 

0  Jack!  how  my  conscience, 
that  gives  edge  even  to  thy  blunt 
reflections,  tearame!  —  Even  this 
moment  would  1  give  the  world  to 
push  the  cruel  reproacher  from 
me  by  one  ray  of  my  uaual  gaiety  1 
—  Sick  of  myself!  —  Sick  of  the 
remembrance  of  my  Tile  plots; 
and  of  my  Uf/Iit,  my  momentary 
ecstacy,  [villainous burglar.felon, 
thief,  that  1  was!!  which  bas 
brought  upon  me  such duinhle  and 
such  Jieavg  remorse!  what  would 
1  give  that  I  had  not  been  guilty 
of  such  barbarous  and  uugratefnl 
perfidy  to  the  moat  eicollent  of 
God's  creatures! 

1  would  end,  methiQka,nU.h.cK« 


aprightlier  line!  — But  it  wilinot; 
be.  —  Let  me  tell  thee  then,  and 
rejoice  al  it  if  thou  wilt,  that  I 

InexpreBsibiy  miBerable! 

LETTER  XCm. 


Sat  motnlag,  Stpl, 
I  HAVE  some  little  pleasure  given 
me  by  thine,  just  now  brought  me. 
I  aee  now  tbat  thou  bast  a  little 
humanity  left.  Would  to  heaven 
for  the  dear  lady's  sake,  as  well  aa 
for  thy  own ,  that  thou  hadst 
romaged  it  up  from  alt  the  dark 
' —  —    B  of  thy  HOol  a 


little 


erl 


The  lady  ia  alive,  and  serene, 
and  calm,  and  baa  all  her  noble 
intellects  clear  and  strong:  but 
nineteen  will  not  however  save  her. 
She  says,  she  will  ni^w  content  her- 
self with  her  closet  duties,  and  the 
visits  of  the  parish  minister; 
will  not  attempt  to  go  out.  Nor, 
indeed,  will  she,  I  am  afraid,  ever 
walk  up  or  down  a  pair  of  Etairs 


I  a 


JOrry  at  my  soul  to  have 
ly :  but  it  would  be  a  folly 


this  to  say 
to  flatter  thee. 

Aa  to  thy  seeing  her,  I  believe 
the  least  hint  of  that  sort,  now, 
would  cut  off  some  houra  of  her 
life. 

What  baa  contributed 
serenity,  it  seems,  ia  that  taking 
the  alarm  her  fits  gave  her,  she 
has  entirely  finisbed,  and  signed 
and  sealed,  her  last  will:  which 
she  had  deferred  doing  till  tbis; 
time,  in  hopes,  as  she  said,  of  some  i 


good  news  from  Harlowe  Place, 
nhich  would  have  induced  her  [o 
alter  some  passages  in  it. 

KIJEsHowe's  letter  wasnot  given 
her  till  foor  in  the  aftemoon, 
yesterday;  at  which  time  the 
messenger  returned  fbrananswer. 
She  admitted  faim  into  her  pre- 
sence in  the  dining- room,  ill  asshe 
then  was,  and  she  would  have 
written  a  few  lines,  aadeairedby 
Miss  Howe;  but  not  being  able  to 
hold  a  pen,  ahe  bid  themeBaenget 
tell  her,  that  she  hoped  to  be  w«ll 
enough  to  write  a  long  letter  bj 
ueit  day's  post;  and  wonla 
□o<v  detain  him. 


CALLED  just  now,  and  foiml, 
the  lady  writing  to  Miss  Hoha 
She  made  me  a  melancholy  con- 
>liment,  that  she  shewed  me  not 
liss  Howe's  letter,  because  I 
hould  soon  have  that  and  all  bet 
papers  before  me.  But  she  toU 
me,  that  Miss  Ho  we  bad  very  oo*' 
siderately  obviated  to  Coloid 
Morden  several  things  which 
might  have  occasioned  misappl*- 
benstons  between  him  and  m»\ 
and  had  likewise  put  aligbter con- 
struction, for  the  aake  ofpeace,ei 
some  of  your  actions,  taaa  tb«r 
deserved. 

She  added,  that  her  counn 
Morden  was  warmly  engaged  in 
her  favour  with  her  friends;  and 
one  good  piece  of  neirs  Hio 
Howes  letter  contained;  that  bet 


1  moke  my  executoi' 
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r  in  Bome  particulars ' 
that  bad  given  her  a  little  pain. 

She  owned  siie  had  been  obliged 
to  leave  otf  (in  the  letter  she  was 
trriting)  through  weaknesB. 

Will  aaya  ho  shall  reach  yon  to- 
night. I  shall  send  in  the  morn- 
iiis;  and  if  I  find  her  not  worse, 
will  ride  to  Edgetrare ,  and  return 
'a  the  afternoon. 


Tpoedaj.  Ahe-  »!■ 

,re  at  length  returned  to 
1  home.  1  had  intended 
D  wait  on  you  in  London :  but  my 
motherisTeryill  — alaa!  my  dear, 
she  is  ver^  ill  indeed  —  and  you 
are  likewise  very  ill  —  I  see  llial 
by  youia  of  the  'i5th  —  what  shall 
1  do ,  if  1  lose  two  such  near ,  and 
dear,and  tender  friends?  Shewos, 
taken  ill  yesterday  at  out  last! 
Stage  in  our  return  home  —  and 
■bl  A  violent  surfeit  and  fever, 
^Bd  the  doctors  are  doubtful  about 

^T  1 
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Let  the  beai'Cr  bring  me  a  line. 
If  I  lose  you,  my  more  than  sister, 
aiid  loseiDymother,lBhalldi9tnut 
my  own  conduct,  and  will  not 
marry.  And  why  should  1?  — 
Creeping,  cringing  in  courtship  I 


1  Iheii 


[f  she  should  die,  how  will  ali 

Fertnesses  to  her  fly  in  my 
—  Why,  why,  did  I  ever  vex 
her?  She  says  1  have  been  all 
duty  and  obedience  !—Shekind]y  1 1 
forgets    all   my  faults,    and   re-| 

Hljtembers  every  thing  1  have  been  i 

^Kllappy  as  to  oblige  her  in.   And  i 

^Hjb  cuts  me  to  the  heart. 

^S^see,  Isee,  my  dear,  you  are 
Tffly  bad  —  and  I  cannot  bear  it.  | 
Do ,  ray  beloved  Miss  Harlowe ,  if 
you  can  be  better,  do,  for  riii/  sake, ; 
be  bettei;  andseudmewordofit. 


all  that  is  desirable  iu  figure,  in 
birth,  and  in  fortune;  but  in  bis 
heart  a  devil!  —  See  in  Hickman 
—  indeed,  my  dear,  Icannottell 
what  any  body  can  see  in  Hick- 
man, to  he  always  jjreaching  in 
his  favour.  And  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pected that  I,  who  could  hardly 
bear  controlfrom  a  mother.shonld 
take  it  from  a  husbandV^From 
one  too,  who  has  neither  more 
wit,  nor  more  understanding,  than 
myself?  Yet  he  to  be  my  instruc- 
tor!—  Sohewili,  Isoppose;  but 
more  by  the  insolence  of  his  will, 
than  by  the  merit  of  his  covmsel. 
It  is  in  vain  to  think  of  it.  I  can- 
sot  beawife  to  any  man  breathing 
whom  I  at  present  know.  This! 
the  rather  mention  now,  because, 
on  my  mother's  danger,  1  know 
you  will  be  for  pressing  me  the 
sooner  to  throw  myseli  into  an- 
other sort  of  protection,  shouldl 
be  deprived  of  her.  But  no  more 
of  this  subject,  or  indeed  of  any 
other;  for  lam  obliged  to  attend 
my  mamma,  who  cannot  bear  me 
out  of  her  sight, 

WedDesd>7,  Aug.  30. 
Mr  motlier,  heaven  be  praisedl 
baa  had  a  fine  night ,  and  is  much 
better.     Her  fever  has  yielded  ■"- 
medicine  1   and  now  L  (lAuo. 
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onc«  more  ivilli  freedom  and  ease 
to  yoa,  in  faopCB  Ibai'i'ru  also  are 
better.     If  thia  be  granted  to  my 

froj^era,  I  shall  again  be  happy. 
write  with  still  the  more  alacrity, 
aa  I  have  an  opportunity  pivenme 
to  tODch  upon  a  subject  in  which 
yoa  are  nearly  concerned. 

You  must  know  then,  my  dear, 
that  your  cousin  Morden  has  been 
here  with  me.  He  told  me  of  an 
interview  he  had  on  Monday  at  < 
Lord  M.'s  with  Lovelace;  and 
asked  me  abundance  of  qnestiooB 
about  you ,  and  about  that 
viilainoua  man. 

I  could  have  raised  a  fine  flame 
between  them  if  I  would:  but, 
observing  that  he  is  a  man  of  very 
livelv  passiona,  and  believing  you 
would  be  miserable  if  any  thiug 
should  happen  to  him  from  a 
quarrel  with  a  man  who  is  known 
to  have  so  many  advantages  athis 
aword,  I  made  not  the  worst  of  the 
subjects  we  talked  of.  Bi 
could  not  tell  untruths 
favour,  you  must  think  I  said 
enough  to  make  him  curse  the 
wretcli. 

I  don't  find,  well  as  they  used  to 
respect  Colonel  Morden,  that  he 
has  influence  enough  upon  them 
to  bring  them  to  any  terms  of  re- 
conciliation. 

What  can  they  mean  by  it?  — 
But  your  brother  ia  come  home,  it 
seems;  so,  the  honour  of  the  house, 
the  reputation  of  the  family,  is  all 
the  cry  1 

The  colonel  ia  exceedingly  out 
of  humour  with  them  all.    Yet  has 
he  not  hitherto,   it  seems,  i 
jfoar  bmtal  hrolhei.    I  told 


how  ill  yon  were,  i 
cated  to  him  eome  of  the  content! 
of  your  letter.  He  admired  yau, 
cursed  Xdcefarc.  and  raved  against 

all  your  family,  —  He  declared, 
that  they  were  all  unworthy  <» 
yon. 

At  his  earnest  request,  1  per- 
mitted him  to  take  some  brirf 
notes  of  such  of  the  contents  ofi 
your  letter  to  rae,  as  I  thought  I 
cimlil  read  to  him;  and,  particu- 
larly, of  your  melancholy 
elusion.* 

Me  says,  that  none  of  yoni 
friends  think  yon  so  ill  as  yoa  AM| 
nor  will  believe  it.  He  is  mii 
they  all  love  you,  and  that  dea^ 

If  they  do ,  their  present  Iwrd- 
ness  of  heart  will  be  the  sntijectof 
everlasting  remorse  to  tbtBit 
should  you  he  taken  from  ns  — 
but  now  it  seems  [barbanV 
wretches  !i  you  are  to  siiffer  —''"' 
a»!„chofg,.ur/!fe. 

He  asked  me  questions  about 
Mr.  Relfordr  ana  when  he  W 
heard  what  I  had  to  say  of  lint 
gentleman,  and  his  disinteresKa 
services  to  yon ,  he  raved  at  moB 
'"   '  surmises   thrown   out 

against  you  by  that  offieiiW 
pedant.  Brand:  who,  but  for  W 

gowa,Ifind  would  com"  """ '" 

enoiieh  between  your 

Ue  was  so  uneasy  about  yM 
himself,  that  on  Thursday,  tli« 
iiitii,  he  sent  up  au  houest  seriau) 
man,**  one  Alston,  agentleniui 
farmer,  to  inquire  of  yourcondi- 

■Se8i,.ll[ 
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.  jonr  visitors,  and  the  like; 
who  b'rouglit  him  word,  that  you 
wasveryill,  and  was  pat  to  great 
streiehtB  to  Bupport  yourself:  but 
3H  this  waa  told  Mm  hy  the  gen- 
tlewoman of  the  house  where  you 
lodge,  who  it  Beema  mingled  with 
it  some  tart,  though  deserved,  re- 
lleclJouB  upon  your  relations' 
cruelty,  it  waa  not  creditnd  by 
t^em:  and  I  myaclf  hope  it  cannot 
be  true;  for  sorely  you  could  not 
be  so  Miijfisl,  I  will  aay,  to  my 
friendship,  aa  to  suffer  any  iucon- 
venienciea  for  want  of  money.  1 
tbiulc  I  could  not  forgive  you,  if  it 

The  colonel  (as  one  of  your 
tmateea)  is  resolved  to  see  you  put 
into  possession  of  your  estate 
and,  iu  the  meantime,  he  ha 
actually  engaged  them  to  reinit  ti 
him  for  ^ou  l£e  prodnce  of  it  ac 
crued  amce  your  grandfather' 
death,  (a  very  oouslaerable  sum 
and  proposes  himself  to  attend 
you  with  it.  But,  by  a  hint  he 
droptjl  find  you  haddisappointed 
some  people's  littleuEss,  by  not 
writing  to  them  for  money  and 
""  )plieB;  since  they  were  deter- 
led  to  diatreaayou,  and  to  put 

^  at  defiance. 
■>X>ike  aJI  the  rest!  —  1  hope  J 
|hy  say  that  without  offence. 

lour   cousin   imagines,    that, 

^Tre  a  reconciliation  takes  pi  ace, 
r  will  ineiat,  that  you  shall 
:esiich  a  will,  as  to  that  estate, 
a  they  ahall  approve  of;  but  he 
declares,  he  will  not  go  out  of 
England  till  he  has  seen  justice 
done  you  by  eaery  l/ody;  and  that 


yon  shall  not  be  imposed  on  either 
by  friend  or  foe  — 

IJy  relation  or  foe,  should  he  not 
have  said  ?  —  For  a  friend  will  not 
impoae  upon  a  friend. 

So,  my  dear,  you  are  trf  Any  ji'cr 
peace,  if  some  people  are  to  have 
their  wills! 

Your  cousin  [not  /,  my  dear, 
though  it  was  always  myopinion"] 
aays,  that  the  whole  family  ia  Ion 
rir/i,  to  he  either  himhU,  ron- 
«iilerale,  or  cin/nitaf.  And  as  for 
himaelf ,  he  has  an  ample  fortune, 
he  snys,  and  thinks  of  leaving  it 
wholly  to  j-ou. 

Had  this  Tiliain  Lovelace  con- 
sulted his  worldly  interest  atily, 
what  a  fortune  would  he  have  had 
in  yon,  even  although  your  marry- 
ing him  had  lieprived  you  of  a 
paternal  share ! 

I  am  obliged  to  leave  off  here. 
But  having  a  good  deal  still  to 
write,  ana  my  mother  better,  I 
will  pursue  the  subject  in  another 
letter,  although  I  send  both  to- 

f  ether.  1  need  not  say  how  much 
am,  and  will  ever  be, 

Your  affectionate,  &c. 

Ansa  Howb. 


The  colonel  thought  fit  once,  in 
praise  of  Lofelace'a^enern^fy,  to 
aRy,that(a»  ammofhnnotiTotiffht) 
he  took  to  himself  all  the  blame, 
and  acquitted  yon  of  the  con- 
sequencea  of  the  precipitate  atep 
you  had  taken;  since,  nesaid,  as 
yon  loved  him,   and  was  in  his 
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power,  he  tnnsl  have  had  advan- 
taseE,  which  he  would  nut  have 
hod,  if  jou  had  continued  at  your 
father's,  or  at  any  friend'8. 

Miglily  geiierimii,  I  said,  (were  it 
ae  he  m^'posed)  in  such  inaolent 
reflectors,  the  best  of  them;  who 
pretend  to  dear  reputatioaa  which 
never  had  been  sullied  but  by 
falling  into  their  dirty  acquaint- 
aac«l  But  in  this  easel  averred, 
that  there  wae  no  need  of  any 
thing  but  the  strictest  truth,  to 
demonstrate  Lovelace  to  be  the 
blackest  of  villains,  you  the 
brightest  of  innoceuts. 

Thishe  catehedat:  and  swore, 


i  niSTOH^  OP 


come  out,  ua  indeed  one  of  the 
letters  you  had  written  to  your 
friends,  and  which  bad  been  shewn 


him,  very  strongly  implied;  that 
is  to  flay,  my  dear,  it  any  thing 
worse  than  perjury,  broach  of 
faith,  and  abuse  of  a  generous 
confidence,   were   to  appearl  — 

Iaorry  fellowsl]  he  would  avenge 
lis  cousin  to  the  utmost. 

I  urged  your  apprehensiona  on 
thia  head  from  your  last  letter  to 
me:  but  he  seemed  capable  of 
taking  what  I  kuow  to  be  real 
greatness  of  Goul,  in  an  unworthy 
sense:  for  he  meutioned  directly 
upon  it,  the  eipectatiou  your 
friends  had,  that  you  should  (pre- 
vious to  any  reconciliation  with 
them)  appear  in  a  court  of  justice 
against  the  villain  —  If  you  could 
do  it  with  the  advantage  to  your- 
self that  I  hiuted  might  be  done. 

And  truly.ifl  would  havebeard 
him,  he  had  indelicacy  euougli  to 


have  gone  into  the  nature  of  the 
proof  of  the  crime  upon  which  thsj 
wanted  to  have  Lovelace  a^ 
raigned.    Yet  thia  is  a  man  im- 

B roved  by  travel  and  learning!  — 
'ponmy  word,  my  dear,  I,  wbM 
have  been  accustomed  t«  the  moM 
delicate  conversation  ever  nncefl 
had  the  honour  to  know  yon,  (JM 
apiae  this  sei  from  the  gentlemllF 
down  to  the  peasant. 

Upon  the  whole ,  I  find  that  Ht, 
Morden  has  avery  slender  notim 
of  women's  virtue,  iu  particalO' 
cases:  for  which  reason  I  pot  bin 
down,  though  yourfavourite,  at 
one  who  is  not  entitled  tn  cant  (1* 
fivKtsUme. 

I  never  knew  a  man  who  de- 
served to  be  well  thougbt  of  hin- 
self  for  his  morals,  who  biid  I 
alight  opinion  of  the  virtue  rf 
our  ses  in  general.  For  if,  ftolft 
the  difference  of  leniperamait  Iiii 
eiJucaiiitn,  modesty,  chastity,  md 
piety  too,  are  not  to  be  fotmdJI 
our  aex  preferable  to  the  other,  I 
should  tnink  it  a  sign  of  AintN 
worse  nature  in  ours. 

Ue  even  hinted  (as  from  yW 
relations  indeed)  that  itiaimfiot- 
aible  but  there  must  be  somenlll' 
where  there  is  much  love. 

These  aort  of  reflectioni  lit 
enough  to  make  a  woman,  lAo 
has  at  heart  her  own  honoor  ioij 
the  honour  of  her  sex,    to  lo 
about  her,  and  consider  what  t 
is  doing  when  she  enters  into  i 
intimacy    with    tbeee  wretobe 
since  it  is  plain,   that  whenev. 
she  throws  herself  into  thejion 
of  a  man ,  and  leaves  for  hun  h8 
utsor  guardiaus,  evetjl 
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.,._  believe  it  tolbe  owing  more  tc 
tier  good  lucl::  tban  to  her  discre 
tioa ,  if  there  be  not  an  end  of  ber 
virtue:  and  let  the  man  bt 
BQcb  a.  villain  to  her,  sbe 
take  into  ]ier  own  bosom  a  share 
of  his  guilty  baseness. 

I  am  writing  to  general 
You,  my  dear,  are  out  of  the 
question.  Your  stoiy,  aa  I  have 
heretofore  said ,  will  afford  a 
warning  as  well  as  an  example :  * 
for  who  is  it  that  will  not  infer, 
that  if  a  person  of  your  fortune, 
character,  and  merit,  could  not 
escape  ruin,  after  she  had  put 
herself  into  the  power  of  ier 
liyana,  what  can  a  thoughtless, 
fond,  giddy  creature  especti' 

Every  man,  they  will  say,  is 
not  a  LovKLicK  —  true:  but, 
then,  neither  is  every  woman  a 
Claki38a.  And  allow  for  the  one 
and  for  the  other,  the  example 
mast  be  of  general  use. 

I  prepared  Mr.  Morden  to  ex- 
pect your  appointment  of  Mr. 
lielford  for  an  office  that  we  both 
hope  be  will  have  no  occasion  to 
act  in  (nor  any  body  else)  for 
many,  very  many  years  to  come. 
He  was  at  firat  startled  at  it:  but, 
npon  bearing  such  of  your  rea- 
sons as  hadsatisfiedtne,  he  only 
said,  that  such  an  appointment, 
■'  "0  take  place,  would 


to 


ceedtiigly  affect  his  other 

He  told  me,  he  had  a  copy  of 
Lovelace's  letter  to  you,  impforing 


ycrnr  pardon,  and  offering  t( 
"■^  any  penance  to  procureit;* 


and    also     of    your   ( 

I  find  he  is  willing  to  hope ,  that 
a  marriage  hetweeu  you  may  still 
take  place;  which,  Iiesays,  will 
heal  up  all  bteacbes. 

I  would  have  written  much 
more  —  on  the  following  parti- 
culars especially;  to  wit,  of  the 
wretched  man's  hunting  you  out 
of  your  lodgings:  of  your  rela- 
tions' strange  mplacalilenexn  (I  am 
in  haste,  and  cannot  think  of  a 
word  you  would  like  better ,  jiixt 
noiBJi  of  your  last  letter  to  Love- 
lace to  divert  him  from  pursuing 


Norton;  of  Mr.  Wyerley's  re- 
newed address:  of  your  lessons 
to  me  in  Hickman's  behalf,  so 
approvable,  were  the  man  mure 
so  than  he  is:  but  indeed  I  am 
offended  with  him  at  this  instant, 
and  have  been  for  these  two  days : 
^  of  your  sister's  transportation 
project:  —  and  of  twenty  and 
twenty  other  things:  —  but  am 
obliged  to  leave  off  to  attend  my 
cousins  Spilsworth,  and  my 
io  Herbert,  who  are  come  to 
____UB  on  account  of  my  mother's 
illness  —  I  will  therefore  dispatch 
these  by  Rogers;  and  if  my 
mother  get  well  soon  [as  I  hope 
■-  e  will)  I  am  resolved  to  see  you 
town,  and  tell  you  every  tlung 
that  is  now  upon  my  mind;  and 
particularly,  mingling  my  soul 
^th  yours,  how  much  lam,  and 
ill  ever  be,  my  dearest  dear 
friend,  Your  aJfectioaate, 
Anna  Howe, 
■  »M  JUetlar  El.  dE  UubN  q\. 
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Let  Rogers  bring  one  ime,  I 
pray  joa.  1  thougfat  to  have 
sent  him  this  afteruoon ;  but  be 
cannot  Bet  out  till  to-morrow 
morning  eurly. 

1  cannot  eipress  bow  mncb  jour 
stag;gering  lines,  and  your  — 
cluiii6ii,aSectme! 

LETTER  xcvi. 


I  vroKCEs  not  at  the  impatience 
your  servant  tells  me  you  express 
to  bcur  from  me.  I  was  designiuf 
to  write  you  a  loDg  tetter,  am 
was  just  returned  from  Smith' 
for  tbat  purpose;  bat  since  yoi 
are  BO  urgent,  you  must  be  con 
tented  with  a  short  one. 

J  attended  the  lady  thie  morn 
iug,  just  before  I  set  out  for 
Kdgeware.  She  was  bo  ill  over 
night,  that  she  was  obliged  t( 
leave  unfinished  her  letter  to  Mis 
Howe,  But  early  this  mominf 
she  made  an  end  of  it,  and  bai 
just  sealed  it  up  as  I  came.  Shi 
was  so  fatigued  with  writing,  tbat 
she  told  me  she  would  lie  down 
after  I  waa  gone,  and  endeavour 
to  recruit  her  apirits. 

They  bad  sent  for  Mr.  Goddard, 
when  she  was  so  ill  last  night; 
and  Hot  being  able  to  see  nim 
out  of  her  own  chamber,  he,  for 
the  first  time,  saw  her  house  as 
she  calls  it.  He  was  extremely 
shocked  and  concerned  at  it;  and 
chid  Mrs.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Lovick 
for  not  persuading  her  to  have 
such  an  object  removed  from  ' 
bed-chombei':  and  when  they 


cused    themselves    on    the  lillU 
itharity  it  was  reasonable  to  suu- 
poae  they  must  have  with  a  lady 
so   much  their  superior,   here- 
fleeted  warmly  ou  those  whohad 
re  authority,  and  who  lefther 
proceed   with   such   a  shock- 
;  and  solemn  whimsy ,    as  be 
lied  it. 

It  is  placed  near  the  windo*. 
like  a  harpsichord,  thoiieh  covered 
to  the  ground:  and  wbenshe 
ill ,  tbat  she  cannot  well  go 
to  her  closet,  she  writes  and  reads 
upon  it,  SB  othera  would  uponi 
desk  or  table.     But  (only  aa  ahe 
ill  last  night)  she  cfaooau 
tee  any  body  in  that  apart 

I  went  to  Edgewttre;  aud,  re- 
turning in  the  evening,  attended 
her  again.  She  bad  a  letter 
brought  her  from  Mrs.  Norton  (a 
long  one,  as  itseemsby  ilsbnlk'i 
just  before  I  came.  But  sbehni) 
not  opened  it;  and  said,  thatw 
she  was  pretty  calm  and  com- 
posed, ahewas  afraid  to  loolcinli) 
the  contents,  lest  she  should  be 
ruflled;  expecting,  now,  to  liev 
of  nothbg  that  could  do  her  good 
or  give  her  pleasure  firom  thtl 
good  woman's  dear  hard-hear^ti 
neighbours.,  as  she  called  het  own 
relations. 

Seeing  her  so  weak  and  ill. ' 
withdrew,  nor  did  she  desire  »>'' 
to  tarry,  as  sometinies  she  dw-'^ 
when  1  make  a  motion  to  depart. 

I  had  some  hints,  aa  1  weut 
away,  from  Mrs.  Smith,  thatak 
had  appropriated  thateveningU) 
Bome  olEceB,  that  were  to  iV' 
trouble,  aeshecalledit,B/t(!ihu 
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departure;  and  bad  been  giving 


,  and  t 
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ready;  and  I  am  to  attend  her  to- 
morrow afternoon,  to  take  some 
iuBtructiona  trom  her  in  relation 
to  my  part  in  the  office  to  be  per- 
formed for  her,  Andthuaomitting 
the  particulars  of  a  fine  converaa- 
tion  between  her  and  Mrs.Lovick, 
which  the  latter  acquainted  me 
with ,  as  well  as  another  bctveen 
her  and  the  doctor  and  apothe- 
cary ,  which  I  had  a  design  this 
evening  to  give  you,  they  being  of 
a  very  affecting  nature,  I  have 
yielded  to  your  impatience. 


LiOvick,  and  Mrs.  Smith,  about 
what  she  would  have  done  when 
she  wa.i  ijime;  and  I  believe  they 

Eire  of  ft  very  delicnte  and  affect- 
;  nature;  bnt  Mrs.  Smith  de- 
eded not  to  particulars. 
The  doctor  had  been  with  her, 
well  aa  Mr,  Goddard;  and  they 
both  joined  with  great  oaniest- 
neas  to  persuade  her  to  have  her 
imiie  removed  out  of  her  sight: 
but  ahe  assured  them,  that  it  gave 
her  pleasure  and  spirits;  and 
being  a  necessary  preparation, 
she  wondered  they  ahottid  be  sur- 
prised  at  it,  when  ahe  had  not  any 
of  her  fanuly  about  hej,  or  any 
old  acquaintance,  on  whose  care 
and  exactness  in  these  ptinclitioe, 
as  she  called  them ,   sbe  could 

The  doctor  told  Mra.  Smith, 
that  he  beheved  she  wonld  hold 
out  long  enough  for  any  of  her 
friends  to  have  notice  of  her  state, 
and  to  see  her,  and  hardW  longer; 
and  since  he  could  not  find,  that 
she  bad  any  certainty  of  aeeing 
her  cousin  Morden ,  (which  made 
it  plain  that  her  relations  con- 
linned  indFiible)  be  would  go 
bame,  and  vrite  a  letter  to  her 
iatber,  take  it  as  she  would. 

She  had  apentgreat  partof  the 
dfty  in  intense  devotions;  andio-  tioned  in  the  first  part  of  yoi 
morrow  morning  she  ia  to  have,  letter)  gave  me  great  distress  for 
with  her  the  same  clerEymaii  who  j  you.  till  I  read  iarther.  You  be- 
has  often  attended  her;  from  wailed  it  aa  became  a  daughter 
whose  hands  ahe  will  again  re- 'so  sensible,  May  you  be  blessed 
ceiretheeacrament.  in   each   other   for  many,  very 

Tbonsccst,  Lovelace,  that  all,  many,  happy  years  to  come!     I 
■6  pi«pariDg,   that  all  will   be  i  doubt  not,  that  even  thia  «aM»a. 


1  shall  dispatch^rry  tO' 
morning  early  with  her  letter  to 
Miss  Howe:  an  offer  she  took 
vei7  kindly ;  aa  she  is  extremely 
solicitous  to  lessen  that  young 
lady's  apprehensions  for  tier  on 
not  hearing  from  her  by  Satur- 
day's post:  and  yet,  if  she  write 
truth,  as  no  doubt  but  she  will, 
how  can  her  apprehensions  be 
lessened? 


LETTER  XCTn, 


S«lard«r,  Sepl.  B. 

,  my  beloved  MissHowe, 

though  very  ill  still :  but  I  could 

not  by  the  return  of  your  mes- 

for  I  was  then  unable  to 

.en. 

Your  mother's  illneaa  (as  men- 
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a,Tid  grievoas  indisposition,  hy  tlii 
frame  it  haa  put  you  in,  and  thi 
appreliension  it  haa  given  j'ou  ot'i 
losing  so  dear  a  mother,  will  cod-' 
tribute  to  tbe  happiness  1  wish 
yon;  for,  alas!  my  dear,  we 
seldom  know  how  to  value  the 
bleaaiugB  we  enjoy,  till  weareini 
danger  of  losing  them,  or  have 
actually  lost  tHem:  and  then, 
what  would  we  give  to  have  tbem 
restored  to  aal 

What,  1  wonder,  has  again 
happened  hetween  you  and  ilr. 
ilickraanV  Although  I  know  it 
not,  Idaresay  it  ifl  owing  to  some  [ 
pretty  petulance,  to  eome  half 
ungenerous  advantage  taken  of 
""■"    "'''igingnesa    and  assiduity. 


very  ill.  I  believe  I  shall  be  better 
by  -  and  -  by.  The  bad  writing 
would  betray  me,  although  I  haa 


o  the  qualities  of  sobriety 
an3  regularity  of  life  and  manners 
iutbataox?  Must  bold  creatures, 
and  forward  spirits,  forever,  and 
by  the  best  and  wisest  of  us,  as 
well  as  by  the  indiscreetest,  be 
tbe  moat  kindly  treated '/ 

My  dear  friends  know  not ,  that 
I  have  actually  suffered  within  lens 
than  an  iiick  of  my  life. 

Poor  Mr.  Brandl  He  meant 
well,  I  believe.  1  am  afraid  all 
will  turn  heavily  upon  him ,  when 
he  prohablyimaginedfthathe  was 
taking  the  best  method  to  oblige. 
But  were  he  not  to  have  been  so 
light  of  belief,  and  so  weakly 
onicions;  and  had  giveu  a  more 
favourable,  and,  it  would  be 
strange  if  I  could  not  aay,  Ajunler 
leport,  things  would  have  been, 
ueveiLlieless,  enactlyaa  they  are, 

J  must  lay  down  my  pen.  I  am 


fen.  Excuse  the  unsteady  wi 
t  iclil  he  ao  — 
1  have  wanted  no  rooneyr  M 
don't  be  augry  about  such  a  triis 
as  money.  Yetamlgladof  wttftt- 
yon  incDne  me  to  hope,  that  inj!< 
friends  will  give  up  the  prodnceoi 
niy  grandfather's  estate  since  it 
hasbeen  in  their  hands:  bee — " 
knowing  it  to  be  my  right, 
that  theycovld  not  want  it,  Ihitd 
already  disposed  of  a  good  part 
of  it;  and  could  only  hope  thef' 
would  be  willing  to  give  it  up  it 
my  last  request.  And  now  aOW 
rich  shall  1  thiuk  myself  in  titit' 
my  last  stagel  ^  And  yet  I  did' 
not  want  before  —  indeed  1  dfii 
not  —  for  who,  that  has 
superfliiilieji,  can  be  said  toT  — 

Do  not,  my  dear  friend,  IM 
concerned  that  I  call  it  my  JW 
xluffe;  for  what  is  even  the  ItW 
life  which  in  high  health  we  wi» 
for?  What,  but,  aswegoslrog. 
alife  of  apprehension,  somefiiiiB' 
for  our  friends ,  oftcner  for  oW; 
selves?  And,  at  last,  when  arrlffl" 
attheold  age  we  covet, one  beaTJ 
loss  or  deprivation  having  siW" 
ceeded  another,  we  see  onrselW 
stripped,  as  I  may  say,  oteitij 
one  we  loved;  and  find  onrsel''* 
exposet^  as  uncompanioiuui'* 
poor  creatures ,  to  the  aligbbi  ^ 
the  contempts,  of  jostling  yooUi 
who  want  to  push  us  off  the  sUgi^i 


ia  tiopeti  to  possess  what  W8  have : 
—  and.  superadded  to  all,  uur 
own  tDfirmities  every  day  lacreas- 
iug;  of  themselves  cooueh  to 
make  the  life  ne  wished  for  the 
greatest  disease  of  all!  Don't  you 
rememher  the  linea  of  Howard, 
which  once  you  read  to  me  in  my 
ivy  bower?* 

Id  the  diapoaition  of  what  be- 
loDgB  to  me,  I  have  CDdeavoured 
to  do  every  thing  in  the  justest 
and  beat  manner  Icould  think  of: 
putting  myself  in  my  relations 
places,  and  in  the  greater  points, 
ordering  my  matters,  as  if  no  mis- 
understanding  had  happened. 

I  hope  they  mil  not  think  much 
of  some  bequests  where  wanted, 
and  where  due  from  my  gratitude: 
but  if  they  should,  what  is  done, 
iadone;  and  I  cannot  now  help  it. 
Yet  I  must  repeat,  that  I  hope,  I 
hope,  1  have  pleased  every  oue  of 
them.  For  I  would  not,  on  any 
account,  have  it  thought,  that, 
in  my  last  disposition ,  anything 


.  should  have  had  place 
in  a  mind  that  is  so  truly  A'ee  (as  I 
will  presume  to  say)  from  all  re- 
sentment, that  it  now  overflows 
with  gratitude  and  blessings  for 
the  good  I  have  received,  althongh 
it  be  not  all  that  ray  heart  wished 
loreceive.  Weieitevena.nkardship 
thatlwas  not  favoured  with  more, 
what  is  it  but  an  hardship  of  half 
a  year,  against  the  mnsi  indulgent 
goodness  of  eighteen  years  and 
an  half,  that  ever  was  shewn  to  a 
daughter? 
My  cousin,  you  tell  me,  thinks 
was  off  my  guard,  and  that  I  was 
taken  at  some  disadvantage.  In- 
deed, my  dear,  I  was  not.  Indeed 
I  gave  no  room  for  advantage  to 
he  taken  of  me.  1  hope,  one  day, 
that  will  be  seen,  it  I  have  the 
justice  done  me  which  Mr.  Belford 

I  should  hope,  that  my  cousin 
hasnottaken  the  liberties,  which 
you,  (by  an  observation  nut,  in. 
geueral,  unjnet)  seem  to  charge 
him  with.  For  it  is  sad  to  think, 
that  the  generality  of  that  sex 
should  make  so  light  of  crimes, 
which  they  justly  hold  so  unpar- 
donable in  their  own  most  in- 
timate relations  of  ours  —  yet 
cannot  conimitthem  without  doing 
such  injuries  to  other  families  aa 
they  thiuk  themselves  obliged  to 
resent  unto  death,  when  offered 

But  we  women  are  too  often  to 
blame  on  this  head;  since  themost 
virtuous  among  us  seldom  make 
virtue  the  test  of  their  approbation 
of  the  other  ses:  ioBom.ua'^ti    ' 


\ 
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man  may  glory  in  liia  wickednesa  closed  here,  it  must  liave  been 
of  this  eoTtiritbaut  beiug  rejected, with  EuchtrembliDguniteaxluiesB, 
on  that  account,  eveoto  the  fncesl  that  it  would  huve  given  jou  more 
of  women  of  na  question  able  vir-iconceta  for  me,  lltan  the  delay 
tue.  Henceitis,  that  a  libertine  of  sending  it  ansy  by  last  nights 
seldom  thinks  himself  concerned  \  post  can  ao.  I  deferred  it  there-- 
so  much  aa  to  save  appearances:  j fore,  to  see  how  it  would  pteaM 
and  what  is  it  not  that  our  aex! God  to  deal  with  me.  Analfinl 
Buffers  in  their  opiuion  on 

score?  And  what  have     .  .     ,  ,         , 

than  many  others,  to  answer  forlhope  togive  you  a  proof  that  Ida, 
on  this  account,  in  the  world'sjin  the  continuation  of  my  letter^ 
eye?  ,  which  I  will  pursue  as  curreotlyr' 

May  lay  story  be  a,  warning  to  if  I  had  not  left  off. 
all,  how  they  prefer  a  libertine  to ;     I  am  glad  you  so  consideratdy 
'' '         honour;    and  howigave  my  cousin  Morden 


they  permit  themselves 
misled  (where  they  mean  the  tes() 
by  the  specious,  yet  foolish  hope 
of  subduing  riveted  habits,  and, 
as  I  may  say,  of  altering  natures ! 
—  The  more  footish ,  aa  constant 
csperiencB  might  convince  us, 
thatthere  is  hardly  one  in  ten,  of 
even  tolerably  happy  marriages, 
in  which  the  wife  keeps  the  hold 
in  the  Aus^niTs  aflections.  which 
she  had  in  the  torm-'g.  What 
fluence  then  can  she  hope  to  have 
over  the  morals  of  an  avowed 
libertine,  who  marrieE  perhaps 
for  eonveniency,  who  despises  the 
tie,  and  whom,  it  is  too  probable, 
nothing  but  old  age,  or  sickness, 
or  disease  (the  consequence  of 
ruinous  riot)  can  reclaim? 
I  am  very  glad  you  gave  my 


able  impresaiouB  of  Mr.  Uelford; 


SoDday  momlBg,  (Sept.  B,)  bI 
Hither  1  had  written , 
forced  to  quit  my  pen. 


between  tliern:  for  altbougfa  I 

"'  Mr.  Belfbrd  is  an  altered  muj 

iu  time  wilt  be  a  refonnw 

one  J  yet  is  he  one  of  those  hi^ 

spirits  that  has  been  acciutoind 

reaent  imaginary  mdifftutitii  tf 

udf,  when,  I  believe,  be  bM 

t  been  studious  to  avoid  giviaf 

real  offences  la  I'lhers:  men  of  thB 

cast  acting  as  if  they  thought  *II 

the  world  was  made  to  bear  wilfc 

them,  and  they  not  with  any  bodf 

in  it. 

Mr,  Lovelace,  you  tell  nil 
thought  fit  to  entruat  my  ootun 
with  the  copy  of  bis  letter  of  peni- 
tence to  me,and  with  m^answerti 
it,  reiectinshim  and  bis  suit;  ind 
Mr.  Belfora  moreover  acquaiatt 
me,  how  much  concerned  """ 
Lovelace  is  for  his  baseness, 


r 
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diat  nothing  nubjccla  the  Imman 
mind  to  ao  mucb  meanneBe,  aa  the 
cODBCiOuaneas  of  having  done  nil- 
fnl  wrong  to  our  fellow-creatures. 
How  low,  bow  sordid,  are  the  snb- 
miasions  which  elaborate  baseness 
compels !  That  that  nretch  could 
treat  me  as  he  did ,  and  then  could 
so  poorly  creep  to  me  for  forgive- 
nesB  of  Crimea  so  wilful,  so  black, 
and  80  premeditated  1  Uow  my 
aonl  deapiaed  him  forbismeannesB 
certain  occasion,    of  which 


you  will  one  day  be  informed! 
And  him  whose  actions  one'sheart 
despiaeB ,  it  ia  far  from  being  difli- 
oolt  to  reject,  had  one  ever  bo  par- 
tially favoured  him  once. 

Yotlamglad  thia  violent  spirit 
can  ihuB  creep ;  that,  like  a  poi- 
sonous serpent,  he  can  thus  coil 
himself,  and  hide  his  head  iuhia 
own  narrow  eirclelfl;  because  thia 
stoopiiig,  this  abaBcment,  gives 
me  hope  that  no  further  miachief 
will  ensue. 

All  my  apprehension  is,  what 
may  happen  when  1  am  gone;  lest 
then  my  cousin ,  or  any  other  of 
myfaniiiy,  should  encfeavoi 
avenge  me,  and  risk  their 
more  precious  lives  on  that  ac- 
count. 

If  that  part  of  Cain's  curse  we 
tix.  Lovelace's,    To  be  a  fugiti 
and  vagabond  in  (lie  eurlh;  that  is 
to  say,  if  it  meant  uo  more  harm 
to  him,   thau  that  he  should  be 
obliged  to  travel ,  as  it  see 
intends  (though  1  wish  him 


I  his  travels) ,  and  I  could  know 

;     then  should  1  be  easy  in  the 
hoped  for  safer?  of  my  friends 
from  bis  skilful  violence  —  0  that 
I  could  hear  he  was  a  thousand         i 
miles  off! 

When  I  began  thia  letter,  I  did 
not  think  I  eould  have  run  to  such 

length.  But  'tis  to  you,  my 
deareat  friend,  and  ynu  have  a 
itle  to  the  spirita  you  raiae  and 
support;  for  they  are  no  longer 

ine,  and  will  subside  the  moment 

ieaae  writing  to  you. 

But  what  do  yoii  bid  me  hope 
for,  when  you  tell  me,  that  if  your 
mother's  healtb  will  permit,  you 
will  see  me  in  town?  1  h'jpe  your 
mother's  health  will  be  perfected 
""  you  wiah;  but  I  dare  not  pro- 
ae  myself  so  great  a  favour;  so 
great  a  btessing,  I  will  call  it  — 
and  indeed  1  know  not  if  I  should 
be  able  to  bear  it  now!  — 

"Vet  one  comfort  it  is  in  your 
power  to  give  me;  and  thatis,  let 
me  know,  and  very  speedily  it 
must  be,  if  yon  wish  to  oblige  me, 
that  all  matters  are  made  up  be- 
tween you  and  Mi.  Hickman ;  to 
whom,  I  see,  you  are  resolved, 
with  all  your  bravery  of  spirit,  to 
owe  a  multitude  of  obli^tions  fbr 
hispatience  with  your  fiightiness. 
Thmk  of  this,  my  dear  proud 
friend!  and  think,  likewise,  of 
what  I  have  often  told  you,  that 


Mayyou,  my  dear  Miss  Howe, 
have  no  discomforts  but  what  yi 
make  to  yoursolfl  Aa  it  ^ 


I 
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iu  your  own  power  to  leaaen  each 
as  these,  they  ought  to  be  youi 
punishment  if  you  do  not,  l^erc 
IS  no  such  thing  as  jieifect  liappi- 
iiess  here,  Binoe  the  busy  mind 
wiUmuJe  to  itself  evils,  wereitto 
find  none.  You  will  therefore 
pardon  this  limited  wish,  strangi 
as  it  may  appear,  till  you  consider 
it:  for  to  wish  you  do  infelicities, 
either  within  or  without  you,  were 
towish  you  what  can  neverhappen 
in  this  world;  and  whatperhapa 
ought  not  to  be  wished  for,  if  i^  a 
Kuli  one  could  give  one's  friend 
such  an  exemption;  since 
not  to  Uve  here  always. 

We  must  act,  in  ahort,  expect 
that  our  roses  will  grow  without 
thorns:  but  then  they  are  useful 
and  instructive  thorns:  which  by 

tricking  the  £ngers  of  the  too 
aaty  plueker,  teaeh  future  cau- 
tioD.  And  who  knows  not  that 
difficulty  girea  poignancy 
enjoyments ;  which  are  apt  to  lose 
their  relish  with  us  when  they  are 
over-easily  obtained" 
Imvsl  conclude  — 
God  for  ever  bless  you,  and  all 
you  love  and  honour,  and  reward 

Jou  here  and  hereafter  for  your 
indnoEs  to 

Your  ever  obliged  and 
afiectionate 
Clibissa  IIablowe. 
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endeavouring,  ever  since  the 
ceipt  ofyour  lastletter,  to  obt 
a  private  audienceof  yourmotha 
in  hopes  of  leave  to  communjca 
it  to  her.  But  last  night  I  wi 
surprised  by  an  invitation  '_^^ 
hreakfaat  at  Harlowe-PIace  tU 
morning:  and  the  chariot  can 
early  to  fetch  me :  an  honour  I  di 
not  eipect. 

When  I  came,   I   fonnd  tfael 


sent.     Yoor 
had  with   difficulty  brought 
meetjngtobear;  foryourDrff 
had  before  industriously  avoi 
all  conversation  with  him  on  tbs 
affecting  subject;  urging,  thstit 
was  not  neceaaary  to  t^k  to  Ifc 
Mordenuponit,  who,  beingare- 
moter  relation  than  themselveii 
had  no  business  to  make  himadf  ■ 
judge  of  their  conduct  to  tiufl 
daughter,  their  niece,  and  tliBJI 
.ister;    especially  as  he  bad  dfr 
ilared  himself  in  her  favour;  add- 
mg,  that  he  should  hardly  ban 

Satience  to  be  questioned  t^^Ufi 
lordenon  thatbead. 

hopes  that  your  moUWI 
would  have  given  me  an  oppw- 
tunity  of  talking  with  her  tHoat 
before  the  companymet;  bntths 
seemed  studiously  to  avoid  it:  I 
dare  aay ,  however ,  not  with  btt 
inclination, 

I  was  ordered  in  just  before  Mr. 
Mordcn  came,  and  was  bid  t«  eit 
down  —  which  I  did  in  the  win- 
dow. 
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The  colonel,  when  he  came, 
beaau  the  diseourae ,  by^  renewing, 
Bsnecalledit,  hia  eolicitations m 
jtna  favoar.  He  set  before  them 
jaar  penitence;  your  ill  health; 
your  virtue,  though  once  betrayed, 
and  basely  used ;  he  then  read  to 
them  Mr.  Lovelace's  letter,  a  most 
contrite  one  indeed*;  and  your 
ir^ft-sDu/eii  answer**;  for  that  was 
what  he  justly  called  it;  and  he 
treated  as  it  deserved  Mr.  Brand's 
officious  information  (of  which,  1 
had  before  heard,  he  had  made 
them  ashamed)  by  representations 
fonnded  upon  inquiries  made  by 
Mr.  Alston***,  whom  he  had  pro- 
enred  to  go  up,  on  purpose  to  ac- 
quaint himself  with  your  manner 
oflife,  and  what  was  meant  by  the 
Tints  of  that  Mr.  Belford. 

Hethen  told  them,  thathehad 

^e  day  before  waited  upon  Miss 

^Owe,  and  had  been  shewn  a  let 

X  from  you  to  herf,   and  pei 

itted  to  take  some  memorandums 

n  it,  in  which  you  appeared, 

1  by  hand-writing,   and  the 

nitents,  to  be  so  very  ill  that  it 

med  doubtful  to  him ,  if  it  were 

ttible  for  yon  to  get  over  it. 

uid  when  he  read  to  them  that 

,    where  you    ask 

"What  cau  be  doi 

u  now,  were  your  friends  to  be 

irso favourable?  and  wish,  for 

ir  Bakes,    more   than  for  your 

V>m,  that  tbey  would  still  relent^" 

Ibid  ttieu  say,  "You  are  very  ill 

-you  must  drop  your  pen  —  and 

ifc  ezoase  for  your  crooked  writ- 

";  and  take,  as  it  were,  a  last 

•  See  p.  70.      "  Sae  p. 


farewell  of  Miss  Howe :  Adieu ,  my 
dear,  adi'm,"  are  you  words  — 

0,  my  child!  my  childl  said 
your  mamma,  weeping,  and  clasp- 
■-ig  her  hands. 

Dearmadam,  said  your  brother, 
e  so  good  as  to  think  you  have 
lore  children  than  this  ungrateful 

Yet    your    siater    seemed    af- 

Your  uncle  Harlowe,  wiping 
bis  eyes,  O  cousin,  said  he, if  one 
thonghtthe  poor  girl  was  really  so 


ill 

She  mmt,  said  your  uncle  An- 
tony. This  is  written  to  her  pri- 
vate friend.  God  forbid  she  should 
be  quite  lostl 

Your  uncle  Harlowe  wished  they 
did  not  carry  their  resentments 

I  begged,  for  Kod's  sake,  wring- 
ing my  hands,  and  with  a  bonded 
knee,  that  they  would  permit  me 
to  go  up  to  you;  eugagmg  to  give 
them  a  faithful  account  of  the  way 

{ou  were  in.  But  I  was  chidden 
y  your  brother;  and  this  occa- 
sioned some  angry  words  between 
him  and  Mr.  Morden. 

I  beheve ,  sir,  I  believe,  madam, 
said  your  sister ,  to  her  father  and 
mother,  we  need  not  trouble  my 
cousin  to  read  any  more.  It  does 
but  grieve  and  disturb  you.  My 
sister  Clary  seems  to  be  ill:  I  think, 
if  Mrs.  Norton  were  permitted  to 
go  up  to  her,  it  would  be  right. 
Wickedly  as  she  has  acted,  ifshe 
be  truly  penitent  — 

Here  she  stopt;  and  every  one 
being  silent,  1  stood  up  once  more, 
aud  besought  them  to  let  lue  govj 
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and  then  i  offered  to  read  a  pas- 
sage or  two  in  your  letter  to  me  of 
the  24th.  Butlwastakeu  up  again 
by  your  brother;  and  this  occa- 
sioned still  hicber  words  bctneen 
the  colonel  and  him. 

Your  mother,  hoping  to  gain 
upon  your  infleiible  brother ,  and 
to  divert  the  anger  of  the  two 
gentlemen  from  each  other,  pro- 
poHcd  that  the  colonel  should  pro- 
ceed in  reading  the  minutes  he 
had  taken  from  yout  letter. 

He  accordingly  read,  "Of  your 
resuming  your  pen;  that  you 
thought  you  bad  taken  your  last 
farewell;  and  tlie  reet  of  that  very 
affecting  passage,  in  which  you 
are  obliged  to  break  off  more  than 
once  and  afterwards  to  take  an 
airing  in  a  chair."  Your  brother 
and  sister  were  affected  at  this; 
and  he  had  recourse  to  his  saxiS- 
box.  And  where  you  comfort  Miss 
Howe,  and  aay,  "You  shall  be 
happy;"  Itifi  more,  said  he,  than 
Bbe  will  let  any  body  elae  be. 

Your  sister  called  you,  aweet 
eoul!  but  with  a  low  voice:  then 


affected  by  your  pathetic  grief 
but  that  it  was  your  talent. 

The  colonel  then  went  on  to  the 
good  effect  your  airing  had  upon 
you;  to  your  good  wiBhea  to  Miaa 
Howe  and  Mr.  Hickman;  aud  to 
your  concluding  sentence,  that 
when  the  happy  life  you  wished  to 
her  cornea  to  be  wound  up,  she 
may  be  as  calm  aud  as  easy  at 
quitting  it,  as  you  hope  in  G  ' 
you  shall  be.  Your  mother  co 
aot  stand  this;   but  lettred  ti 


S   mSTOEY    OF 


comer  of  the  room,  and  sobbed, 
and  wept.  Your  father  for  a  few 
minutes  could  not  speak,  though 
he  seemed  inclined  to  say  aoine' 

Your  uncles  were  also  both  af' 
fected ;  —  but  your  brother  went 
round  to  each;  and  again  reminded, 
yoiu'  mother  that  she  had  olbw 
children:  what  was  there,  he  said, 
ID  what  was  read,  but  the  result 
of  the  talent  you  had  of  movhij 
the  passions?  and  he  blamed  them 
for  choosing  to  hear  read  what 
they  knew  their  abused  induIgenoK 
-  luJd  not  be  pr-  -'  —  -     ' 

This  set  Mr. 


fie   upon   you,    cousin  HaTlowft< 

''  he  —  I  see  plainly  to  whomit 

ig  that  all  rclationsbip  asd^ 


said  hi 


I  tip  acua:: 

L  HuioiH)' 

y  to  whom' 


sard  to  tl 


ties  of  blood  with  regi 

Buficrerare  laidaside.  Sash 
rs  as  these  make  it  difficoK 
for  a  sliding  virtue  ever  to  recoTW 
itself. 

Your  brother  pretended  the 
honour  of  the  family,  and  declared, 
that  no  child  ought  to  be  forntat 
whoabandoned  the  most  indmijjent, 
of  parents  against  womiDg, 
against  the  light  of  knowledge,  M 
you  had  done. 

But,  sir,  and  ladies,  said  1, 
rising  from  my  seat  in  the  window, 
and  humbly  turning  round  to  eadi, 
if  I  may  be  permitted  to  speak, 
my  dear  Miss  asks  only  for  ablSM- 
ing.  She  does  not  beg  to  be  re- 
ceived to  favour;  she  is  TeiyUl, 
and  asks  only  for  a  last  bles«ng. 

Come,  come,  goody  NortaBi 
[I  need  not  tell  you  wbo  said  thil| 
you  areup  agMu  with  your  lamen- 
tablcs! — Agood  woman,  ntjoi 
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are,  to  forgive  so  readily  a  crime 
that  h&s  been  as  disgcacefiil  to 

Jour  part  in  her  education,  aa  to 
er  fttmily,  ia  a  weakness  that 
would  induce  one  to  suspect  your 
virtue  if  you  were  to  be  encount- 
ered by  a  temptation  pruperlij  ail- 

By  some  such  charitable  logic, 
aaia  Mr.  Morden,  as  this,  is  my 
Arabella  captivated ,  I 
I  li^oubt  not.  If  to  be  uncharitable 
*  ind  naforgiving,  is  to  give  a  proof 
"f  virtue,  you,  Mr.  James  Har- 
are the  most  virtuous  youog 
n  the  world. 
I J  knew  how  it  would  be ,  replied 
■our  brother,  in  a  passion .  if  I 
t  Mr.  Morden  upon  this  busi- 
nesa.  X  would  liave  declined  it: 
but  you,  sir,  to  his  father,  would 
not  permit  me  so  to  do. 

But,  sir,   turning  to  the  colo- 
,0  other  presence  — 


ipted  the  other  gentler 
'  ■  '  '  protection 


la 


not  used  to  bear  de- 


fiances  thus 
sir,  —  and  the  son  and  nephew  of 
persona  as  dear  as  near  to  me  — 
there  be  paused  — 

Arene,  said  your  father,  to  be 
mode  still  more  unhappy  among 
ouraelrea,  when  the  villain  lives 
Ibatonght  to  be  the  object  of  every 
one's  roaentmeut,  who  has  either 
a  value  for  the  family,  or  for  this 
luurratefnl  girl? 

That's  the  man ,  said  your  cou- 
sin, whom  last  Monday,  as  you 
know.  I  went  purposely  to  make 
the  object  of  mine.  But  what  could 
I  aS7i  when  I  found  bim  so  willing 
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to  repair  his  crime?  —  And  I  give 
itasmy  opinion,  and  have  written 
accorduigly  tomypoorcousin,that 
it  is  best  for  all  round,  that  his 
oSer  should  be  accepted^  and  let 
me  tell  you  — 

Tell  me  nothing,  said  your  fa- 
ther, quite  enraged,  of  tbatvery 
vile  fellow  I  I  have  a  riveted 
hatred  to  him.  I  would  rather  see 
the  rebel  die  an  hundred  deaths, 
were  it  poesible,  than  that  she 
should  give  such  a  villain  as  him 
a  relation  to  my  family. 

Well,  but  there  is  no  room  to 
think,  said  your  mother,  that  she 


it.  If  she  be  BO  ill  as 
wears  told  sheis,  let  us  send  Mrs. 
Norton  up  to  her.  —  That's  the 
ieasi  we  can  do  —  let  us  take  her, 
however,  out  of  the  hands  of  that 
Belford. 

Both  your  uncles  supported  this 
motion ;  the  latter  part  of  it  espe- 

Your  brother  observed,  in  his 
ill-natured  way,  what  a  fine  piece 
of  consiateucy  it  was,  in  you,  to 
refuse  the  vile  injurer,  and  the 
amends  he  offered;  yet  to  throw 
yourself  upon  the  protection  of  his 

Miss  Harlowe  was  apprehen- 
sive, she  said,  that  you  would 
leave  all  you  coii/d  leave  to  that 
pert  creature  Miss  Howe  [so  she 
called  her],  if  you  should  die. 

0  do  not,  do  not  suppose  thai, 
njy  Bella,  said  your  poor  mottier. 
I  cannot  think  of  parting  witlvnv^ 
Clary  —  vtilk  b-VWim  ^waiXa,  *i»i» 


II'         J 


r 
I 


my  child  —  Ler  reasons  for  her 
conduct  are  not  heard.  It  would 
break  my  heart  to  lose  her.  ^-  I 
think,  my  dear,  to  your  father, 
none  bo  fit  as  1  to  go  up,  if  ~ 
will  give  me  leave:  and  Mrs.  t 
tonsT 


Mr. 

escort  her.  Your  uncles  seemed 
to  approve  of  it.  But  your  brother 
dashed  all.  I  hope,  sir,  said  he, 
to  bis  father;  I  hope,  madam,  to 
his  mother;  that  you  irill  not 
endeavour   to   recover    a   faulti 


ever  my  sister  Clary  darkens  thes^ 
doors  again,  I  never  will.  I  will 
set  out,  madam,  the  same  hour 
you  go  to  London  (on  such  an  er- 
rand) to  Edinburgh;  and  there 
I  will  reside;  and  try  to  forget 
that  I  have  relations  in  England 
so  near  and  so  dear  as  you  arenow 
all  to  me. 

Good  God,  said  the  colonel, 
what  a  declaration  is  this !  —  And 
BUppoHe,  sir,  and  suppose,  ma- 
dam, [turning  to  your  father  and 
mother]  this  slimild  be  the  case, 
whether  is  it  better,  think  you, 
that  you  should  loae  for  ever  such 
a  daughter  aa  my  cousin  Clarv,  or 
that  your  sou  should  go  to  Ediu- 
hurgh,  and  reside  there  upon  an 
estate  which  will  be  the  better  for 
for  hia  residence  upon  it. 

Youi'  brother's  passionate  be- 
haviour hereupon  is  hardly  to  be 
described,  ile  reaented  it  aa  pro- 
moting an  alienation  of  the  aaec-', 
tian  oftbe  family  to  him.    Avdto' 


such  a  height  wei'e  resentments 
carried,  every  one  siding  with 
him,  that  the  colouel,  with  hands 
and  eyes  lifted  up,  cried  ont,  what 
hearts  of  Sint  am  1  related  to!  — 
0,  cousin  Hariowe,  (to  your  fa- 
ther,^ are  youreaolved  to  have'  '^ 
one  oaughterV  Are  you,  mad!  . 
to  be  taught,  by  a  son  who  h» 
CO  bowels,  to  forget  yon  are  a 
mother? 

The  colonel  turned  from  . 
to  draw  out  his  handkerchief,  and 
could  not  for  a  minute  spealb  Tbe 
eyea  of  every  one  but  the  hard- 
hearted brother,  caught  tosM 
from  his. 

But  then  turning  to  them  (with 
the  more  indignation,  asitseemsd, 
as  he  had  been  obliged  to  ibews 
humanity,  which,  bowever,  M 
bravo  heart  should  be  asbaiiHJ 
of)  I  leave  ye  all,  said  he,  fit 
company  for  one  another.  Iwill 
never  open  my  lips  to  any  of  you 
more  upon  this  suDJeet.  I  willin- 
stantly  make  my  will,  and  in  wt 
shall  the  dear  creature  bave  the 
father,  uncle,  brother,  she  hw 
lost.  I  will  prevail  upon  her  to 
take  the  tour  of  France  and  It^ 


with  me ;  nor  shall  she  return  till 
ye   know   the    value   of   sach 
daughter. 

And  saying  this,  he  burned  0 
of  the  room,  went  into  the  oOOit- 
yard,  and  ordered  his  horse. 

Mr.  Antony  Hariowe  went 
him  there,  just  as  he  was  mow 
iug ;  and  aaid.  He  hoped  he  aboali 
find  him  cooler  in  the  evening  (ftT 
he,  till  then,  had  lodged     "  "'" 
house) ;  and  that  then  they 
.coaveree  calmly;  and  every  otiS, 


I 


Hn  time,  irould  vreigh  all  mat- 
ters well  —  but  the  angry  gen- 
tleman said,  eOHsin  Harlowe,  1 
shall  endeavour  to  discharge  the 
obligations  I  owe  to  your  civility, 
since  1  h.tre  been  in  England :  but 
I  have  been  so  treated  by  that 
hot-heiided  young  man  (who,  as 
far  as  I  know,  has  done  more  to 
ruin  his  sister  than  Lovelace  him- 
eelf,  and  iHi  with  the  arprobation 
of  you  all)  that  I  will  not  again 
enter  into  ijovr  doors,  or  Ibeiis.  My 
servants  shall  have  orders  whither 
to  bring  what  belongs  to  me  from 
your  house.  I  will  see  my  dear] 
cousin  Clary  as  soon  as  1  can.  And 
0  God  bless  you  altogether!  — 
■^  '  ■  this  one  word  to  your  ne- 
f,if  you  please,  that  110  wants 
ibe  taught  the  difference  be- 
nwn  courage  and  bluatet;  and 
bbappy  for  him,  perhaps,  that 
'  n  Mf  relation;  though  I  am 
.  fbeis mne. 

Bwoudered  to  hear  your  uncle, 
Miis  return  to  them  all,  repeat 
■;  because  of  the  consequences 
^y  be  attended  with,  though  I 
'"  "t  will  not  have  bad  ones: 
ras  considered  as  a  sort  of 
ige,  and  so  it  confirmed 
Dody  in  your  brother's 
;  and  Miss  flarlowe  forgot 
it  to  inveigh  against  that  error 
^h  had  brought  on  all  these 

ft  took  the  liberty  again ,  but 
Ui  fear  and  trembling,  to  de- 
n leave  to  attend  you. 

"«  any  other  person  could 
W,  yoor  brother  said,  I  sup- 
to  yonlook  upon  yourself,  Mrs. 
If  to  be  your  owa  mistreae. 


uui  consent 
)  I  —  If  I  may 


Pray  do  you  want  i,.^.  ^^..ovup 
and  coiirlship  to  go  up  I  —  If  I  may 
speak  my  mind,  you  and  my  sister 
I  Clary  are  the  filleii  to  be  together. 
—  Yet  I  wish  you  woatd  not 
trouble  your  head  about  our  fa- 
mily matters,  till  you  are  desired 

But  don't  you  know,  brother, 
saidMisB Harlowc,  tbattheerror 
of  any  branch  of  a  family  splits 
that  family  into  two  parties;  and 
makes  not  only  every  common 
friend  and  acquaintance,  but  even 
aei-eanis,  judges  over  both?  — 
This  is  one  ot  the  blessed  effects 
of  my  sister  Clary's  fault! 

There  never  was  a  creature  so 
crimiual,  said  your  father,  looking 
with  displeasure  at  me,  who  had 
not  some  weak  heads  to  pity  and 
side  with  her. 

I  wept.     Your  mother  was  lo 

good  as  to  take  me  by  the  band: 
ome,  good  woman,  said  she, 
come  with  me.  You  have  too 
much  reason  to  be  afflicted  with 
what  aJHicts  us,  to  want  additions 
to  your  grief. 

But,  my  dearest  young  lady,  1 
was  more  touched  for  your  sake 
than  my  own:  for  I  have  been  low 
in  the  world  for  a  great  number  of 

Jears;  and,  of  consequence,  must 
ave  been  accustomed  to  snubs 
and  rebuffs  Irom  the  affluent.  But 
I  hope  tbat  patience  is  written 
as-  legibly  on  my  forehead,  as 
haughtiness  on  that  of  any  ot  my 

Your  mother  led  me  to  her 
chamber;  and  there  we  sat  and 
wept  together  Eot  BCTfttci.aiaffi-'i.ft*, 
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of  US  one  word  to  the  other.  At 
last  she  broke  HJIence,  asking  me, 
if  you  were  really  and  indeed  bo 
illasit  wasiaid  you  were? 

I  answered  in  the  affirmative; 
and  would  have  shewn  her  your 
laat  letter;  but  she  declined  Boe- 
ing it. 

Iwould  fain  have  procured  from 
her  the  favour  of  a  line  to  yon, 
with  her  hleaaing.  1  asked,  what 
was  intended  by  your  brother  and 
sister?  would  nothine  satisfy  them 
but  your  final  reprobation?  —  I 
insinuated,  how  easy  it  would  be, 
did  not  your  duty  and  humility 

fovem  you,  to  make  yourself  in- 
ependent  as  to  circumstances; 
but  that  nothing  but  a  blessing,  a 
last  blesaing,  was  re  quests  Q  by 
you.  And  many  other  things  I 
urged  in  your  behalf.  The  fol- 
lowing brief  repetition  of  what  she 
was  pleased  to  say  in  answer  to 
TQJ  pleas,  will  give  you  a  notion 
of  it  all;  and  of  the  present  aitua- 
tionof  tbings. 

She  said,  "She  was  very  un- 
happy! —  She  had  lost  the  little 
authority  she  once  had  over  her 
other  children,  through  one  child's 
failing;  and  all  iuSuence  over  Mr. 
Harlowe  and  bis  brothers.  Your 
father,  she  said,  had  besought  her 
to  leave  it  to  hhn  to  take  his  own 
methods  with  you:  and  (as  she 
valued  him)  to  take  no  step  in 
your  favour  nnknown  to  him  and 
your  uncles:  yet  she  owned,  that 
they  were  too  much  governed  by 
your  brother.  They  would,  how- 
ever, give  way  in  time,  she  know, 
toazeeoadliaitio^i:  theydeaigaed| 


)  other ;  for  they  all  still  loved 


you. 

"Your  brother  and  sister,  she 
owned,  were  very  jealousof  your 
coming  into  favour  aeain:  yet 
could  but  Mr.  Morden  have  kept 
his  temper,  and  stood  her  son's 
first  sallies,  who  (having  alwayi 
had  the  family  grandeur  in  view) 
had  carried  bis  resentment  h 
high,  that  be  knew  not  how  to 
descend,  the  conferences,  so  ab- 
ruptly broken  off  just  now,  wonid 
have  endedmoTO  happily;  for  tlut 
she  had  reason  to  think,  that  a 
few  concessions  on  your  part, 
with  regard  to  your  grandfatlier'i 

gaging   for  your  submission 
from  pro/ier  motives,  would  bars 
softened  them  all. 

"Mr.  Brand's  account  of  your 
intimacy  with  the  friend  of  the 
obnoxious  man,  she  said,  had,  Sit 
very  unhappy  effectsr 
for  before  that  she  had  gainea 
ground ;  but  afterwardi 
dared  not,  nor  indeed  had  inclina- 
tion, to  open  her  lips  in  youi  be- 
half. Your  continued  intimaey 
with  that  Mr.  Belford  was  wholly 
unaccountable,  and  as  wholly  ii 
excusable. 

"What  made  the  wished-fbi 
reconciliation,  she  said,  more  dif- 
ficult, was,  first,  that  you  yooi- 
self  acknowledged  yourself  «^ 
honoured  (and  it  was  too  wdl 
known,  that  it  was  ^our  own  fault 
that  you  ever  were  m  thi 
BO  great  a  profligate) ; 
quence,  that  tbeu-  and  yoor  dl>-< 
grace  could  not  be  greater  than  it 
—    yet,  that  you  refuse  to  pro- 
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aecDte  the  wretch.  Nert,  that  the 
pardon  &nd  bleaaing  hoped  for, 
mnst  probably  be  Btteuiftd  with 
TOnr  marriage  to  the  man  they 
hate,  and  who  hates  them  as 
much:  very  dia agreeable  circum- 
stances, she  said,  I  must  allow,  to 
found  a  reconciliation  upon. 

"As  to  her  own  part,  she  must 
needs  say,  thatifthere  were  ajiy 
hope  that  Mr.  Lovelace  would 
become  a,  reformed  man,  the  letter 
her  cousin  Morden  had  read  to 
them  from  him  to  you,  and  the 
justice  (as  she  hoped  it  was)  he 
did  your  chamcter,  though  to  his 
own  condemnation  (Mb  family 
and  fortunes  being  unexception- 
able) and  all  his  relatioua  earnent 
to  be  related  to  you,  were  argu- 
ments that  would  have  weight 
with  her,  could  they  have  any 
with  your  father  and  uncles." 

To  my  plea  of  your  illness. 
"  She  could  not  but  flatter  herself, 
she  answered,  that  it  was  from 
lowness  of  spirits,  and  temporary 
d^ection.  A  young  creature,  she 
■Bid,  so  very  considerate  as  you 
naturally  were,  and  fallen  so  low, 
must  have  enough  of  that.  Should 
"^ey  lose  you,  which  God  forbid! 
Bcene  would  then  indeed  be 
iy  changed;  for  then  those 
moat  reaen ted,  would  be 


brance,  and  your  unhappy  eiTor 
woald  be  quite  forgotten. 

"  She  wished  you  would  put 
yourself  into  your  cousin's  protec- 
tion entirely,  and  have  notbiug 
more  to  say  to  Mr.  Belford." 

And  I  would  recommend  it 
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your  most  serious  consideration, 
my  dear  Hiss  Clary,  whether  now, 
aa  your  cousin  (who  is  your 
trustee  for  your  grandfauier's 
estate)  is  come,  you  should  not 
give  over  all  thoughta  of  Mr. 
Lovelace's  intimate  friend  far 
your  executor;  more  eipetnally, 
as  that  gentleman's  interferius  m 
the  concerns  of  your  family, 
ahould  the  sad  event  take  place 
(which  ray  heart  aches  but  to 
think  of)  might  be  attended  with 
those  consequences  which  you  are 
so  desirous,  in  other  cases,  to  ob- 
viate and  prevent.  And  suppose, 
my  dear  young  lady,  yon  were  to 
write  one  letter  more  to  each  of 
your  unelea,  to  let  them  know 
how  ill  you  are  —  and  to  ask  their 
advice,  and  offer  to  be  governed 
by  it,  in  relation  to  the  dispoaition 
ofyour  estalo  and  effects?  —  Me- 
thinks  I  wish  you  would. 

1  find  they  will  send  you  up  a. 
large  part  of  what  has  been  re- 
ceived from  that  estate ,  since  it 
was  yours;  together  with  your  cur- 
rent cash,  which  you  left  behind 
you:  and  this  by  your  cousin 
Morden ,  for  fear  you  should  have 
contracted  debta  which  may  make 
you  nneasy. 

They  seem  to  expect,  that  you 
will  Wish  to  live  at  your  grand- 
father's house,  in  a  private  man- 
ner, if  your  cousin  prevail  not 
upon  you  to  go  abroad  for  a  year 


Betty  was  witli  me  just  now. 
She  tells  me,  that  your  cousin 
KordenieaoiaanUdMi^NKQMA.'wS^ 
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them  all,  that  he  haa  refused  to  lately  dead.  Her  jointureofGOOZ. 
lodge  any  mote  at  your  uncle  a  year  ia  fallen  to  him;  and  she 
Antony's;  and  hae  even  taken  up  haa,  moreover,  asanacknowtedg- 
with  incoDvenieot  lodgings,  till  he  jment  of  his  good  behaviour  to  her, 
isproTidedwithotherBtohismind.  left  him  all  she  was  worth,  which 
This  very  much  concerns  them;  was  very  considerable, a  few lega- 
and  they  repent  their  violent  cies  excepted  to  herown  relations, 
treatment  of  nim :  and  the  more,  These  good  men  are  uniformlT 
asbeisresolved,  hesaya,  tomakelgood^  indeed  could  not  else  h 
you  his  sole  executrix ,  and  heir  to  |  good ;  and  never  fare  the  worsBi 


is  fortune. 
What  noble  fortunes  still,  my 
dearest  young  lady ,  await  you;  I 
ara  thoroughly  convinced,  if  it 
please  God  to  preserve  your  life 
and  your  health ,  that  everybody 
will  Boon  be  reconciled  to  you, 
and  that  you  will  see  many  happy 

Your  mother  wished  me  not  to 
attend  you  as  yet,  because  she 
hopes  that  I  may  give  myself  that 
pleasure  soon  with  every  body's 
good  liking,  and  even  at  their 
desire.  Tour  cousin  Morden's  re- 
conciliation with  them,  which  they 
are  very  deairons  o^  I  am  ready  to 
hope,  will  include  theirs  with  you, 

Batif  that  should  happen,  which 
I  BO  much  dread,  and  1  not  with 
you,  I  should  never  forgive  my- 
self. Let  me,  therefore,  my  dear- 
eat  young-  lady,  desire  you  to 
command  my  attendance,  if  j[on 
find  any  danger,  and  if  you  wish 
me  peace  of  mind;  and  no  consi- 
deration shall  withhold  me. 

I  hear  that  Miss  Howe  haa  ob- 
tained leave  from  her  mother  to 
see  you ;  and  intends  ne\t  week  to 

1  to  town  for  that  purpose;  and 
J  it  is  believed)  to  buj;  clothes 
.jr  her  approaching  nnptiala. 
Me.  Hiekm^B  mother- La-law  Lb 


torbeingso.  Alltheworld agrees, 
he  will  make  that  fine  young  ladf 
an  excellent  husband:  and  I  ant' 
sorry  they  are  not  as  mnch  agreed 
in  her  making  him  an  eicelleal 
wife.  But  I  hope  a  woman  of  her 
principle  a  would  not  enconragS 
fits  address,  if,  whether  she  at  piB^ 
scntlove  bin)  or  not,  shethougU 
she  could  nnf  love  him;  of  if  shS 
preferred  any  other  man  to  faim. 

Mr,  Pocock  undertakes  to  de-^ 
liverthia;  but  fears  it  wiU  be  Ssi; 
turday  night  first,  if  not  Sunday 
morning. 

May  the  Almighty  protect  an( 
bless  youl—  I  long  to  see  yon  — 
my  dearest  young  lady ,  I  long  VL 
see 'you;  and  to  fold  yon  one* 
more  to  my  fond  heart.  I  dare  to 
say,  happy  days  are  coming.  B^ 
but  cheer^l.     Give  way  to  hop& 

Whether  for  this  world,  or  the 
other,  you  must  be  happy.  Wisbi 
to  live,  however,  were  it  only  bat 
cause  you  are  bo  well  fitted  it 
mind  to  make  every  one  happ| 
who  has  the  honour  to  know  you 
What  signifies  this  transitoi:]! 
eclipse?  You  are  as  near  pei^ 
fection,  by  all  I  have  heard,  aaf 
any  creature  in  this  world  can  bet 
for  here  is  your  glory  —  yon  arc 
brightened  and  purified ,  aa  1  maj 
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longtoRear  your  wEole  sad,  yet 
inatructive,  story  from  your  own 
lips! 

For  Miss  Howe'a  sake,  who,  in 
her  new  engagements  win  so  much 
want  you;  for  your  cousin  Mor- 
dea'a  sake,  for  jour  mother's  sake, 
if  I  mnat  go  no  farther  ia  your 
femily;  and  yet  1  can  say,  foral! 
their sakes;  andfotmy  Eake,  my 
dearest  Miss  Clary ;  let  your  re- 
■luned  and  accuEtomed  magnani- 
mity bear  you  up.  You  have 
■  ly  things  to  do  which  I  know 
the  person  who  will  do ,  if  you 
leave  us. 

Join  your  prayers  then  to  mine, 
that  God  will  spare  you  to  a  world 
thatwants  you  and  your  example^ 
ftnd,  although  yoiir  days  may 
leem  to  have  been  numbered,  who 
[SOWS  but  that,  with  the  eood 
ihSg  Hesekiali,  you  may  have 
"*iem  prolonged  ?  Which  God 
rant,  if  itbehis  blessed  will,  to 
le  prayers  of 

Your 
JuniTH  Norton. 

LBTTBIl  XCIS. 


The  lady  would  not  read  the 
Btter  she  had  from  Mrs.  Norton, 
m  she  had  received  the  com- 
Brauion,  for  fear  it  might  contain 
Uiy  thine  that  might  disturb  that 
kftppy  cmm,  whieh  she  had  been 
BndeaTOiirinKtoohtaiiiforit.  And 
'hen  that  solemn  office  was  over, 
ie  was  BO  composed,  she  said, 
jat  she  thought  she  oouldroceivc 
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any  news,  however  affecting,  with 
tranquillity. 

Nevertheless,  in  reading  it,  she 
was  forced  to  leave  off  several 
times  through  weakness  and  a 
dimnesB  in  her  sight ,  of  which  she 
complained;    if  1  may  say  cnm- 

£hiaied;  for  so  easy  and  soft  were 
er  complaints,  that  they  could 
hardly  he  called  such. 

She  was  very  much  affected  at 
divers  parto  of  this  letter.  She 
wept  several  times ,  and  sighed 
often.  Mrs.  Lovick  told  me ,  that 
these  were  the  gentle  exclama- 
tions she  broke  out  into,  as  she 
read;  —  Her  unkind,  her  atiel  Sro- 
Iher!  —  //owuQsiBterly!  —  Pimr 
liearwoman!  seeming  to  speak  of 
Mrs.  Norton.  Her  kind  cousin  I  — 
O  these  flaming  spirils!  And  then 
reflecting  upon  herself  more  than 
once  —  iVhal  a  deep  error  in  mine.' 
—  JVhat  evils  have  I  been  the  ac- 

When  I  was  admitted  to  her 
presence,  I  have  received,  said 
she ,  a  long  and  not  very  pleasing 
letter  from  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton. 
It  will  soon  be  in  your  bands.  I 
am  advised  against  appointiug 
you  to  the  office  you  have  so  kind- 
ly accepted  of:  but  you  must  re- 
sentnothing  of  these  things.  My 
choice  will  have  no  odd  appearance 
to  them:  but  it  is  now  too  late  to 
alterit,  if  I  would. 

I  woidd  fain  write  an  answer  to 
it,  continued  she:  but  I  have  no 
distinct  sight,  Mr.  Belford,  no 
steadiness  of  fingers  —  this  mis- 
tineas  however,  will  perhaps  be 
gone  hy-aad-by.  _  Then  turning 
to  Mrs.  Lovick,!  doirtt.t^'t.VttSQ. 
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dity  pain  —  no  Dumbnesses;  no 
BignB  of  immeiliale  death,  I  think. 

—  And  my  hreath ,  which  used  of 
lute  to  be  HO  shprt,  is  now  tolerable 

—  my  head  clear,  my  intellects 
ftee^  I  think  I  cannot  be  dying 
yet — I  shall  havosgouies,Idoubt 

—  life  will  not  give  up  so  blessed- 
ly easy,  1  fear  —  yet  how  merciful 
is  the  Almighty,  to  give  his  poor 
creature   such  a  sweet  sereuity  1 

—  'Tis  what  I  have  prayed  for! 

—  What  encouragement ,  Mrs. 
Lovick,  BO  near  one's  dissolution, 
to  have  it  to  hope,  that  one's 
prayeiB  are  answered! 

Mrs.  Smith,  as  well  as  Mrs. 
Iioviek,  was  with  her.  They  were 
both  in  tears ;  nor  had  1,  any  more 
than  they ,  power  to  say  a  word  in 
aiuwer;  yetshespokeall this,  as 
well  as  what  follows,  with  a  sur- 
prising composure  of  mind  and 
countenance. 

But,  Mr.  fielford,  said  she,  as- 
suming a  still  sprightlier  air  and 
accent,  let  mc  talk  a  little  to  you, 
while  I  am  thus  able  to  say  what  I 
have  to  say. 

Mrs.  Loviofc ,  don't  leave  us  (for 
the  women  were  rising  to  go)  — 
'  pray  sit  down;  and  do  you,  Mrs. 
Smith,  sit  down  too.  —  Dame 
Shelboume,  take  this  key,  and 
open  that  upper  drawer,  I  will 
move  to  it. 


is  witnessed  by  three  persons  ol 
Mr.  Smith's  acquaintance. 

I  dare  to  hope,  that  my  eouain 
Mordea  will  give  you  asaistancCj 


:  but  as  I  have  not  seen '»tn,  I 
leave  all  the  trouble  upon  ynu,  Mr. 
Belford.  This  deed  mar  want 
forms;  auditifoes,  nodouDt:  but 
the  less,  as  I  have  my  grand- 
father's will  almost  by  heart,  and 
have  oflai  enovoh  heard  thai 
oanvassed.  1  will  lay  it  by  itsaK 
t;  putting  it  at  the 
farther  end  of  the  drawer. 

She  then  took  up  a  parcel  of  let- 
ters, inclosed  iu  one  cover,  scaled 
with  three  seals  of  black  i 
This,  said  she,  I  sealed  np 
night.    Thecover,  sir,  will  let  JOB 
know  what  is  to  be  done  with  what'. 
it  incloses.    This  is   the  ni] 
ECription  [holding  it  close  tg 
eyes,  andrubbingthem};  Am 
""  /  am  cerlainly  dead,  this  l» 
lie  iijien  In  Mr.  Belford.  — HerSj 
,  Iputit[placbgitbythewi]^ 
These  folded  papers,  are  let- 
's and  copies  of  letters,  dispowdi 
wording  to  their  dates.      "'^ 
Howe  wlU  do  with  those  a_ 
she  shall  think  fit     If  Ire- 
3  any  more,   or  more  codM' 
whenlcannotreceive them,  tiiCT 
may  be  put  into  this  drawer  Fpoll' 
out  and  pushing  in  the  look- 
^-^ass  drawer]  to  be  given  to 
Mr.  Belford,  be  they  from  who" 
they  will.     You'll  be  so  kind  a*' 
observe  llial,    Mrs.  Loviek  ai 
dame  !jh  el  bourne. 

Here,  sir,  proceeded  she,  Ipnt 
the  keys  of  my  apparel  [putting 
them  into  the  drawer  with  her 
papers].  All  is  in  order,  and  th« 
mveolory  upon  them,  andnus^ 
count  of  what  I  have  disposed  of: 
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r   BO  that  nobody  neod  to  ask  Mrs.  charity,proceeded3lie.  And  turn- 
Smith  nny  questioua.  ingtuwards  the  womi'ii,  Don't  be 

There  will  be  no  immediate  so  mnch  concerned  for  me,  my 
need  to  open  or  inspect  the  trunks 'good  Iriends.  This  ia  all  but 
which  contain  my  wearing iappa-:ueedFul  preparation;  and  I  shall 
reL  Mra.  Norton  will  open  them,  be  very  happy, 
orordersomebody  to  doit  forher,!  Then  again  rubbing  her  eyes, 
in  your  presence,  Mrs.  LoTick;|which  she  said  were  misty,  and 
for  BO  I  have  directed  in  my  will.  I  looking  more  intently  round  opon 
They  may  be  sealed  up  now:  I  each,  particularly  on  me  —  God 
shall  never  more  have  occasion  to!  bless  you  alll  saidshe;  how  kindly 
open  them.  i  are  you  concerned  for  me!  —  Who 

She  then,  tbongbl  expostulated  1  says,  lam  friendless?  Who  says, 
with  her  to  the  contrary,  causedjl  am  abandoned,  and  among 
me  to  seal  them  up  with  my  seaL  strangers?  —  G-ood  Mr.  Belford, 

Afterthiashelockcd  thedrawerjdon't  beao  jeijwnu,'/^  humanel  — 
vhere  were  her  papers^  lirst  tak- 1  Indeed  [putting  her  handkerchief 
ing  otither  book  of  meilitadoim ,  aa\to  her  charming  eyes]  you  will 
Bhecalledit;  saying.  She  should, jmake  me  less  happy,  than  I  am 
perhaps,  have  use  for  that;  and ;  sure  you  wish  m 


then  desired  me  to  take  the  key 
of  that  drawer;  for  she  should 
have  no  further  occasion  for  that 
neither. 

All  this 
cheerful  a  manner ,  that 
«C|ually  surprised    and   affected 

You  can  witness  for  me,  Mrs, 
Smith,  and  so  can  you,  Mra, 
Lovick,  proceeded  she,  if  any  one 
aak  after  my  lifeandconversalion, 
BiDCeyon  have  known  me,  that  I 
have  been  very  orderly;  havekept 
good  honrs;  and  never  have  lain 
out  of  your  house  but  when  I 
in  prison;  and  then  you  know  I 
could  not  help  it. 

O,  Lovelacel   that  thou  hadat 
lieard    her,    or    seen    her,    ui 
known  to  herself ,  outliisoccasioi 
B  could  speak 
I  word. 

.  lahallleavetheworldinperfeot 


thus  Holemnly 

igaged,  a  servant  came  with  a 

letter  irom  her  cousin  Morden:  >- 

Then,  said  she,  he  is  not  come 

„iri 

ihe  broke  it  open;  but  every 
line,  she  said,  appcaredtwoto  her: 
BO  that,  being  unable  to  read  it 
herself,  she  desired  I  would  read 
r.  I  did  so;  and  wiabed  it 
ore  consolatory  to  her:  but 
all  patient  attention;  tears, 
however,  often  trickling  down  her 
cheeks.  Bythedate,  itwaswritten 
yesterday;  and  this  ia  the  sub- 
stance of  it. 

He  tells  her,  "That  the  Thurs- 
day before  he  had  procured  a  ge- 
neral meeting  of  her  principal  rela- 
tions, at  her  father's;  though  not 
without  difficulty,  her  haughty 
brother  opposing  it,  and,  when 
mot,  rendering  all  his  endeavours 
M  reconcile  th  emto  hev  vafc'S.ftcfcM^. 
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IJe  censureB  him,  as  tbe  most 

fovemabte  young  nia.ii  he  ever 
Dew:  some  great  sickneaB,  he 
Bays,  some  heavy  miBfortune,  i* 
wauted  to  brine  liitn  to  a  know- 
ledge of  himaeLF,  and  what  is  due 
from  him  to  others ;  and  lie  wiehee 
thuthe  wiirenot'tifr  brother,  and 
hit  cousin.  Not  does  he  spare  her 
father  and  uncles  for  being  im- 
pUcitlj  led  hy  him." 

He  tells  her,  '■That  he  parted 
with  them  all  iu  high  diapleaaure, 
and  thought  never  more  to  darken 
any  of  their  doors:  thathedecluredf 
as  much  to  her  two  uncles,  who 
came  to  him  on  Saturday,  to  try 
to   accommodate  with  him;   and 


■;  aiMTOEV  oi' 


uotnithataudiug  tbetr  pressing 
entreaties,  hedetcrminitd  so  to  do, 
and  not  to  go  with  them  to  Uar- 
lowe  Place,  or  to  either  of  their 
own  houses;  and  accordingly 
dismiBsed    them    with    such    an 

"But  that  ter  noble  tetter,"  as 
he  calls  it,  "of  Aug.  31*,  being 
brought  him  about  an  hour  after 
their  departure,  he  thought  it 
might  a^ct  them  as  much  hs  it  did 
him;  and  give  them  the  exalted 
opinion  of  her  virtue  which  was  so . 
well  deserved;  he  therefore  turned 
his  horse's  head  back  to  her  uncle 
AutoDv's,  instead  of  forward  to- 
wards Londou. 

"That  accordingly  arriving 
there,  aud  finding  her  two  nudes 
together,  he  read  to  them  tbe|i 
aS^tins  letter;  which  left  uoae 
of  the  three  a  dry  eye;  that  the 
-  SeaLoUnJuiLTll. 


absent,  as  is  usual  in  sue 
hearing  all  the  load,  they 
her  brother  and  sister;  and  be- 
sought liiu  to  put  off  his  journni 
to  town,  till  he  could  cany  wiB^ 
him  the  blesBings  which  she  •— "^ 
formerly  in  vain  solicited  for; 
(as  they  hoped)  the  happy  t' ' 
of  ageueral  reconciliation.  ■ 

"That  not  doubting  but  his  nnti 
would  be  the  more  welcometohei^ 
if  these  good  ends  could  be  ob- 
tained, he  the  more  readUy  cwt- 
plied  with  their  desires.  But  not 
being  willing  to  subject  himseUlO 
tbe  poEsibtlity  of  receiving  &ali 
insults  from  her  brother,  he  h&d 
ffiveu  her  uncles  a  copy  of  Iw 
lettfiT,  for  the  family  to  assembll- 
upon;  aud  desired  to  know,  ii 
soon  as  possible,  the  result  of  tbd) 
deliberations. 

"lie  tells  her,  that  he  shall bouj 
her  up  the  accounts  relating  '' 
tbe  produce  of  her  grand&l£e 
estate,  and  adjust  them  with  III 
having  actually  iu  his  hands  t 
arrears  duo  to  her  fro m  it. 

"He  highly  applauds  the  nohlB 
,  manner  in  which  she  resents  yoOT 
usageofber.  Itis  impossible, hfr 
:  owns,  that  you  can  either  desent 
her,  or  to  be  forgiven.  Buta«yOi 
do  justice  to  her  virtue,  »nd  «& 
to  make  her  all  the  reparation  bdi 
I  in  your  power;  aud  as  she  is  • 
very  earnest  with  himnottorw 
that  usage ;  and  declares,  thatyoi 
could  not  have  been  the  author  <" 
.her  calamities  but  tbrougti 
Btiauge  eoncurreuce  of  untjiu)! 
causes ;  and  as  he  is  not  at  a  lo 
to  know  how  to  place  to  a  projl 
.  accuunf  Utat  strange  concurieuW 
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desires  her  not  to  be  apprehen- 1  the  moment  he  knows  the  resnlt  of 
sire  of  Aay  vindictive  raeaaures  herfaiiulj'Bdeteiiiiinatioii;irhich, 
from  him.  he  doubts  not,  will  be  favourable. 

"Nevertheless"  (as  maybe  ei-JNor  will  he  wait  long  for  that" 
pected)  "heinveighaagainslyou;;      When   I   had   read   the  letter 

■     "    ■■      ■  ..  _!. —  ..^  through  to  the  Iftnguisbiag  lady, 


aa  he  finds,  that  she  gave  you 
advantage  over  her.  But  he  for- 
beara  to  enter  further  into  this 
subject,  he  says,  till  he  has  the 
honour  to  see  her;  and  the  rather, 
as  she  seems  so  much  determined 
agatDst  you.  However,  he  cannot 
but  say,  that  he  thinks  you  a 
gallant  man,  and  aman  of  sense; 
and  that  you  have  the  reputation 
of  being  thought  a  generous  man 
in  every  instance  but  where  the 
aei  is  concerned.  In  gurJi,  he 
owns,  that  you  have  taken  inex- 
cusable liberties.  And  he  is  sorry 
to  say,  that  there  are  very  few 
young  men  of  fortune  but  who 
allow  themselves  in  the  same. 
Both  sexes,  he  observes ,  too  much 
love  to  have  each  other  in  their 
power;  yet  he  hardly  ever  knew 
manor  woman,  who  was  very  fond 
of  power,  make  a  right  use  of  it. 

"If  she  be  so  absolutely  deter- 
mined against  marrying  you,  as 
she  declares  she  is.  he  hopes,  he 
says,  to  prevail  upon  her  to  take 
(as  soon  as  her  health  will  permit) 
a  little  tour  abroad  with  him,  as 
what  will  probably  establish  it; 
since  travelling  is  certainly  the 
best  physic  for  all  those  disorders 
wbicb  owe  their  rise  to  grief  or 
disappointment.  An  absence  of 
two  or  three  years  will  endear  her 
to  every  one,  on  her  return,  and 


e  will  set  out ,  be  says 


"Hee. 


And  so,  my  friends,  said  she,  have 
I  heard  of  a  patient  who  actually 
died,  while  five  or  six  principal 
physicians  were  in  a  consultation, 
and  not  agreed  upon  what  name 
to  give  his  distemper.  The  patient 
was  an  emperor,  Uie  Emperor  Jo- 
seph, 1  think. 

1  asked,  if  I  should  write  to  her 
cousin,  aa  he  knew  not  how  ill  she 
was,  to  hasten  up? 

By  no  means,  she  said ;  since,  if 
he  were  not  already  set  out,  she 
was  persuaded  that  she  should  be 
so  low  by  the  time  he  could  receive 
my  letter,  and  come,  that  his  pre- 
sence would  but  discompose  and 
hurry  her,  and  afflict  him. 

I  hope,  however,  she  is  uot  so 
very  near  her  end.  And  without 
saymgany  more  to  her,  when  I 
retired,  I  wrotetoColonelMorden, 
that  if  he  expects  to  see  his  beloved 
cousin  alive,  he  must  lose  no  time 
in  setting  oat.  I  sent  this  letter 
by  his  own  servant. 

Dr.H.  sent  awayJwIetter  to  her 
father  by  a  particular  hand  this 


Mrs.  Walton ,  the  milliner,  has 
also  just  now  acquainted  Mrs. 
Smith,  that  her  husband  had  a 
letter  brought  by  a  special  mes- 
senger, from  parsonBrand,  within 
this  half  hour,  inclosing  the  copy 
of  one  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Jonn 
Harlowe,   recanting   his  ofBcious 


r 


258 


TBE  BOSTOEr  OP 


And  SA  all  these,  and  the  copy 
of  the  lady's  letterto  Col.  Morden, 
will  be  nith  Ibem  pretty  much  at 
a.  time,  the  devil's  lo  the  family  il 
they  are  not  struck  with  aremorse 
that  shaU  burst  open  the  double- 
barred  doors  of  tbeir  hearts. 

Will  engages  to  reach  you  with 
this  (late  as  it  will  be)  before  you 
goto  rest.  He  begs  that  I  will 
testify  for  him  the  cout  and  the 
minute  I  shall  give  it  him.  It  is 
just  half  an  bout  after  ten, 

1  pretend  to  be  (now  by  use)  the 
swiftest  shorthand  writer  in  Eng- 
land, next  to  yourself.    But  wt 
matter  to  arise  every  hour  to.  wr 
upon,  and  I  had  nothing  else 
do,  I  cannot  write  so  fast  as  y_  _ 
expect.  And  let  it  be  remembered, 
that  your  servanta  cannot  bring 
letters  or  messages  before  they 
are  written  or  sent. 

J.  Bblfob 


If  1  may  judge  of  the  hearts  of 
other  parents  by  my  own,  I  do  not 
dottbt  but  you  will  take  it  well 
bo  informed,  that  you  have  yet 
opportunity  to  save  yourself  a 
family   ^eat   future   regret,    by 
dispatchmg  hither  some  one  of  "' 
with  your  last  blessing,  and  yt .._ 
lady's  to  the  most  eicwlent  other 


I  hare  some  reason  to  believe, 
sir,  that  she  has  been  represented 
to  you  in  a  very  different  light 
from  the  true  one.  And  this  it  ' 
tliat  induces  me  to  acquaint  yc  _, 
tiiai  I  tbmk  her,  ou  the  test 


grounds,  absolutely  irreproach' 
able  in  all  hei-  conduct  wlueh  hSB 
passed  under  my  eye,  or  come  to 
my  ear;  and  that  her  very  mbfor- 
tuiics  are  made  glorious  to  hei^ 
and  honourable  to  all  that  are  r« 
luted  to  her,  by  the  use  she  hM 
madeofthem;  and  by  thepatieuet 
and  resignation  with  which  sM 
supports  nerself  in  a  painful,  li» 

fenng,  aod  dispiriting  decay  lasi 
T  the  greatness  of  mind  witi 
which  she  views  her  approadunj 
dissolution.  And  all  this  but 
proper  motives;  from  motives  il 
which  a  dying  saint  might  gloi^ 

She  knows  not  that  1  virite. 
must  indeed  acknowledge,  that 
ofteredtodoBD  somedaysagc     ~ 
that  very  pressiuelj:  nor  dii 
refuse  me  from  obatinacj-  - 
seems  not  to  know  what  that  % 
—  but  desired  me  to  forbear  &a 
two  days  only,  in  hopes  thsthfl 
uewly-arrived  cousin,  who,  asabl 
heard,    was   soliciting    for    he 
would  be  able  to  succeed  in  b 
favour. 

I  hope  I  shail  not  be  thought  an 
officious  man  on  this  occasion;  bi^ 
if  I  am,  I  cannot  help  it;  I  "  _ 
driven  to  write^  bv  a  Kind  of  JM* 
renlal  and  irresistible  impulse. 

But ,  sir ,  whatever  you  think  fil 
to  do,  or  permit  to  be  done,  mnil 
be  speedily  done;  for  she  cannoU 
I  verily  think,  live  a  week;  an! 
how  long  of  that  short  space  si 
may  enjoyber  admirable  intellectl 
to  take  comfort  in  the  favoun  yo* 
may  think  proper  to  confer  upoB 
ber,  cannot  be  said.  1  am.  Sib, 
Your  moat  humble  servant, 
H.H. 


CLARISSA  HAUL  OWE. 


Tarn  urgencj  of  the  case,  and 
the  opportunity  by  your  servant, 
will  Bufiiciently  apofogize  for  this 
troahle  from  a  stranger  to  your 
person;  who,  however,  is  not  a 
stranger  to  yonr  merit. 

I  understand  you  are  employ- 
ing your  good  offices,  with  the 
parents  of  MissClarissft  Uarlowe, 
and  other  relations,  to  reconcile 
them  to  the  most  meritorious 
daughter  and  kinswoman  that 
ever  family  had  to  boast  of. 

Generously  as  this  ia  intended 
by  you,  we  here  have  too  much 
reason  to  think  all  your  aolici- 
todea  on  this  head  will  be  un- 
necessary: for  it  is  tlie  opinion  of 
every  one  who  has  the  honour  of 
being  admitted  to  her  preseoce, 
that  she  cannot  live  over  three 
days:  so  that  if  you  wish  to  see 
her  alive,  you  must  lose  no  time  to 
come  up. 

She  knows  not  that  I  write.  1 
had  done  it  sooner,  if  1  had  had 
the  least  doubt  that  before  now 
dhe  would  not  have  received  from 
yon  some  news  of  the  happy 
effects  of  your  kind  mediation  in 
bar  behalf.    I  am,  Sm, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  BeLI'OBD. 
Il*  LETTER  Cn. 


Dibrlilse,  Tnead.nioni.  bolwoon<  "nd  5. 
Ahd  can  it  be ,  that  this  admir- 
able creature  will  so  soon  leave 
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this  cursed  world!  Tor  cursed  I 
shall  think  it,  and  more  cursed 
myself, whensheia gone.  0,Jack! 
tbouwbo  canst  sit  so  cool,  and, like 
Addison's  angel ,  (fi'recf,  and  even 
eit/iM/,  thestorm,thattearsupmy 
happiness  by  the  roots;  blame  me 
not  for  my  impHtience,  however 
unreasonable !  If  thou  knewest, 
that  already  I  feel  the  torments  of 
the  damned,  in  the  remorse  that 
wrings  my  heart ,  on  looking  back 
upon  my  paat  actions  by  her, 
lliou  wouldst  not  be  the  devil  thou 
art,  to  halloo  on  a  worrying  con- 
science, which,  without  thy  merci- 
less aggravations,  is  altogether 
intolerable, 

I  know  not  what  1  write,  nor 
what  I  would  write.  When  the 
company  that  used  to  delight  me 


neither  help  nor  divert  myself, 
must  not  every  servant  about  me 
partake  in  a  perturbation  so  sin- 
Shall  I  give  thee  a  faint  picture 
of  the  horrible  uneasiness  with 
which  my  mind  struggles?  And 
faint  indeed  it  must  be;  for  no- 
thing but  outrageous  madness 
COD  exceed  it;  and  thai  only  in 
the  apprehension  of  others;  since, 
as  to  the  sufferer,  it  is  certain, 
that  actual  distraction  (take  it 
out  of  its  lucid  intervals)  must  be 
an  infinitely  more  happy  state 
than  the  state  of  suspense  and 
anxiety,  which  often  brings  it  on. 

Forbidden  to  attend  the  dear 
creature ,  yet  longing  to  see  her,  I 
would  give  tiic  world  to  be  8,4- 
mitted  onoc  mona  \«\«t\iAti-s'"' 


''a<&ti-s«^^| 
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preaenee-  I  ride  towards  Loudon 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  re- 
aolviogjjwo  andcon,tweDtf  timea 
in  tiro  or  three  miles;  and  at  last 
ride  back;  and,  in  view  of  Ui- 
bridge,  loathing  even  the  kind 
friend,  and  hosjutable  house,  turn 
mj  horse's  head  again  towards 
the  town,  and  reaoive  to  gratify 
my  humour,  let  lier  take  it  as  she 
Will;  but,  at  the  very  entrance  of 
it,  after intiDitecanTassiiigs,  once 
more  alter  my  mind,  dreading  to 
offend  and  shock  her,  lest,  fay  that 
means ,  I  should  curtail  a.  life  so 
precious. 

Yesterday,  in  particular,  to 
give  you  an  idea  of  the  strength 
of  that  imijatience,  which!  cannot 
avoid  suffering  to  break  out  upon 
my  servants ,  1  h  ad  no  sooner  dis- 
patched Will,  than  I  took  horse 
to  meet  him  on  his  return. 

In  order  to  give  him  time,  1 
loitered  abont  on  the  road ,  riding 
up  iMs  lane  to  the  one  highway, 
down  thai  to  the  other,  just  as  my 
horse  pointed;  all  the  way  curaing 
my  very  being;  and  ihoiigh  so 
lately  looking  duwn  upon  all  the 
world,  wishing  to  change  condi- 
tionB  with  the  poorest  beggar  that 
cried  to  me  for  charity  as  I  rode 
by  him  —  and  throwing  him 
money,  in  hopes  to  obtain  Dj his 
prayers  the  blessing  my  heart 
pants  after. 

After  i  had  sauntered  about  an 
hour  or  two  (which  seeped  three 
or  four  tedious  ones)  fearing  I  had 
alipt  the  fellow,  1  inquired  at 
every  turnpike,  whether  a  servant 
in  Bucb  a  livery  had  not  passed 
"  jagb  in  iiis  retuiii  from  Lon- 


don, on  a  full  gallop;  forwoehai 
been  to  the  dog,  had  I  met  him  oM 
a  elug^sh  trotl  And  lest  I  shoula 
miss  liim  at  one  end  of  Kensing'' 
ton,  as  he  might  take  either  tS| 
Acton  or  Hammersmith  road;  i^^ 
at  the  other,  as  he  might  coo 
through  the  Park,  or  noti  hai 
mauy  score  times  did  I  ride  bade- 
wards  and  forwards  from  I' 
Palace  to  the  Gore,  making  n 
self  the  shbject  of  obaervstioD  ti 
all  passengers,  whetber  on  bond 
hack  or  on  foot;  who,  no  doubt 
wondered  to  see  a  well-dreuei 
and  well-mounted  man,  aomelimfl 
ambling,  sometimes  prancing  (al 
the  beast  had  more  fire  than  hti 
master)  backwards  and  forwar^l 
in  so  short  ft  compass! 

Yet  all  this  time,  though  lonj 
ing  to  espy  the  fellow,  did 
dread  to  meet  him ,  lest  he  shoul 
be  charged  with  fatal  tidings. 

When  at  distance  I  saw  tuf 
man  galloping  towards  me,  o 
resemolance-rormiag  fancy  ii 
mediately  made  it  to  be  him;  U 
then  my  heart  bounded  to  i 
mouth,  as  if  it  would  ha 
choaked  me.  But  when  the  p<- 
aon's  nearer  approach  undeceiTH 
me,  bow  did  1  curse  the  varlet!) 


pistol  at  the  stranger,  forhavin 
the  impudence  to  gallop;   whic 
ought 
tod«I 


the  impudence  to  gallop;  w 
none  but  my  messenger,  Itfioii 
had  either  right  or  reason  to 
For  all  the  business  of  the  worii 
I  am  ready  to  imagine,  ahonld 
stand  still  on  an  occasion  so  mfr 
lancholy  and  so  interesting  to  ina> 
.Nay,  for  this  week  post,  Looul 


Ient  the  (broat  cf  Adj  man  or: 
unHnoD  I  see  laugh ,  while  I  am  in ' 
loch  dejection  ot  mind.  { 

:  I  am  now  convinced  that  the 
Iwetchea  who  fly  from  a  heavy 
acene,  labour  under  ten  timeB 
more  distresa  in  the  interniediate 
Buspenae  atidapprebeiieion,  than 
they  could  have,  were  they  pre- 
■ent  at  it,  and  to  see  and  know 
the  worst:  go  capable  is  fancy  or 
itnagination ,  the  more  immediate 
offspring  of  the  bouI,  to  outgo 
fwJt,  let  the  subject  be  eilher 
joyous  or  grievous, 

Andbegce,  aslconceire,  it  is, 
that  all  pleasures  are  greater  in 
the  fft^ctalion,  or  in  the  refl^clion. 
ttum  in  fruiliuii;  as  all  pains, 
which  presB  heavy  upon  both 
parte  01  that  unequal  union  by 
«riiieh  frail  mortality  holds  its 
precarious  tenure,  are  ever  most 
Bcatein  the  timeof  suSerine;;  for 
hoff  easy  sit  upon  the  reflecliim 
tbe  heaviest  misfortunes,  when 
Bunnounted!  —  But  most  easy,  I 
confess,  those  in  which  body  has 
more  concern  than  soul.  This, 
however,  is  a  point  of  philosophy 
1  have  neither  time  nor  bead  juat 
now  to  weigh :  so  take  it  as  it  falls 
&om  a  madinan's  pen. 


CLARISSA  IIARLOWE. 


bowels,  if  it  turn  not  against  my 


could  not  be  lent  to  be  so  booh  de- 
manded back  again  I 

But  may  it  not  be,  that  thou, 
Belford,  art  in  a  plot  with  tbe 
dea[  creature  (who  will  not  let  me 
attend  her  to  convince  myself)  in 
order  to  work  up  my  soul  to  the 
deepest  remorse:  and  that,  when 
she  is  couvinceu  of  the  sincerity 
of  my  penitence,  and  when  my 
mind  is  made  such  wax,  as  to  be 
fit  to  take  what  impression  she 
pleases  to  give  it,  she  will  then 
raise  me  up  with  the  joyful  tidings 
of  her  rettirning  health  aad  ac- 
ceptance of  me  I 

What  would  1  give  to  have  it 
80 1  And  when  the  happiness  of 
hundreds,  as  well  as  tbe  peace  and 
reconciliation  of  several  eminent 
families,  depend  upon  her  restora- 
tion and  happiness ,  why  should  it 


Woe  be  to  either  of  the  wrctcheH 
wbo  aball  bring  me  tbe  fatal  news  how 
th»t  she  is  no  more  I     Fori 
too  likely  that  a  shriek- 
hated  will  never  whoot 


But  let  me  presume  it  will.  Let 
e  indulge  my  former  hope,  how- 
■er  improbable  —  Iinill;  anden- 
■■  ■  And  let  me  tell  thee 
delight  would  be 


the  unravelling  of  such  a  plot 
this  I 
Do,  dear  Belford,  let  it  be  sc 


again:  unless  theshock,  thatwill  And,  0,  my  dearest,  and  ever 
probablydisorder  my  whole  frame  dear  Clarissa ,  keep  me  no  longer 


Meadymg  my  hand)  shall  divert  suffer  a  thousand  times  more  than, 
ny  aim  from  bia  bead,  heart,  or  ererlmadeXb&^eo.'S.eit.  '^cn^^.^x.    . 


2fi2 


THE  nTSTOnv  0 


ir  recede 


thou  that  I  wUlreaent 
on  an  edaircifisemest  so  desi-j 
rable;  for  I  will  adore  thee  for 
ever,  and,  nitliout  reproachiagl 
thee  for  the  pangs  thou  hast  tor- 
tured me  with,  confess  thee  asl 
much  my  superior  in  noble  and 
generous  contriTEiiices,  as  thou 
art  in  virtne  and  honour 

But,  once  more  —  should  the 
worst   happen 

that  worst  ia  — -  and  I  am  gone 
from  this  bated  island  —  gone  for 
ever  —  and  may  eternal  — but  I 
am  crazed  already  —  and  will 
therefore  conclude  my  a  elf, 

Thine  more  than  mine  own, 
[And  no  great  compliment 
neither,) 

R,L. 


U  Whbn   I   read    yours    of   this 

morning,  I  could  not  help  pitying 
yon  for  the  account  you  give  of 
the  dreadful  anxiety  and  suspense 
you  labour  under.  I  wish  from 
my  heart  all  were  to  end  as  you 
are  ao  willing  to  hope:  butitwill 
not  be;  andyonrsuapense,  iftbe 
worst  jiart  of  your  torment,  as  you 
say  it  is,  will  soon  be  over;  but, 
alas!  ina  way  you  wish  not. 

1  attended  the  lady  Just  now. 
She  ifl  exti'cmely  ill:  yet  ia  she 
aimine  at  an  anawer  to  her  Nor- 
whieh  she  began 
yesterday  in  ber  own  chamber, 
and  has  written  a  good  deal:  but 
>  A  baud  not  like  iier  own  ian  i 


one,    as  Mrs.  Lovick  lells  i 
but  much  larger,    and  the  linSI 
crooked.  : 

I  I  have  accepted  of  the  offer  o| 
a  room  adjoiuing  to  the  widow 
Lovick's,  till  I  see  how  matten 
go:  but  unknown  to  the  lady 
and  1  shall  go  home  every  nigbl 
forafew  houra,  1  would  notToM 
a  sentence  that  I  could  gain  fr 
lips  ao  instructive,  nor  the  i 
portunity  of  receiving  any  c( 
mand  from  her,  for  an  estate. 

lu  this,  my  new  apartment,  ] 
now  write,  and  shall  contiimeta 
write,  as  occasion  offers,  that! 
may  be  the  more  circuBistantiati 
but  I  depend  upon  the  return  t 
my  lettera ,  or  copies  of  them,  a 
demand,  that  I  may  have  tqgethe 
all  that  relates  to  tbia  a^cti 
story;  which  I  shall  re-peruaewi 
melancholy  pleasure  to  the  end  0 
my  life. 

1  think  I  will  send  thee  Brandt 
letter  to  Mr.  John  Harlowe,  . 
canting  his  base  sunniseB.    It  i 
matchless  piece  of  pedantry:  Ouv, 
may  perhaps  a  little   divCTt  UiJ 
deep  chagrin :  some  time  hei 
leaatitmay,  if  not  now. 

What  wretched  creatures  art 
there  in  the  world !  What  strangely 
mixed  characters!  —  So  senBiUs 
and  so  silly  at  the  same  timet 
What  a  voriinis,   what   a  fooHAi 


Tbree  o'el 

The  lady  has  just  finished  hw 
letter,  and  has  entertained  Hrt,> 
Lovick,  Mra.  Smith,  and  me,  witi 

noble  discourse  on  the  ranitr 
and  brevity  of  life,  to  whiehl 


ftanot 


CLARISSA  EABLOWE. 


'or  her,  that,  ill  as  she  ia,  m 
lelleetH  are  not  half  bo  clea 

A  few  things  which  made  the 
Blrongest  impression  upon  me,  as 
veil  from  the  aentimenta  them- 
selvee,  as  from  her  manner  of  ut- 
Uring  them,  1  remember.  She 
btroduced  them  thus: 

1  lun  thinking,  said  she,  nhat  a 
gradual  and  happy  death  God 
Almighty  (bleBsealie  his  name) 
iBbrds  me!  Who  would  have 
UiDDght,  that,  Buffering  what  I 
hiye  suffered,  and  abandoned  as 
I  have  been,  with  such  a  tender 
education  as  I  have  bad,  I  should 
lie  so  long  a  dying!  —  Bui 
hnn  bj  little  and  little  it  has  ( 
to  this.  1 WB3  first  taken  otf  from 
\he  power  o(  walking:  then  I  took 
i  roach — a  coach  grew  too  violent 
M  exercise :  then  I  took  a  chair 
tbc  prison  was  a  large  nsi' 
8T«ii>E  upon  me  —  1  should  hi 
differed  longer  else!  —  Neit  I  was 
unable  to  go  to  clairch;  then  to  go 
«potiliiwn  slairt:  now  hardly  can 
moTe  from  one  niom  to  another: 
md  B  less  room  will  soon  hold  me. 
~My  eges  begin  to  fail  me,  bo 
(but  at  times  1  cannot  see  to  read 
distinctly;  and  now  1  can  hardly 
>rnie,  or  hold  a  pen.  —  Next,  I 
presume,  I  shall  know  nobody, 
not  be  able  to  thank  any  of  you; 
I  therefore  now  once  more  thank 


In  thank  yOD,  for  all  yonr  kind- 
»lo  me.  And  thus  by  little  and 
to|  in  Buch  a  gradual  sensible, 


death  as  I  am  blesaed  with.  God 


self. 

Thou  mayeatguesB  how  affected 
we  allwere  at  this  moving  account 
of  her  progressive  weakness.  We 
heard  it  with  wet  eyes,  for  what 
with  the  women's  example,  and 
what  with  her  moving  eloquence, 
I  could  no  more  help  it  than  they. 
But  we  were  silent  nevertheless; 
and  ahe  went  on,  applying  herself 

0,  Mr.  Belford!  This  is  a  poor 
traoaitory  life  in  ita  beat  enjoy- 
ments. We  flutter  about  here  and 
there,  with  all  our  vanities  about 
us,  like  painted  butterflioB,  for  a 
gay,  but  a  very  short  season,  till 
at  laat  we  lay  ourselves  down  in  a 
quiescent  state,  and  turn  into  vile 
worms;  and  who  knows  in  what 
form,or  to  what  condition  wo  shall 

I  wish  you  would  permit  me,  a 
young  creature,  just  turned  of 
nineteen  yeara  of  age,  blooming 
and  healthy  as  I  was  a  few  mouths 
ago,  now  nipt  by  the  cold  hand  of 
death,  to  influence  you,  in  iJiese  my 
last  liuiirs,  to  a  life  of  regular!^ 
and  repentance  for  any  past  evit 

Jou  may  have  been  guilty  of.  For, 
elieveme,  sir,  that  now,  in  this 


laudable,  itpardonahle,  at  our  own 
bar,  much  less  at  a  more  tremen- 
doua  one,  in  all  we  have  done,  or 
delighted  in,  even  in  a  life  not 
very  offensive  neitUw,  aa  lEe  ■ma.-j 
thinkl  —  Ougbl  we  tio^  "Oaea  «» 


r 


I 
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Hludy  in  our  full  rfaj,  before  the 
dark,  hours  approach ,  eo  to  live, 
as  may  ajFord  reflections  that  will 
soften  the  agooy  of  the  last  mo- 
ments when  they  come,  and  let  in 
upon  the  departing  soul  a,  raj  of 
divine  mercj  to  illuminate  its  pas- 
sage into  an  awfal  eternity  ? 

She  was  ready  to  faint,  and 
choosing  to  lie  down,  1  withdrew: 
I  need  not  say,  with  a  melancholy 
heart:  and  when  I  was  got  to  my 
new  taken  apartment,  my  heart 
was  still  more  affected  by  the 
sight  of  the  solemn  letter  the  ad- 
mirable lady  had  so  lately  finished. 
It  was  communicated  to  me  by 
Mrs.  Lovick;  who  had  it  to  copy 
for  me;  but  it  was  not  to  be  de- 
liaered  to  me  till  after  her  depar- 
ture. However,  I  trespaased  so 
far,  as  to  prevail  upon  the  widow 
to  let  me  takoacopyof  it;  which 
I  did  directly  in  character. 

I  send  it  inclosed.  Ifthoucanst 
read  it,  and  thy  heart  not  bleed  at 
thy  eyes,  thy  remorse  can  hardly 
be  90  deep  as  thou  hast  inclined 
me  to  think  it  is. 


[In, 


i-*] 


I  AH  afraid  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
write  all  that  is  upon  my  mind  to 
say  to  you  upon  the  subject  of 
your  last.     Yet  1  will  try. 

As  to  my  irieuds,  and  as  to  the 
sad  breakfasting,  1  cannot  help 


Ttiundar  follDWlng. 


dby 


being  afflicted  for  il^em.  What, 
alasf  has  not  my  mother,  in  par- 
ticular, suffered  by  my  rashuess! 

—  Tet  to  allow  bo  much  for  i 

—  so  little  for  a  daughter!  - 

me.  I  hope  they  will  bury  all  their 
resentments  in  my  grave. 

Aa  to  your  advice  in  relation  to  i 
Mr,  Belford,  let  me  onlf  say,  that 
the  unhappy  reprobation  I  have 
met  with,  and  my  short  time,must' 
be  my  apology  now.  —  I  wish  I 
could  have  written  to  my  motbet 
and  myuncles,  as  you  advise.  And 
yet,  J'avours  come  S"  slowly  from 

The  granting  of  one  request 
only  now  remains  aa  a  desirablfl 
one  from  them.  Which  never- 
theless, wheu  granted,  I  shall  not. 
be  seneihle  of.  It  is,  that  they  will 
be  pleased  to  permit  my  remai  " 
to  DO  laid  with  those  of  J-,.^ 
ancestors  —  placed  at  the  feet  <^ 
my  dear  grandfather,  as  I  havq 
mentioned  in  my  will.  This,  how 
ever,  as  they  please.  For,  aA«r 
all,  this  vile  body  ought  not  w 
much  to  engage  my  cares,  It  ii  a 
weaknesii  —  but  let  it  be  called  % 
natural  weakness,  and  I  Bbalt  b« 
excused;  especially  when  a  rever- 
ential gratitude  shall  be  known  ts 
be  the  foundation  of  it.  Youknow, 
my  dear  woman,  how  my  grand> 
father  loved  me.  And  you  knoir 
how  much  I  honoured  him,  ;  ■* 
that  from  my  very  infancy  to 
hour  of  his  death.  How  often 
since  have  I  wished,  that  he  had 
not  loved  me  so  welll 

I  wish  not  now ,  at  the  writing 
of  this,  to  see  eveu  my  a    -  '" 


I 
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Morden.  0,  my  blessed  woman 
Mf  dear  maternal  friend!  I  an 
eutering  apon  a  better  tour,  tbar 
to  Praaee  or  Italy  either!  —  Oi 
eren  than  to  settle  at  my  onci 
beloved  dairy-houae !  —  All  these 
prospects  and  pleasures,  wbich 
used  to  be  a o  agreeable  to  me 
health,  how  poor  seem  they  to 


Indeed,  indeed,  my  dt 

Norton,  laball  be  happyt  llcnow 
1  shall!  —  I  have  charming  fore- 
bodiues  of  happineae  oheadyf 


not  bear  the  punisbmeatB  I  have 
borne,  tfi  have  the  prospects  and 
asHurancea  I  rejoice  in!  — Assur- 
auces  1  might  nol  have  had,  were 
my  own  wishea  to  have  been 
granted  to  me ! 

Neither  do  I  want  Xo  see  even 
you,  my  dear  Mrs.  Norton,  Never- 
theless I  must,  in  JQStice  to  my 
«wD  gratitude,  declare,  that  there 
woe  a  time,  could  you  have  been 
permitted  to  come,  without  incar- 
ring  displeasure  from  those  whose 
esteem  it  is  necessary  for  you  to 
cultivate  and  preserve,  that  your 
presence  and  comfortinga  would 
have  been  balm  to  my  wounded 
Blind.  But  were  yon  now,  even  by 
consent,  and  with  re  conciliatory 
tidings,  to  come,  it  would  but  add 
to  your  grief;  and  the  sight  of  one 
Ibo  dearly  love,  so  happiTv  fraught 
iritb  good  news,  might  but  draw 
me  baxk  to  wishea  I  have  had 
sreat  straggles  to  get  above.  And 
\et  me  tell  you  for  your  comfort,' 
that  I  have  not  left  undone  anyi 
tiling  that  ought  to  be  done,  either ' 


respecting  mind  ot person;  no,  not 
to  the  minutest  preparation:  so  J 
that  nothing  is  left  lor  imt  to  do 
for  me.  Every  one  has  her  direc- 
tion as  to  the  last  offices.  —  And 
my  desk,  that  I  now  write  upon  — 
0!  mv  dearest  Mrs.  Norton,  all  is 
provided!  — All  is  ready!  And  all 
will  be  as  decent  as  it  should  be ! 

And  pray  let  my  Miss  Uowe 
know,  that  by  tlie  time  you  will  re- 
ceive this,  and  she  ymir  significa- 
tion of  the  contents  of  it,  it  will,  in 
all  probability^  be  too  late  for  W 
to  do  me  the  mestimable  favour, 
aa  I  should  once  have  thought  it, 
to  see  me.  Ood  will  haee  no  rivali 
in  the  hearts  of  Ikose  lie  sancti/tcn. 
By  various  methods  he  deaacna 
all  other  sensations,  or  rather  ab- 
sorbs them  all  in  the  love  of  him. 

I  shall  nevertheless  love  you, 
my  mamma  Norton,  and  my  Miss 
Uowe,  whose  love  to  me  has  passed 
the  love  of  inoDJCTi,  to  my  latest 
hour!  —  But  yet,  1  am  now  above 
thequick  sense  of  those  pleasures, 
which  once  most  delighted  me; 
and  once  more  1  say,  that  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  objecta  so  dear  to  me, 
which  might  bring  ine  back  again 
iuto  sense,  and  rival  my  siipnam 
loi:e. 

Twice  have  I  benn  forced  U 

leave  off.    I  wixlieil,  that  aj^v 

riting  might  be  to  yon,  arh 

Miss  Howe ,  if  It  might  B^i»  m 

my  dearest  roa 

Mamma,  I  would  hsM'^i^  — 
the  word  diBtinot?*— 


» 


are  your  due.  —  Be  sure  take  the 
kindcBf,  to  fill  up  cliaBma  with,  il' 
any  chasms  there  be  — 

Another  breaking  off!  ^  But 

the  new  day  seem    *-     ' - 

me  with  healing  ii.  ...  _..^..  _ 
have  gotten,  I  think,  a  recruit  of 
strength;  Biiirits,  I  blees  Grod,  I 
have  not  of  late  wanted. 

Let  my  dearest  Miea  Howe  pur- 
chase her  wedding  garments  — 
and  may  all  temporal  blesa in gs  at- 
tend the  charming  preparation !  — 
Ble8siiiganiW,Imakeno  question, 
notwithstanding  the  little  elundi- 
nesses  thatMr.flickman  encoun- 
tera  with  now-and-then,  which  are 
but  prognostics  ofafuture  golden 
day  to  him:  for  her  heart  ia  good, 
and  her  head  not  wrong.  —  But 
great  merit  ia  coy,  and  that  coy- 
ness has  not  always  its  foundation 
in  pride:  but  if  it  should  setm  to 
be  pride,  take  off  the  akin-deep 
covering,  and,  in  her,  it  is  noble 
diffidence,  and  a  love  that  wants 
but  to  be  assured ! 

Tell  Mr.  Hickman  I  write  this, 
and  write  it ,  as  1  believe,  with  my 
last  pen;  and  bid  him  Ziear  a  little 
at  first,  and  furiear;  and  all  the 
future  will  be  crowning  gratitude, 
and  rewarding  love:  for  Miss 
Howe  has  great  sense,  fine  judg- 
ment, and  eialtedgeneioaity:  and 
can  such  a  one  be  ungrateful  or 
nneaay  under  those  ohligationa 
which  his  aasiduity  and  ohliging- 
ness  (when  he  ahaU  be  ao  happy 


OP 

garments  are  bought  —  and 
though  not  fine  or  gaudy  to  the 
sight,  though  not  adorned  witll 
jeweta ,  and  set  off  with  gold  9XA 
silver  (for  I  hove  no  beholder*' 
eyes  to  wish  to  gUttet  in) ;  yet  wiB 
they  be  the  easiest,  t\ia  happest 
suit,  that  ever  bridal  maiden  wore 
—  for  they  are  such  aa  carry  wii 
them  a  security  against  all  tboH 
anxieties,  pains,  and  perturbft' 
tions  which  sometimes  succeed  ts 
the  most  promising  outsettinga. 

And  now,  my  dear  Mrs.Nortoitf 
do  I  wish  for  no  other, 

O  hasten,  good  God,  if  it  be  thyy 
blessed  will,  the  happy  momem- 
that  1  am  to  be  decked  out  in  tbU' 
all-quieting  garb!  And  Hoxtaiojl 
comfort,  blesa,  and  protect  witk 
the  all-shadowing  wing  of  thj^ 
mercy,    my    dear   parents,    roj* 


ever  kind  Miss  Howe,  my 
Mrs.  Norton,  and  every  desernii^ 
peraon  to  whom  Iheij  wish  welll  it 
the  ardent  prayer,  first  and  lu^. 
of  every  beginning  hour,  m  Aft' 


clock  tells  it  me ,  (hours  now  a 
florrowing  or 


days,  nay,  years)  oi 


LETTEH  CV, 
[r.  lAVBlMe  to  John  Bolferd,  Etq. 
Wed.  DiDrn.  Sept.  R,  balf  uiliaar 


to  call  her  his)  will  lay  her  underl 
him? 

As  far  me,  never  bride 
i(^    &M  I  am.     My  wed^ivg' 


:i  1  AM  nnl  the  savage  which  yoo 
'and  my  worst  enemies  think  mC 
My  soul  is  too  muck  penetrated  by 
1V.O  contents  of  the  letter  whick 
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you  inclosed  in  your  last,  to  say 
one  word  more  to  it,  than  that  my 
heart  has  bled  over  it  from  every 
vein  t  —  I  will  fly  from  the  aubj  ect 
—  but  what  other  can  I  choose, 
ihaX  will  not  l^e  as  grievous ,  and 
lead  into  the  same? 

I  could   quarrel  with  all  tlie 
world;  with  thee,  as  boU  as  the 
rest;  obliging  aa  thou  aupposeBt 
thyself  for  writing  to  me  hourly. 
How  darest  thou  (thoughunkuown 
b)  her}   to   preBume  to  take  an 
apartment  under  the  same  roof 
•ith  her?  —  I  cannot  bear  to 
think,  that  thou  sbouldst  be  eeeu, 
Mall  hours,  pasBing  to  and  repass- 
ing trom  her  apartments,  while  I, 
Birho  have  so  much  reason  to  call 
le,  and  once  was  preferred 
M  to  all  the  world ,  am  forced 
6  keep  aloof,  and  hardly  dare  to 
JMertiie  cily  wbere  she  isl 
ilf  there  be  any  thing  in  Brand's 
V  that  will  divert  me,  hasten 
)  me.     But  nothing  now  will 
C  divert  me,   wUI  ever  again 
e  me  joy  or  pleaaure!    I  can 
Qier  eat,  drinlc,  nor  Bleep.    I 
jBiiekof  all  the  world. 
I  Sorsly  it  will  be  better  when  ali 
—when I  know theipiirsf  the 
•Aa  doagninstme  —yet  how 
bear  the  voi-ulf  —  0  Bel- 
_f*til ,  Belford !  write  it  not  to  me  1 
■  But,  if  it  mus;  happen,  geteome- 
1  iody  else  towrite ;  forlshall  curse 
Vi«pen ,  the  hand ,  the  head ,  and 
ttabflart,  employed  in  communi- 
'    JlW  to   me  the  fatal  tidings. 
I  "it  what  ie   this  saying,   when 
I  llltady  I  curse  the  whole  world, 
I  iMpther  —  myself  most? 

'~  "    ^lua  a  moet  miserable 


being.  Life  is  a  burden  to  me. 
I  would  not  bear  it  upon  these 
terms  for  one  week  more,  let  what 
would  be  my  lot;  for  already  is 
there  a  hell  begun  in  my  own 
mind,  Never  more  mention  tome, 
let  Iier  or  who  will  say  it,  the  prison 
—  I  cannot  bear  it  —  may  d — 
nation  seize  quick  the  accursed 
woman,  who  could  set  death  upon 
taking  that  large  stride,  as  the  dear 
creature  calls  itl  —  I  had  no  hand 
in  itl  —  But  her  relations,  her 
implacable  relations,  have  done 
the  bosiness.  All  else  would  have 
been  got  over.  Never  persuade 
me  but  it  would.  Thefireofi/outk, 
and  the  violence  nf paninon,  wonld 
have  pleaded  for  mo  to  good  pur- 
pose, with  au  individual  of  a  aei, 
which  loves  to  be  addressed  with 

Eaasiouate  ardour,  even  to  tumult, 
ad  it  not  been  for  that  cruelty 
and  unforgivingness,  which  (the 
object  and  the  penitence  consider- 
ed) have  no  example,  and  have 
aggravated  the  beinousnesB  of  my 
faults. 

Unable  to  rest,  though  I  went 
not  to  bed  till  two,  I  dispatch  this 
ere  the  day- dawn  — who  knows 
what  this  night,  this  dismal  night, 
may  have  produced! 

I  must  after  my  messenger.  I 
have  told  the  varlet  I  wiu  meet 
him;  perhaps  at  Enightsbridge, 
perhaps iuPiccadilly:  andltrust 
not  myself  with  pistols,  not  only 
on  his  account,  Out  my  own:  for 
pistols  are  Itio  ready  a  mischief. 

1  hope  thou  hast  a  letter  ready 
for  him.  He  goes  to  thy  lodgings 
first ;  for  Burely  tliou  wilt  not  pre- 
sume to  take  thy  rest  in  am  ^Mit- 
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ment  near  hers.  If  he  misa  thee 
there,  he  files  to  Smith's,  and 
brings  me  word  nhelher  in  being, 

I  shftll  lonk  for  him  througli  the 
^  as  I  ride,  aa  Trail  as  onliorse- 
back ;  for  if  the  prince  of  it  serve  I 
me,  as  well  as  I  have  served  liif/i, 
he  will  bring  the  dog  by  his  ears 
to  ray  aaddle-bow,  with  tne tidings 
that  my  heart  pants  after. 

Motliiug  but  the  eicruuiating 
pangs  the  condenmed  soul  feels, 
at  its  entrance  into  the  etemitj 
of  the  torments  we  are  taught  to 
fear,  can  exceed  what  I  now  feel, 
and  ?(aiw  felt  for  almost  thia  week 
past;  and  mayeat  thou  have  a 
spice  of  those,  if  tboii  hast  not  a 
letter  ready  written  for 

Thy 

LoVBLiCE. 


was.  The  doctor  has  been  here; 
and  thinks  she  will  hold  out  yet  4 
day  or  two.  He  has  ordered  her, 
as  for  some  time  past,  only  soraft 
little  cordials  to  take  when  ready 
to  faint.  She  seemed  disappoinb' 
ed,  when  he  told  her  she  might 
yet  live  two  or  three  days;  and 
said,  she  longed  for  discnisaionl  -• 
Lifewasnotsoeaeilyextin  ^iahed^ 
she  saw,  as  some  imaemed.  — i 
Death  fromgrief,  was,  she  oelieTed. 
the  slowest  of  deaths.  But  Giod's  will 
must  be  done :  —  Her  only  prayen 
was  now  for  submission  to  it:  for 
she  doubted  not,  but  by  the  dlvino 
goodness  she  should  be  an  bappy 
creature,  as  soou  as  she  could  Mf 
divested  of  these  rags  ofmortalitfi 


Of  h 


I  accord,   she  n 


TnB  ladj  remains  eiceedingly 
weak  and  lU.  iler  intellects,  ne- 
verthetesB,  continue  clear  and 
strong,  and  her  piety  andpatience 
are  without  example.  Every  one 
thinks  this  night  will  be  her  last. 
What  a  shocking  thing  is  that  to 
say  ofsuchanexcellencel  Shewill 
not,  however,  send  awayber  letter 
to  her  Norton,  as  yet.  She  endea- 
voured in  vain  to  superscribe  it; 
BO  desired  me  io  do  it.  Uer  fingers 
will  not  bold  her  pew  with  the  re- 
quisite steadiness.  Shehas,  Ifear, 
written  and  read  her  last! 

elghl  o'clock. 

^  i^hai0Mmswb&t  better  tbau  alia 


tioned  you;  which  till  then  s 
had  avoided  to  do.    She  iiaked^ 
with   great  serenity,   where  j 

I  told  her  where;  and  your  mot 
tives  for  being  ao  near;  and  read 
to  her  a  few  linea  of  yours  of  tiiil 
morning,  in  which  you  n 

your  wishes  to  see  her,  your 

affliction,  and  your  rcsolntlon 
to  approach  her  without 
consent. 

I  would  have  read  more;  bot 
:be  said  Enough,  Mr.  Belford| 
mon^h!  —  Poor  man,  does  hii 
!Onscience  begin  to  find  himl 
Then  need  not  any  body  to  w 
him  a  greater  punishment!^  May 
it  work  upon  him  to  a  happy  pur- 

I  took  the  liberty  to  say,  thi% 
as  she  was  in  such  a  frame,  thK 
nothing  now  geemed  capable  o£ 
^cU&compoBiBg  liar,  I  .could 
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lliat  you  might  have  the  benefit 
of  hereiborlations,  which,  Idared 
to  Bay,  while  you  were  ao  serionsly 
affected,  would  have  a  greater 
force  upon  you  than  a  thousand 
sennoiis;  and  how  happy  you 
would  think  yourself,  if  you  could 
but  receive  forgivenese  on  your 

How  can  you  think  of  auch  a 
thing,  Mr.  Belford?  aaidahe,  with 
some  emotion;  my  composure  is 
owing,  next  to  the  divine  eoodness 
bloBting  my  onmest  supplicntions 
fotit,  totheniit  seeing  bim.  Yel 
let  him  know,  that  I  now  agaii 
repeat,  that  I  forgive  him.  —  Adc 
may  God  Almijguty,  clasping  hei 
fingers ,  and  lifting  up  ner  eyes, 
forgive  him  too;  and  perfect  hit 
repentance,  and  sanctify  it  to  him 
—  Tell  him  I  say  boI  And  tell 
him,  that  if  I  could  notaay  so  with 
mj  whole  heart,  1  should  be  very 
uneasy,  and  think  that  my  hopes 
of  mercy  to  myself  were  but 
weakly  founded;  and  that  I  had 
still,  in  any  harboured  resentment, 
some  hankerings  after  a  life  which 
he  has  been  the  cause  of  shorten- 
ing. 

The  divine  creature  then  turn- 
ing aside  her  head  —  Poor  man ! 
said  the,  I  once  could  have  loved 
him.  This  in  saying  more  than 
ever  I  could  say  of  any  other  man 
ontof my ownfamily!  Would  he 
haire  permitted  me  to  have  been 
an  bumhte  inatrament  to  have 
made  him  good,  I  think  I  could 
madehim  happy!     But  tell 
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Admirable  creature!  —  Hea- 
venly forgiver!  —  Then  resnming 
—  But  pray  tell  him,  that  if  I  could 
know,  that  my  death  might  be  a 
means  to  reclaim  and  save  him,  it 
mould  be  an  inexpressible  satis- 
faction to  me  I 

But  let  me  not,  however,  be 
made  uneasy  with  the  apprehen- 
sion of  seeing  him.     I  cannot  bear 

Just  as  she  had  done  speaking, 
the  miniBter,  who  had  bo  often 
attended  her,  sent  up  his  name; 
aad  was  admitted. 

Being  apprehensive,  that  it 
would  be  with  difficulty  that  you 
;  could  prevail  upon  that  impetuouB 
spirit  of  yours,  not  to  invade  her 
in  her  dying  hours,  and  of  the 
agonies  into  which  a  surprise  of 
this  nature  would  throw  her;  I 
thought  this  gentleman's  visit 
aifonied  a  proper  opportunity  to 
renew  the  subject;  and  (having 
asked  her  leave)  acquainted  Mm 
with  the  topic  we  had  been  upon. 

The  good  man  urged,  that  some 
condescensions  were  usually  er- 

EectedgOn  these  solemn  occasions, 
om  pious  souls  like  hers,  how- 
ever satisfied  with  themselves,  for 
the  sake  of  shewing  the  icitM, 
and  for  example  sake,  that  all  re- 
sentments against  those  who  had 
mast  injured  them  were  subdued: 
aud  if  she  would  vouchsafe  to  a 
heart  so  truly  penitent,  as  1  had 
represented  Mr.  Lovelaca's  to  be, 
that  personal  pttidoa,  whichlhad 
been  pleading  for,  there  would 
be  no  room  to  suppose  the  least 
larking  reBeiitaieB.\.'£«iKi\BH.i\ftis^ 
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it  might  have  very  happy  effects 
upon  the  geutiemftn. 

I  have  DO  lurking  reBentment, 
air,  said  she  —  this  is  not  st  time 
for  resentment;  and  you  will  be 
the  readier  to  believe  me,  whenl 
can  aseure  you,  (looking  at  me) 
that  even  what  I  have  most  re- 
joiced in,  the  truly  friendly  love 
that  has  so  long  aubsisted  between 
my  Misa  Howe  and  her  Clariasa, 
although  to  my  last  gasp  it  will 
be  the  dearest  to  me  of  all  that 
IB  dear  in  this  life,  has  already 
abated  of  its  fervour;  has  already 
given  place  to  aupremer  fervours : 
and  ahall  the  remembrance  of  Mr. 
Lovelace 'a  persona/  insults,  which, 
IbteBs6o£  never  corrupted  that 
Toind  which  Aer  friendship  so  much 
delighted,  be  atrongpr  in  these 
hours  with  me,  than  the  remem- 
brance of  a  love  as  pure  aa  the 
human  heart  ever  bo  aa  ted?  Tell, 
therefore,  the  world,  if  you  pleaae, 
ftnd,  (if,  Mr.  Belfbrd,  you  think 
what  I  aaid  to  you  before,  not 
atrong  enough)  tell  the  poor  man, 
that  1  not  only  forgive  him,  but 
have  such  earnest  wishes  for  the 
good  of  his  BOul,  and  that  from 
considerations  of  its  immortality, 
that  could  my  penitence  avail  for 
more  sins  than  my  own,  my  last 
tear  should  fall  for  him  by  whom 
I  die! 

Our  eyes  and  hands  expressed 
for  us  both,  what  our  lips  could 
not  utter. 

Say  not,  then,  proceeded  she, 
nor  let  it  be  said,  that  my  resent- 
ments are  unsubdued  I  —  And  jet 
these  eyes,  lifted  up  to  heaven  aa 
to  tbc  truth  of  TOhat  1  have 


aaid,  shaU  never,  if  T  can  kelp 
it,  behold  him  more!  —  For  do 
you  not  consider,  sirs,  how  short 
my  time  is;  what  much  more  im- 
portant subjects  I  have  to  employ 
it  upon;  and  how  unable  1  should 
be  (so  weak  as  I  am)  to  contend 
even  with  the  avowed  penitence 
of  a  person  in  strong  health,  go- 
verned by  paaaious  unabated,  and 
always  violent?  —  And  no 
hope,  you  will  never  urge  me  i 
on  this  subject. 

The  minister  said  it  were  pi^ 
ever  to  urge  this  ptea  again. 

You  see,  Lovelace,  that  I  did, 
not  forget  the  office  of  a  inend,  ia 
endeavouring  to  prevail  ujKin  hev 
to  give  you  her  last  forgiveneu< 
personally.  And  I  hope,  as  t*" 
is  GO  near  her  eud,  you  will  i 
invade  her  in  her  last  hours;  sir 
she  must  be  ejtremel^  disco 

posed  at  such  an  interview;  a 

it  might  make  her  leave  the  world' 
the  sooner  for  it. 

This  reminds  me  of  an  exprea* 
sion  which  she  used  on  your  ba^' 
bai'ous  hunting  her  at  Smith's,  on 
her  return  to  her  lodgings;  and 
that  with  a  serenity  unexampled 
(asMrs.  Lovicktoldme,  consider- 
ing the  occasion,  and  the  trc 
given  her  by  it,  and  her  indispo- 
sition at  the  time):  He  will  not 
let  me  die  decently!  said  the  ao'. 
geUc  sufferer.  —  He  will  not  lei, 
me  enter  into  my  Maker'H  pra- 
sence,  with  the  composure  that 
is  required  in  entering  into  the 
drawing-room  of  an  earthly 
prince. 

1  cannot,  however,   forbear  ta 
^ivish  that  the  Leaveoly  cteatorft 
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eonld  have  prevailed  upon  herBelf, 
in  these  her  last  hours,  to  see 
yon;  and  that  for  my  sake,  as 
■well  as  jours:  for  although  I  am 
deterraitied  never  to  be  guilty  ol 
thecrimes,  which,  till  witEin  these 
few  past  weeks  have  blackeued 
mj  former  life ;  and  for  which,  at 
present,  I  moat  heartily  hate  roj- 
aelf;  yet  should  I  be  leaa  appre- 
hensive of  a  relapse ,  if  (wrought 
upon  by  the  solemnity  which  suth 
an  interview  must  have  been  at- 
tended with)  you  had  become  a 
reformed  man;  for  no  devil  do 
Ifear,  but  one  in  your  shape. 


It  is  now  eleven  o'clock  at  night. 
The  tady,  who  retired  to  rest  an 
hour  ago,  is,  as  Mrs.  Lovick  tells 
ni^  in  a  sweet  slumber. 

I  will  close  here.  I  hope  I  shall 
find  her  the  better  for  it  in  the 
morning.  Yet,  alast  howfrailis 
hope!  How  frail  is  life!  when  we 
are  apt  to  build  so  much  on  every 
shadowy  relief;  although  in  snch 
A  desperate  case  as  this,  sitting 
dbwn  to  reflect,  we  rn'ml  know, 
that  it  is  bat  shadowy ! 

I  will  inclose  Brand's  horrid  pe- 
^_4fuitry.  And  for  once  am  afore- 
^Bwnd   with   thy  ravenous  impa- 

I 


But.  night,  Sept.  2. 


Iau  obliged  to  you  for  the  very 
Jtan^omely  penned  (and  eleganttij 
wn'tfen)  letter  which  you  have  sent 
me,  onpurposetodojuKd'ce '    '' 
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character  of  the  younger  Miss  Har- 
lowe:  and  yet  1  must  tell  you, 
that  I  had  reason,  before  thai  came, 
tollii'il'  (and  to  ibiont  indeed)  that 
we  were  all  wrong:  and  so  I  had 
employed  the  grealesl  part  of  this 
weel-,  in  drawing  up  an  apoio- 
geticai  Utter  to  my  worthy  patron 
Mr.  JohuHarlowe,  inordertoset 
all  matter.*  right  between  me  and 
Iheni,  and,  (as  far  oa  I  could)  be- 
tween them  and  mini.  So  it  re- 
quired little  more  than  cormeclum 
and  Iranncribing ,  when  I  received 
yours;  and  it  will  be  with  Mr,  Har- 
lowe  aforesaid  ta-morroio  morn- 
ing; and  this,  and  the  copy  of 
that,  will  be  with  you  on  3/oniiaj 

You  cannot  imagine  how  sorry 
1  am,  that  V"",  and  Mrs.  Walton, 
and  Mrs.  Barker,  and  /  myself, 
should  have  taken  matters  up  so 
lightly  {judging,  alaa-a-day!  by 
appearance  anaconjeotnre) where 
character  and  repittalion  an 
cemed.     Horace  says  truly. 


That  is,  wordx  once  spoken 
not  be  recalled:  but  (Mr.  Walton) 
they  may  be  contradicted  by  other 
words;  and  we  may  confess  our- 
selves guilty  of  arnislajte,'  and  ex- 
press our  concern  for  being  mis- 
taken; and  resolve  to  make  our 
mistake  a  warning  to  us  for  the 
future:  and  this  is  all  that  i^aii  be 
done;  and  what  every  uiorfAi/ niimi 
mill  do;  and  what  nobody  can  be 
readier  (o  do,  than  wsJout  tin- 
designing  offenders  (as  I  see  by 
yofir  letter,  on  yotir  part;  and  as 
70U  niU  Bee  by  the  meif^gd  vns^ 
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on  mine);  which,  if  it  be  received 
as  I  think  it  nvghl ,  ( and  as  1  belieee  '■ 
it  Kill)  must  gJTo  me  a  fpeedg  op- 
portnoityto  see  you,  whenlnirt 
Ike  lady;  to  whom  (as  yon  will  see 
in  it)  i  expect  to  be  seat  up  with 
the  olice-branch. 

The   matter   in  which 
erreil,   must  be  owned  to 
nice;  and  (Mr.  Belford's  character 
considered)  appearances  ran  v 
strong  agrunul  the  lady:    but  ___ 
thatuis  Berreth  to  shew,  ia,  ihal 
m  doubtful  matleri  the  wisest  people 
may  be  mintaken,  for  so  saith  the 
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well  atlapted,  as  I  will  be  bold 
saythe^are,  to  the  pomt  in  bani 
Isay,  if  be  insistetb  uponta] ' 
a  copy)  let  him  gh-e  yoD 
atrtmgesi  asauraTices  not  to  ~ 
it  to  be  printed,  on  ant/  ae 
and  1  make  the  same  retinert 
you,  that  yiu  will  not:  fbrif: 
thing  be  to  be  made  of  a  mu 
iniirjts,  who,  but  the  author,  shoti 
have  the  advantageT  And  if  i 
Spectators,  the  Tatlera,  the  Eem 
Tters,  the  Guardians,  and  othei 
our  polite  papers,  make  aodl 
ittratlinff  with  a  si'iyte  verse,  or  I 
by  way  of  nintto,  in  the  front 
each  day's  paper ;  and  if  other 


If  you  have  an  opporluHity,  yon 
may  (as  if  from  yourself,  and  un- 
jbioM'n  la  me)  shew  the  inclosed  to 
Mr.Belford,  who  (you  tell  me)  re- 
smteth  the  matter  very  heinoualy; 
butiiot  to  let  him  see,  or  hear  read, 
thoio  words  that  relate  lo  him,  in 
the  paragraph  at  the  balfom  of  the 
i!ei;oHd pope,  oeginning  [bulyetlda 
insist  upon  it\  to  the  end  of  that  pa- 
ragraph; for  one  would  not  make 
one's  self  enemies,  you  know:  and 
1  have  reason  to  think,  that  this 
Mr.  Belford  ifl  aa  pus^onale  and 
fiei-ce   a  man  aa   Mr,  Lovelace. 


Easts  those  lines  over  with  blue 
lack  paper,   before  he  seeth  it; 
and  if  he  insisteth  upon  taking  a 
copy  of  my  letter,  (for  he,  orai 
body,  that  seeth  it.    or  heareth 
read,  will,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to 
have  by  tham  the  copy  of  a  letter 
BO  fall  of  the  sentiments  of  the 
/l  lerilei-s  of  oiifufuili/,  and 


ihon 


pride  themselves  in  /EndH^ 


rhat 


out  and  embellishing  the  It'(Ie-j 
of  their  hooks  with  a  eerst 
from  the  classical  writers 
figure  would  such  a  letter 
closed  mat-e,  so  ftill  fraught 
admirable  precepts,  and  A-p 
quotations,  from  the  best  aullti 

1  have  been  told,  that. 
noble  lord,  who  once  sat 
down  to  write  apampldet  i 
of  a  great  minigler,  aftei 
infinite  pains  to  nil  purpose  to 
a,  Latin  motto,  gave  commiMion 
a  friend  of  his  to  ofier  to  any  m 
who  could  help  him  to  a  suAal 
one,   hut  of  one  or  two  lines. 


from  ./iiuenai;  which  he  ..._,j., 
mistaking  ( not  knowing  Juvem 
waa  a  poet)  printed  as  a  prose  tf 
tence  in  hia  title  page. 

If  then  ime  or  fu>»  lines  wen 
so  much  worth(A  A(o»p«ro/'c/araS 
Holessl)  o! yihat inestimaUe     ' 
would  «uc&.  a  UUer. 


t.     I  IM,       It    ^!«  rf^HM.  ^B.  V^  ■ 


r«a«^^  ■• 


t  m  A«u- lirarlt  ih^  4ate  ipoa 
r.    BntHMtfacTareaa  (M* 

ir)  iDclined  to  be  fr^aA  «■ 
w,  taid fin- ffroe her;  hirbrid^. 
mmutheregl. 

sir  coEum,  CoL  Mmden, 
jlltvry  ^ne  genllemtai,  hatb  luid 
•Bch  h^  wordu  with  them,  and 
Uiep  with  him,  that  they  know  oot 
'bow  to  «fo»^,  lest  it  should  look 
)ike  being  frighted  into  an 
WMiatuin.  Hence  it  is,  that  / 
have  taken  the  greater  liberty  t 
fneithereconciUathn;  and  I  hop 


EieoM  BM ,  mr  good  (Hewl ,  fee 
this  4MMM;  Mwin  Ttn  gmt 
Cicefo  (y«a  mnrtli*T6  ht«rd,  I 
anppoae)  tmd  ttvmfhtjrfiUrv  tpioo 
ofitiandwvotflft/olwi^tWr  An^'niJ 
and  prafing  to  bo  ffatlffil:  but  If 
I  aay  /rss  of  "ii/irlf,  thiin  otlior 
people  (who  kiiuw  Tinil  jiin  h/  ih*, 
1  think  I  keep  u  lar^limn  between 
eaniw  tuid  /fl/sr'  iiuuUtlii ;  tU«  UVWi^ 
of  wnioli  oftoii'tvvftwi  w^«»  Ni 


274 


THE  HISTOHT  OF 


ih6lie,  vbeu  it  in  Hedariitf/ off"  the 
compliments,  that  everg  btiiiygivea 
it  as  its  due :  an  Lvpocriaj ,  us  well 
aa  folij,  that  (I  hope)  1  Bball  for 
ever  scom  to  be  guilty  of. 

1  have  anolher  rtaaoti  (as  I  may 


recovery  and  heallli;  and  that  is, 
(bj  some  distant  intimations)  1 
have  heard  from  Mr.  John  Har- 
lowe,  that  it  is  i'^^  likely  {because 
of  the  3/»r  she  hath  rcceived)that 
she  will  chooee  to  live  prica(elsa,ni 
penilfnili/  —  and  will  probably 
(ffhea  she  cometh  into  Iter  eslale) 
keepacAapiai'nto  direct  her  in  her 
tlevoiions  and  peniletice  ~-  if  she 
doth,  who  can  stand  a  better  chance 
than  ni^ielff  —  And  as  1  find  (by 

Sour  account,  as  well  as  by  avri) 
oii^ai  that  she  is  innocent  as  t^ 
intailinn,  and  is  resolved  never  to 
think  of  Mr.  Lovelace  more,  who 
knoweth  lehat  (in  time)  inaj  liap- 
peaf —  Andyetitmustbe,  after 
Mr.  Loveiace't  death  (wbicii  may 
possibly  sooner  happen  than  he 
thir^etkai,  bj  means  of  bis  il^fesf- 
able  courses) :  fbr  after  all ,  a  man 
who  is  at  public  utility,  ought  not 
(for  the  ^nmt  woman  in  the  world) 
to  lay  his  throat  at  the  laercy  of  a 
man  who  boggleth  at  nothing. 

I  beseech  you,  let  not  this  hint 
go  farther  than  to  yovraelf,  your 
spotise,  and  Mrs.  JBiirl-B-.  I  know 
I  may  trust  my /i/e  in  your  haniis 
and  theirs.  There  have  been  (let 
nieteUye)i(n/i'teWer  things  come  to 
pass,  and  that  with  rich  teiJows 
(some  of  quality  truly!)  whose 
choice,  in  their  first  iHUnin^ec, 
"    "i  ^perhaps)  been  giuded  Vij 


an«Mi 


^sof 

liuralilies,  as  1  may  say;  but  wh 
b^  their  second  have  had  for  tbd 
view  the  corporal  and  spiHltU 
mingled;  which  is  the  most  eligibl 
(noaoubt)  to su^/anc-M compost 
of  ln>th ,  as  men  and  Komen  t 

Do  not  think  (sir)  that, 
such  a  thing  come  to  pass,  ttt 
would  be  disgraced;  since  Iheta 
in  me,  would  marry  a  genllm 
and  a  scholar:  and  as  to  mtnea 
honour,  us  the  slur  would  briO 
her  high  fnrtiinet  down  to  an  «i 
valence  with  my  m 
lane  only,  and  ui 
eidered)sohathuot  the  Ji/«of  tl 
lady  been  so  tainted  (ratha  \ 
length  of  time  or  naugJOmttt  ( 
practice)  as  to  put  her  oa  &  fi» 
with  the  cast  Abigails  thattOOi  H 
often  (God  knoweth)  are  tbougl 
good  enough  for  a  yowig  eiergi 
man,  who,  perhaps,  is  drawa) 
by  a  poor  benefice;  and  (iif  tl 
inickea  one  be  not  quite  tcom  ou 
proweth  poorer  and  poorer  opt 
It,  by  au  increase  of  family  i 
knoweth  not  whether  is  molt  H 
or  his  noble  (ignoble  I  should  stg 

But,  all  this  apart,  and  in  eg 
fiilence. 

1  know  you  made  at  school  b 
a  small  progress  in  lai^gfiagea.  1 
I  have  restrained  myself  f 
laany  UlustrationsiTom  the  clan 
that  1  could  have  filled  this  leltc 
with  (as  I  have  done  the  inclose 
one):  and,  beingat  a  dislatiee, 
cannot  explain  tbem  to  you,  H 
da  to  f>is  frigid,  Mr.  John  Use 
lowe ;  and  who  (after  all)  is  obligei 
fa  me  for  pointing  out  to  Ami  man 


beoutiefi  of  the  authors  Iquate,  which 
otheririBe  would  lie  concealed 
from  Aim,  as  thej  must  from  every 
conunon  ohaerver.  ■ —  Bat  thia  (too) 
inter  nos  —  for  he  would  not  take 
it  well  to  ia»e  iV  tnoton — /ujsfyou 
know,  old  Bchoolfellow,  ./'njs, 
yo«  know)  will  strut  in  peacock's 

But  whither  am  1  ronning?  I 
never  know  where  to  end,  wfacnl 

f^ttypon  teamed  topics.  And  albeit 
cannot  compliment  ^of/ with  the 
nameofa  learned  man ;  yet  are  you 
a  Kensible  jnan  i  and  (as  sucA)  must 
have  pleasure  in  learned  men  and 
in  Ihetr  lerilings. 

In  this  coDfidence  (Mr.  WaltonJ 
with  my  kind  reifects  to  the  gooa 
ladies  (your  spovse  and  sister')  and 
inbopes,  tor  Ihe  young  lady' a  sate, 
soon  to  follow  thia  long,  long 
epiatle,  in  person,  Iconcludemy- 
aelf 

Your  loving  and  faithful  friend, 
Elias  Brand. 

You  will,  perhaps,  Mr.  Walton, 
wonder  at  the  meaning  of  the 
lines  lirafon  vniler  many  of  the 
Vliirds  and  sentences  (tjmdeb- 
BCOniNQ  we  call  it)^  and  were 
my  letters  to  be  printed,  those 
would  be  put  in  a  different  clior- 
acler.  Now,  you  must  know, 
sir,  tiiB.t  ive  learned  men  do  ibh 
to  point  out  to  the  leadera ,  who 
are  not  so  learned,  where  the 
jet  of  our  arguments  lietk,  and 
tbe  emphasis  they  are  to  lay 
a|lon  tSwte  vords,-  whereby  they 
I  Will  take  in  readily  our  senne 
and  cogency.  Some  pragmatical 
^Bb,wn  aaid,that  an  author 
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who  doth  a  great  deal  if  this, 
either  calleth  hie  readers  fvols, 
or  tacitly  condemneth  his  own 
style,  as  supposing  hifl  meaning 
wonld  be  dark  without  it,  or 
that  all  his  force  lay  in  words. 
But  all  of  those  with  whom  I 
have  conversed  in  the  learned 
way,  think  as  I  think.  And  to 
give  a  veryp;e((y  though  ftaniliar 
illustration,  I  have  considered  a 
page  distinguished  by  different 
cliaraclerit,  as  a  verdant  field 
overspread  with  hatter- [kneers 
and  daisies,  and  other  suoimer 
flowers.  These  the  poets  liken 
to  enamelling  —  have  you  not 
read  in  the  poets  of  enamelled 
meads,  and  no  forth? 


LETTER  cvin. 


woKTni  BIB.  Sal.  night,  Sept.  S. 

I  4«  under  no  small  cimcem, 
that  I  should  (unhappily)  be  the 
occasioit  (I  am  sure!  intended  no- 
thinglike it)  of  tuidening  differences 
by  light  misreport,  when  it  is  the 
•hily  of  one  of  my  function  (and  no 
less  consisting  with  myinclinatioa) 
to  heal  and  reconale. 

I  have  received  two  letters  to 
set  me  right :  one  from  a  particular 
acquQinlonce  (whom  I  set  to  in- 
quire of  Mr.  Belford'a  character; 
and  that  came  on  Tuesday  last, 
iformiag  me  that  your  unhapm 
as  greatly  injured  in  the 
t  I  bad  had  of  her  (for  I 


prehending  it  to  be  tnie^j     wi  V 
ihen  set  aboMt  wnftn^  ^»  T  " 


Q1«*0| 


r 


I 


a  76  TAB  ma 

acknowledge  the  error.  And  had 
gone  a  good  wayio  it,  when  tbe 
second  letter  came  (a  very  hand- 
Rome  one  it  is,  both  in  sUjle  and 
penmanship)  from  my  friend  Mr. 
Walton,  (though  1  am  sure  it  can- 
not be  hin  inditing)  expressing  his 
Horron,  and  his  wife's,  and  hie 
BiBter-in~ law's  likewise,  for  having 
been  the  canaa  of  misleading  me, 
in  the  account  I  gave  of  the  aaid 
young  lady;  whom  they  now  saj 
(npon  fiirlier  inquiry)  they  find  to 
be  the  most  blameless,  the  most 
prvdent,  and  (it  Beems)  the  moat 
pious  young  lady,  that  ever  (once) 
committed  a  great  error ;  aa  (to  be 
sure)  hers  was,  in  leaving  sach 
morthy  parents  and  relations  for  ao 
vile  a  man  aa  Mr.  Lovelace;  but 
what  shall  we  say?  --  Why,  the 
divine  Virgil  tells  ua , 


ToTmyparl,!  w 
afraid  (for  we  ha 


the  university,  of  knowing  human 
nature  from  books,  the  calm  result 
of  the  mise  men's  wisdom ,  as  I  may 
say, 


(If  di>eere  lul!  ei 


■  tbe 


uninterrupted    by 
Bonideg ,  that  will  mingle  with  per- 
sonal conivrsation ,  which  fin  the 
turbulent  world)  ia  not  to  ne  e»- 

S'edbutovera  iofWf,  whereyou 
ve  an  hundred  foolish  thiaga  paaa 
to  one  thai  deservelh  to  be  re- 
membered)^  I  was  bnt  too  mncb 
aA»i'd  (I  say]  that  ao  great  a  slip 
■"^'It  be  Attended  wiflufiil  greoler 


and  uiorse.  For  your  Horace,  a 
mg  Horace,  the  moet  charmin) 
writer  that  ever  lived  among  tf~^ 
pagans  (for  the  li/nc  kind  ofpoetr 
I  mean;  for,  to  be  sure,  Horn 
and  Virgil  woold  olhennise  be  fit 
named  m  Iheir  way)  well  obserre 
(andwho  understood  humart  noM 
better  than  he?) 

Hec  Mra  nniu,  cum  semel  fxeUll, 

And  Ovid  no  less  nisely  ol 

aerveth: 

EimaliituKimdniibi 


.   £iTor.arti 


JtnotrieA 
tbe  *m 


Who,  that  can  draw 
A^m  its  fountain-head, 
of  the  sages  of  antiquity,  (impr* 
by  the  commenie  of  the  DKufar 
but  wovli  prefer  to  all  othen' 
silent  quiet  life,  which  curtlemf 
ritie  men  lead  in  tbe  featt 
learning,  were  the^notcalled' 

world? 

Now,  air,  mt'ilher  favonritepM 
of  mine  (and  not  the  len  a  ^ 
Bourite  for  being  a  chrisfianjU^^ 
ua ,  that  it  ia  the  cnatom  of  (OH' 
when  in  a  fault,  to  throw  t 
blame  upon  ^e  backs  of  othsn. 


Q«n>« 


Hntpie  praniim 


£ntl,  though  (in  this  ctue)  m£ 

led,  (leell  intendedly  nevertlielM 
both  in  the  mifleaders  and  nriUiL 
and  therefore  entitled  tolAybdi 
of  that  plea ,  if  any  body  is  so  a 
titled)  willnot'howeveroeclusi' 
among  such  erlenualars;^t  (oo 
\liw?i^j  T<\\L always  keep  in  inin 
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tlat  verse,  which  cotitforteth  in 
^^isl^e,  as  well  a^  inslructelh ;  sud 
^phichl  quoted  in  my  last  letter; 

^and  will  own,  that  I  was  very  rash 
to  take  up  with  conjectures  and 
eon3equencesdia,wa  troTa  probabiti- 
tifs,  where  (eBpeeially)  the  cha- 
racter of  so  fine  a  lauy  waa  con- 
oemed. 

I  .Cridere  fallaci  uravit  est  dementia  famif. 

Notwithstanding,  Miss  ClaiisBa 

'  -'Haclowe  (I  most  be  bold  to  say)  is 

I  ftbe  only  young  lady,   that  ever  I 

I  -ijieard  of,  (or  indeed  read  of)  that, 

ing  made  such  a  false  step  dO 

n  (of  her  own  acmrd,  aa  I  may 

Bay)  recovered  herself,   and  oon- 

qaered  her  luve  of  the  ileceice.r;  (a 

great  conquest,  indeed !)  and  nho 

meth  him,  and  resotveth  to  die, 

rather  than  to  be  hia ;  which  now, 

to  her  never-dying  hanour,  {1  am 

well  aeaured)  is  the  case  —  aud,  in 

justice  to  her,  1  am  now  ready  to 

^ksmke  to  myself  fwith   no   small 

Hpexation)  that  of  Ovid, 

Mneu 

^    Bu 
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lee  how  ready  I  am  to  accuse  my- 
self of  too  lightly  giving  ear  to  a 
■ash  ittformalion{aot  knowing  it  bo 
to  be,  however);  fori  depended 
the  more  npon  it,  as  the  people  / 
had  it  from  are  very  sober,  and  live 
in  the  fear  of  God:  and  indeed 
when  I  wail  upon  yon,  you  will 
see  by  their  letter,  that  they  must 
be  cfmcienlious  good  people: 
wherefore,  air, let  mo  be  entitled, 
from  all  your  good  family,  to  that 
of  my  last-named  poet, 


Butyetldoinsiatupouit,  that 


ftll  that  part  of  my  infomiali 
which  I  took  npon  mine  own  per- 
tonal  inquiry,  which  ia  what  re- 
lates to  Mr.  Belford  and  his  cJia- 
raeter,  ia  literally  true;  for  there  ia 
not  any  where  to  he  met  with  a 
man  oi  a  more  libertine  character, 
as  to  tcomen,  Mr.  Lovelace  ex- 
cepted, than  he  beareth. 

And  BO,  BIT,  1  mnst  desire  of 

{'Ou,that  you  will  not  let 
ie  upon  my  intention;  : 


And  now,  sir,  (what  is  much 
more  becoming  of  my  fanctiori)  let 
me,  instead  of  appearing  with  the 
face  of  an  accuser ,  and  a  rash  cen- 
surer,  (which  in  my  heart  I  have 
not  deserved  to  be  thought) assume 
the  cbaraeterof  H  j-eeoiici/fr;  and 
propose  (by  way  of  penance  to  my- 
self for  my /buff)  to  oe  sent  up  as  a 
messenger  of  peace  to  the  pious 
young  lady ;  for  they  write  me  word 
absolutely  (and  I  believe  in  my 
heart,  ti'uly,')  that  the  doctors  have 
gicen  her  over,  and  that  she  cannot 
lire.  Alas!  alas!  what asad thing 
would  that  be,  if  the  poor  bougk, 
that  was  only  designed  (aa  I  very 
well  tnuw  and  am  fully  assured)  Co 
be  bent,  ahuuld  be  broken. 

Let  it  not,  dear  sir,  seem  to  the 
leorld,  that  there  was  any  thing 
in  yonr  resenlments  (which,  while 
meant  for  reclaiming,  were  just 
and  fit)  that  hath  the  appearance 
of  violence,  and  fierce  ivralh,  and 
nexorability  (as  it  would  look  to 
lome,  if  carried  to  extremity,  after 
■efierJance  and  contrition,  and  ftu- 
ntUiation,    Ott  ttiS   foir   Q^^enScf* 


r 
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Bidel:for rII thiankilelit seemetb)|I  am  for  the  dirisiian    affice  ID 
■he  n&th  beea  a  second  Magdalen  which  I  commend  mjself. 

in herpen)Venc-e,aiid  jet notso bad      '  ~""     — 

as  a  Magdalen  in  her  fauiti  ffaulty, 
Derertbeless,  as  she  hath  been 
ouc«,  the  Lord  knoneth! 


.-   opiim 


Now,  sir,  if  I  may  be  nanied  for 
this    biemed    employment,    (for, 
ilesied  a  the  peace-inakerl)  I  will 
hasten  to  London;  and  (as  1  know 
miee  bsd  always  a.  great  regard 
the  fimcfion  I  have  the  honour 
be  of!  I  have  no  doubt  of  making 
m^Belf  acceptable  to  her,  and  to 
braiKher,  by  xnund  argumenlffUiid 
yood  mbTice ,  into  a  liking  of  life, 
which  most  be  tha/irsl  step  to  h 
reeoeery:   for,   when  the  mind 
made  eoKJ),  the  fcoi^j  will  not  long 
suffer;  and  the  love  of  life 
n^MTal  poxsion,   that  is  soot 
vhed,  when  fortune  tometh  about, 
aad  Bmileth : 


trDriinuilDlulFil.- 

And  now,  air,  let  me  teil  you 
what  shall  be  the  tenor  of  my 
pleadings  with  her,  and  com  flirtings 
of  her,  aflsheis,  as  I  may  say,  a 
learned  ladtf;  and  as  I  can  explain 
to  her  thme  leatmces,  which  she 
cannot  so  readily  eonslme  herself; 
and  this  In  order  to  convince  yov 
(did  you  not  already  know   my 

lai^caliona)  how  well  qualified 


1  will,  IN  THE  Yvasj  I1.ACS,  put 
her  in  mind  of  the  cmunon  eeiirM 
II f  things  in  this  mildanary  morld, 
in  which  joy  and  forrow,  sorr  " 
and  ji^,  succeed  one  another 
turns;  in  Order  to  convince  ha, 
that  her  griefs  have  been  bat 
cording  to  thai " 


,  1  will  remind  hei 

her  own  notable  description 
sorroic,  when  she  was  once  cf' 
upon  to  distinguish  wherein 
row,  grief,  and  melanckiity,  difE 
from  each  other;   which  she 
impromptu,  by  their  effects,  in 
truly  admirable  manner,   to  tl 
high  satisfaction  of  every  one; 
myself  could  not,  by  studg,  ha 
distiaguished  itffer,  nor  more  co 
'sely  —  soHBOw,  said  she,  weai 
BiEir,    teare;    hut    kelakcboi 
sooths. 

My  inference  to  her  shall  fa 
that  since  a  happy  reconciliatioi 
will  take  place,  grief  will  1 
banished;  sorrom  dismissed;  am 
only  Hweet  melancholy  remain  tL^ 
sooih&aA  indulge  her  contrite  Aeor^ 
and  shew  to  all  the  world  th 
penitent  sense  she  bath  of  bc 

ThibbltI  That  herjija*  wbei 

•  /iij,  let  mo  hare  nhierre.  my  dgiu  (t 
y  way  of  bdib,  is  not  •bielniely  It 
DMUlentwilbrnftaBctol.:  «.-./(««* 
IK,  not  ■  rajiid ,  not  ■  riin<iiiM(  iiw.u* 
vet:  but  gueh  ■  jm  u  >lall  lift  Ih^ 
™)0ru(lj(DntDfber;nrp/(ii4jiB»|iui(*eJ(| 
Dd  tbsn  lei  her  dun*  gmllv  Isto  1 
gain;  tor  mtluKctilii,  t»  t«  «VMi  ^ 


GIiABIBSA  H&OLOWB. 


restored  to  health  and  favour, 
will  be  the  greater,  the  deeper  her 
griefs  were. 

Gaudia,  pir  taKlto parln labo'-ti ,  pti 

FocBTHLT,  that  having  really 
been  guilty  of  a  ^reot  error,  she 
should  not  take  impatiently  the 
correftioii  and  onjer  with  which 
she  hath  been  treated. 


SBtabliBhed  by  palki 
IVadentius: 


SixTBLr,  that,  in  the  words  of 
Horace,  she  may  e^tpect  belter 
lima,  than  (of  late)  she  had  re 
to  look  for. 


Gf/Ua  tupeneniet 


B  son  spsrabilui; 


Sbybsthly,   that  she  is  really 
now  in  a  icay  to  be  happy,  since, 
SCeording  to  Ovid,  she  can  Cdiail 
Vpallberwuf; 
Miv,  qvi  palitHrqaw  numtrare  polesl. 

I^bid  thoae  comforting  lines, 


i«e  to  be  made  of  them)  to  her 

everlaatmg  bene/il ;  for  that. 

Cam  fvtil  alipie  firil.  Bens  ulim  /mccpo 

Temthi-t,  that  she  will  be  able 
to  give  a  fine  lemon  (a  very  fine 
tessou)  to  all'  the  young  ladies  of 
her  acquaintance,  of  the  eantty  of 
being  lifted  up  iaprosperitg,  and 
the  weaicness  of  being  cast  uoion  in 
adversity;  sinee  no  one  is  so  %i, 
as  to  be  above  being  fmmbled;  bo 
low  as  to  need  to  despair:  for  whieli 
pnrpose  the  advice  ofAusimtus, 

Hum  foiiuxa  iobdi,  coibIo  merui, 

I  shall  tell  her  that  Lncan  saitb        . 
well,  when  he  eallelh odBernls  ifte 
element  of  patience; 

—  Gotidel  palittnlia  (hiii>: 

That 

Forlanam  sspiral  virms,  pmdeMia  fa- 
Thai  while  weak  souls  are 
citisked  by  fortune,  the  brave  mind 
maketh  the  fickle  deity  a&aid 
of  it: 


it  will  detieht  her  hereafter  (as 
Virgil   saith)  to  reiiolve  her  pati 


.j^  ■  And  to  the  same  purpose,  Jv- 

Si«TBhv,ti\S.ttbeills  she  hath  met  venal,  speaking  of  the  prating  Joy 
•h  may  be  turned  (by  the  good^  of  mariners  after  all  their  (Jbd^bj^,? 

IN  will  senwilly  mika  Co  bo  ber i'"'^ ""^ ' 

1  Caiaeat  ctcari  lumre  vBrioAik  wiMk. 


Wbich  suiting  the  case  eo  well, ; 
you'll  forgive  me,  eir,  fot popping 
tli>a!nia£hglish  metre,  a,a  the  trans- 
lalive  impulse  (pardon  a  new  word, 
and  jet  we  solars  ai-e  not  fond 
of  Witlienlifating  new  words)  came 
upon  me  uncalled  fur: 

What  cmel  dugers  mm  at  ira.  befei. 

With  {kese,  'sir,  and  an  hundreil 
more  wise  adages,  which  I  have 
always  at  my  fingers'  end,  will  I 
(when  reduced  ta  farmand  method) 
entertain  miss;  and  as  she  is  a 
jnell-read,  and  (I  might  aay,  but 
for  this  one  great  error)  a  wise 
Toang  lady,  I  make  no  doubt  but 
I  thaSprevail  upon  her,  if  not  by 
mine  own  argjimeiit" ,  by  those  of 

'  1  and  capaciliex   that  have 
gemalily  (as  I  mi  >  -    ' 

own,  to  take  heart, 

sine' 


though  II 


cleai 


ouay,  : 


Ohl  what  wisdom  is  there  in 
these  noble  clasmciU  avtkorsl  A 
wise  man  will  (upon  searching 
into  them)  always  find  that  they 

Seak  Ms  sense  of  men  and  things. 
ence  it  is,  that  they  so  readily 
occur  to  my  memory  on  every  oc- 
casion —  though  thJH  may  look 
like  -vanity,  it  is  too  true  to  be 
omitted:  and  I  see  not  why  a  man 
may  not  know  those  things  of  him- 
self, which  ei>ery  body  aeetb  and 
sailhofhtm;  who,  ncvertheleBs, 
perhaps  know  not  half  so  much  as 
he,  in  other  matters, 

Iknowbnt  of  one  objection,  sir, 
that  can  lie  against  my  going; 
and  that  will  arise  from  your  kind 


e  and  oncern  for  the  fafety  of 
my  person ,  in  case  that  fierce  ana 
terrible  man,  the  wicked  Mr,  LoTfr 
lace,  (of  whom  every  ouestandeth 
in  fear)  should  come  across  me. 
as  he  may  he  resolved  to  try 
more  to  gain  a  footing  in  mwA 
affections:  but  I  will  trust  in  JYotP 
deiice  for  my  safely,  while  1  i^mH  bf 
engaged  in  a  cause  so  wortkg  ofH^ 
function;  and  the  mors  trustm^ 
as  he  is  a  learned  tno 
told. 

Strange  too ,  that  eo 
(I  hope  he  will  nevei 
should  be  a  learned  mat 

Bay,   that  a  learned  n  _.. 

find  leifure  to  be  a  rake.  Althougk 

possibly,  a  learned  man  may  hei 

'   sinner,  and  take  opportanitie^ 

tJiey  come  in  his  way  —  wbidb 

however,  Ido assure  you,  ini 

did. 

I  repeat,  that,  as  he  is  i 

an  J  I  shall  vegl  my»elf,  i 

aa.j,\iiclassic(U  armouy 

meekly  with  him  (for, 

and  meekness  are   qualities   i 

persons  ao  shiningly  exerl 


in,  aa  I  an 

o  viUaraU 
■  see  ttiii^; 
i,-tbati>tB 


u  pruM 


So  that,  iflshouldnotbesafblw 
hind  the  shield  of  rnme  ota 

dence,  I  certainly  should  b 

the  shields  of  the  ever  adtniraiSi 
classics:  of  Horace  particular!^; 
who,  bein^  a  rake  (and  a^/ona 
roile  too)  himself,  must  have  gr"" 
weight  with  all /((irned  re  ■ 


r 
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,  And  nho  knoweth  but  I  may  be 
Able  to  briag  even  this  Goliath  in 
viiKktdnts^,  altbongh  mperson  bat 
a  little  David,  myself  (armed  with 
the  slings  and  stones  of  the  ancient 
s(^M),to  adue  sense  of  his  etTors? 
And  what  a  victory  would  that  be! 

1  could  Jiere,  sir,  pursuing  the 
allegory  of  David  and  GoRath, 
gwe  you  some  of  the  stunes  {hard 
arguments  may  be  called  strmes, 
■iitce  they  jtnocjfc  down  a.  perti- 
naaous  opponent)  which  I  could 
pelt  him  v>ith ,  were  he  to  be  wroth 
with  me;  and  this  in  order  to  take 
from  yon,  air,  all  apprehensions 
for  my  li/e,  or  my  bones;  but  I 
forbear  them  till  you  demand 
them  of  me,  when  I  hare  the 
btmonr  to  attend  you  in  person. 

And  now  (my  dear  sir)  what  re- 
midneth,  but  that  having  shewn 
yon  (what  yet,  1  believe,  you  did 
not  doubt)  bow  toell  qualified  I  am 
to  attend  the  lady  with  the  olive 
branch,  I  beg  of  you  to  dispatch 
me  with  it  out  of  handt  For  if  she 
beeo  very  ill,  and  if  she  should  not 
live  to  receive  the  grace,  which  (to 
my  knowledge)  all  the  Korlhy  fa- 
miiy  design  Tier,  how  much  will 
tbatgrievej^ou  ail!  Audtben,Bii 
of  what  avail  will  be  the  eulugii 
you  shall  all,  per- ad  venture,  join 


tlBl 


visely  observeth, 
■  PuK  cisa-es  glur. 


m- 

^^fe  Tfaen,  as  Ansonius   layeth  it 
^fpown  with  equal  propriety,   that 
^^floie  favours  which  are  speedilij  con- 
ferred are  the  most  graceful  and 
abiding  — 
AJid  to  the  same  porpose  Ovid: 


SSI 

Grirlia  at  nfflfio,  quod  mora  Inrrfal,  abesl. 
And,  sir,  whatever  you  do,  let 
the  lady's  pardon  be  as  ample,  and 
as  cheerfully  gitvn ,  as  she  can  mini 
for  it;  that  1  may  be  able  to  tell 
her,  that  it  hath  your  AaniJs,  your 
countenances,  and  your  wkol? 
hearts,  with  it  —  for,  as  the  Latin 
verse  hath  it  [aud  I  presume  to 
think,  1  have  not  weakened  its 
sense  by  my  humble  advice) 


i   1   B 


this  long  letter*,  (albeit  I  see  it 
enamelled,  as  a  heautifiU  meadow 
is  enamelled  by  the  spring  or  gum- 
mer  tlowers,  very  glorious  to  be- 
hold!) I  be^in  to  be  alVaid  Uiatl 
may  have  tired  you;  and  the  more 
likely,  as  I  have  written  without 
that  mefkod  or  order,  which  Ithink 
constituteth  the  beauty o( goodviri- 
ting:  which  method  or  nrrfer,  never- 
theless, may  be  the  better  excused 
in  a  familiar  epistle  (as  this  may  be 
called),  you  pardoning,  sir,  the 
familiiirity  of  the  word:  but  yet 
not  altogether  here,  I  must  needs 
own;  because  this  is  a. letter,  and 
not  a  letter,  as  I  may  say;  out  a 
kind  of  short  and  pithy  discourse. 


r 


I 
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touching  upon  various  and  mimlry 
topics,  every  one  of  which  might 
be  a.  fit  theme  to  enlarge  upon, 
even  to  volumes;  if  this  ejn'Molary 
liinciiurse  (then  let  me  call  it) 
should  be  pleaain^  to  ^on  (aa  I  am 
inclined  to  think  it  will,  because 
of  the  sentiments  and  aphorisms  of 
the  wisest  of  the  ancienls  which 
glitter  through  il  like  bo  many  d&Z' 
zling  sunbeams,)  I  will  (at  my  lei- 
BureJ  work  it  np  into  &  methodical 
discourse;  and  perhaps  may  one 
day  print  it,  with  a  dedication  to 
my  honoured  patron,  (if,  sir,  I  have 
your  leave)  singly  at  first  (but  not 
till  X  have  thrown  out  anonymous- 


made  myself  of  some  account  in 
the  cnmmnniBealth  of  letters,)  and 
afterwarda  in  my  worts  —  not  for 
the  vanity  of  the  thing  (however)  I 
will,  say,  but  for  the  tue  it  may  be 
of  to  Uie  public ;  for  (as  one  well 
olwervetb)  thougkglory  always  fol- 
lowethmrtve,  yet  it  should  beconsi- 
dered,  only  as  its  shadow. 


A  very  pretty  Haying ,  and  wortliy ' 
of  all  men's  admiration! 

And  now,  [most  worthy  sir ,  my 
very  good  frietid  and  patron)  re- 
ferring the  whole  to^oura,  and  to 
your  two  hrolhers.,  and  to  young 
Mr.  Harlowe's  consideration,  and 
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eeer  shall  delight  to  be,  in  all  cases, 
and  at  all  limes. 

Your  and  their  most  ready 

and  obedient ,  as  well 

as  faithful  Hervsnt, 

Eliab  B&unt, 


LETTEH  CIS. 


y.,.. 


vl.] 


Sept.  G. 


she  somewhat  better?  — 
Blessings     upon     thee     witfaou! 
number  or  measure!    Let  her 
be  better  and  better!    7'ell  m 
at  least,  if  she  benn' so:  fort 
knowest  not  what  joy  that  i     _ 
temporary  reprieve ,  that  she  will 
hold  out  yet  a  day  or  two,  ga« 

But  who  toid  this  bard-hearte* 
and  death -pronouncing  doctoii 
that  she  will  hold  it  no  longer?  Bp 
what  warrant  Ea3'S  he  Ibis?  Wbel 
presumption  in  these  paradini 
solemn  fellows  of  a  college,  whid 
will  be  my  contempt  to  the  late* 
hour  of  my  life ,  if  this  brother  a 
it  (emioent  as  he  is  deemed  to  be] 
cannot  work  an  ordinary  miradp 
in  Jier  favour,  or  rather  in  mine  I 

Let  me  tell  thee,  Belford,  that 
already  he  deserves  the  iitmolt 
coutempt,for  BoSeringthiechann* 
ing  clock  to  run  down  so  loiK 
Whatmust  be  bis  art,  ifltooold 
not  wind  it  up  in  a  quarter  of  ti 


Madam  Harloren,  and  hor  excel- !  wheels  of  life  and  motion  were  W 
lent  daughter  JVfcis  j4ra6e//aWir-'good,  that  they  seemed  only  ti 
lowe;  I  take  the  liberty  to  9ub-|  want  common  care  and  oiling! 
jeuieiDjeeJf,whatI(™?yam,andl     I  am  obliged   to  yon  foe  .eib 


r 


-deavouring  to  engage  her  to  seel 
me,  "IVaa  acting  Tike  a  friend. 
Jf  she  hod  voucbsafed  me  that' 
favour,  abe  should  have  seen  at 
her  feet  the  moat  abject  adorer 
that  ever  kneeled  to  justly^of- 
f ended  beaut]'. 

What  she  bid  you,  and  what 
she  /urfiiViyou,  to  tell  me  (the  lat- 
ter for  lenrfBroonBiderBtions;)  that 
she  forgives  me;  and  that,  could 
she  have  made  me  a  f/oi"/ man,  she 
could  have  made  me  a  hapj^  one ! 
that  she  even  loved  me  I  At  auch 
a  moment  to  own  that  she  nnce 
loved  mt !  Never  liefure  loved  any 
man!  That  she  prays  for  me! 
That  her  last  tear  should  be  shed 
forme,  could  she  by  it  save  a  soul 


greater 

for  the  clonds  that  1  bad  contrived 
to  cast  about  her  —  and  now  to 
escape  me  thus!  —  No  power  left 
me  to  repair  her  wrongs!  —  No 
alleviation  to  my  self-rejiroaoh!  — 
No  dividing  of  blame  with  her  — 
Tell  her,  0  tell  her,  Belford! 
Cliat  her  prayers  and  wishes,  her 
superlatively  generous  prayers 
and  wishes,  sball  tinl  be  vain:  that 
Irnn,  and  dn  repent  — and  limr/ 
have  repented :  —  tell  her  of  my 
frequent  deep  remorses  —  it  was 
impossible  that  such  remorses 
.bould  not  at  last  prod  ucef/^cfiiaZ 
■emorse  —  yet  abe  must  not  leave 
ne  —  she  must  live ,  if  she  would 
wish  to  have  my  contrition  perfect 
for  what  can  despair  produceV 


snperlativel  —  Why  does  she 
inveigh  against  meV  —  Why  does 
she  not  execrate  me?  —  0  thi 
triumphant  subduer!^Everabovi 
me!  — And  now  to  leave  me  so  in 
finitely  below  her! 

Marry  and  repair,  at  any  lime 
tfaia,  wretch  that  I  was!   was  mj 

I  ilea  to  myself.  To  give  her  i 
owering  Bensibility;  to  bring  her 
.down  from  among  the  stars  which 
her  beamy  head  was  surrounded 
by,  that  my  wife, 80  greatly  above 
me,  might  not  despixe  me;  this 
was  one  of  my  reptile  motives, 
owing  to  my  more  reptile  euvy. 


0  my 


of  ii 


feriority  toher!  —  Yet  she,  from 
step  to  step ,  from  distress  to  dis- 
tress, to  maintain  her  superiority : 
and  like  thesuD,  to  breokoat  upon 


of  your  letters.  You  have  infi- 
nitely obliged  me  by  this  last,  and 
by  pressing  for  an  admission  for 
me,  though  it  succeeded  not. 

Once  more,  how  could  I  he  such 
a  villain  to  so  divine  a  creature! 
Yet  love  her  all  the  time,  as  never 
man  loved  woman !  —  Curse  upon 
my  contnvinn  ffeniiis!  Curse  upon 
my  intriguing  head^  and  upon  my 
seconding  heart!  —  To  sport  with 
the  fame,  with  the  honour,  with 
the  life,  of  such  an  angel  of  a  wo- 
man! Omyd  — n'dmcredulity! 
that,  believing  her  to  be  a  woman, 
I  must  hope  to  /iird  her  a  woman! 
On  my  incredulity,  that  there 
could  be  such  virtue  (virtue  for 
'     '      '    "  ■    the  Bex,  founded 


\ 
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aspect  serenely  cheerinl.  ■ 

he  meutiunect  tbe  iuereaaedl 


She 


1  thai 


If  she  recover,  and  written  ov 
It  1  cuu  DUt  re-obtaiu  her  favour,  tend  her. 
then,  indeed,  will  life  be  life  to      I  found  her  up,  and  dressed;  L 
me.     The  world  never  aaio  such  a.  a.  white  satten  night-gown.    Ever  I 
hnaband  aa  I  will  make.     I  will  elegant;  but  now  more  so,  than  I 
have  no  will  but  hers.     She  shall  1  hud  aeeu  her  for  a  week  pastij 
conduct  me  in  all  my  steps.     She 
shall  open  aud    direct  toy  pro- 
spects, and  turn  every  motion  of 
my  heart  as  she  pleases. 

Youtellme,  in  your  letter,  that 
at  eleven  o'clock  she  had  sweet 
rest;  and  my  servant  acquaiats 
me,  from  Mrs.  Smith ,  that  she  has 
had  u  ^ood  night.  Wliat  hopes 
does thisfillmewith!  Ihavegiven 
the  fellow  five  guineas  for  his 
good  news,  to  be  divided  between 
him  and  his  fellow- servant. 

Dear,  dear  Jackl  confirm  this 
to  me  in  thy  neit  —  for  Heaven'^ 
sake  do!  —  Tell  the  doctor  1  will 
make  him  a  present  of  a  thousand 
guineas  if  he  recover  her.  Ask  if 
a  consultation  be  necessair. 

Adieu,  dear  Belfordl  Confi: 
I  beseech  thee,  the  hopes  that  u< 
with   sovereign    gladness,    have 
taken  poasesaion  of  a  heart,  that, 
neit  to  here,  is 

Thine. 


dimness  of  her  eyes, 
tremor  which  had  invaded  I 
limbs.  If  this  be  dying,  eaidsheirl 
there  is  nothing  at  all  shocking  ill 
it  My  body  Tiardly  sensible  <f^ 
pain,  my  mind  at  ease,  m 
lects  clear  and  perfect  as  ever. 
What  a  good  and  gracious  God 


r  this  IS  what  1  al- 


f  told  her,  it  » 
with  you. 

There  ia  not 
for  it,  replied  she. 


'Tia  a  choiM 


i  comfort,'  Mr.  Belford,    at  the  J 

f  winding  up  of  our  short  story,  ttfl 

be  able  to  aay,  I  have  rather  mf^ 

L,  fereil  iiyuriea  mynelf,  than  offert 

',  them  toofAei-s.  IblesBQod.thonf^ 

s  I  have  been  unhappy,  as  the  wiWl 

jeems  it,  and  oncelthought  mOTK 

iO,  than  at  present  I  think  I  onght 

to  have  done;  since  my  c 

0  work  out  for  i 

everlasting  happiness;  yet  hi 

it  wilfully  made  aay  o 
._reso.  I  have  no  reason      ^ 
)  for  any  thing  but  for  the  aorrowJl 
.  have  given  my  friends. 
)      But   pray^    Mr.    Belford, 
inquire  how  ttie  lady  member  me  in  the  beat  mannet 
"»o,    luiu  ordered  him   to  eall'my  cousin  Morden;  and  deiirt 
upon  me  »he]i  he  came  back.     I 'him  to  comfort  them,  and  toteHV 
waaploiiaudtohearshehad  toler-ltbem,  that  all  would  have  bee»l 
able  rest.    As  soon  as  1  had  dia-  the  same,  had  they  acceptedixa 
jMMUed  hitti  with  the  latter  I  hadjiny  tiue  penitence,  ~' 
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servant  arrived  here  be-  I 

IS  stirring. 

■- e  how  the  lady 


I  was  called  downr  it  was  to 
Harry,  who  waa  Just  retnrned 
from  MisB  Howe's,  to  whom  he 
carried  the  lady's  letter.  The 
Htnpid  fellow,  being  bid  to  make 
haste  with  it,  and  letnm  as  soon 
as  poaaible,  staid  not  till  Miss 
Howe  had  it,  she  being  at  the  dia- 
tanceof  five  miles,  although  Mrs, 
Howe  would  have  had  him  atay, 
and  sent  a  man  and  horse  pur< 
poaelywith  it  to  her  daughter. 

Thb  poor  lady  is  just  recovered 
from  a  fainting  fit,  which  has  left 
her  at  deatffa  door.  Her  late 
tranquillity  and  freedom  from 
pain,  seemed  but  a  lighlening,  aa 
Mrs.  Lovick  and  Mrs.  Smith 
call  it 

By  my  faith,  Lovelace,  I  bad 
rather  part  with  all  the  friends  I 
have  in  the  world,  than  with  this 
lady.  I  never  knew  what  a  vir- 
tuous, a  holy  friendship,  aalmay 
call  mine  U>  her,  was  before.  But 
to  be  BO  neia  to  it,  and  to  be 
obliged  to  forego  it  ao  soon,  what 
anaBlictiou!  Yet,  thank  Heaven, 
1  lose  her  not  by  my  men  fault  1  — 
But  'twould  be  barbarous  not  to 
■pare  thee  now. 

She  has  sent  for  the  divine  who 
iwaited  her  before,  to  pray  with 


t 


IJJTTEE  CII. 


Like   jEsop'a   traveller,    thou 
iweat  hot  and  cold,   life  and 
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death,  in  the  same  breath,  with  a 
view,  no  doubt,  to  distract  me. 
How  familiarly  dost  tfaou  use  the 
words,  dying,  dimness,  tremor! 
Never  did  any  mortal  ring  so 
many  changes  on  bo  few  Sella, 
Thy  true  lather,  I  dare  swear,  waa 
a  batcher,  or  an  undertaker,  by 
the  delight  thou  seemest  to  take 
in  sccnea  of  death  and  horror. 
Thy  barbarous  reflection,  that 
thou  loaest  her  not  by  thine  own 
fault,  is  never  to  be  forgiven. 
Thoa  hast  but  one  way  to  atone 
for  the  torments  thou  giveat  me, 
and  that  is,  by  sending  me  word 
that  she  is  better,and  will  recover. 
Whether  it  be  true  or  not,  let  me 
be  told  so,  and  1  will  ^a  abroad 
rejoicing  and  believing  it,  and  my 
wishes  and  imagination  ahall 
make  out  all  the  rest. 

If  Bhe  live  but  one  year,  that 
I  may  acquit  myself  lo  myself 
(no  matter  for  the  world!)  that 
her  death  is  not  owing  to  me,  1 
will  compound  for  the  rest. 

Will  neither  vows  nor  prayers 
save  her!  I  never  prayed  in  my 
life,  put  all  the  years  of  it  to- 
gether, aa  I  have  done  for  thia 
fortnight  paat:  and  I  have  most 
eiucercly  repented  of  all  my  base- 
ness to  her  —  and  will  nothing 
do? 

But  after  all,  if  she  recovernot, 
this  reflection  mnst  be  my  comfort  r 
and  it  ia  trvth ;  that  her  departure 
will  be  owiuc;  rather  to  wilfnlneaa, 
to  downright  female  wilfulness, 
than  to  any  other  cauae. 

It  is  difficult  for  people ,  wW 
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to  stop  whore  firBt 
d  to  atop.  ' 

I  have  the  charity  to  believe,  | 
that  eveo  Jamea  and  Arabella; 
Harlowe,  at  first,  intended  noj 
more  by  the  confederacy  they 
formed  against  this  their  angel  | 
sister,  than  to  disgrace  and  keep 
her  down,  lest  (sordid  wretches  I ) 
their  uncles  ahould  follow  the  ex- 
ample their  graadfathcr  bad  set, ' 
to  their  detriment. 

So  this  lady,  as  I  snppose,  in- 
tended only  at  first  to  vex  and 
pla^e  me;  and,  finding  she  could 
doittothepurpoae.herdesireofre- 
venge  inaensibly  became  stronger 
in  herthan  the  desire  of  life;  and 
now  she  is  willing  to  die,  as  an 
event  which  ahe  thinks  will  cut 
my  hear-stringB  asunder.  And 
stlH,  the  more  to  be  revenged,  puts 

on  the  christian,   and  for^ves 


fervently  as  I  love  —  hut  of  that 
thy  heavy  aou!  is  not  capable. 

Send  me  word,  by  the  neil,  ! 
conjure  thee,  in  the  names  of  all 
her  kindred  saints  and  angeli, 
that  she  is  living,  and  likely  to 
livel  —  If  thou  sendest  ill  Mws, 
thou  wilt  be  answerable  for  tie 
consequence,  whether  it  be  fetil 
to  the  messenger,  or  to  thy 

LovEtAca. 


Db.  H.  has  just  been  here.  He 
tarried  with  me  till  the  miniiW 
had  done  praying  by  the  Wjj 
and  then  we  were  both  adcdttei 
Mr.  Goddard,  who  came  wMe&t 
doctor  and  the  clergyman  WW 
with  her,  went  away  with  thW 
when  tliey  went.  They  t<*k  * 
solemn  and  everlasting  leave  W 
her,  as  I  have  no  scrapie  to  sa/j 
blessing  her,  and  being  blessed  f? 
her;  and  wishing  i^when  it  cuM 
to  be  their  lot)  for  an  eiit,  *> 
happy  as  hers  is  likely  to  be. 

She  had  again  eamestlj^  r^ 
quested  of  the  doctor  hia  opinio 
how  lone  it  was  u„w  probable  tint 
she  could  coutinne:  and  he  tola 
her,  that  he  apprehended  w 
would  hardly  see  lo-raorrowni^ 
She  said,  sbe  ahould  nnniber  W 
hours  with  greater  pleasure,  tli» 
ever  ahe  numbered  any  in  her  ItW) 
on  the  most  joyful  occasion. 

flow  unlike  pool*  Helton's  '>y 

hours,  hers!     See  the  infinitedii- 

lovedst  butliulE  &o\ieien<ib'ui\kt«^K.\s,aathB^i«pi<, 


I  do  not  deserve 

bear  it! —  and  what  is  it  but  a 
mere  rerW  forgiveness,  as  osten- 
tatiously as  cruelly  given ,  with  a 
view  to  magnify  neraelf,  and 
wound  me  deeperl  A  little,  dear, 
specious  ^  but  let  me  atop  —  leat 
I  blaspheme  I 

Rbadino  over  the  above,  I  am 
ashamed   of  my  lamblings;    but 
what  would'st  have  me  doV    Seest 
tbou  not  tliat  1  am  but  seeking 
run  out  of  myself,   in  hope  to  lo 
myself;  yet  that  I  am  unable 
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and  affecting  occasion,  be-' 

LHgoodandnbadtoiisciencti! 

[  This  moment  a  man  is  come 

fota  Miss  Hone   with  a   letter.' 

erhaps  1  shall  be  able  to  Bend 

uthe  contcntB.  j 

I'SoB  endeavoured  several  timesi 
^th  eamcfituess ,  but  in  vain ,  to ' 
Teadtbe  letter  of  her  dear  friend,  j 
The  writing,  she  aaid,  was  too' 
fine  for  her  grosser  sight,  and  the 
lines  staggered  under  her  eye.  And 
indeed  she  trembled  so,  she  could 
not  hold  the  pafier;  and  at  last 
desired  Mrs.  Lovick  to  read  it  to 
her,  the  meEseugor  waiting  for  an 
answer.  I 

Thoa  wilt  see,  in  Miss  Howe's' 
letter,  how  difi'erent  the  eipres-' 
eion  of  the  same  impatience,  and 
paasionate  love,  is,  when  dictated 
by  the  gentler  mind  of  a  woman. 
from  tbat  which  results  from 
mind  ho  boisterous  and  knotty 
thine.  For  Mrs.  Lovick  will 
tranacribe  it;  and  I  shall  seud  it 
■       *o  be  read  in  this  place,  if  thou 


a  gentle  mind  in  distress,  that  I 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  for- 
bear visiting  you  ao  much  as  once 
in  all  this  time !  1,  us  well  as  every 
body  else,  to  desert  and  abandon 
my  dear  creature  to  strangers! 
What  will  become  of  rae,  if  you 
be  as  bad  as  my  apprehensions 
make  you! 

I  will  set  out  this  tnomeut,  little 
as  the  encouragement  is  that  yon 
give  me  to  do  so !  My  mother  is 
willing  1  should.  Why,  O  why, 
was  she  not  before  willing ! 

Yet  she  persuadea  nie  too  (lest  I 
should  be  fatally  afl'ected  were  I 
to  find  my  fears  too  veil  justified) 
to   wait  the  return   of  this  mes- 


-  else  —  but. 


'hi  my  dearest,  dearest  friend, 
what  else?  —  One  line  fi'om  your 
j  hand  by  bim!  —  Send  me  but  one 
line  to  bid  me  attend  youl  Iwill 
set  out  the  moment,  the  very  mo- 


,  What  will  become  of  your  poor 
a  Howe !  I  see  by  your  \ 
as  well  as  read  nyyoui' 
,    (which,   were  you  not 
wj  ill,  you  wouid  ha' 
_Jiouclled  more  tenderly)  how  it 
with  youl  Why  have  1  thus  lon^ 
delayed  to  attend  you!     Coaldl 
think,  that  the  comfortiugs  of  a 
^Wthml  friend  were  as  nothing  to 


,    I  r 


1  I 


actually  ready  to  do  so  I  And  if 
you  love  me,  as  I  love  you,  the 
sight  of  me  will  revive  you  to  my 
hopesi —  But  whj",  why,  when! 
can  think  this,  did  I  not  go  up 
sooner? 

Blessed  Heaven!  deny  not  to 
my  prayers,  my  friend,  my  ad- 
momsher,  my  adviser,  at  a  lime 
BO  critical  to  myself. 

But  metbinks,  your  style  and 

sentiments  arc  too  well  connected, 

full  of  life  and  vigour,  to  give 

ae  for  so  much  despair  as  the 

staggering    pen   seems   to   fore- 
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Jimst  add  thus  much,  though  the 
servant  is  readj'  mountad  at  the 
door,]  when  Mr.  Belford's  servant 
came  with  your  affecting  letter.  1 
was  at  Miss  Lloyd's.  Mj  mamma 
sent  it  to  me;  and  1  came  home 
that  iuatant.  But  he 
He  would  not  stay,  it  fl( 
I  wanted  to  ask  him  a  hundred 
thouaand  quaations.  But  why  de- 
lay I  thuB  my  messenger?  leave 
a,  multitude  of  things  to  say  to 
you  —  to  adviee  with  yon  about ! 

—  You  shall  direct  me  in  every 
thing.  I  will  obey  the  holding  up 
of  your  finger.  But  if  ^ou  leave  me 

—  what  ifl  the  world,  or  any  thing 
in  it,  to  Your 

Ash  A  Howe.  . 

The  effect  this  letter  had  on 
the  lady ,  who  is  so  near  the  end 
which  tne  fair  writer  ao  much  ap- 
prehends and  deplores,  obliged 
MrB.Lovick  to  make  many  breaks 
in  reading  it,  and  many  changes 
of  voice. 

This  if  a  friend,  said  the  divine 
lady,  (taking  the  letter  in  her 
hand ,  and  kissing  it)  worth  wish- 
ing to  live  for.  —  0  my  dear 
Annallowe!  How  uninterrupted- 
ly sweet  and  noble  has  beeu  oui 
friendship!  —  But  we  shall  one 
day  meet  (and  this  hope  must 
comfort  ua  both)  never  to  part 
again!  Then,  divested  of  the 
ihades  of  body,  shall  ne  be  all 
light  and  all  mind!  —  Then  how 
unalloyed,  how  perfect,  will  be 
oar  friendship  1  Our  love  then 
will  have  one  and  the 
able  object,  and  wc  Bhalt  eojoy  it 
0pd  each  otber  to  all  etetnit; ' 


She  said,  her  dear  friend  was 

earnest  for  a  line  or  two,  that 
she  fain  would  write,  if  she  could: 
and  she  tried ,  but  to  no  purpose; 
She  could  dictate,  however,  ebo 
believed;  and  desired  Mrs. Lovicfc 
would  take  pen  aodpaper.  Which 
she  did,  and  then  ahe  dictated  to 
ker.  I  would  have  withdrawn; 
but  at  her  desire  staid. 

She  wandered  a  good  deal,  at 
first.  She  took  notice  that  she 
did.  And  when  ahe  got  into  a 
little  train,  not  pleasing  herself, 
she  apologized  to  Mi's,  Lovick 
for  makin?  her  begin  again  and 
again;  and  said,  that  the  third 
time  should  go,  let  it  be  as  it 
would. 

She  dictated  the  farewell  part, 
without  hesitation ;  and  when  she 
came  to  the  blessing  and  sub- 
ecriptiou,  she  took  the  pen,  and 
dropping  on  her  knees,  supported 
'  Mrs.  Lovick,  wrote  the  cod- 
sion ;  but  Mrs.  Lovick  whs 
forced  to  guide  her  hand. 

You  wdl  find  the  sense  sur- 
prisingly entire,  her  weakness 
considered. 

I  made  the  oiesseuger  wait, 
while  I  transcribed  it.  I  have  in 
the  letter  made  pauses,  whereto 
the  best  of  my  remembrance,  she 
paused,  in  nothing  that  relates 
this  admirable  lady,  can  I  be 


YoD  must  not  be  surprised  — 
nor  grieved  ^  that  Mrs.  Lovick 
writes  for  me.  Although  I  cannot 
obey  you,  aad  write  with  my /wi* 


[ 


yet  my  heart  writes  by  hera  —  ac- ; 
eept  it  BO  —  it  ia  the  uearest  to 
OTCdience  I  can ! 

And  now  what  uuijhl  I  to  BavV 
"What  can  I  gavV  —  Bat  why 
should  you  not  know  the  trath? 
Since    Boon   you   muat   —   very 

Know  then ,  and  let  yoor  tears 
be  those,  if  ofpity,oOi'y/Wpity!| 
for  I  permit  you  to  shed  a  lew,  toi 
embalm,  aa  1  may  say,  a  fallen | 
blossom  —  know  then,  that  the| 
good  doctor,  and  the  pious  clergy- 
man ,  and  the  worthy  apothecary, 
have  juat  now  —  with  joint  bene- 
dictions —  taken  their  lust  leuve 
of  me:  and  the  former  bids  me 
hope  —  do,  my  dearest,  let  me 
say,  Jiope  —  hope  for  my  enlarge- 
ment before  to- morrow  sua'Set. 

Adieu,  therefore,  my  dearest 
friend!  —  Be  this  your  consola- 
tion, 08  it  is  mi'iie,  that  iu  God's 
food  time  wo  shall  meet  in  a 
leased  eternity,  never  more  to 
parti—  Once  more,  then,  adieu 
—  and  be  happy!  —  Which  a 
eenerons  nature  cannot  be ,  uu- 
Tese  —  to  its  power  —  it  makea 
others  so  too. 

God  for  ever  bless  you  I  prays, 
dropt  on  my  bended  knees,   al- 
tiioagh  supported  upon  them, 
Your  obliged,  grateful, 
affe  ■■      ■ 


,    ol 

here.  Thou  art  a  merci- 
less master.  The  two  follows  "are 
haltered  to  death  by  thee ,  to  use 
a  female  word;  and  all  female 
words ,  though  we  are  not  sure  of 
then'  derivation,  have  veryjsigiii- 
ficant  meanings.  1  believe,  iu 
their  hearts,  they  wish  theongol 
in  the  heaven  that  is  ready  to  ce~ 
ceive  her,  and  thee  at  thy  proper 
place ,  that  there  might  be  an  end 
of  their  /lurHen;  another  word  of 
the  same  gender. 

What  a  letter  hast  thon  sent 
mel  —  Poor  Lovelace!  —  is  all 
the  answer  I  will  return. 

Fii-e  o'clock.]  Col.  Morden  is 
this  moment  arrived. 

LETTER  cnn.^ 

Ml.  Beirnrd.    la  GDntlmulIoD, 


I    J 


Eigbl  in  iim  E^onlDgH 


Cl.  Hablowe. 

WasN  I  had  transcribed  and 
sealed  this  letter,  by  her  direc- 
tion, I  gave  it  to  the  measengf 
gyself  who  told  mo  that  m1( 
owe  waited  for  nothing  but  hi 
rett)i?U,to  set  out  for  Loi 


former,  to  teU  you,  that  Col. 
Mordeu  was  arrived.  He  was  on 
horseback,  attended  by  two  ser- 
vants, and  alighted  at  the  door, 
just  as  the  clock  struck  Gve.  Mrs. 
I  Smith  was  then  belotv  in  the  hack 
jshop  ,  weeping,  her  husband  with 
her ,  who  was  as  much  affected  as 
she;  Mrs.  Lovick  having  left  them 
a  little  before,  in  tears  likewise; 
for  they  had  been  hemoauing  one 
another;  joining  in  opinion  that 
I  the  admirable  lady  would  not  live 
the  night  over.  She  had  told 
I  them,  it  was  hei-  opinion  too, 
'  front  some  numbuesses  which  she 
called  the  forerunners  of  death, 
and  from  an  iucreascd  inclinatiDn 
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The  colonel,  lu  Mn.  Smith 
toM  me  afterwatds,  tuked  with 
great  impatience .  the  moment  he 
alighted,  Uo»MiB»Harlowewtu? 
She  answered,  Alive;  but.  she 
feared,  drawing  on  apace.  Good 
God  I  Baid  he,  vith  IiIh  bands  and 
eyea  lifted  up.  Can  I  aee  herV 
M7  name  is  Mordeu.  I  have  the 
honour  to  he  nearly  related  to 
her.  Step  up,  pray;  and  let  her 
know  [she  is  aensible ,  I  hopel  that 
I  am  here.     Who  ib  with  her? 

Nobody  but  her  nui-se,  and  Mrs. 
Lovick,  a  widow  gentlewoman, 
who  IB  aB  careful  other,  as  if  she 
were  her  mother. 

And  more  careful  too,  inter- 
rnpted  he ,  or  she  ia  uot  careful  ai 
all 

Except  a  geulleman  be  with 
her,  one  Mr.  Boiford,  continued 
Mr».  Smith,  who  has  been  the  best 
friend  she  hae  had. 

If  Mr.  Belford  be  with  her, 
Burely  I  may  ^  hut  pray  Btep  up, 
and  let  Mr.  Belford  know,  that  1 
shall  take  it  for  a  favour  to  apeak 
with  him  first. 

Mrs.  Smith  came  up  to 
mj  new  apartment.      1  h) 
juBt  dispatched  your  servant,  and 
waa  asking  her  nurse,  if  1  might 
again   be  admitted?     Who 
swered,   that  she  waa  dozin^ 
the  elbow-chair,   having  refused 
to  lie  down,  saying,  she  shonld 
aoon.   she  hoped,    lie  down  foi 

The  colonel,  who  ia  really  a 
fine  gentleman,  received  me  with 
great  politeneaa.  After  the  first 
compbnicats,  My  cousin ,  sir,  said, 
he ,  IB  more  obliged  to  you  than 


favour;  and,  little  thinkiaetki 
dear  creature  so  veiy  bad,  nwi 
neglected  to  attend  her.  s»I 
ought  to  have  done  the  oiDiiicall 
arrived;  Sad  loould,  hadlknon 
how  ill  she  was,  and  whatatwkl 
should  have  had  with  Uie&iwll-' 
But,  sir,  your  fi'iend  hu  be* 
excesBively  to  blume;  and  JOB, 
being  bo  inlimately  his  frJendi  liU 


no  hopes  of  her  recovery? 
The  doctors  have  left  her 

the  melancholy  declaratioDt  ^* 

Has  ahe  bad  good  BttendtnA 
sir?  A  akilfid  ithysieian?  Ifclir 
these  good  folks  have  been  raf 
civil  and  obliging  to  her. 

Who  could  be  otherwise?  siii 
[ttra.  Smith,  weeping:  she  ii  th 
sweetest  lady  in  the  worldl 

The  character,  said  the  cotond) 
lifting  Dp  his  eyes  and  one  * 
that  ahe  has  from  every 
creature  I  —   Good   Oodl 
could  your  accursed  friend 

And     how    could    her    enid 
parents?    interrupted  I  —    T" 
may  as  easily  account  for  lirn, 
for  llii^m. 

Too  truel  returned  he,  the 
vileness  of  the  profligates  of  ooi 
sex  considered,  whenever  thl^ 
can  get  any  of  the  other  into  thnt 

I  satisfied  him  about  the  cart 
that  had  been  taken  of  her'. 
told  him  of  the  friendly  aad  eves 


ftlimal  attendance  she  had  bad 
from  Dr.  H.  and  Mr.  Goddard. 

He  was  impatient  to  attendher, 
having  not  seen  her,  as  he  said, 
since  aha  was  twelve  years  old; 
and  that  then  aha  gave  promiaea 

of  being  one  of  the  finest 

in  England. 

She  teas  so,  replied  I,  a  very 
few  mouths  ago:  and,  though 
emara  ated ,  she  will  appear  to  jou 
to  have  confirmed  those  promises : 
for  her  features  are  so  regular 
aod  exact,  her  proportion  so  fine, 
and  her  manner  so  inimitably 
graceful ,  that  were  she  only  skiu 
uid  bone,  she  must  be  a  beauty. 

Mrs.  Smith,  at  hia  request,  stept 
y,  and  brought  ub  down  word, 
lUt  Hrs.  Lovick  and  her  nnrse 
"ae  with  her;  and  that  she  was 
rn  so  sound  a  sleep,  leaning  upon 
i\i'  former  in  her  elbow-chair, 
li.it  she  neither  heard  her  enter 
ii-  room,  nor  go  out.  The  colonel 
":;ged,  if  not  improper,  that  he 
iii^ht  see  her,  though  sleeping, 
de  said,  That  his  impatience 
"ould  not  let  him  stay  till  she' 
awsked.  Yet  he  would  not  have 
hirdisturbed:  and  should  bo  glad 
'''  tioutemplate  her  sweet  features, 
"lien  she  saw  him  not:  and  aEkcd, 
I  -^be  thought  he  could  not  go  in, 
^'il  come  out,  without  disturbing 

^be  believed  he  might,  she  an- 
■lEred;  for  her  chaii^s  back  was 
"ards  the  door. 

I!e  said ,  he  would  take  care  to 
Vlfadraw,  if  she  awoke,  that  his 
sudden  appearance  might  notsur- 

ilrs.  Smith,  stepping  up  before 
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us,  bidMrs.  Loviek  and  nurse  not 
to  stir, when  we  entered :  and  then 
we  went  up  softly  together. 

We  beneld  the  lady,  in  a 
charming  attitude.  Dressed ,  as 
I  told  you  before,  in  her  virgin 
white,  she  was  sitting  in  her 
el  how-chair,  Mrs.  Loviek  elose  by 
her  inanother  chair,  with  her  loft 
arm  round  her  neck ,  supporting 
it,  as  it  were;  fbr,  itseenta,  the 
lady  had  bid  her  do  so,  saying, 
She  had  been  a  mother  to  her, 
and  she  would  delight  herself  in 
thinking  she  was  in  ner  mammals 
arms;  for  she  found  herself 
drowsy;  perhaps,  she  said,  for 
the  la£t  time  she  should  ever 
be  so. 

One  faded  cheek  rested  upon 
the  good  woman's  bosom,  the 
kindly  warmth  of  which  had  over- 
spread it  withafaint,  but  charm- 
ing flush;  the  other  paler,  and 
hollow,  as  if  already  iced  over  by 
deatb  Her  hands  white  as  the 
Uly,  with  her  meandering  veins 
more  transparently  blue  than 
everlbad  seen  even  hers,  (veins 
so  soon,  alas  I  to  be  choaked 
up  by  the  congealment  of  that 
purple  stream,  which  alreadv  so 
languidly  creeps,  rather  than 
flows  throu^;h  them!)  her  hands 
hanging  lifelessly,  one  before  her, 
the  other  grasped  by  the  right 
hand  of  the  kind  widow,  whose 
tears  bedewed  the  sweet  face 
which  her  motherly  bosom  sup- 
ported ,  though  unfelt  by  the  fair 
sleeper;  and  either  iuaunsibly  to 
the  good  woinnn,  or  whiit  ttW\ 
would  not  disturb  tei^nw'Y^ftcffi, 
or  to  change  bet  poa\*w:e.-.  ^wk 

Id*         ^m 


'nil.  lu^T  'JET.   r>: 

ahj/«<:l     Mr;,.,     rwi.i'iiv     ran:     ttUL   IHT    .iiil.   rT:ri«;n-ai= 

li'/w    ;«■.•)    tj.iij         wt     jii-t     i.i**!'!.       .*_;;ir.       -= 

M  <'iii  •;    «  ;i,  V      i.tf    f/MiL!fj    ;rjUMi'w    r-rimm.    ttl..   ^..-Ci 

ifj  t;..f    L*;if«  tr.*/vnisr    atii?wa*r   '■•'-e***™- 

^n'.aj  i.i  »;  i.t-,     nu'l  rami:  lo  >a«v--   "J-  11  iim.  tlr   Jaur 

t.*i  i'/ft  iv  in.* A'  'lM:1*/f:  lit  '^-'^  *•  ^"^    ""  ^*'**   «nnB»J 

.M.j,.i  I         ^  .    r-  'jryurin  jl.    am. 

/■i/'"}    'Ji,'jn   hi-,    wtih   hit  ar»t       ,    -^,  „  „^  :i„ 


'  >oi'hiU:ii  fiA.^  ^.uit'M  *,Yi:r]t,  and.  i^.  ^j' 
*«^»i/*i/r/a/;k.Ov.'JOvi:  said  he.  Ar^^  ,-rtl* 


profiwnti 

:.h  broke  off  oar 

the  colonel  then  witk* 

*voii  <'(<'  <■•  '  '        *— --^.  arew  taitJier  behmd  tbe  sereen. 

M  ^  ''^'-  ^^^  ^  cciien  appeantnce  migfat 

W/«  MthtiU  tiinttfliita^  ufzxt  him.  not  surprise  ker. 

''t**/:^i4ltti,yiflth;frtUtt:Tnotion.      Whrr«  am  1?  s«id  she.    How 

.■:  .'i.y  "y/tnits  >.>iir*::o'i  to  indulge  dro^rrr  I  am!  How  long  hare  I 
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I  Shethen  oli'eredtn  raiaeherself; 
Int  being  ready  to  faint  through 
■  nesB,  waa  forced  to  nit  down 
.,  reclining  ber  bead  on  her 
rbaok;  atid,  aflerufew  mo- 
iaia,  I  beliewe  now,  mj  good 
6nds,  snid  she,  all  your  kind 
Rible  will  BOon  be  over.  I  bare 
Q  not  refreabed,  and 
f  fingers'  end  seem  nnmbed  — 
no  feeling!  {bolding  them 
—  'tis  tine  to  send  the  letter 

ff^od  Norton. 
[,  madam, send  oiy  servant 
test  witb  it? 

',  I  thank  you.  It  will 
reach  the  dear  woman  too  soon 
(as  she  will  think)  by  the  post. 

I  told  her,  this  was  not  post 
day. 

Ib  it  Wednesday  still,  saidsbe? 
Bless  me!  I  know  not  bow  the  time 
foes:  bntvery  tediously, 'tis  plain. 
And  now  I  think  I  must  soon  take 
to  my  bed.  All  will  be  most  con- 
veniently, and  with  least  trouble, 
over  there  —  will  it  not,  Mrs. 
LovickV  —  I  think,  sir,  turning  to 
me,  I  have  left  nothing  to  these, 
Iftst  incapacitating  hours.  Nothing 
either  to  say,  or  to  do.  IblessGod, 
I  have  not.  If  I  Aiiif,  boiv  unhappy 
shouldlbe?  Can  you,  sir,  remind 
me  of  any  thing  neceaaary  to  be 
done  or  aaid  to  make  yonr  office 

If,  madam,  yoar cousin  Morden 
should  come,  you  would  be  glad 
to  see  him,  I  presume?  i 

1  am  too  weak  to  wish  to  aee  my  I 
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cousin  uow.  It  would  but  dis- 
compoae  me,  and  him  too.  Yet,  if 
be  come  while  I  can  see,  I  v>itl  see 
him,  were  it  but  to  thank  him  for 
former  favours,  and  for  bia  present 
kind  intentions  to  me.  Has  any 
body  been  here  from  him? 

lie  has  called,  and  will  be  here, 
madam,  In  half  an  houi;  but  he 
feared  to  surprise  you. 

Nothing  can  surprise  me  now, 
eicept  my  mamma  were  to  favour 
me  with  her  last  blessing  in  person. 
That  would  be  a  welcome  surprise 
to  me  even  yet.  But  did  my 
cousin  come  purposely  to  town  to 

Yes,  madam.  Itookthehberty 
to  let  him  know,  by  a  liue  last 
Jlonday,  bow  ill  you  were. 

You  are  very  kind,  sir,  I  am, 
and  have  been  greatly  obliged  to 
yon.  But  I  think  I  ahall  be  pained 
to  aee  him  now,  because  he  will  be 
concerned  to  aee  me.  And  yet,  as 
ill  as  I  shall  presently 


be- 


r  ho  c 


,  the 


chide  me,  very  probably,  and  I 
cannot  bear  chiding  now.  Perhaps 
[leaning  upon  Mrs.  Lovick  and 
.Mrs.  Smith]  1  can  walk  into  the 
neit  apartment  to  receive  him. 

She  motioned  to  rise;  but  naa 
ready  to  faint  again,  and  forced 
to  sitstill.  ■ 

The  colonel  was  in  a  perfect 
agitation  behind  the  screen,  to 
hear  this  discourse ;  and  twice, 
unseen  by  his  cousin,  was  coming 
from  it  towardsher;  but  retreated, 
for  fear  of  surprising  her  taii 
much, 
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1  st«pt  to  liim,  anil  fa^voured  his 
retreat;  sheonly  Baying,  Are  jou 
eoiug,  Mr.  BelfordV  Are  you  sent 
fat  down?  Is  my  cousin  come? 
For  she  heard  somebody  step 
softly  cross  the  room,  and  thought  1 
it  to  be  me;  her  hearing  beingi 
more  perfect  tbau  bcr  eight.  I 

I  told  her,  I  believed  be  was; 
and  sbe  said,  We  most  make  the 
best  of  it,  Mrs.  Lovick,  and  Mrs. 
Smith.  I  shall  otherwiae  most 
grieroD sly  shock  my  poor  cousin; 
for  he  loved  me  dearly  once.  Pray 
give  me  a  few  of  the  doctor's  last 
drops  in  water,  to  keep  up  tny 
spintafor  this  one  interview;  and 
that  is  all,  I  believe,  that  can  coa- 

The  colonel(who  heard  all  tbis^ 
eent  in  his  name;  and  I,  pretending 
to  go  d  own  to  him,  introduced  the 


as  close  to  the  window  as  possible, 
that  he  might  not  see  what  was 
behind  it;  while  be,  having  beard 
what  she  had  said  about  it,  was 
determined  to  take  no  notice  of  it. 
He  folded  the  angel  in  his  arms 
aa  she  sat,  dropping  down  on  one 
knee;  for,  supporting  herself 
upon  the  two  elbows  of  the  chair, 
ahe  attempted  to  rise,  but  could 
not.  Excuse,  my  dear  cousin, 
said  she,  excuse  me,  that  I  cannot 
Btand  up  —  I  did  not  expect  tbis 
favour  now.  But  1  am  glad  of 
this  opportunity  to  thank  you  for 
ally ■■ ■■ 


sooner.  Little  did  I  think  yon 
were  so  ill;  nor  do  any  of  yow 
fiends  believe  it.  If  taey  did—; 
Iftiieyiiid,  repeated  she,  iatefr> 
rnpting  him ,  I  abonld  have  had 
more  compassion  from  tbem.  Z 
am  sure  I  should.  But  pray,  m, 
how  did  you  leave  them?  lot 
ijnu  reconciled  to  them?  If  jva. 
are  not,  I  beg,  if  yon  love  your 
poor  Clarissa,  that  you  will:  for 
every  widened  difference  aw> 
ments  but  my  fault:  since  (Wa 
the  foundation  of  all. 

I  had  been  expecting  in  heu 
fromtbeminyonr  favour,  m»  dear  I 
cousin,  said  he,  for  some  Iioara, 
when  this  gentleman's  lettes  ar- 
rived, ivhich  hastened  me  op;  bat 
I  have  the  account  of  your  grand- 
father's estate  to  m^e  op  with 
you,  and  have  bills  and  diafi* 
upon  their  banker  for  the  gotf 
due  to  you;  which  they  desire  yoU' 
may  receive ,  lest  you  should  bxn 
occasion  for  money.  And  thisi* 
suchanearnest  of  anapproBchiiQ: 
reconciliation,  that  I  dare  to  U^ 
Bwer  for  all  the  rest  being  accord)' 
ing  to  your  wishes,  if  — 

Ahl  sir,  interrupted  she,  witk 

frequent  breaks  and  paoses,  I 

wish,  Iwish,  this  does  not  rattier 

shew,  that  were  1  to  live,  thsy 

would  have  nothing  more  to  bi~ 

to  me.     I  never  had  any  pride  i 

being  independent  of  them:   1 

my  actions,  when  I  might  baf 

made  myself  more  independenl 

shew  tliis  —  but  what  avail  tfaetf 

reflections  now?  —   I  only  bea 

,  that  you,  and  fAu  RentlemMl 

to  whom  I  ameioeemngly  ol'' 

ed  —  will  adjust  those  mattei 


r 
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according  to  the  wili  I  have 
written.  Mr.  Belford  will  eieuse 
me:  but  it  was  in  truth  more  ne- 
cessity than  choice,  that  made  me 
thinkof  giving  him  the  trouble  he 
so  kindly  aocepta.  Had  I  had  the 
happiness  to  see  you,  my  cousin 
—  aoooar  —  or  to  know  that  you 
stili  honoured  me  with  your  re-- 
gard  —  I  shontd  not  have  had  the 
aasuruice  to  ask  this  favour  of 
lam.  —  But  —  though  the  friend 
of  Mr.  Lovelace,  he  is  a  man  of 
honour,  and  he  will  make  peace 
rather  than  break  it  And,  my 
dear  cousin,  let  me  beg  of  you  — 
to  eontribute  your  part  to  it  — 
and  remember,  that,  while  I  have 
nearer  relations  than  my  cousin 
Alorden,  dear  as  you  are ,  and  al- 
ways were  to  me, you  haveno  title 
to  avenge  my  wrongs  upon  him 
who  ihas  been  the  occasion  of 
them.  But  1  wrote  to  you  my 
mind  on  this  subject,  and  my 
reasons;  and  1  hope  1  need  not 
filther  urge  them. 

ImustdoMr.Lovelaceso  much 
justice,  answered  he,  wiping  hie 
eyes,  as  to  witness,  how  sincerely 
be  repents  him  of  his  ungrateful 
baseness  to  you,  and  how  ready 
he  is  to  make  you  all  the  amends 
in  his  power.  He  owns  Au  nicked- 
neea,  and  ynur  merit.  If  he  did 
not,  1  could  not  pass 
though  you  kace  nearer  relations: 
for,  my  dear  cousin,  did  not  your 
gfaudfather  leave  me  in  trust  for 
yon?  And  should  1  think  myuelf 
concerned  for  your  fortune  ' 

not  for  your  honour?  But 
he  is  so  desirous  to  do  you  jn 
I  have  the  less  to  say;  and  you 
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may  make  yourself  entirely  eaay 
on  that  account. 

I  thank  you,  thank  you,  sir, 
said  she;  all  is  now  as  I  wished: 
but  I  am  *ery  faint,  very  weak.  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  hold  up;  that 
I  cannot  better  deserve  the  honour 
of  this  visit;  but  it  will  not  be  — 
and  saying  this,  she  sunk  back  in 
'  'r  chair,  and  was  silent. 

Hereupon  we  both  withdrew, 
leaving  word,  that  we  would  he  at 
the  Bedford  Head,  if  any  thing 
eitraordinary  happened. 

We  bespoke  a  litUe  repast, 
having  neither  of  us  dined;  and, 
while  it  was  getting  ready,  you 
may  guess  at  the  subject  of  our 
discourse.  Both  joined  in  lament 
tation  for  the  lady's  desperate 
state:  admired  her  manifold  ex- 
cellencies: severely  condemned 
,  and  her  friends.  Yet  to 
ig  him  into  better  opinion  of 
you ,  I  read  to  him  some  passages 
from  your  last  letters,  which 
shewed  your  concern  for  the 
wrongs  you  had  done  her,  and 
your  deep  remorse:  and  be  said, 
It  was  a  dreadful  thing  to  labour 
under  the  sense  of  a  guilt  so  irre- 
mediable. 

We  procured  Mr.  &oddard  [Dr. 
H.  not  being  at  home)  once  more 
to  visit  her,  and  call  upon  us  in 
his  return.  He  was  so  good  as  to 
do  so;  but  he  tarried  withhernot 
five  minutes;  and  told  us,  That 
she  was  drawing  on  apace;  that 
he  feared  she  would  not  live  till 
morning;  and  that  she  wished  to 
see  Colonel  Morden  directly. 

The  colonel  made  excuses  whex.% 
none  weve  uteifti',  wii  "iuawfii. 


'^Tir  9BTQKF  fW 


yoB  wDBiid  be  for  a  inr  enikmrfHiKwng; 
fML  iwp  what  I  hwe  jg-  ip  3bi  me  Lmw  Hit 
caML  xon  ^rill  b»  it  frasisDpDfr-  b&bt  me  aboat  mn^koora^ — I 
fiUe  r«ndd  ^nadidiw  iid  -viilCL  mm  drcBdag  to  aaBBd  Jhsl.  JmI 
vikBD  jmn-  MCtijuil  came  wlhrnkf  begf  of  melo  diijMHTli  liia  b«^ 
salionr  jnfter  £Te.  Drlwe  ano|>-  Apaghbntwidi  nnfiliMPiPgtfJr 
pMrtjnua*' for  Jt  ifflmwr:  aadAtf  yimr jiimeiix  impiiiwiPR.  Ifeo- 
m  aDodenxkb  s&d  jei  tout  poor  peeSE.  lie  sbjp^  to  £iid  yi«^^ 
feflowirasJtfrlitdto'^  snTviA  KTiig^rtwhrid^.^ Ifttlmn  ■mill  wtlt 
liie  vedial  mfiBsase  I  BEaaii  im-  basse  iie  cm  bac^  aanSiMhbhm 
yotSaoD^  afinodcnutt  betoidToiL  ima  afiiiearTivc»iz>pw9fr^m^ 
tiol liie ecikBid  irwitik  is/iiie  is  a;&mid  jm  ^wiD  pakblfiB;^ 
Jbdj  eieenTcitT  iQ,  aad  titai  1  heiyprebtgidgthatjPiBiaachrfif 
ocMudairtMirt&vzaealiike.  jomeili  Iibers&refi^BtEMiis 

ad  -Kill  bare  iiiiiiiBi  rmj^^ 

Tab  o'cjocik.      soDB  WB  I  CSa.  'viXil  pBHafliBi- 

The  OD&md  aon  Id  ane  after-  Bvt  rtm  mnat  bai«  a  £rle  pft- 
vank,  to  Vf31  aoe.  li^  ibe  ladr  ticDee:  for  bow  can  I 
baring  beea  ia  eoDmkaoiB.  be  «T«nr  biiif  bcmr  to  -wiiiie.  if  I 
vas  fo  Bonck  disorckraL  ibat  be  adsdned  to  ibe  ladr'?  v 
ODiild  set  {KwaUj  attend  jDe.  or  if  I  am  ^witb  ibe  ootkneL 

I  bare  seat  ef eij  laaJd  boor  to 
kfiovbovdne  dcies:  aad  jiotiiov  SnnQi'^ci^iii'aic: 

I  hare  tbe  i^eaave  to  bear,  tbat  Tbe  ladr  is  in  a  shmiMi  Jfai- 
ber  oommlskMis  bare  kft  berazid  Ixnriek.vbosatiq>wi]i:bec,fli9*- 
tbatsbeic  gone  to  rest  inanaaeb  sbe  bad  a  better  nigbt  i^aa  vai 
quieter  vaj  tban  eoold  be  ex-  expected:  for  ahbong^  aha  dkft 
peetedL  fitde,  sbe  ingiaml  eai^z  ani  ife 

Her  poor  eooan  k  rerj  ameb  easier  for  tbe  pms  £»■■»  aha  aai 
iiidi]^K»aed;Tet  win  not  stir  out  erf"  in;  allbervakbagmomeiAiMig 
tbe  boose  wbile  sbe  k  in  sncb  a  taken  up  in  de%c<km,  ar  ia  « 
waj;biit  intends  to  lie  doamona  ejamlatory  alence:  kerb— fc  lad 
eoneb,  baring  reAised  anjr  otber  ejes  often* lifted  ap,  ani  kerl^i 
aeeomaiodation.  moving  vitk  a  ferrar  ^rartly  if 


Tbe  ec^fxiel  bei^g 
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we  were  both  admitted.  We  ob- 
served in  her,  as  soon  as  we  en' 
tered,  BtroDgr  sjmptoa 
approaching  aissolu  tio  n . 
Btandinc  What  the  women  had 
flattered  ub  witii  from  her  last 
night's  tranquillity.  The  colonel 
and  I,  each  loth  to  saj  what  we 
thought,  looked  upon  one  another 
with  melancholy  countenances. 

The  colonel  told  her.  He  should 
send  a  servant  to  her  nncle  An- 
tony's for  some  papers  he  had  left 
tibere;  and  asked,  If  she  had  any 
commands  that  way? 

She  thought  not,  sheaaid,  speak- 
ing more  inwardly  than  she  did 
the  day  before.  She  had  indeed 
a  letter  ready  to  be  sent  to  her 
good  Norton;  and  there  was  a  re- 
quest intimated  in  it:  but  it  was 
time  enough,  if  the  request  were 
signified  to  those  whom  it  con- 
cerned when  all  was  over.  How- 
ever, it  might  be  scut  then  by 
the  servant  who  was  going  thati 
way.  Andshecausedit  to  begiven 
to  the coionelforthat purpose. 

Her  breath  being  very  short, 
she  desired  another  pdlow.  Having 
two  before,  this  made  her  in  a 
manner  sit  up  in  her  bed ;  and  she 
■poke  then  with  more  distinct- 
ness; and,  seeing  us  greatly  con- 
cerned, forgot  her  own  suderings 
to  comfort  us;  and  a  charming 
lecture  she  gave  us,  though  a  brief 
one,  upon  the  happinessofatimely 
preparation,  and  upon  the  hazards 
L.0f  a  late  repentance,  when  the 
■niod,  as  she  observed,  was  bo| 
■Bucb  weakened,  as  weil  as  the 
'ipdy,    as  to  render  a  poor  30ul| 


,  for  herself  On  the  con- 
trarv,  rejoice  with  me,  that  all  ray- 
worldly  troubles  are  so  near  their 
end.  Believe  me,  sirs,  that  I 
would  not,  if  1  might,  choose  to 
live,  although  the  pTeasantest part 
of  my  life  were  to  come  over  again : 
and  yet  eii/lileen  ffearg  of  it,  out  of 
nineteen,  have  been  uer^ pleasant. 
To  be  so  much  exposed  to  tempta- 
tion, and  to  be  so  liable  to  fail  in 
the  trial,  who  would  not  rejoice, 
that  all  her  dangers  are  over!  — 
All  I  wished  was  pardon  and  bless- 
ing from  mj  dear  parents.  Easy 
as  my  departure  seems  to  promise 
to  be,  it  would   have  been  still 


She  then  repeated  her  request, 
in  the  most  earoest  manner,  to  her 
cotisin,  that  he  would  not  heiifhien 
her  fault,  by  seeking  to  avenge 
her  death ;  to  in; ,  that  1  would  en- 
deavour  to  make  up  all  breaches, 
and  use  the  power  1  had  with  my 
friend,  to  prevent  all  future  mis- 
chiefa  frnm  him,  aa  well  as  that 
which  this  trust  might  give  me,  to 
prevent  any  lo  him. 

She  made  some  eicuses  to  her 
ci'iwiVi,  for  having  not  been  able  to 
alter  her  will,  to  join  him  in  the 
executorehip  with  me;  and  to  tiie 
for  the  trouble  she  had  given,  and 
yet  should  give  me. 

She  ba,4  SiiAewi  \«.-^aOS.  *■» 


vif  C^  liaiise«  to  pet 
vsidnL  ;^  »Mii.  as  ike 


ShSulBlte.      ^B. 


:&  Tffnhgnre  picQiK  jecliL  goM  of 

^JCbi^  £&n«9:  j^  CTr<e  Be  to  Mesl 

Ldvndk.  «iBsi3xi^  ber  to  &M  it  vp 

mneoK  BxM&iiK  p«i^«r.  onst  azr««t  it,  To 

t  thtrius  Mciama^  &/.  sad  to  gm 

it  to  mr.  wbflL  :^]$  w^  itepaztod, 

Sxr  due  ^pem^nmiB.. 


WeilMi[r  jw  W 
Weil  MftV  iiw!  --  Bat  «ia 
fait-  tUziklcaaWavYairal^ 

miA  sead  it 
Ivnfet?  —  If 


Eivtil,  must  I  not  lose  one  half, 
ile  1  put  down  the  other  V 
fhiB  event  is  nearlj  as  iuter- 
ingto  wieaaitia  to  j"u.  If  you 
1  more  grieved  than  I,  thsre  can 
oe  but  onereaaon  for  \t;  audthafs 
at  your  heart!  —  I  had  rather  lose 
all  the  frieuds  I  have  in  the  world 
(yourself  iu  the  number)  than  this 
(UTiueladT;  and  shall  be  unhappy 
wheneTer  I  think  of  her  sufFeringB, 
&nd  of  her  merit;  though  I  have 
nothing  to  reproach  myself  by 
reason  of  the  former. 

I  say  not  this,  just  now,  somach 
to  reflect  upon  you,  as  to  express 
my  own  grief;  though  your  con- 
ecience,  Isuppose,  will  make  you 
think  otherwise. 

Your  poor  fellow,  who  says, 
that  he  bega  for  his  life  in  desinng 
to  be  dispatohed  back  with  a  let- 
ter, tears  this  from  me  —  else  per- 
haps (for  I  am  Just  sent  for  down) 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  would  make 
you  —  not  ea^  indeed  — hut  cer- 
tain  ~-  and  that,  in  a  slate  like 
to  a  mind  like  yours,  ia  a 
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^youra,  1 

Kfielief. 

f: 


>  hear  you 
w  youraelf  tlie  moment 


thia cornea  to  your  hand  (if  possible 
with  Tourville)  in  the  way  of  the 
man  who  least  of  all  men  dc 


thelove  of  the  worthy  heart;  but 
most  that  of  thine  and  Totuville: 
else,  the  news  I  shall  moat  pro- 


bably send  him  withiu  an  hour  or 
two,  will  make  anuihilation  the 
greatest  blessing  he  has  to  wish 
for. 

You  will  lind  him  between  Pic- 
cadilly and  Kensington,  most  pro- 
bably on  horseback,  riding  back- 
wards and  forwards  in  a  crazy 
way;  or  put  up,  perhaps,  atsome 
inn  or  tavern  in  the  way ;  a  waiter 
possibly,  if  so,  watching  for  his 
servant  s  return  to  him  from  me. 

His  man  WiU  is  juat  come  to  me. 
He  will  carry  this  to  you  iu  his 
way  back,  and  be  your  director. 
Hieaway  inaeoachj  or  any  how. 
Your  being  with  bim  may  aave 
either  hia  or  a  servant's  life.  Bee 
the  blessed  effects  of  triumphant 
libertinism  1  .Sooner  or  later  it 
comes  home  to  us,  and  all  con- 
cludes in  gall  and  bitterness  I 
Adieu.  J.  Belp^hd. 

LETTER   CXVII. 
Mr.  Lovelace  lo  John  Beltord,  Esq. 

CunsG  upon,  the  colonel,  and 
curse  upon  the  writer  of  the  last 
letter  1  received,  and  upon  all  the 
world!  Thou  to  pretend  tobeaa 
much  interested  in  my  Clarissa's 
fate  as  myself!  'Tiswell  for  one 
of  ua,  that  this  was  not  said  to 
me ,  instead  of  written  —  living  or 
dying,  she  is  mine  —  and  only 
mine.  Have  I  not  earned  her 
dearly?—  lanotd — nation  likely 
to  be  the  purchase  to  me ,  though 
a  happy  eternity  will  be  hers? 

An  eternal  separation !  O  God ! 
0  GodI  —  How  can  I  beax'i}a%S. 
thought '. — SmV  -j  e\.  'ei«xaS»''ul^\ — 
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Yet,  therefore,  hope  —  enlarge 
my  hope,  and  thou  shalt  be  my 
good  genius,  and  I  will  forgive 
thee  every  thing. 

For  this  last  time  —  but  it  must 
not,  shall  not,  be  the  last — let 
me  hear,  the  moment  thou  re- 
ceivest  this  —  what  I  am  to  be  — 
for,  at  present,  lam 

The  most  miserable  of  men. 

Rose  at  Enightsbridge,  5  o^cIock. 

My  fellow  tells  me ,  that  thou  art 
sending  Mowbray  andTourville 
to  me.  I  want  them  not.  My 
soul's  sick  of  them ,  and  of  all 
the  world;  but  most  of  myself. 
Yet ,  as  they  send  me  word  they 
will  come  to  me  immediately ,  I 
will  wait  for  them,  and  for  thy 
next.  0  Belford !  let  it  not  be — 
but  hasten  it,  hasten  it,  be  what 
it  may ! 

LETTER  OXVm. 
Mr.  Belford  to  Robert  Lovelace,  Esq. 

Seven  o'clock,  Thursday  even.,  Sept.  7. 

I  HAVE  only  to  say  at  present  — 
thou  wilt  do  well  to  take  a  tour  to 
Paris ;  or  wherever  else  thy  destiny 
shall  lead  thee ! ! !  — 

John  Belford. 

LETTER  CXIX. 
Mr.  Mowbray  to  John  Belford,  Esq. 

Uzbridge,  Sept.  7,  between  11  and 
12  at  night. 

DRAK  JACK, 

I  SEND  b^nAnrTwnrelAce's  dssire, 

for«»^  MbreTiate 

i*--  }A,    He 


yet  wants  to  know  every  minute 
passage  of  Miss  Harlowe's  depar- 
ture. X  et ,  why  he  should ,  I  can- 
not see;  for  if  she  is^one,  she  is 
gone ;  and  who  can  help  it? 

I  never  heard  of  such  a  woman 
in  my  life.  What  great  matters 
has  she  suffered,  that  grief  should 
kill  her  thus? 

I  wish  the  poor  fellow  had  nefer 
known  her.  From  first  to  last, 
what  trouble  has  she  cost  him! 
The  charming  fellow  has  been 
half  lost  to  us  ever  since  he  pursaed 
her.  And  what  is  there  in  one 
woman  more  than  another,  for 
matter  of  that? 

It  was  well  we  were  with  him 
when  your  note  came.  Yo^ 
shewed  your  true  friendship  in 
your  foresight.  Why,  Jack,  the 
poor  fellow  was  quite  beside  him- 
self—  mad  as  any  man  ever  was 
in  Bedlam. 

Will  brought  him  the  letter  just 
after  we  had  joined  him  at  the 
Bohemia  Head;  where  he  had  left 
word  at  the  Rose  atKnightsbridge 
he  should  be;  for  he  had  been 
sauntering  up  and  down,  back- 
wards and  forwards,  expecting 
us ,  and  his  fellow.  Will ,  as  soon 
as  he  delivered  it,  got  out  of  his 
way;  and  when  he  opened  it,ne^ 
was  such  a  pi^ce  or  scenery.  He 
trembled  like  a  devil  at  receiving 
it :  fumbled  at  the  seal ,  his  &i^ 
in  a  palsy,  like  Tom  Doleman'a: 
his  hand  shake,  shake,  shake, 
that  he  tore  the  letter  in  two,  be- 
fore he  could  come  at  the  con- 
tents: and,  when  he  had  read 
.them,  off  went  his  hat  to  one 
\(iorftaT  oi^JJEv^it^wsi,  —  D— nation 
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seize  the  world!  and  awholevolleyl 
rSC  such  like  ezef.ralio'is   wishes ; 
aniug  up  and  donn  the  room, 
id  tbrowiog  up  the  sash,   and 
tiling  it  down  and  smiting  hie 
rorehead  with  his  double  fist,  with 
snch  force  as  would  have  felled  an 
ox,    and   stamping   and   tearing, 
that   the    landlord   ran   in,   and 
faster  out  again.     And  this  was 
the  distraclion  scene  for  some  time. 
In  vain  waa  all  Tourville  or  1 
could  Bavto  him.    I  offered  once 
to  take  bold  of  his  hands  because 
he  was  going  to  do  himself  a  mis- 
chief, as  I  believed,  looking  about 
for  his  pistols,  which  hehad  laid 
upon  the  table ,  but  which  Will, 
had  taken  oat  with  him 


and  he  hit  me  a  d— n'd  dowse 
—  the  chops,  as  made  my  nose 
bleed.  'Twas  well  'twaa  fie;  for 
I  hardlj  knew  how  to  take  it. 

Jemmy  raved  at  him ,  and  told 
him,  How  wicked  it  was  in  him, 
to  be  BO  brutish  to  abuse  a  Iriend, 
and  run  mad  for  a  woman.  And 
then  he  said,  he  was  sorry  for  it; 
and  then  Will  ventured  in  with 
water  and  a  towel;  and  the  dog 
rejoiced,  as  I  could  see  by  hia 
look,  that  I /idi' it  rather  than  he. 

And  BO ,  by  degrees  we  brought 
bim  a  little  to  his  reason,  and  he 
promised  to  behave  more  like  a 
man.  And  sol  forgave  him:  and 
we  rode  on  in  the  dark  to  here  at 
Doleman's.  And  we  all  tried  to 
ahame  him  out  of  his  mad  un- 
for   we 


verse  woman  tooi  and  how  could 
he  help  it¥ 

And  you  know,  Jack,  (aa  we 
told  him,  moreover)  that  it  was  a 
shame  to  manhood,  for  a  man, 
who  had  served  twenty  and  twenty 
wonen  as  bad  or  worse,  let  him 
have  served  Miss  Harlowe  never 
BO  bad,  sbonld  give  himself  such 
iilmrropiituus  ail's,  because  she 
would  die:  and  we  advised  him 
never  to  attempt  a  woman  proud 
of  her  character  and  u(>/fie,as  they 
callit,  anymore:  forwhy?  The 
comi^uest  did  not  pay  trouble;  and 
what  was  there  in  one  woman 
more  than  another?  Hey,  yoii 
know,  Jack  I  —  And  thus  we  com- 
forted him,  and  advised  him. 

But  yet  hia  d — n'd  addled  pate 
runs  upon  Uiis  lady  as  much  now 
she's  dead,  as  it  did  when  she  was 
living.  For,  1  suppose,  Jack,  it  is 
no  joke:  she  is  certainly  and  Wii/. 
^rfedead:  i 'n't  she?  Ifnot,  thou 
deservDst  to  be  doubly  d — n'd  for 
thy  fooling,  1  tell  thee  that.  So 
he  will  have  me  write  for  the  par- 
ticnlara  of  her  ileparlure. 

He  won't  bear  the  word  ilead  on 
any  account.  A  squeamish  puppy ! 
How  love  unmans  and  softens! 
And  such  a  noble  fellow  as  this 
tool  Rot  him  for  an  idiot,  and  an 
oafi  I  have  no  patience  with  the 
foolish  liuncical  dog  —  upon  my 
soul,  IbavenotI 

So  send  the  account,  and  let 
bim  howl  over  it,  aal  suppose  ho 

But  he  must  and  shall  go 
abroad:  and  in  a  month  or  two 
Jenuny,  and  you,  and  I,  will  join. 
him,  and  he'll  BCi(«i.syiV'0w6'vRN*x 
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of  this  chicken-hearted  folly, i 
never  fear;  and  will  then  be 
Asbfiineil  of  himself:  and  then 
we'll  not  spare  him;  though  now>,| 
poor  fellow,  it  were  pitj  tofo^/(i'm| 
on  so  Ihict-  as  he  deHCrvefl.  And 
do  thou,  till  then,  spare  all  reAc- 
tioiiBUponhim^for,  it  seems,  thou 
hast  iBorled  liim  unmercifully. 

I  was  willing  to  give  thee  some 
account  of  the  hana  we  have  had 
with  the  tearing  fellow,  who  had 
certainly  been  a.  lost  man,  had  we 
not  been  with  him;  or  he  would 
have  killed  somebody  or  other,  li 
have  no  douht  of  it  And  now  hej 
is  but  very  middling;  sits grianiDgi 
like  a,  man  in  atraw;  curses  ati3 
swears,  and  is  confounded  gloomy ; 
and  creeps  into  holes  and  comers, 
like  an  old  hedge-hog  hunted  for 
his  grease. 

Aud  BO  adieu,  Jack.  Tourrille, 
and  all  of  us,  wish  for  thee ;  for  no 


R.  MoWERiT. 

As  I  promised  bim  that  I  would 
write  for  the  particulars  above 
said,  I  write  this  after  all 
are  gone  to  bed !  and  the  fel- 
low is  to  set  out  with  it  by 
day- break. 


Isuyas  well  try  to  write;  since,' 
were  I  to  go  to  bed,  I  shall  not 
.leep,  1  never  had  Buch  awei^ht, 
ofgrietapoa  my  mind  In  m^life,. 
)fl  the  denuBe  of  tbis  ad- 


mirable woman,  whose  soul  is 
now  rejoicing  in  the  regioi  " 
light. 

lou  may  be  glad  to  know  the 
particulars  of  her  happy  exit.  I 
will  fry  to  proceed ;  for  all  ie  hush 
aud  still;  the  family  retired:  but 
not  one  of  them,  and  least  of  all 
her  poor  cousin ,  I  dare  say 

At  four  o'clock,  as  I  meutioned 
in  mj  last,  I  was  sent  for  down; 
and,  as  thou  usedst  to  tike  my  de- 
scriptions, 1  will  give  thee  tb4 
woeful  scene  that  presented  it- 
self to  me,  as  I  approached  tho 

The  colonel  was  the  first  that 
took  my  attention,  kneeling  oa 
the  side  of  thebed,  the  lady's  right 
band  in  both  his  with  his  face  co- 
vered, bathing  it  with  his  i 
although  she  had  been  comfc . .  ^, 
him,  as  the  women  since  told  me,, 
in  elevated  straius,  but  brokea) 
accents. 

On  the  other  aide  of  the  bed  i 
the  good  widow;  her  face  over-' 
whelmed  with  tears,  leaning  het 
head  against  the  bed's  head  in  a 
most  disconsolate  manner; 
turning  her  face  to  me  as  so 
she  saw  me,  O,  Sir.  Belford, 
she,  with  folded  hands  —  Th« 
dear  lady  —  A  heavy  sob  per- 
mitted her  not  to  say  more. 

I^Itb.  Smith,  with  clasped  fin*' 
gers,  and  uplifted  eyes,  asifim-' 
ploringhelp  from  the  only  power 
which  could  give  it,  was  luieeling 
down  by  the  bed's  feet,  tears  m^ 
large  drops  trickling  down  hei 
cheeks. 
\    Het  nurse   was  kneeling  be- 


Etween  the  widow  and  Mra.  Smith,  I 
heranuB  extended.  In  one  hand 
she  beld  au  ineffectual  cordial, 
nrhicb  she  had  just  been  offering | 
to  her  dying  mistress;  her  face^ 
was  swoln  with  weepine  [though; 
lued  to  such  sceuesas^is);  and 
she  turned  her  eyes  towards  me, 
&B  if  she  called  upon  me,  by  tbem, 
to  join  in  the  helpless  sorrow,  a 
fresh  stream  bursting  from  tbcm 
as  I  approached  the  bed. 

The  maid  of  the  hanse  with  her 
foce  upon  her  folded  arms,  as  she 
stood  leaning  against  the  wain- 
scot, more  audibly  espreat  her 
grief  than  any  of  the  others. 

The  lady  had  been  silent  a  few 
minutes,  and  speechless  as  they 
thoaght,  moving  her  lips  without 
uttering  a  word;  one  hand,  as  J 
said,  in  her  consin's.  But  when 
Mrs.  Lorick  on  my  approach  pro- 
nounced my  name,  O!  Mr.  Bel- 
'ford,  said  she,  with  a  faint  in- 
ward voice,  but  very  distinct 
nevertheless—  Nowl  — Now!  [in 
broken  periods  she  spoke]  —  I 
bless  God  for  his  mercies  to  his 
poor  creature  —  will  all  soou  be 
OTer  —  a  few  —  a  very  few  mo- 
ments—  will  end  this  strife  — and 
I  shall  be  happy. 

Comfort  here,  sir  —  turning  her 
head  to  the  colonel  —  comfort  my 
cousin  —  see !  the  blame  —  able 
kindness  —  he  would  not  wish  me 
to  be  happy  —  so  soon/ 

Here  she  stopt,  for  two  or  three 
tninntes,  earnestly  looking  upon: 
him:  then  resuming,  My  dearest 
cousin^  said  she,  be  comforted  —  j 
what  18  dying  but  the  common, 
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mortal  frame  may 
eeaii  to  labour  —  but  that  is  all! 
^  It  is  not  so  hard  to  die,  as  I  be- 
lieved it  to  he!  —  The  prepara- 
tion is  the  difficulty  —  I  bless 
God,  I  have  had  time  for  that  — 
the  rest  is  worse  to  beholders,  than 
to  me !  —  I  am  all  blessed  hope  — 
hope  itself.  She  looked  what  she 
-■■■''    '*  .."."-^t  smile  beaming  over 


After  a  short  silence,  Once  more, 
my  dear  cousin,  said  she,  butattll 
iu  broken  accents,  commend  me 
most  dutifully  to  mj  father  and 
mother  —  there  she  stopt.  And 
then  proceeding  —  To  my  sister, 
to  my  brother,  to  my  uncles  —  and 
tell  them,  1  bless  them  with  my 
parting  breath  ^  for   all  their 

Soodneas  to  me  —  even  for  their 
ispleaaure  —  I  bless  them  — 
most  happy  has  been  to  me  my 
punishment  kersi  Happy  indeedl 
She  WAS  silent  for  a  few  mo- 
ments, lifting  up  her  eyes,  and  the 
hand  her  cousin  held  not  between 
his.  Then,  0  deailil  said  she, 
where  is  Ihi/ fling !  [The  wotdslre- 
member  to  have  heard  in  the 
burial  service  read  over  my  uncle 
and  poor  Belton].  And  after  a 
pause  —  It  is  good  for  me  thai  1 
affiicied!  Words  of  Scripture, 


1 

Then  turning  towards  ua,  who 
were  lost  in  speechless  sorrow  — 
O  dear,  dear  gentlemen,  said  she, 
you  know  not  what  forelasles  — 
what  a!<^1ll^a^ice;t  —  and  there  she 
aeain  stopped,  and  looked  np,  as 
it  in  a  thankful  rapture,  sweetly 
smiling. 

Then  turning,  \\w  NiSift&'w^w^ia 


im 


THE  HISTOEy  OP 


mo  —  Do  yoii^  sir,  tell  your  friend, 
ilmi  1  iortfivo  him  t  And  I  pray  to 
iUnl  to  iortfivo  him!  —  Again 
)>MiiNii%  Rud  lifting  up  her  eyes, 
UN  if  nrttyintf  that  he  would.  Let 
him  know  how  happily  1  die!  — 
And  that  mucIi  an  my  own,  I  wish 
io  ho  hiM  kit  hour. 

Sho  wai  again  silent  for  a  few 
motnonts:  and  then  resuming  — 
My  night  fails  mo  !  —  Your  voices 
only  -  (for  wo  both  applauded 
hor  (^liristian,  her  divine  frame, 
though  in  accents  as  broken  as 
hoi'  own] :  and  the  voice  of  grief  is 
aliko  in  all.  Is  not  this  Mr.  Mor- 
don*ii  handV  prossin|j[  one  of  his 
with  that  ho  had  just  let  go. 
Which  is  Mr.  Holford's?  holding 
o\it  tho  other.  1  gave  her  mine. 
Ood  Almighty  bless  you  both, 
naid  iho,  and  make  you  both  —  in 
yo\u'  lajit  hour  —  for  you  must 
oomo  to  this  -  -  happy  as  1  am. 

She  paused  again,  her  breath 
giH) wing  shorter;  ana,  after  a  few  j 
mlnuttvi,   And  now,  my  dearest; 
oouiiin,   give   me  your  hand  — j 
noartu*  —  still  nearer  —  drawing  I 
it  towanls  her;  and  she  pressed  it  ^ 
with  her  dving  lips  — God  protect ! 
you,  dear  dear,  sir — and  once  more 
I't^oeivo  my  best  and  most  grateful , 
thanks  --  and  tell  mv  dear  Miss' 
Uowo  —  and  vouchsafe  to  see  and 
to  tell  my  wortliy  Norton  —  she 
will  be  one  day,  I  tear  not,  though 
now  lowly  in  her  fortunes^  a  saint 
in  heaven  —  tell  them  both,  that  I ! 
remember   them    with   thankful 
blessings  in  my  last  moments!  — ; 
And  pray  God  to  give  them  hap-  [ 
piness  here  for  many,  many  years, ' 
for  the  sake  of  their  friends  and 


lovers;  and  an  heavenly  crown 
hereafter;  and  such  assurances  of 
it,  as  I  have,  through  the  all-satis- 
fying merits  of  my  blessed  Ke- 
deemer. 

Her  sweet  voice  and  broken  pe- 
riods, methinks,  still  fill  my  ears, 
and  never  will  be  out  of  my  me- 
mory. 

After  a  short  silence,  in  a  more 
broken  and  faint  accent  —  And 
you,  Mr.  Belford,  pressing  my 
hand,  may  God  preserve  you,  and 
make  you  sensible  of  all  your  er- 
rors —  you  see,  in  me,  how  all 
ends  —  may  you  be  —  and  down 
sunk  her  head  upon  her  pillow, 
she  fainting  away,  and  drawing 
from  us  her  hands. 

We  thought  she  was  then  gone; 
and  each  gave  way  to  a  violent 
burst  of  grief. 

But  soon  shewing  signs  of  re- 
turning life,  our  attention  was 
again  engaged;  and  I  besought 
her,  when  a  little  recovered,  to 
complete  in  my  favour  her  half- 

g renounced  blessing.  She  waved 
er  hand  to  us  both,  and  bowed 
her  head  six  several  times,  as  we 
have  since  recollected,  as  if  dis- 
tinguishing every  person  present; 
not  forgetting  the  nurse  and  the 
maid-servant;  the  latter  having 
approached  the  bed,  weeping,  as 
it  crouding  in  for  the  divine  la^s 
last  blessing;  and  she  spoke  w- 
tering  and  inwardly  —  Bless  — 
bless  —  bless  —  you  all  —  and — 
now  —  and  now  —  [holding  up 
her  almost  lifeless  hands  for  the 
last  time]  Come  —  0  come  — 
blessed  Lord  —  Jescs! 
•  And  with  these  words,  the  last 


but  half- pronounced,  eipirert:  — 
euchaatnile,  such  a  charming  se- 
renity overspreading  her  ewoet 
face  at  the  imtant,  as  seenied  to 
manifeet  her  eternal  hMppineas  al- 
ready begOD. 

0  Lovelace!  —  Bat  I  can  write 


While  warm,  though  pulse  less, 
we  pressed  each  her  band  with  our 
lips;  and  then  retired  into  the 
next  room. 

We  looked  at  each  other,  with 
intent  to  speak:  but,  as  if  one 
motdoQ  governed,  as  one  cause 
affected  Doth,  we  turned  away 
iilenl. 

The  colonel  aighed  as  if  hia 
ieart  would  burst;  at  last,  his  face 
Bad  bands  uplifted,  his  back  to- 
.vardame,  GoodUeavim!  said  he 
tnhiiDBelt,  support  me!  —  And  is 
itthuB,0  flower  of  nature!  —  Then 
jwosing  —  And  must  we  no  more 
: —  Never  mnrel  —  My  blessed, 
tileiMd;  cousin!  uttering  some 
[•tJier  words,  which  his  sighs  made 
'inarticulate;  —  and  then,  as  if 
recollecting  himself  —  Forgive 
me,  sir!  —  Eicnae  me,  Mr.  Bel- 
ford!  And,  aliding  by  me,  Anon 
tl  hope  to  see  you,  sir  —  and  down 
■tatrs  he  went,  and  out  of  the 
bonse,  leaving  me  a  statue. 
When  I  recovered,  1  was  ready 
to  repine  at  what  I  Ihen  called  an 
niicanal  dispensation;  forgetting 
her  nappy  prcpuratioa,  and  stth 
happier  departure;  and  that  she 
bad  bat  drawn  a  common  lot; 
tiiiunpfaing  in  it,  and  leaving  be- 
doriiM.  IV. 


hind  her  every  one  less  assured  of 
liappinesa,  though  equally  certain 
that  the  lot  wouldono  day  be  their 

She  departed  exactly  at  forty 
mioutes  after  six  o'clock,  as  by  her 
watch  on  the  table. 

And  thus  died  Miss  CLAuisiiA 
iliRLowB,  in  the  blossom  of  her 
youth  and  beauty:  and  who,  her 
tender  ^ears  considered,  has  not 
left  behmd  her  her  superior  in  ex- 
lensiveknowtedge,  and  watchful 
]irndence;  nor  hardly  her  equal 
for  unblemished  virtue,  exemplary 
piety,  sweetnessofmannm,  dis- 
creet generosity,  and  true  Cbrii- 
tlan  charity:  and  these  all  set  off 
by  the  most  graceful  modesty  and 
humility;  yet  on  all  proper  oc- 
casions, manifesting  a  noble  pre- 
sence of  mind ,  and  true  magnani- 
mity: so  that  she  may  he  said  to 
lave  been  not  only  an  ornament 
to  her  sex,  but  to  human  nature. 

A  better  pen  than  mine  may  do 
her  fuller  justice.  Thine,  I  mean, 
O  Lovelace!  For  well  dost  thou 
know  how  much  she  excelled  in 
the  graces  both  of  mind  and  per- 
son, natural  and  ac(|uired,all  that 
is  woman.  And  thou  also  canst 
best  account  for  the  causes  of  her 
immature  death,  through  those 
calamities  which  in  so  short  a 
space  of  time,  from  the  highest 
pitch  of  felicity  (every  one  in  a 
manner  adoring  her,)  broneht  ber 
to  an  exit  so  Sappy  for  herwl^ 
but,  thstitwassoeaWw,  so  much 
to  be  deplored  by  all  who  had  the 
bonouT  of  her  acquaintance. 

This  task,  then,  t  leave  to  then^-. 
bulaow  l»!i«»^n\*i'ttnva«i 
%1 


!    HIBTOEY    OF 


tfaat  I  am  tt  sympathizer  in  every 
pattof  t.liydistreaa  except  (and  yet 
it  is  cruel  to  say  it)  in  tbat  which 
arises  from  thy  guilt. 
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I  HAVE  ao  opportunity  to  writ 
a.t  length, hsriog  necesaary  order 
to  give  on  the  melancholy  occa 
sion,  Joel,  who  got  to  me  by  si 
in  the  morning,  and  whom  Id  Is 

tiat«hed  iiistSiDtly  buck  with  the 
Btter  I  bad  ready  from  last  night, 
gives  me  but  an  indifferent  ac- 
countot'theBtateof  your  mind.  I 
wondered  not  atit;  buttime(and 
nothing  else  can]  will  make  it 
easier  to  you:  if  (that  is  to  aay) 
you  have  compounded  with  your 
conscience;  else  it  may  he  heavier 
every  day  than  other. 

TouRViLLE  tella  me  what  a  way 
jou  are  in.  I  hope  you  will  not 
think  of  coming  hither.  The  lady 
in  her  will  desires  you  ma^  not  see 
her.  Four  copies  are  making  of  it. 
It  is  a.  long  one;  for  she  gives  her 
reasons  for  uU  she  wills.  I  will 
write  to  you  more  particularly  as 
soon  aa  possihly  I  can. 

Three  letters  are  just  brought 
by  a  servant  in  livery ,  directed  lu 
liJlis  Clarissa  Haelowe.  I  will  send 
copies  of  them  to  you.  The  con- 
tents are  enough  to  make  one 
mad.  How  would  this  poor  lady 
have  rejoiced  to  receive  them !  — 
And  yet,  if  she  had,  she  would  not 
L^m  ifom  euAbleUtoeay,  as  shm 


iblydid,*  Tliat  Godieotildn' 
her  depend  for  comfoi-t  upon 
hit  himself.  —  And  indeed  ft 
some  days  past  she  bad  seemed 
have  got  above  all  worldly  co 
aiderations  —  her  fervent  love  eo 
fur  her  M»s  Hnwe,  as  she  acknei 
ledged,  having  given  way  to  » 
premer  fereours.** 


At  length,  my  best  belovedMi) 
Clary,  every  thing  is  in  the  wisha 
'  '  i:  for  all  your  relations  a 
dmous  ill  your  favour.  Ev< 
your  brother  and  aiater  ajre  wi 
the  foremost  to  be  reconciled  tn 

I  knew  it  must  end  thusl 
patience  and  persevering  awe  .^ 
nesB,  what  a  triumph  have  yW 
gained!  Thia  happy  change  il 
owing  to  letters  received  frwi 
your  phyaieian,  from  your  coow 
iVlordeu,  and  from  Mr.  Brand. 

ColonelMorden  will  be  with  jo0 
nodoubtbefore  this  can  reach  yoa 
with  his  pocket-book  filled  wit| 
money-bifls,  that  nothing  may  hi 
wanting  to  make  you  easy. 

And«o!u,  all  our  hopes,  "Uot.^^ 
prayers,  are,  that  this  good  nein 
may  restore  you  to  apirita  aid 
health;   and  that  (so  long  w"  " 
held)  it  may  not  come  too  late 

1  know  how  much  your  dutifd 

heart  wUI  be  raised  with  thejoyfti 

tidings  I  write  you,  andstitlehal 

0  particularly  tell  you  of,"' 


I  have  the  happiness  to  see  you: 
which  will  he  by  next  Saturday, 
at  fartheet;  perhaps  on  Friday 
afternoon,  by  the  time  you  can  re- 

For  this  day,  heing  sent  for  by 
the  general  voice,  Iwasreeeived 
^by  every  one  with  great  goodness 
and  eondeacenaion,  a,nd  entraited 
(for  that  waa  the  word  they  were 
pleased  to  uae,  when  I  needed  m> 
entreaty,  I  am  sure)  to  hasten  up 
to  ^ou,  and  to  assure  you  of  all 
their  affectionate  regards  to^ou; 
and  your  father. hid  me  say  ail  the 
kind  things  that  were  in  mjhearl 
to  say,  in  order  to  comfort  and 
raise  you  up,  and  they  would 
hold  themselves  bound  to  make 
them  good. 

How  agreeable  ia  this  commia- 
luon  to  your  Norton!  My  heart 
will  overflow  with  kijid  speeches, 
never  fear  I  I  am  already  meditat- 
ing what  I  shall  say,  to  cheer  and 
raue  TDU  up,  in  the  names  of  every 
one  dear  and  near  to  yon.  And 
BOrry  I  am ,  that  I  cannot  tliis  mo- 
ment set  out,  aslmieht,  instead 
of  writing,  would  they  favour 
my  eager  impatience  with  their 
chariot:  but  as  it  was  not  offered, 
it  would  be  presumption  to  have 
asked  for  it:  and  to-morrow  a 
hired  chaiae- and- pair  will  be  rea- 
dy:  but  at  what  hour  I  know  not. 

How  I  long  once  more  to  fold 
my  dear  precious  young  lady  to 
my  fond ,  my  more  than  fond ,  my 
maternal  bosom ! 

Tour  sister  will  write  to  you,  and 
Bend  her  letter,  with  this,  by  a 
particular  baud. 

I  must  uot  let  them  see  what  I 
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write,  because  of  my  wish  about 
the  chariot. 

Your  uncle  Harlowe  will  also 
write,  and  (I  doubt  not)  in  the 
kindest  terms:  for  they  are  all  ex- 
tremely alarmed  and  troubled  at 
the  dangerous  way  your  doctor 
represents  yon  to  be  in ;  as  wel!  as 
delighted  with  the  character  he 
gives  you.  Would  to  Heaven  the 
good  gentleman  bad  written 
sooner!    And  vet  lie  writes,  that 

Sju  know  not  be  has  nnv!  written, 
ut  it  ia  all  our  confidence,  and 
our  consolation,  that  he  would  not 
have  written  at  all, had  bethought 
it  too  late. 

They  will  prescribe  no  condi- 
ir  young  lady; 
your  own  duty 
and  discretion.  Only  your  brother 
and  sister  declare,  they  will  never 
yield  to  call  Mr.  Lovelace  bro- 
ther; nor  will  your  father,  I  be- 
lieve, be  easily  brought  to  think 
of  him  for  a  son. 

I  am  to  bring  you  down  with  me 
as  soon  as  your  health  and  incli- 
nation will  penniL  You  will  be 
received  with  open  arms.  Every 
one  longs  to  see  you.  Ali  the  eer- 
vauta  please  themaeivea,  that  they 
shall  ^e  permitted  to  kiss  year 
hands.  The  pert  Betty's  note  is 
already  changed;  and  she  now 
runs  over  in  your  just  praitei. 
What  friends  does  prospoity 
make!  What  enemies  adrenE^! 
It  always  was,  and  alwayi  will  be 
so,  in  every  state  of  life,  Iromthe 
throne  to  the  cottage,  —  But  let 
all  he  forgotten  now  on  this 
jubilee  change:  andliit] 
dearest  mUa,  te  cai.\i« 


THE  msTOEr  OP 
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J  "dicing  in  this  good  news;  aa  I 
;iiow  yojiwill  rejoice,  if  capable 
of  any  thing. 

God  preaerre  you  to  onr  happy 
meeting!  And  I  will,  if  I  may  say 
BO,  weary  Heaven  Willi  my  inces- 
Esnt  prayers  to  preserve  and  re- 
store you  afterwarde! 

1  need  not  aay  how  much  I  am, 
my  dear  young  lady, 

Tour  ever-affeelionate, 
and  devoted 

JODlfH  NoBTOli. 

An  unhappT  delay  as  to  the 
chaise,  will  make  it  Saturday 
morning  before  1  can  fold  you 
to  my  fond  heart. 


I 


loved:  you 
sister  Clarv.  And  yon  have  been 
Terynangn^  —  but  we  could  not 
be  angry  always. 

We  are  indeed  more  afflicted 
with  the  news  of  your  bebg  so 
very  ill  than  I  can  express:  tor  I 
see  not  but,  after  this  separation 
(as  we  understand  that  your  mis- 
tortune   has   been   greater  than 

Jour  fault,  and,  that,  however  un- 
appy,  you  have  demeaned  your- 
self like  the  good  young  creature 
Ku  used  to  he)  we  shall  love  you 
tter,  if  possible,  than  ever. 
Take  comfort,  therefore,  sister 
Clary,  and  don't  he  too  much  caat 


down  —  whatever  your  mortifia 
tions  may  he  from  such  noble  pa 
apects  over-clouded,  and  from  t 
reflections  you  may  have  fr 
iciWn,  on  your  faulty  step,  a 
from  the  sullyiag  of  such  a  cbai 
ing  character  hy  it,  you  will  X 
eeive  none  from  anj  of  us:  aai' 
au  earnest  of  your  papa's 
mamma's  favour  and  reconi 
tion,  they  assure  you  by  me 
their  blessing  and  hourly  praye 

Ifitwillbe  any  comfort  to  yo 
and  my  mother  finds  this  letl 
is  received  as  we  eipect  (wIm 
we  shall  know  by  the  good  effi 
it  will  have  upon  your  health)  i 
will  herself  go  to  town  to  yi 
Meantime ,  the  good  woman  yl 
so  dearly  love  will  be  haiten 
up  to  you ;  and  she  writes  by  ti 
opportunity,  to  acquaint  you  of 
and  of  all  our  returning  love, 

pe  yor  •"'"  -■""'""  -* 

that  you  do. 

letter  on  this  0 . .     .     ,  .  ,. 

if  it  gives  us  the  pleasure  - 
bearing  you  are  better  upon  tl 
news,  will  he  received  with  t 
same  (if  not  greater)  d^g] 
than  we  used  to  have  in  all  to 
prettily  penn'd  epistlea.  Adi( 
my  dear  Clary  I  I  am. 

Your  loving  sister,  and 

Arabella  Hablowb. 


We   are  greatly  grieved,   n 
beloved  Mian  dory,  Mymx  taxi 


[ 


but  we  are  Blillmore,  if  possible, 
to  bear  you  are  so  very  ill;  and 
ve  are  sony  things  have  been 
carried  so  far.  j 

We  know  your  talents,  mj; 
dear,  and  how  movingly  you  could 
write,  whenever  you  pleased;  bo, 
that  uobody  could  ever  deny  you 
any  thing;  and,  believing  you  de- 
pended ou  your  pen,  aud  little 
thinking  yoii  were  bo  ill ,  and  that 
yon  had  lived  so  regular  a  life, 
and  are  so  truly  penitent,  are 
much  troubled  every  one  of  us, 
your  brother  and  all ,  for  being  ao 
severe.  Forgive  my  part  in  it, 
my  dearest  Clary.  1  am  your 
secondpapa,  you  know.  And  you 
iued  to  love  me. 

■  I  hope  you'll  soon  be  abie  to 
some  down,  and,  after  a  while, 
when  your  indulgent  parents  can 
spare  you,  that  you  wilt  come  to 
me  for  a  whole  month,  and  re- 
joice my  heart,  as  you  used  to  do. 
But  if,  through  illness, you  cannot 
so  soon  come  down  as  we  wish ,  1 
will  go  np  to  you :  for  I  long  to 
see  you.  I  never  more  longed  to 
see  you  in  my  life;  and  you  was 
alf  ays  the  darhng  of  my  heart, 

My  brother  Antony  desires  his 
hearty  commendations  to  you, 
and  joins  with  rao  in  the  lenderest 
assurance,  that  all  shall  be  well, 
and,  if  possible,  better,  than 
ever;  for  we  now  have  been  so 
long  without  you,  that  we  know 
the  miss  of  you,  and  even  hunger, 
and  thirst,  as  I  may  say,  to  see^ 
you,  and  to  take  you  once  morCj 
to  our  hearts;  whence  indeed 
you  was  never  banished  so  far  as 
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our  coneeiti  for  the  unlitippy  step 
made  va  think  and  you  believe 
you  were.  Your  sister  and  bro- 
ther both  talk  of  seeing  you  in 
town:  so  does  my  dear  sister, 
your  indulgent  mother. 

God  restore  your  health ,  if  it 
behiswill:  else,  Ikuownotwbat 


Tour  truly  loving  uncle, 
md  second  papa. 


I  WILL  now  take  np  the  account 
of  our  proceedings,  from  my 
letter  of  last  night,  which  con- 
tained the  dying  words  of  this  in- 
comparable lady. 

As  soon  as  we  had  seen  the  last 
scene  closed  (bo  blessedly  for  her- 
selN)  we  left  the  body  to  the  care 
of  the  good  woman,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  orders  she  had 
given  them  that  very  night,  re- 
moved her  into  that  last  house 
which  she  had  displayed  bo  much 
fortitude  in  providiug. 

In  the  moming  between  seven 
and  eight  o'clock,  according  to 
appointment,  the  colonel  came  to 
me  here.  He  was  very  much  in- 
disposed. We  went  together,  ac- 
companied hy  Mrs.  Lovick  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  into  the  deceased's 
chamber.  We  could  not  help 
taking  a  view  of  the  lovely 
corpse,  and  admiring  the  charm- 
ing serenity  of  her  noble  aspect. 
The  women  declared,  the^  «.«*«= 
saw  deatVi  wiXwsA-^'wSis^d-.,— * 


r 
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that  she  looked  as  if  in  an  easy 'death-bed,     declared,     that 

slumber,    the  colour  having  DOti  would  then  much  rather  hare  bad 

quite  left  her  cheeks  and  lips.         i  it  to  reflect  upon ,  that  he  had  ad* 

1  unlocked  the  drawer,  in  which  ministRred  a  cup  of  cold  water  to 

Imentioned  inatormer)*  she  a  worthypoor creature indistre™,- 


than  that  he  had  v 
battles  as  he  had  triumphed  for  — • 
and,  asone^ellobBeFvefl,  all  tb0. 
sentiments  of  worldly  gntndent 
vanish  at  that  unavoidable  mo- 
ment which  decides  the  destiitj  of 


bad  deposited  her  papera.    I  told  t 

you  ia  mine  of  Monday  last,  that  b 

she  had  the  night  before  sealed  a 

up  with  three  black  seals,  a  parcel  s 

inscribed,   As  «oon  as  I  am  cer-  v 

lainly  dead,  this  fa  be  brolce  open  Ih/  r 

Mr.   Belfarit.     I   accused   myself  n 

fornot  having  done  it  over  night.      Jftben,  sir,  at  the  tremendonf 

But  really  I  was  then  incapable  hour  it  be  thns  with  the  oon* 

ofany  thin^.  querors  of  armies,  and  the  sntH 

I  broke  it  open  accordingly,  duers  of  nations,  let  me  in  Tfirf 
and  found  in  it  no  less  than  eleven  few  words  (many  are  not  needed 
letters,  each  sealed  with  her  own  ask,  what,  atthatperiod,  inustM 
seal ,  and  black  was,  one  of  which  the  reflection  of  those  (if  capable 

ifl  directed  to  me.  i  of  reflection)  who  have  lived* 


I  will  incloae  a  copy  of  it 


1  reiSM  this  last  and  solemn  oc- 
casion to  repeat  to  you  my  thanks 
for  all  your  kindness  to  me  at  a 
time  when  I  most  needed  counte- 
nance and  protection. 

A  few  considerations  I  beg 
leave,  as  notv  at  your  perusal  of 
this ,  from  the  dead,  to  press  upon 
you,  with  all  the  warmth  of  a 
sine  ere  friend  a  hi  p. 

By  the  time  you  will  see  tiie, 
you  will  have  had  an  instance,  1 
cumbiy  ti'ust,  of  the  comfortable 
imj)Ortance  of  a  pacified  con- 
science ,  in  the  last  hours  of  one, 
who.  In  the  last  hour,  wilt  wish 
your  eternal  welfare. 

The  gi'eat  Duke  of  Luiem- 
bnr^h,  as  1  have  heard,  on  his 


life  of  sense  and  offence;  whose 
study  and  whose  pride  moat  im 

Slonously  have  been  to  seducs 
le  innocent,  and  Xo  ruin  tbs 
weak,  the  unguarded,  and  th* 
friendleaa ;  made  atill  more  fneudv 
lesa  by  their  base  seductions?  — •■ 
OhI  Mr.  Belford,  wei^,  ponder, 
and  reflect  upon  it,  now,  thatw 
health,  and  in  vigour  of  mind 
body,  the  reflections  will  i 
avail  you  —  what  an  ungrateful^ 

what  an  unmanly,  what  am ' 

than  reptile  pride  is  this ! 

In  the  next  place,  sir,  1 
beg  of  you ,  for  my  sake ,  who  uf, 
or,  aa  now  yon  will  best  read  it, 
Mve  been,  driven  to  the  necessitf 
of  applying  to  you  to  be  the  ex- 
ecutor of  m^  will,  that  yon  wiU 
bear,  according  to  that  generosit- 
which  I  think  to  be  in  you,  wil 
all  my  friends,  and  paiticularlf 
,with  my  brother ,  (who  is  realfy  v 


I 
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worthy  young  man,  but  perhaps  a  ]  shal!  tbiak  that  loss  will  be  more 
little  too  headstrong  in  his  firBtabundantlyrepaii-cdto  the  world, 
reaentmenta  and  couceptions  ofjwhile  it  will  be,  by  God's  good- 
tbinga)  if  any  thing,  by  reason  ofjneaB,  my  gain:  and  I  shall  have 
this  trust,  should  faU  out  dLs-|  this  farther  hope,  that  ooce  more 
agreeably;  and  that  you  will  I  shall  have  an  opportunity,  in  a 
■tud^  to  make  peace,  and  to  re-,  blessed  eternity,  to  thank  you,  as 
concile  all  parties;  and  morei  I  uow repeatedly  do,  for  the  good 
especially,  that  you,  whoseemto  you  have  done  to,  and  the  trouble 
haTB  a  great  influence  upon  your  <  you  vriU  have  taken  for,  sir, 
attU  more  headstrong  friend,  will  I  Yonr  obliged  servant, 

interpose,  if  occasion  be,  to  pre- 1  Cubissa  Haelowk. 

•vmA  further  miachief  —  for,  sure- 
ly, sir,  that  violent  spirit  may  sit       The  other  letters  are  directed, 
down  satisfied  with  the  evils  he  to  herfather,  to  her  mother. 


a  already  wrought ;  and,  parti- 
cularly, with  the  wronga,  the 
heinous  and  ignoble  wrongs,  he 
has  in  me  done  to  my  family, 
wounded  in  the  teudereat  part  of 
its  honour. 


QucleB ,  to  her  brother, 
to  her  sister,  to  her&unt  Hervey, 
to  her  eousin  Morden,  to  Mias 
Howe,  to  Mrs.  Norton,  and  lastly 
onetoyou,  in  performance  of  her 
promise,  iMt  a  teller  shoiM  be  sent 


For  yonr  compliauce  with  this 'you  when  she  arrived  at  lier  fatlier'n 

request  I  ba»e  already  your  re-  litiii»e! I   will  withhold  this 

peated  promiac.  I  claim  the  ob- 1  last  till  I  can  be  assured,  that  you 
servance  of  it,  therefore,  as  a  will  be  fitter  to  receive  it  than 
debt  trorayouiand  thouglil  hope  Tourville  tella  me  you  are  at  pre- 
1  need  not  doubt  it,   yet  was  I  sent. 

vriliiug,  on  this  solemn,  this  last  Copies  of  all  these  are  aealed 
occasion,  thus  earnestly  to  re-  up,  and  entitled,  Copies  ofmy  len 
enforce  it,  poslhtimous  letters,  for  J.Belford, 

I  have  another  request  to  make  £i5.,andputin  among  the  bundle 
to  you:  it  is  only,  that  you  will  of  papers  left  to  my  direction, 
be  pleased,  by  a  particular  mes-  which  I  have  not  yet  had  leisure 
eenger,    to  forward  the  inclosed  to  open, 
letters  as  directed.  No  wonder,  while  able,  that  she 

And  now,  sir,  having  the  pre- 1  was  always  writing,  since  thus 
sumption  to  think  that  an  use/\i/,only  of  late  could  she  employ  that 
member  is  lost  to  society  byitime,  which  heretofore,  from  the 
means  of  the  unhappy  step  which  long  days  she  made,  caused  so 
has  brought  my  life  so  soon  to  its  I  many  beautiful  works  to  spring 
period,  let  me  hope,  that  I  may '  from  her  fingers.  It  is  my  opinion, 
be  an  bumble  instrument  in  the  that  there  never  was  a  woman  so 
hands  of  Providence,  to  reform  a  young,  who  wrote  so  much,  and 
a  of  your  abilities;  and  then  I  with  such celftrftq.   ^iei'SQ«a^**> 
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keeping  pace,  ns  I  have  seen,  with 
her  pen,  she  hardly  ever  stopped 
or  heaitoited;  and  very  Eeldom 
blotted  oat,  or  altered.  It  was  a 
natural  talent  she  was  miatieBa 
of,  among  ata-aj  other  extra- 
ordinary ouea.  I  gave  the  colonel 
hia  letter,  and  ordered  Harry  in- 
stantly to  get  ready  to  carry  the 
others.  Meantime  (retiring  into 
the  next  apartment)  we  opened 
the  will.  We  were  both  ao  much 
aSected  in  perusing  it,  that  at 
one  time  the  colonel,  breaking 
o£F,  gave  it  to  me  to  read  on;  at 
UDOther  I  ^ve  it  back  to  him  to 
proceed  with;  neither  of  ua  being 
able  to  re&d  it  tbrough  without 
auch  tokens  of  aensibility  as  af- 
fected the  voices  of  each. 


will ,  I  rouat  beg  hia  advice  and 
ansistancein  the  execution  of  it. 

Her  request  to  be  bniied.  yrith 
her  ancestors,  made  a  letter  of  tb( 
folio  wing  import  necessary,  vhid 
I  prevaUed  upon  the  colonel  t4 
write;  being  unwilling  myself  (ul 
earlff  at  least)  to  appear  officioiUf 
in  the  eye  of  a  family  which  pro- 
bably wishes  not 


Tub  letter  which  the  bearer 
thia  brings  with  him,  will,  I  pre- 
sume, make  it  unnecessary  to  ac- 
quaint you  and  m;  consine  witlt 
death  of  the  most  excellent. 
But  I 


Mrs.  Lovick,  Mrs.  S^ith,  and  l.^'ili^Tir '  J^°  t^J^ 


dlTsf 


touched, 
when  wo  read  those  articles  in 
which  they  are  respectively  re- 
membered: but  1  will  avoid  men- 
tioning the  particulars  {except  in 
what  relates  to  the  thread  of  my 
narration)  as  in  proper  time  I 
ahallsendyouacopy  of  it. 

The  colonel  told  me,  he  was 
ready  to  account  with  me  for  the 
money  and  bills  he  had  brought 
up  from  Harlowe  Place;  which 
would  enable  me,  as  be  said, 
directly  to  execute  the  legacy- 
parts  of  the  will:  and  he  would 
needs  at  that  instant  force  into 
my  hands  a  paper  relating  to  that 
subject  I  put  it  into  my  pocket 
book,  without  looking  into  it; 
telling  him,  that  as  1  hoped  he' 
would  do  all  in  hia  power 


you  a  copy  of  her  last  will, 
lo  acquaint  her  father  (which  I 
choose  to  do  by  your  means)  thit^ 
in  it  she  earnestly  desires  to  bf 
laid  in  the  family-vault,  at  H» 
feet  of  her  gi-andfather. 

If  her  father  will  not  admit  o^ 
it,  she  has  directed  her  body  U 
be  buried  in  the  church-yard  ot 
the  parish  where  she  died. 

I  need  not  tell  yon,  tiiat  ft 
apeedy  answer  to  this  ia  neceaaaryv 

Her  beatification  commenoei' 
yesterday  afternoon,  esaotly  a 
forty  minutes  after  six. 

1  can  write  no  more,  thanthat 
lai 


literal  peifi. 


t  the  I  and  by  the  colouel'i 


OLAEISSA  UARLOWE. 


scribed,  Harry  came  booted  and 
aptured,  hie  lorae  at  the  door; 
and  I  delivered  him  the  letters  to 
the  family,  with  those  to  Mrs. 
Norton  and  Mies  Howe  (eight  la 
all)  togetherwith  the  above  of  the 
colonel  to  Mr.  James  Harlowe; 
ajid  gave  him  ordera  to  uiake  the 
utmost  dispatch  with  them. 

The  colonel  and  I  have  bespoke 
mourning  for  ourselves  and  ser- 


PooR  Mrs.  Norton  is  come.  She 
was  set  dovm  at  the  door;  and 
would  bavL'goneuj)  stairs  directly. 
But  Alra.  Smith  and  Mrs.  Loviuk 
being  together  and  in  tears,  and 
the  lonner  hinting  too  suddenly 
to  the  truly  venerable  woman  the 
fatal  news,  she  suok  down  at  her 
feet  in  fits;  so  that  they  were 
forced  to  breatheavein,  to  bring 
her  to  herself,  and  to  a  capacity 
of  exclamation :  and  then  she  ran 
on  to  Mrs.  Lovick  and  me,  who 
entered  juat  as  she  recovered,  in 
praiseof  the  lady,  in  lamentations 
for  her,  and  invectivea  against 
you!  But  yet  so  circumscribed 
were  her  invectivea,  that  1  could 
observe  in  them  the  woman  well 
educated,  and  in  her  lamentations 
the  passion  christiauiited ,  as  I 
may  say. 

She  was  impatient  to  see  the 
corpse.  The  women  went  up  with 
her.  But  they  owned,  that  they 
were  l«o  much  affected  theuuelves 
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describe  her 
extremely  atl'ecling  behaviour. 

With  trembling  impatience  she 
pushed  aside  the  cofBn  lid.  She 
bathed  the  face  with  her  tears, 
and  kissed  her  cheeks  and  fore- 
bead,  as  if  she  were  living.  It 
was  ulie  indeed!  she  said:  her 
sweet  young  lady !  Her  very  self! 
Nor  bad  death,  which  changed  all 
things,  a  power  to  alter  her  lovely 
features!  She  admired  the  se- 
renity of  her  aspect.  She  no 
doubt  was  happy,  she  said,  as  she 
had  written  to  her  she  should  he: 
but  how  many  miserable  creature* 
had  she  left  oehind  herl  —  The 


them. 

it  was  with  difficulty  they  pre- 
vailed upon  her  to  quit  thecorpae ;  . 
and  when  they  went  iuto  the  neit 
apartment,  I  joined  them,  and 
acquainted  her  with  the  kind  le- 
gacy her  beloved  young  lady  had 
kftner:  but  this  rather  augmented 
than  diminished  her  concern.  She 
ought,  the  said,  to  have  attended 
berin  person.  What  was  the  world 
to  her,  wringing  her  hands,  now 
the  child  of  her  bosom,  and  of  her 
heart,  was  no  more?  Her  prin- 
cipal consolation,  however,  was, 
that  sbo  should  not  long  survive 
her.  She  hoped,  she  said,  that 
she  did  not  sin,    in  wishing  she 


ight  ni 

It  was  easy  ti  ,  .._   .... 

similitude  01*^  sentiments  shewn  in 


y  to  observe,  by  the 


this  and  other  particulars,  that 
the  divine  lady  owed  to  this  ex- 
cellent woman  many  of  her  good 
notions. 


f 
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I  thought  it  would  divert  the  family,  on  the  receiring  of  t 
poor  gentlewoniRa ,  and  not  al-  poBthumous  letters,  ana  that  o 
together  unsuitably,  if  I  were  to  the  colonel  appming  them  f"^ 
pDt  her  upon  fiirnishiDg  mourmng  what  has  happened! 
for  herself;  aa  it  would  rouse  her,  1  have  given  requisite  orders  t(| 
bj  a  seasonable  aud  necessary  an  undertaker,  on  the  BUppoeitioq 
emplojment,  from  that  dismal!  thatthc  body  wiU  be  permitted  tff 
letnargv  of  grief,  which  generally  be  carried  down;  and  thewome* 
sncceeOB  the  too  violent  au^iBh:  intend  to  fill  the  coffin  with 
with  which  a  gentle  nature  is  ac-  matic  herbs. 

cuBtomad  to  be  torn  upon  the  first      The  colonel  has  obliged  n 

licationof  the  uneipeoted  take  the  bills  and  draughts  whioh 

I  dear  friend.     I  gave  her' he  brought  up  with  hloi,  for  thS 


the  thirty  guine; 
qaeathed  to  her  and  to  her ! 
mourning;  the  only  mourning 
wbi  ch  the  testatri  j  has  mentioned : 
and  desired  her  to  lose  no  time  in 
preparing  her  own,  as  I  doubted 
not,  that  she  would  accompany 
the  corpse,  if  it  were  permitted 


considerable  sums  accrued  sinoq 
the  grandfather's  death  from  tfaa 
lady's  estate. 

I  HAVE  been  dipping  into  tbo 
copies  of  the  posthumous  lettetl 
to  the  family,  which  Hanv  hu 
carried  down.     Well  ma;  I  caU 


to  be  carried  down.  this  lady  divine.      They 

The  colonel  jiroposes  to  attend  calculated  to  give  comfort  ratkei 
the  hearse,  if  his  kmdred  give  him  than  reproach,  though  their  cm^ 
not  fresh  cause  of  displeasure:  ty  to  her  merited  nothing  but  i^ 
and  will  take  with  him  a  copy  of  proach.  But  were  I  in  any  of  their 
the  will.  And  being  intent  to  give  places,  how  much  rather  had  I,> 
the  family  some  ^vourahle  im-  that  she  had  quitted  scores  ~  ''*" 
presaious  of  me ,  he  desired  me  to  i  me  by  the  most  severe  recrin 
permit  him  to  take  with  him  thejtion,  than  that  she  should  thai 
copy  of  the  poathumons  letter  to  nobly  triumph  over  me  by  a  geoe- 
me;  which  I  readily  granted.  He  rositj'  that  has  no  example?  I 
is  30  kind  as  to  promise  me  a'nilhuclosesomeof tbem,  whichl 
minute  account  of  all  that  shall! desire  you  to  return  as  : 
pass  on  the  melancholy  occasion.  I  you  can. 
And  we  have  begun  a  friendship,  I 

and    settled    a    correspondence, ,  lbttek  CXlvn. 

which  but  one  mcukni  can  pos-  ] 
aibly  happen  to  interrupt  to  the  '^''  "■*  *""    g^^^Esn''""*  ""'"•*■ 
end  of  our  lives.    And  that  I  hope 
will  not  happen.  "ost  dsab  sib, 

Bat  what  mast  be  the  grief,  the!     With  exulting  confidence  __ 

morse,  that  will  seize  upon  the  does  your  emboldened   daughter 

learts  oftbia  lutherto  iuesovableicomeiuto  your  awful  preBeneebjr 


■       will  not 
m  Batw 

m 


these  lines,  who  dared  not,  but 
upon  thia  occasion ,  to  look  up  to  \ 
you  with  hopes  of  favour  and  for- ' 
giveness;  since,  when  this  coniea| 
to  jout  hands,  it  will  be  out  of  her  < 
power  ever  to  offend  you  more. 

And  now  let  me  bless  you,  my 
hononred  fsither.  and  bless  you  as 
I  write,  upon  my  knees,  for  all  the 
benefits  I  have  received  from  your 
indulgence:  for  your  fond  love  to 
mein  the  days  of  my  prattling  in- 
" " ;  for  the  virtuous  educa- 


i 


.,  the  happy  end,  which, 
tbrongh  divine  grace,  by  means 
of  that  virtuous  education,  I  hope, ' 
by  the  time  you  will  receive  this,' 
1  shall  have  made.  And  let  mej 
beg  of  you,  dear  venerable  sir,  tOi 
blot  from  your  remembrance,  if; 
possible,  the  last  unhappy  eight: 
months;  and  thea  I  shall  hope  to  | 
be  remembered  with  advantage 
forthe  pleasure  you  had  the  good- 
ness to  take  in  your  Ciariasa. 

Still  on  her  knees,  let  your  poor 
■penitent  implore  yonr  forgiveness 
i<^all  her  faults  and  follies;  more 
'Inpeciallyof  that  fatal  errorwhieh 
liirew  her  ont  of  your  protection. 

When  you  know,  sir,  that  I 
haveneverbeenfaultyinmy  will: 
l^t  ever  since  my  calamity  be- 
came irretrievable,  1  have  been| 
in  a  state  of  preparation;  that  I' 
have  the  strongest  assurance,  that . 
the  Almighty  has  aeeepted  my ' 
unfeigned  repentance;  and  that 
by  this  time  you  will  (as  I  humbly , 
presume  to  hope)  have  been  the 
means  of  adding  one  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  blessed;  you  will  have] 
i«MOa  for  joy  rather  than  sorrow.  | 
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Since,  had  I  escaped  the  snares 
by  which  I  was  entangled,  I  might 
havewanted  those  exercises  which 
1  look  upon  now  as  so  many  mer- 
cies dispensed  to  wean  me  betimes 
from  the  world  that  presented 
itself  to  me  with  prospects  too 
alluring:  and  in  that  case  (too 
easily  satisfied  with  iciirlilly  feli- 
city )  I  might  not  have  attained  to 
that  blessedness,  in  which  now, 
on  your  reading  of  this,  I  humbly 
presume  (through  the  divine  good- 
ness) I  am  rejoicing. 

That  the  Almighty,  in  his  own 
good  time,  will  onng  you,  sir, 
and  my  ever-honoured  mother, 
after  a  series  of  earthly  felicities, 
of  which  may  my  unhappy  fault 
be  the  only  interruption  ^and  very 
grievous  I  know  that  must  have 
been),  to  rejoice  in  the  same 
blessed  state,  is  the  repeated 
prayer  of,  sir. 

Your  now  happy  daughter, 

LETTGB  CIXVIU, 


Tqb  last  time  I  bad  the  bold- 
ness to  write  to  you,  it  was  with 
all  the  consciousneBE  of  a  self- 
convicted  criminal,  supplicatme 
her  offended  judge  for  mercy  ana 
pardon.  I  now,  by  these  lines, 
approach  yon  with  more  assur- 
ance; but  nevertheless  with  the 
highest  degree  of  reverence,  gra- 
titude, and  duty.  The  reason  of 
my  assurance ,  my  letter  to  my 
father  will  give:  and  as  I  humbly 
on  my  kneee  im^VowA  lax  ^    " 


r 
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sonowin  theitainediitifiilmanDer,  in  mp!  Aud  whenever  my  brother 
do  1  supplicate  yours,  for  the  grief  and  she  change  their  single  BtaU, 
&nd  trouble  1  have  given  you.  [may  it  be  nithsuch  eatisfaction  to 

Every  vein  of  my  heart  has  bled  yon  both,  as  may  make  you  forgot 
for  an  nnhappy  raahnesBj  whichjmy   offence;    and  remember  me 
(although  involuntary   as  to  thejouly  in  those  days,  in  which  yon 
-—'--'■•--     ----     -  took  pleasure  in  me!  And,  at  last, 

may  a  happy  meeting  with  your 
forgiven  penitent,  in  the  eternal 
mansions,  augment  the  bliss  of 
her,  who,  puriJied  by  BuiFerings,  . 
already,  whea  this  salutes  yom 
hands,  presumes  she  shall  be  J 

The  uappy,  and  for  ever  happy 

Cl^RISSA  HabLOWB. 


p 


ct]  from  the 
mitted,  carried  with  it  ita 
punishment;     and     was    ac 
panied  with  a.  true   and  aij 
penitence. 

God,  who  has  been  a  witness  of 
my  distresses,  knows,  that  great 
as  they  have  been,  the  greatest  of 
all  was  the  distress  that  1  knew  1 
must  have  given  to  you,  madam, 
and  to  my  father,  by  a  step  that 
had  so  very  faulty  an  appearance 
inyoureyes,  and  his;  and  indeed 
iutheeyes  of  alltnyfamil^;  aatep 
so  unworthy   of   ijour    daughtf 


and  of  the  ei 
hert 


myouhad  given 


But  HE,  I  presume  to  hope,  has 
forgiven  me;  and  at  the  instant 
this  will  reach  your  hands,  1 
humbly  trust,  I  abaU  be  rejoicing 
in  the  blessed  fruits  of  his  for- 
gireness.  And  he  this  your  com- 
fort, my  ever-honoured  mother, 
that  the  principal  end  of  ^our 
pious  care  of  me  is  attamed, 
though  not  in  the  way  so  much 
hoped  for. 

May  the  grief  which  my  fatal 
error  has  ^ven  to  you  both,  be  the 
I  only  griet  that  shall  ever  annoy 
H  you  in  this  world!  —  May  you, 
^1  madam,  long  live  to  sweeten  the 
H  cares,  and  heighten  the  comforts, 
H  of  my  fatberl  —  May  my  sister's 
H  contmued,  and,  ifpossible,  aug- 
^ft  mented  duty,  happily  make  up  to 
^Lr<"<  ^^  ^"^^  y'>''  uBkYe  sustained  i 


is  but  one  time,  but 
.  .__,  after  the  rash  etep  I 
precipitatedupon,thatleoinl, 
hope  to  be  excused  looking nptff' 
you  in  the  character  of  a  bro^ec 
and  a  friend.  And  NUW  is  that 
time,  and  THIS  tbe  occaaioib 
NOW,  at  reading  this,  will  yon 
pity  your  late  unhappy  sisterl 
NOW  will  you  forgive  her  fwiltfc 
both  supposed  aud  real!  Antt- 
NOW,  will  yon  afford  t»  her 
memory  that  kind  eoucem  whiek 
you  refused  to  her  before  1 

1  write,  my  brother,  in  the  first 
place,  to  beg  your  pardon  for Ihe 
offence  my  unhappy  step  gave  to 
you ,  and  to  the  rest  of  ue  family 

Virgin  purity  should  not  BO 
behave  as  to  be  suspected:  yet, 
when  you  come  to  know  all  my 
story,  you  will  find  further 


forpity,  if notfor morethanpity, 
foryour  late  unhappy  sister! 

O  that  passion  had  not  been 
deaf!  That  misconception  noald 
have  ^ven  way  to  inquiry!  That 
your  ngorouB  heart,  if  it  could  not 
itself  be  softened  (moderating  the 
power  you  had  obtained  over  every 
one)  had  pennitted  other  hearts 
more  indnlgently  to  exjpand ! 

Bat  I  write  not  to  give  paia.  I 
bad  rather  you  should  tnbik  me 
i&ulty  Btill,  than  take  to  yourself 


the  c 


sequeu. 


that  win  follow 


from  acquitting 

Abandoning,  therefore,  a  sub- 
ject which  I  had  not  intended  to 
touch  upon,  (for  I  hope,  at  the 
writing  of  this,  I  am  above  the 
Bpirit  of  recrimination)  let  me  tell 
yon,  sir,  that  my  next  motive  for 
writing  to  you  in  this  last  andmost 
solemn  manner,  is,  to  beg  of  you 
to  forego  any  active  "  "  '  ' 
(which  may  endangi 
preciotks  to  all  your  friends) 
against  the  man  to  whose  elaborate 

^  baseness  1  owe  my  worldly  rain. 
For,  ought  au  innocent  man  to 
rnnanfjiiu/risk  witha^iltyone? 
—  A  mnre  than  equal  risk,  as  the 
guilty  one  baa  been  long  inured  to 
acta  of  violence,  and  is  skilled  in 
the  arts  of  offence? 

You  wonld  notarrogateto  your- 
self God's  province,  woo  has  said, 
vengeance  w  mine,  and  I  will  repay 
it.  If  you  would,  I  tremble  for  the 
OonBequence;  for  will  it  not  be' 
anitable  to  the  divine  justice  toi 
punish  the  premtniptauus  innocent 
(as  yon  would  be  in  this  case)  in 
the  vtry  error,  and  that  by  thej 
llBnd  gf  the  self-defending  guiltyi 


—  reBerving  Mm  for  a  future  day 
of  vengeance  for  his  accumulated 

Leave  then  the  poor  wretch  to 
the  divine  justice.  Let  your  sister's 
fault  die  with  her.  At  least,  let  it 
not  be  revived  in  blood.  Idfe  is  a 
short  stage  where  longest.  Alittle 
time  hence,  the  now  green  head 
will  be  grey,  if  it  lives  this  little 
time:  and  if  Heaven  will  afford 
him  time  for  repentance,  why 
should  not  jou.* 

Then  think,  mybrother,  what 
will  be  the  consequence  to  your 
dear  parents,  if  the  guilty  wretch 
who  has  occasioned  to  them  the 
loss  of  a  daughter,  should  likewise 
deprive  them  of  their  best  hope, 
an  only  son,  more  worth  in  the 
family  account  than  several 
daughters? 

Would  you  add,  mybrother,  to 
those  distresses  which  you  hold 

Jour  sister  so  ineicuaable  for 
aving  (although  from  involuutary 
and  undesigned  causes)  given? 

Seek  not  then,  I  beseech  yon, 
to  extend  the  evil  consequences  of 
your  sister's  error.  His  conscience 
when  it  shall  please  God  to  touch 
it,    will   be   sharper   than   your 

I  have  Qtill  another  motive  for 
writing  to  you  in  this  solemn 
manner:  it  is,  to  entreat  you  to 
watch  over  your  passions.  The 
principal  fault  I  knew  you  to  ba 
guilty  of,  is,  the  violence  of  your 
temper  when  you  think  yourself 
in  the  right;  which  you  would 
oftener  be ,  but  for  that  very  vi 
lence. 
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You  have  several  times  brought 
your  life  into  dauger  by  it. 

Is  not  the  man  guilty  of  a  high 
degree  of  injuatice,  who  is  more 
apt  to  give,  contradiction,  thaa  able 
to/ieariti  How  often  with  youhas 
impetuosity  brought  on  abase- 
inentV  Aconaequeneetoonatural. 

Lot  me  then  cautiou  you,  dear 
>ir,  against  a  warmth  of  temper, 
an  impetuosity,  when  moved,  and 
;fOu  BO  readi/  to  bo  moved,  that 
VMY  hurry  you  into  nnforeaeeu 
difficulties;  and  which  it  ia  in  some 
mensure  a  ain  not  to  endeavour  to 
/estiain.  God  enable  you  to  do  it 
for  the  Bake  of  your  onn  peace 
and  safety,  as  well  preaent  at 
future!  and  for  the  sake  of  youi 
family  and  friends ,  who  all  sec 
your  fault ,  but  are  tender  of  speak- 
ing to  you  of  it! 

As  for  me,  my  brother,  my 
paniahment  baa  been  Beaaonable. 
Bod  gave  me  grace  to  make  aright 
ase  of  my  Bufferings.  1  early  re- 
•pented.  I  never  loved  the  man 
half  ao  much  aal  hated  hiaactjons, 
-when  1  saw  what  he  was  capable 
of  I  gave  up  my  uihii/e  heart  lo  a 
better  hope.  Ood  bleased  my 
penitence  and  my  reliance  upon 
nim.     And  nowlpreaume  to  say, 

May  Heaven  preserve  you  in 
safety,  health,  and  honour,  and 
long  continue  your  life  for  a  com- 
fort and  Btay  to  your  honoured 
parents!  And  may  you,  in  the 
change  of  your  single  state,  meet 
with  a  wife  aa  agreeable  to  every 
one  else  as  to  yourself,  and  be 
happy  in  a  hopeliil  race,  and  not 
have  one  CJarissa  among  them,  to 


Tllf:  HIS  TORT  OP 


embitter  your  comfortB  when  she 
should  give  you moj(( comfort!  But 
may  my  example  be  of  use  to  warn 
the  dear  oreaturea  whom  once  I 
hoped  to  UvB  to  aee  and  tocherieb, 
of  the  evils  with  which  thia  deceit- 
ful world  abouads  I  aretheprayen 
of 


LETTER  OIXX. 


Nowmayyou, my  dear  Arabella, 

uureatrained  by  the  severity  of 

yourvirtue,  let  fall  a  pitying  (ear 

on  the  past  faulta  and  sufiieringsof 

your  late  unhappy  sister;   smce, 

now,  she  can   never   offend  yoa 

more.     The  divine  mercy,  which 

firat  inspired  her  with  repentanee 

,near/yrepentanceitwas,  since 

preceded  her  aufi'eriuga)  for  an 

ror  which  ahe  offers  not  to  ei- 

nuute,  although  perhaps  it  weiB 

ipubleof  aomeexlenuatioa,  hu 

•m,  at  the  instant  that  you  one 

reading  this,  as  I  humbly  hope, 

bleaaed  her  with  the  fruits  of  it. 

'ihus  already,  even  while  she 
writes,  in  imagination,  purified 
and  eialted,  she  the  more fearlenly 
writes  to  her  slater;  andNOWa 
aBBured  of  pardon  for  all  those 
little  occasions  of  dispteaaorc 
'hich  her  Ironarder  youth  might 
give  you;  anil  for  the  disgraoe 
which  her  fall  has  tastencd  upOO 
— lu,  and  upon  her  family. 
May  you,  my  sister,  continue  to 
eijs  tliose  dear  and  honoured 
relations,  whose  indu)geiic«  se 
well  deaervsE  yotu  uttQi>|tgEMt  . 


tude,nith  those  cheerful  instances 
of  duty  and  obedieace  which  have 
hitherto  been  ao  auueptable  to  them, 
&ad  praiseworthj  in  yini!  And 
may  you,  whon  a  suitable  proposal 
BhaJl  offer,  fill  op  more  worthily 
that  chasm,  which  the  loss  they 
have  sustained  in  me  has  made  in 
their  family ! 

Thus,  my  Arabella!  my  only 
sister!  and  for  many  happy  years 
my  friend  1  most  fervenlly  praya 
that  sister,  whose  affection  for  you, 
noactsof  unkindness,  no  miscon- 
atruction  of  her  conduct,  could 
cancel!  And  who  NOW,  made 
perfect  (as  she  hopes)  thn 
suffericga,  styles  herself. 
The  happy 
ClabissaHaslow 


Whbm  these  lines  reach  your 
hands,  yoni'  late  unhappy  niece 
will  have  kuown  the  end  ot  all  her 
troubles;  and,  as  she  humbly 
hopes,  will  be  rejoicing  in  tbe 
mercies  of  a  gracious God^whobas 
declared ,  that  he  will  forgive  the 
truly  penitent  of  heart. 

I    write,    therefore,   my    dear 

uncles,   and  to  yon  both  in  one 

letter(sioce  your  fraternal  love  has 

made  you  both  but  as oneperson), 

I      to    give   you   comfort,    and   not 

I      distress;   for,  however  sharp  my 

,      affiictiouB  have  been,  they  hare 

I      been  but  of  short  duration;  and 

I  am  betimes  (happily  as  I  hope) 

arrived  at  the  end  of  a  pnint'ul 

;     journey. 


i 

At  the  same  time,  1  wri«j 
thank  you  both  for  ai\  your  ] 
iadalgenee  to  me,  and  to  heg  2 
forgiveness  of  my  last,  my 
great  fault  to  you  and  t9 
family. 

The  ways  of  Providence  ar< 
searchable ,  various  are  the  m 
made  use  of  by  it ,  to  bring  j 
ainners  to  a  sense  of  their  t; 
Soma  are  drawn  by  love,  ol 
are  driven  by  terrors  to  1 
Divine  Refuge.  Ihad,  for  t 
teen  yearaout  of  nineteen,  reji 
in  the  favour  and  affectiq 
everyone.  No  trouble  ca.iiie> 
my  heart.  I  seemed  to  be  Ol 
[hose  designed  to  be  dra-wn  hg 
silken  cords  of  love.  —  But,  i 
haps,  1  was  too  apt  to  valu« 
self  upon  the  love  and  favoi 
every  one.  The  merit  of  the  | 
Idenghted  to  do,  and  of  tb4 
olinations  which  were  given; 
and  which  I  could  not  AeZ/iha^l 
I  was,  perhaps,  too  ready  to  « 
bttte  to  myself;  and  now,  bi 
led  to  account  for  the  cnuse  o^ 
temporary  calamities,  find,  /  ^ 
a  secret  pride  to  bepunishetli 
which  I  bad  not  fathomed: 
it  waa  neceasary,  perhaps,  J 
some  sore  and  terrible  miaforl^k^ 
should  betal  me ,  in  order  to  ^ 
tify  that  my  pride,  and  tha^ 

Temptations  were  accot^j  ■* 
sent-  1  shrunk  in  the  day  of  ^ 
My  discretion,  which  had  V  '^ 
cned  up, was  toundwaatin  ^ 
it  came  to  be  weighed  i^  g  ■^ 
balance.  1  was  betra-y^^B 
aud  became  the  by-wo^^  » 
companions,  and  a  dia^.g^  ^ 
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family,  whicli  had  prided  itself  iui 
meperhapa  too  much.  But  as  my 
fftult  was  not  that  of  a  culpable 
■will,  when  in t  pride  was  sufRci* 
ently  mortifiea,  1  was  not  suffered 
(altbough  BUrraunded  by  dangers, 
and  eutangled  in  Euares)  to  be  to- 
tally loet:  nut,  purified  by  suffer - 
ingB ,  I  was  fitteo  for  the  change  I 
have  NOW,  at  the  time  you  will 
Teceive  this,  so  newly,  and,  asl 
bumbly  hope,  so  happily  ex- 
perienced. 

Rejoice  with  me  then,  dear  airs, 
■ftat  I  have  weathered  so  great  a 
atorm.  Nor  let  it  be  matter  of 
concern,  that  I  am  cut  off  in  the 
bloom  of  youth.  "  There  is  no  iu- 
qnisition  in  the  grave,"  aays  the 
■Wiseman,  "whether we  lived  ten 
or  an  hundred  years ;  and  the  day 
of  death  is  better  than  the  day  of 
our  birth." 

Once  more,  dear  airs,  accept  mv 
grateful  thanks  for  all  your  good- 
ness to  me,  from  my  early  cbild- 
Iiood,  to  the  day,  the  unhappy 
day,  of  my  errorl  Forgive  that 
error !  —  And  Grod  give  us  a  happy 
meeting  in  a  bleesed   eternity; 

Your  most  dutiful  aud  oh- 

Cl.  Hablowe.   I 

Mr.  Belford  gives  the  lad^s  posl- 
humms  letters  to  Mrs.  Hereeij, 
Miss  Home-,  oni  Mrs.  Norton,  at 
lengihlikeviise:  hut,  altliougb  eeenj 
Utter  varies  in  style  as  well  us 
laalter  from  Hie  otiiers;  yet,  as 
they  are  aritim  on  tlw  samesuh- 
ject,   and  are  prettf/  loruf,    it  is. 


That  to  her  auntllorvey  iiwrit- 
ten  in  tbesamepioiiBandgeneroiiB 
strain  with  those  preceding,  seek- 
ing to  give  comfort  rather  than 
distress.  "TheAlmighty,  I  hope," 
says  she,  "lias  received  and  bfeBi' 
ed  my  penitence,  and  I  am  happy, 
Could  I  have  been  more  than  80  Bt 
the  ead  of  what  is  called  a  koppf 
life  of  twenty,  or  thirty,  or  for^ 
years  to  coma?  Aad  what  are 
twenty,  or  thirty,  or  forty  yeani 
to  look  back  upon?  Inhalfofany 
of  these  periods,  what  friauu 
might  1  not  have  mourned  for? 
what  temptations  from  worldly 
prosperity  might  I  not  have  en- 
countered with?  And  in  such  a 
case^  immersed  in  earthly  plea- 
sures, how  little  likelihood,  that, 
in  my  last  stage,  I  should  have 
been  blessed  with  such  a  prepara- 
tion and  resignation,  as  1  dbtg 
now  been  blessed  with?" 

She  proceeds  as  follows :  "Tbni 
much,  madam,  of  comfort  to  yon 
and  to  myself  from  this  dispenea- 
tiou.  As  to  my  dear  parents,  I 
hope  they  will  console  themBelvM 
that  they  still  have  many  blessiiws 
left,  which  ought  to  balance  t£e 
troubles  my  error  has  g^ven  them: 
that ,  unhappy  as  I  have  been  It 
be  the  interrupter  of  their  felidr 
ties ,  they  never ,  ti!i  this  inj  fault, 
knew  any  Aeai'^m/:  thatafBictJ<nu 
patiently  borne,  may  be  turned 
into  bleasiogs:  that  uninterrupted 
happiness  is  not  to  be  expected  in 
thiBlife:  that,  after  all,  tttey  have 
not,  as  I  humbly  presume  to  hope, 
the  probability  of  the  everiaatmg 
perdition  of  their  child  todeplore: 
imd  that,  in  short,  whenmystoi; 
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comes  to  be  faU7  known,  they  will  j 
have  the  comfort  to  find ,  that  my 
BufferiDgs  redound  more  to  mj 
honour  than  to  my  diagrace.  ! 

"These  considerations  will,  1 
hope,  make  tlieir  temporary  loss 
of  Tiut  (.na  child  oat  of  Ihree  (na- 
happilj  circumstanced  too  aa  she 
was)  matter  of  greater  consolation 
than  affliction.  And  the  rather, 
as  we  may  hope  for  a  happy 
meetiDg  once  more,  never  to  be 
separated  either  by  time  or  otFen- 

She  concladea  the  letter  with 
an  address  to  her  cousin  DoU^ 
Herrey,  whom  she  calls  heranu- 
abte  couHin;  and  thankfully  re- 
members for  the  part  she  took  in 
her  afflictions.  —  "O  my  dear 
CoubIq,  let  your  worthy  heart  be 
guarded  against  those  delusions, 
which  have  been  fatal  to  my 
worldly  happiness !  — That  pity, 
which  you  bestowed uponnii?,  de- 
mouatratea  agentlenesa  of  nature, 
which  may  possibly  subject  you 
to  miefortuues,  if  your  eye  be 
permitted  to  mislead  your  judg- 
ment. —  But  a  strict  observance 
of  your  filial  duty,  my  dearest' 
cousin,  and  the   precepts  of   so' 

£rudent  a  mother  as  you  have  the 
appineas  to  have  (enforced  by 
ao  sad  an  example  in  your  own 
family  as  I  have  set)  will,  I  make 
no  doubt,  with  the  diviae  assist- 
ance,   be   your   guard   and   se- 

Thc  posthumous  letter  to  Miss 
Howe  is  eitremely  tender  and  af- 
fectionate. She  pathetically  calls 
nponher,  "to rejoice  that  all  her 
Clarissa's  troubles  are  now  at  an 
Ooj-wtn.  TV. 


end;  that  the  state  of  temptation 
aud  trial,  of  donbt  and  uncer- 
tainty, is  now  over  with  her;  and 
that  she  has  happily  escaped  the 
snares  that  were  laid  for  her  soul : 
the  rather  to  rejoice ,  as  that  her 
misfortunes  were  of  such  a  nature, 
that  it  was  impossible  that  she 
could  be  tolerably  happy  ia  this 
life." 

I  She  "  thankfully  acknowledges 
the  favours  she  had  received  from 
Mrs.  Howe  and  Mr.  Hickman; 
and  expresses  her  concern  for  the 
trouble  she  has  occasioned  to  the 
former,  as  well  as  to  her;  and 
prays,  that  all  the  earthly  bless- 
ings  they  used  to  wish  to  each 
other,  may  singly  devolve  upon 

She  beseeches  her,  "that  she 
will  not  suspend  the  dav,  which 
shall  supply  to  herself  the  friend 
she  will  nave  lost  in  her ,  and  give 
to  herself  a  still  nearer  and  dearer 
relation." 

She  tells  her,  "that  her  choice 
(a  choice  made  with  the  approba- 
tion of  all  her  friends)  has  fallen 
upon  a  sincere,  an  honest,  a  vir- 
tuous ,  and ,  what  is  more  than  all, 
a  pious  man;  a  man,  who, although 
he   admires  her   person,  ia   still 
more  in  love  with  the  graces  of 
her  mind.     And  aa  those  graces 
are  improveable  vrith  every  added 
year  of  life,  which  will  impair  Iha 
transitory  ones  of  peraoo ,  what  a 
firm  basis,    infers    abe,   Ws  Mr. 
Hickman  chosen  to  build  hieloM; 


"^She  prays,  "  that  God  wttVbVe^ 
them  together;  and  that  ™«  Jf^ 
menibrance  of  her,   axui.  <A  ■« 
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■he  hoaauS^red,  majoot interrupt 

tbeir  mutaal  happineBs;  she  de- 
nres  them  to  think  of  nothing  but 
what  she  now  ts,*  and  that  a  time 
will  come,  when  they  shall  meet 

lin,  never  to  be  divided! 

"  To  the  divine  protection, 
meantime,  she  commits  her;  and 
charges  her,  by  the  love  that  has 
atnays  subsisted  between  them, 
that  she  will  not  mourn  too  heavily 
]er;  and  again  calls  upon  her, 
after  a  gentle  tear ,  which  ahe  will 
allow  lier  to  let  fall  in  memory  ot 
their  unintermpted  friendship ,  to 
TejoicethatsheiaEoearlyrcleaEed; 
and  that  she  is  purified  by  her  suf- 
ferings, and  is  made,  as  she  as- 
■uredlv  trusts,  by  God's  goodness, 
eternally  happy." 

The  posQamous  letters  to  Mr, 
LiavBi.ACH  and  Mr.  Mokdsh  xaill 
bt  instrled  herea/ier:  as  will  alsn 
the  iubslance  of  thai  written  to 
Mrs.  NoBTOs. 


mo  on,  Sept. 
],  that  thou  breath- 
est  uothing  but  revenge  against 
me,  for  treating  thee  with  so  much 
freedom ;  and  against  the  accursed 
woman  and  her  infernal  crew.  1 
am  not  at  all  concerned  for  thy 
menaces  against  myself.  It  is  my 
design  to  make  thee  feel.  It  givea 
e  pleBBure  to  find  my  intentions 
_QBwered.  And  I  congratulate 
thee,  that  thou  bast  not  lost  that; 


they  deserve  the  fire  ftere,  that 
thou  threatenest  them  with,  and 
the  fire  hereafter,  that  seems  \a 
await  them.  But  1  have  this  mo- 
ment received  news  which  will,  in 
all  likelihood,  save  thee  the  guilt 
of  punishing  the  old  wretch  for  her 
share  of  wickedness  as  thy  agtnt. 
But  if  that  happens  to  her  which 
islikely  to  happen,  wilt  thou  not 
tremble  for  what  may  befal  ths 
principal  t 

Not  to  keep  thee  longer  in  aoi- 
pense;  last  night,  it  seems,  tbeiB- 
famous  woman  got  so  heajtiiy  in- 
toiicated  with  her  beloved  liquor, 
arrack  punch,  at  the  SK^ense  of 
Colonel  Salter,  that,  mistakjog'  * 
her  way,  she  fell  down  a  pair  U 
stairs,  and  broke  her  lea:  and 
now,  after  a  dreadful  n^^t,  aba 
lies  foamiitg,  raving,  roaring ,  ina 
burning  fever,  that  wants  not  any 
other  fire  to  scorch  her  into  a  fee- 
ing more  exquisite  and  durable 
than  any  thy  vengeance  could 
give  her. 

The  wretch  has  requested  me 
to  come  to  her;  and  lest  IdionM 
refuse  a  common  messenger,  sent 
her  vile  associate,  Sally  Mutiny 
who  not  finding  me  at  Sotio,cuBe 


t' hither^  another  part  of  her  basi- 
1  ness  beiue  to  procure  the  divine 
I  lady'spardonfor  theoldcreatnre's 
EvicKedness  to  her. 
This  devil  incarnate,  Sally, 
r  declares,  that  she  never  was  eo 
a  shocked  in  her  life,  as  when  I  told 
9  her  the  lady  was  dead. 
;  She  took  oiit  her  salts  t«  keep 
t ;  her  from  fainting ;    and  when  a 

little  recovered,  she  accused  her- 

Ae  to  the  cursed  crew,  well  dojself  for  herpatt  of  the  injuriea  the 
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lad;  bad  sustained;  as  she  said 
P0II7  Horton  would  do  for  hers; 
and  shedding  tears,  declared,  that 
the  world  never  produced  Bnch 
another  woman.  She  called  her 
the  ornament  and  glory  of  her 
ses;  acknowledged,  that  her  roin 
was  owing  more  to  their  instigna- 
tiotis,  than  even  (garage  as  thou 
art)  to  tJn/ oKn  vileness :  aince tbon 
wert  inclined  to  have  done  her 
juBticeinore  thanonee,  had  thej" 
not  kept  up  thy  profligate  Bpint 
to  its  height. 

This  wretch  would  fain  have 
been  admitted  to  a,  sight  of  the 
eorpse;  but  I  refused  her  request 
witb  eiecrationB. 

She  could  forgive  herself,  she 
Mid,  for  every  thing  but  her  fn- 
■olts  upon  the  admirable  lady  at 
Bowland'a:  since  all  the  rest 


but  i. 


^  to 


which  she  had  been  reduced, 
she  boasted ,  irom  better  espccta- 
tions,  and  which  hundreds  follow 
aa  well  as  she.  1  did  not  ask  her, 
l)g  whom  reduced?  .1 

At  going  away,  she  told  me,' 
that  the  old  monster's  bruiseaare' 
of  more  dangerous  consequence  | 
than  the  fracture:  that  a  morti-| 
fication  is  apprehended:  and  that 
the  vile  wretch  has  so  much  com- 

Ennction  at  heart,  on  recollecting 
er  treatment  of  Miss  Harlowe, 
and  is  so  much  set  upon  procuring 
her  forgiveness,  that  she  is  sure 
the  news  she  has  to  carry  her  will 
hasten  her  end. 
AU  these  things  I  leaveupon  thy 
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Your  servant  gives  me  a  dread- 
ful account  of  your  raving  un- 
raanageableness.  I  wonder  not 
lit  it.  But  as  nothing  violent  is 
lasting,  I  dare  say,  that  your 
liabitnal  gaiety  of  heart  will 
(juickly  get  the  better  of  your 
frenzy:  and  the  rather  do  I  judge 
90,  as  your  fits  are  of  the  raving 
kind,  (suitable  to  your  naturu 
impetuosity)  and  not  of  that 
melancholy  species  which  seizes 
slower  souls. 

For  this  reason  I  wiU  proceed  in 
writing  to  you,  that  mynarrativa 
may  not  be  broken  by  your  dis- 
composure; and  that  the  contents 
of  it  may  /ind  i/nn,  and  help  you 
to  reflection,  when  you  shall  be 
restored. 

Harry  is  returned  from  carrying 
the  posthumous  letters  to  the  fa- 
mily, and  toMtasEowe;  and  that 
of  the  colonel ,  which  acquaints 
James  Harlowe  with  his  sister's 
death,  and  with  her  desire  to  be 
interred  near  her  grandfather. 

Harry  was  not  aamitted  into  the 
presence  of  any  of  the  family. 
They  were  all  assembled  together, 
it  seems,  at  Harlowe  Place,  on 
occasion  of  the  colonel's  letter, 
which  informed  them  of  the  lady's  | 

dangerous  way*;  and  were  com- 
fortmg  themselvefl,  as  Harry  was 
told ,  with  hopes  that  Mr.  Morden 
had  made  the  worst  of  her  state, 
order  to  quicken  their  resolu 
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It  is  easy  then  to  judge  what 
must  be  their  grief  and  eurpriae 
on  receiving  the  fatal  newa  which 
the  letter  llRrry  seat  in  to  them 
commnnicated. 

He  Btuid  there  long  enough  to 
find  the  whole  house  in  confuaion; 
the  Bervanta  running  different 
ways ;  lamenting  and  wringing 
their handa  as  tbeyran;  the  feniale 
BerrantB  particularly;  as  if  some- 
body (poor  Mrs.  Harlowe,  no 
douot,  and  perhaps  Mrs.  Herrey 
too)  were  in  fits. 

Every  one  wag  in  each  disorder, 
that  he  coold  get  no  commauds, 
nor  obtain  any  notice  of  himself. 
The  servants  seemed  more  inclined 
to  execrate  than  welcome  him  — 
O  master!  0  young  man!  cried 
three  or  four  together,  what  dis- 
mal tidings  have  you  faroughtl 
They  helped  him ,  at  the  very  first 
word,  to  his  horaej  which  with 
great  oivility  they  had  put  up  on 
hisarriTal:  and  he  went  to  an  inu; 
and  pursued  oq  foot  his  way  to 
Mrs.  Norton's;  and  finding  her 
come  to  town,  left  the  letter  he 
carried  down  for  her  with  her 
(a  fine  youth);  who,  when  he 
heard  the  fatal  news,  burst  out 
intoafiood  of  tears^first  lament- 
ing the  lady's  death,  and  then 
crying  out,  what,  what,  would 
become  of  his  poor  mother!  — 
How  would  she  support  herself, 
when  she  should  find,  on  her  ar- 
rival in  town,  that  the  dear  lady, 
who  was  80  deservedly  the  darling 
of  lier heart,  was  no  more! 

He  proceeded  to  Miss  Howe's 
with  the  letter  for  her.  That  lady, 
he  was  told,  bad  just  given  orders 


young  man,  a  tenant's 
5t  toXondon,  to  bring  hajj 
of  her  dear  friend's  coir 
dition,  and  whether  she  shoiiU 
herself  be  encouraged,  byanao 
count  of  her  being  still  alive,  tOT 
make  hera  visit;  every  thing  braog 
ordered  to  be  in  readiness  for  hei 
going  up,  on  his  return  with  the 
news  she  wished  and  prayed  fol 
with  the  utmost  impatience.  And 
Harry  wasjust  in  time,  to  prerSnt  , 
'    setting  out. 

the  precaution  to  dwirt  | 
to  speak  with  Misa  Howe's  wona 
maid,  and  communicated  t 
r  the  fatal  tidings,  that  tb 
ght  break  them  to  her  ) — 
lady.  The  maid  herself  w 
affected,  that  her  old  lady  (vbo 
Harry  said,  seemed  to  be  ««; 
where  al  once)  came  to  see  whi 
ailed  her;  and  was  herself  • 
struck  with  the  communicatiiOi 
that  she  was  forced  tositdowubi 
O  the  sweet  creatnrt! 
said  she  —  and  is  it  come  to  tluil 
—  O  mypoorNaucyl  — HowihaH 
1  be  able  to  break  the  matter  toinj 
Nancy! 

Mr.  Hickman  was  in  the  hous^ 
He  hastened  in  to  comfort  the  oB' 
lady  —  but  he  could  not  restrt 
his  own  tears.  He  feared, 
said,  when  he  was  last  in  tovl^' 
that  this  sad  event  would  l"~ 
happen :  but  little  tbDueht  itwo 
be  so  very  soon  I  —  but  she  i 
happy,  I  am  sure,  said  thegooi 
gentleman. 

Mrs.  Howe,  when  a  Uttle  n 
covered,  went  up,  in  order  t 
break  the  news  to  her  daughta 
She  took  Oie  letter,  andberaR"^^ 


in  her  hand.  And  thej  ha.d 
caaion  for  the  latter;  for  the' 
hoHBekeeper  ho  on  came  hurrying 
down  into  the  kitchen,  ber  face 
orerapread  with  tears— her  young 
mlBtresa  had  fainted  away ,  she 
said  —  nor  did  she  wonder  at  it  — 
never  did  there  live  a,  lady  more 
deEervjng  of  general  admiration 
and  lamentation,  than  Misa  Cla- 
rissa Haclowe!  and  never  waa 
there  a  stronger  friendahip  dis- 
solved  by  death  than  bctw^een  her 
young  lady  and  her. 

She  hurried  with  a  lighted  wax 
candle ,  and  with  feathers,  to  burn 
oitder  the  noae  of  her  young  mia- 
tresa;  which  shewed  that  she  con- 
tinned  in  fits. 

Mr.  Hickman  afterwards ,  with 
his  ntnal  humanity ,  directed  that 
Harry  ahonld  be  taken  care  of  all 
night;  it  being  then  the  clone  of 
the  day.  He  asked  him  after  my 
health.  He  eipreased  himself  ei- 
cessively  afHicted,  as  well  for  the 
death  of  the  most  eiccllent  of  wo- , 
men,  as  for  the  just  grief  of  the 
lady,  whom  he  to  paaaionately | 
Boives.  Bnt  he  called  the  deported; 
lady  an  angel  of  light  We' 
dreaded,  said  be.  (tell your loav 
ter)  to  read  the  lett«r  sent  —  but . 
wa  needed  not  —  'tis  a  blessed' 
letter — written  by  a  Uessed  band '. ' 
Bat  the  conMUtion  ifae  aims  to 
STC ,  will  for  the  preaent  heighten 
tM  Mnw  we  all  •ball  bare  of  the 
koa  of  so  eieellent  a  creature! 
Tea  Mr.  Belfotd,  that  I  tfaaok 
God,  1  am  not  tbe  tnao  who  bad 
the  unmerited  bonoor  to  call  hint' 
•dfberbrotber, 

"      "  "•  ffrtai[ 


325 

Icataatrophe  (asl  may  call  it,  since 
BO  many  persona  are  intttresled  iu 
it)  aSecta  thee.  1  should  have  been 
clad  to  have  had  particulars  of 
the  diatress  which  the  first  com- 
munication of  it  must  have  given 
to  the  Harloae.1.  Yet  who  but 
must  pity  the  unhappy  mother? 

The  answer  which  James  Har< 
lowe  returned  to  Colonel  Morden's 
letter  of  notification  of  his  aiater's 
death,  and  to  her  reijueat  as  to 
her  interment,  will  give  a  faint 
idea  of  what  their  concern  mwit 
be.  —  Here  follows  a  copy  of  it. 


I  cANHOT  find  words  to  express 
what  we  all  suffer  on  the  moat 
mournful  news  that  ever  was  com- 
municated to  us. 

My  sister  Arabella  (but,  alas! 
1  have  now  no  other  alslcr)  was 
preparing  tu  follow  Mrs.  Norton 
up;  and  1  had  resolved  to  escort 
her,  and  to  have  looked  in  upon 
the  dear  creature. 

God  be  merciful  to  ns  all !  To 
what  purpose  did  the  doctor  write, 
if  she  was  ao  near  her  end?  — 
Why,  as  every  body  says,  did 
he  not  send  sooner?  —  or  wby, 
at  aUV 


friend  to  be  with  her!  —  Alas! 
sir,  I  fear  my  mother  will  never 
gel  over  thia  abock.  —  She  haa 
been  in  hourly  Bu  ever  since  she 
reeeived  Ibe  fatal  news.  My  poor 
father  has  the  gout  thrown  into 
hi*  stooiaeb;  and  Heaven  Vnow 
— 0  eoMb ,  O  »V. —"V  !!»««*■■««', 


r 


thing  but  the  hoaour  of  the  fa- 
milTi  76t  have  I  oU  the  weight 
thrown  upon  me  —  [O  this  cursed 
Lovelace!  may  I  perish  if  he 
escape  the  deserved  venceance!]'' 

We  had  begun  to  pfease  oui 
Helves  that  we  should  soon  see  be 
here  —  good  Ueaveu!  that  her 
neit  entrance  into  this  house, 
after  she  abandoned  us  so  pre- 
cipitately, should  be  in  a  coffin. 

We  can  have  nothing  to  do  with 
her  executor:  (another  strange 
step  of  the  dear  creature's!)  he 
cannot  eipect  we  will  —  nor ,  if  he 
be  a  gentleman,  will  be  think  of 
acting.  Do  you  therefore  be 
pleased,  sir,  to  order  the  under- 
taker to  convey  the  body^  down  to 
OS.  My  mother  says,  she  shall 
be  for  ever  unhappy,  if  she  may 
not  in  death  see  the  dear  creature 
whom  she  could  not  see  in  life:  be 
so  kind  therefore  as  to  direct  the 
lid  to  be  only  half-screwed  down 
—  that  (if  my  poor  mother  cannot 
beprevailed  upon  to  dispense  with 
so  shocking  a  spectacle)  she  may 
be  obliged  —  she  was  the  darling 
of  her  heart  I 

If  we  know  her  will  in  relation 
to  the  funeral ,  it  shall  be  punctu- 
ally complied  with:  as  shall  every 
thing  in  it  that  is  fit  or  reasonable 
to  be  performed ;  and  this  without 
the  intervention  of  strangers. 

Will  you  not,  dear  sir,  favour 
UB  with  your  presence  at  this  mel- 
ancholy time?  Pray  do!  —  and 
pity  and  excuse ,  with  the  genero- 
sity irhich  is  natural  to  the  brave 


1 


and  the  wise ,  what  passed  at 


jA.HiJu.owe,  JiuL 

Everi/  thing  thal'fi  fit  orreasonaUt 
to  be  performed!  [repeated  1  H 
the  colonel  from  the  above  lettK 
on  bis  reading  it  to  me:)  that  it 
every  thing  wmch  shehoa  directed, 
that  fan  be  performed.  I  bope* 
colonel ,  that  I  shall  have  no  C(~ 
tention  with  them.  I  wish  no  mc 
for  their  acquaintance  than  tbtj 
do  for  mine.  But  you,  sir,  mutt 
be  the  mediator  between  then 
and  me;  for  I  shall  insist  uponi 
literal  performance  in  every  ar- 

The  colonel  was  so  kind  as  to 
declare  that  be  would  support  DM 
in  my  resolution. 

LETTER  C XXXIV. 


SuDds)'  morn.  elgbC  o'Dlook,  Si 

I  BTAiD  at  Smith's  till  I  saw  tb( 
last  of  all  that  is  mortal  of  tke 
divine  lady. 

As  she  had  directed  rings  bybei 
will  to  several  persons,  with  her 
hair  to  be  set  in  crystal,  the  af- 
flicted Mrs,  Norton  cut  off,  before  ■ 
the  coffin  was  closed,  fourchano'  J 
ng   ringlets;    one  of  which   the  I 
loTonel  took  for  a  looket;  which,! 
he  says,  hewillcause  to  be  madt,'1 
and  wear  next  his  heart  inmen 
of  his  beloved  cousin. 

Betveen  four  and  five  in  tliaf 
.ttOToioS,  the  corpse  was  pat  ittt 


Kb  lie 


©hearse;  the cofiiii  before  being 
Bllpd,  as  intended,  with  flowers 
and  aromatic  herbs,  and  proper 
eare  taken  to  present  the  corpse 
suffering  (to  the  eye)  from  tlie 
jolting  of  the  hearse. 

Poor  Mrs.  Norton  is  eitremely 
ill.  T  gave  particular  directions 
toMrs.ijinitbs  maid  (whom  I  have 
ordered  to  attend  the  good  woman 
in  a  mourning  chariot)  to  take 
care  of  her.  The  colonel,  who 
rides  with  his  servaats  within  view 
of  the  hearse,  says,  that  he  will 
lee  my  orders  in  relation  to  her 
enforced. 

When  the  hearao  moved  off, 
md  was  out  of  sight,  1  locked  up 

blady's  chamber,  into  wliich  all 

nl  had  belonged  to  her  wasre- 

[pect  to  hear  from  the  colonel 
a  he  ia  got  down,  by  a 
it  of  his  own. 


.0)  you  inclosed  a  letter  from 
i  Lovelace ;  which ,  though 
Ten  in  the  cursed  algebra,  I 
V  to  be  such  a  one  as  will  shew 
t  B  queer  way  he  is  in ;  for  he 
, . ..  fit  to  ua  with  the  air  of  a  tra- 
'g^ian.  Ton  will  see  by  it  what 
the  mad  follow  had  intended  to 
do,  if  we  had  aol  all  of  ns  inter, 
rmsed.  He  was  actnally  setting 
"111.  with  a  surgeon  of  this  place, 
'  hare  the  lady  opened  and  em- 
'iilmed.  —  Rotme,  ifitbenotmy 
lull  persnaiion,  that  if  he  had,  her 
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heart  would  have  been  found  to 
be  either  iron  or  marble. 

We  have  got  Lord  M.  to  him, 
tlis  lordship  13  also  much  athicted 
at  the  lady's  death.  Hia  sisters 
and  nieces,  he  says,  will  be  ready 
to  break  their  hearts.  What  a 
rout's  here  about  a  woman !  For 
after  all,  she  was  no  more. 

We  have  taken  apailAilofblaok 
bull's  blood  from  dim;  and  this 
has  lowered  him  a  little.  Bat  he 
threatens  Colonel  tlorden,  he 
threatens  yon  for  your  cursed  re- 
flections, [cursed  reflections  in- 
deed. Jack!)  and  curses  all  the 
world  and  himeelf,  atill. 

Last  night  his  mourning  (which 
is  full  as  deep  as  for  a  wife)  was 
brought  home,  and  his  fellows' 
mourning  too.  And,  though  eight 
o'clock,  he  would  put  it  00,  and 
make  them  attend  him  in  theire. 

Every  body  blames  him  on  the 
lady's  account.  But  I  see  not  for 
why.  She  was  a  vixen  in  her  vir- 
tue. What  a  pretty  fellow  she 
has  ruined  —  hay,  Jack!  —  And 
her  relations  are  ten  times  more 
to  blame  than  he.  I  will  prove 
this  to  the  teeth  of  them  alL  If 
Ihei)  could  uaeherill,  why  should 
they  eipect  Mm  to  use  her  well? 
—  You  or  I,  or  Tourville,  in  hia 
shoes,  would  have  done  as  he  has 
done.  Are  not  all  the  girts  fore- 
warnedf  —  Has  he  done  by  her  as 
that  caitiff  Miles  did  to  the 
farmer's  daughter,  whom  he 
tricked  up  to  town  Ta  prettr  |ritl 
also,  just  Buch  anotoer  as  Bob's 
Eoaehudl)uDder  a  notion  oFtrait>- 


aladyl 


pretending  the  lady  w 


-  DHlltd  her  o: 


Drank  her  light -lieaited;  thco 
carried  her  to  a.  play;  then  it 
was  too  late  you  know,  to  see 
the  pretended  lady:  then  to  a 
bagnio:  ruined  her,  its  they  call 
it,  aud  all  the  same  day.  Kept 
her  on  (an  ugly  dog,  too  I)  a  fort- 
night or  three  weeks;  then  left 
her  to  the  roercy  of  the  people  of 
the  bagnio,  (nefer  paying  for  any 
thine)  who  stript  ner  of  all  her 
clotEeB,  and  because  she  would 
not  lake  on,  threw  her  into  prison ; 
where  she  died  in  want  and  in 
despair!  —  A  true  story,  thou 
knoweat,  Jack,  —  This  fellow  de- 
served to  be  d — n'd.  But  has  our 
Bob  been  auch  a  villain  aa  this?  — 
And  would  he  uot  have  married 
this  flinty-hearted  lady?  —  So  he 
isjusti/iai  verg  enidenlly. 

Why  then  ahould  such  cursed 

Sidms  take  him?  —  Who  would 
.ve  thought  he  had  been  such 
poor  blond?  Now  [rot  the  puppy !] 
to  see  him  ait  silent  in  a  corner, 
when  he  has  tired  himself  with  his 
mock  majeaty,  and  with  hie  argu- 
mentation (who  so  fond  of  arguing 
as  he?)  and  teaching  hia  shadow 
to  make  mouths  against  the  wain- 
scot —  the  devil  fetch  me,  if  1 
have  patience  with  him! 

But  he  has  had  no  rest  for  these 
tcudaya:  that's  the  thing!  —  You 
must  write  to  him;  and  pr'ythee 
coai:  him,  Jack,  and  send  him 
what  he  writes  for,  and  give  him 
all  his  way :  there  will  be  no  bear- 
ing bim  else.  And  get  the  lady 
buried  as  fast  as  you  can;  and 
don't  let  him  know  where. 

This  letter  ahonld  have  gone 
Terterday.    We  told  him  it  did. 


But  were  in  hopes  he  would  not 
have  inquired  an:er  it  again. 
he   raves,     as    Tie    has   nu 

What  he  vovehmfed  to  read  A 
other  of  your  letters  has  given  n^"^ 
lord  sucn  a  curiosity,  as  make. 
him  desire  you  to  coutinne  yoaj 
aceounta.  Pray  do;  but  no'  ^^^ 
your  h^yiifAx  Arabic ;  and  we 
let  the  poor  fellow  only  ii 
we  think  fitting  for  his 

I  live  a  cursed  dull  poking  lifii' 
here.  With  whati  so  latelTi  — 
of  poor  Bellon,  and  what  I  t-  . 
see  of  this  charming  fellow,  I  ahilt 
be  as  crazy  as  he  soon,  or  as  dnlt' 
as  thou.  Jack;  so  must  seek  (or 
better  company  in  town  tkui 
either  of  you.  I  have  been  (oreed 
to  read  sometimes  to  divert  mei 
and  you  know  I  hate  reading.  » 
presently  sets  me  into  a  i 
drowsiness;  and  then  I  yawn  and 
stretch  like  a  devil. 

Yet,  in  Diyden'a  Palemon  wd 
Arcite,  haveljusi  now  met  with* 
passage,  that  has  in  it  much  M 
our  Bob's  case.  These  are 
of  tbe  lines, 

Mr,  Mowbray  then  recUet  n(W 

'         lines  from  that  poem,  dtser^l^ 

a  dislracled  man,  and  ramSt 

'         parallel;  and  Oien  priStigMH^ 

self  in  hin  performance,  g€^ 

Let  me  tell  you,  that  badlb^ 
gun  to  write  as  early  as  you  w 
Lovelace,  I  might  have  cot  St 
'        '"  either  of  yO*> 


lie,    I  loved  a 
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hated  droning;  &&d  have  led  in 
fonner  days  more  boys  from  tlieir 
book,  than  ever  my  master  made 
to  profit  by  it.  Kicking  aud  cuff- 
ing, and  orchard-robbing,  were 
my  early  glory. 

But  1  am  tired  of  writing.  1 
never  wrote  such  a,  long  letter  in 
my  life.  My  wristE  aud  my  fingers 
and  thnmb  ache  d— nably.  The 
pen  is  an  hundred  weight  at  least. 
And  my  eyes  are  ready  to  drop 
OQtofmy  head  upon  the  paper  — 
The  cramp  but  this  minute  in  my 
fingers.  Rot  the  goose  and  the 
gooseqnilt!  1  will  write  no  more 
long  letters  for  a  twelvemonth  to 
come.  Yet  one  word:  we  thinis 
the  mad  fellow  coming  to.  Adieu. 


» 


OK,  UibridgB.Ssi.  Sept. 

I  THINK  it  absolutely  right  that 

y  ever  dear  and  beloved   ladv 

■houldbe  opened  and  embalmea. 

It  mast  be  done  out  of  hand  — 

this   very   afternoon.     Your   ac- 

Joaintance  Tomkins,  and  old  An- 
eraon  of  this  place,  whom  I  will 
bring  with  me,  shall  be  the  sur- 
geons, I  have  talked  to  the  latter 
about  it. 

I  will  see  every  thing  done  with 
that  decorum  which  the  case,  and 
the  sacred  person  of  my  beloved, 

£very  thing  that  can  be  done  to 
preserve  the  charmer  from  decay, 
shall  also  be  done.  And  when  she 
tuill  descend  to  her  original  dust,' 
or  cannot  he  kept  longer,  I  wilt 
then  have  her  laid  in  my  family[ 


vault,  between  my  own  father  and 
mother.  Myself,  as  I  am  in  my 
sW,  so  in  ptr.suii,  chief  mourner. 
But  her  heart,  to  which  1  have 
such  unquestioaablc  pretensions, 
in  which  1  had  once  so  iarge  a 
share,  and  which  I  will  prize  a- 
bove  my  own,  I  leill  have.  I  will 
keepitmspiritfl.  It  shall  never  be 
out  of  my  sight.  And  all  the 
charges  of  sepiilline  too  shall  be 

Surely  nobody  will  dispute  my 
right  to  her.  Whose  was  she 
living?  whose  is  she  dead,  bat 
mine?  —  Her  cursed  parents, 
whose  barbarity  to  her,  no  doubt, 
was  the  tnie  cause  of  her  death, 
have  long  since  renounced  her. 
She  left  Ih/m  for  me.  She  chose 
me,  therefore ;  and  I  was  her  hus- 
band. What  though  I  treated 
her  like  a  villain?  Do  I  not  pay 
for  it  now?  Would  she  not  have 
been  mine  had  I  not?  Nobody  will 
dispute  but  she  would.  And  has 
she  not  forgiven  me?  —  I  am  then 
in  sfalu  quo  pmis  with  her  —  am  I 
not?  —  as  if  I  had  never  offended? 
Whose  then  can  she  be  but  mine  ? 

I  will  free  you  from  your  ejecu- 
torship,  and  all  your  cares. 

Take  notice,  tieiford,  that  I  do 
hereby  actually  discharge  you 
and  every  body,  from  all  cares 
and  troubles  relating  to  her.  And 
us  to  her  last  testament,  I  will 
eiecute  it  myself. 

There  were  no  articles  between 
us,  no  settlements;  and  she  is 
mine,  as  you  see  I  have  proved  to 
a  demonstration;  nor  could  she 
dispose  of  hcHKiK  b'o.'i.  aa\-^^M^^ 
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not  good 


ifl 
against  all  €^ 


Her  bovdiy  if  her  fiiendB  are 
veij  aoiieitoas  about  tkem,  and 
▼cry  kmnble  and  aonowful  ^md 
none  haTe  they  of  tlMir  own)  nail 
be  sent  down  to  them  —  to  be  laid 
with  her  aneesims  —  nnless  she 
has  <NPdered  otherwise.  For,  ex- 
eept  that  she  shall  not  be  eom- 
nutted  to  the  unworthy  eaitii  so 
long  as  she  can  be  k^t  oot  of  it, 
her  will  shall  be  poformed  in 
e¥eiy  thing. 

I  send  in  the  meantime  for  a 
lock  of  hair. 

lehar^^  you  stir  not  in  any  part 
of  her  will,  bat  by  my  express  di- 
rection. I  will  order  every  thing 
myself.  For  am  I  not  lier  hns- 
biuid?  And  being  forgiyen  by 
her,  am  I  not  the  chosen  of  her 
heart?  What  else  signifies  her 
fomveness? 

The  two  insufferable  wretches 
you  haTe  sent  me  plagae  me  to 
death,  and  would  treat  me  like  a 
babe  in  strings.  D — n  the  fellows, 
what  can  ihev  mean  by  it?  Yet 
that  crippled  monkey  Doleman 
joins  wiu  them.  And,  as  I  hear 
them  whisper,  they  have  sent  for 
Lord  M.  —  To  control  me,  I  sap- 
pose. 

What  can  they  mean  b^  this 
usage?  Sure  all  the  world  is  run 
mad  bat  myself.  They  treat  me  as 
they  ought  cveiy  one  of  themselves 
to  be  treated.  The  whole  world  is 
but  one  great  bedlam.  God  con- 
found it,  and  eveiy  thing  in  it, 

'*e  now  my  beloved  Clarissa 
we  —  no  more  Harlowe — 


upon  that  name,  and  eveiy 
one  called  by  it! 
What  I  write  to  you  for  is, 
1.  To  forbid  you  intermeddling 
with  any  thing  rdating  to  her.  To 
forlMdMorden  intermeddling  also. 
If  I  reoMmber  right,  he  has  threat- 
ened me,  and  cursed  me,  and 
used  me  ill  —  and  let  him  begone 
from  her,  if  he  would  avoid  my  i<e- 


2.  To  send  me  a  lock  of  her  hair 
instantly  by  the  bearw. 

3.  To  engage  Tomkins  to  have 
every  thing  ready  for  the  opening 
and  embalming.  I  shall  bring  An- 
derson with  me. 

4.  To  set  her  will  and  every 
thin^  ready  for  my  perusal  and 
consideration. 

I  will  have  possession  of  her 
dear  heart  this  very  night ;  and  let 
Tomkins  provide  a  proper  recept- 
acle and  spirits ,  till  I  can  get  a 
golden  one  made  for  it 

I  will  take  her  papers.  And,  as 
no  one  can  do  her  memory  justice 
equal  to  myself,  1  will  not  spsie 
myself.  Who  can  better  shew  the 
world  what  she  was,  and  what  a 
villain  he  that  coald  use  her  ill? 
And  the  worid  shall  also  see,  what 
implacable  and  unworthy  parente 
she  had. 

All  shall  be  set  forth  in  words 
at  length.  No  mincing  of  the 
matter.  Names  undisguised  as 
well  as  facts.  For  as  I  soali  make 
the  worst  figare  in  it  myself,  and 
have  a  right  ,to  treat  myself  as 
nobody  else  shall;  who  will  con- 
trol me?  who  dare  call  me  to  ae- 
count? 

li^tme  know  if  the  d — n*d  mo- 
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be  yet  the  Bubject  of  the  de- 1 
Tif'a  own  vengeance  —  if  the  old 
wretch  be  dead  or  alive?  Some 
eiemplary  mischief  1  must  yet  do. 
,Uj revenge  shall  eweep  awajthal 
"""tII,  and  all  myoppoaera  of  the 
lel  Harlowe  family,  from  the 
;  of  the  earth.  Whole  heoa- 
ibs  ought  to  be  offered  up  to 
manes  of  my  Clariasa  Love- 
ly Although  her  will  may  in  aome 
rMpecta  cross  mine,  yetl  expect 
*-  to  be  ohaerved.  1  will  be  the  inter- 
preter of  hera. 

Nert  to  mine,  hersehallbeob- 

aerved;  for  she  is  mj^  wife;  and 

aball   be  to   all  eternity.     I  will 

B^ever  have  another. 

Hb  Adieu,  Jack,  1  am  preparing  to 

|Hawithyou.   I  charge  you,  aa  you 

[^«llne  my  life  or  your  own ,  do  not 

oppoae  me  ill  any  thing  relating  to 

my  Clarissa  Lovelace, 

My  temper  is  entirely  altered.  1 
know  not  what  it  is  to  laugh,  or 
— -■'-   "ir  be  pleasant.   I  am  grown 
3  and  impatient,  and  will 
mntroiled. 
I  write  tliifl  in  characters  as  1 
ed  to  do,  that  nobody  but  you 
Ktnld  know  what  I  write.    For 
,.9Ter  was  any  man  plagued  with 
inpertinents,  aBittm. 

R,  Lovelace. 

h  a  separate  paper  inclosed  ht  the 

aiave. 
Let  me  tell  thee,  in  characters 
still,  that  1  am  in  a  dreadful  way 
ioat  now.  My  brain  is  all  boiling 
tike  a  cauldron  over  a  fiery  fur-i 
sacs.    What  a  devil  is  the  matter] 


with  me,  I  wouderl  I  never  was 
so  strange  iu  my  life. 

In  truth,  Jack,  1  have  been  a 
most  execrable  villain.  And  when 
1  consider  all  my  actions  t«  thia 
angel  of  a  woman,  andiuherthe 
piety,  the  charity,  the  wit,  the 
beauty,  I  have  helped  to  destroy, 
and  the  sood  to  the  world  I  have 
thereby  aeea  a  means  of  frustrat- 
ing, I  can  pronounce  d — nation 
upon  myself.  Uow  then  can  1  ex- 
pect mercy  any  where  else  1 

I  believe  I  shall  have  no  pa- 
tience with  you  when  I  see  you. 
Your  d~ned  stings  and  refiec- 
tions    have    almost    turned    my 

But  here  Lord  M.  they  tell  me, 
iacome!  D—n  him,  and  those  who 
sent  for  him  I 

I  knownotwbat  I  have  written. 
Hut  her  dear  heart  and  a  lock  of 
her  hair  I  will  have,  let  who  will 
be  the  gainsayers !  For  ia  she  not 
mine?  Whose  else  can  she  be? 
She  has  no  father  nor  mother,  no 
aister,  no  brother:  no  relations  hut 
me.  And  my  beloved  ia  mine;  and 
1  am  hers;  and  that's  enough.  — 
But  oh  1 
Bho'«    out!     Tbo    dump   of    lieslh   bu 


Andiaitao?  lait  I'lideeiso?  —  ' 
Good  God  I  —  Good  God  I  —  But 
they  will  not  lot  me  write  on.  I 
muat  go  down  to  this  officious 
peer  —  who  the  devil  sent  for 
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Ht.  IMtbrd  ta  Bicbud  MowLn;,  Eiq. 

SnndiT,  Bepl.  10,  fonr  In  the  sftenioon. 

I HATK  Toare,  with  our  unbappj 
friend's  inclosed.  I  am  glad  mj 
lord  is  with  him.  As  I  presome 
tbat  his  phrensj  will  be  but  of 
■hort  coDtiDuance,  I  most  earnest- 
ly wish,  that  on  his  recovery  he 
could  be  prevailed  upoQ  to  go 
abroad.  Mr.  Morden,  who  is  in- , 
consolable,  boa  seen  by  the  will 
(as  indeed  he  suspected  before  he 
read  it)  that  the  case  was  more 
than  a  common  seduction;  and 
has  dropt  hints  already,  that  be 
looks  upon  himself,  on  that  ac- 
count, as  freed  from  his  prom iseB 
made  to  the  dying  lady,  which 
were,  that  he  would  not  seek  to 
avenge  her  death.  ' 

You  must  make  the  recovery  of 
his  health  the  motive  for  urging 
himon  this  head;  for,  if  you  hint 
at  his  own  safety,  be  will  not  stir, 
but  rather  seek  the  colonel. 

As  to  the  lock  of  hair,  you  may 
easily  pacify  him  (as  you  once 
saw  the  angel)  with  hair  near  the 
colour,  if  he  be  latent  upon  it. 

At  my  lord's  desire  I  will  write, 
on,  and  in  my  common  band ;  that: 
you  may  judge  what  is,  and  what 
IS  not,  fit  tone  read  to  Mr.  Love- 
lace at  present.  But  as  I  shall  not 
■  forbear  reflections  as  1  go  along, 
iu  hopes  to  reach  his  heart  on  his 
recovery,  I  think  it  best  to  direct 
myself  to  him  still;  andthatasif 
be  were  not  disordered. 

As  I  shall  not  have  leisure  to 
take  copies,  and  yet  am  willing  to 
'     sthe  wJioIe subject  beforemc, 


for  my  own  future  cont«mplatiou; 
1  must  inrist  upon  a  return  of  mj' 
letters  sometime  hence.  Mr.Love* 
lace  knows  that  this  is  one  of  my 
conditions;  and  has  hitherto  com- 
plied with  it. 

Thy  letter,  Mowbray,  is 
imitable performance.  Thoaart* 
strao^'e  impenetrable  creature^ 
But  let  me  most  earnestly  conjoii, 
thee,  and  the  idle  flatterer  Tout- 
ville,  from  what  you  have  seeno£ 

E30r  Belton's  exit ;  from  our  friend' 
ovelace's  phrensy,  and  the  oM 
casion  of  it;  and  from  the  terrible 
condition  in  which  the  wretcfaSin^ 
clair  lies;  to  set  about  an  inn 
mediate  change  of  life  and  man*' 
uers.  Formy  own  part,  lamdei^i 
termined ,  be  your  resolutionfi 
what  they  may,  to  take  the  adriM, 

As  witness, 

J.  Belfosd, 

LETTER   CXXXVUI. 


0  LovBLicE ,  I  have  a  scene  t» 
paint  in  relation  to  the  wretchei 
Sinclair,  that,  if  I  do  it  justicer 
will  make  thee  seriously  ponde* 
and  reflect,  or  nothing  can.  I  will 
lead  to  it  iu  order;  and  that  ill 
my  usual  hand,  that  thy  compeen 
may  be  able  to  read  it  as  well  W 
thyself. 

When  I  bad  written  the  preoed-. 
ing  letter;  not  knowing  what  tn 
do  with  myself;  recollecting  and 
in  vain  wishing  for  that  ddi^ht- 
fill  and  improving  convers."' — 
which  I  had  now  Tor  ever  h 
,thonght  1  had  as  good  begin  ihe 
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task,  which  I  had  for  some  time 
past  resolced  to  begja;  that  is  to 
say,  Ui  go  to  church  i  and  see  if  1 
could  not  reap  Bome  henefit  from 
what  I  should  hear  there.  Ac- 
cordioKlj  I  determined  to  go  to 
hear  the  celebrated  preacher  at 
St  James's  Church.  But,  as  if  the 
devil  (for  so  I  mas  then  ready  to 
conclude)  thought  himself  uon- 
ceroed  to  prevent  my  iuteution,  a 
visit  was  made  me,  just  as  I  was 
dreesed,  which  took  me  off  from 


but  from  Sally  Martia,  accom- 
panied by  Mrs.  Carter,  the  sister 
of  theinfamousSinelairl  the  sane, 
1  suppose  I  need  not  telt  you,  who 
keeps  the  Bagnio  near  Blooma- 

They  t«ld  me  that  the  surgeou, 
apothecary,  and  physician,  had  all 

given  the  wretched  womau  o^ 

but  that  she  said,  she  could 
die,  nor  be  at  rest,  till  she  saw 
and  they  besought  roe  to  acc' 
pauy  them  in  the  coach  they  ci 
in,  if  I  had  one  spark  of  charity,  of 
Chrislian  charity,  as  they  called 
it,  left. 

I  was  very  loth  to  he  diverted 
from  my  purpose  by  a  request  bo 
unwelcome,  and  from  people  ao 
abhorred;  but  at  last  went,  and 
we  got  thither  by  ten,  when;  a 
scene  so  shocking  presented  itself 
tome,  thattheaei"  '  ""  "' 
spending  Beiton  is 
be  compared  with  it. 

The  old  wretch  had  once  put 
her  leg  out  by  her  rage  and 
violence,  and  had  been  crying, 
scolding,  cursing,  ever  since  the 


preceding  evening,  that  the  snr- 
geon  had  told  her  it  was  impos- 
sible to  save  her;  andthatamor- 
tiScation  had  begun  to  shew  it- 

"■  '  lomuch  tnat,  purely  in 
compassion  to  their  own  e/in,  they 
had  been  forced  to  send  for  an- 
other surgeon,  purposely  to  tell 
her,  thougli  against  his  judgment, 

id  (being  a  friend  of  the  other)to 

em  to  convince  hitit,  that  he  mis- 
look  her  ease;  and  that  if  she 
would  be  patient,  she  might  re- 
cover. But,  nevertheless,  her  ap- 
prehensions of  death,  and  her 
antipathy  to  the  thoughts  of  dy- 
ing, were  so  strong,  that  their  im- 
posture had  not  the  intended 
effect,  and  she  was  raving,  crying, 
cursing,  and  even  howling,  more 
like  a  wolf  than  a  human  creature, 
wheu  I  came ;  so  that  as  I  went  up 
stairs,  1  said.  Surely  this  noise, 
this  howling,  cannot  be  from  the 
unhappy  woman!  Sally  said  it 
was:  and  assured  me.  that  it  was 
nothing  to  the  noise  she  had  made 
all  night;  and  stepping  into  her 
room  before  me,  Dear  Mi  if awi  Sin- 
clair, said  she,  forbear  this  noise! 
It  is  more  like  that  of  a  bull  than 
a  woman!  —  Here  comes  Mr.  Bel- 
ford;  and  you'll  fright  him  away 
if  you  bellow  at  this  rate. 

There  were  no  less  than  eight 
of  her  cursed  daughters  surronnd- 
iug  her  bed  when  I  entered;  one 
ofher  partners,  Polly  Horton,  at 
their  head;  aud  now  Sally,  her 
other  partner,  and  Madam  Carter, 
aa  they  called  her  (for  they  are  all 
irad'iama  with  one  another),  made 
the  number  ten;  all  in  shocking 
dishabille,  and  without  sta.'j«.,'i^i-- 
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(H«pt  Snllr.  CArt^,  and  Polly,  them,  mneh  leoBAgronoftiieBi 
who,  uot\lAriii^toleaTeher,  hid  thus  unprepared  fbrlMMieeD.* 
not  btH^n  in  beU  all  night  1 ,  for  my  part ,  never ^Mfon; 

Theothor  sev^n  seamed  to  have  nor  had  I  now,  bat  npoatiuBM- 
hiHHi  bul  ju$t  up,  risen  perhaps  casion,    been  tbiu  faooand.   H 
fnuu  thoir  customers  in  the  fore-  thojihadsij  I  belierethoninHdAt 
houM\  and  their  nocturnal  orgies,  hate  a  profligate  woman,  ibom 
with  faces,  three  or  four  of  them,  of  Swift's    Yahoos,   or  Yiitiri 
that  had  rmi«  the  paint  lying  in  obscene  Harpies,  Bonirtiiig  nor 
streaky  st'ams  not  half  blowi*d  ordnre  upon  the  TrojaiitrenAai; 
olT,  discovering  coane  wrinkled  since  the  persons  of  sodi  intiiar 
skins :  the  hair  of  si^me  of  them  of  retirements  are  as  filthy  as  that 
divers   ci^lour» ,    obliged  to   the  minds.  —  Hate  them  as  mndi « 
black-lead  comb  where  black  was  1  do;  and  as  mach  as  I  adndiei 
atfecttHi ;  the  artificial  jet .  how-  and  next  to  adore  a  tmly  Yiitnou 
ever,  yielding  apace  to  the  natural  and  elegant  woman:  for  to  neit 
briudle:  that  of  others  plastered  is  evident ,   that  as  a  neat  aad 
with  oil  and  powxler:  the  oil  pre-  clean  woman  must  be  anangdof 
dominating :  out  every  one's  han^-  a  creature ,  so  a  sluttish  one  is  tiM 
iug  about  her  ears  and  neck  m  impurest  animal  in  nature.    Bot 
br\^keu  curls«  or  raggevi  ends :  and  these    were    the   Yeterans,   ^ 
each  at  my  entrance  taken  with  chosen  band;   for  now-and-then 
one  motion,  stn^kin^  their  matted  flitted  into  the  number,  of  half  t 
locks  with  K^th  hands  under  their  dozen  or  more,   by  tnms.   sab- 
coills,  mobs,  or  pinners,  every  one  ordinate  sinners,  under  graduates, 
of  which  was  awry.    They  were  younger  than  some  of  the  chosen 
all  slip>shoe\l:  stockeuless'  some:  phalanx,  but  not  less  obscene  in 
only  under-petticoated  all;  their  their  appearance,  though  indeed 
gowns«  made  to  cover  straddling  not   so   much    beholden    to  the 
hiH^ps,  hanging  troUopv,  and  tan*  plastering  fucns;  yet  unproptbj 
gliugalKHU  theur heels ;^iit hastily  stays,   squalid,   loose  in  attire, 
wrapt  round  them,  as  soon  as  1  sluggish-haired,  imder-petticoat- 
cameup  stairs.   And  half  of  them  ed  only  as  the  former,  eyes  htlf 
uupa\ided,  shouMer-bent,  pallid-  opened ,    winking  and  pinking, 
lipt,  limber-jointed  wretches)  ap-  mispatched ,  yawning,  stretching, 
pearing,  from  a  blooming  nine-  as  if  from  tfie  unwom-off  effects 
teen  or  twenty  perhaps  over-night,  of  the  midnight  revel;  all  armed 
ha^ggard,  well-worn  strumpets  of  in  succession  with  supplies  of  cor- 
thirty  eight  or  forty.  dials .   (of  which  eyery  one  pre- 

I  am  the  more  particular  in     ,  wx,^,^,  »...    .^«   i^.„  «w»#i'. 

J         .,  .       ^    ^«        -,*  «5:o<'Ter    has    seen    Deaa   owifli 

descnbmg  to  thee  the  appearance  u,!y**  jTy«$:np-room .   win  think  thii 
these  creatures  made  in  my  eyes  d«<«<r^p(K«B  of  Mr.  BeUord's  not  only 

whenIcameintotheroom,becaW«'^'r^^2'i«^''*in?l^^^^^ 
belieye  thou  neyer  sawest  any  of  and  bv  th«  %<*  that  may  b«  made  of  it. 


CLABIS8A  HABLOWE. 


335 


orpa 
ha  direction  of  tlie  busier 
,  who  t'cequently  popped 
:e  ber  slops  duly  given  uud 

■  Jlut  when  I  approached  the  nJd 
^e(c/i,what  a  spectacle  preseuted 
'self  to  my  eyes! 
'^ler  miEfoTtime  has  not  at  all 
ik ,  but  rather,  as  1  thought,  in- 
reased  her  flesh;  rage  and  vio- 
Bice  perhaps  swellitig  her  mua- 
.nlar  features.  Behold  her  then, 
tpreadiug  the  whole  tumbled  bed 
^th  her  huge  quaffgy  carcase: 
t  mill-poHt  arms  held  up;  her 
road  hands  clenched  with  via- 
;  her  big  eyea,  goggling  and 
.  ng  red  as  we  may  suppose 
thoseof  a  salamander:  her  matted 


dress  being  half  otF,  spread  about 
her  fat  ears  and  brawny  neck); 
her  livid  ijps parched,  and  work- 
ing riolently;  her  broad  chin 
in  conTulsive  motion ;  her  wide 
mouth ,  by  reason  of  the  contrac- 
tion of  her  forehead  (which  aeemed 
to  be  half  lost  in  its  own  frightful 
furrows)  splitting  her  face,  as  it 
were  into  two  parts ;  and  her  huge 
toogne  hideously  rolling  in  it; 
heaving,  puffing  asif  for  breath; 
her  bellows- shaped  and  various 
coloured  breasts  ascending  by 
turns  to  her  chin,  and  descending 
out  of  sight  with  the  violence  of 
her  saBpings, 

This  was  the  spectacle,  as  re- 
collection has  enabled  me  to  de- 
scribe it ,  that  this  wretch  made  to 
iny  eye,  when  I 


by  her  suffragans  and  daughters, 
«no  surveyed  her  wiih  scouling 
frighted  attention ,  which  one 
might  easily  see  had  more  in  it  of 
horror  and  self-eoneem  (and  setf- 
condemnoiion  too)  than  of  lore  or 
pity;  as  who  should  say,  See! 
what  wo  ourselves  must  one 
day  be ! 

As  soon  as  she  saw  me,  herna- 
tnraliy  big  voice ,  more  hoarsened  I 

by  her  ravings,  broke  upon  me; 
O,  Mr.  Belfordl  0,  sirl  see  what 
1  am  come  to!  —  See  what  I  am  J 
brought  to!  —  To  have  such  a 
cursed  crew  about  me,  and  not 
one  of  them  to  take  care  of  me! 
But  to  let  me  tumble  down  stairs 
so  distant  from  the  room  I  went 
from  I  so  distant  from  the  room  I 
meant  to  go  to!  Cursed,  cursed 
be  every  Cftreleas  devil!  —  May 
this  or  worse  be  their  fate ,  every 
one  of  them! 

And  then  she  cursed  and  swore 
moat  vehemently,  and  the  more, 
as  two  or  three  of  them  were  ex- 
cusing tbemselves  on  the  score  of  1 
their  being  at  that  time  as  unable 
to  help  themselves  as  she.  As 
soon  as  she  had  cleared  the  pas-  , 
sage  of  her  throat  by  the  oaths 
and  curses  which  her  wild  im- 
patience had  made  her  utter,  she 
began  in  a  more  hollow  and 
whniing  strain  to  bemoan  herself. 
And  here,  said  she  —  Heaven 
grant  me  patience!  [clenching 
and  unclenching  her  hands]  ami 
to  die  thus  miserably!  —  of  a 
broken  leg  in  my  old  age!  — 
snatched  away  by  means  of  my 
ownintemperancal  Self-do!  Self- 
undone !— No  time  for  my  SI 


r 
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!  —  And  in  a  j  more]    that  he   did  not  do  becj 
h  justice!     And  that,   Ihe 

-  curae,  and  will  one  day  be  yoowt 
^  And  then  again  she  howled. 
,       I  still  advised  patience.     1  said*! 

-  that  it'  her  time  were  to  be  so  sboit 
,  as  she  appreheaded,   the  m 

ought  she  to  endeavonr  to  o( 
1  pOBe  herself:  and  then  she  wouljj 
It  least  die  with  more  easi 
lelf  —  and   satiefactioa 
3  frienda  —  1  was  going  to  say 

-  but  the  word  die  put  her  into  H 
e  violent  raving,  audthue  she  brokkj 

'  1  upon  me.     Die,  did  yon  nj, 

ir?  —  Die!— I  will  not,  leamul 

t  die!  —  I  know  not  hoie  to  diel — 

r  .Di>,9irl  — AndmKsdthendie?- 


No  time  to 

few  hours  (Ohl  —  Ohl  —  with 
another  long  howling  0 — hi 
U— gh — ol  a  kind  of  aoteami 
key  terminating  it)  who  knoi 
who  can  toll  where  I  shall  be? 
Oh!  that  indeed  1  never,  never, 
had  had  aheing! 

What  could  one  say  to 
wretch  as  thia,  whose  whole  life 
had  been  spent  in  the  most  dif- 
fusive  wickedness,    and  who 
doubt  has  numbers  of  souls  to 
swer  for?     Yet  1  told  her,  she 
must  be  patient:  that  her  violence 
made  her  worse:  and  that,  if  she 
would  compose  henelf,  she  might 
get  iuto  a  frame  more  proper  for. 
herjpresent ciroumatanoea.  jLeave   thia   world?  

Who,  17  interrupted  she:  I  get  bear  it!  —  And  who  brought  w*. 
into  a  better  frame?  I,  who  uan  hither,  air?  [her  eyes strikingDRt' 
neither  crv,  nor  pray!  Yet  a!- 1  at  me]  who  Drought  you  hither* 
ready  feel  the  torments  of  the  tell  me  I  must  die,  sir? — Icaimol^ 
d~u'dl  What  mercy  can  I  ex-  I  will  not  leave  this  world.  Ldt 
pect?  What  hope  ia  left  forme?  others  die,  who  wish  foranothe^ 
—  Then,  that  sweet  creature!  who  expect  a  better!  I  have 
that  incomparable  Miss  Hurlowel  my  plaguea  iu  this;  but  wl. 
■bo,  it  seems,  ia  dead  and  gone!  compound  fbrall  future  hopes, 
O ,  that  cursed  man  I  Had  it  not  as  I  may  be  nothing  after  this  I 
boon  for  him!  1  had  never  had  Aud  then  she  bowled  and  b 
thia,  the  most  crying  of  all  my  lowed  by  turns, 
■ins,  to  answer  for!  Bymyfaith,  Lovelace,  I  trei 

And  Iheu  she  set  np  another, bled  in  every  joint;  and  looldna 
howl.  .'upon    Iter  who  spoke  thia,    ana 

And  1*^  she  dead?  —  Xndeedlroared  thus,  aud  upon  the  com- 
ileudV  proceeded  she,  when  her  pany  round  me,  I  more  than  oueit 
liiiwl  wttKOVur  —  0  what  an  angel  I  thought  myself  to  be  in  one  of  tbA 
liKvo  Ihouii  tlio  means  ofdestroy-iinfenial  mansions. 
liLgl  For  tliougb  it  was  lhat|  Yetwilllproceed,  andUT,(iir 
wicked  man's  fault  that  ever  she  tbv  good,  if  1  can  shock  thee  bat 
wn»luiny  house,  yetit  wasmine,  half  aa  much  with  my  descrip- 
and  vours,  aud  yours,  andyoura,.  tions,  as  I  was  shocked  with  whri 
devils  an  we  ail  wore,  [turning  to'Isaw  and  heard. 
_      Sally,  toPolly  and  tooneortwo;     Sally!  —  Polly!  —  Sirt^ 
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ter!  —  said  she,  did  you  not  tell i  surgeons,  whom  we  espect  every 
me  1  might  recoHCT-/    Did  not  the  minute, 

siir^eun tellmelmight?  Both    the   Eurgeons    (nho   are 

And  so  you  may,  cry'd  SHiUj;lFTench;     for   Mrs,   SiDcIair    hiu 

Monaieur  Garou  says  you  may,  ifl  heard  Tourvilie  launch  out  in  the 

you'll  be  patient.    But,  as  1  have  praise  of  French  surgeons)  e 


often  tola  you  this  blessed  m 
iogi  you  ^■'s  readier  to  take  r 
despair  from  your  own  fears,  than  r 
comfort  from  all  the  hope  ve  can  a 
give  you,  I 

Yet,   cry'd  the  wretch,   inter-  i 
rupting,    does    not  Mr.   Belford  « 
(and  to  hin  you  have  told  the  c 
truth,  though  you  won't  to  in 
does  not  he)  t«Ume  Ishallijie.^- 
I  cannot  bear  it!     I  cannot  hear  t 


.a  while  we  were  thus  talking.  1 
5  retired  to  the  further  end  o?  the 
1  room,  and  threw  up  a  window  for 
I  a  httle  air,   being  half-poisoned 

by  the  effluvia   arising  from   eo 

-  many  contaminated  carcases; 
1  wbicn  gave  me  no  imperfect  idea 
e  of  the  stench  of  gaols,  which,  cor- 
;  rupdn^   the   ambient  air,    gives 

-  what  IS  called  the  prison  dis- 
r  temper. 

I  came  hack  to  the  bed-side 
1  when  the  surgeons  had  inspected 
at  once  endeavoured  to  keep  the  fracture;  and  asked  them,  if 
down  her  violent  hands,  would  she  there  wereany  expectation  of  her 
have  beaten  herseU';  as  it  seems  life? 

she  had  often  attempted  to  do  One  of  them  whispered  me, 
£rom  the  time  the  surgeon  popt  there  was  none:  that  she  had  a 
out  thewordword^coft'oiitoher.  strong  fever  upon  her,  which 
Well,  but  to  what  purpose,  said  alone,  insuchahahit,  would  pro- 
I,  (turning  aside  to  her  sister,  and  bably  dnMe  businei's;  and  that  the 
to  Sally  and  Polly)  are  these  mortification  bad  visibly  gained 
hopes  Kiven  her,  if  the  gentlemen  upon  her  since  they  were  there 
of  the  faculty  give  her  over?  You  aii  hours  ugp. 
should  let  her  know  the  worst,  Willamputationsaveher?Her 
and  then  she  musl  submit:  for  aSairsand-hermindwantsettling. 
there  is  no  running  away  from  A  few  days  added  to  her  life  may 
death.  If  she  has  any  matters  to  be  of  service  to  her  in  both  re- 
settle, put  her  uponsettling  them-,  spects. 

anddonDt,by  telling  her  she  will  They  told  me  the  fracture  was 
live ,  when  there  is  no  room  to  ex-  high  in  her  leg ;  that  the  knee  was 
pect  it,    take   from  her  the  op-  greatly  bruised;  that  the  mortifi- 

Eirtnnity  of  doing  needful  things,  cation,    in  all  probability,    had 
o  the  surgeons  actually  give  her  spread  half-way  up  the  fentur: 
over'?  and  then,   getting  me  between 

They  do, whispered  they.  Her  them  (three  or  four  of  the  women 
gross  habit,  they  say,  gives  no  joining  us,  and  listening  nltih. 
hopes.     We  have  sent  for  both;their  mQu.tbft  o^ea,  ajA.  li&.'^ail 

-  Oariua.  "iL     ^^H 

[  ^  ^M 
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signs  of  ignorant  wonder  in  their 
faces,  as  there  appeared  of  ««//*- 
sufficiency  in  those  of  the  artists,) 
(lia  they  by  turns  £11  my  ears  with 
an  anatomical  description  of  the 
leg  and  thigh;  running  over  with 
terms  of  art,  of  the  tarsus,  the 
metatarsus,  the  tibia,  the  fibula,  the 
patella,  the  os  tali,  the  os  tibicB,  the 
tibialis  posticus  and  tibialis  anticus, 
up  to  the  OS  femoris,  to  the  ace- 
tabulum of  the  OS  ischion ,  the  great 
trochanter ,  glutcms ,  triceps,  lividus, 
and  Utile  rotators ;  in  short,  of  all 
the  muscles,  cartilages,  and  bones, 
that  constitute  the  leg  and  thigh, 
from  the  great  toe  to  the  hip; 
as  if  they  would  shew  me,  that 
all  their  science  had  penetrated 
their  heads  no  further  than  their 
mouths ;  while  Sally  lifted  up  her 
hands  with  a  —  Laud  bless  me! 
are  all  surgeons  so  learned!  — 
But  at  last  both  the  gentlemen 
declared,  that  if  she  and  her 
friends  would  consent  to  amputa- 
tion ,  they  would  whip  off  her  leg  in 
a  moment. 

Mrs.  Carter  asked,  to  what  pur- 
pose ,  if  the  operation  would  not 
save  her? 

Very  true,  they  said,  but  it 
might  be  a  satisfaction  to  the  pa- 
tient's friends ,  that  all  was  done 
that  could  be  done. 

And  so  the  poor  wretch  was  to 
be  lanced  and  quartered,  as  I  may 
say,  for  an  experiment  only!  And, 
without  any  hope  of  benefit  from 
the  operation,  was  to  pay  the  sur- 
geons for  tormenting  her! 

I  cannot  but  say  1  have  a  mean 
opinion  of  both  these  gentlemen, 
vbo,  though  they  make  a  flguve,  it 


seems,  in  their  way  of  living,  and 

boast  not  only  French  extraction, 

;  but  a  Paris  education,  never  will 

!  mUke  any  in  their  practice. 

I     How  unlike  my  honest  English 

\  friend  Tomkins ,  a  plain ,  senons, 

intelligent  man,    whose  art  lies 

deeper  than  in  words ;  who  always 

avoids  parade  and  jargon ;  and 

endeavours  to  make  every  one  as 

I  much  a  judge  of  what  he  is  about 

as  himself! 

All  the  time  that  the  surgeons 
ran  on  with  their  anatomical  pro- 
cess, the  wretched  woman  most 
frightfully  roared  and  bellowed; 
which  the  gentlemen  (who  shewed 
themselves  to  be  of  the  class 
of  those  who  are  not  affected 
with  the  evils  they  do  not 
feel)  took  no  other  notice  of,  than 
by  raising  tfieir  voices  to  be  heard^ 
as  she  raised  hers — being  evident- 
ly more  solicitous  to  increase  their 
acquaintance,  and  to  propagate 
the  notion  of  their  skill,  than  to 
attend  to  the  clamours  of  the  poor 
wretch  whom  they  were  called  in 
to  relieve;  though  by  this  very 
means,  like  the  dog  and  the 
shadow  in  the  fable,  they  lost  both 
aims  with  me :  for  I  never  was  de- 
ceived in  one  rule ,  which  I  made 
early ;  to  wit,  that  the  stillest  water 
is  the  deepest ,  while  the  bubbling 
stream  only  betrays  shallowness; 
and  that  stones  and  pebbles  lie 
there  so  near  the  surface,  to  point 
out  the  best  place  to  ford  a  river 
dry  shod. 

As  nobody  cared  to  tell  the  un- 
happy wretch  what  every  one  ap- 
prehended must  follow,  and  what 
^the  surgeons  convinced  me  soon 
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woiJd,  1  undertook  to  be  tlicde-  I  wanted  with  you.  Wbeulanoke 
noUQcer  of  berdoom.  According-  iron  myintemperatetrance,  and 
ly,tbe  operators  being  withdrawii,  found  what  n  cursed  way  I  was  in, 
I  sat  down  by  the  bedside,  and  my  conscience  smote  me,  and  I 
said,  Come,  Mrs.  Sinclair,  let  mo  was  for  catching,  like  a  drowning 
ftdriseyouto  forbeartheseravinga  wretch,  at  every  straw.  I  wanted 
at  the  careleaaneafl  of  those,  wlio,  to  see  every  body,  and  any  Ijody, 
I  find,  at  the  time,  could  take  no  but  those  I  did  see;  every  body 
care  of  themselves,  and  since  the  who  I  thought  could  give  me  corn- 
accident  has  happened,  andean-  fort.  Yet  could  I  expect  none 
not  be  remedied,  to  resolve  to  from yoii  neither;  for  you  had  de- 
mabe  the  best  of  the  matter:  for  dared  yourself  my  enemy,  al- 
all  this  violence  but  enrages  the  though  I  had  never  done  you 
malady,  and  you  will  probably  harmifor what,Jaokey,inher old 
iall  into  a  detiriiim,  if  you  give  tone,  whining  through  her  nose, 
way  to  it,  which  will  deprive  you  was  Miss  Harlowe  to  you?  —  But 
of  that  reason  which  you  ou^htto  .^Ae  is  happy!  —  Bntohl  what  will 
make  the  best  of ,  for  the  time  it  become  of  me.)*  —  Yet  tell  me,  (for 
may  be  lent  you.  the  surgeons  have  told  go'i  the 

She  turned  her  bead  towards  tmtb  no  doubt)  tell  me,  shallldo 
mo,  and  hearing  me  speak  with  a  wellaeain?  Maylrecover?  Ifl 
determined  vuke,  and  seeing  me  """Ji  i  will  begin  a  new  course  of 
assume  as  determined  an  o(>,  be-  ''^e;  as  I  hope  to  be  saved ,  I  will, 
came  more  calm  and  attentive.  ^'i'  renounce  you  all  —  eveiy  one 
,  ,,...,.  of  jou,  (looking  round  her)  and 

1  went  on,  telling  her.that  I  was  ^^^^00  all  I  can  together,  and  live 
gla(l,fromthehint3sbehad given,  ^  yj^  „f  penitence;  and  when  I 
tofiud  bra  concerned  for  her  past  ^^  leave  it  all  to  charitable  uses 
^pent  life  mid  particularly  for  _  j  ^j,,  ^,         ,^,„i  _  j^jt 

<&e  part  she  had  had  in  the  rain  of  „f  jt  jo  charit^.  —  But  this  once, 
■"L^""!?  excellent  woman  on  i^j^  „_  1,^^  rolling  eyes,  and 
earth;  that  if  she  would  Mmpose  foy^^  h^ds{with  a  5ry-mouthod 
herself,  and  patiently  B"bmit  tol^^^^^p^^  j^^^l^i^j,^^  ^„^,^ 
theconseqnenceofanevilshehad  ^^^  feature  of  her  face  b or     " 


;ht  upon  herself,  it  might 
ily  be  bappy  for  her  yet. 
[eantime,  continued  1,  tell  me, 
temper  and  cabnoeaa,  why 
vas  so  desirous  to  see  me? 


part)  this  one  time  —  Good  God 
of  heaven  and  earth,  but  thisonce! 
this  once  I  repeating  those  words 
five  or  six  times,  spare  thy  poor 
creature,  and  every  hour  of  my 
life  shall  be  passed  in  penitence 


and  atonement;  upon  my  soul  it 


seemed  to  be  in  great  con-  . 
lUBion  of  thought,  and  turned  her  a 
head  this  way  and  that;  and  at'shall! 
last,  after  much  hesitation,  said, '     Le^s  vehenenti   a   little  less 
Alas  for  mc!  I  hardly  knowtcAudreheinent!  said  L. — ^.^ S% iiKi^'^^^ 
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ine,  who  have  fed  bo  free  a  life,  as 
you  but  too  well  knon ,  to  talk  to 
70U  in  a  reproaching  Htratn,  and 
to  set  before  you  the  iniquity  you 
have  lived  in,  and  the  many  souls 
you  have  helped  to  destroy.  But 
as  you  are  in  so  penitent  a  way,  if 
I  might  advise,  you  should  send 
for  a  good  clergyman ,  the  purity 
of  whose  life  and  manners  may 
make  all  these  things  come  from 
htm  with  a,  better  grace  than  they 

How,  Eirl  What,  sir!  interrupt- 
ing me;  send  for  a  parson!  — 
Then  you  indeed  think  I  shall 
die!  Then  you  think  there  is  no 
room  for  hope!  ^  A  parson,  sir! 

—  Whoaeiidaforaparson,  while 
there  is  auy  hope  left?  —  The 
sight  of  a  parson  would  be  death 
immediate  to  me!  —  I  cannot, 
cannot  die!  — Never  tell  me  of  it! 

—  What!  die!  —  What!  cut  off 
in  the  midst  of  my  sins ! 

And  then  she  began  again  to 


ing  to  every  trembling  devil  round 
her  (for  they  all  shook  at  my  for- 
cible application,)  and  mine  also. 
And  you  have  reason  to  be  thank- 
ful, turning  again  to  her,  that  yon 
'  perian  in  that  act  of^^in- 


diij  n 


this;  for  it  might  have  been  yoni 
neck,  asiceff  as  your  leg;  and  then 
you  tiad  not  bad  the  opportuni^ 
you  now  have  for  repentance  — 
and ,  the  Lord  have  mercy  apoti 
you!  into  what  a  state  ooightyoii 
have  awoke? 

Then  did  the  poor  wretch  set 
up  an  inarticulate  frightAdhoi^ 
such  a  one  aa  I  never  before  heuj 
uttered,  as  if  already  pangs  in^ 
femal  had  taken  hold  of  her;  wd 
seeing  every  one  balf-fHgbted, 
and  me  motioning  to  withdraw,  0 
pity  me,  pity  me,  Mr.  Belfbrd, 
cried  she,  her  words  inteirupUa 
by  groans  —  1  find  yon  think  I 
shall  die !  —  And  icAai  I  may  bt, 
and  tckere ,  in  a  very  few  baajt 
nhocanI«lI? 

I  told  her  it  was  in  vain  to&aUa 
her:  it  was  my  opinion  she  wonll 


I  was  going  to  re-advin  b 
calm  her  spirits,  and  ei 
resign  herself,  and  t 
best  of  the  opportnc 
her;  but  this  decUnttM 


I  cannot  bear,    s^d  1,    rising 

fi'Om  my  seat  with  a  stern  air,  to 

see  a  reasonable  creature  behave 

so    outrageously!   —  Will   this 

vehemence,  think  you,  mend  the 

matter?   Will  it  avail  you   any 

thing?  Will  it  not  rather  shorten 
_       thelifeyouaresodeairoustohavel  ^ 

L  lengthened,  and  deprive  you  of  She  would  have  torn 
H  theonlyopportunity  voncan  ever 'beaten  her  breast,had 
H  have tosetueyouraf^irsforbothitbe  wretches  held  h 
H  worlds?  —  Death  isbut thecom-iforce.  while  otben 
H  moQ  lot:  and  if  it  will  be  your; 'steady  as  they  con 
H  soon,  looking  at  irr.it  will  bealso!sbonid  anin  ]^(Mt 
^t  yours, andyuiirj.aDdi|rniir«,speak-'leg:  so  that,  wcugl 
^^jq^wzHA  a  raised  Toice,  «idtank-veKe»faleo(«ilne^iiddi 


CLAfilSaA  HABLOI 


3il 


Shiensj,  I  told  Sall^  Martin,  that 
lere  was  no  bearing  the  room; 
Emid  that  their  best  way  naa  to 
I  MDd  for  a  miiiiater  to  piaj  bj  her, 
nd  to  reason  with  her,  aa  BOOn  aa 
e  could  be  capable  of  it.    And 
)  I  left  them;  and  never  was  so 
BiiBibie  of  the  benefit  of  fresh  air, 
the  moment  1  entered  the 
F*treet. 

'  Nor  is  it  to  he  wondered  at, 
when  it  ia  considered,  that  to  the 
ill  amelis  that  will  he  al- 
wa;g  foimd  in  a  close  sick  bed- 
room, (for  generally,  when  the 
physician  comes,  the  air  is  shut 
out)  tJiia  of  Mrs.  Sinclau:  w 
more  particularly  offenaive^ 
the  scent  of  plastera,  salves,  and 
ointments, were  added  the  stenches 
of  spirituous  liquors,  burnt  anc 
nnbumt,  of  all  denominations 
for  one  or  other  of  the  crea 
tnres,  under  pretence  of  colics, 
gripes,  or  qualms,  were  conti- 
nually caLine;  for  supplies  of  these, 
all  the  time  1  waa  there.  And  yet 
this  is  thought  to  be  a  genteel 
bonseof  the  sort:  and  all  the  pro- 
stitutes in  it  are  prostitutes  o< 
price',  and  their  visitors  people  of 
note. 

0,  Lovelace!  what  lives  do 
most  of  us  rakes  and  libertines 
lead!  What  company  do^vekeepl 
And,  for  such  company  what  so- 
ciety renounce,  or  endeavour  to 
make  like  these! 

What  woman,  nice  in  ^ . 
son,  andof  purity  in  her  mind  and 
manners,  did  she  know  what  miry 
wallowers  the  generality  of  menof 
oar  class  are  m  themselves ,  and 
constantly  trough   and  sty  with, 


hut  would  detest  the  thoughts  of 
associating  with  such  fillhy  sen- 
aualiafs,  whose  favourite  taste  oar- 
them  to  mingle  with  the  dregs 
of  stews,  brothels,  and  common 
sewers? 

Yet  to  such  a  choice  are  many 
worthy  women  betrayed,  by  that 
false  inconsiderate  notion,  raised 
and  propagated ,  no  doubt ,  by  the 
author  of  all  delusion,  Ihal  a  re- 
formed rake  makes  Ihe  hesl  husband. 
We  rakes ,  indeed ,  are  bold 
enough  to  suppose,  that  women  in 
general  are  as  much  rakes  in  their 
hearts,  as  the  libertines,  some  of 
them,  suffer  themselves  to  he 
taken  with,  are  in  their  practice. 
A  supposition ,  therefore ,  which  it 
behoves  persons  of  true  honour  of 
that  sex  to  discountenance,  by  re- 
jecting the  address  of  every  man, 
whose  character  will  not  stand  the 
test  of  that  virtue  which  is  the 
glory  of  awoman:  and,  indeed,  I 
may  say,  of  a  man  too:  why 
should  it  not? 

How,  indeed,  can  it  be,  if  this 
point  beduly  weighed,  thata  man, 
who  thinks  alike  of  all  the  sex,  and 
knows  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  a 
wife  to  do  him  the  greatest  dis- 
honour man  can  receive,  and 
doubts  not  her  will  to  do  it,  if  dd- 
poriumty  offer ,  and  importumtyl/e 
not  wanting:  that  £tic7i  a  one,  from 
principle,  should  be  a  good  hus- 
band to  mty  woman?  And,  in- 
deed, little  do  innocents  think, 
what  a  total  revolution  of  manners, 
vhat  a  cluini/e  of  fixed  haliiti ,  nay, 
what  a  conquest  of  a  bad  nature, 
and  wliat  a  portion  of  dJWne  grace, 
is  retjuired  to  m&ke  &  mAA«.^aa^   , 
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hutliand,  B.  vtoTlh^  fnlhcr,  and  a  true 
frietuL  from  -principle;  eapecially 
when  it  isconsidered,  ttjat  it  is  not 
in  a.  man's  men  power  to  reform 
when  he  will.  JBis  (to  say  nothing 
of  my  own  experience)  thou,Love- 
Uee,  bast  found  in  the  progress  of 
thy  attempts  upon  the  divine  Mies 
Harlone.  For  whose  remorses 
could  be  deeper,  or  more  frequent, 
yet  more  transient  than  thine! 

Now,  Lovelace,  let  me  know  if 
the  word  giace  can  be  read  from 
my  pen,  without  a  aneer  from  thee 
aud  thy  associates?  1  own  that 
once  it  sounded  oddly  in  mi/ ears. 
But  I  shall  never  forget  what  a 
grave  man  once  said  on  this  very 
word  —  that  with  him  it  was  a 
tAkja'i  shihholeth*  He  had  always 
hopes  of  one  who  could  bear  tie 
mention  of  it  without  ridiculing 
it;  and  ever  gave  him  up  for  an 
abandonedman,  whomadeajest 
of  it,  or  of  him  who  used  it. 

Don't  be  disgusted,  that  I 
mingle  such  grave  reflections  as 
these  with  my  narratives.  It  be- 
comes me,  m  my  preeent  way 
of  thinking,  todoso,  whenlsee 
in  Miss  Harlowe,  how  all  human 
excellence,  and  in  poor  Belton, 
how  all  inbumanlihertiniam,  and 
am  near  seeing  in  this  abandoned 
woman,  bow  all  diabolical  pro- 
fligacy, end.    And  elad  should  I 

be,  for  your  own  sake,  "" 

splendid  family's  sake, 
the  sake  of  all  your  intimates 
and  acquaintance,  that  you  were 
labouring  under  the  same  im- 
pressions, that  BO  ure,  who  have 
been  companions  in  (and  pro- 
•  See  Judgei,  lU.  6. 


motera  of  one  another's)  wicked- 
ness, might  join  in  a  general 
■  to  the  utmost  of  — 


ame  home  reflecting  upon  all 
these  things,  more  edifying  to  me 
than  any  sermon  I  could  have 
heard  preached;  and  I  shall  con- 
clude this  lone  letter  with  oV 
serving,  that  although  I  left  the 
wretched  howler,  in  a  hisb 
pbrensy-fit,  which  was  excessively 
shocking  to  the  by-atandera;  jet 
her  pbreiiay  must  be  the  hapfuest 
lart  of  her  dreadful  coniHtian: 
or  when  she  is  herself,  as  It  t« 
called,  what  must  be  her  reflec- 
tions upon  her  past  profligate  liie, 
throughout  which  it  has  been  her 
constant  delight  and  businen, 
devil-like,  to  make  others  u 
wicked  as  herself!  What  must 
her  terrors  be  (a  hell  already 
begun  in  her  mind!)  on  looking 
forward  to  the  dreadful  state  she 
is  now  upon  the  verge  of!  —  But 
I  drop  my  trembling  pen. 

Til  have  done  witk  no  iftocWnj  B 
mibjeetalonce,  we  shaU  takeW 
lice,  thai  Mr.  Belford,  in,  a  fUtmt 
letter  writes,  that  the  tnurtroNt 
iBoman,  to  the  gurprite'  of  fc 
nperat'irs    themselves,     Cttnn^ 

and  mind)  held  out  go  long  at  W 
TImrsday,  Sept.  21.  And  ttrt 
died  iti  suclt  ai}unie»,  a»  fernj!*' 
mfu  a  Iranaiiory  petiiienee  aa  d* 
wretches  about  her.  ' 
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any  nlglil,  S 


Aocohdinq  to  my  promise,  I 
Bend  joa  an  nccoant  of  matters 
here.  Poor  Mra.  Norton  was  bo 
very  ill  upon  the  road,  that  slowly 
as  the  liearse  moved,  and  the 
chariot  followod,  I  was  afraid  we 
sboald  not  have  got  hor  to  St.  Al- 
ban'a.  We  put  up  there  as  I  had 
intended.  1  was  in  hopes  that  she 
would  have  been  better  for  the 
atop:  hut  I  was  forced  to  leave 
her  behind  me.  I  ordered  the 
servant-maid  you  were 
siderately  kind  aa  to  send  down 
with  her  to  he  very  careful  of  her ; 
and  left  the  chariot  to  attend  her. 
She  deserves  all  the  regard  that 
1  be  paid  her;   not  only 


,   but  o 


—  she  is  an  excellent 
When  we  were  within  five  miles 
of  Harlowe  Place,  I  put  on  a 
hand-gallop.  I  ordered  the  hearse 
to  proceed  more  slowly  still,  the 
cross-road  we  were  in  being  rough ; 
Bad  having  more  time  before  us 
than  I  wanted;   for  I  wished  not 


i  got  to  Harlowe  Place  about  four 
o'clock.    You  may  believe  I  found 
a  mournful  house.    You  desire 
to  be  very  minute. 

At  my  entrance  into  the  court, 
they  were  all  in  motion.  Every 
servant  whom  I  saw  bad  swelled 
eyes.'andlookodwit.hao  much  con- 
cern, that  at  first  I  apprehended 
some  now  disaster  had  nappened 
II  the  family.     Mr.  John  and  Mr. 


Antony  Hm-loive,  iinU  Mrs,  HerveyJ 
)  there.  They  all  helped  ot 
___  another's  grief,  aa  they  hai 
before  done  eadi  other's  hardne* 
of  heart. 

My  cousin  James  met  me  at  thi 
entrance  of  the  hall.  His  coud 
tenanoe  expressed  a  fised  coo 
corn ;  and  he  desired  me  to  excua 
bis  behaviour  the  last  time  I  w 
there. 

My  cousin  Arabella  came  to  i 
full  of  tears  and  grief. 

0  cousin!  said  she,  hangin 
upon  my  arm,  I  dare  not  ask  yo" 
any  (luestionsl  —  About  the  aB 
proach  of  the  hearse,    I  suppofl 

1  myself  was  fall  of  grief; 

at  di 

The  brother  sat  down 
hand   of  me,    the  sister 
other.     Both 
latter  in  tears, 

Mr.  Antony  Harlowe  came 

I  me  soon  after.   Hia  face  was  ov* 

ipread  with  all  the  appearance 

«oe.    He  requested  me  to  wS 

into  the  parlour;    where,  as  ■ 

id,  were  ail  his  fellow  mouraa 

I  attended  him  in.     My  coual 

James  and  Arabella  followed  m 

A  perfect  concert  of  grief,  B 

may  say,  broke  out  the  moial 

I  entered  the  parlour. 

My  cousin  Harlowe,   the  Si 


creature's  father, 
saw  me,  said,  0  cousin,  eoni 
of  all  our  family,  you  are  the  o( 
one  who  have  uotning  to  reproi 
j  yourself  with!  —  Vote  area.  ha| 
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The  poor  niotber,  bowing  lier 
bead  to  me  in  apeecblese  grief, 
sftt  witb  ber  bandkercbief  hf  Id  to 
her  eyes,  with  one  band.  The 
other  hand  whh  held  by  her  sister 
Hervey,  between  both  hers;  Mi 
Hervey  weeping  upon  it. 

Near  the  window  aat  Mr.  John 
H&rlowe,  his  face  and  his  body 
turned  from  the  sorrowing  com 
,  his  eyes  red  and  swelled. 
)uain  Antony,  at  his  re 
the  parlour,  went  to 
wards  Hrs.  Harlowe  —  Don't  - 
dearsister!  anid  he.  —  Then  to 
wards  my  couain  Harlowe  —  Don' 
—  dear  brother!  —  Don't  thus 
give  way  —  and  without  being 
ableloaay  another  word,  went  ■- 
a  corner  of  the  parlour,  and  wai 
ine  bimaelf  the  comfort  he  would 
fain  have  given,  sunk  iuto  a  thair, 
and  audibly  sobbed. 

Miaa  Arabella  followed  her 
uncle  Antony,  as  he  walked  in 
before  me,  and  seemed  as  if  she 
would  have  spoken  to  the  pierced 
mother  some  words  of  comfort. 
But  she  was  unable  to  utter  them, 
and  got  behind  her  mother'scbair; 
and  inclining  her  face  over  it, 
on  the  unhappy  lady's  shoulder, 
seemed  to  claim  the  consolation 
that  indulgent  parent  used,  but 
then  was  unable ,  to  afford  her. 

Young  Mr.  Harlowe,  witb  all 
his  vehemence  of  spirit,  was  now 
subdued.  His  self-reproaching 
doubt,  was  the 


cause  of  it 

And  what,  sir,  must  their 
thoughts  be,  which,  at  that  mo- 
ment, in  a  manner  deprived  thotu 
of  all  motion,    and  turned  their 


speech  into  sighs  and  groans!  — 
How  to  be  pitied,  how  greatly  to 
he  pitied,  all  of  them!  But  ho* 
much  to  be  cursed  that  abhorred 
Lovelace,  who  a.i  it  seems,  b^  art« 
uncommon,  and  a  villainy  without' 
example,  has  been  the  sole  authot 
of  a  woe  so  complicated  and  ex- 
tensive! —  Godjudgeme,  as  — 
but  1  stop  — the  rnan  (the  man  cai 
I  say?)  IB  your  friend!  —  Ha  af 
ready  suffers ,  you  tell  me,  in  hi 

tellect  —  restore  bim,  Heaven 

that — if  I  find  the  matter  com 
out,aBloppreA«idit  will — indeed 

I ,^  jjjdt  (jf  jjjg  naage  of  h^jc 

her  will,  is  enough  —  nor 
think,  my  beloved  cousin,  thow 
darling  of  my  heart!  that  tbj 
gentle  spirit,  breathing  chari^ 
and  forgiveness  to  the  vilest  of 
shall  avail  him !  —  But  ow* 
[  stop  —  forgive  me,  eir! — . 
Who  could  behold  such  a  ecenei 
who  could  recollect  it  ia  ordertft 
describe  it,  (as  minutely  as  ytn 
wished  me  to  relate  how  this  uo-i 
happy  family  were  affected  off 
this  sad  occasion)  everyone  of  ths 
nearly  related  to  bim- 
self,  and  not  be  exasperated 
against  the  author  of  all? 

As    I    waa    the    only    jersoa 

(grieved  as  I  was  myself  i  from 

om  any  of  them,   at  that  in- 

.nt,  could  derive  comfort;  Let 
not,  said  I,  my  dear  coaun^ 
approaching  the  inconsolable  mo- 
ther, give  way  to  a  grief,  whiehf 
however  just,  can  now  arail  vg 
nothing.  We  hurt  ourselves,  and 
cannot  reoal  the  dear  creature  for 
whom  we  mourn.  Nor  would  yoA 
wish  it,  if  you  knew  with  wba| 


f 


asaurances  of  eternal  happinees 
ahe  left  t!ie  world  —  alie  is  happy, 
madam  ^-  Depend  upon  it,  eae 
ie  happy!  Aod  comfort  your- 
selves with  that  aasurance ! 

0  cousin,  cousin!  cried  thenn- 
happy  mother,  withdrawing  her 
hand  from  that  of  her  eiater  Her- 
vey,  and  pressing  mine  with  it, 
you  know  not  what  a  child  I  have 
lost!  —  Then,  in  a  lower  voice, 
and  kow  lost!  —  That  it  is  that 
makes  the  loss  insupportable. 

They  all  joined  m  a  kind  of 
melancholy  chorus,  and  each  ac- 
cused him  and  heritelf,  and  some 
of  them  one  another.  But  the  eyes 
ofall,  in  turn,  were  cast  upon  my 
cousin  James,  as  the  person  who 
had  kept  up  the  general  resent- 
ment against  so  sweet  a  creature- 
While  he  waa  hardly  able  1o  bear 
his  own  remorse:  nor  Miss  Har- 
lowe  hersi  she  breaking  out  into 
words.  How  tauntingly  did  I  write 
to  her!  How  barbarously  did  I  in- 
sult herl  Yet  how  patiently  did 
■be  take  it!  —  Who  would  have 


but  for  yii}i!  —  but  for  gou! 
Double  uot  upon  me,  said  he,  my 
own  woes!  I  have  every  thing  be- 
fore me  tfaatbas  passed!  I  thought 
only  to  reclaim  a  dear  crea' — 
that  bad  erred!  I  intended  n< 
break  her  tender  heart!  But  it 
was  the  villainous  Lovelace  who 
did  that  —  not  any  of  iis!  Yet, 
cousin,  did  she  not  attribute  all 
tome?—  I  fear  she  did!  —  Tell 
me  only,  did  she  name  me,  did  she 
gpealc  of  me,  in  her  last  hours?  I 
—.iope  she,  who  could  forgive  the 
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greatest  villain  on  earth,  and 
plead  that  he  may  be  safe  from 
our  vengeance,  I  hupe  she  could 
forgive  ijie. 

She  died  blessing  you  all;  and 
justified  rather  than  condemned 
your  severily  to  her. 

Then  they  set  up  another  gene- 
ral lamentation.  We  see,  said  her 
fRther,cnough  we  sec  in  her  heart- 
piercing  letters  touB,  what  a  happy 
frame  she  was  in  a  few  days  be- 
fore her  death —  but  did  it  hold  to 
the  last?  Had  she  no  repinings? 
Had  the  dear  child  no  heart- 
burnings? 

None  at  all !  —  I  never  saw,  and 
never  shall  see,  so  blessed  a  de- 
parture: aud  no  wonder;  for  I 
never  beard  of  such  a.  preparation. 
Every  hour,  for  weeks  together, 
was  taken  up  in  it.  Let  this  be 
our  comfort;  we  need  only  to  wish 
for  BO  happy  an  end  for  ourselves, 
and  for  those  who  are  nearest  to 
our  hearts,  Wemay  any  of  usbe 
grieved  for  acts  of  unkindness  to 
her:  hut  had  all  happened  that 
once  she  wished  for,  soe  conid  not 
have  made  a  happier,  perhaps  not 
ao  happy  an  end. 

Dear  soul!  and  dear  sweetEoull 
the  father,  uncles,  sister,  my  cousia 
Hervey,  cried  out  all  at  once,  in 
accents  of  anguish  ineipressibly 
affecting. 

We  must  for  ever  be  disturbed 
for  those  acts  of  unkindneas  to  ao 
sweet  a  child,  cried  the  unhappy 
mother,  —  Indeed !  indeed!  [aottly 
to  her  sister  Hervey]  I  have  been 
too  passive,  much  too  passive,  in 
this  case !  —  The  temporary  quiet 
I  have  been  bo  studious  all  mj  li£% 
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to  preserve,  has  cost  me  everlast- 
ingdisquiet!  —  There  she  stopt. 

Bear  sister!  —  was  all  Mrs. 
Hervey  could  say. 

I  have  done  but  half  my  duty  to 
the  dearest  and  most  meritorious 
of  children,  resumed  the  sorrowing 
mother!  —  Nay,  not  half!  —  flow 
have  we  hardened  our  hearts 
against  her!  —  Again  her  tears 
denied  passage  to  her  words. 

My  dearest,  dearest  sister !  again 
was  all  Mrs.  Uervey  could  say. 

Would  to  Heaven ,  proceeded, 
exclaiming,  the  poor  mother,  I  had 
but  once  seen  her!  Then,  turning 
to  my  cousin  James,  and  his  sister 

—  0  my  son!  0  my  Arabella!  If 
WE  were  to  receive  as  little  mercy 

—  and  there  again  she  stopt,  her 
tears  interrupting  her  further 
speech  J  every  one,  all  the  time, 
remaimng  silent;  their  counten- 
ances shewing  a  grief  in  their 
hearts  too  big  for  expression. 

Now  you  see,  Mr.JBelford,  that 
my  dearest  cousin  could  be  allowed 
all  her  merit!  —  What  a  dreadful 
thing  is  after-reflection  upon  a  con- 
duct so  perverse  and  unnatural, 

0  this  cursed  friend  of  yours, 
Mr.  Belfprd !  This  detested  Love- 
lace!—  To  him,  to  him  is  owing — 
pardon  me ,  sir.  I  will  lay  down 
my  pen  till  I  have  recovered  my 
temper. 

One  in  the  morning. 

In  vain,  sir,  have  I  endeavoured 
to  compose  myself  to  rest.  You 
wished  me  to  be  very  particular, 
and  I  cannot  help  it.  This  melan- 
choly subject  fills  my  whole  mind. 
I  will  proceed ,  though  it  be  mid- 
"light 


About  six  o'clock  the  hearse 
came  to  the  outward  gate  —  the 
parish-church  is  at  some  distance; 
but  the  wind  setting  fair,  tiie 
afflicted  family  were  struck.  Just 
before  it  came,  into  a  fresh  ntof 
grief,  on  hearing  the  funeral  bell 
tolled  in  a  very  solemn  manner. 
A  respect,  as  it  proved,  and  as  they 
all  guessed,  paid  to  the  memory  of 
the  dear  deceased,  out  of  officious 
love,  as  the  hearse  passed  near  the 
church. 

Jud^e ,  when  their  ^ief  was  so 
great  m  expectation  of  it ,  what  it 
must  be  when  it  arrived. 

A  servant  came  in  to  acquaint 
us  with  what  its  lumbering  heavy 
noise  up  the  paved  inner  court- 
yard apprised  us  of  before.  He 
spoke  not.  He  could  not  speak. 
He  looked,  bowed  and  withdrew. 

I  stept  out.  No  one  else  could 
then  stir.  Her  brother,  however, 
soon  followed  me.  When  I  came 
to  the  door,  I  beheld  a  sight  very 
affecting. 

You  have  heard,  sir,  how  uni- 
versally my  dear  cousin  was  be- 
loved. By  the  poor  and  middling 
sort  especially,  no  young  lady  was 
ever  so  much  beloved.  And  with 
reason:  she  was  the  common 
patroness  of  all  the  honest  poor  in 
her  neighbourhood. 

It  is  natural  for  us,  in  every  deep 
and  sincere  grief,  to  interest  all 
we  know  in  what  is  so  concerning 
to  ourselves.  The  servants  of  the 
family,  it  seems,  had  told  their 
friends,  and  those  theirs,  that 
though,  living,  their  dear  young 
lady  could  not  be  received  nor 
looKed  upon,  her  body  was  per- 


Mitted  to  be  brought  home.    The 

S ace  of  time  was  ao  confined,  that 
jBe  who  knew  when  she  died, 
toiiat  easily  guess  near  the  time  the 
i&earBG  was  to  come.    A  hearse, 

i through  country  villages, 
om  London,  however 
rfenderly  attended,  {for  the  cha- 
'fiot,  BBlhave  said,  waited  upon 
■  Mrs.  Norton)  takes  every 
tine's  attention.  Nor  was  it  hard 
to  guess  whose  /^w  must  be,  though 
not  adorned  by  escutcheons,  when 
ross  roads  to  Harlowe  Place 
■tiere  taken,  as  soon  as  it  came 
within  six  miles  of  it:  so  that  the 
Learse,  and  the  solemn  tolling  of 
flie  bell,  had  drawn  together  at 
least  fiftyoftheneighbouringmen, 
^meu,  and  children,  and  some  of 
d  appearance.  Not  a  soul  of 
Soem,  it  seems,  with  a  dry  eye,  and 
sach  lamenting  the  death  of  this 
Wmired  lady,  «*j,  oslamtold, 
lecer  >tirre<l  out  hit  someboihj  was 
ie  better  for  her. 
^  These, whenthecoffinwastaken 
ont  of  the  hearse,  crowding  about 
t,  hindered  for  a  few  moments  its 
Ming  carriedin;  theyouugpeople 
'Btruggling  who  should  hear  it ;  and 
jret,  with  respectful  tc/iisperrajs, 
Hftther  than  clamorous  rvnlen 
L  mark  of  veneration  I  had  n 
lefore  seen  paid ,  upon  any  c 
ion,  in  all  my  travels,  from  the 
IBderbred  many,from  whom  noise 
!l  generally  inaepiuableinall  their 
mutations. 

At  last  six  maidens  were  ] 
jutted  to  carry  it  in  by  the 
vandles. 

Thecorpse  was  thus  borne,  with 
"  e  most  solemn  leapect.  into  the 
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hall,  and  placed  for  the  present  . 
upon  two  stools  there,  TheplateB, 
and  emblems,  and  inscription,  set 
every  one  gazing  upon  it,  and 
admiring  it.  The  more,  when  they 
were  told  that  all  was  of  her  own 
ordering.  They  wished  to  be  per- 
mitted a  sight  of  the  corpse;  but 
rather  mentioned  this  as  tneirwii/i 
than  as  their  hope.  When  they 
had  all  satisfied  their  curiosity, 
and  remarked  upon  the  emblems, 
they  dispersedwithbleBsingsupon 
her  memory,  and  with  tears  and 
lamentations;  pronouncing  her  to 
be  happy;  and  inferring,  were 
tr^enotso,  what  would  become  of 
them?  While  others  ran  overwith 
repetitions  of  the  good  she  de- 
lighted to  do,  Nor  were  there 
wanting  those  among  them,  who 
heaped  curses  upon  the  man  who 
was  the  author  of  her  fall. 

The  servants  of  the  family  then 
got  about  the  coffin.  They  could 
not  before:  and  that  afforded  a 
of  sorrow:  but  a  silent 


one;  for  they  spoke  only  by  their 
eves,  and  by  sighs,  looking  upon 
the  lid,  and  upon  one  another,  by 
turns,  with  hands  lifted  up.  The 
presence  of  their  young  master 
possibly  might  awe  them,  and 
cause  their  grief  to  be  expressed 
only  in  dumb  show. 

As  for  Mr.  JftmesHarlowo,  (who 
accompanied  me,  but  withdrew 
when  he  saw  the  crowd]  he  stood 
looking  upon  the  lid,  when  tho 
people  had  left  it,  with  a  fixed 
attention;  yet,  X  daresay,  knew 
not  a  symbol  or  letter  upon  it  at 
that  moment,  had  the  question 
been  asked  him.    In.  u.^x:cAmxSL. 
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leverie  be  stood,  bUarmE  folded, 
his  head  on  one  aide,  and  marks  of 
stupefaction  imprinted  up  on  every 
feature. 

But  when  the  corpsewaacarried 
into  the  lesser  parlour  adjoining  to 
itie  hall,  which  she  used  to  caJl  her 
parlour,  and  put  upon  a  table  in 
ti)e  middle  of  the  room,  and  the 
father  and  mother,the  two  uncles, 
her  aunt  Hervej,  and  her  sister, 
came  in,  joining  her  brother  aud 
me,with  trembling  feet,  and  eager 
Toe,  the  scene  was  still  more 
iffectiDg.  Their  aorrow  was 
heightened,  no  doubt,  bf  the  re- 
membrance of  their  unforgiving 
■everlty:  and  now  seeing  before 
them  the  receptacle  that  contained 
the  gVoTj  ot  their  family,  who  so 
late^  was  driven  thence  by  their 
indiscreet  violence;  never,  never 
■nore  to  be  reatoted  to  theml  no 
wonder  that  their  grief  was  more 
■""  an  common  grief. 

They  would  have  withheld  the 
jnother,  it  seems,  from  coming  in; 
but  when  they  could  not,  though 
■undetermined  before,  they  all  bore 
her  company,  led  on  by  an  impulse 
liiey  could  not  resiat.  The  poor 
lady  but  just  cast  her  <~ 
the  coffin,  and  then  sn 
ftway,  retiring  with  passionate 
grief  towards  the  window;  yet 
addressing  herself,  with  clasped 
ban  da,  aa  if  to  her  beloved 
daughter;  0  my  child,  my  child  1 
cried  she;  thou  pride  of  my  hope  1 
Why  wasi  not  permitted  to  speak 
pardon  and  peace  to  thee!  —  0 
forgive  thy  cruel  mother! 

Her  Bon  (his  heart  then  softened, 
as  his  eyes  shewed)  besought  her 


to  withdraw;  and  her  woman 
looking  in  at  that  moment,  be 
called  her  to  assist  him  in  coa- 
ducting  her  lady  into  the  middle 
parlour:  and  then  returning,  met 
his  father  going  out  at  the  door, 
who  also  had  but  just  cast  his  ej4 
on  the  cofHn,  and  yielded  to  my 
entreaties  to  withdraw.  His  grief 
was  too  deep  for  utterance,  till  be 
saw  his  son  coming  In;  and  then, 
fetching  a  heavy  groan,  Never, 
said  he,  was  sorrow  like  my  sorrow! 
—  Oson!  aonl — in  a  reproacliiDg 
accent,  his  face  turned  from  tijm. 

I  attended  him  through  the 
middle  parlour,  endeavoiiring  to 
console  him.  His  lady  wae  theR 
Jes.    She  took  his  eye.    B» 

motion  towards  her;  Omy 

dear,  said  he  —  but  turning-  ehort, 
bis  eyes  as  full  as  his  heart,  he 
hastened  through  to  thegreat  par- 
lour: and  when  there,  he  desired 
me  to  leave  him  to  himself. 

The  uncles  andthe  sister,  looked 
sndtumed  away,  very  often,  upon 
the  emblems,  in  silent  aorrow. 
Mrs.  Hervey  would  liave  read  to 
them  the  inscription — these  wonia 
she  did  read ,  here  the  leicked  cetue 
from  troubling ^but  could  read  no 
farther.  Her  teara  fell  in  large 
drops  upon  the  plate  she  was  con- 
templating; and  yet  she  was  de- 
sirous of  gratifying  a  curiosity  that 
mingled  impatience  with  her  grief 
because  she  could  nor  gratify  it, 
although  she  often  wiped  her  eyes 
as  they  flowed. 

Judge  you,  Mr.  Belf ord  (for  you 
have  great  humanity)  how  i  must 
be  a^cted.  Yet  was  I  forced  to 
try  to  comfort  them  all. 


But  here  I  will  cloEe  this  letter, 
in  order  to  send  it  to  yon  in  the 
Tnoming  early.  Nevertheless,  I 
will  begin  another,  upon  suppoei- 
tion  that  mj  doleful  prolixity  will 
uot  be  disagreeable  to  you.  lu- 
deed  I  am  altogether  indisposed 
for  rest,  as  I  mentioned  before.  So 
can  do  nothing  but  write.  I  have 
also  more  melancholy  scenes  to 
paint.  Mypen,  if  I  may  bo  say,  is 
untired.  These  scenes  are  &esh 
upon  my  memory:  and  I  myself, 
perhaps,  may  owe  to  you  the 
favour  of  a  review  of  them ,  with 
such  other  papers  as  you  shall 
think  proper  t^  oblige  me  with, 
toften  heacy  grief  has  gieen  wai/  lu 
milder  melancholy. 

My  servant,  m  his  way  to  you 
with  this  letter,  shalL  call  at  St. 
Alban'a  upon  the  good  woman, 
that  he  may  inform  you  how  she 
does.  Miss  Arabella  asked  m« 
after  her,  when  I  withdrew  to  my 
chamber;  to  which  she  complai- 
santly  accompanied  me.  She  was 
much  coacerued  at  the  bad  way 
we  left  her  in  \  and  said  her  mother ' 
would  be  more  so.  i 

No  wonder  that  the  dear  de- 1 
parted,  who  foresaw  the  remorse 
thatwould  failto  the  lot  of  this  un- 
happy family  when  they  came  to 
have  the  news  of  her  death  cod- 
frmed  to  them,  was  so  grieved  for 
their  apprehended  grief,  and  en- 
^eavovred  to  comfort  ihem  by  lier 
posthumous  letters.  But  it  was  still 
a  greater  generosity  in  her  to  trr 
to  excuse  tiiem  t«  me,  as  she  dia, 
when  we  were  alone  together,  a 
few  hours  before  she  died;  and  to, 
aggravate  more  than  fas  far  as  I 
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can  find)  she  ought  to  have  done, 
the  only  error  she  was  ever  guilty 
of.      The   more    freely   however 

ferhapa  (exalted  creature  !)  that 
mieht  think  the  better  of  her 
li-ienas,  although  at  her  own  ex- 
pense.    1  am,  dear  sir , 

Your  faithful  and  obedient 
servant, 

Wm.  Moedes. 


Wqbm  the  unhappy  mourners 
wore  all  retired,  I  directed  the  lid 
of  the  coffin  to  he  unscrewed,  and 
caused  some  fresh  aromatics  and 
flowers  to  be  put  into  it. 

The  corpse  was  very  little  al- 
tered, notwithstanding  the  jour- 
ney.    The  sweet  smile  remained. 

The  maids  who  brought  the 
flowers  were  ambitious  of  strew- 
ing them  aboutit:  they  poured 
forth  fresh  lamentations  over  her; 
each  wishing  she  had  been  so 
happy  as  to  hare  been  allowed  to 
attend  her  in  London.  One  of 
them  particularly,  who  is,  it 
seems,  my  cousin  Arabella's  per- 
sonal servant,  was  more  clamorous 
in  her  grief  than  any  of  the  rest ; 
and  the  moment  she  turned  her 
back,  all  the  others  allowed  she 
had  reason  for  it.  I  inquired  af- 
terwards about  her ,  and  found 
that  this  creature  was  set  over  my 
dear  cousin,  when  she  was  con- 
fined to  her  chamber  by  indiscreet 
severity. 

Good  Heaven !  that  they  should, 
treat,  and  Buffiii'c't\i'aa\a\i'i\.'W.^~^ 
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a  young  lady,  who  was  qualified 
to  give  TawB  to  all  her  family  1 

When  my  cousiu*  were  told, 
that  the  lid  was  unscrewed,  they 
preased  in  again,  all  but  the 
mouToful  father  and  mother,  as  if 
by  consent.  Mrs.  Hervey  kissed 
her  pale  lips.  Flower  of  the  world! 
was  all  she  could  say;  and  gave 
place  to  Mias  Arabella;  who  kiss- 
ing the  forehead  of  lia-  whom  she 
had  so  cruelly  treated  could  only 
say,  to  my  cousin  James  (looking 
upon  the  corpse,  and  upon  him) 
O,  brother!  —  While  he^  taking 
the  fair  lifeless  hand,  kissed  it, 
and  retreated  with  precipitation. 

Her  two  uncles  were  speechleos. 
They  seemed  to  wait  each  other's 
example,  whether  to  look  upon 
the  corpse  or  not  I  ordered  the 
lid  to  be  replaced ;  and  they  then 
preased   forward,    as  the  othei 


;ain  did,  to  take  a  last  farewell  fithi 


of  the  casket  which  so  lately 
tainedsorich  ajewel. 

Then  it  was  that  the  grief  of 
each  found  fluent  expression ;  and 
the  fair  corpse  was  addressed  to, 
with  all  the  tenderness  that  the 
•incerest  love  and  warmest  ad- 
liration  could  inspire,  each  ac- 
rding  to  their  different  degrees 


betokened  lier  being  so!  Tlietn- 
nehes  tnoat  unhappy !— And  then, 
once  more,  the  brother  took  the 
lifeless  band,  and  vowed  revengd 
upon  it,  on  the  cursed  author  of 
all  this  distress. 

The  unhappy  parents  proposed 
to  take  one  last  view  and  farewell 
of  their  once  darling  daughter. 
The  father  was  ^ot  to  the  parlour 
door,  after  the  inconsolable  mo- 
ther: but  neither  of  them  were 
able  to  enter  it.  Tbemother  said, 
she  must  once  more  see  the  child 
of  her  heart,  or  she  should  never 
enjoy  herself.  But  they  both 
agreed  to  refer  their  metanebobr 
curioeity  till  the  next  day;  ud 
hand  in  handretired  inconsolable, 
and  speechless  both,  their  facea 
overspread  with  woe,  and  turned 
irom  each  other,  as  unable  eaeli 
to    behold    the    distress   of  the 


When  all  were  withdrawn,  1  re- 
tired, and  seat  for  mv  cousin 
James,  and  acquainted  him  with 
his  sister's  request  in  relation  to 
the  discourse  to  be  pronounced  &t 
her  interment;  lelhng  liim  how 
necessary  it  was,  that  tue  miniator, 
whoever  he  were  should  have  (he 

.  „  earliest  notice  given  him  tbattiie 

of  relationship,  asif  none  of  them  case  would  admit,  ile  lamented 
had  before  looked  upon  her.  She'the  death  of  the  reverend  Dt. 
was  their  Tcry  niece,  both  uncles  iLewen,  who,  as  he  said,  was  & 
Haid!  Theinjuredsaint.heruncleigreat  admirer  of  hissiater,  asshe 
Harlowe!  Thesameemilingsister,  wasof  him,  and  would  havebeeo 
Arabella  1  ^  The  dear  creature,  the  fittest  of  all  men  for  that 
alloftbem!  ^~  The  same  benig-  office.  He  spoke  with  great  aspe- 
liity  of  countenance!  The  aame|rity  of  Mr.. Brand,  upon  wJiosG 
aweet  composure!  The  same  na- 1  light  inquiry  after  bis  sister's 
tural  dignity!  —  Sht  was  ques-  character  in  town,  hewaawillinf 
'■■  Mppyi  Thatswcct smilelto  lay  aame  t^tlte  "■' ^"~  '* 


bimseif.  Mr.  Melville,  Dr.  Lewen's 
l-.^flnBtaDt,  muat,  he  said,  be  the 
Vitaaii,  ajid  he  iiraised  him  for  hia 
Virilities,  his  elocutioii,  anduiiei- 
laKeptiuDublo  miLiiiiGrs;  and  pro- 
T  .IDised  to  engage  him  earl;  in  the 
[  morning. 

He  called  out  liia  Bister,  and  she 
was  of  his  opiition.  So  1  left  this 
upon  them. 

They  both,  with  no  little 
warmth,  hinted  their  disapproba- 
tion of  yon,  sir,  for  their  aister's 
eieeutor,  on  thescoreof  jonrin- 
iiniBte  friendship  with  the  author 
ftf  her  ruin. 

You  must  not  resent  .iny  thing  1 
'ehall  communicate  to  you  of  what 
they  say  on  this  occasion:  de- 
^iciidiiig  that  you  will  not,  I 
Bhnll  write  with  the  greater  free- 

I  told  them  how  much  my  dear 
cousin  was  obliged  to  your  friend- 

;thip  and  humauity:  tlie  injunc- 
tiuns  she  laid  you  under,  and  your 
own  inclination  to  observe  tnem. 
J  said,  that  you  were  a  man  of 
fionour:  that  you  were  desirous  of 
consulting  me,boeauao  you  would 

,  not  willingly  give  oflcnce  to  any 
of  them ;  and  that  I  was  very  fond 
of  cultivating  your  favour  and 
(EOrrespond  enee . 

1  They  said,  there  was  no  need  of 
•u  executor  out  of  their  family^ 

'and  they  hoped  that  you  would 

iVelinqni^  so  uiineressafi/  a  trust, 
<sa  they  called  it.  My  cousin  James 
declared,  that  he  would  write  to 
soon  as  the  funeral  was 
0  desire  that  you  would  do 
',  upon  proper  assurances  that 


Itben  shewed  them  their  sister's 
posthumous  letter  to  you;  in 
which  she  confesses  her  obliga- 
tions to  yon,  and  regard  for  you, 
and  for  vour  futm'e  welfare,  * 
You  may  Believe,  air,  tlioy  were 
extremely  affected  with  the  per- 
usal of  it. 

They  were  surjirised,  that  I  bad 
given  up  to  you  the  produce  of 
her  grandfather's  estate,  since  his 
deatu.  I  told  them  plainly,  that 
they  must  thank  thcmselveB  if 
any  thing  disagreeable  to  them 
occurred  fi'om  their  sister's  de- 
vise; deserted,  and  thrown  uit« 
the  bands  of  strangers,  as  she  had 

They  replied,  they  would  re- 
port all  1  had  said  to  their  father 
aud  mother;  addiug,  that  great 
as  their  trouble  was,  they  uund 
they  had  more  still  to  come.  But 
if  Mr.  Belford  were  to  be  the  execn- 
tor  of  her  will,  contrary  to  their 
hopes,  thoy  besought  me  to  take 
the  trouble  of  transacting  every 
thing  with  you;  that  a  friend  of 
the  man  to  whom  they  owed  all 
their  calamity  might  not  appear 
to  them. 

They  were  extremely  moved  at 
the  text  their  sister  had  chosen  for 
the  subject  of  the  funeral  dia- 
course.**  I  had  extracted  from 
the  will  that  article,  supposing  it 
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probable,  that  I  might  not  so  aooii 
have  an  opportunity  to  shew  them 
the  will  itself,  as  would  otherwiae 
have  been  necesBary,  on  account 
of  the  interment;  which  cannot  be 
delayed. 

Toe  unhappy  family  are  pre- 
paring for  a  mournful  meeting  at 
breakfast.  Mr.  Jamea  Harlowe, 
who  has  had  as  little  rest  as  I,  haa 
written  to  Mr,  MelviDe,  who  has 
promised  to  draw  up  a  brief  eulo- 
giun  on  the  deceased.  MisaHowc 
IB  expected  here  by-and-by,  to 
see,  for  the  last  time,  her  beloved 
friend. 

MiBH  Howe,  by  her  messenger, 
desires  she  msy  not  be  taken  any 
notice  of.  Shs  shall  not  tarry  six 
minutea,  was  the  word.  Her  desire 
will  be  easily  granted  her. 

Her  servant,  who  brought  the 
request,  if  it  were  denied,  was  to 
return,  and  meet  her;  for  she  was 
ready  to  set  out  in  her  chariot, 
when  he  got  on  horseback. 
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fuaal,  he  was  to  stay  here  till  she 


Your  faithful  humble 

M  MOBDEM. 


about  half  an  hour  after 
Slowly  did  the  mournful  cor  ^ 
meet.  Each  lifelessly  and  spiriOl 
leaa  took  our  places,  with  swolgl 
eyea,  inquiring,  without  eipectbOT 
any  tolerable  account,  how  e 
had  rested. 

The  sorrowing  mother  gav 
answer,  that  she  should  i 
more  know  what  rest  wa 

By  the  tiuiewewerewi 
tlie  bell  ringing,  the  outward  g**^— 
opening,  a  chariot  rattling  OTsra 
(be  pavement  of  the  court  yardf ' 
put  tliem  into  emotion. 

I  left  them:  and  was  just  time 
enough  to  give  MIbb  Howe    my 
hand  as  she  alighted :  her  maid  in  I 
tears  remaining  in  the  chariot. 

I  think  you  told  me,  sir,  yoV 
never  saw  Miss  Howe.  She  u  * 
fine  graceful  young  lady.  A  fixed 
melancholy  on  her  whole  aspecti 
overclouded  a  vivacity  and  fire, 
which,  nevertheless,  darted  now- 
and  -  then  through  the  awtU 
^loom.  I  shall  ever  respect  hn 
tor  her  love  to  my  dear  couun. 

Never  did  1  tlunk,  said  ebe,  ■ 
she  gave  me  her  hand,  to  ent' 
more  these  doors:  but,  living  OK 
dead,  my  Clarissa  brings  me  tuter 
her  any -whither. 

She  entered  with  me  the  littltt 
parlour;  and  seeing  the  ooffin^ 
withdrew  her  hand  from  mine| 
and  with  impatience  pushed  asidfl 
the  lid.  As  impatiently  she  t» 
moved  the  face-olotb.  In  a  wild 
air,  she  clasped  her  uplifted  hand! 
together;  and  now  looked  npoq 
i~'tbe  corpse,  now  up  to  heaven,  att 
if  appealing  to  that.  Her  bosen 
■■ ■"  '"i  fluttered  diacemibll 
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throngh  ber  handkerchief,  and  at  j 
last  she  broke  silence;  —  Uair!  — ! 
See  you  not  here!  —  Bee  you  not] 
here  —  the  glory  of  her  sex?  ■ — I 
Thus  by  tbe  moat  villainous  of 
yours  —  (Aus^laid  low? 

O  my  blesaed  friend!   —  i 
she  —  my  sweet  companioni 
my  lovely  monitreaa!  —  kissing 
her  lips  at  eveiy  tender  appella- 
tion.   And  is  this  all !  —  Is  it  all, 
of  my  CtAnrsBi's  story ! 

Then,  after  a  short  pause,  and 
a  profound  Bigh,she  turned  to  me, 
and  then  to  her  breathless  friend. 
But  M  she,  can  she  be  really  dead ! 

—  0  no!  —  She  only  sleeps.  — 
Awake,  my  beloved  friend!  My 
sweetclay-cold  friend, awake!  1*1 
thy  Anna  Howe  revive  thee;  by 
her  warm  breath  revive  thee,  my 
dear  creature!  And,  kissiug  her 
again,  let  my  warm  lips 
thy  cold  ones ! 

Then,  sighing  again, 
thebottomof  ber  heart,  and  with 
an  air  as  if  disappointed  that  she 
answered  not.  And  can  such  pc 
fection  end  thus  I  —  And  art  tni 
really  and  indeed  flown  from  thine 
Anna  Hone!  —  0  my  unkind 
Clarissa! 

She  was  silent  a  few  mome 
ftnd  then ,  seeming  to  recover 
■elf,  she  turned  to  me  —  Forgive, 
forgive,  Mr.  Morden,  this  wild 

fhrensyl  —  I  am  not  myself!  — 
never  shall  be!  —  You  knew  not 
the  excellence,  no,  not  An//' the 
excellence,  that  is  thus  laid  low  I 

—  Kcpeating,  this  cannot,  surely, 
be  all  of  my  CLARiBsA'a  story ! 

Again  pausing.  One  tear,  my 
beloved  friend,  ilidat  thou  allow 

aariasB.  IV. 


me!  —  But  this  (itimi  sorrow!  — 
0  for  a  tear  to  ease  my  full-awoln 
heart,  that  is  just  bursting!  — 

But  why,  sir,  why,  Mr. Morden, 
was  she  seat/iilhcri  Why  not  to 
me?  —  She  has  no  father,  no  mo- 
ther, no  relations;  no,  not  title/  — 
They  had  all  renounced  her.  1 
was  her  sympathizing  friend  — 
and  had  not  1  the  best  rieht  to  my  ~j 
dear  creature's  remains?  —  And 
must  names,  without  nature,  bo 
preferred  to  such  a  love  as  mine  ? 

Again  she  kissed  her  lips,  each 
eheek,  her  forehead ;  ~  and  sighed 
as  if  her  heart  would  break  — 

But  why,  why ,  said  she,  was  I 
with-held  from  seeing  my  dearest 
dear  friend,  beforeshe  commenced 
an^l?  —  Delaying  still,  andiou 
fomly  jiemuaded  to  delay,  the 
friendly  visit  that  my  heart  panted 
after;  what  pain  wiU  this  reliec-' 
tion  give  me!  —  O  my  blessed 
friend!  Who  knows,  who  knows, 
had  I  come  in  time,  what  my 
cordial  comforting  might  have 
done  for  thee!  ^  But —  looking 
round  her,  as  if  she  apprehended 
:  seeing  one  of  the  famfly  —  One 
moresiss,  my  angel,  my  friend, 
my  ever  to  be  regretted,  lost  com- 

t anion!  And  let  me  fly  this  hated 
ouse,  which  I  never  loved  but  for 


happy,  1  doubt  not,  as  thou  as- 
auredat  me  in  thy  last  letter!  — 
0  may  we  meet,  and  rejoice  toge- 
ther, wherenovillainons/.oiY'/Qffls, 
no  hard-hearted  reio/Hins,  will  ever 
shock  our  innocence,  or  ruffle  our 
felicit]^! 
Again  sVvb  fraA  b-AkoX  .,  ik 
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go,  though  seeming  to  intend  it; 
BtniggliDg,  B.B  it  were,  with  her 
grief,  and  beaviug  irith  unguis 
at  last  happilj,  a.  flood  oftet 

Siished  from  her  eves  —  Now! 
OH—  Bttid  she,  Kball  1  —  shall 
I  —  be  easier.  But  for  this  kindly 
relief,  my  heart  would  have  burst 
asunder!  —  More,  many  more 
tears  than  these  are  due  to  my 
Ci^RissA,  nhose  counsel  has  done 
for  me  what  mine  could  not  do  for 
herl  —  But  why,  looking  earnest- 
ly upon  her,  her  hands  clasped 
and  lifted  uji  —  But  why  do  I  thus 
lament  the  IluFY?  And  that  thou 
art  BO  it  m;  comfort.  It  h ,  it  is, 
my   dear    creature!   kissing   her 

Excuse  me,  sir  (turning  b>  me, 
who  was  as  much  moved  as  her- 
self) ;  I  loved  the  dear  creature  as 
uever  woman  loved  another.  Ex- 
cuse my  frantic  grief.  How  has 
the^lory  of  hersexfallena  victim 
to  villainy ,  and  to  hard-hearted- 
Madam ,  said  I ,  they  all  have  it 
—  now  indeed  they  have  it  — 

And  let tbem have  it! — Isbould 
belie  my  love  for  the  friend  of  my 
heart,  were  I  to  pity  them !  —  But 
bow  unhappy  am  I  [looking  upon 
her]  that  I  saw  her  not  before  these 
eyes  were  shut,  before  these  lips 
were  for  ever  closed!  —  Ob!  sir, 
you  know  not  the  wisdom  that 
eoatiaually  flowed  from  these  lipt 
when  slie  spoke!  —  Nor  what  s 
friend  1  have  lost! 


^1 

ni^l 


though  she  several  tiince  wiprfV 

1 ^  gi,e  was  unable  toi«il| 

iption  and  texts:  1 
therefore  to  me,  Favour  n,.,  _,  _ 
pray  you,  by  a  line,  with  the  de- 
criplion  of  these  emblems,  and 
with  these  texts;  and  if  I  might  ba 
allowed  a  lock  of  the  dear  crea- 
ture's hair  ^ 

I  told  her,  that  her  execatu 
would  order  both;  and  would  aln 
aendheracopyof  her  last  will;  i 
which  she  would  find  the  mot. 
grateful  remembrances  of  her  love 
orber,  vibata  she  coils  Ihem'sler  of 
her  heart. 

Justly,  saidshe,  does  she  call 
leso:  for  we  had  but  one  heart, 
<ut  one  soul, between  us:andnoii 
]y  better  half  is  torn  from  me, — 
what  shall  I  do? 

But  looking  round  her,  on  ■ 
servant's  stepping  by  the  door,  u 
if  again  she  had  appreheodedil 
was  some  of  the  family  —  Ones 
more,  said  she,  a  solemn,  an  ever-' 
lasting  adieu!  —  Alas  for  me!  > 
solemn,  an  everlasting  adieu! 

again  em  bracmg  her  face 
with  both  ber  hands  and  kisaiuc 
it,  and  afterwards  the  bands  w 
the  dear  deceased ,  first  one,  th«a' 
the  other,  she  gave  me  her  band, 
and  quitting  the  room  with  pre- 
cipitation, rushed  into  berchariot; 
and  when  there,  with  profound 
sighs,  and  a  fresh  burst  of  teara, 
unable  to  speak,  she  bowed  h« 
head  to  me,  and  was  driven  away. 
The  inconsolable  company  saw 
how  mnch  I  bad  been  moved,  on 
my  return  to  them.  Mr.  JamS* 
meaning  of  the  emblems:  and]thi8;liarlowe  had  been  telling  them 
gave  her  so  much  ireeh  grief,  that  I  what  had  passed  between  him  and 
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me:  and,  fiodingm^self  unfit  for 
company,  ftnd  observiDg,  that  thej 
broke  off  talk  at  my  comiog  in,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  leave  them 
to  their  couBuItations. 

And  here  I  will  put  an  end  to 
this  letter;  for  indeed,  sir,  the 
very  recollection  of  this  affecting 
Beetle  has  left  me  nearly  as  unahle 
to  proceed,  as  I  was,  just  after  it, 
to  eon»erae  with  my  cousini 
am,  sir,  with  great  truth. 

Your  most  obedient  humble 
servant, 

WiLLlAa  MOHDE. 


Tueadsr  raonilng,  Sepl. 
TaBgoodMrs-NortoniB  arri  ved , 
a  little  amended  in  her  spirits: 
owing  to  the  very  posthumous  let- 
ters, as  I  may  call  them,  which 
you,  Mr,  Belford,  as  well  as  I,  ap- 
prehended would  have  had  fatal 
effects  apon  her. 

I  cannot  but  attribute  this  to 
the  right  turn  of  her  mind.  It 
J  aeema  she  has  been  enured  to  af- 
I  flicttona;  and  has  lived  in  a  con- 
[  Btaat  hope  of  a  Imtler  life;  and 
I  liaving  no  acta  of  unkindneaa  to 
[  the  dear  deceased  to reproachher- 
L  self  with,  is  most  considerately 
I  resolved  to  esert  heT'iiinnfl  forti- 
a  order  to  comfort  the  sor- 
I  rowingmotber. 

I  O,  Mr.  Belford,  how  does  the 
I  character  of  my  dear  departed 
[  cousin  rise  upon  me  from  every 
I  mouth!  —  Had  she  been  my  own 
'  i,  or  my  sister!  —  But  do  jou 
k,  that  the  man  who  occasioned 


The  will  is  not  to  he  looked  into 
till  the  funeral  rites  are  performed. 
Preparations  are  makmg  for  the 
solemnity;  and  the  servants,  as 
well  as  principals  of  all  the 
branches  of  the  family ,  are  pnt 
into  close  mourning. 

I  have  seen  Mr.  Melville,  He  is 
a  serious  and  sensible  man.  I 
have  given  him  particulars  to  go 
upon  in  the  discourse  he  is  to  pro- 
nounce at  the  funeral;  but  had  the 
less  need  to  do  this,  as  I  find  he  is 
eitremely  well  acquainted  with 
'  e  whole  unhappy  stor^;  and  was 

personal  admirer  of  my  dear 

usin,  and  a  sincere  lamenter  of 
her  miafortunea  and  death.  The 
reverend  Dr.  Lewen,  who  is  but 
very  lately  dead,  was  his  parti- 
cular friend,  and  had  once  intend- 
ed to  reconunend  himtoherfavouT 
and  notice. 

1  AM  just  returned  from  attend- 
g  the  afflicted  parents,  in  an 
;art  they  made  to  see  the  corpse 
of  their  beloved  child.  They  had 
requested  my  company,  and  that 
of  the  good  Mra.  horton,  A  last 
leave,  the  mother  said,  shernusl 

Aaeffbrt,  however  it  was,  and 

more.    The  moment  they  came 

sight  of  the  coffin,  before  the 

lid  could  be  put  aside,0,  my  dear, 

id  the  father,  retreating,  Ican- 

.t,  I  find  r  camiot,  bear  it!  — 

Had  I  — had  I  — had  I  never  been 

hard-heartedl  —   Then  turning 

round  to  his  lady,  he  had  but  just 

time  to  catch  her  in  hla  aim»  ,,«aa&. 
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prercnt  her  sinkiac  o 
0,  tay  (le&i'eBt  liftiT  at 


1  the  floor, 
f  said  he,  this 
-  too  much,  indeed! 
—  ijot  uB,  let  ns  retire.  Mrs, 
Norton,  who  {attracted  by  the 
SkWfal  receptacle)  had  but  just  left 
the  good  lady,  hastened  tofacr  — 
Dear,  dear  woman,  cried  the  un- 
happy parent,  tiinging  her  armB 
about  hcTneL'k,  bear  me,  bear  ide 
heiicel  —  O,  my  child!  my  child! 
my  own  Clariua  Harloire'!   Thou 

S'lde  of  my  life  bo  lately  I 
ever, nevermore,  mustlbebold 

1  supported  the  unhappy  father, 
Mra.  Norton  the  sinking  mother, 
into  the  next  parlour.  She  threw 
herself  on  a  setlce  there:  he 
an  elbow-chair  by  her:  the 
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clasped  round  her  waist.  The  two 
mothers,  as  I  may  call  them,  of 
my  beloved  cousin,  thus  tenderly 
engagied!  What  a  variety  of  dis- 
tress lu  these  woeful  scenes ! 

The  Unhappy  father,  in  en- 
deavouring to  comfort  his  lady, 
loaded  bimaelf.  Would  to  Ood, 
my  dear,  said  he,  would  to  God  1 
had  no  more  to  charge  my  self  with 
than  yon  have!  —  You  relented! 
— Touwould  have  prevailed  upon 
JUL'  to  relcut! 

The  greater  my  fault,  said  she, 

when  I  «new  that  displeasure  was 

carried  tno  high,  to  acquiesce  as  1 

did!  —  What  a  barbarous  parent 

wasi,  to  let  two  angry  children 

make  me  forget  that  I  was  mother 

to  a  third  —  tfl.riiJia  third! 

Mrs.  Norton  used   argnments 

id  prayers  to  comfort  her  —  0, 

pmuNorton,  answered  the  un- 


happy lady,   you  was   the  dtm 
creature's  mure  natural  mother!-' 
Would  to  Heaven  I  had  no  t: 
to  answer  for  than  you  have! 

Thufl   the   unhappy    pair  ub^ 
availingly  recriminated,   till  mj 
cousin  Hervey  entered,  and,  with 
Mrs.  Norton ,  conducted  up  to  her 
own   chamber    the   inconsolable 
mother,    The  two  uncles,  and  Mr.   ■ 
Hervey,  came  in  at  the  same  tinM,  J 
iind  prevailed  upon  the  afflieled  I 
father  to  retu-c  with  them  to  bis —  I 
both  giving  up  all  thoughts  of  I 
ever  seeing  more  the  child  who* 
death  was  so  deservedly  regrett6< 
by  them. 

Time  only,  Mr.  Belford,  eai 
combat  with  advantage  such  i 
heavy  deprivation  as  this.  Advictt 
will  not  do,  while  the  loss  is  re- 
cent. Nature  will  have  way  givfla 
to  it  (and  so  it  ought)  till  soiroiT 
has  in  a  manner  exhauBted  't>et^ 
and  then  rcoson  and  religion  will 
reasonably  with  theic 
powerfulaids,  to  raise  the  droop' 

see  here  no  face  that  ii    . 

e  I  saw  at  my  first  arrivals 

Proud  andhaughty  every  coonteo^ 
ance  then,  unyielding  to  entreaty; 
now,  how  greatly  are  they  hnin- 
bledl —  The  utmost  distress  is  ap' 
parent  in  every  protracted  feature 
and  in  every  bursting  muscle,  ol 
each  disconsolate  mourner.  Then 
eyes,  which  so  lately  flashed  angSf 
and  resentment,  now  are  tamed 
to  every  one  that  approacbn 
them,  as  if  imploring  piSfi  — 
Could  ever  milfvl  htinl-hcarMium 

more  sevenUji  puutsiedT 

The  following  lines  of  Javesd 
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are,  upon  tbc  nliole,  applicable 
to  this  house  and  famUy:  and  I 
have  revolved  them  maiij  timea 
since  Sunday  evening : 

HiiiBimi  aenerii  Inorct  !ibi  iin,i™  volrnii 
SH/Jieit  HM  domutr:  paiioas  coiuttmtr 

ISM*  e  m-iierMm.^f«i^am 

Let  me  add,  that  Mrs.  Norton 
has  comnmnicated  to  the  family 

This  tetter  affords  a  foundation 
for   future  consolation   to  thera; 
but  at  present  it  has  new  pointed 
their  grief,  by  making  them  re- 
flect on  their  ernelty  to  so  excel- 
lent a  daughter,  niece,  and  sister*. 
lam,  dear  sir. 
Your  faithful  humble  servant, 
Wm.  Mohdkn. 

bur  (hukB  tP  the  good  wonmn  for  her 
UTS  of  her  Id  bor  Infuic.y ;  die  bcr  Boad 

ttll  ber  Mil rnni ties  (obliging  Dtr  lo  look 
mio  hwiBlf  1  brooghl  Ibem  lo  liebt. 

BhB    npatlUei    npoo    lbs   benefit   of 
■fBletions  K  .  mind  modosl.  fearfiil,  and 

She  oomrbRi  ber  dd  h«r  mrlj  d»lb; 
amviag  BnlBhed,  u  she  nys,  ber  pro- 
Morv  course,  M  so  ««ly  <i  time  of  lifa, 
Mbd  mmy  ue  not  rfpened  bj  the  lun- 
^na  of  diTlno  gnico  for  &  betlor,  till 
»^«efl(lr,  .i«y,  or  >B.enty  yrar.  of 

'hM^'^i  "q'o'u  ulv"  "'doVo  him  1" 

^  "IZiT  d."»  «  mj"/)'"'.'"'"'"  «  U 
Died  lo  l>6  omiBd,  whore  onco  I  promised 
nyielf  lo  be  bti|ipj'  In  jen.    Yonr  dls- 
otelloD,  prndence,  ud  Konomj.  niy  dear 

vonr  proaidln's  over  (he  poncerns  of  th»1 
tciUB,  ■■  b«ioB>ii>1  lo  Ihom,  u  It  «ti  ho 
«mvndaiit  to  yon.   Ito  foar  Mb,  ay 
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Colonel  Morden.    In  Conllonntlon. 
Tbnrsdaj  night,  Sept.  11. 

Wb  are  just  returned  from  the         ' 

rite.    My  cousin  James  and  hia 
sister,  Mr.  andMrs.  Hervey,  and 
Iheir   dauphtor,     a  young    lady 
whose  affection  for  my  departed 
cousin  shall  ever  bind  me  to  her; 
my  cousius  John  and  Antony  Har- 
lowe,   myself,    and  some   other 
more  distant  relations  of  the  names 
of  Fuller  and  Allinson  (who,  to 
testify  their  respect  to  the  memory 

themselves    in    mourning)    self- 
invited,  attended  it. 
The  father  and  mother  would 

dear  Mn.  Norton.  I  bope  they  •rillinalie 
joii  Ibis  offar.    And  if  Ibey  do,  I  bops 

She  remeinbcrs  herself  to  her  tOster- 

ebarges  bee," for  hia  lake,  tbat  she  win 
nol   Uke  too  muuh  lu  beut  Kbit  liai 

She  contludM  ai  (OHdhs  ; 

fiemenber  me.  In  the  list  plana,  to  tU 

raw  p'utiT.  Tba;  will  be  liurTi  faor.  If  tbey 

that  I  hope  tbey  vrill  nol  he  loien  bT  my 
•leatb.    Ittd  Ihem  therefore  rejalcoj  and 
do  you  alto,  my  reverend  comforter  and 

my  fairer' d»ys)  llkewlsa  riJoicB.  tbal  I 
cm  BO  Boon  dellcered  from  the  evils  that 
we™  before  mt;    nn.l  that  1  am  NOW, 

a  graciom  God,  who  hm  conanctod  me 
Ibrough   the    graateat   trlAli   In   safety, 
and  pnt  >o  bappy  an    end   to   all   my 

I  mosi  hnmhiy  Irost,  will,  in  bli  own 
good  time ,  give  ns  a  jaylia  meeting  ia 
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have  joiiied  in  these  last  honoura 
had  they  been  able ;  but  the;  weie ' 
both  ver;  much  indispoBed ;  and  j' 
continue  to  be  ao.  I 

The  inconsolable  mother  totd' 
Mra.NortOD,  thatthe  two  mothers! 
of  the  sweetest  child  in  the  world  ■ 
ought  not,  on  this  occftsion,  to 
be  separated.  She  therefore  de- 1 
sired  her  to  slay  with  her.  ! 

The  whole  solemnity  w&s  per-j 
formed  with  great  decency  and  I 
order.  The  distance  from  Har- 
lowe  Place  to  the  church  is  about 
hftlfamile.  Ali  thewaythe corpse 
was  attended  by  great  numbers  of 
people  of  all  conditions. 

It  was  nine  when  it  entered  the 
church;  every  corner  of  which 
was  crowded.  Such  a  profound, 
such  a  silent  respect  did  I  never 
see  paid  at  the  funeral  of  princes. 
An  attentive  sadness  overspread 
the  face  of  all. 

The  eulogy  pronounced  by  Mr. 
Melville  was  a  very  pathetic  one. 
Hewiped  his  own  eyes  often,  and 
made  every  body  present  still 
oftenerwipe  theirs. 

The  auditors  were  most  parti- 
cularly affected,  when  he  told 
them,  that  the  solemn  text  was  her 
own  choice. 

He  enumoraled  her  fine  quali- 
ties, naming  with  honour  their 
late  worthy  pastor  for  his  autho- 

Every  enumerated  eiccellence 
was  witnessed  to  in  different  parts 
of  the  church  in  respectful  whis-j 
pers  by  different  persons,  as  ofi 
their  own  knowledge,  as  I  have 
been  since  informedT 

When  he  pointed  to  the  pew| 


where  {doing  credit  toreligio 
her  example)  she  used  to  sit  < 
kneel,  the  whole  auditory,  as  or' 
person,  turned  to  the  pew  wi 
the  moat  respectful  aolemnity,  I 
if  she  had  been  herself  there. 

When  the  gentleman  attribnti 
condeaccusion  and  mingled  digi 
ty  to  her,  a  buzzing  approbstu 
was  given  to  the  attribute  throo^ 
out  the  church;  and  a  poor  nel 
woman  under  my  pew  addei 
"  That  she  was  indeed  all  ga 
id  would  speak  i 


Umy  eres  ran  over,  when  1 
mentioned  her  charities,  her  wel 
judged  charities.  And  her  re 
was  decreed  from  every  n 
with  sigha  and  sobs  from  e 
and  thesewordsfromothers, ' 
poor  will  dearly  miss  her," 

The  cheer  fill  gifcr  whom  God  i 
said  to  love,  was  allowed  to  b 
her:  and  ayounglady,  I  am  toM 
said,  It  was  Miss  Clarissa  Ht 

lowe's  care  to  find  out  the  o 

happy,   upon  a  sudden  distress 
before  the  sighing  heart  waf 
whelmed  by  it. 

She  had  a  set  of  poor  peopt«| 
chosen  for  their  remarkable  how 
esty  and  ineffectual  industrj;; 
These  voluntarily  paid  tbeir  laat 
attendance  on  their  benefactren 
and  mingling  in  the  church  U 
they  could  crowd  near  the  usJi 
where  the  corpse  was  on  b: 
it  was  the  less  wonder  that  htf 
praiaea  from  the  preacher  met 
with  such  general  and  such  grata- 
ful  whispers  of  approbation. 

Some  it  seems  there  were,  wit9 
knowing  her  unhappy  stofj',  i~ 


CLARISSA  BAfiLO^ 


marked  upon  the  dejected  looks 
of  the  brother,  and  the  drowned 
eyes  of  the  sister;  "Owhatwould 
tney  now  give,  they'd  warrant, 
haa  tbcy  not  been  so  hard-heart- 
ed!"—  Others  pursued ,  aalmay 
say,  the  severe  father  and  unhappy 
mother,  into  their  chambers  at 
home  —  "  Theyanswered  for  their 
relenting,  now,  that  It  was  too 
late !  —  What  must  be  their  grief! 
—  No  aonder  they  could  not  be 
present ! " 

Several  eipresaedtheirastouish- 
ment,  as  people  do  every  hour, 
"that  a  man  could  lire  whom  Guch 

Eerfectiona  could  not  engage  to 
e  just  to  her;"  to  be  Mnnane,  I 
may  say.  —  And  who,  her  rank 
and  fortuue  considered,  could  be 
BO  disregardful  of  his  own  iiileresl, 
had  he  had  no  other  motive  to  be 
just?  — 

The  good  divine,  led  by  his 
teit,  just  touched  upon  the  un- 
happy atep  that  was  the  cause  of 
her  untimely  fate.  He  attributed 
it  to  the  state  of  things  below,  in 
which  there  could  not  be  absolute 
perfection.  He  veir  politely 
touched  upon  the  noble  disdain 
she  shewed  (though  earncBtly 
Bolicited  hj  a,  whole  splendid  fa- 
mily) to  jom  interests  with  a  man 
whom  she  found  unworthy  of  her 
esteem  and  confidence:  and  who 
courted  her  with  the  utmost  ear- 
nestness to  accept  of  him. 

What  he  most  insisted  upon 
was,  the  happy  end  she  made; 
&nd  thence  drew  consolation  to  hor 
relations,  and  instruction  to  the 
auditory. 
In  a  word,  his  performance  was 
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such  as  heightened  the  reputation 
which  he  bad  before  in  a  very 
eminent  degree  obtained, 

When  the  corpse  was  to  be  car- 
ried down  into  the  vault  (a  very 
spacious  one,  within  the  church) 
there  was  great  crowding  to  see 
the  coffin  lid,  and  the  devices 
upon  it.  Particularly  two  gen- 
tiemen ,  muffled  up  in  cloaks, 
pressed  forward.  These,  it  seems, 
were  Mr.  Mullins  and  Mr,  Wyer- 
ley;  both  of  them  professed  ad- 
mirers of  my  dear  cousin. 

When  they  came  neat  the  coffin, 
and  cast  their  eyes  upon  the  lid, 
"In  that  little  space,"  aaid  Mr. 
Mullins,  "is  included  all  human 
eicellencel"  —  And  then  Mr. 
Wyerley,  unable  to  contain  him- 
self, was  forced  to  quit  the  church; 
and  we  hear  is  very  ill. 

It  is  said  that  Mj*.  Solmes  was  in 
a  remote  part  of  the  church, 
wrapped  round  in  a  horseman's 
coat:  and  that  he  shed  tears 
several  timea.     But  I   saw  him 

Another  gentleman  was  there 
incognito,  m  a  pew  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  vault,  who  bad  not 
been  taken  notice  of,  but  for  his 
great  emotion  when  he  looked 
over  hia  jiew,  at  the  time  the  coffin 
was  earned  down  to  its  last  place. 
This  was  Mies  Howe's  worthy  Mr. 

My  cousins  John  and  Antony, 
and  their  nephew  James,  chose 
not  to  descend  into  the  vault 
among  their  departed  ancestors. 

Miss  Harlowe  was  extremely 
afiected.  Her  conscience,  as  well 
asherlove,  was  concerned  on  the 
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occasion.  ShewoaldgodownwitliJ  leiter  cxj 

the  corose  of  her  dear,  her  ooly     „^  j^,f„^  ^  ,^,^  ^ 

Bister,  she  Baid:  but  her  hrother| 

would   not  permit   it.     And   her;"""""! 

overwhelmed    eye    pursued    the  I     I  ones  had  thoughts  to  go  dsM   I 

coffin  till  she  couldsee  no  more  of  iprivately,  ini — ' —   ■" '   **    ' 

it:  and  then  she  threw  herself  onisee  the  last  si _..     ^ 

the  scat,  and  was  near  fainting  I  But  there  was  no  need  to  eive  m 
awa;.  self  this  melancholj  troi^e,  aiu 

1  accompanied  it  down ,  that  ] ,  jour  last  letter  so  u&tuittUr  il . 
might  not  ouiysatiBfj  myself,  but.scribesall  that  passed,  that  I  bavft 
you,  air,  her  executor,  that  it  was  every  scene  before  my  eye*. 

deposited,  as  she  had  directed,  at.      You  crowd  me,  sir    '" 

the  feet  of  her  grandfather.  '  into  the  silent,  slow,  pi 

Mr.  Helville  came  down,  con- 'now  with  the  sacred  bier  do] 
templated  the  lid,  andahedafcwjeuter  the  awful  porch;  nown 
tearsOTCrit.  Iwas  soweU  satis-  sure  I,  with  Bolemn  paces,  -_^ 
fied  with  his  discourse  and  be-|veneTable  aisle;  now,  amiutum 
hanour,  that  I  presented  him  ou  ofa  relationship  to  her,  placedi 

theaolemnspotwithariugof aome.a  pew   near  the  eye-at '~ 

value;  and  thanked  him  for  his|Cof!in,  do  I  listen  to  the 
performance.  leulogy:  now,  through  the  bni 

And  here  I  left  the  remains  of  gaping  eye-swoln  crowds,  do 
my  beloved  cousin;  having  be-,  descend  into  the  clammy  v&iilt,t 
spoken  my  own  place  by  the  aide  j  a  true  esecutor,  to  see  that  part  a 
ofhercofSn.  her  will  performed  with  my  om 

OumyretumtoHaiIowePlace,leyes.  There,  with  a  soul  fill* 
I  conteuted  myself  with  sending  j  with  musing,  do  I  number  tl 
my  compliments  to  the  sorrow- 1  surrounding  monumenta  of  hhh 
ing  parents,  and  retired  to  my  tality,  and  contemplate  the  pw 
chamber.  Nor  ami  ashamed  to|5ent  stillness  of  £0  many  om 
own,  thatlcould  not  help  giving  busy  vanities,  crowded  ail  uH 
one  poor  vaulted  nook ,  as  if  tli 
living  grudged  room  for  tl 
corpse  of  those ,  for  which,  wha 
animated ,  the  earth ,  the  air,  u 
the  waters,  could  hardly  fin 
room.  Then  seeing  her  placed  ■ 
the  feet  of  him  whose  earthly  dfr 
light  she  was;  aiidwho,  asl  find* 
ascribes  to  the  pleasure  shegaf 
bim,  the  prolongation  of  hia  on 
life;^  sighing,  and  with  aver 


Your  most  faithful  and 
obedient  servant, 

Wm.  MoSUKJi 


P.f, 


You  will  have  a  letter  from 
my  cousin  James ,  who  hopes  to 
prevail  upon  you  to  relinquisb 
the  executorship.  It  has  not 
my  encouragemeat. 


□I.AIU6SA  HARLOWH. 


face,  I  quit  tLe  solemn  mausioD, 
the Eymboltc coffin,  aiid,ftirerer, 
the  glorj  of  her  hct;  and  ascend 
with  those,  who,  in  a  fewyeara, 
after  a  very  short  blaze  of  life, 
will  £1)  up  other  spaces  of  the 
same  vault,  which  now  (while 
they  mourn  only  for  her,  whom 
they  jointly  persecuted)  they 
press  with  taeir  feet. 

Nor  do  your  affecting  desorip- 
tiona  permit  me  liem  to  stop ;  but, 
ascenaed ,  I  mingle  my  tears  and 
my  praises  with  those  of  the 
numerous  spectatora.  1  accom- 
pany the  ufflicted  mourners  back 
to  their  uncomfortable  mansion ; 
and  make  oae  in  the  general  con- 
cert of  unavailing  woe;  till  re- 
tiring, asl  imagine,  as  l^ei/ retire, 
like  them,  in  reality,  Igiveupto 
new  scenes  of  solitary  and  sleep- 
less grief:  reflecting  upon  the  per- 
fections I  have  seen  the  end  of; 
and  having  no  relief  but  from  an 
indignation ,  which  makeii  me  ap- 
prove of  the  resentments  of  others 
.against  the  mihappy  mnn,  and, 
toose  equtdly  inikappi/  relations  nf 
Iters ,  to  whom  the  irreparable  loss 
Ib  owing. 

Forgive  me,  sir,  these  reflec- 
tions; and  permit  me,  with  this, 
to  send  you  what  you  declined 
leceiving    till    the  funeral  was 

S«  goia)  ]iim  then  on  account  of  the 
menea  and  tweets  tohich  he  senile 
kin  novm  by  ma  opportunity,  for 
the  legateai  at  Hartoice  Place, 
and  >n  its  neiz/kbouThmxi;  whicJi  be 
desires  hm  to  dinpose  of  accmd- j 

-big  tti  the  aiU.  \ 
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Be  ahu  senAn  him  im  account  of 
other  steps  he  has  taken  in  pur- 
suance of  llie  will;  and  desires  to 
tnoiB  if  Mr.  Jlwlowe  exfvcls  tie 
discharge  of  iJie  funeral  expentes 
from  tlie  effects  in  his  iunds  ;  and 
the  rdmbarsetnent  ofllie  w/tM*  wi- 
canced  to  the  testatrix  since  her 
grandfather's  death. 

These  oipeditiona  proceedings, 
aaya  he,  will  convince  Mr.  James 
Uarlowe,  that  I  am  resolved  to 
see  the  will  completely  executed: 
and  yet,  by  my  manner  of  doing 
it,  that  I  desire  not  to  give  un- 
necessary mortifications  to  the  fa- 
mily, since  every  thing  that  re- 
lates to  them  shall  pass  through 
your  bands. 


LETTEK  OXLV. 


loJnhaBulford,  Esq. 


I  HOPE ,  from  the  character  my 
worthy  cousin  Morden  gives  you, 
that  you  will  excuse  the  applica- 
tion I  make  to  you,  to  oblige  a 
whole  family  in  au  atfair  that 
much  concerns  their  peace,  and 
cannot  equally  concern  any  body 
else,  You  will  immediately  judge, 
that  this  is  ■'  -  ■      ^" 


of  which  my  sister  has  given  you 
the  trouble  by  her  last  will. 

We  shall  all  think  ourselves 
eitremely  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
please  to  relinquish  this  trust  to 
our  own  family;  the  reasons  which 
follow  pleading  for  our  expecta- 
tion of  this  favour  from  you: 

First,  becaasc  3hciicvei:v!>^>i^   . 


r 


THE  BISTOHY  OF 
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hare  had  the  thought  of  trouhling 
jou,  air,  if  she  had  believed  any 
of  her  near  relalioDs  would  have 
taken  it  upoa  themBclres. 

Secondly,  I  understand,  that 
she  recommends  to  you  in  the 
will,  to  trnat  to  the  honour  of  any 
of  our  family,  for  the  performance 
of  Bach  of  the  articlea  as  are  of  a 
domestic  nature.  We  are  any  of 
us,  anda//of ua,if yourequest it, 
willing  to  stake  our  honours  upon 
thia  DCcaBion:  and  all  you  can  de- 
aire,  as  a  mau  of  honour,  is,  that 
the  tmat  be  executed. 

We  are  the  more  concerned, 
air,  to  wish  you  to  decline  thia 
office,  because  of  your  short  and 
accidental  knowledge  of  the  dear 
testatrix,  and  long  and  intimate 
acquaintance  with  tbe  man  to 
whom  she  owed  her  ruin,  aud  we 
tbe  greatest  loss  and  disappoint- 
ment (her  manifold  exceliencies 
considered)  that  ever  befel 
family. 

You  will  allow  due  weight, 
dare  say,  to  this  plea,  if  you  make 
our  case  your  own :  and  so  much 
the  readier,  when  I  aasure  you, 
that  your  interfering  in  this 
matter  ao  much  against  our  in- 
clinations (excuse,  sir,  my  plain 
dealing)  will  very  probably  occa- 
aion  an  oppoaition  in  some  points, 
where  otherwise  there  might  be 


What  therefore  I  pro! 
not  that  my  father  should  assume 
thistnist:  ne  is  too  much  afflicted 
to  undertake  it  —  nor  yet  myself 
I  might  be  thought  too  much 
eoneerned  in  interest;  but  that  it  |me  that  I  ^ 
may  he  allowed  to  devolve  upoujself  from  acting 


my  two  uncles;  whose  knon 
honour,  and  whose  aff^ctjon  tl 
the  dear  deceased ,  nobody 
doubted:  and  they  will  treat  wilt 
you,  air,  through  niy  cousin  Hm" 
den,  as  to  the  poiata  they  ""* 
undertake  to  perform. 

The  trouble  you  bare  alnaU 
had,  will  well  entitle  yon  to  tM 
legacy  she  bequeaths  yow,  t" 
gether  with  the  reimbursement 
^il  the  charges  you  bave  been  I 
and  allowance  of  the  leg^acies  j( 
have  discharged,  although  yi 
should  not  have  qualified  younc 
to  act  as  an  executor;  aa  I  pr., 
Hume  you  have  uot^e(  done,  nc 


rilU, 


-do. 


Yourcomplianoe,air,  willoblto 
»  family  (who  have  alreddy  di" 
tress  enough  upon  them)  m  A 
circumstance  that  occaaiona  tbi 
application  to  you;  and  mo> 
particularly,  air, 

Your  most  humble  aervant, 
James  Hahlowe,  Jun. 

I  send  this  by  one  of  my  aer- 
vants,  who  will  attend  yoat 
dispatch. 

LETTER  GXLVI. 
Mr.  Belforfl  to  Junei  Hnrlowa,  Jon.  Eiq. 
.  BIB,  Bfllurdnj,  Sopi.  16. 

You  will  excuse  my  plain  deal- 
iug  in  turn:  fori  must  observe, 
that  if  I  had  nof  tbe  just  opinion! 
have  of  the  saci-ed  nature  of  the 
office  1  hare  undertaken,  some 
passages  in  the  letter  you  have 
favoured  me  with,  would  i 


CLARISSA  H.'VELOWE. 


I  need  name  only  one  of  them. ' 
Youavepleaaed  tosay,  that  your 
uncles,  ilthe  truatberelinquUhEd, 
to  them,  will  fren((ci(A  me  through' 
Colonel  Morden,  as  to  the  points 
tAeymSl  undertake  to  perform.  I 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  say,  that  it  ia 
the  duti/  of  an  eiecutor  so  Bee| 
eaerv  point  performed ,  that  ean  be  | 
performed.  Nor  will  I  leave  the; 
performance  of  mine  to  any  other! 
persona ,  especialiy  where  a  quali-  j 
fying  is  BO  directly  intimated,  and 
where  all  the  branchea  of  your 
family  have  shewn  them sel res, ' 
with  respect  to  the  incomparable  i 
lady,  to  have  but  one  mind.  \ 

You  are  pleaaed  to  ur^,  that 
she  recommends  tome,  theieaving 
to  the  honour  of  any  of  yonr  fa- 
mily such  of  the  articlea  as  are  of 
a  domestic  nature,  Eut  admitting 
this  to  be  so,  does  it  not  imply 
that  the  other  articles  are  still  to ! 
obtain  my  careV  —  But  even! 
these,  you  will  find  by  the  will,! 
she  gives  not  up;  and  to  that  I 
refer  you. 

'  I  sorry  for  the  hints  you 
^ve  of  an  apposiivm,  where,  as 

Jousay,theremighthenone,if  I 
id  not  interfere.  I  see  not,  sir, 
«irby  your  animosity  against  a 
jpan  who  cannot  be  defended, 
■uould  be  carried  to  such  a  height 
Iteainat  one  who  never  gave  you 
^mence:  and  this  only,  because 
Jie  is  acquainted  with  that  man. 
^^^  ~'"    ot  aay  all  I  might  say  on 


tread  in  the  stepa  of 
the  admirable  testatrix  in  all  I 
may;  and  rather  will  increase 
than  diminish  her  poor's  fund. 

With  regard  to  the  trouble  that 
may  attend  the  execution  of  the 
trust,  I  shall  not ,  in  honour  to  her 
memory,  value  ten  times  more 
than  this  can  give  me.  1  have 
indeed  two  other  executorsbips  on 
my  hands;  butthey  sit  light  upon 
me.  And  saraiEorn  cannot  better 
or    more    charitablij    beslom    their 

I  conceive  that  every  article, 
but  that  relating  to  the  poor's 
fund  (such  is  the  excellence  of 
the  disposition  of  the  most  ex- 
cellent of  women)  may  be  per- 
formed in  two  months  time,  at 
farthest. 

Occasionaoflitigationora  Sence 
shall  not  proceed  from  me.     You 


9  to  the  legacy  to  myself,  I 
tasure  you,  sir,  that  neither  my 
■^cumatances ,  nor  my  temper, 
irill  put  me  upon  being  a  gainer 


thing  that  the  will  allows  me  (i 
oblige  your  family  in.  I  do  as- 
sure you ,  that  I  am  as  unwilling 
to  obtrude  myself  upon  it,  as  any 
of  it  can  wish, 

I  own,  that  I  have  not  yet 
proved  the  will;  nor  sliall  1  do  it 
till  next  week  at  aoonest,  that  you 
may  have  time  for  amicable  ob- 
jections, if  such  you  think  fit  to 
make  through  the  colonel's  media- 
tion. But  let  me  observe  to  you, 
sir,  "that  an  executor's  power,  in 
such  instances  as  I  have  exercised 
it ,  is  the  same  before  the  probate, 
aa  after  it.  He  can  even,  without 
taking  that  out,  commence  an  ac- 
tion, although  ke  lastosft.  6Ksi*w«. 


r 
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upon  it:  and  these  acta  of  ad- 
miniBtration  make  bin  liable  to 
actions  himself."  I  sm  therefore 
very  proper  [n  the  stt^s  I  have 
taken  in  pnrt  of  the  execution  of 
thii  aacred  tnist;  and  want  not 
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all'xi 


uthe 


Permit  me  to  add,  that  when 
jou  have  perused  tlie  will,  and 
coolly  considered  every  thing,  it 
ismrfaojte,  that  you  will  yourself 
beoiopmioD,  tiiat  therecanbeno 
room  tor  dispute  or  oppoeilion: 
and  that  if  your  family  will  join  to 
expedite  the  exeuution ,  it  will  be 
the  most  natural  and  easy  way  of 
shutting  up  the  whole  afiair,  and 
to  have  done  with  a  man ,  bc 
causelessly,  as  to  his  own  parti- 
cular, the  object  of  your  diElike, 

Your  very  humble  servant,  [^not 
withstanding) 

John  Btii-coGii. 


THE  WILL. 

To  vikick  the  frllomng  Preamble, 

mrittm  on  a  gejparale  pa^r,   was 

stitched  aiCb  lilactr  filk. 


"I  BOPB  I  may  be  eseused  for 


of  Burviving  friends)  that  tUalii 

act,    aa  to  its  designation  M 
operation,  ought  not  tobe  tbeh 
in  its  composition  or  making;  b 
should  he  the  result  of  cool  d ' 
beration;  and  (as  it  is  mote 
qnenlli/ intaijusili/ BB.id'^  of  a  »i   . 
mijid  and  memo/y;   wluch  too  N 
L  are  to  be  met  wiUi  bat& 
id  lieallh.    All  pretences  of  !■ 
sanity  of  mind  arc  likewise  pi^ 
vented,  whena testator girearcS'  I 
sons  for  what  he  wills;  all  cavife  | 
about   words  are   obviated; 
obliged  are  assured;  and  they  ei. 
joythebenetit  for  whom  the  bene-    I 
fit  wasintended.  Hence  haveI,fo( 
some  time  past,  employed  myself    ' 
in  penning  down  heads   of  euA    ' 
a  disposition;   which,  as'reaROB 
ofiered,  1  have  altered  and  adds 
to;  so  that  I  never  waa-absolntd 
destitute  of  a  all/,    had  I   I 
taken  ofF  ever  BO  suddenly.  T__^ 
minutes   and   iinperfect   sketcb 
enabled  me,  aa  God  has  ffracioii 
ly  given  me  time  and  aeaateneB 
to  aigest  them  into  the  fonn  I 
which  they  appear." 

I  Clarissa  Harlowk, 
strange     melancholy    accident 
lodging  in  the  parish  of  St.  P 
Co  vent- Garden,  being  of  s 


importance. 

so  many  instances  of  confusion 

and  disagreement  in  famili"-   "■"' 


so  much  doubt  and  difficulty,  tov, 
want  of  absolute  clearness  m  tbei' 
testaments  of  departed  peTsons,  |  'At 
that  1  have  often  concluded  (were  |  'Ma  dai 
there  to  be  no  other  reaaons  buti  "%J 
but  those  which  respect  the  pence  panicn 


by  myself,  and  written  with  i 

own  hand,   will  testify;  do  [t] 

id  day  of  September*)  in  t 

of  our  Lord — *•  mi^e  a 


UlEd  DP 

or  t)iD  fear  li  left  blank  i 
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mcut;  and  this  tvhet her  1  shall  be 
buried  here  or  else  where. 

I  have  already  given  verbal  di- 
rections, that  afterl  am  dead(and 
laid  out  in  the  manner  1  have  or- 
dered)! may  be  put  into  my  coffin 
on  as  poBiible;  it  is  my  de- 
that  I  muy  not  be  lumecea- 
aarily  exposed  to  the  view  of  any 
body :  except  any  of  my  relations 
should   vouchsafe,   for  the  last 
~  ne ,  to  look  upon  mc. 
And  I  could  wiah ,  ifit  might  be 
'oided  without  making  m-will 
between  Mr,  Lovelace  and  my  ex- 
that  the  former  might  not 


In  the  first  place,  1  desire  that 
my  body  may  lie  nnhuried  three 
days  aftermy  decease,  or  till  the 
pleasure  of  ray  father  be  known 
concerning  it.  But  the  occasion 
of  my  death  not  admitting  of 
doubt,  I  will  not,  on  any  account, 
that  it  be  opened;  and  it  is  my 
desire,  that  it  shall  not  be  touched 
but  by  those  of  my  own  sei. 

I  have  alwayseametitly request- 
ed, that  my  body  might  be  de-IoiiuLui  luhi,  bmiiuimni  miKumuu 
posited  in  the  family  vault  with:  be  permitted  to  see  my  corpse, 
those  of  my  ancestors.  If  itmight  lint  if,  asbeisaman  TCryuncon- 
begrantedilcouldnow  wiah,thatltroUahle,  and  as  I  am  nobody's, 
it  might  bo  placed  at  the  feet  of:  ho  insist  upon  viewing  her  -Jead, 
my  dear  and  honoured  grand-  „bom  he  okcb  before  saw  in  a 
father.  But  as  I  have,  by  one  very  |  manner  dead,let  his  gay  curiosity 
unhappy  step,  been  thought  to  jbe  gratified.  Let  him  behold,  aud 
disgrace  my  whole  lineage,  and  triumph  over  the  wretched  re- 
therefore  this  last  honour  may  be  j  mains  of  one  who  has  been  made 
1»fusedtomycorpae;inthiscase,  lavictim  to  his  barbarous  perfidy: 
niydesireis,  thatitmay  beinter-'but  let  some  good  person,  as  by 
»ed  in  the  church-vard  belonging  my  desire,  give  him  a  paper,  whilst 
tothepftnahmwhichlshaUdieilbeisviewingtheghasflyapcctacle, 
and  that  in  the  most  private  man-  containing  these  fewwordsonly— 
aet,  between  the  hours  of  eleven  I  <' Gay,  cruel  heartl  behold  here 
and  twelve  at  night;  attended  theremainsoftheonnerumed,yet 
only  by  Mrs.  Lovicfc  aud  Mr.. now  happy,  Clarissa Harlowa [  — 
and  Mrs.  Smith,  and  their  maid-.Seewhatthouthyselfmuslquickly 
^  servant.  ,be;  — andnEPKBT!" 

'    But  it  is  my  desire,   that  the      Yet,  to  shew  tbati  die  in  per- 
feos  and  dues  may  be  paid  feet  charity  with  all  tlie  world,  I 
rhich  are  usually  paid  for  those  do   most    sincerely   formve   Mr. 

ptrtio  are  laid  in  the  best  ground, as  Lovelace  the  wrongs  henaadone 

'*^  is  called,  or  even  in  the  chancel.  \  me. 

And  I  bequeath  five  pounds  toi  If  my  fattier  can  pardou  theer- 
:  given  at  the  discretion  of  the  rora  of  his  unworthy  child ,  so  far 
lurchwardens,  to  twenty  poor  us  to  snSer  her  corpse  to  be  de- 
')plc,HieSunday  after  my  inter-  posited  at  thefeotof  b«K.  wa^ 
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father,  as  above  requested,  I  could  of  my  volnntaKj' 
wish   [my  misfortunes   being   so  Dairy-house^     ^»Mf  ^fcf 
notorious)  that  a  short  discourse  thereof  as  it  now  standi  (All 
mi^ht  be  pronounced  over  my  re-  tnres  and  larse  inm  < 
mams,   before  they  be  interred,  plate  excepted)  I  also L 
The  subject  of  the  discourse  1  my  said  father;  on^becn^ti 
shall  determine  before  I  conclude  a  {avour  that  he  wiU  bepHMl 
this  writing.  permit  my  dear  Mrs^  Smb^I 

So  much  urntten  about  what  de-  Fw!^^ '*™**??^®^'"«*El 
server  not  the  Ua.*i  consideration,  !^*^ ''^'^*^^  *?  "^^"^^f 
and  a^^jut  what  will  be  nothing  |^*  apartments  m  it,  fawn^l 
wf^n  t}us  writir.g  comes  to  U  ^'^^'^^.^l^^l^'^^i^hegpiri^ 
oner^ed  and  read,  will  beexajsed.  ''*'^''^-^?™  fiHmtuiem4» 
ichen  my  present  urJtappvcirom-  ^^  7.^  ^^  *"^  "^SL^ 
stances  and  abser.ce  from  all  my  *T^^V''i[.^!*^°\T«'^?^ 
natural  friends  are  considered,    '    ^J!?^^^!?^^  ^^  mehisly 

Keeper^   and  wnich  theranicv 

And  now.  with  ree^ard  to  the  his  lifetime  I  nsed  as  such:  Af 
worldly  matters  which  I  shall  die  office  to  go  with  the  apaitaol^ 
possessed  of.  as  well  as  to  those  And  I  am  the  more  eameM  iaAii 
which  of  right  appertain  to  me.  recommendation,  as  I  i**^  otft 
either  by  the  will  of  my  said  grand-  thought  to  bare  been  rerr  hxgf 
father,  or  otherwise;  thus  do  I  dis-  there  with  the  good  woman*  uA 
pose  of  them.  because  I  think  her  pzndent  mi- 

In  the  first  place.  I  give  and  be-  nagement  will  be  as  bene&ial  tt 
queath  all  the  real  estates  in  or  to  my  father,  as  his  favour  can  be 
which  I  have  any  claim  or  title  by  convenient  to  her. 
the  said  will,  to  my  ever-honoured  But  with  regard  to  what  has  a^ 
father  James  Harlowe,  Esq.  and  crued  from  that  estate,  since  bbt 
that  rather  than  to  my  brother  grandfathers  death,  and  to  the 
and  sbter ,  to  whom  I  had  once  sum  of  nine  hundred  and  seventr 
thoughts  of  devising  them,  be-  pounds,  which  proved  to  be  the 
cause,  if  they  survive  my  father,  moiety  of  the  money  that  mr  said 
those  estates  will  assuredly  vest  mindfather  had  bV  Kww  as  hii 
in  them,  or  one  of  them,  by  virtue  death,  and  which  moierr  he  be 
of  his  favour  and  indulgence ,  as .  queathed  to  me  for  ukT  sole  and 
the  circumstances  of  things,  with ;  separate  use  [as  he  diif  the  odier 
regard  to  marriage  settlements,  or  moiety  in  like  manner  to  mv  m- 
otherwise,  may  require;  or,  as-ter*];  and  which  scm  dbat  I 
they  may  respectively  merit  by  niight  convince  mv  brother  and  sb- 
the  continuance  of  their  duty.         ter ,  that  I  wished  not  tor  an  inde- 

The  house  late  my  grandfa-  pendence  upon  my  father  s  piea- 
thei^s,  called  the  Grove,  and  by  sure)  I  gave  into  my  fainer's 
him,  in  honour  of  me,  and  of  some  •  {ye«  ToL  i.  p.  m. 
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fwnds,  togethernitb tbe manage' 
(  ment  and  produce  of  the  whole 
,  estate  devised  to  me  —  these 
sums,  however  coDfiiderable  Trben 
put  tocether,  I  hope  1  may  he 
allowed  to  dispose  of  abiolutely, 
as  my  love  and  my  gratitude  (not 
confined  mholljtomy  ownfaraiiy, 
which  is  very  wealuiy  in  all  its 
branehes)  may  warrant;  and 
which  therefore  I  shall  diapose  of 
in  the  manner  hereafter  mention- 
ed. But  it  ie  my  will,  and  express 
direction,  that  mjfather'saccount 
of  the  above-mentioned  produce 
may  be  taken  and  estahliehed  ab- 
sottttely  (and.  without  contraven- 
tion or  question),  an  he  Bball'be 
pleased  to  give  it  to  my 
Morden,  or  to  whom  else  be  shall 
choose  to  give  it;  so  as  that  the 
eaid  account  he  not  subject 
litigation,  or  to  the  controul  of 
niyeiecutor,  or  of  any  other  per- 

My  father,  of  his  love  and 
bounty,  was  pleased  to  allow 
the  same  quarterly  sums  that  he 
allowed  my  sister,  for  apparel  and 
other  requisites;  and  (pleased  with 
me  then)  used  to  say,  that  those 
sums  should  not  be  deducted  from 
the  estate  and  effects  beqneathed 
to  me  by  my  grandfather;  but 
having  mortally  offended  him  (as  1 
fear  it  may  he  said)  by  one  un- 
liappy  step,  it  may  he  expected 
that  he  wilt  reimourse  himself 
those  sums  —  it  is  therefore  my 
will  and  direction,  that  he  shall 
be  allowed  to  pay  and  aatisiy  him- 
self for  all  saen  quarterly  or  other 
sums,  which  he  was  so  good  as  to 
advance  me  trom  the  time  of  myi 
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grandiather's  death;  and  that  his 
account  of  such  sums  shall  like- 
wise be  taken  without  question- 
ing; the  money,  however,  which  I 
left  behind  me  in  my  escritoire, 
being  to  be  taken  in  part  of  those 
disbursements. 

Mv  grandfather,  who,  in  his 
goodness  and  favonrto  me,  knew 
no  bounds,  wa^  pleased  to  be- 
queath to  me  all  the  family  pic- 
tures at  his  late  house,  some  of 
which  are  very  masterly  perform- 
ances; with  command,  that  if  I 
died  unmarried,  or  if  married  and 
had  no  descendants,  they  should 
then  go  to  that  son  of  his  (if  more 
than  one  should  be  then  living) 
whom  I  shonid  think  would  set 
most  value  by  them.  Now,  as  I 
know  that  my  honoured  nncle, 
JohnHarlowe,  Esq.  was  pleased 
to  express  some  concern  that  they 
were  not  left  to  him,  as  eldest  son ; 
and  as  he  has  agallery  where  they 
maybeplaced  to  advantage;  and 
as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  that 
he  will  bequeath  them  to  my  fa- 
ther, if  he  survive  him;  who,  no 
doubt,  willleave  them  to  my  bro- 
ther; I  therefore  bequeath  all  the 
said  family  pictures  to  my  said 
uncle  John  Harlowe.  In  these 
pictures,  however,  I  conclude  not 
one  of  my  own,  drawn  when  I  was 
aboutfourteenyearsof  age;  which 
I  shall  hereafter  iu  another  article 
bequeath. 

My  said  honoured  grandfather 
having  a  great  fondness  for  the 
old  family  ^late,  which  he  would 
never  permit  to  be  changed,  hav- 
ing lived,  as  he  used  to  say,  to  see 
a  great  deal  of  it  c 


THE  mSTOKT  OP 


-qneat  again  in  the  revolution  of 
MshionB;  and  having  left  the  same 
to  me,  with  a  command  to  keep  it 
entire;  and  with  power  ftt  my 
death  to  bequeath  it  to  whomBO- 
flrer  I  pleased  that  I  thought 
would  forward  his  desire;  which 
VRB,  as  he  expresses  it,  that  it 
should  be  kept  to  tlie  end  if  lime; 
this  fomilf  plate,  which  la  de- 
jioaited  in  a  large  iron  cheat,  in  the 
strong  room  al  hia  late  dwelling- 
houae,  I  bequeath  entire  to  niy 
honoured  uncle  Antony  Ilarlowe, 
Esc(,:  with  the  same  mjunctiouH 
whicD  were  laid  on  me;  nol 
doubting  but  he  will  confirm  and 


friend,  Mrs,  Judith  Norton,  to 
whoae  piety  and  care,  aeconding 
the  piety  and  care  of  my  evei- 
honoured  and  enoellent  mother,  1 


yearaof  ray  life,  made  me  beloved 
and  respected ,  the  full  sum  of  six 
hundred  pounds ,  to  be  paid  her 
within  three  months  after  my 
death. 

I  bequeath  also  to  the  f 
good  woman  thirty  guineas,  for 
mourning,  for  her  and  for  her  "  " 
niy  foster-brother. 

To  Mrs.  Dorothy  Hervcy,  the 
only  aiater  of  my  honoured  mo- 
ther, I  bequeath  the  sum  of  fifty 
Kin'^Hs  for  a  ring;  and  I  beg  of 
r  to  accept  of  my  thankful  ac- 
knowledgments for  all  her  good- 
ncsR  to  me  from  my  infancy ;  and 
particularly  for  her  patienee  with 
"  "  ■    thoMveral  altercations  that 


happened  between  mybrotberani 
8tstcr,and  me, before  inynahopfj 
departure  from  Uarlowe  Place. 

To  my  kind  and  much  Yiivt 
couaiu  Miss  Dolly Hervey,  dau^ 
ter  of  my  aunt  H  ervey,  I  beqn  W 
my  watch  and  equipage,  w'  — 
beat  Mechlin  and  Brusaeh  .._. 
dresses  and  raffles ;  also  my  gi)in 
and  petticoat  of  flowered  silvcrot 
my  own  work ;  which  having bew 
made  up  but  a  few  days  bn^ 
was  confined  to  my  chamber,' 

To  the  same  youne  lady  I  be- 
queath likewise  my  uarpsichcvd, 
my  eh  amber- organ ,  and  all  mj 
mu  si  e-books. 

As  my  siater  haa  a  rery  pp 
library;  and  as  my  beloved  B 
Howe  has  also  her  late  father' 
well  as  her  own ;  1  bequeath  ill 
my  hooka  in  general,    with  tta 
eaaca  theyaToin,tomyaaidcoQsiB 
Dolly  Hervej.    As  they  arenatw 
chosen  for  a  woman's  library,  1 
knowthal  she  will  takefhegri^rtM 
pleasuroin  them  (when  herfriend- 
ly  grief  is  mellowed  by  time  Into 
remembrance   more   sweet    thu 
painful)  because  they  were 


and  because  there  are 
t.ious  in  many  of  them  of  my  owo 
writing;  and  some  very  jtidirioue 
ones,  written  by  the  truly  re- 
verend Dr.  Lewen. 

I  also  bequeath  to  the 

young  lady   twenty-five  guineas 
for  a  ring,   to  be  worn  in 
membrnnceof  her  true  friend. 

If  I  live  not  to  see  my  worthy 
couain  William  Morden,  Esq.  I 
desire  my  humble  and  grateful 
thanks  may  be  given  to  him  for 
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bis  fiLvoiii'  and  goodness  to 
I    and     particularly     for    his 
deavours  to  reconcile  my  other 
frieuda  to  me,  at  a  time  when  I 
was  doubtful  whether  he  n 
forgive  me  himself.     As  be 

freat  circumataQces,  I  will  only 
eg  of  biin  to  accept  of  two  o 
three  trifles,  in  remembrance  of 
kinswoman  who  always  honoured 
Mm  as  much  as  he  loved  Iiht.  Par- 
ticularly, of  that  piece  of  dowers 
which  my  uncleRobert,hia  father, 
was  very  eitmest  to  obtain,  in 
order  t^   carry    it  ahi-oad  with 

I  desire  him  likewise  to  accept 
of  the  little  miniature  picture  set 
in  gold,  which  hia  worthy  father 
made  me  ait  for  to  the  futnouH  Ita- 
liau  masterwhom  he  brought  over 
with  btm ;  and  which  he  presented 
tome,  thati  might  bestow  it,  as 
he  was  pleased  to  say,  upon  the 
inau  whom  I  should  be  one  day 
moat  inclined  to  favour. 

To  the  same  gentlemau  I  also 
be<}ueath  my  rose  diamond  ring, 
which  was  a  present  from  his  good 
father  to  me;  and  will  be  the 
more  valuable  to  him  on  that  ac- 

I  humbly  request  Mrs.  Anna- 
bella  Howe,  the  mother  of  my 
dear  Miss  Howe,  to  accept  of  my 
respectful  thanks  for  all  her 
favours  and  goodness  to  me,  when 
I  wassofrequentlya  visilortoher 
beloved  daughter;  and  of  a  ring 
(if  twenty-five  guineas  price. 

My  picture  at  full  length,  which 
is  in  my  late  grandfather's  closet 
(excepted  in  an  article  above  from 
theliuiulfpiaturej)  drawnwhcul 


was  near  fourteen  years  of  ago; 
about  which  time  my  dear  Miss 
Howe  and  I  began  to  know,  to  dis- 
tinguish,  and  to  love  one  another 
^o  dearly  —  1  cannot  express  how 
dearly  —  I  becjueath  to  ftiat  sister 
of  my  heart;  of  whose  friendship, 
lis  well  in  adversity  as  prosperity, 
when  1  was  deprived  of  all  other 
comfort  and  comforters,  1  have 
had  such  instances,  as  that  oor 
love  can  only  be  exceeded  in  that 
atateof  perfection,  in  whichi  hope 
to  rejoice  with  her  hereafter,  to  all 
eternity. 

1  bequeath  also  to  the  same  dear 
friend  my  beat  diamond  ring, 
wbich,  with  other  jewels,  is  in  the 


also  all  Diy  finished  and  framed 
pieces  of  needle- work,  the  flower- 
piece  excepted,  which  1  have  al- 
ready bequeathed  to  my  cousin 
Morden. 

These  pieces  have  all  been 
taken  down,  aa  1  have  heard*; 
and  my  relatious  will  have  no 
heart  to  pat  them  up  again:  but  if 
my  good  mother  chooaea  to  keep 
back  any  one  piece  (the  above 
capital  piece,  as  it  is  called,  ex- 

:pted)  not  knowing  but  some 

me  hence  she  may  bear  the  sight 
of  it;  1  except  that  also  from  Uiis 
general  bequest,  and  direct  it  to 
be  presented  to  her. 

My  whole  length  picture  in  the 
Vandyke  taate**,  that  used  to 
hang  m  my  own  parlour,  aslwas 
permitted  to  call  it,  I  bequeath  to 
my  aunt  Hervoj',  except  my  mo- 
ther should  thmk  fit  to  keep  it 
lieraelf. 

*  Sn  VdL  IL  |^  ai.. 
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Mf  ii..zi7rjkL  -rZl  il*o  *cceTt  :.  Llrji.  >Eii»  Fazhj  Alsron .  Misi 
rr^  i^xi^:  «s*fth  cf  tt*  Tikl:^  if  BA^lRi-rilpi.  k=i  3f5s3  Cart- 
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I  r^-i^^i.  to  L*ij  BeKy  gain**af:riri=x. 
L% vr«rr.e^.  u^d  to  her  3Ut«r  Lady  ~  T?  xny  I&te  ac^d-serRuit  Han- 
yisirHkh  i*%A\*zr.  aad  to  the  n^t  nah  Bar%n.  an  bones:,  f&ithlol 
h^'/.'ionrftMe  the  Earl  of  31.  andto  creasGTP.  wfco  I>?T^ed  •!i^.  re- 
th'feir  worth V  n fec^  Mi* s  Chario tte  Tcrenced  mT '%.: : v-.  and  re&p<gcted 
a/j/1  MU?  yisktltis^  MoBta^r.  each  my  «■;>:=-.  and  never  sooght  to  do 
a/j  H:.ujn'z\('A  rinf^.  nith  a  cypher  any  thin^  unbecoming  of  her 
"  H44  f^.t^KT  ez7.  of  :h'i  T&:::^e.        character.  I  be^^ueath  the  sum  of 
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fifty  poimda,  to  be  paid  within 

month  after  m^  decease,  she 
labouring  under  ill  health;  and  if 
that  ill  health  continue,  1  cot 
mend  her  for  further  assistance  _  _ 
my  good  Mrs.  Norton  to  be  put 
upoum^  poor's  fund,  hereafter  to 
be  mentioned. 

To  the  coachman ,  groom,  and 
two  footmen,   and  five  maids 
Harlowe  Place,    I  bequeath  1 
pounds  each;  to  the  helper,  five 
pounds. 

To  my  siater's  maid  Betty 
Barnes,  I  bequeath  ten  pouada,  to 
shew  that  I  resent  not  lormer  dis- 
obligations;  which  I  believe  were 
owing  more  to  the  insolence  of  of- 
fice, and  to  natural  pertness ,  than 
to  personal  ill-will. 

All  my  wearing  apparel,  of 
whatever  sort,  that  I  have  not 
beenohliged  top&rtwttli,or  which 
ii  not  already  bequeathed,  (my 
lioen  eicepted)  J  desire  Mrs.  Ni 
ton  will  accept  of. 

The  trunks  and  boxes  in  which 
my  clothes  are  sealed  up,  1  desire 


may  not  be  opened, 
sence  of  Mrs.  Norton  (or  of 


one  deputed  by  her)  and  of  Mrs. 

To  the  worthy  Mrs,  Lovick 
above-mentioned,  from  whom  1 
have  received  great  civilities,  and 
even  maternal  kindnesses :  and  to 
Mrs,  Smith,  (with  whom  1  lodge) 
ironi  whom  also  I  have  received 
great  kindnesses ;  I  bequeath  all 
my  linen,  and  all  my  unsold  laces; 
to  be  divided  eaually  between 
J  them,  as  they  shall  agree:  or,  in 
I.Mwe  of  disagreement,  the  same  to 


be  sold,  and  the  money  arising  to 
be  equally  shared  by  them. 

And  X  bequeath  to  the  same 
two  good  women,  as  a  further 
token  of  my  thankful  acknow- 
ledgements of  their  kind  love  and 
compassionate  concern  for  mo, 
the  sum  of  twenty  guineas  each. 

To  Mr.  Smith,  the  husband  of 
Mrs.  Smith  above  named,  I  be- 
queath the  sum  of  ten  guineas,  in 
acknowledgement  of  his  civilities 

To  Katharine,  the  honest  maid- 
servant of  Mrs.  Smith,  to  whom 
(having  no  servant  of  my  own)  I 
have  Been  troublesome,  I  be- 
queath five  guineas;  and  ten  gui- 
neas more,  mtieu  of  asuitofmy 
wearing  -  apparel ,  which  once, 
with  some  linen,  I  thought  of 
leaving  to  her.  With  this  she 
may  purchase  what  may  be  more 
'■■'•ible  to  her  likingand  degree, 
1  the  honest  and  careful 
widow  AnneShelhume,  my  nurse, 
over  and  above  her  wa^es,  and 
the  customary  perquisites  that 
may  belong  to  her,  1  nequeath  the 
sum  of  ten  guineas.  Hers  is  a 
careful,  and  (to  persons  of  such 
humanity  and  tenderness)  a  me-  i 
lancholy  employment,  attended 
'—  the  latter  part  of  life  with  great 
itching  and  fatigue,  which  is 
hardly  ever  enough  considered. 
The  few  books  I  have  at  my 
resent  lodgings,  1  desire  Mrs. 
iDvick  to  accept  of:  and  that  she 


be  permitted,    if  she  please,   to 

r'  '  of  my  book  of  Medi- 

ated to  call  it;  being 


extracts  from  the  best  of  books!, 
which  she  seemed  to  approve  of. 


r 
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although  suited  p&rticularly  to 
my  own  case.  ^  for  tbe  book 
itself,  perhaps  my  good  Mrs.  Nor- 
ton will  be  elad  to  have  it,  aaitis 
mitten  with  my  own  hand. 

In  tbe  middle  drawer  of  mj 
eacritgire  at  Ilarlowe  Place,  are 
many  letters,  and  copies  of  letters, 
put  up  according  to  their  dates, 
which  I  have  written  or  received 
in  a  course  of  years  (ever  since  I 
learned  to  write)  from  and  to  my 
grandfather,  my  father  and  mo- 
ther, royuucles,  my  brother  and 
sister,  on  occasional  little  ab- 
sences; my  late  uncle  Morden, 
raj  cousin  Morden;  Mrs.  Norton, 
and  Miss  Howe,  and  other  of  my 
comiianioiiB  and  frieuds,  before 
my  confinement  at  my  father's: 
»s  alao  from  the  three  reverend 
gentlemen, Dr.  Blome.  Mr.  Arnold, 
ftud  Mr.  Tomkins  now  with  God, 
and  the  very  reverend  Dr.  Leweii, 
on  serious  subjects.  As  these  let- 
ters exhibit  a  correapondenoe  that 
no  person  of  my  se:  need  to  be 
ashamed  of,  allowing  for  the  time 
of  life  when  mine  were  written; 
and  aa  many  excellent  things  are 
contained  iu  tlioae  written  to  me; 
imd  as  Miss  Howe,  to  whom  most 
of  them  have  been  communicated, 
wished  formerly  to  have  them,  if 
ehe  Burvivedme:  for  thesereasona, 
I  bequeath  them  to  my  said  de^r 
fi-icna  Miss  Anna  Uowc ;  and  the 
rather,  aa  she  had  for  some  years 
past  a  very  conaiderable  share  in 
Qie  correspondence. 

I  do  hereby  make,  constitute, 
andordain,JohnBelford,of£dgc- 
ware,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
Esq. ;  the  sole  osecutor  of  this  my 


last  will  and  testament;  havinf 
previously  obtained  his  leave  w 
to  do.  1  have  given  the  reaaonf 
which  induced  me  to  ask  tl' 
gentleman  to  take  upon  him  tl 
trouble,  to  Misa  Howe.  I  tberfr 
fore  refer  to  her  on  this  subject 

Cut  I  do  most  eameBtly  beg  at 
bimthosaidMr.  Belford,  tbat,  is 
the  execution  of  this  trust,  bg 
win  (as  he  has  repeatedly  pro* 
mised)  atudioualy  endeavour  t?' 
promotii  peace  with,  and  Buppras 
resentments,  in  every  one;  ao  u 
that  all  further  mischiefs  may  bf 
prevented,  aawell/rom,  as  (o hit 
friend.  And  in  order  to  this,  I 
beseech  him  to  cultivate 
friendship  of  my  worthy  ooi 
Morden;  who,  as  I  presume  to 
hope,  (when  he  underatandaitto 
be  mydying  request)  will  (nvebi 
his  advice  and  asaiatance  m  ere., 
article  where  it  may  be  necessaiy; 
and  who  will  perhaps  be  so  good 
as  to  interpose  with  my  relab(Bu, 
if  any  difficulty  should  arise  ab<ntf 


soften  them  into  the  wished-fbt 
coudescenaion :  —  for  it  is  mf 
earnest  request  to  Mr,  Belfon^ 
that  he  will  uot  seek  by  law,  0 
by  any  sort  of  violence,  either  by  I 
word  or  deed,  to  extort  the  pei>  ■ 
fonnance  from  thetii.    If  there  ba  I 
aoy  articles  of  a  merely  domestiQ  f 
nature,   that  my  relations  a!  " 
think  unfit  to   be  carried  i 
execution;    such  articles  I  learS  I 
entirely  to  my  said  cousin  Morden  I 
and  Mr.  Belford  to  vary,  or  totally  I 
dispense  with,  as  they  shall  agrM  1 
upon  the  matter;  or,  if  they  two.  I 


bpiuion,  the;  will  be 
pleased  la  be  determiued  by  a 
third  pereon,  to  be  chosen  by 
them  both. 

naviDg  been  pressed  by  Misa 
Howe  and  her  mother,  to  collect 
the  particulaj'B  of  my  sad  story, 
nnd  given  espectatiou  that  I 
would,  in  order  to  do  my  character 
justice  with  all  my  iriends  and 
companions;  but  not  having  time 
before  me  for  the  pfiinlul  task,  it 
has  been  a  pleasore  to  me  to  find, 
by  extracts  kindly  communicated 
to  me  by  my  said  executor,  that  I 
may  safely  trust  my  famf  ■  -  ■"-  - 
justice  done  me  bj-Mr.  Li 
in  his  letters  to  him  my  said 
cutor.  And  an  Mr.  Belford 
engaged  to  contribute  what  1 
hts  poirer  towards  a,  compilement 
to  be  made  of  all  that  relate  to 
mj'  story,  and  knows  my  whole 
miud  In  this  respect,  it  ia  my  de- 
sire that  he  will  cause  two  c 
to  be  made  of  this  collection 
to  remain  with  Miss  Howe, 
other  with  himself;  and  that  he 
will  shew  or  lend  his  copy,  if  re- 

auired,  to  my  aunt  Hervey,  for 
le  satisfaction  of  any  of  my  fa- 
mily; bat  under  such  restrictions 
as  the  said  Mr.  Belford  shall  think 
fit  to  impose;  that  neither  any 
other  person's  safety  may  be  en- 
dangered, nor  his  own  honour 
Bnffer  by  the  communication. 

I  bequeath  to  my  said  executor 
the  snm  of  one  hundred  guineas, 
as  a  grateful  though  insufficient 
acknowledgment  ofthe  trouble  he 
will  be  at  id  the  execution  of  the 
trust  he  has  BO  kindly  undertaken. 
'.  desire  him  likewise  to  accept  of 
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twenty  guineas  for  a  ring;  and 
that  be  will  reimburse  himself  for 
all  the  charges  and  expenses 
which  he  shalfbe  at  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  trust. 

In  the  worthy  Dr.  H.  I  have 
found  a  physician,  a  father,  and 
a  friend.  1  beg  of  him,  as  a  testi- 
mony of  my  gratitude,  to  accept 
of  twenty  guineas  for  a  ring. 

I  have  the  same  obligations  to 
the  kind  and  skiliiil  Mr.  Goddard, 
who  attended  me  as  my  apothe- 
cary. His  very  moderate  bill  I 
have  discharged  down  to  yester- 
day. I  have  always  thought  it  in- 
cumbent upon  testators  to  shorten 
all  they  cau  the  trouble  of  their 
executors.  I  know  I  underrate 
the  value  of  Mr.  Goddard's  at- 
tendances, when  over  and  above 
what  may  accrue  from  yesterday, 
to  the  hour  that  will  linish  all,  t 
desire  fifteen  guineas  for  a  ring 
may  be  presented  to  him. 

To  the  reverend  Mr. ,  who 

frequently  attended  me,  and 
prayedby meinmy lastatages,  I 
also  bequeath  fifteen  guineas  for 

There  are  a  set  of  honest  in- 
digent people,  whom  I  used  to  call 
myponr,  and  to  whom  Mrs.  Norton 
conveys  relief  each  month  (or  at 
shorter  peiiodsl  in  proportion  to 
their  necessities,  from  a  sum  I 
deposited  in  her  bands,  and  from 
time  to  time  recruited ,  as  means 
accrued  to  me;  but  now  nearly 
if  not  wholly  expended ;  nnw, 
that  my  fauft  may  he  as  little 
aggravated  aa  possible,    by  the 
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relieve ;  and  aa  the  produce  of  my 
grandfather's  eatate  (including 
the  moiety  of  the  buibb  he  had  by 
him.  aua  was  pleased  to  give  roe 
at  his  death,  as  above- mentioned ) 
together  with  what  I  shall  further 
appropriate  to  the  same  us 
Buhaequent  articlea,  will,  aa  1 
hope,  more  than  answer  all  my 
legacies  and  bequests;  itisroy  will 
and  desire,  that  the  remainder, 
be  it  little  or  much ,  shall  become 
a  fund  to  be  appropriated,  and 
I  hereby  direct  that  it  be  appro- 
priated, to  the  hke  pnrposes  with 
the  aums  which  I  put  into  Mrs. 
Norton's  hands  as  aforesaid  — 
and  this  under  the  direction  and 
management  of  the  aaid  Mrs. 
Norton,  who  knows  my  whole 
mind  in  this  particular.  And  in 
caseof  her  death,  or  of  herdeaire 
to  be  acquitted  of  the  manage- 
ment thereof,  it  is  my  earnest  re- 
queat  to  my  dear  Miss  Howe,  that 
she  will  take  it  upon  herself,  and 
that  at  her  own  death  ahe  will 
tranafer  what  ahall  remain  undis- 
posed of  at  the  lime,  to  such  per- 
sons, and  with  such  limitations, 
reatrictions,  and  provisoes,  as  she 
shall  think  will  best  answer  my 
intention.  For,  as  to  the  manage- 
ment and  diatiibution  of  all  or 
anypartofit,  while  in  Mra.  Nor- 
ton'a  hands,  or  her  own;  I  will, 
that  it  be  entirely  discretional, 
and  without  account,  either  to  my 
executor,  orany  other  person. 

AlthoughMrs.  Norton, aa  I  have 
hinted,  knows  my  whole  mind  in 
tbia  respect;  yet  it  may  be  proper 
ention,  in  this  last  solemn 
that  mv  intention  ia,  that 


this  fund  be  entirely  set  aj. .___ 

appropriated  to  relieve  tempo- 
rarily, from  the  interest  thereof, 
(as  I  dare  say  it  will  be  pnt  out  to 
the  best  advantage)  or  evert  from 
the  principal,  if  need  be,  tha 
honeat,  industrioita ,  labonrinf 
poor  only:  when  aicknees,  lamb- 
neaa,  unforeaeen  losses,  or  othet- 
accidents ,  disable  them  fion< 
following  their  lawful  callings;  or 
to  assist  such  honest  people  at 
laree  families,  as  shall  have  k 
child  of  good  inclinatione  to  pnt 
out  to  service,  trade,  or  hus- 
bandry. 

It  haa'always  been  a  rule  witii 
me,  inmy  little  donations,  to  en- 
deavour to  aid  and  set  forward 
the  sober  and  induatrious  poor- 
Small  helpa,  if  aeasonably  asord- 
ed,  will  do  for  such;  and  so  the 
fund  may  bo  of  more  eitenstrs 
benefit;  an  ocean  of  wealth  will 
not  be  sufficient  for  the  idle  aod 
dissolute;  whom  therefore,  sinGB 
they  will  be  always  in  want, 
will  be  no  charity  to  relieve, 
worthier  creatures  woald,  by  te- 
heving  the  others,  be  deprived 
of  such  assistance  as  may  set  the 
wheels  of  their  industry  go' 
and  put  them  in  a  sphere  of  as 
action. 

But  it   is  my  eipress  will 
direction,  that  let  this  fund  c 
out  to  be  ever  so  considerable,  it 
shall  be  applied  only  in  anpnoit 
of  the  leniporary  exigencies  of  ths 
persona  I  have   described;    i 
that  no  one  family  or  person 
ceive  from  it,  at  oae  time  or 
year,  more  than  the  eum  of 
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Itismywill  and  desire,  that  the 
Bet  of  jewels  which  was  my  grand- 

Sotlier'a  and  preaented  to  me, 
onifterherdeath,bymrgrand- 
fathet,  be  valued;  and  the  worth 
of  them  paid  to  my  executor,  if 
any  of  my  family  choose  to  hiive 
them:  or  otherwise  that  they  be 
Bold,  audeoto  the  augmentation 
poor's  ftmd.  —  But  if  they 
'  ;emed  an  equivalent  for 
my  father  was  pleased 
to  advance  to  me  since  the  death 
of  my  grandfather,  I  desire  that 
they  may  he  given  up  to  him. 

I  piGsume,  that  the  diamond 
necklace,  solitaire,  ear-rings,  s 
bucklfH,  which  were  properly  ray 
own,  presented  by  my  mothers 
uncle  sir  Josias  Brookland,  will 
not  be  purchased  by  any  on 
my  family,  for  a  too  obvious 
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fer unripe  giape  aa  the  '• 
and  shall  cast  off  Ae,-  Hov^r^ 
the  olive.   'S 
15ut  if  I  am  to  be  interre** 
wn,    let  only   the    usual  t»»*' 
service  he  read  over  my  corpS*^" 
If  my  bodybe  permitted  tote  ^ 
neddowTi,  1  bequeath  ten  T,ot*^ 
to  be  given  to   the    poor  of 
parish,    at  the   discretion   of 
ehurehwardena,  within  a  fortt**- 
after  my  interment, 

^L^?^    necessary     matter 

omitted  va  this  my  will     or  if  * 

thing  appear  doubtful   or  coxa* 

dictory,   as  possibly   may  bet 

ise;    smce,   besidea   my  ine^^ 

ence  in  these  matters,  1  am  ix« 

t  this  time,  very  weak  anil 

1  having  put  off  the  finishine  ti« 

f  a  httlo  too  long ,   in  hopes  of  « 

-   taJning  the  last  forgivene3so:f^1 

i  case  I  desire,  that  honoured  friends;  in  which  <s; 
'they  Hay  be  sent  to  my  executor,  I  ahould  have  acknowledgeii 
and  tlat  he  will  dispose  of  them  j  favour  with  a  suitable  warmtla 
to  the  beat  advantage ;  and  apply  duty,  and  filled  up  some  bl*»,« 
^iemoney  totiieusesof  my  will,  whichlleft  to  the  very  last,*  S 
In  tke  beginniag  of  this  tediouai  more  agreeable  manner  to  wy-s. 
writinj,  I  referred  to  the  latter  than  nowl  have  been  eiiabfed 
partofit,  the  naming  of  the  sub- i  do  —  in  case  of  such  omiasii 
»Ct  cf  the  discourse  which  1  andimperFections,ldeairBtha.-t 
rWishec  might  be  delivered  at  my  |  cousin  Mordea  ■will  be  so  good  ^ 
iftineral,  if  permitted  to  be  interredl  join  with  Mr.  Eelford  in  consic 
Srith  my  ancestors.  I  think  the  ing  them,  and  in  comparing  t^l: 
Ibllowing  will  be  suitable  to  my  with  whati  have  more  eiplic 
""">   "hope  the  alteration  of  thelwritten;   and  if,   after  Oiat, 

ier  and  she  for  him  and  /le  doubt  remain,  that  the;?  wHl 
be  allowable. ^.IP'l?^,!^^^  ^i''^,.!:°„'^^!^^ 


'*LTt"notTer"'that  ia  deceivedlWho  knows  my  whole  heart: 
tnist  in   vanity;    for    vanity  I  deaue  that  the  constractii 
akalibeSer  recompense.    .Vfie  these  three  may  be  eatahl? 
slall  he  accomplished  beforeland  I  hereby    estabhah  it 
ft?)- time;  and  her  branch  shalli 
not  be  green.    .S'fe  shall  shake 
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vided  it  bo  unaDimoue,  aud  direct 
it  to  be  put  in  force,  as  if  I 
bad  BO  written  and  detennined 
myself. 

And  now,  0  my  blessed  Be- 
DEEMKR,  do  I,  with  a  livelj 
faith,  bumbly  lay  hold  of  thy 
meritoriouB  aeath  and  suffer- 
ings; hoping  to  be  waBbed 
clean  in  thy  precious  blood: 
from  all  my  sins:  in  the  bare 
hope   of   the    happy   conse- 

J Deuces  of  which,  how  light 
a  those  sufferings  seem 
(^ievouB  as  they  were  at  the 
time)  which  1  confidently 
truBt,  irill  be  a  means,  by  thy 
grace,  to  work  out  for  me  a 
more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  gloryl 

Clibibba  Hablows. 
Signed,  sealed,  published,  and 
declared,  the  day  and  year 
above- nritten,  by  the  said  Cla- 
rissa Harlowe,  as  her  last  will 
and  testament;  contained  in 
seven  sheets  of  paper,  all 
written  with  her  own  hand,  and 
evcTT  sheet  signed  aud  sealed 
by   herself,    in    the  presence 


that  every  article  o 
fiilfilled. 

They  were  all  extremely  Unehed 
with  the  preamble. 

The  first  words  of  the  wiD  — 
"I,  Clarissa  Harlowe,  now  bj 
strange  melancholy  accidratt, 
lodging^"  &c.  drew  tears  hdn 
some,  Bi^hs  from  all. 

The  directions  for  her  fineral, 
in  case  she  were  or  were  n>t  per- 
mitted to  be  carried  dowi;  the 
mention  of  her  orders  haTinebeen 

f^iven  for  the  manner  of  heiWig 
aid  oat,  and  the  presence  <f  nund 
BO  visible  througoout  the  whole, 
obtained  their  admiratioi,  ei- 
pressed  by  hands  and  eye>  lifted 
up,  and  by  falling  tears. 

When  I  read  the  dinctton, 
"that  her  body  waa  not  to  b« 
viewed,  except  any  of  her  rela- 
tions sbonld  vouchsafe  far  ie  but 
lime  to  look  upon  her;"  theiy  imned 
away,  and  turned  to  me,  tbeeor 
four  times  alternately.  Hi).  Her- 
vey  and  Miss  Arabella  stbbed; 
the  uncles  wiped  their  ey«;  the 
brother  looked  down;  the  ntbff 
wrung  his  handa. 


1  BATE  been  employed  in  a  most 
melancholy  task,  in  reading  the 
ivill  of  the  dear  deceased. 

Tke  unhappy  moth«>  »ndUn 


But  when  I  came  to  the  sddreM 
to  be  made  to  the  aceniBec  nan, 
"if  he  were  not  to  be  direrieil 
from  seeins  ktr  dead,  whon  odK 
before  he  nad  seen  in  a  nannn 
dead"—  execration,  andcithv 
vowB  or  wiahes  of  revenge,  Wei 
every  mouth. 


reneired,  when  they  c. 
read  her  forgiventiss  < 


m  our  first 

towD,  the 

the  foul 


Yon  remember,  air. 
reading  of  tbe  will  ii 
observations  1  made 
plaj  nbich  it  is  evident  the  excel- 
lent creatnre  met  with  from  this 
abandoned  man,  and  what  I  aaid 
Hpou  the  occasion.   I  am  not  used 


tempt  of  the  liulJtiiiff,  as  sb 
nobly  calls  it,  about  which  she  had 
been  giving  such  particular  direc- 
tions, to  wit  her  body;  and  hei 
apologizing  for  the  particularitj 
of  those  directions  from  tbe  cir- 
eumstances  she  was  in  —  had  tbe 
Barae.and  as  strong  an  effect  upon 
_. .  ,  when   I    first   read   the 

animated  paragraph;  and,  pointed 

.  liy  my  eye  (by  turns  cast  upon 
"them  all),  affected  tbem  all. 

When    the    article    was   read 

'  which  bei^neathed  to  the  fs.tber 
ithe  grandtather'a  estate,  and  the 
teason  assigned  for  it,  (so  ge- 
nerous and  so  dutiful)  the  father 
I, could  sit  no  longer;  but  withdrew, 
wiping  his  eyes,  and  lifting  up  bis 
^npread  hands  at  Mr.  James  Har- 

>Iowe;  who  rose  to  attend  him  to 

'  the  door,  as  Arabella  likei 
-  all  he  could  say  —  . 
ion!  —  0  girl!  girl!  —  as  if  he 

'^preached  tliera  for  the  parts 
*0iey  had  acted,  and  pat  him  upou 

But  yet. 


this   broth  I 

.tiiemsel' 

tants. 
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what  they  will,  Mr.  Belford,  the 
first  reading  a  will,  where  a  per- 
son dies  worth  any  thing  consider- 
able, generally  affords  a  true  test 
of  the  relationB'  love  to  the  de- 
ceased. 

The  clothes,  the  thirty  guineas 
for  mourning  to  Mrs.  Norton,  with 
the  recommendation  of  tbe  good 
woman  for  housekeeper  at  Ok 
Gr'iiie,  were  thought  sufficient, 
had  the  article  of  6fflV.  which  was 
called  monstrous,  been  omitted. 
Some  other  passages  in  the  will 
were  called  flighls,  and  nucA  lehm- 
iies  as  diatinguiak  people  ofanagi- 
naiitm  from  those  of  judgment. 

My  cousin  Dolly  Hervey  was 
erudged  the  library.  Miss  Har- 
lowe  said,  that  as  she  and  her 
sister  never  bought  the  name 
books,  she  would  take  that  to  her- 
self, and  would  male  il  up  to  her 
cousin  Dolly  one  way  or  vlher. 

I  intend,  Mr,  Belford,  to  save 
you  tbe  trouble  of  interposing 
—  the  library  stall  be  my  consin 
Dolly's. 

Mrs.  Hervey  could  hardly  keep 
her  seat.  On  ihii  occasion,  how- 
ever, she  only  said,  that  her  late 
dear  and  ecer  dear  niece  was  loo 
good  to  her  and  hern.  But,  al  an- 
olhei-  lime,  she  declared  with  teaft; 
that  she  could  not  forgive  herself 
for  a  letterahewrofe,*  looking  at 
Miaa  Arabella,  frhom,  it  seema, 
unkuonrn  to  any  body,  she  had 
consulted  before  she  wrote  it,  and 
which,  she  said,  must  have 
wounded  a  spirit,  that  now,  she 
saw,  had  beentoo  deeply  wounded 
before. 


)  blcBsed    with  a   mind  like  bei 

e 
tbought  thftt  the  dear  creature      The  600i.  bequeathed  Ifl  Mm. 
had  been  Buchspeiiitent?  Norton,  the  library  to  Miss  He^ 

Mr.  John  and  Mr.  Antony  Har-  ^^7'  ^^  ^^  remembrMiQeB  to 
lowe  were  ao  much  affected  with  Misa  Howe,  were  not  the  only 
the  articlea  in  their  favour  (be-  articles  grudeed.  Yet  to  what 
queathed  to  them  without  a  word  purpose  did  tliey  regret  the  pfr 
or  hint  of  reproach  or  recrimina- '  ouniary  bequests,  whea  the  poon 
tion)  that  they  broke  out  into  self- 1  {"id, 


1 


,  .,„„ui...^j  U.V-...™.. ....... i=<..i-,--  ^       i  not  themselves,  in 

accusations;  and  lamented,  that  b^ve    had  the_  benefit,   had  not 
their  sweet  niece,  as  they  called 


they 
'eall 


thoae  legacies  been  bequeathed? 
But  enough  pajsed  to  conviiwe 
me.that  my  cousin  was  absolntelj 
rigotin  her  choice  of  aaexeoDtor 
out  of  the  family.  Hadshecho^oi 
one  in  it,  [daresay,  that  her  will 
would  have  been  no  more  re- 
garded than  if  it  had  been  the  will 
of  a  dead  king;  than  that  of 
Louis  XIY.  in  particular;  so 
flagrantly  broken  through  b  j  his 
nephew  the  Duke  of  Orleaiis  be- 
fore be  was  cold.  The  only  will 
of  that  monarch,  perhaps,  which 
was  ever  disputed. 
.^.  ..u«*|  But  little  does  Mr.  Jame3Ha^ 
effectual  lowe  think,  that  while  he  ia  giup- 
.,..»,.» :'„'l  ins;  at  hundreds,  he  will,  moat  pro- 
bably, lose  thousauda,  if  be  be 
my  survivor.  A  man  of  a  spirit, 
so  selfish  and  narrow  sball  DOlbe ,' 

You  will  better 


grate 
■III  auiuown-ugmciit  auu  returns. 
And  indeed  tbe  mutual  upbraid- 
ingsandgrief  of  all  present,  upon 
those  articles  in  which  every  one 
was  remembered  for  good,  so 
often  interrupted  me,  that  the 
reading  took  up  above  six  hours. 
But  curses  upon  the  accuraed  man 
were  a  refuge  to  which  they  often 
resorted,  to  exonerate  them- 
selves, 

Uow  wounding  a  thing,  Mr, 
Belford,  is  a.  generoua  and  well 
distinguiahed  forgiveness!   Wbatj 

revenge  can  br  -  ~ 

and  more  noble, 

tended,  and  were  it  wished  to 
strike  rcmorae  into  a  guilty  or  on- 
gratefut  heart!  But  my  dear 
cousin's  motives  were  all  duty  and 
love.  She  seems  indeed  to  have, 
been,  as  much  as  mortal  could  be,  i  Belford ,  than  I  c. 
LovK  itaelf.  Lo^e  sublimed  by  a  much  they  were  touched  i 
purity,  by  a  true  delicacy,  thatrhint,  that  the  dear  crealui 
hardly  any  woman  before  het,  been  obliged  to  part  with  8( 
could  boast  of.  0  Mr,  Belford.,  her  clothes. 
wbatan  example  would  she  have  SitentreproachseiEedereqrcn*! 
given  in  every  station  of  life  ,as  of  them,  whenlcame  totbapM-  I 
"■i/c,  mother,  mistress,  friend)  sage  whereahementioas,  thatelK  I 
,  iiud  iier  Jet  iaUen,  oj^ou  «  maav^nna^GUia^ae  m       "  "'"  '"" 


hopes  of  receiving  tbeir  last  bless- 
ing and  forgiveness. 

I  will  onlj  add ,  that  they  could 
not  bear  to  hear  read  the  concind-, 
tug  part,  so  solenmly  addressed  to 
Iter  Redeemer.  The}'  all  aroae 
from  their  seats,  and  crowded  out 
of  the  apartment  we  were  is ;  and 
"len,  as  I  afterwards  found,  sepa- 

ited,  in  order  to  seek  that  con- 
solation in  Bolitarj  retiremeat, 
irhich,  thoug;fa  they  could  not  hope 
for  from  their  own  reflections,  jet, 
At  the  time,  they  had  less  reason 
1^0  expect  in  each  other's  company, 
J  am,  sm, 

Your  faithful  and  obedient 
serrant, 

Wm.  Mohdem. 


kr.B 
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ville  all  countries  are  alike;  and 
thej  perhaps  will  accompan;^  him. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  that  he  is  in  a 
ay  of  recovery:  but  this  tfie 
rather  induces  me  to  press  the 
matter.  And  I  think  no  time  should 

Your  lordship  has  heard,  thati 
have  the  honour  to  be  the  executor 
of  this  admirable  lady's  last  will. 
1  transcribe  from  it  the  following 


tiie  late  excellent  Miss  Clarissa 
ffiarlowe  will  be  attended  with 
fflirther  bad  consequences,  not- 
withstanding her  dying  inj  unc  ti  ons 
to  the  contrary.  I  would  therefore 
^mbly  propose,  that  your  lord- 
'"'"  md  hia  other  relations,  will 
d  the  purpose  your  nephew 
atcl;^  had  to  go  abroad;  where  I 
mpe  he  will  stay  till  all  ia  blown 
"  "  ,she  will  not  stir,  if  be 
rue  motives  of  your 
wishes,  the  avowed  inducement, as 
tl  hinted  once  to  Mr.  Mowbray, 
nay  be  such  as  reapecta  hia  own 
tealth  both  of  person  and  mind. 
To  Mr.  Mowbray  and  Mr.  Tour- 


CS 


He  then  transcribes  the  article  which 
to  gratefully  mentions  Ihtt  noMe- 
man  anil  Ike  ladies  of  his  famUy, 
in  relation  to  the  rings  she  oe- 
qveatha  them ,  about  which  he  de- 
sires their  cummands. 

LETTEH  OSniS. 


Mv  lord  having  the  goat  in  his 
right  hand,  his  lordship,  andLady 
Sarah,  and  Lady_  Betty,  have  com- 
manded me  to  inform  you,  that 
before  your  letter  came,  Mr.Love- 
lace  was  preparing  for  a  foreign 
tour.  We  shall  endeavour  to 
haaten  him  away  on  the  motives 
you  suggest. 

We  are  alt  extremely  affected 
with  the  dear  lady'a  death.  Lady 
Betty  and  Lady  ^arah  have  been 
indisposed  ever  sinca  the;  heard 
of  it.  They  had  pleased  them- 
selves, as  had  my  sister  and  self, 
with  the  hopes  of  cultivating  her 
acquaintance  and  friendship  after 
he  was  gone  abroad,  upon  her  own 
terms.  Her  kind  remembrance  of 
each  of  vt  ba»  veaisv'iA. ,  ■Ooraw^'-*- 
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could  Dot  Leigbteu,  our  regreti 
for  BO  irreparable  u  Ions.  We  shall 
order  Mr.  Finch,  our  goldsmith,  to 
wait  on  you.  He  has  our  direc- 
tiona  about  the  rings.  They  will 
be  loag,  long  worn  in  memory  of 
the  dear  testatrix. 

Every  body  is  assured,  that  you 
will  do  aU  in  your  power  to  pre- 
vent farther  ill  consequences  from 
this  melancholy  affair.  My  lord 
desires  his  coniplimeuts  to  you. 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Cb.  Mostagde. 


\ 


This  collection  having  ma  into 
a  much  ^'eater  length  than  was 
wished,  it  is  thought  proper  to 
omit  several  letters  that  passed 
botwecD  Col.  Morden,  Mi<isUowe, 
Mr.  BeUord,  and  Mr.  Hickman,  in 
relation  to  the  esecution  of  the 
lady's  will,  &c. 

It  is  however  necessary  to  oV 
s<?rve  on  this  subject,  that  the  un- 
happy mother,  being  supported  by 
the  two  uncles,  influenced  the 
afflicted  father  to  overrule  ail  his 
sou's  objections,  nud  to  direct  a 
literal  observation  ofthewill-  and 
at  the  same  time  to  give  up  all  the 
sums  which  he  was  empowered  by 
it  to  reimburse  himself;  as  also  to 
take  upon  himself  to  defray  the 
^ncral  eipcnses . 

Mr.  Belford  so  mucb  obliged 
Miss   Howe    by    bis  steadiness^ 
equity,  and  dispatch,  and  bj  his 
n>ndine>s    lo   contrilnite   to"  the  of 
dIrectMt  colWUiui.  that  she  volon- ' 


tative  of  her  beloved  friend.  In 
thccoursGof which,  becommuni- 
cated  to  her  (in  confidence)  the 
letters  which  passed  betweenhtm 
and  Mr.  Lovelace,  and,  by  Colonel 
Mordcn's  consent,  those  which 
passed  between  that  gentleman 
and  himself. 

Ue  sent  with  the  first  parcel  of 
letters  which  he  had  transcribed 
out  of  short  hand  for  Ittiaa  Howe,  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Hickman,  dated  the 
IGth  of  September,  in  wluch  he 
expresses  himself  as  follows : 

"  But  I  ought,  sir,ia  this  pared, 
to  have  kept  out  one  letter.  It  i* 
that  which  relates  to  the  interriew 
between  yoorself  and  Mr.  Love- 
lace, at  Mr.  Dormer's.*  In  wfaioli 
Mr.  Lovelace  treata  you  with  an 
air  of  levity,  which  neither  yoar 
person ,  your  character ,  aor  TOOT 
commission  deserved;  but  inuck 
was  his  iisfjai  wag  oflrvatrngtitft 
one  ickose  businesshetcasnot phaM 
tnlk.  I  hope,  sir,  yon  have  tH 
much  greatness  of  mind  to  bidh^ 
turbed  at  the  contents  of  this  letter, 
shonld  Miss  Howe  commiiniGate 
them  to  you;  and  the  rather,  vit 
is  impossible  that  youahonldsttfo  I 
with  her  on  that  account" 

Mr.  Belford   then   en 
Lovelace,  as  a  goodnatured  m 


stanceaof  his  still  greater  fri 

with  himself. 

To  this  Mr.  Hickman  anmreni 

in  his  letter  of  the  18th: 

'  As  to  Mr.  Lovelace's  treatmnit 
me  in  the  letter  you  are  nl 
mention,  '    '    "       -  ' 


huity  euterpd  into  &  con^ptm-  ceraed  at  it,  wbaterer  it 


<*■»*.  «i- 
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weut  to  him  prepared  to  expect 
odd  behaviour  from  him ;  and  was 
not  dieappointed.  1  argue  to  my- 
Belf,  in  ml  aiich  caaea  aa  this,  as 
MisE  Howe,  from  her  ever-dear 
frieod,  argues;  dial  ifOte  reflectiima 
lhrownutKiinneB.reja»t,Jougklnul 
onlg  lo  forgive  Ihem,  bul endeavour 
to  profit  by  them:  if  unjust,  that  I 
ovghl  lod^paelhem,andlherefleclfir 
(nil,  since  it  icnuld  be  iaexcuseable  tv 
strmglken  by  aa^r  an  enemy  mho^ 
malicemightbedisartnedbuconteTapL 
And,  moreover,!  ahould  be aJmoat 


he  treated,  a  lady,  who  was  au 
ornament  to  her  sex,  and  tohuman 
nature. 

"Ithankjou,  however,  air,  for 
your  conaideration  for  me  in  this 

Crticular,  and  for  your  whole 
Cer,  which  gives  me  bo  desirable 
■a  instance  of  the  friendship 
which  you  assured  me  of,  when  I 
was  laat  in  town;  and  which  I  as 


MiasHowe,  in  hers  of  the  20th, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
lettei's  and  papers,  and  legacies, 
sent  with  Mr.  Belford'a  letter  to 
Ml*.  Hickman,  assures  him,  ''that 
SO  use  shall  be  made  of  his  com- 
ipunications,  but  what  he  shall 

jprove  of." 

He  bad  mentiaued  with  com- 
saseion  the  distresses  of  the  Har- 
^Owe family  — ' 'Persons of  a pUiful 
'"''  'e,  says  she,  moi/ pity  them.  I 
ot  one  of  tboae.  You  I  think, 
pity  the  infernal  man  likewise; 
while], from  my  heart,  grudge  hira 
^s  phrenay,  because  it  deprives 


bim  of  that  remorse,  which,  1 
hope,  on  his  recovery,  will  never 
leave  him.  At  timeB,sir,letme  tell 
vou,  that  I  hate  your  whole  sex  for 
his  sake ;  even  men  of  nnblameable 
characters,  whom  at  those  times  I 
connot  but  look  upou  as  persons  I 
have  not  yet  found  out. 

"If  my  dear  creature's  personal 

J'swels  be  sent  up  to  you  for  sale, 
desire  that  I  may  be  the  pur- 
chaser of  them,  at  the  ^Ai^fl  price 
—  of  the  necklace  and  soUtaire 
particularly. 

"0  what  tears  did  the  perusal 
of  my  beloved's  will  cost  me!  — 
Dut  I  must  not  touch  upon  the 
heart-piercing  subject.  1  can 
neithertakeitup,  nor  quit  it,  but 
with  execration  of  the  man  whom 
all  the  world  must  execrate." 

Mr.  Belford,  in  his  answer,  pro- 
mises, that  she  shall  be  the  pur- 
chaaer  of  the  jewels,  if  they  come 
into  bis  bands. 

He  acquaints  her,  that  the  fa- 
mily had  given  Col.  Morden  the 
keys  of  all  that  belonged  to  the 
dear  departed:  that  the  unhappy 
motbor  had  (as  the  will  allows) 
ordered  a  piece  of  needlework  to 
be  set  aside  for  her,  and  had 
desired  Mrs,  Norton  to  get  the 
little  book  of  meditaliofix  tran- 
scribed, and  to  let  her  have  the 
original,  as  it  waa  all  of  her  dear 
daughter's  hand-writing;  and  as 
it  might,  when  she  could  bear  to 
look  into  it,  adminiater  consolation 
to  herself.  And  that  she  had  like- 
wise reserved  for  herself  her  pic- 
ture in  the  Vandyke  taste, 

Mr.  Belford  sends  with  this  letter 
to  Miss  Howe  the  lady's  mftoa- 


r 


I 


I 
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random  book;  and  promises  to 
send  her  copies  of  the  several 
posthnmouB  letters.  He  tells  her 
that  Mr.  Lovelace  being  upon  the 
recovery,  he  had  incloBod  the 
pOBthumouB  letter,  directed  for 
faim  to  Lord  M.  that  his  lordship 
might  give  it  to  biui,  or  not,  aahe 
should  find  he  could  bear  it.  The 
foHowiagis  a  copy  of  that  letter. 


Thuradoy,  Aag. 

I  TOLD  you ,  in  the  letter  I  wrote 
to  you  on  Tuesday  lust,*  that 
should  have  another  sent  you  w 
I  had  got  to  my  Father's  hoiine. 

I  presume  to  siiy,  that  I  am  /s 
at  your  receiving  of  this,  arrived 
there;  and  I  invite  you  to  follow 
me  as  soon  as  you  can  be  prepared 
for  BO  great  a  j  oumey. 

Not  to  allegorize  farther  —  my 
fate  is  now,  at  your  perusal  of  this, 
accomplished.  My  doom  ia  un- 
alterably iwed:  and  I  am  either  a 
miserable  or  happy  being  to  all 
eternity,  lihoppy.  loweitsolely 
to  the  divine  mercy;  if  mlsei 


to  your  undeserved  ci  _, 
consider  now,  for  yom.  _ 
cruel,   flatteriDKjX 

consider,  vrhem^ 

barous  and  perSdior 

have  met  with    from  ;, , 

worthy  the  hazard  of  your  id 
talsoul;  since  your  wicked  vi 

are  not  to  be  effected  bnt  by  tlit-| 

ilful  breach  of  the  a 

)ws  that  ever  were  made  bymaniifl 
and  those  aided  by  a  violence  aott  | 
baseness  unworthy  of  t 


time  then,  once  more,  1  wish  I 
you  to  consider  your  ways.    Yollr| 
[olden   dream  cannot  Iohj 
four  present  course  can  _, . 
you  pleasure  no  longer  than  J<i*m 
cankeepofFthonght  orreflectKmi   f 
A  hardened  insensibility   is  the 
only  foundation  on  which  your  in- 
ward tranquillity  is  built,      Wlien    i 
nee  a  dangerous  sickness  aeizca 
ou;  when  once  effectual  remorM 
ireaks  in  upon  yoo ;  how  dreadjul 
?ill  be  your  condition]  HowpoV 
a  triumph  will  you  then  find  it,  t» 
have  been  able,   by  a  series  of 
black  perjuries,  and  studied  baas' 
nesB,  under  the  name  of  gallantly 
or  intrigue,  to  betray  poor  a  " " 
perienced  young  creatures, 
perhaps  knew  nothing  but  t 

duty  till  they  knew  youl  — 

one  good  action  in  the  hour  of 
languishing  to  recollect,  not  one 
worthy  intention  to  revolve,  il 
will  be  all  reproach  and  horror); 
and  you  will  wish  to  have  it  in 
your  power  to  compound  for  an- 
nihilation. 

Beflect,  sir,  that  lean  have  n« 
I  other  motive  in  what  1  write  tt 
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ir  good,  and  the  safety  of  other 
oeent  creatures,  who  may  be 
drawn  id  bj  your  wicked  arts  and 
periurieB.  You  have  not,  in  my 
wiailieB  for  your  future  welfare, 
the  wiabea  of  a  suppliant  wife, 
endeavouring  for  hev  ovm  sake,  as 
-well  as  for  yours,  to  induce  yon  to 
reform  those  ways.  They  are 
wholly  as  disinterested  as  nnds- 
serred.  But  1  should  mistrust  my 
own  penitence,  were  1  capable  of 
wishing  to  recompense  evil  for 
evil  —  if,  black  as  your  offences 
have  been  against  me,  I  could  not 
forgive,  as  1  wish  to  be  forgiven. 

I  repeat,  therefore,  that  1  do 
forgive  Ton.      And  may  the  Al- 
mighty forgive  you  too!  Nor  have 
l,atttiewrit)Dgof  this,  any  other 
essential  reerets  than  what  are 
occasioned  by   the   grief  I  have 
given  to  parents ,  who ,  till  1  knew 
you,  were  the  most  indulgent  of 
I    parents',  by  the  scandal  given  to 
the  other  branches  of  my  family ; 
'   by  the  disreputation  brought  upon 
^  nysex;  and  by  the  offence  given 
I  to  virtue  in  my  fall. 
'        Ah  to  myself,    you  have  only 
robbed   me   of  what  once  were 
my  favourite  eipectations  in  the 
transient  life  I  shall  have  quitted 
when  you  receive  this.    You  have 
only  been  the  cause  that  1  have 
.  beencutoffin thebloomofyouth, 
Land  of  cartailing  a  life,  that  might 
I'.liavB  been  agreeable  to  myself,  or 
^Uherwise,  as  had  suited  the  de- 
ngns  and  ends  of  Providence.     I 
liave  reason  to  be  thankful,  for 
vlleing  taken  away  from  the  evil 
■~f  supporting  my  part  of  a  yoke 
J... . '-iUonly 


say,  that,  in  all  probability,  every 
hour  I  had  lived  with  him  might 
have  brought  with  it  some  new 
trouble.  AndIam(indeedthrough 
sharp  afflictions  and  distresses) 
indebted  to  you,  secondarily,  as  I 
humbly  presume  to  hope,  for  so 
many  years  of  glory,  as  might 
have  proved  years  of  danger, 
temptation,  and  anguish, had  £ey 
been  added  to  my  mortal  life. 

So,  til,  though  no  thanks  to 
your  inlerttioii ,  you  have  done  me 
realservke;  and  in  return,  Iwish 
you  happv.  But  such  has  been 
your  life  hitherto,  that  you  can 
have  no  time  to  lose  in  setting 
about  your  repentance,  Eepent- 
atice  to  such  as  have  lived  only 
carelessly,  and  in  the  omission  of 
their  re^lar  duties,  and  who 
□ever  aimed  to  draw  auy  poor 
creatures  into  evil ,  is  not  so  easy 
a  task,  nor  so  much  in  our  own 
power,  as  some  imagine.  How 
difBcult  a  grace  tlien  to  be  ob- 
tained, where  the  guilt  is  preme- 
ditated, wilful,  and  complicated! 

To  say  I  once  respected  you 
with  a  preference,  is  what  I  ought 
to  blush  to  own ,  since,  at  the  very 
time,  I  was  farfrom  thinkinKyou 
eveaamoralman;  though Ilittle 
thought  that  you,  or  inaeed  any 
man  Dreathing,  could  be  —  what 

gju  have  proved  yourself  to  be. 
ut  indeed,  sir,  I  have  long  been 


r 
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on  ignoble  motivee.     Foi'  1  tras 
wenk  enough,  andproaumptm 
enough,  tohope  to  6e  a  menns, 
the  Eand  of  ProTidence,   to 
ctaim  a  man,    whom  1  thought 
worthy  of  the  attempt, 

Norhavelyet,  aa  you  will 
by  the  paiua  I  take.on  this  solemn 
occaaion,  to  awaken  you  out  of 
your  xensual  dream,   given  over 
all  hopes  of  this  nature. 

Hear  me,  therefore,  0  Love- 
lace! as  one  apeafcing  from  the 
dead  —  lose  no  time  —  set  about 
your  repentance  inatantly  —  be 
no  longer  the  instrument  of  Satan, 
to  draw  poor  souls  into  thoae  suh- 


tile   I 


Wangle   you 
';  to  muUip] 


.      .  .   shall 
I  feet.     Seek 


lay  say,  of  the  divine  meruy 
to  forgive;  aiaaa  Juatire ,  no  less 
than  raertj,  is  an  attribute  of  the 

.nd  reform ,  when  y( 
read  what  is  Ike  portion  of  l 
wicked  muit  from  God.  Thus  it 
written :  — 

"  The  triumphing  of  the  wicked 
is  short,  and  thejoy  of  the  hypo- 
crite but  for  a  moment.  He  is 
caat  into  a  net  by  his  own  fei 
he  waUceth  upon  a  snare.  Terrors 
shall  make  him  afraid  on  every 
side,  and  shall  drive  him  to  his 
feet.  His  strength  shall  behungf 
bitten,  and  destruction  shalf 
ready  at  his  side.  The  first-bom 
of  death  shall  devour  hisstrength. 
Uia  remembrance  shall  perish 
from  the  earth:  and  be  shall  have  j 

le  streets.     He  shall 

1  chased  out  of  the  world.    Ho 


(iball  have  neither  son  nor  nephew 
among  his  people.  Tbey  that 
bavesecnhimshallaay,  where' 
heV  He  shall  fly  away  as 
dream:  he  shall  be  chased  away 
as  a.  vision  of  the  uigbt.  His  meat 
is  the  gall  of  asps  within  bim,  Hs 
shall  flee  from  the  iron  weapon, 
and  the  how  of  steel  shall  siriks 
him  through.  A  fire  not  blows 
shall  consume  him.  The  heaven 
ebatl  reveal  bis  iniquity,  and  the 


him.      He  shall  be 

membered.  —  This  is  the  fate  of 

him  that  knoweth  not  God.' 

Whenever  you  shall  be  inclined 
to  consult  the  sacred  oracles, 
&om  whence  the  ul^re  threateo* 
ings  are  extracted,  you  will  find 
doctrines  and  texts  which  a  truly 
penitent  and  contrite  heart  may 
lay  bold  of  for  its  consolation. 

May  yours,  Mr.  Lovelace,  be- 
come such!  And  may  you  be 
enabled  to  escape  the  mte  de- 
nounced against  the  abandoned 
man,  and  be  entitled  to  tho 
mercies  of  a  long-suffering  and 
gracious  God ,  is  the  sinCBia 
prayer  of 

Clarissa  Hablovib. 


M.  HbU,  Thnta.1»r,  Sept.  It. 

EvEH  since  the  fatal  seventh 
this  month,  I  have  been  lost  b> 
myself  and  to  all  thejoyao 

1  might  have  gone  farther 

than  that  fatal  seventh;   which, 
fortheftitui^,  IwiU  never  SI 
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niTcraarily  revolve  but  in  sables:  head  Btrangely  workiug  again  — 
oiij  till  that  curaed  day  I  had  pen, begone! 
laome  gleams  of  hope  now-and-'  Fridny,  s?pt.  is. 

then  darting  in  upon  me.  I      I  beslthk  ,  in  a  sprightly  vein ,  I 

'     They  telT  me  of  an  odd  letter  I  hope  —  Mowbray  and  Tourville 
,WTote  toyou.*     I  remember  I  did,  have  just  now  — 

■  write.     But  very  little  of  the  con- j      But    what    of   Mowbray    and 
tenta  of  what  I  wrote,   do  1  re-  Tourville!  —  What's  the  worldV 

ember.  I  —  What's  any  body  iu  it?  — 

I  have  been  in  a  cursed  way.  Yettheyarehighlvexaaperated 
Methinka  Bometiing  has  been  against  thee,  for  the  last  letter 
worliing  strangely  retributive.  _  I  thou  wrotest  to  them*  — auchan 
never  was  such  a.  fool  as  to  dis-lunfrieDdly,  such  a  merciless  ^ — 
believe  a  Providence;  yet  am  li  But  it  won't  do!  Imust  again 
Bot  for  resolving  into  judgments  lay  down  my  pen.  —  0  Belftrd! 
every  thing  that  seems  to  wear  —  Belford!  — Iamstill,IamstiU 
.«a  avenging  face.  Yetifwemust  moat  miserably  absent  from  my- 
bo  punished  either  here  or  here-  self!  shall  never,  never  more  he 

■  after  for  our  misdeeds,  better  Aere,  what  I  was! 

'■ay  I,  than  hereafter.     Have  I  not  »      *      # 

(then    an    interest   to   think    myl      Satueda(,     Sunday,     nothing 


jpunishment  alrej 


done.     Incapable  of  any  thing. 


ladv  not  only  be-  , 
ted;  since  what  I 
suffered,     and    do    suffer,  uondiiy,  Sept.  is. 

passes  all  description.  Hgavt,    d^nably   heavy   and 

To  give  but  oneinstaneeof  the  sick  at  soul,  by  Jupiter!  Imost 
relnViud'ue  — here  I ,  who  was  the  come  into  their  expedient.  I 
'.'barbarous  cause  of  the  loss  of  must  see  what  change  of  climate 
'Senses  for  a  week  together  to  the  will  do. 

I  most  inimitable  of  women,  have  You  tell  these  fellows,  andyou 
n  punished  with  the  loss  of  my  [tell  me,  of  repenting  and  reform- 
i  —  preparative  to  ^  whoiing:  but  loando  neither.  He  who 
inows  to  what'?  —  When, Owheu,  can,  must  not  have  the  exlmctimt 
ahftUIknowajoyful  hourV  ofa  Clarissa  Harlowe  to  answer 

1  am  kept eiceasively low ;  and|for.  —  Harlowe!  —  Curse  upon 
Bicessively  low  lam.  This  sweet' the  name!  —  And  curse  upon  my- 
neature's  posthumous  letter  sticks  self  for  not  changing  it,  as  1 
close  to  me.    All  her  excellencies  might  have  done!  —  Yet  nave  I 

Vrise  up  hourly  to   my  remem-  no  need  of  urging  a  curse  upon 
brancc.  myself —  I  have  it  effectually. 

Yet  dare  I  not  indulge  in  these      "To  say  I  once  respected  you 
melancholy  reflections.    I  find  my  I  with  a  prderence  ,"•*  —  In  what 
•  T  h  1b  1  oiler  ■pnwi"  ""» 
"  8m  p.  888.,     - 


^.iC^-** 


^    lUU 


ri.    JIT 


i-i.  a  ^ 


■  fi 


Tr-  •i.-.-t      ^^ 


:^__^    ^. 


tfr  ^.3jr    :  "^-s   «cr*2  i 
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inEenaibili^"  tliou  chargcaC  upon 
me.  —  "Remorbe  has  broken 
upoD  me.  —  Dreadful  i>  mv  cc 
dition;  —  it  is  all  reproach  and 
horror  with  me!"  —  A  thousand 
vultures  in  turn  are  jireying  upou 
my  he  art  1 

But  uo  more  of  these  fruitier 
ri'Sections —  since  I  am  incapable 
iif  writing  any  thing  eUe ;  since  my 
pen  will  slide  into  this  gloomy 
subject,  whether  I  will  oi  not:  1 
will  once  more  quit  it;  nor  will  1 
again  resume  it ,  till  I  can  be  more 
lis  inasUr  and  my  own. 

All  1  took  pen  to  write  for  is 
however  unwntten.  It  was,  in  few 
words,  towishyouto  proceed  with 
your  communicationa ,  as  ueual. 
And  why  should  you  not? — Since, 
in  her  ever-to-be-lamented  death, 
I  know  every  thing  shocking  and 
grievous  —  acquaint  me,  then, 
with  all  thou  knowest,  which  I  do 
nil/ know;  how  her  relations,  her 
cruel  relatioDH,  take  it;  and  whe- 
ther now,the  barbed  dart  of  after- 
reflection  stickenot  in  theirhearts, 
aainmine,upto  the  very  feathers. 

I  WILL  soon  quit  this  kingdom. 
For  now  my  Clariasa  ie  no  more, 
what  is  there  in  it  (in  the  world 
indeed)  worth  living  for?  —  But 
shall  I  not  first,  by  some  masterly 
loiachief ,  avenge  her  and  myself 
upon  her  cursed  family  V 

The  accursed  woman',  tbey  tell 
me,  has  broken  hei  teg.  Why 
was  it  not  her  neck?  —  All,  all, 
but  what  is  owing  to  her  relutiona, 
istbe  fault  of  that  woman,  aadofi 
ter liell-bom uywphs.  The ijiealKr' 
''       '  Ike  nobler  the  Iriuiii2>li,\ 
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was  a  sentence  for  ever  in  thetr 
mouths.  —  I  have  had  it  several 
times  in  my  head  to  set  fire  to  the 
execrable  house;  and  to  watch 
at  the  doors  and  windows,  that  not 
a  devil  in  it  escape  the  consuming 
fiames.  Had  the  house  stood  by 
itself,  1  had  certaiuly  done  it. 

But,  it  seems,  the  old  wretch  is 
in  the  way  to  bo  rewarded,  with- 
out mf  help.  A  shocking  letter 
■~  -eceived  of  somebody's,  m  rela- 

n  to  her  —  yours,  1  suppose  — 
loo  shocking  for  me,  they  say,  to 

eat  present.* 

They  govern  me  as  a  child  in 
strings :  yet  did  I  suffer  so  much  in 
my  fever,  that  I  am  willing  to  bear 
with  them,  till  I  can  get  tolerably 
welL 

At  present,  I  can  neither  eat, 
drink,  nor  sleep.  Yet  are  ray  dis~ 
orders  nothing  to  what  they  were; 
for,  Jack,  my  brain  was  on  fire 
day  and  night:  and  had  it  not 
been  of  the  aslialns  kind,  it  had 
all  been  consumed. 

I  bad  no  distinct  ideas,  but  of 
dark  and  confused  misery:  il  loaa 
all  reiunme  and  hirrar  indeedl 
Thoughts  of  banging,  drowning, 
shooting;  then  rage,  violence, mis- 
chief, and  despair  took  their  turns 
with  me.  My  lucid  intervals  still 
worae,  giving  me  to  reflect  upon 
what  I  Kan  the  hour  before,  and 
what  I  was  likely  to  be  the  next, 
and  perhaps  for  life  —  the  sport 
of  enemies*  the  laughter  of  foolsl 
andthehangiug-sleeved  go-carted 
property  of  hired  slaves;  who 
were  perhaps  to  find  tlieir  ac- 
count in  mauQcliug,  and(abhorred 

'  Sen  Letlei  cixxvlU. 
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tiioiight!)  in  personally  abusing 
—  ""v  blows  and  stiipes! 

no  cau  bear  such  reflcctiona 
ft«  those?  To  be  made  to /ear  only, 
Id  such  ji  one  aa  me,  and  to  feai 
»ufk  iDrelches  too?^  What  a  thiag 
was  this,  but  remolelij  to  ap- 
prehend! And  jet  foraman  tobe. 
in  such  a  state  aa  to  render  it  ne- 
cesiiary  for  his  dearest  friends  to 
BafTer  this  to  be  done  for  bis  own 
Bake,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
fiirther  mischief?  —  There  is  no 
thinking  of  these  thinea  I 

I  will  not  think  of  them ,  there- 
fore: hot  will  either  getatjainof 
cheerful  ideas,  or  haug  myself  fay 
to-morrow  morning. 


LETTER  CLI, 
r.  LoicUcc  to  John  BelFoiil ,  Esq. 

WHITE  to  demand  back  ag^n 
my  last  letter.  I  own  it  was  my 
mind  ftt  the  different  times  I  wrote 
it;  and  whatever  ailed  me,  I  could 
not  help  writing  it.  Suchagloomy 
impnlBe  eame  upon  me,  and  iu- 
creased  as  I  wrote,  that,  for  my 
Boul,  I  could  not  forbear  running 
Into  the  miserable. 

'Tis  atrange,  very  strange,  that 
_  man's  conscience  should  De  able 
to  force  his  fingers  to  write  whe- 
ther he  will  or  not ;  and  to  run  him 
into  a  subject  he  more  than  once, 
at  the  rery  time,  resolved  not  to 
think  of. 

Nor  is  it  less  strange,  that  (no 
jOew  reason  occurring)  be  should 

>A  d(V  or  two  more,  so  totally 


change  bis  mind;  have  his  miud, 
1  should  rather  say,  so  wholly  il- 
lumiuatcd  hygayliopes  and  nsIsK 
prospects,  as  to  be  ashamed  en 
what  he  had  written. 

For,  on  re-perusal  of  a  copy  of 
myletter,  which  fell  into  my  hands 
by  accident,  in  the  hand-writing 
ofmy  cousin  Oh  art  otte ,  who,  un- 
known to  me ,  had  trauacribed  it, 
1  find  it  to  be  such  a  letter,  as  an 
enemy  would  rej  oiee  to  see. 

This  1  know,  that  were  I  to  have 
continued  but  one  week  more  in 
the  way  1  was  in  when  I  wrote  the 
latter  part  of  it,  I  should  bare 
beencunflued,  and  in  straw,  Uie 
□eit :  for  I  now  recollect ,  that  all 
my  distemper  was  returning  upon 
me  with  irresistible  violence  — 
and  that  iu  spite  of  water-grnd 
and  soupe-maigre. 

1  own,thatl  am  still  exceseiveW 
grieved  at  the  disappointment  this 
admirable  woman  made  it  so 
much  herwhimsical  choice  to  give 
me.  But ,  since  it  has  thus  f^en 
out;  since  she  was  determined  to 
leave  the  world;  and  since  ahe 
actually  ceases  lo  be;  ought  I,  who 
have  such  a  share  of  life  and 
health  in  hand,  to  indulge  gloomy 
reflectioaB  upon  an  event  that  is 

Eaaeed:  and,  (einq  passed,  cannot 
e  recalled?  —  Have  I  not  bad 
a  specimen  of  what  will  be  my 
case,  if  1  do  V 

For,  Belford,  ('tisafollylo  deny 
it)  I  have  been,  to  use  an  old  word, 
quite  leslravgkt 

Wh^,  lo/iy  did  my  mnther  firing  w* 
up  to  bear  no  control  f    Why  ma 
1  90  educated,  a»  that  to  mjr  i 
liitiirailmaiare^UBaty&itl-i' 
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'what  centraihctiiin  ordis- 
iqtpointmenl  want  —  Ought  she' 
not  to  have  known  what  cruelty 
there  was  in  her  kiDdness? 

What  a  punishment,  to  have  mj 
ifiret  very  great  disappointmeiit 
touch  my  intelleet!  —  And  intel- 
lects ,  once  touched  —  but  that  I 
Ciinnot  bear  to  think  of  —  only 
thus  far;  the  very  repentance  and 
amendment  wished  me  bo  heartily 
bymykind  and  crosadear,  have 
been  invalidated  and  postponed, 
and  who  knows  for  horn  long?  the 
ameiuhnenl  at  least:  —  canamad- 
mau  bo  capable  of  either? 

Onca  touched,  therefore,  I  must 
aadeavonr  tg  banish  those  gloomy 
teflectiona,  which  might  'itherwiee 
fcave  brought  ou  the  right  turn  of 
mind;  andtbis,  toeiureBamyaelf 
in  Lord  M.'s  style,  that  my  wits 
nay  not  be  sent  a  woot-galherin'j. 

For,  let  me  moreover  own  to 
thee,  thatDr.Uale,  who  was  my 
good  Asinlfo,  [you  read  Aiinsto, 
Jack,]  and  has  brought  me  back 
my  ic!t-Jar,  had  much  ado,  by 
Starving  diet,  by  profuse  phlebo- 
tomy ,  by  flaying  bliatcrs ,  eyelet- 
Jiole  cupr*""  -  ^"-' ~  — ij 


n^  comfort,  be  tells  me  that  I  may 
■till  have  returns  upon  full  moons 
—  horrible!  moat  horrible!  —  and 
must  be  aa  careful  of  myself  at 
'both  equinoctiala,  aa  Cccsar  was 
warned  to  be  of  the  ides  of  March. 
^ .  How  my  heart  sickens  at  look- 
ing back  uponwhatlwas!  Deniedj 
the  sun,  and  all  comfort:  all  my 
~''* — s  low-bom,  tiptoe  atteud-j 
eje^ttMC  tiptoe  staves , 
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never  approachingme  but  periodi- 
cally, atroed  witb  gallipots,  bo- 
luses, and  cephalic  draughts;  de- 
livering tbeirorders  tome  in  bated 
whispers;  and  answering  other 
curtain-holding  impertineuts,  in- 

Suiring  how  I  was,  and  how  I  took 
leir  execrable  potions,  whisper- 
ingly  too !  —  What  a  cursed  still 
life  was  this !  —  Nothing  aotivo  in 
me,  or  about  me,  but  the  worm 
that  never  dies. 

Again  I  haatan  from  the  reeol- 
leetiou  of  scenes,  which  will  at 
times  obtrude  themselves   upon 

Adieu,  Belford! 

But  return  me  my  last  letter, 
and  build  nothing  upon  ita  con- 
tents, T  miisl,  I  ujill,  I  have  al- 
readi)  overcome  these  fruitless 
gloominesses.  Every  hour  my 
constitution  rises  sh'Ongcr  and 
atrongerto  befriend  me;  and,  ex- 
cept a  tributary  sigh  now  and  then 
to  the  memory  of  my  heart's  be- 
loved, it  gives  me  hope,  that  I 
shall  quiekty  be  what  I  was  —  life, 
spirit,  gaiety,  and  once  more  the 
plague  of  a  sex ,  thatbos  beeumy 
plague,  and  will  be  every  mans 
plague  at  one  time  or  other  of  bis 
life.  I  repeat  my  desire,  how- 
ever, that  you  will  writo  to  me  as 
usual.  I  hope  vou  have  good  store 
of  particulars  by  you  to  communi- 
cate ,  when  I  can  better  bear  to 
hear  of  the  dispositions  that  were 
made  for  all  thatwas  mortal  of  my 
beloved  Clarissa. 

But  it  will  be  the  joy  of  my 
heart  to  be  told,  that  her  impla- 
cable friends  are  plagued  with  c«- 
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taay  now  send  me;  for  company 
in  miaery  ia  some   relief;   espe- 
cinUy  when  a  idbd  can  think  those 
he  hates  as  miserable  as  himself. 
Once  more  adieu ,  Jackl 


(  preparing  to  leave  this 
kingdom.  Mowbraj  and  Tour- 
Tillepromise  to  give  me  their  com- 
panv  in  a  month  or  two. 

I'll  give  thee  myronte. 

1  shall  first  to  Paris;  and,  for 
amusement  and  diversion  sake, 
try  to  renew  some  of  my  old  friend- 
snipB:  thence  to  some  of  theGer- 

"urtB:  thence,  perhaps,  to 

;  thence  descend  through 
Bararia  and  the  Tyrol  to  Venice, 
where  1  shall  keep  the  carnival: 
thence  to  Florence  and  Turin: 
thence  again  over  mount  Cenis  to 
France;  and,  when  I  return  again 
to  Parie,  shall  expect  to  see  my 
friend  Belford,  who  by  that  time, 
I  doubt  not,  will  be  all  crusted 
and  bearded  over  with  penitence, 
self-denial,  and  mortification;  a 
Tery  anchoret,  only  an  itinerant 
,  joumej^ng  over  in  hope  to 
er  a  multitude  of  his  own  sine, 
by  proselyting   his    old    compa- 

But  let  me  tell  thee,  Jack,  if 
stock  rises  on,  as  it  has  doue  since 
I  wrote  my  last  letter ,  I  am  afraid 
thou  wilt  find  a  difiicult  task  in 
succeeding,  should  such  be  thy 
purpose. 

•'  r,  I  verily  think,  can  thy 
.  penitence  and  Reformation 
I    Strong  habitfl  ate  not  vy 
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easily  rooted  out.     Old  Satan 
bad  too  much  benefit  from  thy 
faithful  services,   for  a  series  of 
years ,  to  let  thee  so  easily  get  out 
of  his  clutches.     He  knowa  what 
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but  well  Hwbed ,  clear  com- 
pleiioned,  and  Turkish  eyed: 
thou  the  first  man  with  her,  or 
made  t«  believe  so,  which  is  tba 
same  thing;  how  will  thy  frosty 
face  shine  npon  such  an  objectl 
IIow  will  thy  tristful  visage  be 
illuminatcdbyit!  A  composition 
will  be  made  between  thee  and 
the  grand  tempter:  thouwiltpro- 
mise  to  do  him  suit  and  service  till 
old  age  and  inability  come.  And 
then  will  be,  in  all  probability, 
be  sure  of  thee  for  ever.  Por,wer[ 
thou  to  outlive  thy  presentreigning 
appetites,  he  will  trump np  aome 
other  darling  siii,  or  make  a  now 
secondary  one  darling ,  in  order 
to  keep  thee  firmly  attached  to  bis 
infernal  interesta.  Thou  wilt  con- 
tinue resolving  to  amend,  bat 
never  amending,  till  grown  old 
before  thou  art  aware  (a  dtvxn 
!/ears  after  tJiou  art  old  with  ei 
hoilg  else,)  thy  for- time  built  K 
ment  having  lasted  ils  allotted 
period,  ho  claps  down  upon  thy 
grizEled  head  the  universal  trap- 
door; and  then  all  will  be  ovc 
with  thee  in  his  own  way. 

Thou  wilt  think  these  bints  m 
characteristic  from  me.  But  yet 
1  cannot  help  warning  tbee  of  the 
danger  thou  art  actually  in ;  which 
is  the  greater,  as  thou  seemest  not 
to  know  it  A  few  words  more, 
Afaew^ow,  on  this  rolgect  " 
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Thou  bast  nifide  goad  resolu- 
ticoB.  If  thou  keepest  them  not. 
thtu  wilt  never  bo  able  to  keep 
anj.  But  neverthelesa,  the  devil 
and  th;  time  of  life  are  a^aiaat 
thee.  And  six  to  one  thou  ^ilcat, 
Wert  it  only  that  tbou  hast  I'f- 
siiived  mx  to  one  tfaon  failest. 
And  L-  thou  doat,  thou  wilt  be- 
come the  Bcoff  of  men,  and  the 
triumpl  of  devils.  —  Then  how 
will  1  Uugh  at  thee!  For  tbis 
warning  is  Dot  -  from  principle. 
Perhaps  I  wish  it  were:  but  I 
never  lied  lo  man,  atid  hardly  ever 
Mild  truth  io  woman.  The  first  is 
iphal  all  frie-tieers  cannot  soj:  the 
second  tnhu  eaery  one  can. 

lammadagatn,  byJupiterl  — 
But,  tbank  my  stars,  uot  gloomil] 
Hol^Parowell,  farewell,  fare  well 
for  the  third  or  fourth  time,  con 
sludes  thy 
IP-  Lovelace. 


r7  believe  Charlotte  and  you  arc 
in  private  league  together.  Let- 
ters, I  find,  have  passed  be- 
tween her  and  you,  and  Lord 
M.  1  have  been  kept  strangely 
in  the  dark  of  late;  but  wilt 
soon  break  upon  you  all  ar  "-- 
sun  upon  a  midnight  thief. 
Remember  that  you  never  aent 
me  the  copy  of  my  beloved's 
^   will. 


JuBT  as  I  was  sitting  down  I 
jiiiswer  yours  of  the  I4th  to  tl 
18th ,  in  order  to  give  you  all  the 
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consolation  in  my  power,  came 
your  revoking  letter  of  Wednea- 
'w- 

I  am  really  concerned  and  dis- 
appointed, that  your  first  was  so 
soon  followed  by  one  ao  contrary 
to  it. 

The  shocking  letter  you  men- 
tion, which  your  friends  withhold 
irom  yon,  is  indeed  from  me. 
They  may  now,  I  see,  shew  you 
anything.  Ask  them,  then,  for 
that  letter,  if  you  think  it  worth 
while  to  read  aught  about  the  true 
mother  of  your  mind. 

Spose,  that  thou  hast 
e  letter  tbou  callnst 
shocking,  andwhichi  internkdto 
be  so.  And  let  me  ask  what  thott 
thinkest  of  it?  Dost  thou  not 
tremble  at  the  horrors  the  vilest 
of  women  labours  with,  on  the 
apprebenaions  of  death,  and  fu- 
ture judgment? —  How  sit  the  re- 
ilections  that  must  have  been 
raiaed  b  v  the  perusal  of  th  La  letter 


thoughts  mingle  with  thymelilot, 
«nd  tear  off  the  callus  of  thy  mind, 
aa  that  may  flay  the  leather  from 
thy  back,  and  aa  thy  epispastics 
may  strip  the  parchment  from  thy 
plotting  head?  If  not,  then  in- 
deed is  thy  conscience  seared,  and 
no  hopes  will  lie  for  thee. 
Mr.  Belford  then  gieei  tm  acemml 
of  the  wretched  Sinclair'x  lerHlile 
exit,    Tchlch  lie  had  j'lM  then  re- 
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other  diemal  catastrophe  that  is 
but  within  this  hour  come  to  mj 
ear,  of  another  of  thy  bleaBed 
agents.    Thy  ToklissokI  —  dy- 


fore  this 

Maidstone  gaol.  Aa  thou  sayest 
in  thy  first  letter ,  something 
strangely   retributive    "  '      ' 

This  is  his  case.  He  was  at  tbe 
head  of  a  gang  of  smugglers,  en 
deavouring  to  carry  offrun  goods 
landed  lust  Tuesday,  when 
party  of  dragoons  came  up  with 
them  in  the  evening.  Some  of  his 
comrades  fled,  APDonald,  being 
surrounded,  attempted  to  fight 
his  way  through,  and  woundr  ' 
hia  man;  but  naving  received  . 
shot  in  his  neck ,  and  being  cut 
deeply  in  the  head  by  a.  broad- 
Eword,  he  fell  from  his  horse ,  was 
taken,  and  carried  to  Maidstone 

faol;  and  there  my  iuformant left 
im,  Just  dying,  and  assured  of 
haneing  if  he  recover. 

Abeolutely  destitute,  he  got 
kinsman  of  his  to  apply  to  m 
and,  if  in  town,  to  the  rest  of  the 
confraternity,  for  something,  n( 
to  support  him  was  the  word,  (ft . 
he  expected  not  to  live  till  the 
fellow  returned)  but  to  bury  him. 

I  never  employed  him  but  onci  , 
a.nd  then  he  ruined  my  project.  1 
now  thank  Heaven  that  he  did. 
But  I  sent  him  five  guineas,  and 
promised  him  more,  as  Iromyou, 
and  Tourville,  if  he  live  a  few 
days,  or  to  take  his  trial,  Andl 
put  it  upon  you  to  make  further 
mquiry  of  him,  and  to  give  him 
wbBtyoa  think  fit 


His  messenger  Cells  me ,  that  1^  I 
very  penitent;  that  he  we^J 
coatinually.  Ho  cries  out,  tlatl 
he  hasbeeu  the  vilest  of  men:  J^M 
palliates ,  that  his  neceaatiMV 
made  him  worse  than  he  shraUll 
otherwise  have  been,  [an  ma 
which  none  nf  us  can  ]^ead\  1[_ 
that  which  touches  him  nt>st  (#■ 
all,  is  avile  imposture  he  Taspvt^ 
upon, to  servea  certain  gcitleman  j 
of  fortune  to  the  ruin  oT  the  moat 
excellent  woman  that  evir  lived;  J 
and  who,  he  had  heard,  waadea 

Let  me  consider,   L>TBlace--< 
mhose  turn  can  be  next  t    I  wish  J 
maynot  be  thine.     Bui  since  tli 
givest  me   one   piece  of   ai"- 

(which    I    should    iiKleed.    

thought  out  of  character,  faadi 
thou  not  taken  pain    ' 


that  is,  prosecute,  as  fast  o 

canst,  thy  intended  tour.  ChODgGf 
scene ,  and  of  climate ,  ma^  eOt 
lish  thy  health;  while  this  gn 
air,  and  the  approach  of  wint 
may  thicken  thy  blood)  aodw!.. 
the  help  of  a  conscience  tliat  i 
upon  the  struggle  with  thee,  uU 
like  a  cunning  wrestler,  watebe 
its  opportunity  to  give  thee  a 
other  fall,  may  make  thee  mist 
able  for  thy  iife- 

I  return  your  revoked  lettal 
Don't  destroy  it,  however.  Tb 
same  dialect  may  one  day  comel 
fashion  with  you  Main. 

As  to  the  family  at  Harlon 
Place,  I  have  most  affeotisj;  le 
ters  &om  Col,  Morden  relatug  I 
tbeirgriefand  compuitotion.  B 
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■rejou,  to  wbom  the  occaBiOD  ia 
"  ""        "  ititJed  to  rejoice  in  their 


ft^t 


.  1  should  be  Borry,  ifl  could  not 

pay,  that  what  you  have  warned 

" '       nitl,  makes  me  tremble 

.  I  hope,  for  this  ia  a 

■aerioua  subject  with  me,  (though 

•  nothing  can  be  so  with  you)  that  I 

fc^ever  ahaU  deserve,  by  my  apo- 

l.tftasy,  to  bethescoff  of  men,  and 

■'the  triumph  of  devils. 

'      All  that  you  say,  of  the  diffi- 

'   eulty  of  conquering  rooted  habits, 

isbuttoo  true.    Those,  and  time 

of  life,    are    indeed  too   much 

against  me;  hut,  when  I  reflect 

upon  the  ends  (some  untimely)  of 

I  those  of  our  companiona  whom  w  ~ 

biave  formerly  lost;  upon  Belton' 

^^iserable  eiit;  upon  the  howls 

id  screams  of  ijinclair,    which 

re  still  in  my  ears ;  and  now  upon 

"  "c  miserable  Tomlinson;    and 

Sai-e  their  ends  with  tliehappy 
esirable  end  of  the  inimitable 
B|diHa  Harlowe;  1  hope  I  have  rea- 
Cvon  to  think  my  footing  moraUy 
KMCUTe.    Your  caution,  neverthe- 
■  tesB,  will  beof  use,  boweveryou 
p  might  design  it;  and  aince  I  know 
my  weak  side,  1  will  endeavour 
to  fortify  myself  in  that  quarter 
by  marnage,    as  aoon   as  1   can 
make  myself  worthy  of  the  con- 
fidence and  esteem  of  some  vir- 
tnoQS  woman ;  and,  by  this  means, 
become  the  subject  of  your  envy, 
rather  than  of  your  scoffs. 

I  have  already  begun  my  retri- 

riry  purposes,  as  I  may  call 
n.  1  have  aettled  an  annual 
for  life  upon  p  0  or  John  Loftus, ' 
m  I  disabled,  while  he  woa 


endeavouring  to  protect  bia  young 
mistress  froramjiawlcse  attempts. 
I  rejoice,  that  Isncceeded  not  in 
that ;  as  I  do  in  recollecting  many 
others  of  the  like  sort,  in  which! 
miscarried. 

Poor  Farley,  who  had  become 
a  bankrupt,  1  have  set  up  again: 
but  have  declared,  that  theannual 
allowance  i  make  her  shall  cease, 
if  I  hear  she  returns  to  her  former 
courses;  and  I  have  made  her 
accountable  for  her  conduct  to  the 
good  widow  Lovick;  whom  I  have 
taken,  at  a  handsome  salary,  for 
my  housekeeper  at  Edgeware  (for 
I  have  let  the  house  at  Watford); 
and  she  is  to  dispense  the  quarterly 
allotment  to  her  as  she  merits. 

This  good  woman  shall  have 
other  matters  of  the  like  nature 
under  her  care ,  as  we  grow  better 
acquainted;  and  I  make  no  doubt 
but  she  will  answer  my  expecta- 
tioua,  and  that  Ishall  be  both  con- 
firmed and  improved  by  her  con- 
versation: for  she  shall  generally 
sit  at  my  own  table. 


merit,  her  ex  emjilary  preparation, 
and  her  happy  end ,  will  be  stand- 
ing subjects  with  us. 

Shestiallreadiiime.whenlhave 
no  company;  write  for  me,  out  ol 
books ,  passages  she  shall  recom- 
mend.    Her    years,     [turned    i 
fifty)  and  her  good  charoeter,  wj 
secure  me  from   scandal;  and 
have  great  pleasure  in  reflecting, 
that  I  shall  be  better  myself  for 
making  her  happy. 

Then,  whenever  lam  in  danger, 
Iwiltteadv        ""       ^   -    "'- 
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lady's  papers:  whenever  I  would 
abhor  my  former  ways,  I  will  read 
some  of  thine  and  copies  of  my 
own. 

The  consequence  of  all  this  will 
be,  that  I  shall  be  the  delight  of 
my  own  relations  of  both  sexes, 
who  were  wont  to  look  upon  me  as 
a  lost  man.  I  shall  have  good 
order  in  my  own  family,  because 
I  shall  give  a  good  example  my- 
self I  shall  be  visited  and  re- 
spected, not  perhaps  by  Lovelace, 
by  Mowbray,  and  by  Tourville, 
because  they  cannot  see  me  upon 
the  old  terms,  and  will  not,  per- 
haps, see  me  upon  the  new,  but  by 
the  best  and  worthiest  gentlemen, 
clergy  as  well  as  laity ,  all  around 
me.  I  shall  look  upon  my  past 
follies  with  contempt;  upon  my 
old  companions  with  pity.  Oaths 
and  curses  shall  be  for  ever  ba- 
nished from  my  mouth :  in  their 
place  shall  succeed  conversation 
becoming  a  rational  bein^ ,  and  a 
gentleman.  And  instead  of  acts 
of  offence,  subjecting  me  perpe- 
tually to  acts  of  dqence,  wifl  I 
endeavour  to  atone  for  my  past 
evils ,  by  doing  all  the  good  in  mj 
power,  and  by  becoming  an  uni- 
versal benefactor  to  the  extent  of 
that  power. 

Now  tell  me,  Lovelace,  upon 
this  faint  sketch  of  what  I  hope  to 
r/o,and  to  &e,  if  this  benotascneme 
infinitely  preferable  to  the  wild, 
the  pernicious,  the  dangerous 
ones,  Doth  to  body  and  soul,  which 
we  have  pursued*? 

I  wish  I  could  make  my  sketch 

aa  amiable  to  jou,  as  it  appeaxe  to ^„*«««.  ^...„«„^. 

me,    I  wish  it  with  fd\  my  soxiV\\    N^^\.\vw^Twsrn]lle  and  Uow- 


for  I  always  loved  you.  It  has 
been  my  misfortune  that  I  did :  for 
this  led  me  into  infinite  riots  and 
follies,  of  which,  otherwise,  I 
verily  think,  I  should  not  have 
been  guilty. 

You  have  a  great  deal  more  to 
answer  for  than  I  have,  were  it 
only  in  the  temporal  ruin  of  this 
admirable  woman.  Let  me  now, 
while  yet  vou  have  youth,  and 
health,  and  intellect,  prevail  upon 
you:  for  I  am  afraid,  very  much 
afraid ,  that  such  is  the  enormity 
of  this  single  wickedness,  in  de- 
priving the  world  of  such  a  shining 
light ,  that  if  you  do  not  quickly 
reform,  it  will  be  out  of  your 
power  to  reform  at  all ;  and  that 
rrovidence,  which  has  already 
given  you  the  fates  of  your  agents 
Sinclair  and  Tomlinson ,  to  take 
warning  by,  will  not  let  the  princi- 
pal offender  escape,  if  he  slight 
the  warning. 

You  will ,  perhaps ,  laugh  at  me 
for  these  serious  reflections.  Do, 
if  you  will.  I  had  rather  you 
should  laugh  at  me  for  continwng 
in  this  way  of  thinking  and  acting, 
than  triumph  over  me,  as  you 
threaten,  on  my  swerving  from 
purposes  I  have  determined  upon 
with  such  sood  reason,  and  in- 
duced and  warned  by  such 
examples. 

And  so  much  for  this  subject  at 
present. 

I  should  be  glad  to  know  when 
you  intend  to  set  out.  I  have  too 
much  concern  for  your  welfare, 
not  to  wish  you  in  a  thinner  air, 
and  more  certain  climate. 


CLARISSA  nARCOWB. 
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.|Hid  I  shall  not  be  able  to  endure 
■;ttieir3,  when  you  are  gone:  take 
■ttietn  therefore  with  you. 

I  will  not,  however,   forswear 

making  you  a  visit  at  Paris,  at 
jour  return  from  Germany  and 

xtaly:  but  hardly  with  the  hope  of 
BCtaiming  yon,  if  due  reflection 

■on  what  I  nave  set  before  jou, 

•nd  upon  what  you  have  written 
■InyourtwolaBt,  will  not  by  that 
'time  have  done  it. 

I  Bnppose  I  flball  see  yon  before 

yon  go.     Once  more  I  wish  you 

were  gone.    This  heavy  iHlaud-air 

«aiinotdoforyouwhat  that  of  the 

eontinent  will. 

I  do  not  think  I  ought  to  com- 
.nnnicate  with  you,  as  I  used  to 

So,  on  this  side  the  channel:  let 
itae,  then,  bear  from  you  on  the 

eppoaite  shore,  and  youshall  com- 
Suandthepen,  as  yon  please;  and. 

boneatly,  the  power,  ot 

~  J.  Belfokd. 


Tnosrlay,  Sepl,  iS. 
,  Fatb,  I  believe,  in  my  con- 
soience,  spins  threads  for  tra- 
gedies, on  purpose  for  thee  to 
weave  with.  —  Thy  Watford 
Uncle,  poor  Belton,  the  fair  inimi- 
table, [exalted  creature!  and  is 
Mbe  to  lie  found  in  such  a  list  I]  the 
^kecnrsed  woman,  and Tomlinson, 
Veem  to  have  been  all  doomed  to 
idve  thee  a  theme  for  the  dismal 


soul,  lliii'i  'l'i.-!l  fpnri-  il  going,  as 
Lord  M.  would  phrase  it. 

That's  the  horrid  thing;  a  man 
cannot  begin  to  Hank,  but  cataes 
for  thought  crowd  in  upon  him: 
the  gloomy  takes  place,  and  mirth 
and  gaiety  abandon  his  heart  for 

Poor  M'Donald !  —  I  am  rpally 
Bonr  for  the  fellow.  —  He  was  an 
useful,  faithful,  solemn  varlet, 
who  could  act  incomparably  any 
part  givenbim, and  knennutwhat. 
a.  blush  was.  —  He  really  took  ■ 
honest  pains  for  me  in  the  last 
affair;  which  has  cost  him  and  me 
BO  dearly  in  reflection.  Often 
gravelled,  as  we  both  were,  yet 
was  he  never  daunted.  Poor 
M'Donald ,  I  must  once  more  say ! 
—  For  cairyiuE  on  a  solemn  piece 
ofroguery,  hehadnoequal. 

I  was  BO  solicitous  to  know  if  he 
were  really  as  bad  as  thou  bast  a 
knack  of  painting  every  body 
whom  thou  singlest  out  toexereiso 
thy  murdering  pen  upon,  that  I 
dispatched  a  man  and  horse  to 
Maidstone,  as  soon  as  I  had  thine ; 
and  had  word  brought  me,  that  he 
died  in  two  hours  after  he  had 
received  thy  five  guineas.  And 
all  thou  wrotest  of  his  concern  in 
relation  to  the  ever-dear  Miss  Har- 
lowe,  it  seems,  was  true. 

I  can't  help  it,  Belford!  —  I 
have  only  to  add ,  that  it  is  happy 
that  the  poor  fellow  lived  not  to 
be  hanged,  as  it  seems  he  would 
have  been:  for  who  knows,  as  he 
had  got  into  such  a  penitential 
strain,  what  might  have  been  in 
hisdying  speech? 
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to  comfort  himsGlf  with,  itUriebt 
to  male  the  best  of  the  /(We  that, 
may  oiFer.  There  never  was  any 
discomfort  hupiiened  U)  mortal 
man,  hut  aome  little  ray  of  conso- 
lation would  dart  iu,  if  the  wretch 
was  not  so  much  a  wretch ,  as  to 
draw,  instcfld  of  unJjaw,  the  cur- 
tain, to  keep  it  out. 

And  BO  much,  at  this  time,  and 
forever,  forpoorCapt.Tomlinson, 
as  I  called  lum. 

Your  BoUcitnde  to  get  me  out  of 
thia  heavv  chaneeable  climate 
exactly  tallieB  with  every  body's 
here.  They  all  believe  that  tra- 
velling will  establish  me.  Yet  1 
think  I  am  quite  well.  Only 
these  plaguy  tieiu's  and /u//"*,  and 
the  equinoclUils,  flight  me  a  little 
when  I  think  oi  themi  and  that  is 
always:  for  the  whole  family  are 
contmually  ringing  these  chances 
in  my  ears,  and  are  more  sedu- 
lously intent,  than  I  can  well  ac- 
count for,  to  get  me  out  of  the 
kingdom. 

But  wjit  thou  write  often,  when 
1  am  gone  ?  Wilt  thou  then  piece 
the  thread  where  thou  brokest  it 


my  aaxiliariei  in  bringing  on  the 
event  that  affects  me?  —  Nay, 
principals,  rather;  since,  say  what 
thou  wilt,  what  did  I  do  worth  a 
woman's  brealting  her  heart  for? 

Faith  and  troth,  Jack,  I  have 
had  very  hard  usage,  as  I  have 
often  said:  —  to  have  such  a 
plaguy  ill  name  g^veu  me,  pointed 
at,  screamed  out  upon,  runawa' 
from,  as  a  mad  dog  would  be-,  al. 
/Bjr  own  friends  ready  to  renomiccA 


mel  —  Yet  I  think  I  deserve  it  aU  -. 
for  have  I  not  been  as  ready  to 
'give  up  myself,  as  others  are  to 
condemn  mc? 
What  madness,  what  folly,  thisl 

—  Who  will  take  the  part  of  a 
man  that  condemns  himself?  — 
Who  Bonf  He  that  pleads  guil^ 
to  an  indictment,  leaves  no  khwb 
for  aught  but  the  sentence.  Ont 
upon  me  for  an  impolitic  wretch! 
I  have  not  the  art  of  the  least  art- 
ful of  any  of  our  christian  princes; 
who  every  day  are  guilty  of  ten 
times  worse  breaches  of  faitb;  and 
yet,  isBuingouta  manifesto,  they 
wipe  their  mouths,  and  go  on  from 
infraction  to  hifraction ,  from  rob- 
bery to  robbery ;  commit  derJWl*- 
tionupondevastation;and  destny 

—  for  their  glory!  And  ann- 
warded  with  the  namea  of  confM- 
rnrf,  and  are  dubbed  le  gnmd; 
praised,  and  even  deified,  by  cm- 
tors  aud  poets, for  their  butctmies 
and  depredations. 

Whilel,  apoor,  single,  harm- 
less prowler;  at  least  onipamftK^ 
harmless;  in  order  to  satiety  my 
hunger,  stealbut  one  poor  Iambi 
and  every  mouth  is  opened,  evsy 
hand  is  lifted  up  against  me. 

Nay,  as  I  have  just  now  hssrdi 
1  am  to  be  manifesloed  aguDri, 
though  no  prince;  forMis»Howe 
threatens  to  have  the  case  pub- 
lished to  the  whole  world. 

1  have  a  good  mind  not  to  op- 
pose it;  andto  write  an  answer tO 
it,  as  soon  as  it  comes  forth,  and 
exculpate  myself,  by  throwins*^ 
the  fault  upon  the  old  ones.  And 
this  I  have  to  plead,  supposiDK  rU 
s\*Cdb.V  W3  ^i«r&\.  «U»ld«,S  CUD  tSsffi 


vagant  conaeqnencea  that  t.liis 
a^ir  has  been  attended  with; 
and  which  could  not  possibly  be 
foreseen. 

And  this  I  will  prove  demon- 
etrably  bj  a  case,  which,  but  a 
few  hours  ago,  I  pnt  to  Lord  M. 
andthetwoMiBsMoiitagues.  This 
it  is: 

Suppose  A,  a  miser,  had  hid 
parcel  of  gold  in  a  seerelplucc, 
m  order  to  keep  it  there,  till  he 
could  lend  it  out  at  extravagant 
interest. 


live  loilJioul  it. 
And  suppose  A ,  the  inui 
BQchanopinionof fi,thB'..  .  , 
that  he  would  rather  lend  it  to 
him,  than  to  an}*  mortal  living; 
butyet,  though  he  has  noolher 
use  in  the  world  for  it,  in- 
sista  upon  very  uneonscionable 

B  would  gladly  pay  common  in- 
terest for  it;  but  would  be  un- 
done in  his  1)7011  opinion  at  least, 
and  that  is  every  thing  to  him) 
if  he  complied  with  the  mi-"-'" 
terms,  since  he  would  be 
to  be  soon  thrown  into  ^aol  for 

'  the  debt,  and  made  a  pmuner 
fur  life.  Wherefore  guessing 
(being  an  arch  penetrating  fef 
low)  where  the  svieet  hoard  lies, 
he  searches  for  it,  when  the  miser 
is  in  Sk profound  sl^ep,  finds  it, 
and  runs  away  with  it. 

B,  ill  this  caie,  can  be  only 
~  i/',  that's  pltun,  Jaok. 
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Here  Miss  Montague  put  in 
very  smartly.  —  A  thief,  sir,  said 
she,  that  steals  what  is  and  ought 
to  be  dearer  to  me  than  my  life, 
deaerves  less  to  be  forgiven  than 
he  who  murders  me. 

But  what  is  this,  cousin  Char- 
lotte, saidi,  thatis  dearer  to  you 
than  your  life  ?  Your /loiiour,  you'll 
say  —  I  will  not  talk  to  a  lady  (I 
never  iH'l)  in  a  way  she  cannot 
answer  mo  — tut  in  the  instance 
for  which  I  put  my  case,  (allowing 
all  you  attribute  to  the  phantom) 
what  honour  is  lost,  where  the  idHI 
is  not  violated,  and  the  person 
cannot  help  it?  But  with  respect 
to  the  case  put,  bow  kuew  we,  till  i 
the  theft  mas  comviitted,  that  the 
misec  did  actually  set  so  romantic 
avalueupon  the  treasure 'J 

Both  my  eousins  were  silent; 
and  my  lord,  because  he  could  not 
answer  me,  cui'sedme;  audlpro- 
ceeded: 

Well  then,  the  result  .is,  tliat 
3  can  only  be  a  thief;  that's  plain 
—  to  pursue,  therefore,  my  case- 
Suppose  this  same  miserly  j1,  on 

awaking,  and  searching  for, and 

finding  bis  treasure  gone,  ttikes 

it  so  much  to  heart,   that  he 

starves  himself? 
Who  but  himself  is  to  blame  for 

that?  —  Would  either  equity, 

law,  or  conscience,  hangBfor 

a  murder  ? 

And  now  to  apply,  said  I  — 
Noneofyourappiications,  cried 

ny  cousins,  both  in  a  breath. 
None ofyour applications,  and 

be  d— n'd  to  you,  the  passionate 


:^ 


I,  IlMtD 

ittobea 
fiiete.    ABdlhdda^jKl^of 


bcvyen  call  ityin  tibis  p<»iit 
life  to  be  a  lozfeit 
would  not  be  for 


^ot  10,  cried Bjknd  [peenaie 
j«d|;iei^  tfcoaknfirirert,  Jjiiel^ 
iMtieMMt):  6iiri^  bj eommittii^ 
aa  mlawfal  art,  a  ca^ntal  crime  IS 
the  conaequeocey  joa  aie  aosver- 
aUelorbotli. 

Saj  TOO  aOy  aaj  good  lead?  — 
But  wiU  70a  takeiqKm  70a  tosa7, 
wappomg  (SLB  in  the  present  ease) 
a  r^>e  (saving  70iir  presence, 
eoofin  Charlotte,  saving  jonr  i«e- 
sence,  cousin  Ps^ttj) ;  is  deatii  tbe 
ruUural  conseonenee  of  a  rape?  — 
Did  70a  ever  near,  my  lord,  or  did 
7011,  ladies,  that  it  was?  —  And  if 
not  the  natural  consequence,  and 
the  lad7  will  destro7  herself,  whe- 
ther b7  a  lingering  death  as  of 
grief;  or  b^  the  dagger  as  La- 
cretia  did ;  is  there  more  than  one 
fault  the  marCsf — Is  not  the  other 
Itjersf  —  Were  it  not  so,  let  me  tell 
you,  my  dears,  chucking  each  of 
m7  blushine  cousins  under  the 
chin^  we  eimer  have  had  no  men 
Mi  wicked  as  70un^  Tarquin  was, 
or  no  women  so  virtuous  as  Lu- 
cretia,  in  the  space  of  —  how 
man7  thousand  years,  my  lord? — 
And  so  Lucretia  is  recorded  as  a 
single  wonder! 

You  may  believe  I  was  cried  out 
upon.  People  who  cannot  answer 
will  rave:  and  this  they  all  did. 
Hut  I  iuBiBted  upon  it  to  them,  and 
"(o  I  do  to  ]^ou ,  Jack,  that  I  ought 
1)6  acquitted  of  every  thing  out 
)mmon  theft,  a  private  larceny, 


Besides,  as  I  told  them,  there 
a  cu  cmfcfltance  stztHig^y  in 
■7  £K¥Ofir  in  this  case ;  fcvl  would 
Ittre  been  glad,  with  all  m7  soul, 
to  bave  pordiased  m7  f <ngi¥ene8B 
b7  a  compliance  widi  the  terms  I 
mst  bo^;ied  at.  And  this,  70a  all 
know,  loffiered;  and  m7  lord,  and 
lad7Bett7,  and  Lady  Sarah,  and 
m7  two  eoosins,  and  all  m7  cou- 
sins^ cousins,  to  the  fourteenth  ge- 
neration, would  have  been  bound 
for  me  —  but  it  would  not  do. 
The  sweet  miser  would  bieak 
her  heart,  and  die;  andhowooold 
I  help  it? 

Upon  the  whole.  Jack,  had  not 
the  lad7  died,  would  there  have 
been  half  so  much  said  of  it  as 
there  is?  Was  I  the  cause  of  her 
death?  Or  could  I  help  it?  And 
have  there  not  been,  in  a  millioa 
of  cases  like  this,  nine  hundred 
and  ninetj-uine  thousand  that 
have  not  ended  as  this  has  ended? 
—  How  hard,  then,  is  m7  fate !  — 
Upon  iny  soul ,  I  won't  bear  it  as  I 
have  done;  but,  instead  of  taking 
guUt  to  myself,  claim  pity.  Ai^ 
uus  (since  yesterday  cannot  be 
recalled)  is  the  only  course  I  can 
pursue  to  make  myself  easy.  Pro- 
ceed anon. 

LETTER  CLV. 
Mr.  Lovelace  to  John  Belford,  Esq. 

But  what  a  pretty  scheme  of 
life  hast  thou  drawn  out  for  thy- 
self, and  thy  old  widow!    \^y  my 


BDtil,  Jack,  I  am  mightily  taken 
with  it.  There  is  but  one  thing 
wanting  in  it;  tiiid  that  will  come 
of  course:  only  to  be  in  the  com- 
mission, and  one  of  the  quorum. 
Thou  art  already  provided  with  a 
clerk,  as  good  asthou'lt  waut,  in 
the  widow  Lovick;  for  thon  un- 
derstandest  law,  and  she  con- 
icience:  a  good  lord  chancellor 
ji^etween  ye  I  —  I  should  take  pro- 
CrdieiouEi  pleasure  to  hear  thee  de- 
I  in  a  bastard  case  upon  thy 
notions,    ajid    old  remem- 


,  .Airsoflevityl)  if,  after  all,  thou 
canst  so  easily  repent  and  reform, 
»thoathinkestthoucanst:if  thou 


master  will  bo  readily  dit 
tried  and  so  faithful  a  servant,  and 
permit  thee  thus  calmly  to  enjoy 
thy  new  system;  no  room  for 
Bcandal;  all  temptation  ceasing; 
and  if  at  last  (thy  reformation 
warranted  and  approved  by  time) 
ttioamarriesC,  and  livest  honest: 
—  whvBelford,  I  cannot  but  say, 
that  if  all  these  IF's  come  to  pass, 
thou  standest  a  good  chance  to  be 
a  happy  man ! 

All  I  think ,  as  I  told  thee  in  m^ 

last,  is,  that  the  devil  knows  his 

own  iatereat  too  well,  to  let  thee 

off  so  easily.    Thou  thyself  tellest 

me,  that  we  caimot  repent  when 

I  ire  will.    And  indeed  1  found  it 

b^BO:  for,  in  my  lucid  intervals,  1 

Kmade  good  resolutions;  but,  as 

Kjtealth  turned  its  blythe  side  to 
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me,  and  opened  my  ptospecta  of 
recovery,  all  my  old  inclinatioiiE 
and  appetites  returned;  and  this 
letter,  perhaps,  will  be  a  thorough 
conviction  to  thee,  that  I  aia  as 
wild  a  fellow  us  ever,  or  iu  the 
way  to  be  BO. 

Thou  askcat  me  very  seriously, 
if,  upon  the  faint  sketcli  thou  hast 
drawn ,  thy  new  scheme  be  not  in- 
finitely preferable  to  any  of  those 
which  we  have  so  long  pursued? 
—  Why,  Jack  —  let  me  reflect  — 
why,  Belford  — I  can't  say  ^I 
can't  say  —  but  it  is.  To  speak 
out  —  it  is  really ,  as  Biddy  iu  the 
play  Bays,  a  good  comfortable 
scheme. 

But  when  thou  telleat  me ,  that 
it  was  thy  misfortune  to  love  me, 
because  thy  value  for  me  made 
thee  a  wickeder  man  than  other- 
wise thou  would'st  have  been;  I 
desire  thee  to  revolve  this  asser- 
tiou:  and  I  am  persuaded,  that 
thou  wilt  not  find  thyself  in  bo 
right  a  train  as  thou  imaginest. 

Nofalse  colourings,  noglo&Bes, 
does  a  b'ue  penitent  aim  at.  De- 
basement, diflidence ,  mortifica- 
tion, contrition,  are  all  near  of  kin, 
Jack;  and  inseparablo  from  a  re- 
pentant spirit.  —  If  thouknowest 
not  this,  thou  art  not  got  three 
steps  (out  of  threescore)  towards 
repentanceandamendment.  And, 
let  me  remind  thee,  before  the 
grand  accuser  come  to  do  it,  that 
tliou  wert  ever  above  being  a  pas- 
sive follower  in  iniquity,  Thoogh 
thonhadst  not  so  good  an  inven- 
tion as  he  to  whom  thou  writest, 
thou  hadst  tu  active  an.  luMi^ts» 
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mischief  as  ever  I  met  with  in 
man. 

Then  for  improving  an  hint, 
thou  wert  always  a  true  English- 
man. I  never  started  a  roguery, 
that  did  not  come  out  of  thy  forge 
in  a  manner  ready  anvilled  and 
hammered  for  execution,  when  I 
have  sometimes  been  at  a  loss  to 
make  any  thing  of  it  myself. 

What  indeed  made  me  appear 


saved  the  lady  from  the  ruin  she 
met  with.  Thou  art  a  pretty  fel- 
low for  this ;  for  kow  would*st  thou 
have  saved  her?  What  methods 
didst  thou  icike to  save  her? 

Thou  knewest  my  designs  all 
along.  Hadst  thou  a  mind  to 
make  thyself  a  good  title  to  the 
merit  to  which  thou  now  pretend- 
est  to  lay  claim,  thou  should'st, 
like  a  true  knight -errant,  have 


to  be  morewicked  than  thou,  was,  I  sought    to    set    the    lady   free 


that  I  being  an  handsome  fellow, 
and  thou  an  ugly  one,  when  we 
had  started  a  game ,  and  hunted 


from  the  enchanted  castle.  Thou 
should'st  have  apprised  her  of  her 
danger ;  have  stolen  in  when  the 


it  down ,  the  poor  frighted  puss ;  siant  was  out  of  the  way:  or  hadst 
generally  threw  herself  into  my  thou  had  the  true  spirit oichivaby 
paws,  rather  than  into  thine:  and  j  upon  thee,  and  nothing  else  would 
then,  disappointed,  hast  thou  have  done,  have  killed  the  giant; 
wiped  thy  blubber -lips,  and  and  then  something  would'st  thou 
marched  off  to  start  a  new  game, ',  have  had  to  brag  of. 
calling  me  a  wicked  fellow  all  the ;  *'  O  but  thegiant was  myfineud: 
while.  I  he  reposed  a  confidence  in  me: 

In  short,  Belford,  thou  wert  an  and  I  should  have  betrayed  m^ 
excellent  starter  and  setter.  The  friend,  and  his  confidence!**  This 
old  women  were  not  afraid  for  thou  would*st  have  pleaded,  no 
their  daughters,  when  they  saw  doubt  But  try  this  plea  upon 
such  a  face  as  thine.  But,  when  thy  present  principles,  and  tnoa 
/  came ,  whip  was  the  key  turned  wilt  see  what  a  caitiff  thou  wert  to 
upon  the  girls.  And  yet  all  signi-  let  it  have  weight  with  thee,  upon 
fied  nothing ;  for  love ,  upon  oc-  an  occasion  where  a  breach  of 
casion,  wia  draw  an  elephant  confidence  is  more  excusable  than 
through  a  key>hole.  But  for  thy  to  keep  the  secret  Did  not  the 
HKART,  Belfbra,  who  ever  doubted  lady  herself  once  put  this  veiy 
the  wickedness  of  Ma^^  point  home  upon  thee?  And  didst 

Nor  even  in  this  affair ,  that  thou  not  on  that  occaaion  heavily 
sticks  most  upon  me,  which  my  blame  thyself ^? 
conscience  makes  such  a  handle  Thou  canst  not  pretend,  and  I 
of  a^nst  me,  art  thou  so  innocent  know  thou  wilt  not,  Uiat  thou  wert 
as  thou  fanciest  thyself.  Thou  afraid  of  thy  life  by  talcing  audi  ft 
wilt  staure  at  this:  fiut  it  is  true,  measure:  for  a  braver  fellow Irres 
aiui  1  will  convince  thee  of  it  in  not  nor  a  more  fearless,  than  Jack 
aniustHut  Belford.    I  remember  several  in- 

I  Aou^ayost,  thouwo\i\d'a\\i«^«         *  ^i««\iiftk«c  crir.  of  vd.  in. 
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stances,  and  thou  canat  uot  forget 
them,  where  thou  liast  ventured 
thj  bones,  thy  neck,  tb;  life, 
Bigainst  numbers  in  a,  cause  ot 
roguery ;  and  hailst  thou  had  a 
spark  of  that  virtue,  whieh  now 
thou  art  willing  to  flatter  thyaelf 
thou  hast,  thou  would'at  surely 
have  run  a  risk  to  save  an  in- 
nocence, and  a  virtue  that  it  he- 
came  every  man  to  protect  and 
espouse,  Thia  is  the  truth  of  the 
case,  greatly  as  it  makes  against 
myself  But  I  hate  an  hypocrite 
from  my  soul. 

I  believe  I  should  have  killed 
thee  at  the  ^wii',  if  Icould,  hadst 
lliou  betrayed  lue  thus.  But  1  am 
surenoHT.thatI  would  have  thank- 
ed thee  for  it,  with  all  mj  heart ; 
and  thought  thee  more  a  father, 
and  a  frieud,  than  my  real  father, 
aud  my  best  friend  —  and  it  was 
natural  for  thee  to  think ,  with  bo 
eitalted  a  merit  as  this  lady  had, 
that  this  would  have  been  the 
ease,  when  consideration  took 
place  of  passion :  or,  rather,  when 
that  d— ned  fondness  for  in- 
trigue ceased,  whieh  never  was  my 
pride  BO  much  as  it  is  now,  upon 
reflection,  my  curse. 

Set  about  defending  thyself, 
and  1  will  prohe  thee  still  deeper, 
!t»d  convict  thee  still  mori>  effec- 
tually, that  thou  bast  more  guilt 
than  merit  even  in  this  affair.  And 
as  to  all  the  others,  in  which  we 
were  accnatomed  to  hunt  in 
couples,  thou  wert  always  the  for- 
vrardest  whelp,  and  more  ready  by 
far,  to  run  away  with  me,  tbanl 
with  thee.  Yet  canst  thou  now 
compote  thy  hone-mUBclcs,  and 
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cry  out.  How  much  more  hast 
thou,  Lovelace,  to  answer  for  than 
1  have !  —  Saying  nothing,  neither, 
when  thou  sayest  this,  were  it 
frue:  for  thoQ  wilt  not  be  tried, 
when  the  time  cornea,  by  cinapari- 
xim.  In  short  thou  ma^ 'at,  at  this 
rate,  so  miserably  deceive  thyself, 
that  notwithstanding  all  thy  self- 
denial  and  mortification,  when 
thou  closest  thy  eyes,  thou  may's! 
perhaps  open  them  in  a  place 
where  thou  thoughtest  least  to 
he. 

However,  consult  thy  old 
woman  on  this  subject.  Isnallbe 
thought  to  be  out  of  character  if  I 
go  ou  in  this  strain.  But  really  as 
to  a  title  to  merit  in  thia  affair,  I 
do  assure  thee.  Jack,  that  thou 
less  deservest  praise  than  an 
horse-pond;  and  I  wish  I  had  the 
mousing  of  thee. 

1  AM  actually  now  employed  in 
taking  leave  of  my  friends  in  the 
country.  I  had  once  thought  of 
taking  To  ml  inson,  as  I  called  him, 
with  me;  but  his  destiny  has 
frustrated  that  intention. 

Next  Monday  I  think  to  see  you 
intowni  and  then  you,  and  I,  and 
Mowbray  and  Tourville,  will 
laugh  otF  that  evening  together. 
They  will  both  accompany  me  (as 
I  expect  jiiK  will)  toDojrer,  if  not 
cross  the  water.  I  must  leave  you 
and  them  good  friends.  They 
take  extremely  amiss  the  treat- 
ment you  have  given  them  in  your 
lastlettora.  They  say  you  strike 
at  theh-  understandings.  I  laugh 
at  them;  and  tell  them,  tiiat  those 
people  who  have  leaxl^  wft^^a.  g 
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most  ajit  to  be  angr;  nhen  it  i>  not  the  widow  LoTkk'ft  daDgbttTj  L 
called  in  ifaeation.  'oraniece?    It  is  not  evotr  giilM  I 

Make  up  all  the  p^>«ra  and  nar-  fortune  and  famiig  HaX  wUl  £^  W  I 
ratives  yaa  can  spare  me  ag;aiast  prayers  witii  thee  tmet  or  Uptt  A  I 
Uie  time.  The  will  partJCQlarl)'  day.  Bat  since  thoa  art  for  taUir 
1  eipeet  io  take  with  me.  Who  a  wife  to  mortify  with,  wbat  ■ 
knows  bat  what  those  thinga,  i  thou  mairieft  the  widow  beiMor 
wiiich  will  help  to  f«care  you  iu; —  She  will  then  hare  a  donbk 
the  way  yon  are  got  into,  may  concern  in  thy  converBion. 

and  she  may  lite-b-tile  pass  b 


Thou  talkest  of  a  wife.  Jack: 
what  Ihinkest  then  of  our  Char- 
lotte? Her  family  and  fortnne,  I 
doubt,  according  to  thy  scheme, 
arc  a  little  too  high.  Will  those 
be  an  objection?  Charlotte  is  a 
smart  girl.  For  piety  (thy  pre* 
sent  turn)  1  cannot  sajmach:  yet 
she  is  as  serious  as  most  of  her  aei 
at  her  time  of  life  —  would  flaunt 
italittle,  Ibelieve,  too,  like  the 
rest  of  them ,  were  her  reputation 

But  it  won't  do  neither,  now  I 
think  of  it;  —  thou  art  so  homely 
und  so  awkward  a  creaturel  Hast 
Kuch  a  boatswain- like  air!  — 
People  would  think  she  had 
jiicked  thee  up  in  Wappiiig,  or 
Kotherbithe;  or  in  going  to  eee 
some  new  ship  launched,  or  to 
view  the  docks  at  Cbathaui,  or 
PortEinonth.  So  gaudy  and  ao 
clumsy!  Thy  tawdriness  won't  do 
with  Cbarlottel  —  So  sit  thee 
down  contented ,  Belford :  al- 
though I  think  in  a  whimsical 
way,  as  now,  I  mentioned  Char- 
lotte to  thee  once  before*.  Yet' 
would  I  fain  secure  thy  morals 
'--,  ifmatrimonywilldoit.  Let 
■ '  —  Now  I  have  it.  —  Has 


cocnfortable  winter's  eTeningW- 
sether,  carapaiing  expenemxi,  <U 
3ie  good  folks  callthem. 

I  am  serious,  .lack,  faith 
And  I  would  have  thee  1 
into  thy  wise  consideration- 

E.L. 

Mr.  Belford  returns  a  very  M 
rious  answer  to  the  preeedtq 
letter;  tchuh  appears  not. 

In  it,  he  most  heartily  i 
that  he  hud  wiUistood  Mr.  lioH 
lace,  whatever  bad  been  tT 
couaeqnenGe,  in  desigtiB  so  d 
borately  base  and  iingratefi 
and  so  long  and  steadily  pn 
sued.agamst  aladywhosemer 
and  innocence  entitled  her  I 
the  protection  of  every  man  wl 
had  the  least  pretences  to  tb 
title  of  a.yeiillefiian :  and  who  dl 
served  to  be  even  ilie  public  eon 

lie  most  severely  ceuBures  his 
self  for  his  false  notions  < 
honour  to  bis  friend,  on  th 
head;  and  recollects  what  tl 
divine  lady,  as  he  calls  her,  sai 
to  him  on  this  veiy  subject,  I 
related  by  himself  in  his  lott 
to  Lovelace,  No,  oiiv.  Vol.  H 
to  which  Lovelace  also  ^both  4 
sligaior  and  aeriiser)  refers,  n 
to  his  own  regret  and  shame  ( 
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.  He  distin^ahes, 
however,  between  an  irrepar- 
oble  injury  intended  to  a 
CtAMSBA,  and  one  designed  to 
tuck  of  the  sei,  as  oontribate  by 
B  their  weaknesa  and  indiacre- 
*tion,to  their  own  fall,  «nd  there- 
!>y  entitle  theniselres  to  a  I 
ihare  of  the  guilt  wbieh  ae 


but 
■ilamentB,  for  Mr. 
■'soke,  that  he  etves  him,  with  so 
lodicrous  anif  unconcerned  an 
~ ',  such  solemn  and  useful  les- 
18  and  warnings.  Neverthe- 
B,  he  resolTOa  to  make  it  his 
lOle  endeavour,  he  tells  him, 
"to  render  them  efficacioua  to 
"  himself;  and  should  think  him- 
^  self  but  too  happy,  if  he  should 
be  enabled  to  bgI  him  such  " 
example,  as  may  be  a  means 
bring  abont  the  refonnation  of 
a  man  bo  dear  to  him  as  he  haa 
^'always  been,  from  the  firet  of 
piheiraaiuaintance;  and  who  is 

Sable  of  thinking  so  rightly 
deeply;  thoagn  at  present 
ktoanchUttie  purpose,  as  makes 
'  '    very  knowledge 


subject  that  1  must  not,  cannot 
diBpense  with;  as  I  promiBed  the 
divine  lady,  that  1  would  do  every 


thing  in  my  power  to  prevent  that 
fiirthermischief  of  winch  she  was 
BO  very  apprehensive. 

I  will  not  content  myself  with 
distant  hints.  It  Ib  with  very  great 
concern  that  I  have  just  now 
heard  of  a  declaration  which  you 
are  aaid  to  have  made  to  your  re- 
lations at  Harlowe  Place,  that 
you  wilt  not  rest  till  you  have 
avenged  your  couain's  wrongs 
upon  Mr,  Lovelace. 

Far  he  it  from  me  to  offer  to  de- 
fend the  unhappy  roan,  or  even 
\indulyta  extenuate  his  crime  1  But 
yet  I  must  say,  that  the  family, by 
theirperaecutions  of  the  dear  lady 
at  first,  and  by  their  implacable- 
noss  afterwards,  ought,  at  least, 
to  slutre  the  blame  with  him. 
There  is  even  gi'Cat  reason  to  be- 
lieve, that  a  lady  of  such  a  reli- 
giouB  turn,  her  virtue  neither  to 
be  florprised  nor  corrupted,  her 
will  inviolate,  would  have  got  over 
atneie perxdiKii injury ;  eapecially 
as  ho  would  have  done  all  thatwat 
in  his  power  to  repair  it;  and  as, 
from  the  application  of  all  his  fa- 
mily in  hia  favour ,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances attending  his  sincere 
and  voluntary  offer,  the  lady 
might  have  condescended,  with 
greaterglory  to  herself,  than  if  he 
id  never  offended. 
When  1  have  the  pleasure  of 
se^g  you  next,  I  will  acquaint 
-ou,air,  with  all  thooiroumatances 
f  this  melancholy  atory;  from 
liich  you  will  see,  that  tar,  Love- 
lace was  extremely  ill  treated  at 
first  by  the  wholefamily,  thiaad- 
mirable  lady  excepted.  This  ex- 
ception,   I  know,  lv«\^VsD&>a>k 
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crime :  but  us  his  principal  ijiteu- 
tion  was  but  to  try  her  virtue ;  and 
that  he  became  so  earnest  a  sup- 
pliant to  her  for  tnarria^;  and  as 
he  lias  suffered  bo  deplorably  in 
the  loss  of  hia  reason,  for  not 
having  it  in  his  poiver  to  repair  her 
wrongs;  I  presume  to  hope,  that 
much  is  to  be  pleaded  against 
such  a  resolution  as  tou  are  said 
to  hare  made.  I  will  read  to  you 
at  the  same  time  some  pafsa^es 
liom  letters  of  his;  two  of  which 
(one  but  this  moment  received) 
will  convince  you,  that  the  un- 
happy man.  Who  is  but  now  re- 
covering his  intellects,  needs  no 
greater  punishment  than  what  he 
has  from  his  own  reilectione. 

I  have  just  now  read  ove 
copies  of  the  dear  lady's  post- 
humous letters.  I  send  them  all 
to  you,  except  that  direeted  foi 
Mr.  Lovelace,  which  I  reserve  till 
I  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you. 
Lot  me  entreat  you  to  reaa  once 
more  Ihat  written  to  yourself,  and 
Mdltoher brother*;  which  latter 
I  now  send  you;  as  they  are  in 
point  to  the  present  subject. 

I  think,  su',  they  areunanswer- 
abl&    Sueh,atlea9t,  istheeffect 
thev  have  upon  me,  that  I  hoi 
shall  never  be  provoked  to  d 
my    sword    again    in    a   private 
quarrel. 

To  the  weight  these  needs  must 
have  upon  you,  lot  me  add,  that 
the  unliappy  man  has  ^iven 
«Ein  occasion  of  offence,  since  your 
visit  to  him  at  Lord  M.'s,  when; 


i  IllSTOKV  OF 


that  you  yourself  urged  to  yov 
dear    cousin   Jier    for^vescsB    ~ 

Let  me  aiso  [though  1  presm 
to  hope  there  is  no  need,  when  ;o 
coolly  consider  every  thin^)  n 
mind  you  of  yonr  own  promise  t( 
your  departing  cousin;  relyin 
upon  which,   ner  I    ' 


Reflect,     my     dear     ColoiM 

Morden,  that  the  highest  inJBi; 
was  to  her:  her  family  all  have' 
sharein  the  fousc:  sAe  foi^veait 
wbj  should  we  not  endeaTOOr  t 
imitate  what  we  admire? 

You  asked  me,  sir,  when  i 
town,  if  a  brave  man  could  b«  ■ 
premeditatedly  base  one?  —  Got 
eraUy  upeataig,  I  believe  bravei; 
and  baseness  are  iucompatihU 
But  Mr.  TiOvelace's  character,  id 
the  instance  before  us,  affords  I 
proof  of  the  truth  of  the  coi 
observation ,  that  there 
genera]  rule  but  has  its  exeepn 
flons:  for  EngSand,  I  believe,! 
gallant  a  uation  as  it  is  deemed  i 
be,  has  not  in  it  a  braver  spiri 
than  his;  nor  a  man  who  bae  ■ 
greater  skilt  at  his  weapons;  i 
more  caimnws  with  his  akiU. 

I  mention  not  this  with  i 
thought  that  it  can  a&ect  Colon) 
Morden;  whoif  hebenotwithhel 

influenced  by  those  I  have  i 
minded  him  of,  will  tell  we,  tl 
this  skill,  and  this  bravery,  «. 
make  bim  the  more  worthy  « 
'    '  ig  called  upon  by  him. 


^  0  well  satisfied  ofhis|     To  these  supbbior  motives  111 

intention  to  atone  for  hia  crimes, ,  I   refer  myself:    and   with   tJ 
Igteatci  conHdeuGOi  as  »  ~ 


ending  in  blood  would  not,  at  Ihiii 

time,  Eave  the  plea  lie  for  It  with 

any  hodij,   nhicli  auddcn  passion 

might  have  with^ome;  but  would 

be  conatnied  by  all,  to  be  a  cool 

J   and  deliberate  act  of  revenge  for 

I'ta  evil  absolutely  irretrievable: 

1  anact.  of  wbichaoraveandnoble 

I  spirit  ^chasiethe^entleman'sto 

I  whom  I  now  write)  is  not  capable. 

J       Eicoae  me,  sir,  for  the  sake  of 

I  jay  eiecutorial  duty  and  promise, 

I  keeping  in   eye  the  dear  lady's 

\^80nal   mjunvllons,    aa   well  as 

■-Wn'Hen   wi//,   enforced    by  letters 

^^poatkumnus.  Every  article  of  which 

rniolicitOUB  as  we  holh  are  to  see  it 

J  "only  performed)  she  would  have 

I  diapeused     with,      rather    than 

1  fiirther  miscliief  BBouid  happen  on 

I  ber  account.  I  am,  dear  em, 

Your  afi^ctionate  and  faithful 

aervant,  J.  Bglford. 
Tlie  foUotaing  in  the  piislluimini« 
letter  to  Col.  Morden,  referred  to 
m  the  aboae. 

I/BTTEK  OLVn. 


As  it  is  imceitaiu,  from  m^ 
present  weak  state,  whether,  if 
living,  I  may  be  in  a  condition  to 
receive,  as  I  ought,  the  favour  yon 
intend  me  of  a  visit,  when  you 
come  to  London,  I  take  this  op- 
portunity to  return  you,  while 
able,  the  humble  acknowledg- 
ments of  a  grateful  heart,  for  all 
your  goodness  to  me  from  child- 
hood  till  now:  and  more  particu- 1 
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larly  for  your  present  kind  inter-        l 
position    111   my   favour  —  God        ' 
Almighty  for  ever  bless  you,  dear 
sir,   for  the  kindness  you  endea- 
voured to  procure  for  me ! 

One  principal  end  of  my  writing 
to  you  in  thia  solemn  manner,  is, 
to  beg  of  you,  which  I  do  with  the 
utmost  earnestness,  thatwhenyou 
come  to  hear  the  particulara  ofmy 
story,  you  will  not  suffer  aclice 
resentment  to  take  place  in  your 
generous  breaat  on  my  account. 

Kemember,  my  dear  cousin, 
that  vengeance  ia  God's  province, 
and  he  has  undertaken  to  repay 
it;  nor  will  you,  I  hope,  iuvadle 
that  province:  —  especially  as 
there  ia  no  neceaaity  for  you  to 
attempt  to  vindicate  my  fame; 
since  the  offender  himself  (before 
he  is  called  upon)  lias  stood  forth, 
and  offered  to  do  me  all  thejustice 
that  you  could  have  e^itorted  from 
him,  had  Hived:  and  when  your 
own  person  may  be  endangered 
by  running  an  equal  liuk  with  a 
gui/ti/  man. 

Duelling,  sir,  I  need  not  tell 
yov,  who  nave  adorned  a  public 
character,  is  not  only  an  usorna- 
tion  of  the  divine  prerogative,  but 
it  ia  an  insult  upon  magistracy 
and  good  government.  "Tis  an 
impious  act.  'Tia  an  attempt  to 
take  away  a  life  that  ought  not  to 
depend  uponaprivate  sword:  an 
act,  the  consequence  of  which  is 
to  huriT  a  soul  (all  its  sins  upon 
its  head)  into  peraition;  endanger- 
ing that  of  the  poor  triumph er  — 
since  neither  intend  to  give  to  the 
other  that  ciofice,  aslmay  calLit., 
for  the  disrina  iMs^^  ..va  -axi.  o^- 
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portunity  of  repentance ,   which 
each  presumes  to  hope  for  him  self. 

SeeK  not  then,  I  beaeech  you, 
sir,  to  aggravate  my  fault,  by  a 
puTHuit  oi  Dlood ,  which  must  n 
ceaa  arily  bedeemedaconsenueni 
of  that  fault.    Give  not  the  u 
happy  man  the  merit  (were  y( 
assuredly  to  he  the  victor)  of  fal 
ing  by  your  hand.   At  present  he 
is  the  perfidious,  the  ungrateful 
deceiver;  but  will  not  the  forfei- 
ture of  uis  life ,  and  the  probable 
loss  of  his  soul ,  be  a  dreadful 
piation  forhavingmadememii 
able  for  a  few  months  only,  and 
through  that  misery,  by  the  divine 
favour,  happy  to  all  eternity? 

In  such  acafle,inycouBiii,wherfi 
shall  the  evilstop?  and  who  shall 
avenge  on  youV  —  And  who 
your  avenger? 

Let  the  poor  man's  conscien 
then,  dear  sir,  avenge  mo.  . 
will  one  day  find  pimishment 
more  than  enough  from  that. 
liSave  him  to  the  chance  of  re- 
pentance. If  the  Almighty  will 
give  him  time  for  it,  why  should 
you  deny  it  him  ?  —  Let  him  still 
be  the  guilty  aggreasor;  and  Ie1 
no  one  say,  Clarissa  Harlowe  it 
now  amply  revenged  in  his  fall; 
or,  in  the  case  of  yours,  (which 
Heaveu  avert!)  that  her  fault, 
instead  of  being  buried  in  her 
grave,  is  perpetuated,  and  ag- 
gravated,, by  a  loss  far  greater 
flianthat  of  herself. 

Often,  sir,  has  the  more  guilty 

a  the  vanquisher  of  the  kss. 

Earl  of  Shrewsbury,   in   the 

of  Charles  11.  as  I  have 

endeavouring  to  revenge 


|B»een 
HE? 


the  greatest  injuiy  that  a 

do  to  man,  met  with  his  death  1^ 

Bam-elma ,  trom  the  hand  of  tl 

S'  ^Doble  duke  who  had  vilel]^ 
ishonoured  him.  Nor  ei 
thought  an  unequal  dispeneatioii 
were  it  f/eaernlly  to  happen,  thl 
theuaurperof  the  divine  prerogt 
tive  should  he  punished  for  i 
presumption  by  the  man -whom  he* 
sought  to  deatroyj  and  who,  how- 
ever previously  criminal,  is  put.  in 
this  case,  upon  a  necessary  act  of 
self-defence. 

May  Heaven  protect  yon,  si 

all  your  ways;  and,  once  mt 

pray,  reward  you  for  all  your 
kindness  to  me!  A  kindness  m 
worthy  of  govr  heart,  and  bo  ex- 
ceedingly grateful  to  niitie:  that  of 
seeking  to  make  peace ,  and  to  re- 
concile parents  to  a  once  beloT^ 
child;  uncles  to  a  niece  late  tbdr 
favourite;  and  a  brother 
sister  to  a  sister  whom  once  ttey 
thought  not  unworthy  of  that 
tender  relation.  A  kindneu  h 
greatly  preferable  to  the  vet 
ance  of  the  murdering  sword. 

Be  acomforter,  dear  sir,  to 
honoured  parents,  as  you  h 
beentotne:  and  may  we,  through 
the  divine  goodness  to  us  boUi 
meetin  that  messed  eternity,  into 
which,  as  I  humbly  trust,  I  shall 
have  entered  when  you  read  thii. 

prays ,  and  to  her  latest  hour  J 
will  pray,  my  dear  cousin  Morde^4 
my  n-iend,  my  guardian,  but  aatm 
my  avenger—  [dear  sir !  ren 


Your( 


ver-affectionate  and 
obliged 


LETTEH   CLVm. 


give  you 

I  Rm  obliged  to  you  for  tbe  let- 
ten  you  have  communicaited  to 
me;  and  stiLftirther  for  your  pro- 
mise to  favour  me  with  others  oc- 
casionally. 

All  that  relates  to  my  dear 
coUBinlahall  beglad  tosee,  beit 
from  whom  it  will. 

I  leave  to  your  own  discretion, 
what  may  or  may  not  be  proper 
for  Miss  Howe  to  see  from  a  pen 

I  admire  her  Bpirit.  Were  she  a 
man ,  do  you  think ,  sir ,  she  at  this 
iiiiie  would  have  your  advice  Jo 
take,  upon  BuchaHuhJectas  that 
upon  which  you  write? 

Pear  not,  however,  that  your 
communications  shall  put  ueupon 
any  meaauies  that  otherwise  I 
should  not  have  taken.  The  wick- 
edness, sir,  is  of  such  a  nature,  as 
admits  not  of  aggravation. 

Tet  I  do  assure  you,  that  I  have 
not  made  any  resolutions  that  will 
beatieu^ionuie. 

I  have  indeed  expreased  myself 
with  vehemence  upon  the  occa- 
sion. Who  could  forbear  to  do  so? 
But  it  is  not  my  way  to  resolve  iu 
matters  of  moment,  till  oppor- 
tunity brings  the  execution  of  my 
purposes  within  my  reach.  We 
shall  see  by  what  manner  of  spirit 
this  young  man  will  be  actuated, 
on  his  recovery.  If  he  continue  to 
brave  and  defy  R  family,  which  he 


407 

has  so  irreparably  iiyuved  —  if  ^ 
but  resolutions  ilepeodinK  upon 
future  contingencies  are  best  left 
to  future  determination,  asljnat 
now  hinted. 

Meantime,  I  will  own,  that  I 
think  my  cousin's  arguments  un- 
answerable. No  go'ifi  man  but 
must  be  influenced  by  them.  — 
But,  alas!  sir,  who  u  good? 

As  to  your  arguments ;  I  hope 
you  will  believe  ine,  when  I  as- 
sure you,  as  I  now  do,  tbat^our 
opinion ,  and  your  reasonmga, 
have,  and  will  always  have ,  great 
and  deserved  weight  withme:  and 
that  I  respect  you  still  more  thanl 
did,  if  possible,  for  your  eipostu- 
latious  in  support  of  my  cousin's 
pious  injunctions  to  me.  They 
come  from  yoa,  air,  with  the  great- 
est propriety,  as  her  executor  and 
representative;  and  likewise  as 
you  are  a  man  of  humanity,  and  a 
well-wisher  to  both  parties. 

I  am  not  exempt  from  violent 

eissions,sir,  any  more  than  your 
iend;  but  then  I  hope  they  are 
only  capable  of  being  raised  by 
other  people's  insolence,  and  not 
by  vay  own  arrogance.  If  ever  I 
iun  stimulated  by  my  imperfec- 
tions and  my  resentment  to  act 
against  m^  judgment,  and  my 
cousin's  injunctions;  some  such 
reflections  as  these  that  follow, 
will  run  away  with  my  reason. 
Indeed  they  are  always  present 

In  the  first  place;  my  own  dis- 
appointment: who  came  over 
with  the  hope  of  passing  tbe  iv- 
mainder  of  mf  GMLii«<ukViai&vnk-  ' 


THE  niSTOEY  OP 
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veraation  of  a.  relation  ao  be- 
loved; and  to  whom  I  had  a 
double  rplation,  aa  b<?r  cousin 
and  tniatee. 

Then  I  reflect,  too-too  often  per- 
hapB  for  mj  engagements  to  her 
inner  last  hours,  that  the  deai' 
ereatnre  could  only  forgive  for 
liei-Kelf.  She,  no  doubt,  is  nappy: 
but  who  shall  forcive  ior  iLichole 
family,  in  all  its  branches  made 
miaerabie  for  their  lives? 

That  the  more  faulty  her  friends 
were  as  to  her,  the  more  enorm- 
uua  his  ingratitude,  and  tbc 
more  inexcusable  —  what!  sir, 
wns  it  not  enough,  that  sbe 
EufFered  what  she  did  for  hint, 
but  the  barbarian  must  make 
her  suffer  for  her  sufferings  for 
hU  eakef  —  Passion  makes  me 
express  this  weakly:  passion 
refuses  the  aid  of  expression 
sometimes,  where  the  propriety 
of  a  resentment, /iranu/aei'e,  de- 
clares expression  to  be  needless. 
I  leave  it  to  yvu,  air,  to  give  this 
reflection  its  due  force. 

That  the  author  of  this  diffusive 
mischief  perpetrated  it  pre- 
meditatedly,  waotoulv,  in  the 
gaiety  of  his  heart.  To  try  my 
cousin,  sayyoUj  sir!  To  try  the 
virtue  of  a  Clarissa,  sir!  —  Had 


nol  be.  —  If  he  avers  that  she 
did,  I  am  indeed  called  upon  — 
but  I  will  have  patience. 
That  he  carried  her,  as  now  it 
appears,  to  a  vile  brothel,  pur- 
posely to  put  her  out  of  al! 
-  himself  out 


of  the  reach  of  all  bOTomve  tb- 


morse:  and  that  finding  he 
proof  against  all  the  comma 
arts  of  delusion,  base  and  u 
manly  aria  were  there  used  _ 
effect  his  wicked  purposes,  Onef\ 
dead,  the  injured  samt,  •-  '"^ 
will,  says,  heJuinseenhei 

That  I  could  not  knowtlus,wke 
I  saw  him  at  M.  Hall:  that  the' 
object  of  his  attempts  eou- 
sidered,  I  could  not  BUppoM 
there  was  such  a  monstet 
breathing  as  he;  that  it  was 
natural  for  mo  to  (mpute  hei 
refusal  of  htm  rather  to  ttonsi- 
toiy  resentment,  to  consdoui- 
neaa  of  human  frailty,  sod 
mingled  doubts  of  the  sinc^ty 
of  his  offers^  than  to  villaiiuei, 
which  had  given  theicreTembli 
blow,  and  liad  at  that  instant 
brought  her  down  to  the  g&tn 
of  death ,  which  in  a  very  f^ 
days  inclosed  her. 

That  he  is  a  man  of  defiance:  > 
man  who  thinks  to  awe  every 
one  by  his  insolent  darings,  ana 
by  his  pretensions  to  superior 
courage  and  akill. 

That,  diaerace  as  be  ie  to  bli 
name,  andto  thecbaraoterots 
gentleman,  the  manwonld  not 
want  merit,  who,  in  vindioatjoa 
of  the  itishonoured  diatinction, 
should  expunee  and  blot  him 
out  of  the  worthy  list. 

That  lie  injured  family 
son,  who,  however  unwortbyi 
such  a  sister,  is  of  a  Uaa\ 
vehement,  unbridled,  fierce;  i 
equal  therefore  (as  be  has  oi 
indeed  been  found]  to  a  contt. 
tion  with  this  man:  the  kw_ 
wh\th  aoii,  by  a  ' 


CLARISSA  DAELOWB. 


on  BUch  an  occasion ,  and  by  a 
hand  ao  justly  hated,  would 
complete  the  misery  of  the 
wbolo  family  r  and  who,  uever- 
theloBfl,  reaolveB  to  call  him  to 
account,  if  I  do  not:  hts  very 
misbekavinur  perhaps  to  such  a 
sister  stimnlaling  nis  perverse 
heart  to  do  her  memory  the 
more  slipud  jusliee;  though  the 
attempt  might  he  fatal  to  him- 
self. 

Then,  sir,  to  be  a  witness ,  asl 
am  every  hour,  to  the  calamity 
and  distress  of  a  familyto  which 
I  am  related;  every  one  of 
whom,  however  averse  to  an 
alliance  with  him  while  it  had 
mil  taken  place,  would  no  douht 
have  been  soon  reconciled  to 
the  admirable  creature,  had  the 
man(to  whom  for  his  family  aud 
fortunes,  it  was  not  a  dis)  " " " 
to  he  allied)  done  her  bat 
mon  justice! 

To  see  them  hang  their  pensive 
heads;  mope  about,  shunning 
one  another;  though  formerly 
never  used  to  meet  but  to  re~ 
joice  in  each  other;  afflicting 
themselves  with  reflections,  that 
the  last  time  they  respectively 
saw  the  dear  creature,  it  was 
here,  or  there,  at  suchapl&ce, 
in  such  an  attitude ;  and  could 
they  have  thought  that  it  would 
have  been  the  liMtf  —  Every 
one  of  them  reviving  instances 
of  her  excellencies  that  will  for 
a  long  time  make  their  very 
blessings  acuraeto theml  Iler 
closet,  her  chamber,  her  cd- 
buiet,  given  up  to  me  to  dis- 
'  fumisfa,  in  order  to  answer  (now 
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/(JO  liiie  obliging!)  the  legacies 
bequeathed;  unable  themselves 
to  enter  them;  and  even  mak- 
ing use  of  less  convenient  back 
stairs ,  that  they  may  avoid 
passing  by  the  doors  of  her 
apartment! 

Hcrparlour  locked  up;  thewalks, 
the  retirements,  tho  summer- 
house  in  whieh  she  delighted, 
and  in  which  she  used  to  pursue 
her  charming  works;  that,  in 
particular,  from  which  she  went 
to  the  fatal  interview,  shunned 
or  hurried  by,  or  over! 

Iler  perfections,  nevertheless, 
called  up  to  remembrance, 
and  enumerated:  incidents  and 
graces,  unheeded  before,  or 
passed  over  in  the  gi'oup  of  her 
nnmberleas  perfections ,  now 
brought  iuto  notice,  and  dwelt 

The  very  servants  allowed  to  ei- 
patiafe  upon  these  praiseful 
topics  to  theirprincipJsI  Even 
eloquent  in  their  praises!  The 
disb'essed  principals  listening 
and  weeping!  Then  to  see  them 
break  in  upon  the  zealous  ap- 
plaudera,  by  their  impatience 
and  remorse,  and  throw  abroad 
their  helpless  hands,  and  ex- 
claim; then  again  to  see  them 
listen  to  hear  more  of  herpraises, 
and  weep  again — they  even  en- 
couraging the  servants  to  repeat 
how  they  used  to  be  atopt  by 
strangers  to  ask  after  her,  aud 
by  those  who  knew  her  to  be 
told  of  sonie  new  instances  to 
her  honour  —  how  aggravating 
all  this  I 


I 

I 


alnaje  cka  in  robes  of  light: 
alw&ya  CDdoarouring  to  com- 
fort ihaa,  who  declate,  that 
they  shall  never  more  koon 
comfort! 


How  she  wrought!  How  she 
talked!  How  she  sung!  How 
sheplayedl  Hervoice,  moaic! 
Heraccent,  harmony! 

Her  converBatioii  how  instruc- 
tirel  how  soQght  after'.  The 
delight  of  persons  of  all  ages, 
ofbothseies,  of  all  ranks!  yet 
how  humble,  how  con  descend- 
ing!  Never  weredignityandhu- 
mui^  so  illustriously  mingled! 

At  other  times,  how  generous, 
how  noblCj  how  charitable,  how 
judicious  in  her  charities!  In 
evecyftction  laudable!  In  every 
attitude  attractive!  In  every  ap- 
pearance, whether  full-dressed, 
or  in  the  housewife's  more 
humble  garb,  equally  elegant, 
and  equally  lovely!  Like  oi  re- 
sembling Miss  Clarissa  Harlowe, 
they  now  remember  to  be  a 
praise  denoting  the  highest  de- 
gree of  eseellence ,  with  every 
one,  whatever  person,  action, 
or  rank,  spoken  of  ^Tho  desi- 
rable daughter:  the  obliging 
kinswoman;  the  affectionate 
sister  (all  envy  now  subdued!) 
the  faithful,  the  warm  friend; 
the  affable,  the  kind,  the  bene- 1 
volent  mistress!  —  Not  one  fault , 
remembered!  All  their  severi- 
ties called  cruelties:  mutually 
HccoBing  each  other;  each  himi 


and  herself;  and  all  to  raise  her 
character,  and  torment  thom- 
eelves. 

Such,  sir,  was  the  angel,  of 
whom  the  vilest  of  men  has  de- 

E rived  the  world !  You,  sir,  who 
now  more  of  the  barbarous  n 
chinations  and  practices  of  thia 
strange  man,  can  help  me  to  slill 
more  mflaming  reasons,  were  they 
needed ,  why  a  man  not  perfect, 
may  stand  eicused  to  the  geae- 
rality  of  the  world ,  if  be  should 
pursue  his  vengeance;  and  the 
rather,  as  through  an  absence  of 
six  years^high  as  just  report,  and 
the  promises  of  her  early  youth* 
from  childhood  had  raised  her  ii 
bia  esteem)  he  could  not  till  no< 
know  one  half  of  her  excelleucies 
—  till  now!  that  we  have  lost, 
for  ever  lost,  the  admirable  ci 
ture 1  — 

But  I  will  force  myself  from  this 
subject,  after  1  have  repeated  that 
I  have  not  yet  made  any  resolu- 
tions that  can  biud  me.  When- 
ever I  do,  I  shall  be  ^lad  they  may 
be  such  as  may  merit  the  honour 
of  your  approbation. 

I  xend  you  back  the  copies  of 
the  posthumous  letters.  I  see  the 
humanity  of  your  purpose,  in  the 
transmission  of  them  to  me;  and 
I  thank  you  most  heartily  for  it.  I 
presume,  that  it  ia  owing  to  the 
same  laudable  consideration,  that 
you  kept  back  the  copy  of  that  to 
the  wicked  man  himself. 
'  I  intend  to  wait  upon  Miss 
Howe  in  pei-son  with  the  diamond 
,ring,  and  auch  Other  of  the  eJfect« 


bequeathed  to  her  as  are  here.    I 

Your  most  faithful  and 
obliged  serrant, 
Wh.  Mubdeii. 

itr.  Bdford,  in  his  anfwer  to  this 
tetter,  farther  enforces  the  laihfs 

'  i^ing  injimctions;  and  rejoices 
thai  the  colonel  has  made  no  vin- 
diclwe  regoluu'ont ;  and  hopes 
every  tkmff  from  his  pradenm  and 

'conaideration,  and  from  his  pro- 

■  tnise  ghxn  to  the  dying  lady. 

"He  refers  to  the  seeing  him  in  tmrni 
an  account  of  the  dreadfiil  ends  of 

■  two  of  (Ah  greatest  criminals  in 

*'his  cotmn's  affair.  "ThiH,  soys 
he,  together  with  Mr.  Love- 
lace's disorder  of  mind,  looks 
AH  if  Providence  had  already 
taken  the  punishment  of  these 
unhappy  wretches  into  its  own 

"Se  desires  the  colonel  mill  giiie  him 
*«  da^s  notice  of  his  coming  to 
Imntt,  lest  otherwise  he  may  be  ab- 
sent at  tie  ime  —  iMs  he  does, 
though  he  tells  him  not  the  reason, 
'  with  a  viev!  to  prevent  a  meeting 
between  Afni  and  Mr.  Lovelace; 
who  might  be  in  town  (as  he  ap- 
prehends) about  the  same  time,  in 
his  way  to  go  abroad. 


lAMNOT   help   congratulating 

Ryself,  as  well  as  you,  that  we 
ive  already  got  through,  with 
Jie  family,  every  articfe  of  the 
^,  where  titey  have  any  concent. 


You  left  me  a  discretional 
power,  in  man^  instanees:  aud  id 
pursuance  of  it ,  1  have  had  my 
dear  cousin's  personal  jewels  va- 
lued, and  will  account  to  you  for 
them,  at  the  highest  price,  when 
I  come  to  town,  as  well  as  for 
other  matters  that  you  were 
pleased  to  entruat  to  my  manage* 

These  jewels  1  have  presented  ' 
to  my  cousin  Dolly  Hervey,  in 
acknowledgment  of  her  love  to  . 
the  dear  departed.  I  have  told 
Miss  Howe  of  this;  aud  she  ia  as 
well  pleased  with  what  I  have 
done,  as  if  she  had  been  the  pur- 
chaser of  them  herself.  Aa  that 
young  lady  has  jewels  of  her  own, 
she  could  only  have  wished  to 
purchase  these  because  they  were 
her  beloved  friend's, — Thegrand- 
mother's  jewels  are  also  valued; 
and  the  money  will  be  paid  me  for 
you,  to  be  carried  to  the  uses  of 
the  will, 

Mrs.  Norton  is  preparing,  by 
general  consent,  to  enter  upon  her 
office  as  housekeeper  at  the  Gnice. 
But  it  is  my  opinion,  that  she  will 
not  be  long  on  this  side  heaven. 

I  waited  upon  Miss  Howe  my- 
self, as  1  tola  you  i  would,  with 
what  wiia  bequeathed  to  her  and 
her  mother.  You  will  not  be  dis- 
pleased, perhaps,  if  1  make  a  few 
obaerrations  with  regard  to  that 

J'oung  lady,  so  dear  to  my  be- 
oved  oousm,  as  you  have  not  a 
personal  acquaintance  with  her 

There  never  was  a  firmer  and 
nobler  jriendship  in  women,  than 
that  between  uiy  dear  couslaantl 
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MiBgHowe,toirhich  this  wretched 
man  haa  given  a  period. 

FrlendAip,  generally  speaking, 
Mr.  Belford,  is  too  fervent  a  flame 
for  female  miude  to  manace:  a 
light,that  batinafewoftheirhands 
bums  steady ,  and  often  hnrriea 
the  sei  into  tligbt  &nd  absurd!^. 
Like  other  eitremea,  it  is  hardly 
ever  durable.  Marriage,  whien 
is  the  highest  state  of  friendeliip, 
generally  absorbs  the  rooatvebe-, 
ment  frieDdships  of  female  to  fe- 1 
male;  and  that  whether  thewed-| 
lock  be  happy 

Whatfemale  mind  is  capable  of 
two  fervent  friend  ships  at  the 
same  time?  —  This  I  mention  as  u 
general  observaliim :  but  the  friend- 
ship that  Babsiated  between  these 
two  ladies  afibrds  a  remarkable 
exception  to  it;  which  I  account 
for  from  those  qualities  s 
tiunments  in  hoih,  nhich, 
they  more  common,  would  furnish 
more  exceptions  still  in  favour  of 
thes( 

Both  had  aa^/arged,  and  even 
a  lifieral,  education;  both  had 
minds  thirsting  after  virtuous 
knowledge:  groat  readers  both 
great  writers  —  [and  eudi/  famillai 
ivrUing  I  take  to  bo  oue  of  the 
irrOttUiit  openers  and  improvers  of 
^    inlnd,  that  -- 


llitflj  [n  fortune^  therefore  above 
that  dependence  each  on  thr 
utjicr,  that  frequently  destroyi 
till)  familiarity  which  is  the  cement 
uf  friondihip.  Both  eiceliine  in 
■""  Til  luojK,  in  which  neither 
t  to  excel  the  other.  Both 
'  irilliclear  and  diatinguiBh- 


ing  faculties;  with  solid  scivw; 
and  from  their  first  intimaiCy  [i 
'  have  many  of  jny  lighU,  sir,  from 
Mrs.  Norlonj  each  seeing  some- 

'  thing  in  the  other  to  fear,  a. -™ 

as  to  lore;  yet  making  it  a.  ._ 
dispensable  condition  of  tlieit 
friendship,  each  to  tell  the  otba 
of  her  failings;  and  to  be  Aankfiil 
for  the  freedom  taken.  One  bf 
nature  gentle;  the  other  madr  iv 
by  her  Ince  and  admiraliin  of  bet 
eialtcd  friend  —  impossible  that 
there  could  be  a  friendship  better 
calculated  for  duration. 

I  must,  however,  take  the  liber^ 
to  blame  Miss  Howe  for  her  be< 
haviour  to  Mr.  Hickman.  And! 
infer  from  it,  that  even  women  ol 
senae  are  not  to  be  trusted  witk 

By  the  way,  I  am  sure  I  n 
not  desire  you  not  to  communi- 
cate to  this  fervent  young  lai^' 
the  liberties  1  take  with  her  ehii- 

I  dare  say,  my  cousin  could  not' 
approve  ofMiss  Howe's  behaviour 
to  this  gentleman:  a  behaviour 
which  is  talked  oi  hii  as  many  a 
knoio  Mr.  Hwktnan  and  her.  Cann 
wise  youag  ladr  be  easy  under 
Buchcensurc?  SheTnuaf knowit 

Mr.  Hickman  is  really  a  reef 
worthy  man.  Every  body  epeakf 
well  of  him.  But  he  is  gentle* 
disposition  ed,  and  be  adores  W  ' 
Howe;  and  love  admits  notof 
air  of  even  due  iVg^iily  to  the  ob- 

J'ect  of  it.  Yet  will  Mr.  Hickman 
lardlyever  get  back  the  reins  hft 
has  yielded  up;  unless  she,  bf 
cftnying  too  far  the  power  t**^ 
which  ibe  aeemi  at  presoit  to 


Benstble,  abould,  when  she  has  no 
'~    iurs  to  confer  which  he  has  not 

e'  t  to  demand,  provoke  him 
ow  off  the  too  neavy  yoke. 
And  should  he  do  so,  and  then 
treat  her  with  negligeuce,  Miss 
Hovm,  of  all  the  women  I  know, 
vrill  be  the  least  able  to  support 
berself  andor  it.  She  will  then  be 
Mord  unhappy  than  she  ever  made 
iim;  for  a,  man  who  is  imeaay  at 
home,  can  divert  bimaclf  abroad: 
trtiich  a  woman  cannot  so  easily 
.do  without  scandal.  — Permit  me 
to  take  further  notice  as  to  Miss 
Sowe ;  that  it  is  very  obvious  to 
me,  that  she  has,  by  her  haughty 
<bebaviour  to  this  worthy  man,  iti~ 
Tolved  herself  in  one  difficult 
-ftom  which  she  knows  not  how  to 
teitricate  herself  with  that  grace 
1  which  accompanies  all  her  actions. 
She  inteuda  to  have  Mr.  Hickman. 
I  believe  she  does  not  dislike  him. 
And  it  will  cost  her  no  small  pains 
to  descend  from  the  elevation  to 
which  she  has  climbed. 

Another  inconvenience  she  will 
Buffer  from  her  having  taught 
every  body  (for  she  is  above  dis- 
guise) to  think,  by  her  treatment 
of  Mr.  Hickman,  mvch  more  meanli/ 


^iuinour  iu  his  dishonour? 

Mrs.  Hone  is  much  disturbed  at, 
ber  danghter's  bebaviour  to  the 
gentleman.  Ueis  very  deservedly 
a  favourite  of  hera.  But  [another, 
failing  in  Mies  Howe]  ber  mother 
has  not  all  the  authoritv  with  her 
that  a  mother  ought  to  have.  Miss 
Howe  is  indeed  a  womau  of  line 
eenae;  but  it  requires  a  high  de- 


gree of  good  understanding, 
well  as  a  sweet  and  gentle  dispo- 
sition of  mind,  and  great  discre- 
tion, in  a  child,  when  grown  iij 
to  let  it  be  seen  that  she  miugli 
reuerence  with  ber  hoe,  to  a  pi. 
rent,  who  has  talents  visibly  infe- 

Mias  Howe  ia  open,  genernui, 
nobte.  The  mother  has  not  any  of 
her  fine  qualities.  Parents,  in 
order  to  preserve  their  children's 
veneration  for  them,  should  take 
great  care  not  to  let  them  see  any 
thing  in  their  conduct,  or  be- 
haviour, or  principlos,  which  they 
themselves  would  not  approve  of 
in  others. 

Mr.  Hickman  has,  however, 
this  consideration  to  comfort  him- 
self with,  that  the  same  vivacity 
S  which  he  suffers,  makes  Miss 
pwe's  own  mulher,  at  times, 
eqvallg  sensible.  And  as  he  sees 
enough  of  this  beforehand,  he  will 
have  more  reason  to  blame  him- 
self than  the  lady,  should  she 
prove  as  lively  a  wife,  as  she  was 
a  mistress,  for  having  continued 
his  addresses,  and  married  her, 
against  such  threatening  ap- 
pparauces. 

There  is  also  another  circum- 
stance, which  good-natured  men 
who  engage  with  even  lively 
women,  may  look  forward  to  with 
pleasure;  a  circumstance  which 
generally  lowers  the  spirits  of  the 
Isdies,  and  danteslicates  them,  as  I 
may  call  it:  and  which,  as  it  will 
bring  those  of  Mr.  Hickman  and 
Miss  Howe  nearer  to  a  par,  that 
worthy  gmtleman  «iU.hBN«&miA» 
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reason,  when  it  happe: 
grutulate  himself  upon. 

Bat  after  all,  I  see  that  there  ia 
something  so  chiU'Tniitgly  hrilliant 
and  frank  in  Miss  Howe  b  disposi- 
tion, althongh,  at  [irosent,  visibly 
overclouded  by  grief,  that  it  is 
impossible  not  to  love  her,  even 
fur  her  failings.  She  may,  and 
I  hope  she  will,  make  Mr.  Hick- 
man an  obliging  wife;  and  if  ehe 
does,  she  will  have  additional 
merit  with  me;  since  she  cannot 
be  apprehensive  of  check  or  con- 
troui;  and  may  therefore  by  her 
generositg  and  pnidence  lay  an 
obligation  upon  her  husband,  by 
the  performance  of  what  is  no 
more  than  her  dull/. 

Her  mother  both  lnves  and  fearti 
her.  Yet  is  Mrs.  Hone  also  a 
woman   of   vivacity,    and  ready 


-^ 


s  pained. 


when  she       ^       . 

she  has,  as  I  hinted  above,  ueo^'cn- 

edher  authority  by  the 

of  her  mind. 

Yet  once  she  praised  her  daugh- 
ter to  mo  with  BO  much warmlhtoi 
the  generosity  of  her  spirit,  that 
had  I  not  known  the  .old  lady's 
character,  I  should  have  thought 
her  generous  liersdf.  And  yet  I 
have  always  observed  thatpcople, 
even  of  narrow  tempera,  are  ready 
to  praise  geuerons  onea:  —  and 
(ftujhave  laeconnted  for  it;  that 


The  old  lady  applied  herself  to 
ne,  to  urge  to  the  young  one  the 
ntenta  of  the  frill,  in  ordei  to 


hasten  her  to  fix  a  day  for  her 
marriage:  but  de.iired  that  ] 
would  not  let  Miss  Howe  knoil 
that  she  did. 

I  took  the  liberty  upon  it  to  tefl 
Miss  Howe,  that  I  hoped  that  hef 
part  of  a  will,  i 
punctually,  in  aln 
articles,  fulfiUed, 
the  only  one  that  wonid 
slighted. 

Her  answer  was,  she  would  con- 
sider of  it;  and  made 
tesy  with  such  an  air,  as  shewed 
me,  that  she  thought  me  more  on' 
of  my  sphere,  than  I  conld  alloi 
her  to  think  me,  had  I  been  per- 
mitted to  argue  the  point  t'-"" 
her. 

I  foimd  MJBS  Howe  and  her  { 
servant  maid  in  deep  moumi  ^ 
This,  it  seemB,  had  occasioned  k 
great  debate  at  first  between  ho 
mother  and  her.  Her  mother  IimI 
the  words  of  the  will  on  her  aid^ 
and  Mr.  Hickman's  interest  inhei 
view;  her  daughter  havine  ettidi 
that  she  would  wear  -*  *— 
six  months  at  least.  Bi.._  ..._ 
young  lady  carried  her  poiiit  — ' 
"Strange,  said  she,  "if  I,  wlia 
shall  mourn  the  heavy,  the  ii»- 
parable  loss  to  the  last  hour  oimf- 
life,  should  not  shew  mjoancfflll 
to  the  world  for  a  few  montliB!" 

Mr.  Hickman,  for  his  part,  w 
so  far  from  uttering  an  opjHMing 
word  on  this  occasion,  thatontha 
veiy  day  that  Mias  Howe  put  0» 
her.i,  he  waited  on  her  in  A  now 
suit  of  mourning,  as  for  a  near  ttt' 
laKon.  Hia  servants  and  eqnP 
page  made  the  same  respeetfOl 
.a^eanmee. 


Whether  tlie  mother  wascou-, 
Hulted  by  him  iu  it,  I  cannot  say: 
tnittho  daughter  knew  nothing  of  i 
ft,  till  she  eawhim  ill  it;  she  looked 
tX  him  with  surprise,  and  asked 
I  him,  for  whom  he  monmed  ?  I 

The  dear,  and  eveJ:-dear  Misa 
Hnrlowe,  he  said. 

She  waa  at  a  loss,  it  seems  —  at 
last  —  All  the  world  ought  to  | 
mourn  for  my  Clarissa,  said  she; ' 
but  whom,  man,  (that  was  her 
vhimsical  address  to  him)  think- 
est  thou  to  oblige  by  this  ap- 
.pearance'^  , 

Itismorothau  n;>penra>ire,  ma-. 
dam.  1  love  not  my  own  sister, 
\  worthy  as  she  is,  better  than  I 
loved  Miss  Clarissa  Harlowc.     I 


ui-voyed,  him,  I  am  toll 

from  head  to  foot.    She  knew  no 

it  first,  whether  to  he  angry  ( 

leased.  — At  length,  "I  though  , 

t  first,"  said  she,  "that  youmight 

!  b^ve  a  bolder  and  freer  motive  — 

imt  (as  my  mamma  says)  you  mm 

be  a  well-meaning  man,  though 

^nerally   a  little  wron^-headed 

—  however,  as  the  world  la  cetiao- 

),  and  may  think  us  nearer  of 

;3(mthan[wouldhareit  supposed, 

1  must  take  care,  that  lam  not 

seen  abroad  id  your  company.'' 

Bot  let  me  add,  Mr.  Eelford, 
that  if  this  compliment  of  Mr.. 
Hickman  (or  this  more  than  com- : 
^liment,  as  I  may  well  call  it, 
C  amce  the  worthy  man  speaks  not 
Wpf  my  dear  cousin  without  emo- 
"  >a)  does  not  produce  a  short 
',  I  Bholl  think  Miss  Uowe  has] 


IIAKI.OWE.  415 

less  generosity  in  her  temper  than 
I  am  willing  to  allow  her. 

You  will  excuse  me,  Mr.  Bel- 
ford  ,  for  the  particolariticB  which 
you  invited  and  encouraged. 

Having  now  seen  every  thing 
that  relates  to  the  will  of  my  dear 
cousin  brought  to  a  desirable 
issue ,  I  will  set  about  making  my 
own.  I  shall  follow  the  dear  crea- 
ture's example ,  and  give  my  rea- 
sons for  every  article ,  that  there 
may  be  no  room  for  after  conten- 

What  but  a  fear  of  death,  a 
fear  imworthy  of  a  creature  who 
knows  that  he  must  one  day  as 
surely  die  as  he  was  born,  can 
hinder  any  one  from  making  snch 
a,  disposition? 

I  hope  soon  to  pay  my  respects 
to  yoti  in  town.  Meantimel  am, 
with  great  respect,  dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  and  affectionate 
humble  servant, 

Wm.  Moi<de.v. 


HADAH,  TbUMdH7,  Heft.  i&. 

I  DO  myself  the  honour  to  send 
you  with  this,  according  to  my 
promise,*  copies  of  the  posthu- 
jmoua  letters  written  by  yom-  ex- 
alted &ieud. 

These  will  be  accompanied 
with  other  letters,  particularly  a 
copy  of  one  from  Mr.  Lovelace, 
begun  to  be  written  on  the  14th, 
and  continued  down  to  the  18th.** 
You  will  see  by  it,  madam,  the 
dreadful  anguish  that  his  spirits 

'  Sea  p.  SM-  ~ 
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labour   witli,   and   hie  c 


■!  lliSTOEV  {je 


1  mil  not  presume  to  make  re- 
morse, marks  on  the  letters  I  send  yoi 
Mr.  Lovelace  sent  for  this  letter  nor  upon  the  informations  I  b&t 
back.  I  complied;  but  I  firattook  to  give  you  of  the  dreadful  end  of 
a.  copy  of  it.  As  I  have  uot  told  two  unhappy  wretches  who  were 
him  that  I  have  doue  so ,  you  will  the  greatest  criminals  in  the  affaJF. 
be  jil eased  to  forbear  communi-|of  your  adorable  friend.  These 
catmg  of  it  to  auj  body  but  are  the  infamous  .SVnc/oir,  and  Xt 
Mr.  llickmaD.  Thatgenlleman'slperson  whom  you  hare  rejMl  o^ 
perusal  of  it  will  be  the  same  as  if  I  no   doubt,    in   the  tetters  of  "  ~ 


nobody  but  yourself . 

One  of  the  letters  of  Col.  Mor- 
den,  which  1  inclose,  you  will  ob- 
serve, madam,  is  only  a  copy.* 
The  true  reason  for  which ,  as  I 
will  ingenuously  acknowledgi 


I 


B&ee,  but  respectful  ammad- 
ions  which  the  colonel  baa 
made  upon  your  declining  to 
carry  iato  esecutioa  your  part  of 

four  dear  friend's  last  requests. 
have  therefore,  in  respect  to 
that  worthy  geutleroim,  (having  a 
caution  from  Imn  on  ^at  head) 
omitted  those  parts. 

Will  you  iQlow   me,    madam, 
however,  to  tell  you,  that  I  myself 
could  not  have  believed  that  my 
iuimitable  testatrix's  own  Miss 
Hone  would  have  been  the  most 
backward  in  performing  sui 
part  of  her  dear  frieud'slast 
as  is  entirely  in  her  own  jpowi 
perform  —  especially  when  that 
performance  would  make 


charmuig  ianocetit,  by  the 
of  Captam  TnmUniton. 

The  wretched  woman  died  in 
the  extremest  tortures  and  de- 
spondency: the  man  from  wounds, 
got  in  defending  himaelf  in  cany- 


-ith  hei 


:/  deserving 
happy ;   and    whom . 
she  prnpi'sen  to  hoi 
hand? 

Excuse  me,  madam,  I  have  a 
most,  sincere  veneration  for  you; 
and  would  not  disoblige  you  for 
^  the  world. 

Fa.  tha  precediUR. 


contraband  trade:  both 
accusiugthemselves,  in  their  last 
hours,  for  the  parts  tbey  had 
acted  against  the  most  escelient 
of  women,  as  of  the  crime  thali 
gave  tliera  the  deepest  rei 

Give  me  leave  to  say ,  mouBu 
that  if  your  compmsion  be  not  ei 
cited  for  the  poor  man  who  Boffiai . 
so  greatly  from  his  own  angoi^ 
of  mind,  as  you  will  observe  by 
his  letter  ho  does;  and  for  the  nr  ^^ 
happy  family,  whoseremorae,  I 
you  will  see  Dy  Col.  Mordeu'a  is  i 
deep;  — your  terror  must.  Ani 
yet  1  shall  not  wonder  if  the  jost 
sense  of  the  irreparable  loss  youj 
have  sustained  Hardens  a  heart 
>/^  ag^nstpity,  which,  onalesses- 


Euijland  traordinary 

■   '"'     ■principal  gi 


would  w 


compassionate. 


eoot 


'ith  the 
greatest  respect. 
Your  most  obliged  and  faithful 
humble  servant, 
J.  Belfobd. 


LBTTBB  CLXI. 


[Urn,  Sal.  Sept.  30. 

I  LiTTLB  thought  I  ever  could 
have  owed  ao  much  obligation  t« 
aay  man,  aa  you  have  laid  me 
under.  Anil  yet  what  you  have 
iteat  me  has  almost  broken  my 
heart,  and  ruined  my  eyes. 

I  am  Burpriscd,  though  agree- 
ably, tbat  you  have  bo  eoou  and 
so  well  got  over  that  part  of  the 
tnistyou  have  engaged  in,  which 
relates  to  the  family. 

It  may  be  presumed,  from  the 
exits  you  mention  of  two  of  the 
iufemal  man's  accomplices,  that 
the  thunderbolt  will  not  stop 
short  of  the  principal.  Indeed  1 
have  some  pleasure  to  think  it 
soems  rolling  along  towards  the 
devoted  head  that  has  plotted  ajl 
the  mischief.  But  let  me,  how- 
ever, say,  that  although  1  think 
Mr.  Mordcn  not  altogether  in  the 
wrong  in  hia  reasons  for  reaent- 
ment,  as  he  is  the  dear  creature's 
kinsman  and  trustee;  yet  I  think 
you  very  much  in  the  right  in 
endeavouring  to  disauade  him 
from  it.  as  you  are  her  OKecutor, 
and  act  iu  pursuance  of  her 
earnest  request. 

But  what  a  letter  is  that  of  the 
infernal  man  I  I  cannot  observe 
upon  it.  Neither  caul,  for  very 
different  reasons,  upon  my  dear 
creature's     posthumous    letters : 


pei'fections  died,  when  my  Clarissa 
drew  her  last  breath! 
If  decency  be  observed  in  hia 


letters;  for  I  have  not  yet  hod 
patience  to  read  above  two  or 
three  of  them  {besides  this  horrid 
one,  which  I  return  you  inclosed); 
I  may  some  time  heace  be  curious 
to  look,  by  llieir  means,  into  the 
heartsof  wretches,  which,  though 
Uioy  must  be  the  abhorrence  of 
virtnouB  minds,  will,  when  laid 
open ,  (aa  1  presume  they  are  in 
them)  SkSoid  a,  prap^r  foaming  to 
those  who  read  them ,  and  teach 
them  to  detest  men  of  such  pro- 
fligate cliaracters. 

If  your  reformation  be  aincere, 
you  will  not  be  offended  that  I  do 


'It 


a  this 


—  And  thus  have  I  helped  you  to 
a  criterion  to  try  yourself  by. 

By  this  letter  of  the  wicked 
man  it  is  apparent ,  that  there  are 
still  wickeder  women.  But  see 
what  a  guilty  commerce  with  the 
devila  of  your  sex  will  bring  those 
to,  whoaemoralsyehaveruined! 

—  For  those  women  were  once 
innocent;  it  was  man  that  made 
them  otherwise.  The  first  bad 
man,  perhaps,  threw  them  upon 
worse  men:  those  upon  still 
worse;  till  they  commenced  de- 
vils incarnate  —  the  height  of 
mickednena  or  ofuhwiie,  is  mil  ar- 
rioed  at  all  at  once,  as  I  have  some- 
where heard  observed. 

But  this  mau,  thia  monster 
rather,  for  hita  to  carse  theas 
women,  and  to  curse  tlie  dear 
creature's  family,  (implacable  as 
thelattermere|in  order  to  lighten 
a  burden  ho  voluntarily  toiAnp, 
and  groans  under,  is  titeaiiness 
added  to  wielvJness:  iind  in.  veja. 
will  he  ORB  6a,"i  ^tAV^'vot'  -^a^ 
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of  Bbaring  with  her  friends,  and 
with  Ihusf  ctnamonv-reiches.a.  guilt 

which  will  be  adjudged  him  an  all 
hif  own ;  though  Ihei/  too  ma;  neel 
with  tbair  punisbmeot:  as  it  is 
evideutly  begun;  in  the  /irsi,  in 
their  ineffectual  rejjroachea  of  one 
another;  in  the  secund  —  aa  you 
have  told  we. 

This  letter  of  the  abandoned 
wretch  I  have  not  shewn  to  any 
body;  Jiot  even  to  Mr.  Hiekman: 
for,  sir,  I  must  tell  you ,  Iilonot 
as  yet  think  it  the  GHme  thing  aa 
only  seeing  it  myself. 

Mr.  Hickman,  like  the  rest  of 
hJB  aei,  would  grow  upon  in- 
dulgence.  One  dietiaction  from 
ine  would  make  him  pay  two  to 
liiuself.  Insolent  creepers,  or 
encroachers,  allof  you!  To  Bfaew 
any  of  you  a  favour  to-day,  you 
would  eipect  it  ub  a  right  to- 

1  am,  as  you  eee ,  very  open  and 
sincere  with  you;  and  design  in 
another  tetter  to  be  still  more  bo, 
in  answer  to  your  call,  and  Col. 
Morden'B  call,  upou  me,  in  a  point 
that  conceniH  me  to  e:^laitt  my- 
self upon  to  my  beloved  creature's 
executor,  and  to  the  colonel,  as 
her  <mly  tender  and  only  woriliy  re- 
lation. 

I  cannot  but  highly  applaud 
Colonel Morden  for  his  generosity 
to  MisB  Dolly  Hervey. 

0  that  he  had  arrived  time 
cjtough  to  save  my  inimitable 
friend  from  the  machinationB  of 
the  vileut  of  men,  and^from  the 
'  and  malice  of  the  most 
I  selhsti  und  implucable  of  LrotherE 


LliTTER  CLXH. 

Ui(«  Howelo  Jobn  Bolfcitd,  B*q. 

Ucoiday,  OM.I 

When  you  question  me,  sir,  H 
you  do,  and  on  a  subject  ho  afleet- 
ingtome,  in  the  characteristic 
representative  of  my  beat  beloved 
friend,  and  have  in  every  piiti- 
rular  hitherto  acted  up  to  lU 
character,  yousre  entiUedtonj 
regard;  especially  as  yoa  Ht 
joined  in  your  questioning  of  »a 
by  a  gentleman  whom  I  look  upoB 
as  the  dearest  and  nearest  (M- 
eaufle  worthiest)  relation  of  mj 
dear  friend:  and  who,  it  seeiu 
has  been  so  severe  a  cenBUreraf 
my  conduct,  that  your  politenM 
will  not  permit  you  to  GCitd  me  Ui ' 
letter,  with  otherH  of  bis;  botft' 
copy  only,  in  which  the  pMBMM 
reflecting  upon  me  are  omittetT 

I  presume,  however,  tbatw[ 
is  meant  by  this  alarming  freedoK 
of  the  colonel,  is  no  more  tbu  , 
what  you  both  have  ftlcead^J 
hinted  to  me.  As  if  you  thoagHB 
I  were  not  inclined  to  pSjT  ■■ 
much  regard  to  my  beloved  oreifl 
lure's  last  will,  inmy  ownosM|«3 
I  would  have  others  pay  to  it.  A~ 
charge  that  1  ought  not  to  be 
quite  silent  under. 

You  have  observed,  no  doabb 
that  I  have  seemed  to  value  m^^ 

ujjon  the  freedom  I  take  *" 
declanngmy  sentiments,  wilhoV' 
reserve,  upon  every  subject  thai 

Ereteud  to  touch  upon:  andlu 
ardly  question  that  1  have,  i 
shall,  in  your  opinion,  by  my  in 
aoniouH  treatment  of  p 
u^u  «o  short  a 
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ran  into  the  error  oF  those ,  who, 
wanting  to  be  thought  above 
hypocrisy  and  flattery ,  fall  into 
rOBticitj,  if  not  ill  manners;  a 
common  fault  with  such,  who, 
iiot  caring  to  correct  conBtilu- 
tional  failmgs ,  aeek  to  gloas  them 
over  by  some  nomiViui  virtue; 
when  afl  the  time ,  perhaps ,  these 
failings  are  entirely  owing  to 
native  arrogance ;  or ,  at  least ,  to 
a  contracted  rust,  that  they  will 
not,  becouee  it  would  give  them 


bo  as  fireewitb  myself  as  with  you: 
and,  by  what  1  am  going  to  write, 
you  will  iiad  me  still  more  free: 
and  yet  I  am  aware,  that  such  of 
my  sex  as  will  not  assume  some 
little  dignity,  and  exact  respect 
from  yours,  will  render  themselves 
cheap;  and  perhapH,  for  their 
modesty  and  diffidence ,  be  repaid 
with  scorn  and  insult. 

Ent  the  scorn  I  will  endeavour 
not  to  deserve;  and  the  insult  1 
will  not  benr. 

In  some  of  the  dear  creature's 
papers  which  you  have  had  in 
yoor  possession,  and  must  again 
have,  iu order  to  get  transcribed, 
you willfindaeveralfriendly,  but 
severe  reprehensiona  of  me,  on  ac- 
count of  a  natural,  or,  at  least,  an 
iahiliial,  warmth  of  temper,  nhich 
she  waa  pleased  to  impute  to  me. 

I  was  uiinking  to  give  you  her 
charge  against  me  in  her  own 
■words,  from  one  of  her  letters  de- 
livered to  me  with  her  own  bands, 
on  taking  leave  of  me  on  the  last 
visit  ahelionoured  me  with, 


fession  of  more  than  it  imports ;  to 
wit,  "That  I  am  haughty,  un- 
controllable, and  violent  in  my 
temper;"  this /soy;  "Impatient 
of  contradiction,"  waxmy  hclnveiTs 
charge  [from  any  body  but  her 
dear  aelf,  she  should  have  said]; 
"and  aim  not  at  that  afi'ability, 
that  gentleness  next  to  meekness, 
whichjin  theletterl  was  going  to 
communicate,  she  liclls  me  are  the 
peculiar  and  indiapeusable  cha- 
racteristics of  a  real  fine  lady: 
who,  she  is  pleased  to  say ,  should 
appear  to  be  gall-lesa  as  a  dove; 
and  never  should  know  what 
wEurmth  or  high  spirit  is,  but  in  the 
cause  of  reiieion  or  virtue;  or  in 
caaes  where  her  own  hononr ,  the 
honour  of  a  friend,  or  that  of  an 
innocent  person  is  concerned." 

Now,  SU-,  aa  I  must  needs  plead 
guilty  to  this  indiutmeut,  do  you 
niiok  I  ought  not  to  reaolve  upon 
a  single  life?  —  1 ,  who  have  such 
BD  opinion  of  your  sex,  that  I  think 
there  is  not  one  man  in  an  hundred 
whom  a  woman  of  sense  and  spirit 
can  either  honour  OTiiIvy,  though 
you  make  us  promise  lioth,  in  that 
solemn  foriu  of  words  which  unites 
or  rather  liinik  ua  to  you  in  mar- 
riage? 

When  ]  look  round  upon  all  the 
married  people  of  my  acqaaint- 
ance,  and  see  how  lleij  live,  and 
whatrtey  bearwho  liveitsf,  lam 
confirmed  in  my  dislike  to  the 
state. 

Well  do  your  sei  contrive  to 
bring  ua  up  fools  and  idiota,  in 
order  to  make  ua  bear  the  yoke 
you  lay  upon  our  ahouldctaxKo-* 
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our  hearts  (as  we  certainly  aliould, 
if  we  were  brought  up  aa  you  are) 
for  yoQT  iipuirance^  as  mucn  ai  you 
often  make  ub  do,  (as  it  is]  for  your 
innolenee. 

These,  tir,  are  BOmeof  my  no- 
tions. And ,  with  theae  notions 
letme  repeat  my  question,  ZJn^OH 
Ounk  I  aught  la  marry  at  all! 

If  I  marry  either  a  sordid  or  im- 
perioQS  wretch,  can  I,  do  you 
think,  live  with  him  ?  And  ought 
a  man  of  a  coutrary  character ,  for 
the  sake  of  either  of  oar  reputa- 
tions, to  be  pingued  with  mer 

Long  did  I  stand  out  against 
all  the  offers  made  me,  and  against 
all  the  pcrsnaaions  of  my  mother; 
and,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  the 
longer,  and  with  the  mare  ob- 
stinacy, as  the  person  my  choice 
would  have  first  fallen  upon,  nas 
neither  approved  by  my  mother, 
nor  by  my  dear  friend.  This 
rivetted  me  to  my  pride ,  and  to 
my  opposition;  for  a!  though  I  was 
convmced,  after  awhile,  that  my 
choice  would  neither  have  been 
prudent  or  happy;  and  that  the 
specious  wretch  was  not  what  he 
had  made  mc  believe  he  was;  yet 
could  I  not  easily  think  of  any 
other  man:  and  indeed,  from  the 
detection  of  liiin,  took  a  settled 
Hversioii  to  the  whole  sex. 

At  laat  Mr.  iliukmau  offered 
himself  i  a  man  worthy  of  abetter 
choion.  He  bad  the  good  fortune 
(ftefAinika  ('(«"]  to  be  ngreeabie  (and 


man;  virtuous,  sober,  eineerti 
friendly,  aaheis.  Batlwishno' 
to  marry:  nor  knew  1  the  man  ii 
the  world  whom  I  Could  tJ 
deserving  of  my  beloved  frit  _ 
But  neither  of  our  parents  would 
letua  live  single. 

The   accursed    Lovelace    was 
proposed  warmly  to  her,   at  one 
time;  and,  while  shewasyetbift 
indifferent  to  him,  they,  by  un- 
generous usage  of  him,  (fortbeOt 
sir,  be  was  notknowntoboBeelKft- 
bub  himBelf)and  by  endeavoniiug 
to  force  her  inclinations  in  favotn 
first  of  one  worthless  man,  llien  <rf 
another,  in  infi/'atAvfo  Ann,  throQ^ 
her    foolish    brother's     caprice, 
turned  that  indifference  (fromtlie 
natural    generosity  of  her  oonQ 
into   A  regard  which    she  never 
otherwise  would  have  had  for  a 
man  of  his  character- 
Mr,  Hickman  was  propoaed 
ine.     I   refused    him    again   i 
a^ain.    He  persisted:  my  mol 
his  advocate.     My  mother 
my  beloved  friend   his  adi 
too.     I  told  him  my  dislike  of  l 
men:   of  him:  of  matrimony.  - 
Still  he   persisted.    I  used  bi' 
with  tyranny:  ied  indeed  pi 
by  my  temper,  partly  by  dei 
hoping  thereby  Xn  get  nd  of  hun; 
till  the  poor  man   (his  chaiaotll 
unexceptiouablyuniforin)  stillper- 
sisting ,  made  himself  a  merit  witli 
me  by  his  patience.   Thisbrougtit 
down  my  iiride,  [I  never,  air,  wia 
bis  proposals  agree aolc)  account ea  very  ungenerous,  Mr 
umymother.  ^ quite migratefut]  audg  ~* 

Fjistomyself;  I  own,  that wereionetiine.auinferiorily 

'p  liave  chosen  a  brother,  Mr.  |  opinion  to  him;  which  lasted  jtvtfl 
kman  should  have  been  th«\lime  onongh  for  my  ftiOMqBfll 


prevail  upon  me  to  promise  him 
encouragement;  ana  to  receive 
hie  addreaaes. 

Having  ao  done,  when  the 
weatherglaas  of  ray  pride  got  np  ^ 
again,  Ifonnd  I  had  gone  too  far  i 


tried  him,  Ivexed  him,  an  hundred 
wajs;  and  not  bo  much  neither 
witD  de>«ffit  to  ves  him ,  as  to  make 
bimhate  me,  and  decline  his  suit. 

Ilebore  thia,  however;  and  got 
nothing  but  ray  pity;  yet  still  my 
mother  and  my  friend,  having 
obtained  my  promiae,  [made,  how- 
ever, not  to  Win  but  to  Ihem]  and 
being  well  aaaured  that  I  valued 
no  man  mure  than  Mr.  Hickman, 
who  never  once  disobliged  me  in 
word  or  deed, or  look,  (esceptby 
hia  foolbh  perseverance)  insisted 
upon  the  performance. 

While  my  dear  friend  was  in 
her  nuhappy  uncertainty,  I  could 
not  think  of  marriage;  and  now, 
what  encouragement  have  I?  — 
She,  my  moni  tress,  my  guide,  tny 
counsel,  gone,  for  ever  gone!  — 
By  whose  advice  and  instructions 
I  hoped  to  acquit  mj^self  tolerably 
in  the  state  into  which  I  could  not  I 
avoid  entering.  For,  air,  myj 
mother  is  so  partially  Mr.  Hick- 
man's friend,  that  I  am  sure, 
should  any  difference  arise,  she 
would  always  censure  me,  and^ 
acquit  bira ;  even  were  he  un- ' 
^uerous  enough  to  remember  me  ^ 
VB  his  day.  I 

This,  sir,  being  my  situation,' 
consider  how  difficult  it  is  for  me 
to  think  of  marriage.  Whenever  ^ 
we  approve,  we  can  find  an  bun-i 
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njdred  good  reasons  to  justify  our 
e  approbation.  Whenever  we  dia- 
llibe,  we  can  find  a  thousand  to 
'justify  our  dislike.  Every  thing  in 
the  latter  case  ia  ait  impediment; 
even"  shadow  a  bnebear.  —  Thus 
can  1  enumerate  and  swell  perhaps 
only  imaginary  grievances;  "I 
must  go  whither  be  would  have 
me  to  go:  visit  whom  he  would 
have  me  to  visit:  well  as  I  love  to 
writefthoughnow, alas!  my  grand 
inducement  to  write  is  over)  it 
must  beto  whom  he  pleases;"  and 
Mrs.  nickman  (who  as  Miss  Hoiee, 
cannot  do  wrong)  would  hardly 
ever  be  able  to  do  right  Thus, 
the  tables  turned  upon  me,  I  am 
reraiuded  of  my  vowed  obedience ! 
Tmitlunie'l  up  perhaps  to  matrimo- 
nial perfection,  and  all  the  wedded 
warftre  praotised  comfortably 
over  between  ns  (for  I  shall  riot  be 
passive  under  insolent  treatment) 
till  we  become  euraea  to  each  other, 
a  bye-word  to  our  neighbours,  and 
tlie  j  eat  of  our  own  servants. 

Bnt  there  must  he  hear  and  /br- 
Acar,  methinks  some  wise  body 
will  tell  me:  but  why  muat  I  be 
teased  int4i  aatatewbere  that  rnujf 
be  necessarily  the  case;  when  now 
I  can  do  as  I  plea.se.  and  wish  ouly 
tobelet  alone  to  do  as  best  pleases 
me?  And  what,  in  effect,  does  my 
mother  say?  "Anna  Howe,  you 
now  do  every  thing  that  pleases 
you;  you  now  have  nobody  to 
control  you:  you  go  and  Ton  come; 
you  dreas  and  you  undress;  you 
rise  and  yon  go  to  rest,  just  as  you 
think  best:  but  you  must  be  hap- 
pier still,  child !  —  " 
As  bow,  madam.^ 


f 
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"Why,  jou 
dear,    and   huve   none    of  these 
options ;  but ,  in  every  thing,  do 
your  husband  commands  you." 

This  is  very  hard,  you  will  ow  , 
air,  for  such  a.  one  ab  me  to  think 
of.  And  yet,  engaged  to  enter 
into  that  state,  aslam,  how  can 
I  help  myself?  My  mother  preases 
iBe;niymend,  my  beloTed  friend, 
writing  as  from  the  dead,  presses 
me;  andyonandMr.  Morden,  as 
executors  of  her  will,  remind  me; 
the  roan  ia  not  afraid  of  me  |[  am 
sure  were  I  the  man,  lahouldnot 
Imvehalf  hiscouragej;  andlthink 
I  ought  to  conclude  to  punish  him 
(the  only  effectual  way  1  have  to 
do  it)  for  hia  perverse  adherence 
and  persecution,  wilh  tlie  grant  af 
iudimiioiiis*/ a  punishment  which 
many  others  who  enjoy  theirs  very 
commonly  experience. 

Let  me  then  assure  you,  sir,  that 
when  I  can  find  in  the  words  of 
my  charming  friend  in  her  will, 
writing  of  her  cousin  Hervey,  that 
my  gnef  for  her  \%meUuv)ed  Ihj  lime 
into  a  reme/iilrrance  more  sweet  than 
painful,  that  I  may  not  be  utterly 
unworthy  of  the  passion  S  man  of 
Bome  merit  haa  for  me,  I  will 
answer  the  request  of  my  dear 
friend,  so  often  repeated,  and  so 
earnestly  pressed;  andMr.  Hick- 
man shall  find,  if  he  continue  to 
deserve  my  gratitude,  that  my 
endeavours  shall  not  be  wanting 
to  make  him  amends  for  the 
patience  he  haa  bad,  and  must 
still  a  little  while  longer  have  with 
me:  and  then  will  it  be  his  own 
fault  (I  hope  not  mine)  if  our  mar- 
iner not  those  happy 


dfKend, 


firugiiusltcg  which  fil/cdJiergenetOt 
presaging  mind  upon  this  v' 
she  once ,  for  mg  eacouragemen 
and  to  induce  me  ti 
him,  told  me. 

Thus,  sir,  havel,  i 
manner,  accounted  U 
executor  of  my  belove 
all  that  relates  to  you,  assucli,! 
know;  and  even  for  more  thfu 
needed  to  do  against  myself:  o  ' 
that  you  will  find  as  much  again) 
me  in  some  of  Ae/- letters;  and  W 
losing  nothing,!  ffnin  thecharacU 
of  ingenuousness  with  you. 

And  thus  much  for  the  donU 
reprimand,  on  my  delaying  _, 
part  of  the  performance  of  my  del 
friend's  will. 

And  now,  while  you  ato  &_ 
monishing  me  on  this  subject,  le 
me  remind  you  of  onegreat  articl 
relating  to  yourself;  it  is  fumiaha 


Jou  will  notforget,  that  the  mo 
enevolent  of  her  sei  expresw. 
herself  as  earnestly  concerned  ft 
your  thorough  reformation,  as  "hj^ 
does  for  my  marrying.  Youl 
see  to  it  then,  that  her  wishes  ai 
completely  answered  in  thatpaf 
ticular,  as  you  are  desirous  Cb^ 
should  be  in  others. 

Ihave,Iown,  disobeyed  her  ii 
one  article ;  and  that  is,  where  shi 
desires  that  I  will  not  put  mysel 
into  mourning.  I  could  not  help  it 
Isend  thisandmineofSatunlt^ 
last  togetbet:  and  will  not  adi 
another  word,  after  I  have  told 
you,  that  1  think  myself 

Your  obliged  servaut, 


>.  Howi 
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I RETUKN  you ,  madaiD ,  my  most 
respectful  thanks  for  jour  cod- 
descendiag  hint,  iii  relation  to  the 
pioua  wishes  of  yonr exalted  friend 
tor  my  thorough  reformation. 

Iwillonlysay,  that  it  shall  be 
my  earnest  and  unwearied  en- 
deavour to  make  tboae  generous 
wishes  effectual:  and  I  hope  for 
the  divine  blessing  upon  such  my 
endeavoura,  or  ehie  I  kaow  they 
will  be  in  vain. 

Icanuot,  madam,  express  hovi 
much  I  think  myself  obliged  to 
you  for  your  further  condescen- 
sion, in  writing  to  me  so  frankly 
the  state  of  yoar  past  and  present 
mind,  in  relation  to  the  siagle  and 
matrimonial  life.  If  the  lady  by 
whom,  aa  the  executor  of  her 
inimitable  friend,  1  am  thus 
honoured,  kan  failings,  never  were 
failings  so  lovely  in  woman !- — How 
much  more  lovely,  indeed,  tian  the 
I    virtues  of  many  ofheraejt! 

1  might  have  ventured  into  the 
L  handB  of  such  a  lady  the  cotoneVa 
r  origiual  lett«r  entire.  The  worthy 
I  gentleman  exceedingly  admires 
I  yon ;  and  his  cantion  wuB  the  effect 
I  of  his  politeness  only,  and  of  his 
I  ^ard  for  you. 

■     1  send  you,  madam,  a  letter  from 

Ktiord  M.  to  myself;  aud  the  copieu 

■of  three  others  written  in  cou- 

^4equence    of   that.    These    will 

I  iscquaint  you  with  Mr.  Lovelace's 

dejiarture  Irom  England,  and  with 

other  particulars  whioli  yon  will 

be  cunoufl  to  know. 


be  pleased  to  keep  to  yourself 
such  of  the  contenta  as  your  own 
prudence  will  suggest  to  you  ought 
not  to  be  seen  by  any  body  clee. 

I  am,  madam,  with  the  pro- 
foundest,  aud  most  grateful  rc- 

Your  faithful  and  obliged 
humble  servant. 


LBTTBK  CLIIV. 

H.  Hall,  FrldsT,  Sept.  W. 

My  nephew  Ijovelace  is  now 
setting  out  for  London ;  proposing 
to  see  you,  and  then  to  go  to 
Dover,  and  so  embark.  Godsend 
him  well  out  of  the  kingdom. 

On  Monday  he  will  be  with  you, 
Ibelieve.  Prayletmobefavoured 
with  an  account  of  all  your  con- 
versations j  for  Mr.  Mowbray  and 
Mr.  Tourville  are  to  be  there  too; 

iVhat 
1  you 

keep  Colonel  Morden  and  uim 
asunder^  and  so  1  give  you  notice 
of  hisgomgto  town,  I  should  be 
very  loth  there  should  be  any 
mischief  between  them,  as  you 
gave  me  notice  that  the  colonel 
threatened  my  nephew.  But  my 
----ihew  would  not  bear  that;  so 
lody  let  him  know  that  be  did. 
But  I  hope  there  is  no  fear;  for 
the  colonel,  does  not,  as  I  hear, 
threaten  now.  For  his  own  sake, 
I  am  glad  of  that;  for  there  is  not 
such  a  man  in  the  world  as  my 
nephew  is  said  to  be,  at  all  the 
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weapoDa  —  sH  well  lie  was  not ;  he 
would  not  be  bo  daring. 

We  shall  all  here  miaa  the  wild 
fellow.  To  be  sure,  there  ia  no 
man  better  companj  when  he 
pleases. 

Pray,  do  you  never  travel  thirty 
or  forty  miles?  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  you  here  at  M.  Ilall,  It  will 
be  eharity,  when  my  nephew  ia 
gone:  for  we  suppose  you  will  be 
his  chief  correspondent:  although 
he  has  promised  to  write  to  my 
nieces  often.  But  he  ia  very  apt 
to  forget  hie  promisea ;  to  us  his 
relations  particularly.  Ood  pre- 
serve us  all:  ameni  prays 

Your  very  humble  servant. 


LETTER  CLXV. 


Lundon,  Tuesday  nighl,  Ool.  3. 

I  OBGi  your  lordship's  commands 
with  great  pleasure. 

Yesterday  in  the  afternoon  Mr. 
Lovelace  made  me  a  visit  at  my 
lodgings.  As  I  woa  in  expectation 
of  one  from  Colonel  Morden  abont 
the  same  time,  1  thought  proper 
to  carry  him  to  a  tavern  which 
neitherof  us  frequented,  (on pre- 
tence of  an  half- appointment) 
ordering  notice  to  be  sent  me 
thither,  if  the  colonel  came:  and 
Mr.  Lovelace  sent  to  Mowbray! 
and  Touryille ,  and  Mr.  Doleman, 


i 


know  where  to  find  us, 

Mr.  Lovelace   is   loo  loell  re- 1 
eovered,  I  trae  going  ta  say.    I. 


and  handaorae.  We  I 
deal  of  bluster  about 
of  the  trust  I  h!  ^  ^ 

and  upon  freedoms  1  had  treateL 
him  with :  in  which,  be  would  havq] 
it,thatlhad  ei^ceeded  our  agreed-^ 
on  limits:  hut  on  the  arrir^  0^ 
our  three  old  coiripamons ,  audfti 
nephew  of  Mr.  Doleman's  (whoT 
had  a  good  while  been  desirous  to 
pass  an  hour  with  Mr.  Lovelace) 
it  blew  ofl'  for  the  present.  J 

Mr,  Mowbray  and  Mr.  Tonrville 
had  also  taken  some  exceptions  "^ 
the  freedom  of  iny_pen;  aud  1 
Lovelace,  after  his  way,  tod 
upon  him  to  reconcile  us ;  and  " 
it  at  the  expense  of  all  three  j  : 
with  such  an  infinite  run  of  bumoin 
andraillery,  that  we  had  nothiiu 
to  do  but  to  laugb  at  what  be  saio 
and  at  one  another.  I  can  deil 
tolerably  with  him  at  my  pen ;  l.  _ 
is  conversation  he  has  no  equftt 
In  short,  it  was  his  day.  He  w — 
glad,  he  said,  to  find  himu 
alive;  and  his  two  friends,  clu 
ping  and  rubbins  their  haua 
twenty  times  in  an  hour,  declared 
that  now  once  more  he  was  sJI 
himself;  thecharming'st  feUowin 
the  world;  aud  they  would folloll 
him  to  the  farthest  part  of  t*"" 
globe, 

I threwaburuponhis  coatni. 
and  then ;  but  nouc  would  sGek. 

Your  lordship  knows,  that  it 
are  many  things  which  occasio 
roar  of  applause  in  conversatioa 
when  the  heart  is  npen,  and  mei 
are  resolved  to  be  merry,  wbi  * 
will  neither  bear  repeating,  n. 
thinking  of  afterwards.    Conuan 
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in  the  mouth  of  a  m&n  we 

: ,  anJ  Trhose  nit  bas  passed 

IS  for  sterling,  become,  in 

'  gay    hour,     imnnnmun.      We 

EwBtch  every  turn  of  such  a.  one's 

Baountenance ,  and  arereBolvedto 

nlangb  nhen  he  amiles,  even  before 

lifceuttcTB  what  we  are  expecting  to 

ESon  from  his  lips. 

■•    Mr.  Doleman  and  his  nephew 

I'took  leave  of  us  by  twelve.    Mnw- 

M'iiiiLji    and   Tourville  grew  very 

V'BOisy  by  one :  and  were  carried  on 

by  two.    Wme  never  moves  Mr. 

Lovelace,  not  with  standing  a  vi. 

vacity  which   generally  hSpa  on 

over-gay  spirita.      As  to  myself, 

the  little  part  I  had  taken  in  their 

gaiety,  kept  me  unconcerned. 

The  clock  struck  three  before 
could  get  him  into  any  serioua  o 
attentive  way  —  bo  natural  to  him 
ia  gaiety  of  heart;  and  such  strong 
hold  had  the  liveliuess  of  the  even 
ing  taken  of  him.  His  conversa' 
tion,  you  know,  my  lord,  when 
his  heart  is  free,  runs  off  to  the 
bottom  without  any  dregs. 

But  after  that  hour,  and  when 
weUiought  of  parting,  he  became 
a  little  more  serious:  and  then  he 
told  me  his  designs,  and  gave 
aplanof  his  intended  tour;  wish- 
ing heartily,  that  I  could  have 
accompanied  him. 

We  parted  about  four;  he  not 
a,  little  dissntiEfied  with  me;  for 
we  had  some  talk  about  subjects, 
which,  he  said,  he  loved  not  tc 
think  of;  to  wit.  Miss  Harlowe'f 
will;  my  eiecntorship;  papers  1 
had  in  confidence  communicated 
■ilh  n( 


id  I  refusing,  the  return  of  the 
1  etters  he  had  written  to  me  ^  from 
the  time  that  he  had  made  his  first 
addresses  to  her. 

again ,  he 
eaid;  and  it  would  be  upon  veiy 
ill  terms  if  I  complied  not  with  bis 
request  Which  1  bid  him  not 
expect.  But,  that  I  might  not 
deny  him  every  thing,  I  told  him, 
that  I  would  give  bim  a  copy  of 
the  will;  though  I  was  sure,  I 
said,  when  ho  read  it,  he  would 
wish  he  had  never  seen  it. 

I  had  ft  message  from  him  about 
eleven  this  morning,  desiring  me 
to  name  a  place  at  which  to  dino 
with  him,  and  Mowbray,  and 
Tourville,  for  the  last  time;  and 
anon  after  another  from  Colonel 
Murden,  inviting  me  to  pass  the 
evening  with  him  at  the  Bedford 
Head  in  Covent  Garden.  And, 
thatlmigbt  keep  them  at  distance 
from  one  another,  I  appointed 
Mr.  Lovelace  at  the  Eagle  in  Suf- 
folk Street. 

There  I  met  him,  and  the  two 
others.  We  began  where  we  left 
olFat  our  last  parting;  and  were 
vei7  high  with  each  other.  But, 
at  Inst,  all  was  made  up,  and  he 
offered  to  forget  and  to  forgive 
every  thing,  ou  condition  that  I 
would  correspond  with  him  while 
abroad,  and  continue  the  series 
which  had  been  broken  through 
by  his  illness;  and  particularly 
give  him,  as  I  had  offered,  a  copy 
of  the  lady's  will. 

I  promised  him;  and  he  then 
fell  lo  rallying  me  on  my  gravity, 
and  on  my  tef<¥n&*!i.\sitt  wSasssoafc^ii 
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as  he  called  them.  As  we  walked 
about  the  room ,  pipecting  di 
to  be  brought  in,  be  laid  his  hand 
npon  m^  Bboulder;  then  pushed 
me  from  him  with  a  curse :  walking 
round  me,  and  surveying  itie  from 
head  to  foot;  then  calling  for  tbc 
observation  of  the  othei-s,  he 
turned  round  upon  bis  heel,  and 
with  one  of  his  peculiar  wild  airs, 
"Ha,  ha,  ba,  bal"  burst  he  out, 
"  that  these  scur-1'aced  proselytes 
should  take  it  into  their  heads 
that  they  cannot  be  pious,  with- 
out forfeiting  both  their  good  na- 
ture and  good  maunersl  —  Why, 
Jack,"  tiu:ning me  about ,  "pr'y- 
theelookup,  maul  —  Dosttbou 
notknow,  that  religion ,  if  it  has 
takenproperhold  of  the  heart,  is 
the  most  cheerful  counlenance- 
maker  in  the  world?  —  I  have 
heard  my  beloved  Miss  Harlowe 
sayBO:  andsbeknew,  or  nobody 
did.  And  was  not  her  aspect  a 
benign  proof  of  the  observation? 


Morden  being  in  town,  (which. 
however,  I  told  him  not  of,)  : 
turned  the  scale ;  and  he  agrea 
upon  setting  out  to-morrow  mi — 
ing;  they  to  see  him  embark;  aa 
1  promised  to  accompany  tberafo 
a  morning's  ride  (as  they  pro 
posed  theu"  horsea)j  but  said, 
that  I  must  return  in  the  tthw 

With  much  reluctance  the;  ] 


Ipal 
of  honour  to  all  oi  n^ 
whether,  as  he  had  been  told  thai 


cursed  gizzard,  and  thy  awkward 
grimaces,  I  see  thou  art  but  a 
novice  in  it  yet  1  —  Ah,  Uelford, 
Belford,  thou  hast  a  confounded 

1  parcel  of  briars  and  thorns  to 
trample  over  barefoot ,  before  re- 
ligion will  illumine  these  gloomy 
features!" 
I  give  your  lordship  this  ac- 
count ,  in  answer  to  your  desire  to 
know,  if  1  think  him  the  man  be 
he 


r  conversation  at  dinner, 
balancing    whether    he 
should  set  out  the  next  morning, 
'     ir  the  morning  after.    But  finding 
'     '  lofbing  to  do,  and  Col. 


against  him,  he  oaght  to  leavj 
the  kingdom  till  he  had  thiowa 
himself  in  their  way. 

Mowbray  gave  his  opinion.  tliH 
be  ought  to  leave  it  like  a  man  i 
honour  as  he  was;  and  if  he  d 
not  take  those  genClemen  to  taa 
for  their  opprobrious  speeches 
that  at  least  he  should  be  seen  bl 
tliein  iu  public  before  he  w^ 
away;  <lse  theymightgive  thnn- 
selves  aire,  as  if  he  had  \e&  tb< 
kingdom  in  fear  of  them. 

1  o  this  he  himself  so  mucli  iiti 
clined,  that  it  was  with  ditHcultyl 
p  ersuaded  him,that  as  they  had  oei- 
i.her  of  them  proceeded  to  n  direct 
aadformal  challenge;  as  they  knew 
he  hud  not  made  himself  difficDtt 
of  access ;  and  as  he  had  already 
done  the  family  injury  enooghi, 
and  it  was  Miss  Harlowo's  eankest 
desire,  that  he  would  be  content 
with  that;  he  had  no  reason,  from: 
any  point  of  honour,  to  delay  hia 
journey;  especially  as  he  lijt4  ~~ 


S! 


just  a  motive  for  hin  going,  aatlie 
estabtiahingof  his  heutth;  and  fia 
he  might  return  the  aoouer,  if  he 
saw  occasion  for  it. 

I  found  the  colonel  in  a  very 
■olemnwaj.  We  had  a  good  de&l 
of  ducourae  upon  the  subject  of 
certain  letters  nhieh  had  passed 
between  us  in  relation  to  Miss 
'Harlowe's  will ,  and  to  her  family. 
'He  has  some   accouuta  to  settle 

ithhis  baoker;  which,  he  aaya, 
..ill  be  adjusted  to-morrow;  and 
ioa  Thursday  he  proposes  to  go 
dtyn  again,  to  take  leave  of  his 
friends;  and  then  intends  to  set 
oat  directly  for  Italy. 

I  wish  Mr.  Lovelace  could 
have  been  prevailed  upon  to  take 
any  other  tour,  than  that  of 
France  and  Italy.  1  did  propose 
Madrid  to  him;  but  he  lauL'hed  at 
me,  and  told  me,  that  the  pro- 
posat  was  in  character  from  a 
muk;  and  from  one  who  was  be- 

>me  as  grave  aa  a  Spaniard  of 

[6  old  cut,  at  iimeiy. 

I  expresaed  to  the.  colonel  mv 
apprehensions,  that  hia  cOuaina 
^ing  injunctions  would  not  liave 
ne  force  upon  him  that  wore  to  be 
wished. 

"They  have  gnat  forrn  upon 
me,  Mr.  Belford,"  said  he:  "or 
one  iPorW  would  not  have  held  Mr. 
Xiovelace  and  me  thus  long.  But 
liny  intention  is  to  go  to  Florence ; 
'BOt  to  lay  my  houea  there,  aa  upon 
mj  cousiu's  death  I  told  you  I 
tkiought  to  do ;  bat  to  settle  all  my 
-jR.:„  ™  .Un„g  parts,    and  then 

_ _   _    .     and  reside  nnon  a 

little  paternal  estate  in  Kent, 
irtiich  IB  strangely  gone 
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my  absence.  Indeed,  were  1  to 
meet  Mr,  Lovelace,  either  here  or 
abroad,  I  might  not  be  answer- 
able for  the  consequence." 

He  would  have  engaged  me  for 
to-morrow.  Gut  havmg  promised 
to  attend  Mr.Lovelace  on  hia  jour- 
ney, aa  I  have  mentioned,  1  said, 
T  was  obliged  to  go  out  of  town, 
and  was  uncertain  aa  to  the  time 
of  my  return  in  the  evening.  And 
so  I  am  to  see  him  on  Tfim'sday 
momine  at  my  own  lodgings. 

I  will  do  myself  the  honour  to 
write  again  to  your  Lordship  to- 
morrow night.    Meantime, 

lam,  my  lord,  your  lord- 


I  am  juat  returned  from  attend- 
ing Mr.  Lovolace  as  far  aa  Gad's 
Ilill,  near  Rochester.  He  waa  ex- 
ceeding gayalltheway.  Mowbrav 
and  Tonnolle  are  gone  on  with 
him.  They  will  see  him  embarl;, 
and  under  sail;  and  promise  to 
follow  him  in  a  month  or  two;  for 
they  say  there  is  no  living  without 


i     


He  and  I  parted  with  great  and 
even  solemn  tokens  of  affectjon, 
bnt  yet  not  without  gay  inter- 
miitures,  aa  I  will  acquaint  your 
lordship. 

Taking  me  aside,  and  clasping 
his  arms  about  me,  "Adieu,  dear 
Belfordl"Baid  he:  "May  you  pro- 
ceed iu  the  conrae  you  have  enter- 
ed upon!  —  WtateN««or«^^'«i-  ^ 
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myself,  this  charming  creature 
has  fast  hold  of  me  here  —  [clap- 
ping his  hand  upon  his  heart:] 
and  I  must  either  appear  what 
you  see  me,  or  be  what  1  so  lately 
was  —  0  the  divine  creature! 
lifting  up  his  eyes  — 

"  But  if  I  live  to  come  to  Eng- 
land, and  you  remain  fixed  in  your 
present  way,  and  can  give  me  en- 
couragement, I  hope  rather  to 
follow  your  example  ^  than  to  ridi- 
cule jrou  for  it.  This  will  [for  I 
had  given  him  a  copy  of  it]  I  will 
make  the  companion  of  my  soli- 
tary hours.  You  have  told  me 
part  of  its  melancholy  contents: 
and  that,  and  her  posthumous  let- 
ter, shall  be  my  study:  and  they 
will  prepare  me  for  being  your 
disciple,  if  you  hold  on. 

^^You^  Jack,  may  marry,"  con- 
tinued he;  '*and  I  have  a  wife  in 
my  eye  for  you.  —  Only  thou*rt 
such  an  awkward  mortal.*'    [He 


are  not  easily  shaken  off  —  but 
they  shall  be  by  way  of  weaning. 
So  return  and  reform  shall  go  to- 
gether. 

"And  now,  thou  sorrowful  mon- 
key, what  aileth  thee?"  —  I  do 
love  him,  my  lord. 

"Adieu,  —  and  once  more 
adieu !  '*  —  embracing  me.  "  And 
when  thou  thinkest  thou  hast 
made  thyself  an  interest  out  yonder 
(looking  up)  then  put  in  a  word 
tor  thy  Lovelace ! " 

Joining  company,  he  recom- 
mended to  me  to  write  often:  and 
promised  to  let  me  quickly  hear 
from  him ;  and  that  he  would  write 
to  your  lordship,  and  to  all  his 
family  round ;  for  he  said,  you  had 
all  been  more  kind  to  him  than  he 
deserved. 

And  so  we  parted. 

I  hope,  my  lord,  for  all  your 
noble  family's  sake ,  that  we  shall 
see  him  soon  return,  and  refonn, 


saw  me  affected,  and  thought  to  |  as  he  promises, 
make  me  smile:]  "But  we  don't j  I  return  your  lordship  mj 
make  ourselves,  except  it  beworse,;  humble  thanks  for  the  honour  of 
by  our  dress.  Thou  art  in  mourn- '  your  invitation  to  M.  Hall.  The 
ing  now,  as  well  as  I:  but  if  ever  first  letter  I  receive  from  Mr.  Loye- 
thy  rididilous  turn  lead  thee  again  lace  shall  ^ve  me  tiie  opportunity 
to  be  beau-brocade,  I  will  bedizen  of  embracmg  it. 
thee ,  as  the  girls  say,  on  my  re-  \  I  am,  my  lord, 

turn,  to  my  own  fancy,  and  ac-  Tour  most  faithral  and  obedient 
cording  to  thy  own  natural  ap-\  servant, 

pearance  —  thou  shalt  doctor  my  ■ 
soul,  and  I  wiU  doctor  thy  body: '. 
thou  shalt  see  what  a  clever  fel- ' 
low  I  will  make  of  thee.  i 

"  As  for  me^  I  never  iptW,  I  never ' 
can^  marry  —  that  I  will  not  take 
a  few  liberties,  and  that  I  will  not 
try  to  start  some  of  my  former      It  may  be  some  satisfiaction  to 
gamOf  I  won't  promise  —  ^«i\i\\;&  ^^yoaVixd^x^  ^  ta  have  a  brief  ac- 
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LETTEB  CI*XVn. 
Mr.  Belford  to  I<ord  M. 

Thursday  morning,  Oct.  5. 


coant  of  wiiRt  has  j  list  no  w  pasaed 
beCweeii  ColoDel  Morden  and  mc. 

Wb  hud  s  good  deal  of  discouree 
about  the  Harlowc  family,  and 
thoBejmrtB  of  the  lady's  will  which 
etill  lemaiu  unexecuted,  aftei^ 
irhicb  the  colouel  addreaaedhim-; 
;r  which  gave 
me  some  surprise.  i 

He  flattered  liimsclf,  be  aaid, ' 
from  my  present  happy  turn,  and 
from  my  good  coustitutiou,  that  I 
^ould lire agreat m3iny years.  It 

3  therefore  bis  request,  that  I 
fTTOnld  consent  to  be  his  executor; 
Bnce  it  was  impoasible  for  him  to 
eaakeabettercnoice,  otpursuea 
IMtier  example,  than  his  cousin  I 
bad  set.  I 

llis  heart,  he  said,  was  in  it:| 
Ihere  were  some  things  in  his 
'eonsin's  willj  and  hia  analogous:: 
and  he  had  named  one  person  with! 
me,  with  whom  he  was  sure  I' 
would  not  refuse  to  be  joined;  and 
to  whom  he  intended  to  apply  for 
hie  consent,  when  be  had  obtained  i 


mine*,     flutimating,  ; 
could  gather,  that  it  wa 


I  far  a 


could  gather,  that  it  was  Mr.  Hick- 
mau,  to  whom  1  know  your  lord- 
ship is  not  a  stranger:  for  he  said, 
every  one  who  was  dear  to  his  be- 
loved cousin,  must  be  so  to  him: 
and  he  knew  that  the  gentleman 
whom  he  had  thoughts  of,  would 
have,  besides  my  advice  and  as- 
Bistanec,  the  adviceof  oneof  the 
most  sensible  ladies  in  England.] 

He  took  my  hand,  seeing  me 
under  some  surprise:  You  must 
not  hesitate,  much  less  deny  me, 
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Mr.  Belford.  Indeed  you  must 
not.  Two  things  1  will  assure  you 
of:  thatlhave,  aslhope,  made 
every  thing  so  clear  that  you  can- 
not have  any  litigation:  and  that 
I  have  done  BO  justly,  andl  hope 
it  will  he  thought  so  geaerously, 
hy  all  my  relations,  that  a  minil 
like  yours  will  rather  have  plea- 
Btu'e  than  pain  in  the  eseeution  of 
this  trust  And  this  is  what  I 
think  every  honest  man,  who 
hopes  to  find  an  honest  man  for  ' 
his  executor,  should  do. 

1  told  him,  that  I  was  greatly 
obliged  to  him  for  hia  good  opinion 
of  ine :  that  it  was  so  much  every 
man's  dull/  to  be  au  honest  man, 
that  it  could  not  be  interpreted  as 
vanity  to  say,  that  1  had  no  doubt 
to  be  found  so.  But  if  I  accepted 
of  this  trust,  it  must  be  on  con- 
dition — 

I  could  name  no  condition,  he 
saidf,  interrupting  me,  which  he 
would  refuse  to  comply  with. 

This  condition,  1  told  him,  was, 
that  as  there  was  as  great  a  pro- 
bability of  bis  being  tny  survivor, 
as  I  hia,  be  would  permit  me  to 
name  Mm  for  mine;  and,  in  that 
case,  a  week  should  not  pass  be- 
fore 1  made  my  will. 

With  all  his  heart,  be  said;  and 
the  readier,    as  ho  had  no  ap- 


ed was  really  the  effect  of  the 
tisfaction  he  had  taken  in  the  part 
I  had  already  acted  as  his  cousin's 
executor;  and  in  my  ability,  he 
was  pleased  to  add:  as  well  as  in 
jrarsuanee  of  his  cousin's  advice 
in  the  preaiiil>l«tftViBt^t*ii,Ms-*&-, 
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'^That  this  was  a  work  which 
should  be  set  about  in  full  health, 
both  of  body  and  mind." 

I  told  him,  that  I  was  pleased  to 
hear  him  say,  that  he  was  not  in 
any  apprehension  of  suddenly 
dyin^ ;  as  this  gave  me  assurance 
that  ne  had  laid  aside  all  thoughts 
of  actinj^  contrary  to  the  dying  re- 
quest of  his  beloved  cousin. 

Does  it  argue,  said  he,  smiling, 
that  if  I  were  to  pursue  a  venge- 
ance so  justifiable  in  my  own 
opinion,  I  must  be  in  apprehension 
of  falling  by  Mr.  Lovelace's  hand  ? 
— I  will  assure  you,  that  I  have  no 
fears  of  that  sort  —  but  I  know 
this  is  an  ungrateful  subject  to 
you :  Mr.  Lovelace  is  your  Mend ; 
and  I  will  allow ,  that  a  good  man 
may  have  a  friendship  for  a  lad 
one,  so  far  as  to  wisn  him  well, 
without  countenancing  him  in  his 
evil. 

I  will  assure  you,  added  he,  that 
I  have  not  yet  made  any  resolu- 
tions either  way.  I  have  told  you 
what  force  my  cousin's  repeated 
requests  have  with  me.  Hitherto 
they  have  withheld  me  —  but  let 
us  quit  this  subject. 

This,  sir,  [giving  me  a  sealed-up 
parcel]  is  my  will.  It  is  witnessed. 
I  made  no  doubt  of  prevailing 
upon  you  to  do  me  the  requested 
favour.  I  have  a  duplicate  to 
leave  with  the  other  gentleman; 
and  an  attested  copy,  which  I 
shall  deposit  at  my  banker's.  At 
my  return ,  which  will  be  in  six  or 
eight  months  at  farthest,  I  will 
allow  you  to  make  an  exchange  of 

yours  y  if  you  will  have  it  so.   ly    uuie,  wmcux  una  menuonea  m 
hare  only  now  to  take  leave  oi  m^\    ^  \^\XR7t  ^\i\OQ.\  V\a,xQ  ^ust  dipt 


relations  in  the  country.  And  so 
God  ijrotect  you,  Mr.  Belford! 
You  will  soon  hear  of  me  again. 

He  then  very  solemnty  em- 
braced me,  as  I  did  him:  and  we 
parted. 

I  heartily  congratulate  jour 
lordship  on  the  narrow  escape 
each  gentleman  has  had  from  the 
other:  for  I  apprehend,  that  they 
could  not  have  met  without  fatal 
consequences. 

Time,  I  hope,  which  subdues  all 
things,  will  subdue  their  resent- 
ments. 

I  am,  my  lord, 

Your  lordship's  most  faithful  and 

obedfient  servant, 

J.  Bblfobd. 

Several  other  letters  passed  between 
Miss  Howe  and  Mr,  Belford,  re- 
lating to  the  disposition  of  the 
papers  and  letters;  to  the  Poor's 
Fund;  and  to  other  articles  of  the 
lady's  will:  wherein  the  method  of 
proceeding  in  each  case  was  ad- 
justed. After  which  the  papers 
were  returned  to  Mr.  Belford,  that 
he  might  order  the  two  directed  co- 
pies of  them  to  be  taken. 

In  one  of  these  letters  Mr.  Belford 
requests  Miss  Howe  to  give  the 
character  of  the  friend  she  so 
dearly  loved:  "a  task,  he  im- 
agines, that  will  be  as  agree- 
able to  herself  as  worthy  of  her 
pen. 

"I  am  more  especially ^curiotts 
to  know,  says  he,  what  was  that 
paiticular  disposition  of  her 
time,  which  I  find  mentioned  in 
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into,  where  her  sister  ia  envious- 
ly reproacbiu^  Jior  ou  that 
score*.  This  111  formation  may 
perhaps  eiinble  me ,  Ba.jB  he ,  to 
account  for  what  has  often  sur- 
prised me:  how,  at  so  tender  an 
age,  this  admirable  lady  be- 
came mistress  of  such  extra- 
ordinary and  such  various  qua- 
lifications." 


iH  incapable  of  doing  justice 
ito  the  character  of  my  beloved 
-friend^  and  that  not  only  iiom 
want  of  talents,  hut  from  grief; 
nrbicb,  I  think,  rather  increases 
ithan  diminishes  by  time;  and 
rwhich  will  not  let  me  sit  down  to  a 
tfauk  that  requires  soinucbtbought, 
ijknd  a.  ercuter  degree  of  accuracy 
I  I  ever  believed  myself 
ress  of.  And  yet  1  so  well 
ispproveof  your  motion,  that  I  will 
,throw  into  your  hands  a  few  ma- 
i|erials,  that  may  serve  by  way  of  i 
jmpplemeut,  us  1  may  say,  to  those 
you  will  be  able  to  collect  from 
the  papers  themaelvea;  from  Col. 
Morden'a  letters  to  you,  particu- 
larly that  of  Sept.  23;**  and  from 
tbe  letters  of  the  detestable  wretch 
himself,  who,  I  find,  hiie  done  her 
justice,  although  to  his  own  con- 
demnation: all  these  together  will 
enable  i/ou,  who  seem  to  be  f<o 
great  au  admirer  of  her  virtues,  to 
[•perform  tbe  task;  and,  I  think,' 
HMtter  than  any  person  I  know. 
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Etttlmake  it  my  request,  that  if 
you  do  any  thing  in  this  way ,  you 
will  let  me  see  It.  Iflfindituot 
to  my  mind,  I  will  add  ordiminish, 
as  justice  shall  require. 

She  was  a  wonderful  creature 
from  ber  mfancf/;  but  I  suppose 
you  intend  to  give  a  character  of 
her  at  those  years  when  she  was 
qualified  to  beau  example  toother 
young  ladies,  rather  than  a  history 
of  her  life. 

I'erhapa,  nevertheless,  you  will 
choose  to  give  a  description  of  her 
person:  and  aa  you  knew  not  the 
dear  creature  when  ber  heart  was 
easy,  Iwill  tell  you  whatyet,  in 
part,  you  can  confirm ; 

That  her  shape  was  so  fine ,  her 
proportiou  ao  exact,  her  featurea 
BO  regular,  ber  complexion  so 
lovely,  and  her  whole  person  and 
mannersodistinguisbingly  charm- 
ing, that  she  could  not  move  with- 
out being  admired  and  followed  by 
the  eyes  of  every  one,  though 
Htrangera,  who  never  aaw  her  be- 
fore. Col.  Morden's  letter,  above 
referred  to,  will  confirm  this. 

In  ber  dresa  she  was  elegant  be- 
yond imitation;  and  generally 
led  the  fashion  to  all  ^e^Iadlea 
round  her,  without  seeming  to 
intend  it,  and  without  being  proud 
of  doing  BO.* 

She  was  rather  tall  than  of  a 
middhng  stature;  and  had  a 
dignity  in  her  aspect  and  air ,  that 
bespoke  the  mind  that  animated 
every  feature. 

Tuisnofiue  dignity,asl  may  call 
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for  the  reverence  which  inyolun- ;  who  excel  us,  as  much  as  we  fancy 
tarily  filled  their  hearts  on  her  we  excel  the  meanest." 
appearance,  to  impute  pride  to  j     "In  the  general  scale  of  beings, 
her.   But  these  were  such  as  knew  I  the  lowest  is  as  useful,  and  as  much 
that  they  should  have  been  proud  a  link  of  the  great  chain,  as  the 


of  any  one  of  her  perfections: 
judging  therefore  by  their  own 
narrowness,  they  thought  it  im- 
possible that  the  lady  who  pos- 
sessed so  many,  should  not  think 
herself  superior  to  them  all.  In- 
deed, I  have  heard  her  noble 
aspect  found  fault  with ,  as  indi- 
cating pride  and  superiority.  But 
people  awed  and  controlled, 
though  butby  their  o  wnconscious- 
ness  of  inferiority,  will  find  fault, 
right  or  wrong,  with  those,  of 
whose  rectitude  of  mind  and  man- 
ners their  own  culpable  hearts  ^ive 
them  to  be  afraid.  But,  in  the  bad 
sense  of  the  word.  Miss  Clarissa 
Harlowe  knew  not  what  pride 
was. 

You  may,  if  you  touch  upon  this 
subject,  throw  in  these  sentences 
of  hers ,  spoken  at  different  times, 
and  on  different  occasions. 

"Persons  of  accidental  or 
shadowy  merit,  may  be  proud: 
but  inborn  worth  must  be  always 
as  much  above  conceit  as  arro- 
gance." 

**Who  can  be  better,  or  more 
worthy,  than  they  should  be  ?  And, 
who  shall  be  proud  of  talents  they 
give  not  to  themselves?" 

"The  darkest  and  most  con- 
temptible ignorance  is  that  of  not 
knowing  one's  self;  and  that  all 
we  have,  and  all  we  excel  in,  is  the 
gift  of  God." 

"AJi  human  excellence  is  but 


comparative  —  there  axo  per^oivax^'^^si^^^^^'^^- 


highest." 

"The  grace  that  makes  every 
other  grace  amiable,  is  humqjtt.  ' 

"There  is  but  one  pride  pardon- 
able ;  that  of  being  above  doing  a 
base  or  dishonourable  action.** 

Such  were  the  sentiments  by 
which  this  admirable  young  lady 
endeavoured  to  conduct  herself, 
and  to  regulate  her  conduct  to 
others. 

And  in  truth ,  never  were  affa- 
bility and  complacency  (gracma- 
ness,  some  have  called  it)  more 
eminent  in  any  person,  man  or 
woman,  than  in  her,  to  those  i^ 
put  it  in  her  power  to  oblige  them: 
insomuch  that  the  benefited  has 
sometimes  not  known  which  to 
prefer;  the  grace  bestowed,  or  the 
manner  in  which  it  was  conferred. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  what 
was  said  of  Henry  IV.  of  France, 
might  be  said  of  her  manner  of  re- 
fusing a  request;  that  she  gener- 
ally sent  from  her  presence  the 
person  refused,  nearly  as  well 
satisfied  as  if  she  had  nranted  it 

Then  she  had  such  a  sacred 
regard  to  truth  —  you  cannot,  sir, 
expatiate  too  much  upon  this 
topic.  I  dare  say ,  that  in  all  her 
letters ,  in  all  the  letters  of  tiie 
wi'ctch ,  her  veracity  will  not  once 
be  found  impeachable,  although 
her  calamities  were  so  heavy,  toe 
horrid  man's  vriles  so  subtle,  and 
her  struggles  to  free  herself  from 


llcr  cbiirity  wis  ao great,  tbat 
ahe  alimys  chose  to  defciiil  or 
acquit  where  the  fuult  was  nut  so 
flagrant,  that  ithecamcapicceof 
justice  to  condemu  it;  and  was 
always  an  advocate  for  aii  absent 
]>erBoii,  wboMO  diatrotioii  was 
called  in  qucHtion,  without  having 
given   manifest   proofs   of   indiB~ 


Once  I  remember,  in  a  large 
cirule  of  ladiea  every  one  of  which 
[1  among  the  resljbavlQg  censured 
a  generally  reported  iiidiaeretioii 
in  a  young  lady  —  Come,  my 
Miss  Howe,  said  she,  [forwehud 
u";rec<I  to  take  each  otner  to  tuuk 
when   either   tbougiit  the   other 

gave  occasiou  for  it;  and  wlicn, 
y  blamiug  each  otiiGr,  we  iu- 
tended  a  ;/etieral  reprehension, 
which,  as  she  used  to  say,  it  would 
appear  arrogant  or  assuming  to 
level  more  p-itper/i/]  let  me  be  Miss 
Fanny  DarUugton.  Then  remov- 
ing out  of  the  eirclc,  and  standing 
up,  —  Here  I  stand ,  unworthy  oT 
u  seat  with  the  rest  of  the  com- 
pany,  till  I  have  cleared  myaelf. 
Ana  now,  suppose  me  to  be  her, 
let  me  hear  your  charge,  a:id  du 
i/im  hear  wliat  the  poor  culprit  can 
say  to  it  in  her  own  defeuce.  And 
then  answering  the  cnn/c'fura/aud 
iifip-oDKd  circumstances  by  circum- 
stances  as  fairly  to  be  supposed 
favourable,  she  brought  off  tri- 
umphantiy  theceusuredlady;  and 
to  much  to  every  one's  satisfaction, 
that  she  was  led  to  her  chair,  and 
voted  a  double  rank  in  the  circle, 
—  as  the  re-instated  Miss  Fanny 
Durliogton,  and  as  Miss  Clarissa' 
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Very  few  persons ,  she  used  to 
say,  would  be  condemned,  or  even 
accused,  in  the  circles  of  ladies, 
were  they  present;  it  is  gonerouH 
therefore,  nay,  it  is  but  just,  said 
ihe,to  take  the  port  of  theubsuat, 
if  not  flagrantly  culpable. 

But    though    icix'hm   was    ber 

■iliritjhi,  as  I  may  say,  yet  she 
had  not  lived  years  enough  to  pre- 
tend to  so  much  experience,  as  to 
exempt  her  from  the  necessity  oi' 
sometimes  altering  her  opinion 
both  of  persona  and  things:  but, 
when  she  foundherself  obliged  to 
do  this,  she  took  care,  that  llic 
particular  instance  of  mistaken 
worthiness  in  the  person  should 
not  narrow  or  contract  her  almost 
universal  charity  into  generul 
doubt  or  jealousy.  Au  instance 
of  what  1  mean,  Qceors  to  oiy 
memory. 

Being  upbraided,  by  a  HCvcn: 
censurer,  with  a  person's  proving 
base,  whom  she  bad  frc<|n(nitly 
defended,  and  by  whoso  boiieiiof  a 
my  beloved  friend  wsa  a  taffernT'. 
"You,  madam,"  said  thu,  "bw 
more  penetration  than  Bueh  it 
young  creature  as  I  can  pri4*!N'l 
to  have.  But  although  tiumaii 
depravity  may,  I  donbt,  ofttmer 
joatify  those  who  judgB  liunllly, 
than  human  rectitude  con  tJwwu 
who  judge  favourably,  yBt  wtJI  I 
not  part  with  my  chanty.  Kcvur- 
thelesB,  for  the  fnlurv.  I  will 
endeavour,  in  cases  wliere  tfae 
judgment  of  mjr  elders  is  agaitutt 
-ne ,  to  make  mine  eoniiUtent  wIUi 
■autiou  and  pwiHpiicc," 

Indeed  <  convinced 
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Beemingly  derogntorj  to  her  judg- 
ment and  sagacity)  do  one  W3S 
ever  bO  acknowledging,  bo  in- 
genuous as  she.  "It  waBftmerit," 
she  naed  to  Ba,y,  "next  in  degree 
to  that  of  having  avoided  error, 
frankly  to  own  an  error.  And  that 
the  offering  at  an  excuse  in  a 
blameable  manner,  was  the  un- 
doubted mark  of  a  disingenuous, 
if  not  of  aperrerse  mind. 

Uut  1  oughtto  add,  on  this  head 
[of  her  great  charity  where  char- 
acter was  concerned ,  and  where 
tliere  was  Toom  for  charity]  that 
she  was  always  deservedly  severe 
in  her  reprehensions  of  a  wilful 
and  ftiiitiai  vilenees.  How  conld 
she  then  forgive  the  wretch  by 
WhoBe  preinedilaled  villainy  she  was 
entangled? 

You  must  every  where  insist 
upon  it,  that  had  it  not  been  for 
the  stupid  persecutions  of  her  re- 
lations,she  never  would  have  been 
in  the  power  of  that  horrid  Love- 
lace. And  yet,  on  aeveral  oeca- 
siona ,  ehe  acknowledged  frankly, 
that  weieperson,  and  address,  and 
alliance,  to  be  allmcabbj  the  prin- 
cipal attractivea  inthe  choice  of  a 
lover,  it  would  not  have  been 
difficult  for  her  eye  to  mislead  her 

When  she  was  last  with  me 
(three  happy  weeks  togetherl)  in 
every  visit  the  wretch  made  her, 
he  left  her  more  dissatisfied  with 
in  the  former.  And  yet 
his  behaviour  before  her 
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Bbare  of  that  ebarming 


fth^PH 

distingwuflicfl 


delicacy,  andoftht    ^ 
which  flo  much  distingf 

In  obedience  to  the  comn 
of  her  gloomy  father,  on  his  t 
ingher  Co  be  my  guest,  for  fA< 
time,  [as it  most  unhappily  pr( 
she  never  would  see  him  out  I 
company;  and  would  often 
when  he  was  gone,  "  O  my  N 
thifl  is  not  toe  man."  —  At 
times,  "Gay,  gidd^ creatiu 
has  always  something  to  b 
given  for!"  —  At  others.  *■ 
man  will  much  sooner  excite 
fears,  than  attract  one's  I 
And  then  would  sherepeat, " 
is  not  TEE  man.  All  that  thei 
says  of  him  cannot  be  mitras 
what  title  have  I  to  call  U 
account,  who  intend  not  to 

In  short,  had  she  been  lei 
judgment  and  discretion  i 
"obody  ever  questioned  whi 
iOier,  she  would  soon  havi 
covered  enough  of  him  to  i 
discard  him  for  ever. 
was  an  admirable  mi 
of  all  the  graces  of  elocutioa. 
hand  she  wrote,  for  tlie  nei 
free  cut  of  her  letters,  (lib 
mind ,  solid  and  above  all  flam 
for  its  fairness,  evenness, 
swiftness,  distinguished  hi 
the  correctness  o 
orthography,  and  even  pnn 
tion,  from  the  gsoeralitj  a 
own  sex;  and  left  her  none  ai 
the  most  accurate  of  theothe 
excelled  her. 

And  here  you  may,  if 
please,  take  occasion  to  tki 
—  hint  for  tliebi 
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our  aei  as  are  too  careleaa  in  their 
orthographj  [a,  conBciouaness  of  a 
defect  in  which  geueriilly  keeps 
them  tirom  writiDg]  —  she  wa 
used  to  say, "  It  was  a  proof  that 
woman  nnderstood  the  derivalion 
as  well  aa  sense  of  the  words  she 
nsed,  and  that  she  stopt  not  at 
sound,  when  she  apelt  accurately." 
On  this  head  you  may  take  no- 
fice ,  that  it  was  always  matter  of 
Burprise  to  her,  that  the  aei  are 
generally  so  averse  as  they  are  to 
writing ;  since  the  pen,  neit  to  the 
needle,  of  all  employments,  is  the 
most  prober,  and  beat  adapted  to 
their  geninses;  and  this  as  well 
for  improvement,  as  amusement: 
"Who  sees  not,"  would  she  aay, 
"that  those  women  who  take  de- 
light iu  writing,  excel  the  men  in 
all  the  graces  of  the  familiar 
style?  The  gentleness  of  their 
minds,  the  deFicacj  of  their  senti< 
mentsj  pmproved  by  the  manner 
of  their  education^  and  the  liveli- 
ness of  their  imaginations,  qualify 
them  to  a  high  degree  of  pre- 
ference for  this  employment: 
whilemenof  learning,  as  tnev  are 
called,    (that  is  to  say  of' 


diatingnish  this  (and  indeed  every 
Other  Kind  of  writing)  when  they 
think  they  liave  best  succeedea, 
are  got  above,  or  rather  iieneatli  all 
natural  beauty." 

Then,  stiffened  and  starched 
[let  me  add]  into  dry  and  inde- 
lectiible  alfutULtioii ,  -;»  ■,;»-/  of 
these  Bcholilia  aa^lliiii'  -.f.  rlylc  US 


productions  with  mdaphns:  they 
rumble  into  bombast:  ities"btime, 
with  them,  lying  in  tcords,  and  not 


selves  mostexaited  when  feast 
deratood ;  and  down  they  sit,  fully 
satisfied  with  their  own  per- 
formances, and  call  them  habcit- 
uNB.  While  a  KecancZ  sort,  aiming 
at  wit,  that  wicked  misleader,  for- 
feit all  title  to  judgment.  And  a 
r/i/ivi, sinking  into  iheiclassiEal pits, 
there  poke  and  scramble  about, 
never  seeking  to  shew  genius  of 
their  own;  all  their  lives  spent  in 
common-place  quotation;  ht  only 
to  write  note*  and  comToents  upon 
other  people's  texts;  all  their 
pride,  that  they  know  those  beau- 
ties of  two  thousand  years  old  in 
unotlier  tongue,  which  they  can 
only  admire,  bat  not  ivdtate,   in 

And  these,  truly,  must  be 
learned  men,  anddespisersof  our 
I'njrjji'rZsex! 

Uut  1  need  not  mention  the  ex- 
ceptiona  which  my  beloved  iriend 
always  made  [and  to  which  1  sub- 
scribej  in  favour  of  men  of  aound 
learning,  true  taate,  and  extensive 
abilities:  nor,  in  particular,  her 
reapect,  even  to  reverence,   for 

fentlemcn  of  the  cloth;  which,  I 
are  say,  will  appear  in  every 
paragraph  of  her  letters  wherever 
any  of  the  clergy  are 'mentioned. 
Indeed  the  piouii  Dr.  Lewen,  the 
worthy  Dr.  Blame,  the  ingenious 
Mr,  Arnold,  and  Mr.  Tompkinr 
gentlemen  whom  sbenameain  on< 
article  of  her  will,  as  learned 
divines  withwhomsbeheldai 
CDiTespondence,  well  de««M«&.V<a.    i 
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reapcct;  siuiie  to  their  conversa- 
tion aud  correspondence  Bheowed 
many  of  het  valuable   acquite- 

Nor  were  the  little  Blighta  she 
would  uow  and  tbca  (following, 
as  I  HiDBt  own ,  iny  lead)  put  upon 
such  wirrc  scholars  land  lier  stupid 
and  pedantic  brother  was  one  of 
those  who  deserved  those  Blights] 
us  deapiaed  not  only  oursex,  bul 
aU  sach  as  had  not  had  theii'  op- 
(lOrtunities  of  being  acquiuuted 
with  the  parts  of  speech  \t  cannot 
Hpeak  lo>T  enough  of  such] ,  and 

with  the  dead  languages '" 

that  contempt,  vrhichsf 
for  what  ther  have  not  been  able 
to  master;    for    she   had  an  i 
mirable  facility  in  learning  1i 

guages,  and  read  with  great  ei 
oth  Italian  and  French.  She  had 
begun  to  apply  herself  to  Latin; 
and  liaviiig  such  a  critiual  know- 
ledge of  her  own  tongue,  and  anch 
a  foundation  from  the  two  others, 
wonld  soon  have  made  herself  au 
adept  in  it. 

But  uotnithatanding  all  her  ac- 
<]uirements,  she  was  an  excellent 
KdONOMiaT  and  aoDHEwitfn,  Aud 
thosequatificatioDS,youmasttakc 
iiotiuc,  she  was  particularly  fond 
of  inculcating  upon  all  her  read- 
ing and  writing eoinp anions  of  the 
aex :  for  it  was  a  amxim  with  her, 
'■  That  a  wouiaii  who  neglects  the 
fiseful  aud  the  ele/j<ml ,  which  dis- 
tiuguiah  her  oien  sex ,  for  the  sake 
of  obtaining  the  luarniiig  which  is 
Huppoaed  more  peculiar  to  the 
■ilher,  incnrs  more  contempt  by 
whatshe/biepiira,  than  she  gaii 
\  eftAllty  what  she  CK^'rei." 


"All  that  a  woman  can  leain 
ahe  used  to  eay,  [expatiatiiig  I 
this  masim]  "above  the  ugd 
knowledge  proper  to  her  sex,  < 
tier  learn.  This  will  ekew  that  • 
ia  a  good  housewife  of  her  ti 
and  that  she  has  not  a  narroi 
confined  genius.  But  then  let  h 
not  give  up  for  these ,  those  IM 
necessary,  and  therefore,  n 
maimer  employ ni  en ts,  wludi* 
qualify  her  to  be  a  i/oodtnistrar 
a  family,  Affomlioife,  aadftfw^ 
mother:  for  what  can  be  mors  di 
graceful  to  a  woman,  thaneiflM 
through  negligence  of  (Jrou,  toi 
found  to  be  a  teamed  slatlentf  i 
through  ignorance  c 
munagemeni ,  to  be  known  Iti  b< 
atrangerto  domestic  economyV' 

Then  would  she  instance  to  B 
two  particular  ladies;  one 
which,  while  she  was  fond  of  gij 
iogAi^r  opinion,  in  the  cotupaoy 
her  huaband,  and  of  lus  leaml 
fHcnds,  upon  doubtfiil  o  '"* 
itges  in  Virgil  or  Hone 
'  not  how  to  put  on  horclo& 
with    that   necessary   ^ 


and  the  respect  of  ever' 
persou:  while  the  other,  l^eom 
to  he  thought  Its  learned  asmB 
eould  find  no  better  way  to  asM 
her  pretenaious,  than  by  deapirii 
her  own  sex,  aud  by  diamiisu 
that  characteristic  delicacy,  tl 
loss  of  which  no  attainment  ci 
Bupply. 

She  would  haveit  indeed,  son) 
timea,  from  the  freiiuent  ill  ni 
I  learned  womm  make  of  IbM 
(spectable  aciiuiremcnl,  i ' 
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no  great  matter  wliclliDi'  the 
aimed  at  aiiy  thiug  but  oxcelling 
in  the  knomedge  of  the  beauties 
and  graceB  of  their  mother- 
tongue:  and  once  she  said,  that 
Ihisiraa  firld  enough  for  a  woman; 
aud  tin  ampler  vme  but  endanger- 
ing her  family  usefulness.  But  I, 
who  think  oar  sei  inferior  in  no- 
thing to  the  other,  but  in  want  of 
opportonities,  of  which  the  nar- 
row-minded mortals  indufltrioualy 
seek  to  deprive  us,  lest  we  should 
surpass  them  asmuchinwhat  they 
chiefly  value  themselveB  upon,  aa 
we  do  in  all  the  graces  of  a  fine 
imagination,  coiud  never  agree 
with  her  in  Ihut.  And  yet  1  was 
entirely  of  her  opinion,  that  those 
women  who  were  Bolicitous  to  ob- 
tain that  knowledge  or  leaniing, 
which  they  HUppoaed  would  add  to 
their  significance  in  sensible  com- 
pany, and  in  their  attainment  of  it 
imagined  themselves  above  all 
domestic  UBefulnc^,  deservedly 
incurred  the  contempt  which  they 
hardly  ever  failed  to  meet  with. 

Perhaps  you  will  not  think  it 
amiss  fiirther  to  observe  on  tli ' 
liead,  as  it  will  shew  that  VJr^'L't 
and  iwiiHptfi  always  wont  hand 
hand  with  her,  that  her  dairy  at 
her  grandfather's  was  the  delight 
of  every  one  who  saw  it;  and  she 
of  all  who  saw  her  in  it. 

Her  grandfather,  in  honour  of 
her  dexterity  and  ofher  skill  in  all 
the  parts  of  Uie  dairy  manage- 
ment, as  well  as  of  the  elegance  of 
the  offices  allotted  for  that  use, 
would  have  hie  scat,  before  known 
by  the  name  of  ilw  Gno-a,  to  be 


called  the  Diiiry-liii'ii^c^.  She  had 
an  easy,  con veui  cat,  and  graceful 
habit  made  on  purpose,  which  she 
pat  on  when  she  employed  herself 
in  these  works;  and  it  was  noted 
of  her,  that  in  llm  name,  hiur  tiat 
she  appeared  t.o  be  amost  elegant 
dairy-maid,  she  was,  when  called 
to  a  change  of  dreaa,  the  finest 
lady  that  ever  graeed  a  circle. 

Her  grandfather,  father,  mo- 
ther, uncles,  aunt,  and  oven  her 
brother  and  sister,  made  her  Ire- 
(juent  visits  there,  and  were  de- 
lighted with  her  silent  ease,  and 
unafiected  behaviourinhcr  works ; 
for  she  always  out  of  modesty 
chose  rather  the  operalive  than  the 
lUrcdh'e  part  that  she  might  not 
discourage  the  servant  whose 
proper  business  it  was. 

Each  was  fond  of  taking  a  re- 
gale from  her  hands  in  her  Diutji- 
hoiifif.  Her  mother  and  aunt 
Hervey  generally  admired  her  in 
silence,  that  they  might notgive 
uneasiness  to  her  sister;  a  spite- 
ful, perverse,  uuimitatiug thing, 
who  usually  looked  upon  her  dl 
the  time  with  spoeonless  envy. 
Now  and  then,  however,  the  pout- 
ing creature  would  suffer  extorted 
and  sparing  praise  to  burst  open 
her  lips;  Uiough  looking  at  the 
same  time  like  Saul  meditating^ 
the  pointed  javelin  at  the  heart  of 
David,  the  glory  of  bis  kingdom. 
And  now,    metliinks,    I  see  my 

igel-^end  (too  superior  to  take 
notice  of  her  gloom)  courting  her 
acceptance  of  the  milk-white 
curd,  from  hands  more  pure  than 
that 
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Her  akUl  and  dexterity  in  every 
br&ucb  of  family  management 
Beem  to  be  the  only  excellence  of 
her  innnmeralile  ones,  which  she 
owed  to  her  family;  whose  iif 
rowneBB,  immenaelj  rich,  and  ii 
ineusely  carking,  put  them  upon 
iadulging  lier  in  the  turn  she  took 
to  this  part  of  knowledge: 
her  eltfer  aiater  affected  dress 
without  being  gracefulinit;  aod 
the  fine  lady,  which  she  could 
never  be;  and  which  her  sister 
was  without  studying  for  it,  or 
seeming  to  know  she  was  so. 

It  was  usual  with  the  one  sister, 
when  company  was  eipectedj  to 
be  half  the  morning  dressmg; 
while  the  other  would  give  direc- 
tions for  the  whole  business  and 
entertainment  of  the  day,  and 
then  go  up  to  her  dressing-room, 
and,  before  she  could  be  well 
missed,  [haumgallherlMrigs 
nirab/e  order\  come  down  tit 
ceive  company,  and  with  all  that 
graceful  ease  and  tranquillity  as  if 
she  had  had  nothing  cue  to  think 
of. 

Long  after  her  [hours  perhaps  of 
previous  preparation  having  pass- 
ed] down  would  come  rustling  and 
buutling  the  tawdry  and  awkward 
Bella,  disordering  moreher  native 
disorderliness  at  the  sight  of  her 

ene  sister,  by  her  sullen  envy, 

see  herself  so  much  surpassed 
with  such  little  pains,  and  in  a 
sixth  part  of  the  time. 

Yet  was  this  admirable  creature 
mistress  of  all  these  domestic  qua- 
lifications without  the  least  inter- 
mixture of  narrowness.  SUeknew 
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ffoliii/,  a  neceasaiy  virtue,  and  ny- 
gar^ineas,  an  odious  vice:  and 
used  to  sa^,  "  That  to  define  ge- 
nerosity, It  must  be  called,  ue 
happymedium  betwixt  paraimaiqr 
and  profusion." 

She  was  the  most  grsceful 
reader  I  ever  knew.  She  added 
by  ber  melodious  voice  graces  to 
those  she  found  in  the  parts  dE 
books  she  read  out  to  ber  friends; 
and  gave  grace  and  significant 
to  others  where  they  were  not, 
She  had  no  tone,  no  whina  Her 
accent  was  always  adnurablr 
placed.  The  emphaais  she  u- 
ways  forcibly  laid,  as  Itlia  snitject 
required.  No  buskin  clevabDO, 
no  tragedy  pomp ,  could  misleu 
her;  and  yet  poetry  was  pooby 
md^ed,  when  she  read  it. 

But  if  her  voice  was  melodioiD 
when  she  rfod,  it  was  aDbannoi 
when  she  suitfj.  And  the  &t 
she  gave  by  that,  andbyheri 
and  ereat  compass,  waa  he^l 
enedby  tlie  ease  and  gracefuln' 
of  her  air  and  manner,  and  by 
alacrity  with  which  she  obliged. 

Nevertheless ,  sbs  geneMl 
choae  rather  to  hear  others  stn^i 
play ,  than  either  to  play  or  — 
herself. 

iShe   delighted  to  gire  praisH 
where  deserved:  yet  she  tilwsyj 
bestowed  it  in  such  a  n.__. .. 
gave  not  the  least  suspicion  V 
she  laid  out  for  a  return  of  it  td 
herself,   though    i 
allowed  to  be  her  due. 

She  had  a  talent  of  sajrlng  « 

)mmon  things  in  such  aa  tT 
manner,  that  every  body  I 
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and    which    jut    required    both 
genina    and    obBervation    to   Btty 

ETen  severe  things  appeared 
zentle,  though  they  lost  not  their 
force,  from  the  sneetneas  of  her 
air  and  utterance ,  and  the  appar- 
ect  benevolence  of  her  purpose, 

Wefonntbo  truest  judgment  of 
peiBons,  bj  their  behaviour  on  the 
mast  familiar  occasions.  1  will 
g^veaniuBtanceortno  of  the  cor- 
rection she  favoured  me  with  on 
meh  1  one. 

When  very  young,  I  was  guilty 
of  the  fault  of  those  who  want  to 
be  courted  to  sine.   She  cured  me 
of  it,  at  the  firatot  our  happy  inti- 
macy, by  her  own  example ;  and  by 
the    foUowing    correctives ,    oe- 
castonally,  yet  privately  enforced. 
"Well,  my  dear,  shall  we  take 
you  at  your  word?   Shall  we  sup- 
_pciae  that  you  sing  but  indiderent- 
^3f'^   Ib  ""^i  however,  the  act  uf 
WSpiliging (the  company eo  worthy!) 
B^reiferable  to  the  latent  ofainipng.' 
^^xA  shall  not  youog  ladies  eu' 
deavour  to   make  up   for  their 
defects  in  one  part  of  education, 
by  their  excellence  in  another?" 

Ag^n,  "You  must  convince  ua, 
by  attempting  to  sing,  that  you 
eanfti'l  aing ;  and  then  we  will  rid 
you,  not  only  of  present,  but  of 
future  imporluaity."  —  An  indul- 
gence, however,  let  me  add,  that 
oui  tolerable  siasera  do  not  always 
wish  to  meet  with. 

Again,  "I  know  you  will  favour 
na  by  and  by ;  and  what  do  you  by 
our  excuBea,  but  raise  our  expec- 
^OUB.    and  enhance  your  own 


At  anotherlime,  "Hasnotthia 
accompliBhment  been  a  part  of 
your  ed'ieatinn,  my  Nancy?  How 
then,  for, your  own  honour,  can  we 
allow  of  your  eieuses  V  " 

And  I  once  pleading  a  cold,  the 
usual  pretence  of  those  who  love 
to  be  entreated  —  "Sing  however, 
my  dear,  as  well  n,i  you  can.  The 
greater  the  difficulty  b)  you,  tbe 
higher  the  compliment  to  the  com- 
pany. Do  you  think  yoa  are 
among  those  who  know  not  how 
to  make  allowanccB?  You  should 
sing,  my  lore,  lest  there  ahouM  be 
any  body  present  who  may  think 
your   excuses   owing  to   aSecta- 

At  another  time,  when  1  bad 
(ruij  observed,  that  a  young  lady 
present  sung  better  tban  i ;  and 
tbat  therefore  I  chose  not  to  sing 
before  that  lady  —  "Fie,"  said  she, 
(drawing  me  on  one  side)  "is  not 
this  pride,  my  Nancy  ?  Does  it  not 
look  as  if  your  principal  motive  to 
oblige,  was  to  obtaui  applause? 
A  generous  mind  will  not  scruple 
to  give  advantage  to  a  person  nf 
meril,  though  not  always  to  her 
own  advantage.  And  yet  she  will 
have  a  high  merit  in  doing  that. 
Supposing  this  excellent  person 
absent,  who,  my  dear,  if  your 
example  spread,  shall  aing  after 
you?  You  know  every  one  else 
must  be  but  aa  a  foil  to  you.  In- 
deed I  must  have  you  as  much 
superior  to  other  ladies  in  these 
smaller  points,  as  you  are  in  great- 
\er."  So  she  was  pleased  to  say  to 
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u  much  above 
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no  young  Iddy   could  be  in  hprloUiCr    words,    was    an    nfasolutc 
company  h&lf  an  hoar,  and  nol  mhUeBBo! tiieghoiild-be. 


carry  anay  instruction  nitb  lier, 
whatever  waa  the  topic   Yet  all 

sweetly  insinuated ;  nothing  given 
with  the  air  of  preBCription:   i 
that  while  ahe  seemed  to  ask. 

anestion  for  inform.ition  sake,  she 
ropt  in  the  needful  instruction, 
ana  left  the  instructed  unable  to 
decide .  whether  the  thought 
l^which  Deing  started ,  she ,  the  in- 
atoucted,  could  improve)  came 
primarily  from  herself,  or  from 
the  sweet  inebnictress. 

She  had  a  pretty  baud  at  draw- 
ing, which  she  obtained  with  a, 
very  little  inatniction.  Her  time 
ires  too  much  taken  np,  to  allow, 
"lOugh  toHofineanart,  Iheatten- 
-  which  was  uoceEsary  to  make 
greatly  excel  iu  it;  and  she 
wed  to  say,  "  That  she  was  afraid 
of  uming  at  lim  manii  things ,  for 
fear  she  should  not  be  tolerable  at 

For  her  years  and  her  opportu- 
nities, she  was  an  eitiaorainary 
judge  of  painting.  In  this,  as  in 
every  thing  else,  niilurc  was  her 
art,  her  art  was  nature.  She  even 
prettily  performed  in  it  Her 
grftudfatber ,  for  this  reason, 
Bequeathed  to  her  all  the  family 
pictures.  Charming  was  herfancy: 
alike  sweet  and  eaay  was  every 
touch  of  her  pencil  and  her  pen. 
Yet  her  judgment  exceeded  her 
performance.  She  did  not  practise 
enongb  to  excel  in  the  executive 
part  She  conid  not  in  everything 
excel.  But,  upon  the  whole,  she 
'pew  what  every  subject  required 
""  t  io  toe  naturo  of  it:  in. 
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Familiar  instance  fm- 
of  young  ladies:  slifl 
(nntftught,)  observed  when  hat  a 
child  that  the  sun,  moon,  andEfaws 
never  appeared  at  once;  andwer: 
therefore  never  to  be  in  one  pieci 
that  bears,  tiicers,  lions,  werent 
natives  of  an  English  climate,  aucl 
should  not  therefore  have  pUcf  in 
an  English  landscape:  that  tin* 
ravagers  of  the  forest  canMrted 
not  with  Iambs,  kids,  or  famm: 
kites,  hawkfi,  and  vultates, 
with  doves,  partridges,  and  ph6)t- 

And,  alas!  she  knew,  before  jIic 

US  nineteen  years  of  age,  bj 

fatal  experience  she  knew!  tiat 

all  these  beasts  and  birds  of  picy, 

3     outdone     in    treachctrot^ 

ilty  by  Misl  Vile,  barbaroui, 
plotting,  destructive  man!  wha, 
infinitely  less  excusable  thai 
i,  destroys  through  wautiu 
and  sport,  what  those  ody 
destroy  through  hnnger  and  ne- 
""fiBity! 

The  mere  pretenders  to  thwe 
branches  of  science  which  ihc 
aimed  at  acquiring,  she  knew  how 
to  detect;  and  all  from  natsre. 
Pro'pricty,  another  word  for  oil- 
(aa  I  have  hinted)  h» 
is  the  foundation  of  all 
true  judgment.  But  nevcrtbeleia. 
she  was  always  uneasy,  if  wlat 
she  said  exposed  those  pretendwi 
'  knowledge,  even  in  their  lih- 
ce.   to   the  ridicule  of  livdj 

Ixtt^o  miiiknt  lad ies.wbo have 
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tiea;  whose  whole  time,  in  the 
short  days  tbcy  generally  make, 
and  in  the  inverted  night  aiid  day, 
where  they  make  them  longer,  is 
wholly  spent  in  dress ,  visits, 
cards, playa,  operas,  and  musical 
entertainmeiitB,  woDder  at  what  I 
have  written,  and  shall  further 
write:  and  let  them  look  upon  it 
as  an  incredihle  thing,  that  when, 
at  a  mature  age,  thcj  cannot 
boast  one  of  her  perfections,  there 
should  have  been  a  lady  so  young, 
who  had  30  many. 

These  must  be  such  as  know  not 
how  she  employed  her  time;  and 
cannot  form  tlio  leaat  idea  of  what 
may  be  done  in  those  hours  in 
which  they  Ue  ejiFntoped  milh  tie 
aharks  of  dcaOi ,  as  she  used  to  call 

But  before  I  come  to  mention 
the  distribution  she  usually  made 
of  her  lime,  let  me  aay  a  fewworda 
upon  another  subject ,  in  which 
she  eiicelled  all  the  young  ladies  1 
ever  knew. 

This  was  her  skill  in  almost  all 

L  BortE  of  fine  needleworks .-     of 

[  which,  however,  I  shall  say  the 

less  since  possibly  you  will  find  it 

mentioned  in  some  of  the  letters. 

That  piece  which  she  bequeaths 
to  her  cousin  Morden,  is  indeed 
a  capital  piece;  a  performance 
so  admirable ,  that  that  gien- 
tlGman'siather,whoresidodchiQfly 
abroad ,  (was,  as  is  mentioned  in 
her  will,)  very  desirous  to  obtain 
it,  in  order  to  carry  it  to  Italy  with 
him ,  to  shew  the  curious  of  nther 
countries,  (as  he  used  to  say)  for 
the  honour  of  Ui  nicn,  that  the 
cloistered  confinement  was   not 


ssary  to  inakeEnglish  womnn 
excel  in  any  of  tlioHO  fine  arts 
upon  which  nuns  and  recluses 
value  themselves. 

ller  quickness  at  these  sorts  of 
works  was  astonishing;  and  a 
great  encouragement  to  herself  to 
prosecute  them. 

Mr.  Morden's  father  would  have 
been  continually  making*  her 
presents  would  shehave permitted 
him  to  do  bo;  and  he  used  to  call 
them,  and  so  did  her  grandfather, 
tributes  due  to  a  merit  so  Bove- 


complishments  and  aoi|iiirements 
she  was  mistress  of,  will  show  what 
they  must  have  been.  She  was  far 
from  being  fond  of  rrtrHs,  the 
fashionable  foible  of  modem 
ladies:  nor,  aa  will  be  easily  per- 
ceived from  what  I  have  said ,  and 
from  what  I  shall  further 
aay,  had  she  much  time  for  play. 
She  never  therefore  promoted 
their  being  called  for;  and  often 
insensibly  diverted  the  company 
from  tlimn ,  by  starting  some 
entertaining  subject,  when  she 
could  do  it  without  incurring  the 
imputation  of  particularity. 

Indeed  very  few  of  her  intimates 
would  propose  cards,  if  they  could 
engage  her  to  read,  to  talk,  to 
touch  the  keys,  or  to  sing,  when 
any  new  hook,  or  new  piece  of 
music,  came  down.  But  when  com- 
pany was  so  numerous,  that  con- 
versation could  not  take  that 
agreeable  turn  which  it  oftenest 
does  among  four  or  five  friends  of 
like  years  and  inclinations,  and  it 
became  in  a  manner  oeeewAri^ 
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detach  off  aorae  of  it,  to  make  the 
rest  better  company,  she  would 
not  refuse  to  pluj,  if,  upon  cast- 
ing-in,  it  fell  to  her  lot.  Asd  then 
she  siiewed  that  her  dis-reliah  to 
cards  was  the  effect  of  choice 
ontj;  and  that  she  was  an  ea,sy 
mistress  of  every  genteel  game 
played  with  them.  But  then  she 
Silways  declared  against  playing 
high.  "Except  for  trifles,"  she 
used  to  say,  "she  would  not  sab- 
tnit  to  oAanoe  what  she  was  already 
iure  of." 

At  other  times,  "She  would 
make  her  friends  a  very  ill  compli- 
ment,"shesaid,  "if  sho  supposed 
they  would  wish  to  be  possessed 
of  what  of  riclit  belonged  to  her ; 
and  she  should  be  very  unworthy 
if  she  desired  to  make  herself  a 
title  to  what  was  theirs." 

"High  gaming,  in  short,"  she 
■used  to  say,  "was  a  sordid  vice; 
lu  immorality ;  the  child  of 
avaric«;  and  a  direct  breacli  of 
that  commandment,  which  forbids 
I  to  covet  what  is  our  neigh- 
She  was  exeeedingly  charit- 
able; the  only  one  of  her  family 
that  knew  the  mcauiog  of  the 
word:  and  this  with  regard  both 
to  the  Bouls  and  the  bodies  of 
those  who  were  the  well-chosen 
objects  of  her  benevolence.  She 
kept  a  list  of  these,  whom  she 
used  to  call  Aerpuor,  entering  one 
upon  it  as  another  was  provided 
for,  hy  death  or  any  oi 
but  always  made  a  reser 
tbeless,  for  unforeseen  casea ,  aaiA 
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dent  distribution  of  them,  she  had 
neither  example  nor  equal. 

The  aged,  the  blind,  the  lame,  the 
widow,  the  orphan,  the  Dnsuccesa- 
ful  industrious,  were  particularlj' 
the  objects  of  it;  ana  the  contn- 
butiug  to  the  schooling  of  some, 
to  the  putting  out  to  trades  and 
husbandry  the  children  of  othere 
of  the  labouring  or  needy  poor, 
and  setting  them  forwara  at  the 
expiration  of  their  servitude,  were 
her  great  delights;  as  was  the 
giving  eood  books  to  others;  and, 
when  she  had  opportunity ,  the 
instructing  the  poorer  sort  of  her 
honest  neighbours,  and  father's 
tenants,  in  the  use  of  them.  "That 
charity,"  she  used  to  say,  "which 

' viduB  toT the 7H0 rain,  aswellai 
the  bodily  u-mils  of  the  poor, 
gives  adouble benefit  to  theptWir, 
as  it  adds  to  the  number  of  tho 
^o^/u^,  what  it  takes  from  thai  ol' 
the  VTojUgate.  And  can  there  bp, 
in  the  eyes  of  that  God,  she  was 
wont  to  say,  who  requires  nothing 
so  much  from  us  as  acts  of  bene- 
ficence to  one  another,  a  charity 
more  worthy?" 

Her  nnele  Antony,  when  be 
came  to  settle  in  England,  with 
bis  vast  fortune  obtained  in  Ihc 
Indies,  used  to  say,  "This  girl  by 
her  charities  will  bring  down  a 
blessing  upon  us  all."  Anditniual 
be  owned  they  trusted  pretty 
much  on  this  presumption. 

But  I  need  not  say  more  on  this 
head;  nor  perhaps  wits  it  neces- 
sary to  say  so  much;  since  the 
,t;.\iKn\a.y,e  beauests   in   her  will 


accidental  distrewes.   An4\-t\ao.'&c^\lwi«a'ftVW' 
If  be  owned,  that  iu  tlie  ^ta-W^^^^^^'^^^'^^'^ia 
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gariied  than  qvalily:  that  a  full 
meal  was  the  great  eDCmy  both  to 
Btudy  and  indiiatrj:  that  a  well- 
built  houae  required  but  little  re- 

B;  this  moderation  in  her  diet, 
she  enjoyed,  nith  a  delicate  frame 
ofbody,  a  fine  state  of  health; 
was  always  serene,  lively;  cheec- 
ftii  of  course.  And  I  never  knew 
but  of  one  illness  she  had;  and 
that  was  by  a  violent  cold  caught 
in  an  open  chaise,  by  a  sudden 
Btorm  of  hail  and  rain,  in  aplace 
where  there  was  no  shelter;  and 
which  threw  her  into  a  fever,  at- 
tended with  dangerous  aymptoms, 
thatnodoubt  were  lieh  tened  by  her 
temperance;  but  which  gave  her 
friends ,  who  Ihen  knew  her  value, 
infinite  apprehensions  for  her.* 
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In  all  her  readings,  and  in  her 
conversations  upon  them,  she  was 
fonder  of  finding  beauties  than 
biemiBhes,  and  chose  to  applaud 
both  authors  and  books,  where 
shecontdfindthe  least  room  for  it. 
Vet  she  used  to  lament,  that  cer- 
tain writers  of  the  first  class,  who 
were  capable  of  exalting  virtue, 
and  of  putting  vice  out  of  coun- 
tenance, too  generally  employed 
themselves  in  works  of  imagina- 
lion  only,  upon  subjects  mertlij 
spei^daiwe,  dtsmieTesling,  and  i«i- 
edifying;  from  which  no  useful  mo- 
ral iir  example  could  be  drawn. 

But  she  was  a  severe  ceiiaurer 
of  pieces  oi  a  light  or  indecenl  tam, 
which  had  a  tendency  to  corrupt 
the  morals  of  youth,  to  convey 
polluted  images,  or  to  wound 
religion,  whether  in  itself,  or 
through  the  sides  of  its  professors, 
and  thiswhoever  were  the  authors, 
and  how  admirable  soever  the 
execution.  She  often  pitied  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Swift  for  so  em- 
ploying his  admirable  pen,  that  a 
pure  eye  was  afraid  of  looking 
mto  his  works,  and  a  pure  ear  of 
hearing  any  thing  quoted  from 
them.  "Such authors,"  shensed 
to  say,  "were  not  honest  to  their 
own  talents,  nor  grateful  to  the 
God  who  gave  them."  Nor  would 
she,  on  these  occasions,  admit 
their  beauties  as  a  palliation;  on 
the  contrary ,  she  neld  it  as  an 
aggravation  of  their  crime,  that 
they  who  are  so  capable  of  mend- 
in/;  thi:  heart,  should  in  any  places 
isliew  acoTTu.'pl  mv*  wi'Oti!«s«^««S'^-. 
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Jown  with  one  hftnil   what  tliEy 
built  up  with  the  other. 

All  she  Raid,  and  all  she  did, 
was  accompanied  with  a  DAtnral 
ease  and  dignity,  which  set  her 
afaoTe  afTectation,  or  the  auspicion 
if  it:  insomuch  that  that  degrad- 
"igfault,  so  gen nrally  imputed  to 
^j.  j^jj 


to  her  charge.  For,  with  all  her 
eicellencies,  she  was  forwarder  to 
Iwar  than  ^jieoi';  and  hence,  no 
doubt,  derived  no  small  part  of 
her  improvement. 

Althongh  she  was  well  read  in 
thcEogli^,  French,  and  Italian 

fioet^,  and  had  read  the  best  trana- 
atioDsof  the  Latin  Classics;  jet 
neldom  did  she  quote  or  repeat 
from  tb em,  cither  in  her  letters  or 
eonversation,  though  exceedingly 
happy  in  a  tenacious  memory; 
principally  through  modesty,  and 
to  avoid  the  imjiutation  of  that 
affectoiion  which  I  have  Just  men- 
tioned, 

Mr.  Wyerley  once  said  of  her, 
she  had  sncb  a  fund  of  linowledge 
of  her  own,  and  made  naturallf 
such  fine  obsorratiooH  upon  per- 


pression]  nf  judijing  "f  ihe  bird, 
that  she  had  seldom  either  room 
or  necessity  for  foreign  assis- 
tancea. 

Bnt  it  waB  plain  from  her  whole 
conduct  and  behaviour,  that  she 
had  not  so  good  an  opinion  of  her- 
self, however  deserved;  since, 
k whenever  she  was  urged  to  give 
her  sentiments  on  any  subject,  al- 
■'  inch  all  she  thonght  fit  to  say 
SesT  and  intelligible,  yet  she 


ISTOUV  OF 

Eiccmed  in  haste  to  have  done 
speaking.  Her  reason  for  it,  I 
luiow,  was  twofold:  that  she 
might  not  lose  the  benefit  of  other 
people's  sentiments,  engroBsing 
the  conversation^  and  Test,  as 
were  her  words,  she  sboalo  be 
praised  into  I'lq'iiiciiniKn^f,  andw 
forfeit  the  good  opinion  wbich  a 
pernon  always  maintains  with 
ner  friends,  who  knows  when  she 
has  said  enough.  — It  was,  finally, 
a  rule  with  her,  "to  leave  her 
hearers  wishing  her  to  eay  n: 
rather  than  to  give  them  can 
shew,  by  their  raa(foi(!Ofi,  an  . 
easiness   tliat  she   had   e&id  so 

You  are  curions  to  know  the 
particular  disfrihution  of  her 
time;  which  you  suppose  will 
help  yon  to  account  for  what  yon 
ownyourself  surprised  at;  to  wit, 
how  so  young  a  lady  could  make 
herself  mistress  of  so  many  act 
plisbments. 

I  will  premise,  that  she  was 
from  infancy  inured  to  rise  early 
in  a  morning,  by  an  excellent, 
and,  as  1  may  say,  a,  Iramrd 
woman,  Mrs.  Norton,  to  whose 
care,  wisdom,  and  example,  sb« 
was  beholden  for  the  gronndwoit 
of  her  taste  and  acquirements, 
which  meeting  with  snch  assis- 
tances from  the  divines  I  hare 
named,  and  with  anch  a  genius, 
made  it  the  less  wonder  that  she 
snrpasBod  most  of  her  age  a 

Tier  sex,  didlsay?  What  honour 
to  the  I'ther  does  this  implyl 
When  one  might  challenge  the 
pTondeit  psdant  of  them  all,  to 
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•a;  he  has  beeu  tljsciplined  into 
greater  improvement,  than  she 
nad  made  from  the  mere  force  of 
^uiuB  and  application.  But  it  is 
demonatrabk  to  all  who  know 
how  tomake  observations  on  their 
acquaintance  of  both  sexes,  ar- 
rogant aa  some  are  of  their  Buper* 
ficialitieb,  that  a  lady  at  eightee 
take  tho  world  through,  is  mo 
prndent  and  conversable  than 
man  at  twentyfive.  I  can  prove 
this  by  nineteen  instances  out  of 
twenty  in  my  onn  knowledge. 
Yet  how  do  these  poor  boasters 
value  themselves  upon  the  advan- 
tages their  education  gives  them ! 
Wno  has  not  seen  some  of  them, 
just  come  from  the  university,  dis- 
dsinfully  smile  at  a  mbtaken  oi 
ill-pronounced  moril  from  a  lady, 
when  her  same  has  been  clear,  and 
herseutimentsjnst;  and  when  he 
could  not  himaelf  utter  a,  s'  ' 
sentence  fit  to  be  repeated,  . 
what  he  had  borrowed  from  the 
authors  he  had  been  obliged  to 
study,  as  a  ^ainfol  exercise  to 
alow  and  creeping  parts?  But  how 
'diRresE! 

Thie  eicellcnt  younc  lady  used 
)  say,  "it  was  incredible  to  think. 
hat  might  be  done  by  ^urig 
rising,  and  by  loni/  'lin/s  well  filleil 
np." 

It  may  be  added,  that  she  cal- 
culated according  to  the  practice 
ottuntHany,  she  had  actually  lived 
more  years  at  sixteen,  than  l/iei/ 
had  at  Ifeenty-six. 

She  was  of  opinion,  "that  no 
f  one  could  sucnd  their  time  pro- 
kjKrly,  who  did  not  live  b^  acme 
""■lo;  whodidnot  approprialotlv 


hours,  as  near  as  might  be,  to  par- 
ticular  purposes  and  employ- 
ments." 

In  conformity  to  this  self-set 
lesson,  the  usual  distributiou  of 
the  twenty-four  houni,  when  left 
to  her  owu  choice,   was  as  fol- 

F„r  REST  she  oUutted  SlXhours 
only. 

She  thought  herself  not  so  well, 
and  so  clear  in  her  intellects,  [so 
much  alive,  she  used  to  say]  ifsne 
exceeded  this  proportion.  If  she 
slept  not,  she  chose  to  rise  sooner. 
And  in  winter  had  her  fire  laid, 
and  a  taper  ready  burning  to  light 
it;  not  loving  to  give  trouble  to 
servants,  ''whose  harder  work, 
and  later  hours  of  going  to  bed," 
she  used  to  say,  "  required  consi- 
deration." 

I  have  blamed  her  for  her 
greater  regard  to  them,  than  to 
herself.  But  this  was  her  answer: 
"  I  have  my  choice :  tp/m  can  wish 
for  more?  Why  should  I  oppress 
others ,  to  gratify  myself?  You 
sec  what  ^res-wffl  enables  one  to 
do;  white  inij'osllioit  would  make 
"  light  burden  heavy." 


Were  generally  passed  in  her 

itudy,   and  in  her  closet-duties: 

and  were  occasionally  augmented 

by  those  she  saved  from  rest:  and 

these   passed   her   epistolary 
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day,  aa  occaBiona  re(|iiired ;  all  the 
house  keeper's  bills,  in  ease  of  her 
mother,  pnsatng  through  her 
bands.  For  she  was  a  perfect 
mistress  of  the  four  principal 
mles  of  arithmetic. 

FIVE  noun  in  her  Needle. 
Drawing!,  Miiiic,§'c. 

In  these  she  included  thea» 
tance  and  inspection  she  gave 
her  own  servants,  and  to  hor 
sister's  servants,  in  the  needle- 
works required  for  the  family ;  for 
her  sister,  as  I  have  above  hinted, 
is  a  UDUEHB.  In  these  she  also  in- 
cluded Dr.  Lewen'a  conversation- 
Tiaits;  with  whom  likewise  she 
held  ft  correspondence  by  letters. 
That  reverend  gentleman  de- 
lighted himself  and  her  twice  or 
tbice  a  week,  if  bis  health  per- 
mitted, with  these  visits:  and  she 
always  preferred  his  company  to 
uiy  other  engagement. 
TWO  Hours  site  aUolUd  inherlicii 
first  Meals. 

But  if  conversatioD,  or  the  de- 
sire of  friends,  or  the  falling  in  of 
company  or  guests,  requireditto 
be  otherwise,  she  never  scrupled 
to  oblige ;  aud  would  on  such  oc- 
casions burrow,  as  she  called  it, 
front  other  distributions.     And  as 
she  found  it  very  hard  not  to 
ceed  in  this  appropriation, 
put  down 
ONE  Hour  iiwre  to  Dinner-I 

Conversation, 
To  be  added  or  subtracted, 
occasions  offered,  orthedesir 
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said,  to  keep  this  account  even; 
especially  if  Dr.  Lewen  obliged 
ibem  with  his  company  at  their 
table;  which,  however,  he  seldom 
<Y\i\  for,  being  a  valetadinariftn, 
and  in  a  regimen,  he  generally 
made  his  visits  in  the  afternoon, 
ONE  Hour  to   Visits  to  the  ntigk- 

liouring  Poor; 
To  a  select  number  of  whom, 
and  to  their  children,  she  used  to 
give  brief  instructions ,  and  good 
books:  aud  as  this  happened  Dot 
every  day,  aod  seldom  above 
twice  a  week,  she  had  two  or 
three  hours  at  a  time  to  bestow  in 
this  benevolent  employment. 

Tlie  remaviing  FOUR  noun 
Were  occasionally  allotted  b) 
supper,  to  conversation,  or  to 
reading  after  supper  to  the  fii- 
mily.  This  allotment  she  called 
her  fund,  upon  which  she  used 
to  draw,  to  satisfy  her  other  de- 
bits: and  in  this  she  included 
visits  received  and  returned, 
shows,  spectacles,  &c. which,  in 
a  country-life,  not  occurring  eveij 
day,  she  used  to  think  a  great 
allowance,  no  less  than  tuyii  days 
msir,  for  amusements  only:  and 
she  was  wont  to  say,  that  it  waa 
hard  if  she  could  not  steal  time 
out  of  thisfund,  for  an  excursion 
of  even  two  or  three  days  in  a 
month, 

If  it  be  s^d,  that  her  relations, 
or  the  young  neighbouring  Isdie*. 
had  but  litlJe  of  her  time,  it  will 
he  considered,  that  besides  these 
four  hours  in  the  twenty-fimr, 
great  part  of  the  time  she  was  W- 
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■  ,  and  it  was  a  custom  she  had  intro- 
K'duced  among  her  acquaintance, 
[T  tjiat  the  young  ladies  in  their 
visits  used  frequently ,  in  a.  neigh- 
bourly way,  (in  the  winter  even- 
ings eBpeoiailj)  to  hring  their 
work  with  them-  and  one  of  half  a 
dozen  of  her  aelect  acqunintauce 
■nsed  by  turna  to  read  to  the  rest 
»fia  they  were  at  work. 

This  was  her  usual  method 
I  when  at  her  own  command  for  six 
days  in  the  week. 

Tl>e  SEVENTH  DAY, 
She  kept  as  it  ought  fo  be  kept: 
^^■nd  as  some  part  of  it  was  fre- 
nquently  employed  in  works  of 
tnercy,  the  hoar  she  allotted  to 
Visitmg  the  neighbouring  poor 
^rns  oceasionalty  supplied  iroin 
this  day,  and  added  to  her  fund. 

But  I  must  obaerpe,  that  when 
n  her  grandfather's  lifetime  she 
nas  three  or  four  weeks  at  a  time 
his  housekeeper  and  guest,  as 
also  at  either  of  her  uncles ,  her 
UBual  distribution  of  time  was 
Tsried:  hut  still  she  had  an  eye 
to  it  as  nearly  as  circumstances 
would  admit. 

When  I  had  the  happiness  of 
having  her  for  my  guest,  for  a 
■fortnight  or  so ,  she  likewiBe  dis- 

Sensed  with  her  rulea ,  in  mete  in- 
ulgence  to  my  foibles,  and  idler 
ihabits;  for  I  also  (thoagh  I  had 
itlie  benefit  of  an  example  I  bo 
nach  admired)  am  too  much  of 
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time;  and  can  witness  to  the 
benefit  I  found  by  it  in  my  health ; 
as  also  to  the  many  useful  things 
I  waa  enabled  by  that  means  wim 
eaae  and  pleasure  to  perform. 
And  in  her  aeeount-book  I  have 
found  thia  memorandnra  since  her 
ever-to-be  lamented  death;  — 
"From  svch  a  ihiij  to  nurli  a  day, 
all  holidays,  at  my  dear  Miss 
Howe's,"  At  her  return  r  "Account 
resumed,  suek a iJai/ ,"  naraiugit; 
and  then  she  proceeded  regularly, 
as  before. 

Once  a  week  she  used  to  reckon 
with  herself;  when,  if  within  the 
144  hours,  contained  in  the  six 
days,  she  had  made  her  account 
even ,  she  noted  it  accordingly ;  if 
otherwise  she  carried  the  debit 
to  the  neit  week's  account;  as 
thus:  debtor  to  ike  article  af  bene- 
volent visits,  so  many  hours.  And 
so  of  the  rest. 

But  it  was  always  an  especial 
part  of  her  care,  that  whether 
visiting  or  visited,  she  shewed  in 
all  companies  an  entire  ease, 
satisfaction,  and  cheerfulness,  as 
if  she  kept  no  such  particular  ac- 
count, and  ns  if  she  did  not  make 
herself  answerable  to  herself  for 
her  occasional  proceedings. 

This  method,  which  to  others 
wUl  appear  perplexing  and  un- 
necessary, her  earli/  hours,  and 
custom,    had  made  pleasant  and 

And  indeed,  as  I  used  to  tell 
her,  greatly  as  1  admired  her  in 
all  her  methods ,  I  could  not  bring 
myself  to  this,  might  1  have  had 
the  world  for  my  reward. 

1  had  iadeed  too  moek  udi- 
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patience  in  ray  temper,  to  observe 
such  a  regaJarity  id  accountiug 
between  me  and  rajsolf.  1  satis- 
fietl  myself  in  a  btmp  accuunt,  as  1 
inaj  call  it,  if  1  had  nothing 
greatly  wrong  to  reproach  myself 
with,  nhen  I  looked  back  on  a 
puat  week,  as  she  had  taught  me 

For  she  need  indulgently  to 
say,  "1  do  not  think  au.  I  do 
neccBsary  for  auotlier  to  do :  nor 
even  for  myself:  but  nheu  it  is 
more  pleasant  for  me  to  keep 
Buch  an  accoont,  than  to  let  it 
alone ,  why  may  1  not  proceed  in 
my  Bupererogatoriea?  —  There 
can  be  no  harm  in  it.  It  keeps 
UD  my  attention  to  acci 
wnich  ouo  day  may  he  of 
me  ID  more  material  inat 
Those  who  will  not  keep  a  oirict 
account,  seldom  long  keep  any. 
1  neglect  not  more  useful  employ- 
ments for  it  And  it  teaches  me 
to  he  covetous  of  time;  the  only 
tiling  of  which  we  can  be  alhie- 
aUij  covetous:  since  we  live  but 
once  in  this  world;  and  when 
gone,  are  gone  from  it  for  ever. 

She  always  reconciled  the 
ceasi^  under  which  these  tni 
ventioiis,  aa  alio  called  tbem ,  laid 
her,  of  now  and  then  breaking 
into  some  of  her  appropriations; 
saying,  "There  was  good  senae 
and  good  manners  too,  i 
common  lesson ,  whejxatRoi  , 
as  tJie;/  do  at  Rome:  and  that  to  be 
easy  of  persuasion,  in  matters 
where  one  eoold  oblige  without 
endangering  virtue,  or  worthy 
^abitfl,  was  an  apostolical  escol- 
Lcyj   sinoo,   if  a  person  oon- 
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formed   with   a  view  of  makia^ 
herself  an  interest  in  her  &iendl 
affections,  in  order  to  be  heeded 
greater  points,  it  was  imitating 
hiu  example,  who  became  all  thmgn 
,  liialhe  laighfgaimovitr 
;  to  be  doubted ,  bad  life 
been  glared  her,  that  the  sweet- 
ness of  her  temper,  and  her  cheer- 
ful piety ,  would  have  made  virtiiB 
and  religion   appear  bo  lovely. 
that  her  example  would  hiive  faiu 
small  influence  upon  the  miniU 
d  manners  of  thoi^e  who  wonld 
have  had  the   honour   of  con- 
sing  with  her. 

),  Mr.  Belford!  I  can  write 
further  on  this  subject.  Fur, 
looking  into  the  account-book 
for  other  particulars ,  I  met  nitli 
a  most  affecting  memoranduni ; 
which  being  written  on  the  ex- 
treme edge  of  the  paper,  with  a 
fine  pen,  and  in  the  dear  crea- 
ture's smallest  baud,  1  saw  not  be- 
fore.—  Thiaitia;  written ,  I sap> 
pose,  at  some  calamitous  perinl 
fler  the  day  named  in  it — bolp 
le  to  a  curse  to  blast  the  moniter 

'ho  gave  occasion  for  itl 

PBn.10.  TheaccvfintK-mcludtdi— 
Aiidmilhilullmi/mDTliUijhapmmi 
proKptclii ! .' ! 
»  «  « 
3.  TAHK  up  my  pen;'  but  not  tn 
apologize  for  my  execmtiou.  — 
Once  more  1  pray  to  God  to 
avenge  me  of  him  I  —  Me  1  «ay — 
is  the  loss  —  hers  Utf 
gain. 

0,  sir!  Youili'iuot.  yonrmiM 
not  know  her,  oa  1  icn<?w  Irarl 
Never  was  eucli  an  est    " 


CLARISSA  HAKLOWB. 


So  vana ,  yet  ao  cool  a  frii'Ttd  1 
So  mach  what  I  nisb  to  be,  but 
never  shall  be!  —  For,  alas!  my 
stay ,  my  adviser ,  my  monitreBB, 
my  directresB,  is  gone!  for  ever 
gone!  She  honoured  me  with  the 
title  of  the  sister  of  her  heart:  butl 
wiu  only  BO  in  the  lore  I  bore  her, 
(a  love  beyond  a  siater'a  —  in- 
finitely beyond  her  alBter's!)  in 
the  hatred  I  have  to  every  mean 
and  sordid  aetioa ;  and  in  my  love 
of  virtue:  for  otherwise,  I  am  of 
a  high  and  haughty  temper,  as  1 
have  acknowledged  heretofore. 
and  very  violent  in  my  paaaions. 

In  ehort,  she  was  the  nearest 
perfection  of  any  creature  1  ever 
knew.  She  never  preached  to  me 
lessons  which  she  practised  not 
herself.  She  lived  the  life  she 
taught.  All  humility,  meekness, 
self-accusing,  others  acquitting', 
though  the  shoifiiw  of  the  fanit 
was  nardly  hers,  the  n<ibstance 
theirs,  whose  only  honour  was 
their  relation  to  her. 

To  lose  such  a  friend,  such  a 
guide  —  if  ever  my  violence  was 
justifiable,  it  is  upon  thin  recollec- 
tion! For  Bhe  only  lived  to  make 
me  sensible  of  failings,  but  not 
long  enough  to  enable  me  to  con- 
quer them;  as  I  was  resolved. to 
endeavour  to  do. 

Once  more  then  let  me  execrate 
—  but  now  violence  and  passion 
again  predominate!  —  And  how 
can  it  be  otherwise  I 

But  I  force  myself  from  the 
subject,  having  lost  the  purpose 
for  which  1  resumed  my  pen. 


p»rls,  Ooi.  M. 
—  Ti«t«r  •.■!  miwf 

Ihitit  eqailtm  teilel  iilra  cMra. 
Ik  a  language  so  expressive  as 
the  English,  I  hate  the  pedantry 
of  tng^'ng  or  prefaciug  what  I 
write  with  Latin  scraps;  and  ever 
was  a  censurer  of  the  motto- 
mongera  among  onr  weekly  and 
daily  scribblers.  But  these  verses 
of  Iloraeo  are  bo  applieiible  to  my 
case,  that  whether  on  ship-board, 
whether  in  my  post-chaise,  or  in 
my  inn  at  night,  I  am  not  able  to 
put  them  out  of  my  head.  Dryden 
{iiice ,  1  thought,  said  well  in  these 
bouncing  lines : 

Tbe  weak ,  )aw  spirit'  tortaae  mtkes  but 


But  in  the  first  quoted  lines, 
conaideringthem closely,  tbereis 
nothing  but  bluatering  absurdity: 
in  the  other,  the  poet  says  not 
truth;  for  coNariEiccE  is  the  con- 
aueror  of  souls :  at  least  it  is  the 
and  who  a 


r 
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thought  it  B.  D 


iioned  partly  by  por-  the  Eue  St.  AntoioQ :  which, 
the   affecting  will,  and  hold,    notwithstanding  my 


1 


posthnmouB    letter.      What 
ttrmy  of  teits  has  she  drawn  up 
array  againat  me  in  the  latter! 


they  will  be  ready  to 
modate  any  two  of  yon,  if  yoi 
hither  before  my  return: 


But  yet,  Jack,  do  they  uotsheir' and  for  IMbI have  conditioned. 


,  that  two  or  three  thouaaod 
years  ago  there  were  as  wicked 
fellows  as  myeelr?  —  They  do  — 
and  that's  some  consolatiou. 

But  the  generosity  of  her  mind, 
displayed  m  both,  is  what  stings 
mo  most.  And  the  more  still,  as 
it  ia  now  out  of  my  power  anyway 
in  the  world  to  be  even  with  her. 

I  ought  to  have  written  to  you 
sooner.  But  I  loitered  two  days 
at  Calais,  for  ai  '  ' 


Charlotte;  andthatil 
writing  to   all  my   relatioiu  il 

Do  thou.  Jack,  inform  me  dol; 
of  everv  thing  that  passes.  — P»r- 
ticularly,  how  thou  proceedestia 
thy  reformation  •  acheme:  Iww 
Mowbray  and  Tourville  go  od  in 
my  absence;  whether  thou  bait 
any  chance  for  a  wile  [(  am  the 
more  solicitous  on  this  head,  be- 
aletterlcauae  thou  seemest  to  think,  thtt 


I   wrote  to  engage   my  former, thy    mortification    will 


travelling  valet,  De  la  tour; 
ingenious,  ready  fellow,  aa  ; 
have  heard  me  say.  I  have' 
gaeed  him,  and  he  is  now  with  i 

Ishall  make  no  atay  here;  but 
intend  for  some  of  the  electoral 
courts.  That  of  Bavaria,  I  thinii, 
will  engage  me  longest.  I'erhaps 
I  may  stepoutof  my  way  (if  lean 
be  out  ot  my  way  any  where)  to 
thoae of  Dresdenand Berlin:  and 
it  is  not  impossible  that  you  may 
have  one  letterfrom  meatVienna. 
And  then  perhaps  I  mayfall  down 
into  Italy  by  the  Tyrol;  and  so, 
taking  T  urin  in  my  way,  return 
to  Paris;  where  I  hope  to  ace 
Mowbray  and  Tourville:  nor  do  I 
despair  of  you. 

This  a  good  deal  differs  from 
the  plan  1  gave  you.  But  you 
may  expect  to  hear  from  me  as  1 
move;  and  whether  I  shall  pursue 
^  route  or  the  Other. 


complete,  nor  thy  reformation  se- 
cure, till  thou  art  shackled]:  bo* 
the  KarLowea  proceed  in  that 
penitentials:  ifMissHone  bel]la^ 
ried,  or  near  being  so :  howhoneat 
Doleman  goes  on  with  hiaempirio, 
now  he  haa  dismissed  hlaregalm 
or  they  him ;  and  if  any  Ijkelihooil 
of  hia  perfect  recovery.  Be  aim 
be  very  minute;  for  eveiy  trifling 
occurrence  relating  to  those  «s 
value,  becomes  interesting,  whoi 
we  are  at  a  distance  from  tbeo- 
Finally,  prepare  thou  to  piece  OtJ 
broken  thread,  if  thou  wontdrt 
oblige  thy 


Mnntest  request  of  an  absent  aod 

^TBtant  friend.     Yet  you  may  be- 

we,  that  there  cannot  be  any 

"Mt  alterations  in  the  little  time 

it  you  have  been  out  of  Eng- 

-' ,  with  respect  to  the  Bubjects 

oi  your  inquiry.     Nevertheless  1 

will  anawer  to  each,  for  the  reaaon 

above  given;  and  tor  the  reason 

you  mention,  that  even  trlfleaand 

-.ohitchat  are  agreeable  from  friend 

^^  friend,  and  of  friends,  and  even 

^Bf  those  to  whom  we  give  the  im- 

P^nrtance  of  deeming  them  our 

Pirst,  then,  aa  to  my  reforma- 
tioa-9cheme,  as  you  call  it,  I  hope 
1  go  on  very  well.  I  wish  you  had 
entered  upon  the  like ,  and  eould 
say  BO  too.  You  would  then  find 
infinitely  more  peaeeof  mind,  than 
you  are  likely  ever  otherwise  to  be 
acquainted  with.  When  I  look 
baek  upon  the  sweep  that  has 
been  made  among  us  in  the  two 
or  three  past  years,  and  forward 
upon  what  may  still  happen,  I 
hardly  think ro jsel f  b ecure ;  Inough 
of  late  I  have  been  guided  by 
other  lights  than  those  of  sense 
and  appetite,  which  have  hurried 
ao  many  of  our  ooufratemity  ' 
Toridlj  -■"    ■■'  —  ^--   -'- 


perdition. 


3  eternal 


_,    _. .  _n  my  wishes 

to  be  admitted  into  the  nuptial 
state.  But  I  think  I  ought  to  paas 
some  time  aa  a  probationary,  till 
by  steadiness  in  my  good  resolu- 
tions, I  canconvince  some  woman, 
whom  I  could  love  and  hononr, 
imd  whose  worthy  eiample  might 
-mfirm  my  morals,  that  there  is 
le  libertine  who  had  the  grace  to 
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reform  before  age  or  disease  put 
it  out  of  hie  power  to  sin  on. 

The  Harlowes  continue  tncon~ 
aalable:  and  I  dare  say  will  to  the 
end  of  their  lives. 

MiaaHowe  ia  not  yet  married; 
but  I  have  reason  to  think  will 
soon.  I  have  the  honour  of  cor- 
responding with  her;  and  the  more 
I  know  of  her  the  more  I  admire 
the  nobleness  of  her  mind.  She 
must  be  conscious  that  she  is 
superior  to  half  our  sex,  and  to 
most  of  7ipr  own;  which  may  make 
hergivewa^yto  atemper naturally 
hasty  and  impatient;  but,  if  she 
meet  with  condescension  in  her 
man ,  [and  who  would  not  veil  to  a 
superiority  so  visible ,  if  it  be  not 
exacted  with  arrogance?]  I  dare 
say  she  will  make  an  excellent 

As  to  Dolemau,  the  poor  man 
goes  on  trying  and  hoping  with 
his  empiric.  I  cannot  but  say, 
that  as  Che  latter  is  a  sensible  and 
judicious  man,  and  not  rash, 
opinion  ative ,  or  over-aanguine,  I 
have  great  hopes  (little  aa  1  think 
of  quacks  and  nostrum-mongers 
in  general)  that  he  will  do  him 
good,  if  bis  case  will  admit  of  it. 
My  reasons  are,  that  the  man  pays 
a  reg»!ar  and  cuiistant  attendance 
upon  him:  watches,  with  his  own 
eye,  eveiy  change  and  new  symp- 
tom of  hispatient'amalady:  varies 
his  appTicatioua  as  the  indications 
vary:  fetters  not  himself  to  rules 
laid  down  by  the  fathers  of  the 
art,  who  lived  many  hundred 
years  ago ,  when  diseases  and  the 
causes  of  them  were  different,  as 
the  modes  of  living  were  different 


I 
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fromirbat  they  are  now, 
cliiniLtee  and  accideute:  that  be  in 
to  have  his  renard,  uut  in  daily 
fees;  but  (after  the  first  fivo 
guineas  for  medicines)  in  propor- 
tion as  tlie  patieut  himself  aball 
find  amenduent. 

As  to  Mowbray  and  Tourville, 
what  novelties  can  be  expected  in 
BO  short  a  time,  from  men  who 
have  not  sense  enougli  to  strike 
out  or  pursue  new  lights,  either 
good  or  bud!  Now,  especially, 
that  yon  are  gone,  who  were  tin: 
soul  of  all  enterprise,  and  in  nai'- 
ticalar  theh'  soul.  Besides,  I  see 
them  but  seldom.  1  suppose 
they'll  be  at  I'aris  befoi'e  vou  can 
return  from  Germany;  for  tbey 
cwmot  live  without  you;  and  you 
gave  tb  em  such  a  spec)  men  of  youi 
recovered  volatility,  in  the  last 
evening's  conversation,  as  equally 
delighted  Oiaa,  and  concerned  iiie. 

Iwish,  witballmy heart,  that 
tbou  wouldat  bend  thy  course 
towards  the  Pyrenoans.  I  should 
tben(if  thou  writest  tothycous 
Montague  an  account  of  what 
most  ODservable  in  thy  tour)  put 
in  for  a  copy  of  thy  letters.  ] 
wonder  thou  wiit  not;  since  then 
thy  subjects  would  be  as  new  to 
thjselt'.'astotby 

Hklford. 


to  band  from  Joseph  Leman.  The 
Allow  is  ooiuoieDoe-hdd«B,iw^; 


and  tells  me,' 
either  da^  o 


that  be  cannot  rest 
night  for  the  mis- 
chiefs whrch  he  fears  be  has  been, 
and  may  stillfurtber  be, the  meaoe 
of  doing."  .Ue  wishes,  "if  it 
please  God,  and  if  it  please  ate, 
tbathehadueverseeDmyhononr'a 

And  what  is  the  cause  of  his 


I 


particular  'I  What ,  but  " 
aiighli  and  contempts  which  be  re«' 
ceivee  from  every  one  of  the  Hsr-l 
lowes;  from  those  particularly,  be' 
says,  whom  ho  has  endeavoured  to 
iTve  as  faithfully  as  his  engage- 
leuts  to  me  would  let  him  serve 
lem!  And  I  always  made  bim 
believe,  he  tells  me ,  (poor  veulr 
■fromhaicraMei)i'kiX 
serving  me,  wasaerving  both,  ib 
ihe  limgTiin.  But  this,  and  Ik* 
death  of  his  dear  young  lady,  ism 
grief,  he  declares,  that  he  riuO 
never  clainuff,  were  he  to  lived) 
the  age  of  Malllieip-StU«m:  tMof, 
and  hofiiimmeoer,  be  is  snre,  ttuM  U 
shall  not  live  o  Biimlh  to  an  tvl: 
being  strangely  pined,  and  hj> 
slomuch  nothing  like  what  it  wu: 
id  Mrs.  Betty  being  also  (now 
fhohatgnthUluise)  very  cmMOiul 
Uighting:  but,  thank  his  God  for 
punishing  her!  she  is  in  &  p«et 
way  liersell. 

"But  the  chief  occasion  of 
troubling  my  honour  now,  is  not 
his  own  griefs  only,  aithofthej 
are  very  great;  but  to  preven 
further  mischiefs  to  me:  for  he 
caiia3sureme,thatColanel  Mordm 
has  set  out  from  them  all  with  a 
full  resolution  to  have  his  will  af 

,w    
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said,  and  swore  to  it,  (i.t  Jiu^r  he 
was  reeotved  that  he  would  cither 
liave  ray  honour's  heart's-blood, 
or  I  should  have  hia;  or  snnie  sfirh- 
tite  sad  llireafenings :  and  that  all 
the  family  rejoice  in  it,  and  hope 
I  shall  n)menliiirl  Imtne." 

This  ia  the  substaDce  of  Joseph's 
letter,  and  I  have  one  from  Mow- 


yon  werp  very  importunate  with 
me  to  go  tn  Madrid,  rather  than 
to  France  and  Italy,  the  last 
evi>ning  we  passed  together. 

What]  desire  ofyou,iB,  hy  the 
first  dispatch ,  to  let  me  faithfully 
know  all  that  yon  know  on  this 
head. 

I  can't  bear  to  be  threatened, 
Jack.  Nor  ahall  any  man,  un- 
qnestioned,  give  himself  airs  in 
my  absence,  if  1  know  it,  that  shall 
make  me  look  mean  in  any  body's 
eyes:  that  shall  give  my  frienda 
pain  for  me  :  that  shall  put  them 
upon  wishing  me  to  change  my  in- 
tentions, ormyplan,to  avoid  him. 
Upon  snch  despicable  terms  as 
these ,  think  you  that  I  could  bear 

Butwhy,  if  such  were  his  pur- 

Kse,  did  he  not  let  me  know  it 
fore  I  left  England  V  Was  he 
unable  to  work  himself  up  to  a 
reaolutjon,  till  lie  knew  me  to  be 
out  of  the  kingdom? 

As  soon  as  I  can  infoim  myself 
where  to  direct  to  him,  I  will  write 
to  know  his  purpose:  forleannot 
bear  suspense  m  ench  a  case  as 
this:  that  solemn  act,  were  it  even 
to  be  marriage  or  hanging,  which 
must  be  done  to-morrow,  I  had 


rather-^should  be  done  to-day.  My 
mind  tires  and  sickens  with  impa- 
tience on  ruminating  upon  scenes 
that  can  neither  afford  variety  nor 
certainty.  To  dwell  twenty  days 
in  expectation  of  an  event  that 
may  be  decided  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  ia  grievous. 
If  hecometoParis,  althoughl 


easily  find  out  my  liiili/iiiifs 
every  day  see  some  or  other  of  my 
countrymen,  and  divers  of  them 
hiive  I  entertained  here.  I  go  fre- 
quently to  the  opera  and  to  the 
play,  and  appear  nt  court,  and  at 
all  public  places.  And,  on  my 
(juitting  this  city,  will  leave  a 
direction  whither  my  letters  fijom 
ECugland,  or  elsewhere,  shall  from 
time  to  time  be  forwarded. 

Werelsure,  that  his  intention 
is  what  Joseph  Leman  tells  me  it 
is,  I  would  stay  hcrCj  or  ehoilen 
his  course  to  me,  let  bim  be  where 
he  would. 

I  cannot  get  off  my  regrets  on 
account  of  this  dear  lady  for  the 
blood  of  me.  If  the  colonel  and 
I  are  to  meet,  as  he  has  done  me 
no  injury,  and  loves  tho  memory 
of  his  cousin ,  we  shall  engage 
with  the  same  sentimenta,  as  to 
the  object  of  our  dispute;  and 
that,  you  know,  is  no  very  eom- 

In  short,  I  am  as  much  con- 
vinced that  I  have  done  wrong,  as 
he  can  be;  andregi'et  it  as  much. 
But]  will  not  bear  to  be  threatened 
by  any  man  in  the  world,  however 
conscioua  I  may  be  of  having  de- 
served blame. 

Adieu,    BelfordI     Be   i 


with  am.    No  pallJatioD,  as  tl 
Talueat  thy 

Lotei.ac;e 


I  CAMNUT  think,  my  deiir  Love- 
lace, that  Colonel  Morden  has 
either   threatened   you  in  those 

froHS  terms  mentioned  by  the  vile, 
ypocritioalj  and  ignorant  Joseph 
Leman,  or  intends  to  follow  you. 
They  are  the  words  of  people  of 
that  fellow's  class;  and  not  of  a, 
gentleman :  not  of  Colonel  Mor- 
den, I  am  sure.  You'll  observe, 
that  Joseph  pretends  uot  to  aay 
that  he  heard  him  speak  them. 

I  have  been  vnry  eolicitous  to 
sound  the  colonel,  for  your  sake, 
and  for  his  own,  find  for  the  sake 
of  the  injunctions  of  the  excellent 
ladj  to  me ,  as  well  us  to  him ,  on 
thatsubject.  Heis  (andvouwUl 
not  wonder  that  he  should  be)  es- 
tremely  affected;  and  onus  that 
he  has  expressed  himself  in  terms 


of 


.  the 


Once  he  said  tome,  that  had  his 
beloved  cousin's  case  been  that  of 

dulity  or  weakness  conti'ibuting 
to  her  fall;  he  could  have  forgiven 
you.  But,  in  so  many  words,  he 
assured  me,  that  he  had  not  taken 
any  resolutions ;  nor  had  he  de- 
clared himself  to  the  family  is 
such  a  way  as  should  bind  hlin  to 
reseat:    on  the  contrary,  he  has 


owned,   that  his  c 


upon  him  which  1  could  wish  the; 
should  have. 

e  went  abroad  in  a  week  after 
When  he  took  his  leave 
le,  betoidtne,  that  taU  deeigu 
to  eo  to  Florence;  and  that 
foufd  settle  his  affairs  there; 
then  return  to  England,  and 
pass  the  remainder  of  hii 

I  was  indeed  apprehensive,  thKt 
if  you  and  he  were  to  meet,  sone- 
thing  unhappy  might  fall  oul: 
and  as  I  knew  that  you  proposed 
to  take  Italy,  and  very  likely  Flo- 
rence, inyovirretura  toFraoce,  I 
was  very  solicitous  to  prevail  apOD 
you  to  take  the  court  of  Spain 
into  your  plan,  lam  still  so.  AnS 
if  youarenotlflheiirevailedupou 
to  do  that,  let  me  intreat  ytm  tft 
avoid  Florence  or  LegliOTU  in. 
your  return ,  since  you  have  vi- 
sited both  heretofore.  At'"""" 
the  proposal  of  a  m 


flection  to  me ,  if  the  veiy  frUtmi 
tliiBJoxepliLenuin,  who  gave  yoi 
such  au  opportunity  to  tnm  a] 
the  artillery  of  hia  masters  againd' 
themselves,  and  to  play  them 
upon  one  another,  tofavoury( 
plotting  purposes,  should  be  1 
instrument,  in  the  devil's  hai 
(unwittingly  too)  to  avenge  tb 
all  upon  ^iiii:  for  should  yoaei 
get  the  better  of  the  color  , 
would  the  mischief  end  there?  — 
It  would  but  add  remorse  toyoM 
present  remorse;  since  the  inle^ 
view  must  end  in  death;  for  hv 
would  not,  1  am  confident,  ' 


lowes  would,  moreover,  prosecute 
yaa  in  e.  legal  way.  You  bate 
iliem ;  and  they  would  be  gainers 
by  his  death:  rejoicera  in  yi'rx  — 
aad  have  you  not  done  miscliiof 
enough  already? 

Let  me  therefore  (and  throusfa 
me  all  your  friends)  have  the 
BtttiH&ction  to  bear,  that  you  are 
resolved  to  avoid  this  gentJetnan, 
Time  will  anbduo  all  things.  No- 
body doubts  your  bravery.  Nor 
will  it  he  known,  that  your  plan 
ia  changed  through  persuasion. 

Young  Harlowe  talks  of  calling 
you  to  account.  This  is  a  plain 
evidence,  that  Mr.  Morden  has 
not  taken  the  quiirrel  upon  him- 
self for  their  family. 

laminno  apprehenBion  of  any 
body  bat  Colonel  Morden.  Iknow 
it  will  not  he  a  means  to  prevail 
upon  you  to  oblige  me,  if  I  say, 
that  1  am  well  assured,  that  this 
gentleman  is  a  skilful  swordsman; 
and  that  he  is  as  cool  and  sedate 
aa  skilful.  But  vet  1  will  add, 
that  if  I  had  a  value  for  my  Ufe, 
he  should  be  the  last  man,  eieept 
yourself,  with  whom  I  would 
choose  to  have  a  contention. 

I  have,  as  you  required,  been 
very  candid  and  sincere  with  you, 
I  have  not  aimed  at  palliation. 
If  ^ou  seek  not  Colonel  Morden, 
it  IB  my  opinion  he  will  not  seek 
yoai  for  he  is  a  man  of  principle. 
But  if  you  seek  him,  I  believe  he 
irillnotshnnyou. 

Let  mere-urge,  |it  is  the  effect 
H^  tny  love  for  youl]  that  you 
Hftnowvour  own  guilt  iu  this  affair, 
^Hod  should  not  be  again  an  iig- 
^^peeaoi.    It  would  be  a  pity,  that 
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so  brave  a  man  as  the  colonel 
should  drop,  were  you  and  he  to 
meet;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  it 
would  be  dreadful,  that  you 
should  be  sent  to  your  account 
unprepared  for  it,  and  pursuing  a 
fresh  violence.  Moreover,  seest 
thounot,  in  the  deaths  of  two  of 
thy  principal  agents,  ihe  hand 
wrifi'ng  iijmn  the  wall  ngaingi  Ihee. 

My  zeal  on  this  occasion  may 
make  me  guilty  of  repetition.  In- 
deed I  know  not  how  to  quit  the 
subject.  Butifwhatlhftve written, 
added  to  your  own  remorse  and 
consciouBnesB,  cannot  prevail,  all 
that  I  might  further  urge  would 
be  ineffectual. 

Adieu,  therefore!  Mayst  thou 
repent  of  the  past!  and  may  no 
new  violences  add  to  thy  heavy 
reflections,  and  overwhehn  thy 
future  hopes!  are  the  wishes  of 
Tby  true  friend, 
John  Bei-ford. 


I  RERiJiVGD  yours  this  moment, 
jnst  as  1  was  setting  out  for 
Vienna. 

As  to  going  to  Madiid,  or  one 
single  stepout  of  the  way  to  avoid 
Colonel  Morden ,  let  me  perish 
if  I  do!  —  Von  cannot  think  me 

And  so  you  own,  that  he  has 
threatened  me;  but  not  in  gross 
and  ungentlemanly  terms,  you 
say.  If  he  has  threatened  me  lite 
a  gentleman,  I  will  resent  his 
threats  like  a.  f^«iAle.m»3\.  ^^&>sa 


r 
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haj  not  done  ew  a  man  nf  Itonour, 
if  he  has  threatened  at  all  behind 
mjback.  I  would  Bcorn  to  threaten 
any  man  to  whom  I  Ifieic  how  to 
address  tny self,  either  personally, 
or  by  pen  and  ink. 

Aa  to  what  you  mention  of  my 
guilt;  of  the  hand- writing  on  the 
wall;  of  alogal  prosecution,  if  he 
meet  his  fate  from  my  hand;  of 
his  skill,  coolncsa,  courage,  and 
Buch-like  poltroon  stufi;  what 
can  yon  mean  by  it?  Surely  jon 
cannot  believe,  that  such  in ainua- 
tionH  as  those  will  weaken  either 

my  hands  orrayheart. — 

ofthissort  of  nonsense,  Ibeseech 
you,  in  any  of  your  ftitiira  letters. 
He  had  not  taken  any  resotu- 
tions,  you  say,  when  you  naw  iiim. 
He  7>m)i  and  mil  take  resolutjons, 
OUB  way  or  other,  very  quickly; 
for  1  wrote  to  him  yesterday  with- 
out vraiting  for  this  your  ananer 
to  my  lust.  I  could  not  avoid  it. 
I  could  not  (as  I  tolU  you  in  that) 
live  in  suspense.  1  have  directea 
my  letter  to  Florence.  Nor  could 
I  suffer  my  friends  to  live  in  aus- 
pease  as  to  my  safety.  But  1  have 
couched  it  in  such  moderate  terms, 
that  he  ban  fairly  his  option.  Ho 
will  be  the  challenger,  if  be  take 
it  in  the  sense  in  wmch  be  may  so 
handsomely  avoid  taking  it.  And 
if  he  does,  it  will  demonstrate, 
that  malice  and  revenge  were  the 
predominant  passions  with  bim ; 
and  that  be  was  determined  but 
to  setUe  his  affairs ,  and  then  ttUce 
,  as  you  pbrase  it. — 
Yet,ifwearetomeet,  [forlknow 
what  my  option  would  be,  in  Ms 
,  case,  oa  mdi  a  laltm;  com^luauib 


asitisjl  nish  Aitbad  aworse,  Ja 
better  cause.  It  would  be  a  sweet 
revenge  to  him,  were  I  to  fall  by 
his  hand.  Bnt  what  should  I  be 
the  better  for  killing  him? 

I  will  inclose  the  copy  of  the 
letter  I  sent  him. 


Ok  re -peruain^ yours  in  a  cooler 
moment,  I  cannot  but  thank  yon 
for  your  friendly  love,  and  good 
intentions.  My  value  for  yon, 
from   the  first  hour   of  our  ac- 

Suaintance  till  now ,  1  bsve  never 
bund  misplaced;  regarding  at 
least  your  inlenlii-n:  tnou  must, 
however,  ovrn  a  good  deal  of 
blunder  of  the  over-do  and  under- 
do kind,  with  respect  to  the  part 
Ihoa  aetedst  between  me  ana  the 
beloved  of  my  heart,  Bnt  thou 
art  really  an  honest  fellow,  andt 
sincere  and  warm  friend.  1  coiild 
almost  wish  1  bad  not  written,  to 
Florence  till  I  had  received  thy 
letter  now  before  me.  But  it  u 
gone.  Let  it  go.  If  be  irisb 
peace,  and  to  avoid  violenoe,  be 
will  have  a  fair  opportnni^  ta 
embrace  the  one,  and  shim  tbc 
other.  —  If  not  —  he  must  Xak» 
his  fate. 
But  be  this  as  it  may,  tod  wiff 
ntrive  to  let  young  UarlowS 
know,  [he  is  a  mcnacer,  too  II  tiist 
1  shall  be  in  England  in  Harck 
next  at  farthest. 

ThisofBavariaisagaUsntaiid 
polite  court.  Nevertbeleas,  beiag 
uncertain  whether  my  letter  may 
meet  with  the  colonel  at  Florencf 
1  shall  ([uit  it,  and  set  oat,  as 
intended,  for  Vienna;  takingcaie 
^W\mm«  aay  latter  or  message  from 


him  conveyed  tome  tlierc:  which 
■will  BOon  brine  me  back  hither,  or 
to  any  other  place  to  which  I  Bhall 
bo  invited. 

As  1  write  to  Charlotte  I  have 
nothing  more  to  add,  after  < 

flimenta  to  all  friends,  than  that 
am  Wholly  youra, 


[Ittdimeil  ia  Ihe  ahoif-l 

Munich,  Nov.  K 
>VE  heard  with  a,  grent  deal 
_lf  surprise,  that  you  hnve  thonsht 
Ffit  to  throw  out  some  meuacmg 
expressioDB  against  me. 

I  should  have  been  very  glad, 
thatyouhad  thought  Ibad  jiunish- 
ment  enough  in  my  own  mind,  for 
the  wroaea  I  have  done  to  the 
moat  eicel  lent  of  women ;  and  that 
it  had  been  possible  for  two  per- 
EOOB  ao  ardently  joining  in  one 
love  (especially  as  I  was  deairous, 
to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  to 
repair  thoaowTonga)  to  have  lived, 
if  not  on  amicable  terms ,  in  such 
a  way ,  as  not  to  put  either  to  the 
pain  of  hearing  of  threatenings 
thrown  out  in  absence,  which 
either  ought  to  be  despised  for,  if 
he  had  not  spirit  to  take  notice  of 
them. 

Now,  sir,  if  what  I  have  heard 
be  owingonly  to  warmth  of  temper,  I 
or  to  sudden  passion,  while  the 
loss  of  all  other  losses,  the  most! 
deplorable  to  me,  was  recent,  I 
not  only  excuse,  but  commend  you ' 
f-  for  it.  But  if  you  are  really  lie- 1 
^ttrmmed  to  meet  me  on  any  other 
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aceouiit,  [which,  lowntoyou,  is 
not  however  what  I  wish]  it  would 
be  very  blameable,  and  very  un- 
worthy of  the  character  1  desu:e  to 
maintain,  as  well  with  you  as  with  i 

every  other  gentleman,  to  gjye 
you  a  difficulty  in  doing  it. 

Being  uucertaiuwheu  this  letter 
may  meet  you,  I  shall  set  out  to- 
morrow for  Vienna;  where  any 
letter  directed  to  the  po5t-house 
in  that  city,  ortoBaron  Windia- 

f  rat's,  (at  the  Favourita)  to  whom 
have  commendations ,  will  come 

Meantime,  believing  you  to  be 
a  man  too  generous  to  make  a, 
wrong  construction  of  what  I  am 
going  to  declare,  and  knowing  the 
value  which  the  dearest  of  all 
creatures  had  for  you,  and  your 
relation  to  her,  I  will  not  scruple 
to  assure  you ,  that  the  most  ac- 

S table  return  will  be,  that  Colo- 
Morden  chooses  to  be  upon  an 
amicable,  rather  than  upon  any 
other  footing,  with 

His  siucere  admirer,  and  humble 
servaut,  R.  Lovelace. 


II.,.,    ITov.BB, 

I  AM  now  on  mv  way  to  Trent, 
1  ordoL-  to  meet  Colonel  Morden, 
in  pursuance  of  his  answer  to  my 
letter  inclosed  in  my  last.  I  bad 
been  at  Preshurg,  and  had  in- 
tended to  visit  some  other  cities  of 
Himgary :  buthaving  obliged  my- 
self to  return  first  to  Vienna,  I 
there  met  with  hia  letter;  which 
,  follows. 
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"■  Manlch,  Lj,^^    ,_ 

LIB  letter  nas  at  Florence  four 
days  before  I  arrived  there. 
That  I  might  not  appei 
worthy  of  your  fayour,  1  set  out 
for  this  city  the  vainest  morning. 
I  knew  not  but  that  tbe  politeueEs 
of  this  court  might  have  engaged, 
beyond  his  intention,  a  gentleman 
wlto  has  only  his  pleasure  to  pur- 

lut  being  disappointed  in  my 
hope  of  finding  you  here,  it  be- 
comesmc  toacij^uaint  you,  that  1 
have  such  a  desire  to  stand  veil  in 
theopinionofaman  of  your  spirit, 
thai  I  cannot  hesitate  a  moment 
upon  the  option,  which  lam  sure 
Mr.  Lovelace,  in  my  situation, 
(thus  called  upon)  would  make. 

I  own,  sir,  that  I  have,  on  all 
occasions,  apoken  of  your  treat- 
ment of  my  ever-dear  cousin  as  it 
deserved.  It  would  have  been 
very  surprising  if  I  had  not.  And 
it  behoves  me  (now  youhave given 
me  BO  noble  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
plaining myself)  to  convince  you, 
that  no  words  fell  from  my  lips,  of 
you,  merely  because  you  were 
absent.  I  acquaint  you,  there- 
fore, that  1  will  attend  your  ap- 
pointmcnt;  and  would,  were  it  tc 
the  farthest  part  of  tbe  globe. 

1  shall  stay  some  days  at  this 
court;  and  if  you  please  to  direct 
for  me  at  M.  Klienfurt'a  in  this 
city,  whether  Iremain  here  or  not, 
your  commands  will  come  safely 
and  speedily  to  the  hands  of,  air, 
Your  most  humble  servant, 


So  you  see,  Belford,  that  tbe  colo- 
nel, by  bis  ready,  bis  evcai  eagetij 
expressed,  acceptance  of  tu 
offered  interview,  teas  Jetermoie^ 
And  is  it  not  mucb  better  to  biing, 
such  a  point  as  this  to  an  iine^ 
than  to  give  pain  to  friends  for  mj; 
safety,  or  continue  in  suspeniA 
myselfi  as  I  must  do,if  limagiue^ 
that  another  bad  aught  a  '  ' 
me? 

This  was  my  reply : 

I  a&VE  this  moment  tlie  broni'. 
of  yours.  1  will  suspend  a  toorl 
was  ^oing  to  take  intoUnngwr, 
and  instantly  set  oat  for  MiuuM! 
and,  if  1  findyou not  there,  ' 
proceed  to  Trent.  TWs  city, 
of  Italy,  will 
.slpreauo 

-  ^ -..,-_    to  Tuscan;;] 

and  1  Eball  hope  to  meet  youinii 
on  -i\  of  December . 

I  shall  bring  with  me  only  • 
French  valet  and  on  Euglisb  fooh 
man,  Other  particulars  inaybr^ 
adjusted  when  1  Lave  thebonou 
to  see  you.'   Till  when. 


Now,  Jack,  I  have  no  manner  of 
apprehension  of  the  event  of  thi« 
meeting.  And!  think  1  may n/i 
he  seeks  me;  not  I  him.  ^id  N' 
let  him  take  the  consequence. 

What  is  infinitely  nearer  to  UJ 
heart  is,  my  ingratitude  to  tw 
most  eioellent  of  women  —  M]f 
premediluied  ingratitude!  —  Yal 
VeliX^liftNib^Qa^ledtodiituigwA 


andadore  hereicetlenctee,inepite 
of  the  mean  opinion  of  the  sex 
wbicb  1  had  imbibed  from  e&rlj 
manhood. 

But  this  lady  has  asBerted  the 
worthineaa  of  her  sex,  aud  moat 
gloriously  has  ahe  exalted  it  with 
me  now.  Yet  surely,  as  I  have 
said  and  writteu  an  hundred  times, 
there  caonoC  be  such  another  wo- 

But  as  my  loss  io  her  departure 
is  the  greatest  of  any  man  a,  and 
as  she  was  nearer  to  me  than  lu 
any  other  person  in  the  world,  and 
once  she  heraelf  vn 
what  an  insolence 
breathing  to  pretend  to  avenge 
'  -  Happy!  happy" 
lad  I  known  how  tc 
1  ought  to  have  valued, 
the  glory  of  such  a  preference  I 

I  will  aggravate  to  myself  this 
aggravation  of  the  colonel's  pre- 
tending to  call  me  to  account  for 
my  treatuieut  of  a  lady  so  much 
n^cicri,  lest,  in  the  approaching 
interview,  my  heart  should  relent 
toi  one  so  nearly  related  to  her, 
and  whomeana  honour  and  justice 
to  her  memory;  and  I  sliould 
thereby  give  him  advantages 
which  otherwise  he  cannot  have. 
For  Iknow  that  Ishallbeincliaed 
to  trust  to  my  skill ,  to  save  a  man 
who  was  so  much  and  ao  juatly 
valued  by  her;  and  shall  he  loth  to 
give  way  to  my  resentment,  aaa 
threatened  man.  And  in  this  re- 
spect only  I  am  sorry  for  his  skill, 
and  his  courage,  lest  1  should  be 
obliged,  in  my  owndefenee,  to  add 
a  chalk  to  a  store  that  ia  already 
too  long. 


Indeed,  indeed,  £elfDrd,Iam, 
and  shall  be,  to  my  latest  hour, 
the  moat  miserable  of  beings. 
Such  exalted  generosity  I  —  Why 
didst  thou  put  into  my  craving 
handa  the  copy  of  her  mil?  Why 
sentest  thou  to  me  thepostbumona 
letter?  —  What  thouch  I  was 
earnest  to  flee  the  will?  Thou 
knewest  what  they  /w/A  ware[/did 
not] ;  and  that  it  would  be  cruel  to 

The  meeting  of  twenty  Colonel 
Morden's,  were  there  twenty  to 
meetjntum,  would  be  nothing  to 
me,  would  not  give  me  a  moment's 
concern,  as  to  my  own  safety:  but 
my  reflections  upon  my  vQe  in- 
gratitude to  so  superior  an  excel- 
lence will  ever  be  my  curse. 

Had  she  been  a  Miss  Howe  to 
me,  and  treated  me  as  if  I  were  an 
Hickman ,  I  had  had  a  call  for  re- 
venge; and  poIicT  (when  1  had 
intended  to  be  an  huaband)  might 
have  justified  my  attempts  to 
bumble  her.  But  &  meek  and  genUe 
temper  waa  hers,  though  a  irve 
ftiToine,  whenever  honour  or  virtue 
called  for  an  exertion  of  spirit.^ 

Nothing  but  my  corsea  devices 
stood  in  the  way  of  my  happiness. 
Kemembereat  thou  not,  how  re- 
peatedly, from  theirs*,  Ipoured 
cold  water  upon  her  risingflame, 
by  meanly  and  uagratefiiUy  turn- 
ing upon  her  the  injunctions,  which 
I'irgm  tklkaq/,  and  filial  rhily,  in- 
duced her  to  lay  me  under  before 
I  got  her  into  my  power?* 
1.  II.  p.  i5. 


illi.  a. 
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Did  she  not  tell  me,  and  did  I 
not  know  it,  if  she  had  not  told  me, 
that  she  could  not  be  guilty  of  affec- 
tation or  tyranny  to  the  man  whom 
she  intended  to  marry  f*  I  knew, 
as  she  once  upbraided  me,  that 
from  the  time  I  had  got  her  from 
her  father's  house ,  1  had  a  plain 
path  before  me.**  True  did  she 
say,  and  I  triumphed  in  the  dis- 
covery, that  from  thBft  time  I  had 
held  her  soul  in  suspense  an  hundred 
times.***  My  ipecacuanha  trial 
alone  was  enough  to  convince  an 
infidel,  that  she  had  a  mind  in 
which  love  and  tenderness  would 
have  presided,  had  I  permitted 
the  charming  buds  to  put  forth 
and  blow.f 

She  would  have  had  no  reserve,  as 
once  she  told  me,  had  I  not  given 
her  cause  of  doubt,  f f  And  did 
she  not  own  to  thee ,  that  once  she 
could  have  loved  me ;  and,  could  she 
have  made  me  good,  would  have  made 
me  happy  ffff  O,  Belford !  here  was 
love ;  a  love  of  the  noblest  kind ! 
A  love,  as  she  hints  in  her  post- 


•  See  Vol.  m.  p.  122.  —  It  may  be 
observed  fUrtheri  that  all  Clarissa^s  oc- 
casional lectures  to  Miss  Howe ,  on  that 
young  lady^s  treatment  to  Mr.  Hickman, 
prove,  that  she  was  herself  above  af- 
fectation and  tyranny.  —  See  more  par- 
ticularly the  advice  she  gives  to  that 
iViond  of  her  heart ,  Letter  Ixxiv.  of  this 
Vol.  —  '*0  my  dear,"  says  she  in  that 
letter,  p.  173,  "that.it  bad  been  my  lot 
(as  I  was  not  permitted  to  live  single)  to 
have  met  with  a  man  by  whom  I  could 
have  acted  generously  and  unreserved- 
ly T'  &c.  &c. 

See  Vol.  HI.  p.  85, 118. 
See  Vol.  in.  p.  124. 
f  See  Vol.  II.  Letters  exv.  cxvi. 
ft  See  Vol.  IIL  p.l40. 
ttt  See  Letter  ovi.  of  this  Vol. 


humous  letter*,  that  extended  to 
the  soul:  and  which  8he  not  only 
avowed  in  her  dying  hours,  hat 
contrived  to  let  me  know  it  after 
death,  in  that  letter  filled  with 
warnings  and  exhortations,  which 
had  for  their  sole  end  my  eternal 
welfare! 

The  cursed  women ,  indeed,  en- 
deavoured to  excite  my  vengeance 
and  my  pride,  by  preaching  to 
me  eternally  her  doubts,  hetwani 
of  love,  and  her  contempt  of  me. 
And  my  pride  was ,  at  times,  too 
much  excited  by  their  vile  in- 
sinuations. Butliad  it  even  been 
as  they  said;  well  might  she,  who 
had  been  used  to  be  courted  and 
admired  by  every  desiring  eye, 
and  worshipped  by  every  respect- 
ful heart  —  well  might  such  a 
woman  be  allowed  to  draw  back, 
when  she  found  herself  kept  in 
suspense  as  to  the  great  question  of 
all,bysL  designing  and  intriguing 
spirit;  pretending  awe  and  dis- 
tance ,  as  reasons  feu:  reining-in  a 
fervour,  which,  if  real,  cannot  be 
reined  in  —  Divine  creature!  her 
very  doubts,  her  reserves  (so 
justly  doubting)  would  have  been 
my  assurance,  and  my  glory!  — 
And  what  other  trial  needed  her 
virtue!  —  What  other  n^ded  a 
purity  so  angelic  (blessed  with 
such  a  command  of  Tier  passions  in 
the  bloom  of  youth)  had  I  not  been 
a  villain  —  and  a  wanton,  a  con- 
ceited, a  proud  fool,  as  well  as  a 
villain? 

These  reflections,  sharpened 
rather  than  tiieir  edge  l^  time 
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rebated,  accompany  mein  what- 
ever 1  do ,  and  wncrevor  I  go ;  and 
mingle  with  all  my  dWereioaa  aud 
amusements.  And  ;et  1  go  into 
gay  and  splendid  iiompanj.      I 

the  different  courts  1  have  visited. 
I  am  both  esteemed  and  sought 
after,  In^  persons  of  rank  and 
merit.  1  viait  the  colleges ,  the 
churches,  the  palaces,  1  iicqnent 
the  theatre:  am  present  at  every 
pnhlic  exhibition ;  and  see  all  that 
u  worth  seeing,  that  I  had  not 
seen  before ,  in  the  cabineta  of  the 
curioaB:  am  sometimeB  admitted 
to  the  toilette  of  an  eminent 
and  make  one  with  distinctiDii  at 
the  aBsemblieB  of  others  —  yet 
can  think  of  nothing,  nor  of  any 
body,  with  delight,  hut  of  my 
C1.ABISSA.  Kor  have  1  seen  one 
wODiaa  with  advantage  to  herself, 
but  as  she  reeemblea,  in  stataie, 

feature,  that  chai-mer,  that  only 
O' of  my  soul. 


tions,  which  she  waa  mistresaof, 
strike  my  remembrance  with  such 
force,  when  I  have  nothing  left 
me,  but  the  remorse  of  having  de- 
prived myself  and  the  world  of 
aucb  a  bleaeiiig?  Now  sjid  then, 
indeed,  am  I  capable  of  a  gleam 
of  comfort,  arisiug  (not  ungener- 
ously) from  the  moral  certiuuty 
which  I  have  of  her  everlasting 
taappiueas,  iu  apite  of  all  the 
macbinationB  and  devices  which  I 
set  on  foot  to  en.'inare  hervirtue, 
and  bring  down  so  pure  a  mind 
my  own  level 


If  I  find  myself  thus  miserable 
abroad,  I  will  soon  return  to 
England,  and  follow  your  ex- 
ample, I  thinks  turnhermit,  or 
some  plaguy  thing  or  other,  and 
see  what  a  constant  course  of 
jtenitence  and  mortification  will 
do  for  me.  There  is  no  living  at 
thia  rate,  d— n  me  if  there  be  I 

If  any  mishap  shouldbefal  me, 
you'll  have  the  particulars  of  it 
from  De  la  Tonr.  He  indeed 
knows  hut  little  of  English:  but 
every  modern  tongue  is  yours. 
He  is  a  trusty  and  ingenious 
fellow:  and,  if  any  thing  happen, 
will  have  some  other  papers, 
which)  shallhave  ready  sealed  tm, 
for  you  to  transmit  to  Lord  M. 
And  since  thou  art  so  expert 
and  so  ready  at  e:<eculorships, 
prVthee,  Belford,  accept  of  the 
of^e  for  me,  as  well  as  for  my 
Clarissa  —  Cladissa  Lovblack  let 
me  call  her. 

Jly  all  that's  good,  I  am  be- 
witcbed  to  her  memory.  Her 
verjr  name ,  with  mine  joined  to  it, 
ravishes  my  soul ,  and  is  more  de- 
lightful to  me  than  the  sweetest 

Had  I  carried  her  [T  must  still 
recriminate]  to  any  other  place 
than  that  accursed  womnn^s  — 
for  the  potion  was  her  ii 
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und  mixtare;  and  all  the  pei 
aisted-in  vialence  was  at  her  ir 
stigation,  and  at  that  of  her 
wretched  daughter!,  who  hare  now 
amply  remnged  upon  me  Iheir  <ium 
rum,  mhirb  ihey  lay  al  my  dimi — 

But  this  looks  so  like  the  con- 
feBEioQ  of  a  thief  at  the  gallows, 
that  poaaiblj  thou  wilt  be  apt  to 
think  I  atn  intimidated  in  pro- 
apeet  of  the  approaching  inter- 
view.   But  far  otherwise.    On  the 


tear  toy  heart  out  of  mj  breast 
with  my  own  hauds,  wer"  "' 
capable  of  fear  or  concern  on 


TTtB  HIST  fin  V  OP 


Thus  much  only  I  know ,  that  if 
I  should  kiU  him,  [which  I  will 
not  do ,  if  1  cau  help  it]  I  shall  be 
far.from  being  easy  in  nVy  mind: 
thai  shall  I  never  more  be.  Bot 
as  the  meeting  ie  evidently  of  his 
own  seeking,  HKaiust  an  option 
fairly  given  to  tBecontrarj;,  and 
I  cannot  avoid  it,  I'll  think  of 
that  hereafter.  It  is  but  repent- 
ing and  mortifying  for  all  at 
once:  for  I  am  as  sure  of  victory, 
as  I  am  that  I  now  live,  let  him 
be  ever  so  akilM  a  swordsman; 
since ,  besides  that  1  am  no  un- 
fleshed novice,  this  is  a  sport, 
that,  when  provoked  to  it,  flove 
as  well  as  my  food.  And,  more- 
over, I  shall  be  as  calm  and  uu- 
lUnlurbed  as  the  bishop  at  hie 
prayers:  while,  he,  as  ie  evident 
by  his  letter ,  must  be  actuated  by 
revenge  and  passion. 

Doubt  not.  therefore.  Jack, 
t/ist  I  shall  give  a  good  acdrantVoMA.  —  i'aur  choice,  Mr.  LovC" 


of  this  affair.     Meantime,  I  rfr 


LBTTBE  CLSJtV. 

Hr.  LQVelaee  to  Jobs  Belford,  Esq. 
Trent,  Dec.  J-W. 

To-uoeaow  ia  to  be  the  diy 

that  will,  in  all  probability,  sena 
either  one  or  two  ghosts  to  attend 
themaneaof  my  Clabissa. 

1  arrived  here  yesterday;  m3 
inquiring  for  an  English  gen- 
tleman of  the  name  of  Morden, 
soon  found  out  the  colonel'i 
lodgings.  He  had  been  in  tewn 
two  days;  and  left  his  name  at 
every  probable  place. 

He  was  gone  to  ride  out;  and  I 
left  m'j  name,  and  where  to  U 
found;  and  in  the  evening  be 
made  tne  a  visit. 

He  was  plaguy  gloomy.  Tb»t 
was  not  I.  But  yot  he  told  m^ 
that  I  had  acted  like  a  man  oi 
true  spirit  in  my  first  letter;  and 
with  honour,  in  giving  him  to 
readily  this  meeting.  He  wished 
'^"^  in  other  respects;  and  than 
ight  have  seen  ea(^  othfJ 
upon  better  terms  than  now  <fi! 
did. 

I  said,  there  was  no  recalliag 
'hat  was  passed;  and  that  1 
'ished  some  things  had  not  hnn 
done,  as  well  as  he. 

To  recriminate  now,  he  said, 
would  be  as  eiasperatmg  as  on- 
available.  And  as  I  bad  Bo  cheer 
fully  given  him  this  opportnnilf, 
words  should  give  place  to  ' — 
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lace,  of  time,  of  place,  of  weapon, 
shall  be  iiii/  cnoice. 

The  two  latter  be  yours,  Mr. 

Morden.     The  time  to-morrow, 

or  next  day,  as  jouplease. 

I  Neitdsy,  then,  Mr.LoTelace; 

I      ajid  we'll  ride  out  to-morrow,  to 

fix  the  plaue.  ; 

Agreed,  sir.  | 

Well;  now,  Mr.  Lovelace,  dO| 

you  chooae  the  weapou. 

I  said ,  I  believed  we  might  be 
upon  equal  foot  with  the  single 
I      rapier;  but,  if  be  thought  other- 
wise,  I  bad  no  objection  to  a 

I  I  will  only  say ,  replied  he ,  that 
,  the  chances  may  be  more  equal 
I  by  the  sword,  becauae  we  can 
I  neither  of  us  be  to  seek  in  that: 
and   you   would    stand 


nritb 


pistol;  and  yet  I  have  brought 
two,  that  you  may  take  your 
choice  of  either:  for,  added  be, 
I  never  missed  a  mark  at  pistol- 
distance,  since  I  knew  bow  to 
bold  a  pistol. 

I  told  him,  that  he  spoke  like 
himself:  that  I  was  expert  enough 
that  way,  to  embrace  it,  if  he 
chose  it;  though  not  so  sure  of 
my  mark  as  he  pretended  to  be. 
Yet  the  devil's  irft,  colonel,  ifl, 
who  have  slit  a  bullet  in  two  upon 
a,  knife's  edge,  bit  not  my  man. 
So  I  have  no  objection  to  a  pistol, 
if  it  be  i/uur  choice.  No  man, 
I'll  venture  to  say,  has  a  steadier 
band  or  eye  than  I  have. 

They  may  both  be  of  use  to 
you,  sir,  at  the  sword,  as  well  as 
at  the  pistol:  the  aword  therefore 
be  the  thing,  if  you  please. 


With  all  my  heart. 

We  parted  with  a  solemn  sot 
of  ceremonious  civility:  and  thi 
day  I  called  upon  him;  and  wt 
rode  out  together  to  fii  npon  thi 
place:  and  both  being  of  on< 
mind,  and  hating  to  put  off  foj 
the  morrow  what  could  be  doni 
to-day.  would  have  decided  ii 
then:  but  Ue  la  Tour,  and  th< 
colonel's  valet ,  who  attended  ns 
being  unavoidably  let  into  th( 
secret,  joined  to  beg  no  would 
have  with  us  a  surgeon  from 
Briien,  whom  La  Tour  had  fallen 
in  with  there ,  and  who  bad  told 
,him  he  was  to  ride  next  morning 
to  bleed  a  person  in  a  fever,  at 
a  lone  cottage,  which  by  the 
surgeon's  description  was  not  far 
from  the  place  where  we  then 
were,  if  it  were  not  that  very 
cottage  within  sight  of  us. 

They  undertook  so  to  manage 
it,  that  the  surgeon  should  know 
nothing  of  the  matter  till  his 
assistance  was  called  in.  And 
La  Tour  being,  as  I  assured  the 
eolonel,a  ready  contriving  fellow, 
[whom  t  ordered  to  obey  him  ai 
myself,  were  the  chance  to  be  in 
his  favour]  we  both  agreed  to 
defer  the  decision  till  to-morrow, 
an{l  to  leave  the  whole  about  the 
surgeon  to  the  management  of 
our  two  valets;  enjoining  them 
absolute  secrecy:  and  so  rods 
back  again  by  different  ways. 

We  fixed  upon  a  little  lone 
valley  for  the  spot  —  Ten  to- 
morrow morning  the  lime  —  and 
single  rapier  the  word.  Yet  I  re- 
peatedly told  him,  that  I  valued 
myself  so  much  upon  my  skill  in 
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tlml  wiiipon,  that  I  could  wish 
him  Ki  ohooiie  any  other. 

Iltp  Miiil,  it  was  a  gentleman's 
^rMi(Hm;  and  he  who  understood 
it  not « wanted  a  qualification  that 
ho  o^vtht  IK^  suiYtv  for  not  having: 
IhU  tl^at,  a*  U>  him,  one  weapon 
wai»  an |^wla«  another,  through- 
,^^^t  ail  tW  in«lr«m«nt»  of  offence. 

Sov  J*«<lt*  v^Hi  •«  I  take  no  ad- 

wt«i4  ^«<^i^  m«.  if  Ke  take  not  the  Cheralier  Morden  on  the  15tL 
W  K<^  <«r  liw  d<Mktli  at  any  hands  Wherefore,  as  the  occasion  of  the 
Nifwi^<4w*alo^tn«TOW«»^^  meeting  is  so  well  known  to  yoa, 

HvK  x^alM  aind  amwe  asre  to  be  1  shall  say  nofidng  of  it  here. 
v«tN^«<«t;  >«at  VoUi  ftrictiy  en-  I  bad  taken  care  to  have  ready, 
^Tw^^  t/^  be  impartial  and  in-  witbim a litlle distance,  a  surgeon 
Wr^V":  awd«  in  return  for  my  aad bis ueetant,  to  whom,  under 
oViHix  /^  tbo  like  nature,  he  anoaitb«fsecrecy,  Ihadreyealed 
^N^vmaavt^l  W  to  be  assisting  to  the  iDiia«r  ilboogh  I  did  not  own 


LETTER  CLXXVT. 

Translation  of  a  Letter  from 

J.  F.  DS  LA  TOUB. 

To  John  Belford,  Esq.,  Near  Soho- 
Square,  London. 

sia,  Trent,  Dec  18.  N.  S. 

I  HAVE  melancholy  news  to  in- 
form you  of,  by  order  of  the  Che- 
valier Lovelace.  He  shewed  me 
his  letter  to  you  before  he  sealed 
<it;  signifying,  that  he  was  to  meet 
theCne^Uic 


X\  o  «r^  ^^  nde  thither,  and  to 
.^vrm^M^t  wb«Hi  at  the  place;  and 
>,js  fsxwan  ajui  mine  are  to  wait 
%i  ikii  a|^|HMUttHl  distance,  with  a 
,-K!i>«^  ^^  carry  off  to  the  borders 
,sf  th^  Vonotian   territories  the 


it  to  the  two  gentlemen);  so  that 
they  were in^^red  with  bandages, 
and  all  lAovs  proper.  For  well 
was  I  ftoqnaiBttd  with  the  bravery 
and  skill  of  nr  ekevalier;  and  had 
heard  the  character  of  the  other; 
and  knew  tbe  animosity  of  both. 


vnvN<x>^%  if  one  drop;  or  to  assist  I A  post-chaise  was  ready,  with 
^rSiWv  ^vr  U^th,  as  occasion  may  leach  of  their  footmen,  at  a  little 
A'-Mamt  ■  distance. 

K^stthus,  llelford,  is  the  mat- j     The  two  chevaliers  came  ex- 

t,^  wml^Hi.  actly  at  their  Inae:  they  were  at- 

V  »h\>wor  of  rain  has  left  me  no-  tended  bv  Mowieer  Margate  (the 

«^y(  ol«>  to  do:  and  therefore  I  colonel's 'gentleaan)  and  myself. 

>K*^h*  thi»  lottw;  though  I  might  They  had  given  otdets  over  night, 

^  woU  havo  dei^rrtHi  it  till  to-  and  now  repeated  them  in  each 

»MsMpr\^w  twt^hro  oVlook,   when  I  others  piesenee,  that  we  should 

vW«bl   not   t\^  b<»  able  to  |write  observe  a  strict  impartiality  be- 

ji^aiu«  to  asio^urt'  you  how  much  tween  them:  and  that  if  one  fdl, 

^  ain«  eacb  of  us  should  look  upon  hhn- 

\  our^,  <!^e.  self,  as  to  any  needfol  help  or  re- 

l.OYttJLOs.      tMt,  as  tbe'serrani  of  &e  sar- 

vivor.  and  take  his  eommands 
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_.   After  a  few  complimeats ,  both 
the  gentlemen^  with  the  greatest 

ErBaeoce  uf  mind  that  ever  I  be- 
eldinineu,  atript  to  their  sliirta, 
anddren. 

They  parried  with  equal  judg- 
ment several  passes.  Mj  clievalier 
drew  the  first  blood,  makiog  a 
desperate  push,  which,  by  a  sud- 
den torn  of  his  aatagoniat,  missed 
going  clear  through  him,  aod 
wounded  bim  ou  the  fleshj  part  of 
the  ribs  of  his  right  side;  which 
part  the  sword  tore  out,  beine  ou 
the  extremity  of  the  body:  out, 
before  my  chevalier  could  recover 
himself,  the  colonel,  in  return, 
pushed  hitu  into  the  inside  of 
the  left  arm,  near  the  shoulder: 
and  the  sword  (raking  bis  breast 
as  it  passed)  being  followed  by  a 
great  effusion  of  blood,  the  colonel 
said,  sir,  I  believe  you  have 
enough. 

My  chevalier  swore  by  G— d, 
he  was  not  hurt;  'twas  a  pin's 
point:  and  bo  made  another  pass 
athia antagouiat;  whichhe,  with 
a  Burptiniiig  dexterity,  received 
under  his  arm,  and  run  my  dear 
chevalier  into  the  body:  who  im- 
mediately fell;  saying.  The  luck 
is  yours ,  air  — ^  O  my  beloved  Cla- 
riaaa!^  Now  art  thou —  inwardly 
he  spoke  three  or  fonr  words  more. 
His  sword  dropt  from  his  hand. 
Mr.  Morden  threw  his  down,  and 


Ah, 


saving  in  French  — 

uri   you  are  a  dead 

—  Call  to  Qfld  for  mercy ! 

We  gave    tlie    signal   agreed 

npon  to  the  footmen;  and  they  to 

the  surgeons;  who  instantly  came 

up. 


Colonel  Morden,  I  found,  was 
too  well  used  to  the  bloody  work; 
tor  he  was  as  cool  as  if  nothing 
extraordinary  had  happened,  aa. 
ctistiug  the  aurgeoua  though  his 
own  wound  bled  much.  But  my 
dear  chevalier  fainted  away  two 
or  three  times  running,  and 
vomited  blood  besides. 

However,  they  stopped  the 
bleeding  for  the  preseut;  and  we 
helped  him  into  the  voiture :  and 
thea  the  colonel  suffered  bis  own 
wound  to  be  dressed;  andappeared 
concerned  that  my  chevalier  was 
between  whiles  (when  he  conld 
speak,  and  struggle)  extremely 
outrageous.  —  Poor  gentleman! 
he  had  made  quite  sure  of  tic- 

The  colonel,  against  the  lur- 
geons'  advice,  would  mount  on 
horseback  to  pass  into  the  Vene- 
tian territories;  and  generously  1 
gave  me  a  purse  of  gold  to  pay  the 
surgeons;  desiring  me  to  make  a 
present  to  the  footman;  and  to 
accept  of  the  remainder,  aa  a 
maik  of  his  satisfaction  in  my  con- 
duct, and  iu  my  care  and  tender- 
ness of  my  master. 

The  surgeons  told  him ,  that  my 
chevalier  could  not  live  over  the 

When  the  colonel  took  leave  of 
him ,  Mr.  Lovelace  said ,  you 
have  well  revenged  the  dear  crea- 

I  have,  sir,  said  Mr.  Morden: 
and  perhaps  shall  be  aorry  that 
you  called  upon  me  to  this  work, 
while  I  was  balaucing  whether 
to   obey,   or  disobey,   the  dear 
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this  could  not  have  been! 

be  ye  all  witneaspfi,  that  I  have 

provoked    my  destiny,    a    " 

knowledge  that  1  fallDy  a 

honour. 

Sir,  said  the  colonel,  with  the 
piety  of  a  confessor ,    (wriui 
Mr,  Lovelace's  hand)  snatch  tl 
few  Heeling  motneuta,  and  c 
mendyonraclf  to  God. 

AndsD  he  rode  off. 

The  voiture  proceeded  slowly 
with  my  chevalier;  yet  the  motion 
set  both  his  wounds  bleeding 
alresh;  and  it  was  with  dilEculty 
they  again  stopped  the  blood. 

We  brought  him  alive  to 
nearest  cottage;  and  he  gave 
ders  to  me  to  dispatch  to  vou 
packet  I  herewith  send  sealed  up ; 
and  bid  me  write  to  you  the  parti- 
culars of  thismost  unhappy  affair : 
and  give  you  thanks ,  in  his  name, 
for  all  your  favours  and  friendship 

Contrary  to  all  expectatii 
lived  over  the  night;  but  svffereil 
much,  as  well  from  his  impatience 
and  disappoinltiieitt,    as   from  his 
woandu;   for  be  aeemed  oery  «i 
viUliny  to  lik. 

He  was  delirious,  at  times, 
the  two  last  hours;  and  th< 
several  times  cried  out,  as  if  be 
had  seen  some  frightful  spectre, 
Take  her  away !  1  ake  her  away ! 
but  named  nobody.  And  some- 
times praised  some  lady  (thatCla- 
risaa,  1  suppose,  whom  he  had 
invoked  when  he  received  his 
und)  callingher.  Sweet 
Bxoelleucei  Divine  cieatuieV  1' 


sufferer!  —  And  once  he  su 
Look  down,  blessed  spirit,  loi 
down;  —  And  there  slopt;  — 1 
lips,  however,  moving. 

At  nine  in  the  morning,  he  w 
seized  with  convnlsioiis,  si 
fainted  away;  and  itwas  a  quart 
of  an  boor  before  he  came  out  o( 

His  few  last  words  I  must  not 
omit,  as  they  shew  an  altimatft 
composure ;  whieb  may  admioisla 
some  consolation  tohiflhononrabla 

Blefsed—  said  be,  addressing 
himself  no  doubt  to  beBTenj  fat 
hia  dying  eyes  were  lifted  np— '' 
strong  convulsion  prevented  hi 
for  a  few  momenta  saying  mo  , 
—  but  recovering,  he  again,  witt 
great  fervor,  (lifting  up  his  eye^ 
and  hia  spread  hands)  pronounfld 
the  word  ftfesserf/  Then  in  a  sesmj 
iugejaculaljon,  he  spoke  inwir* 
ly  so  as  not  to  beuuderstood:  il 
last  he  distinctly  pronounced  thert 
three  words, 


And  then,  his  head  sinking  ouhi 
pillow,  he  expired,  at  about  hilt 
an  hour  after  ten. 

He  little   thought,   poor 
tlemaal  his  end  so  near;  so 

f'iven  no  direction  about  his  body, 
have  caused  it  to  be  embowellu. 
and  deposited  in  a  vault,  till  1 
have  orders  from  England. 

This  is  a  favour  that  was  pro- 
cured with  difficulty;  and  woaU 
have  been  refused,  had  he  Dit 
been  an  KngLinhman  of  rank:_t 
,u«.'^^  ^tk  reason  lespecteil  ia 
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every  Austrian  govemmeDt  —  for 'tions  in  the  affair.  Ad d  it  has  cost 
hehadrefasedghostljatteDdaace.some  monej.  Of  which,  and  of 
and  the  sacraments  ia  the  catiio- 1  my  dear  chevalier's  effects,  I  wilt 
lie  way.  May  his  soul  be  happy, 'give  yoa  a  faithful  account  in  my 
I  pray  God!  jneit.      And  so,   waiting   at   this 

I  have  had  some  trouble  also  on  I  place  your  commands,  lam,  sia, 
account  of  themannerofbisdeath,  I  Yonrmost  faithful  and  obedient 
from   the  magislracy  here^   who  aerv^t,^ 


have  taken  the  rcquiaite  informa-  i 


F.  J.  na  La  Toob, 


¥ 
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Sapposi 


What  remains  to  be  mentioned 
for  the  satisfaction  of  aucb  of  the 
readers  as  may  be  presumed  to 
have  interested  themselves  iotbe 
fortunes  of  thoae  other  principals 
in  the  story,  who  Burvived  Mr. 
Lovelace,  will  be  found  sum- 
marily related  as  follows : 

The  news  of  Mr.  Lotelacb's  un- 
happy end  waa  received  with  as 
much  grief  by  hia  own  relations, 
aa  it  was  with  esultation  by  the 
Harlowe  family,  and  by 
Howe.  Hia  own  family  were 
to  be  pitied,  because  being  sincere 
admirers  of  the  inimttable  lady, 
they  were  greatly  grieved  for  the 
injustice  done  her;  and  now  had 
the  aiidiliimal  mortification  of 
losing  the  only  raale  of  it,  by  a 
violent  death. 

That  his  fate  waa  deserved, 
still  a  heightening  of  their  i 
mity,  as  they  bad,  for  that  very 
reason,  and  hb  nnpreparedneas 
for  it.  but  toe  mDCh  ground  for 


■   unforgiving 
'  ^oble  young 


b)  Ur.  Bk 
family ,    from   their 

lady  above  mentioned,  from  lier 
lively  resentments,  found  hia 
death  some  little,  some  temporary 
alleviation  of  the  beavv  loss  ther 
had  sustained,  principally  througti 

Temporari/ aUevialion,yie  iep^a.t, 

1  to    the   Harlowe   family!   ^or 

lEY  were  far  from  being  nappy 

'  easy  in  their  reflections  upon 

their  own  conduct,  —  And  still  the 

the  inconsolable  mother 

rested  not  till  she  had  procured, 

by  means  of  Colonel  Morden,  large 

extracts  from  some  of  the  letter* 

that  compose  this  history,  which 

them  all ,  that  the  very 

lence    which    ClariitsB, 

while  Vith  them ,  renewed  witn 

Mr.  Lovelace,  was  renewed  fur 

Iheirnaket,  more  than  for 'ier<iu»i.- 

that  she  bad  given  him  no  en- 

conragementconlrary  to  her  duty, 

"-' '  •"  that  prudence  for  which 


i 
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they  owned  she  had  never  tomght  i  Uiat  she  aimed  at  by  taking  thit 
into  qnestion,  she  would  have  ex- !  step,  being  to  endeayoor  to  paeiff 
tricated  them  and  herself  (as  she; so  fierce  a  spirit,  lest  he  uioald 
once  proposed*  to  her  mother) '(as  he  indeed  was  determined  to 
from  all  difficulties  as  to  Love-: do)  pay  a  visit  to  her  Mends, 
lace:  that  she,  if  any  woman  ever;  wMeh  mi^ht  have  been  attended 
could,  would  have  ^ven  a  glorious  |  with  fatal  consequences ;  hot  was 
instance  of  a  passion  conquered,  ■  spirited  away  by  him  in  sack  a 
or  at  least  kept  under ,  by  reason, '  manner ,  as  made  her  an  object  of 
and  by  piety ;  the  man  oeing  too ,  pi^  rather  than  of  blame, 
immoral  to  be  implicitly  beloved.        These    extracts    farther   con< 


The  unhappy  parents  andlvincedthemall,  that  it  was  to  her 
uncles,  from  me  penisal  of  these j  unaffected  regret,  that  she  foand, 
extracts,  too  evidenliy  for  their [tiiat  marriage  was  not  in  her 
peace,  saw,  that  it  was  entirely 'power  afterwards  for  a  long  time; 
owing  to  the  avarice,   the  am- j and  at  last,  but  on  one  occasion, 

bition,the  env^,  of  her  implacable,  w^^^  ^^^  unnatural  cruelty  to 
brother  and  sister,  and  to  the! her  (on  a  new  application  she 
senseless  confederacy  entered  into!  had  made  to  her  aunt  Hervey ,  to 
by  the  whole  family,  to  compel | procure  mercy  and  pardon)  ren- 
her  to  give  her  hand  to  a  man  she ;  dered  her  incapable  of  reoeivinff 
must  despise ,  or  she  had  not  been :  his  proffered  hand ;  and  so  obli^ 
a  CuuussA ,  and  to  their  conse- 1  her  to  suspend  the  day ;  intending 
quent  persecution  of  her,  that  she*  only  to  suspend  it,  till  recovered, 
ever  thought  of  quitting  her  fa-l  They  saw  with  equal  abhor- 
ther's  house:  and  that  even  when|rence  of  Lovelace,  and  of  their 
she  first  entertained  such  a  own  cruelty,  and  with  the  highest 
thouj^ht,  it  was  with  intent,  if  admiration  of  her,  that  the  ma- 
possible,  to  procure  for  herself  a:  jesty  of  her  virtue  had  awed  the 
private  asylum  with  BIrs.  Howe,  most  daring  spirit  in  the  world, 
or  at  some  other  place  of  safety  so  that  he  durst  not  attempt  to 
(but  not  with  Mr.  Lovelace,  nor  carry  his  base  desiens  into  ex- 
with  any  of  the  ladies  of  his  fa-  ecution,  till,  by  wicked  potions, 
mily,  though  invited  by  the  latter)  he  had  made  her  senses  tne  pre- 
from  whence  she  might  propose  vious  sacrifice, 
terms  which  ought  to  have  been  But  how  did  they  in  a  manner 
complied  with,  and  which  were  adore  her  memory !  How  did  they 
entirely  consistent  with  her  duty  recriminate  upon  each  other! 
—  that  though  she  found  herself  when  they  found,  that  she  had  not 
disappointed  of  the  hoped-for  re-  only  preserved  herself  from  re- 
fuge and  protection,  she  intended  peated  outrage,  by  the  mostglo- 
not,  by  meeting  Mr.  Lovelace,  to  rious  and  intrepid,  behaviour,  in 
put  herself  into  his  power;  all  defiance,  and  to  the  utter  con- 
*  See  VoL  I.  p.  s^  \in»s^^  i^his  libertine notioDi; 
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aYoid  tho  mutuiU  ropronvhtMi  of 
eyoA  tlmt  tpokf,  wht^n  tnnKuwi 
wero  iiilont  *  tholr  iitlutfM  hIno 
fllmrponod  bv  timfl  WImtiMum" 
happv  ftunfly  wan  ihU  Wt^ll 
might  Colonol  M onion,  in  ihn 
wordf  of  Juy()iml,  nhnlltmifti  all 
othor  miNorabln  familluft  to  pro- 
duoo  Ruoli  a  growing  dUlrtiMN  an 
that  of  tho  I  TarlowdM  ( a  fo  w  iiioiiUin 
bofons  10  happy!)  wmm  abin  ti> 
produce. 

Ilunutni  Qnntfrin  iniirt*n  llhl  «/)««"  imlimH 
Hufjkit  una  itiimun.    I'nuiim  ruimumtf  lUnii, 

Hi 

Diottrfi  to  tnhtirumsjmfiiUiim  lUhw  v0H»ri$, 
audti, 

MiM.  IIaklowk  llvml  afwiii  t^a 
yearn  and  an  half,  aftitr  iUn 
lamentivl  death  of  her  (yt^AHitmA. 

MaJf  AKi^waha/J  ihfi  iUttUU4mn\ 
afHietion  tip  murrWa  hUt  Mr  aU,i|(t 
half  a  year;  her  death ,  }py  f^i^^ 
p'ljnting  hb  ftrnttitr  arii^tiUh  ii»iif 

tMhf  in  iheif  \m$i  himn 
cfnnhfrUA  ihmim^^tm^  thai  U^nty 

fhtofAiUfr.  MM  they  alirayy  ifn^i 

with  the  aWre  ytuii^Mlnn  <ff  Imt 
p«r  the  mjottiee  wfaiefa^felf'j;f«r'' «t<fry.  Mnd  with  h^  Apapf^y  «iB6i 
tiality  sMde  aone  />f  them  ton-  ealMber. 
dwiedoBetotibesKflKrigprttiid'      TlKtry  V/tlK  0re^^  b^/«n»r«r,  tu 
tefaermhif  inIL  ^>^  tf«^  ^>»  /////u(«  and  their 

Thtmt  imUiBaf^a^t^  tad  rt^^  ^^^im^iiiii^  Afi/}^JJ/i.  iftanM:  bti' 
-•i-------«f;«<aaJ  «A5^**i<^  »<4  v.  t«U  vyy  ixi  eithir  <tf  th&' 

f*jr  tlue  k^  <^  5      w  ^jiiTct  Hiiju»Mra  «uiaMs<:.  - 
ifa&  eMsii  "Xber  <^  ^»*  >'^ai*«^   V  MipfM^  mi  ri^-     • 

ir3U>»;  woe  hifc  HUMliyv. 


bathadthefortitade,  constantly, 
and  with  a  noMe  disdain,  to  reject 
bim.  —  Whom? —  The  man  she 
once  conld  have  loved,  kneeling 
for  pardon,  and  begsing  to  be 
permitted  to  make  her  the  nest  re- 
paration  then  in  his  power  to 
inake  her;  that  is  to  say,  by  mar- 
riage. His  fortunes  high  and  un- 
broken. She  his  prisoner  at  the 
time  in  a  vile  house:  rejected  by 
all  her  firiends ;  upon  repeated  ap- 
plication to  them,  for  mercy  and 
forgiveness,  rejected — mercy  and 
forgiveness,  and  a  last  blessing, 
aft^wards  imploring;  and  that 
as  much  to  bghten  their  future 
remorses,  as  for  the  comfort  of  her 
own  pious  heart  —  yet,  though 
savagely  refused,  on  a  supposition 
tbat  she  was  not  so  near  ber  end 
as'was  represented,  departed,  for 
giving  and  blesring  them  all. 

Thentbeyrecolkcted,  that  her 
postfaamoas  letters,  nistead  of 
reproadies.  were  filled  with  e^rm- 
foftmjgs:  tbat  she  bad  m  her  last 
wiO,  m  their  own  way,  laid  oMi- 
gatioos  upon  them  an :  obHgatkms 
which  they  DodMr  deserved  nor 
eaycciedj  as  if  die  thoogbt  to  re* 
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to  her;  butwhicii,  to  this  day,  he 
haanotrecovered;  nor  is  likely  to 


a  with,  and 
title   to   assert,   which  admits  of 
litigation;  and  he  not  blessed  with 
so  mnch  patience  as  ia  necessary 
to  persons  embarrassed  in  law. 

What  is  further  observable  in 
regard  to  him,  is  that  the  match 
was  entirely  of  his  own  head, 
against  the  advice  of  his  father, 
mother,  and  uncles,  who  warned 
biu  of  marrying  in  this  lady  a 
law-suit  for  life.  His  ungenerous 
behaviour  to  bis  wife, for  what  she 
cannot  help,  and  for  what  is  aa 
much  her  misfortune  as  his,  has  oc- 
casioned such  estrangements  be- 
tween them  (she  being  a  woman 
of  spirit)  as,  were  bis  law-suits 
determined,  even  more  favour- 
ably than  probably  they  will  be, 
must  make  him  unhappy  to  the 
end  of  bis  life.  He  altributea  all 
his  misfortunes,  when  he  opens 
himself  to  the  few  friends  he  has, 
to  its  vile  and  cruel  trealmeni  af  his 
emijelio  sister,  fie  confesses  these 
misfortunes  to  be  just  without 
having  temper  to  acquiesce  in  the 
acknowledged  justice.  One  month 
in  every  year  he  puts  on  mourn- 
ing, and  that  month  commences 
with  him  on  the  7th  of  September, 
during  which  he  shuts  himself  up 
from  all  company.  Finally ,  he  if 
looked  upon,  and  often  calls  him- 


make  his  addresses  to  her: 
inducement  wilh  her 
approve  of  him.  Brothers  «_ 
"'ers,  when  thej  are  not  friend 
.._  _  generally  the  sharpest  en emtl 
to  each  other.  Ue  thought  b 
much  was  done  for  her  in  tj 
settlements.      She    thought   a 

Lgh.  And  for  some  years  pu 

Ihey  have  so  heartily  hated  en 
other,  that  if  either  know  a  J4! 
being  told  of  some  na 
misfortune  or  diapleasore  tin 
happens  to  the  other.  lodcM 
before  they  came  to  an  opt 
rapture,  they  were  conlinnil 
loading  each  other,  by  way  i 
exonerating  themselves  (lalifOi 
liitional  tlisguiel  of  the  lehoU  fatia~ 
with  the  principai  guilt  of  lb 
implacable  behaviour  and  Htn 
lett;  to  their  admirable  sitl 
May  the  reports  that  i 
spread  of  this  lady's  further  i 
happiness   from   her   lord'r   ' 


that  would  not  have  been  iw  i» 
Buperable  objection  with  ha  H 
his  addresses);  and  of  hia  pablil 
slights  and  contempt  of  her,  ud 
even  sometimea  of  his  permn^ 
abuses,  which  are  said  to  be  owin^ 

]  her  impatient  spirit,  and  violent 

asaions;   be  utterly  groundlccs. 

-  For  what  a  heart  must  thai  be. 

'hich  would  wish  she  might  be  u 
great  a  torment  to  herseff,  aa  ah* 
bad  aimed  to  be  to  her  siatCfT 
Especially  as  she  regrets  to  tUi 
hour  and  declares  that  she  sbtO, 
lo  Die  last  of  her  life,  her  tnA 
treatment  of  that  sister;  and  tv 
well  as  her  brotherj  w.Jwt  t ' 


CONCLUSION. 


readj;  to  attribute  to  Aat  her  un- 
happiueas. 

Mr.  AiiTONT  and  Mr.  John  Hah- 
L.OWE  are  stiil  [at  the  writing  of 
this]  living:  but  often  declare, 
that,   with   their  beloved  niece. 


all  companies,  the  unnatural  pari 
they  were  induced  to  take  againat 
her. 

Mr.  SoLHEs  ia  also  still  living, 
if  a  man  of  his  cast  may  be  said 
to  live;  for  his  general  behaviour 
and  sordid  manners  are  Buch  an 
juatify  the  aversion  the  eicelleul 
lady  had  to  him.  He  has  more- 
over, found  hia  addreases  rejected 
by  several  women  of  far  inferior 
fortunes  (ereat  as  his  o<vn  are)  to 
those  of  the  tady  to  whom  he  was 
encouraged  to  aspire. 

Mr.  Mowbray  and  Mr,  Tona- 
viLLE  having  tost  the  man  in 
whose  conversation  they  so  much 
delighted;  shocked  and  awakened 
by  the  several  unhappy  cata- 
alrophes  before  their  eyes;  and 
having  always  rather  ductile  than 
dicAaimg  hearts;  took  their  friend 
Belford's  advice;  converted  the 
remainder  of  their  fortunes  into 
annuities  for  life;  and  retired,  the 
one  into  Yorkshire,  the  other  into 
Nottinghamshire,  of  which  coon- 
ties  they  are  natives:  their  friend 
Bel  ford  managing  their  concerns 
for  them,  and  corresponding  with 
them,  and  having  more  ana  more 
bopea  every  time  he  sees  them 
(which  is  once  or  twice  a  year, 
when  they  come  to  town}  that 
they  will  become  more  and 


worthy  of  their  names   and  fa- 

Ab  those  siiten  in  iniquity, 
Sallv  Mabtis  and  Pollt  Hobtob, 
had  abilities  and  education  supe- 
rior to  what  creatures  of  their  oast 


preceding  papers,  in  which 
they  are  frequently  mentioned; 
it  cannot  fail  of  gratifying  the 
reader's  curiosity ,  a*  well  ae  on- 
aweriug  the  good  etids  designed 
by  the  publication  of  this  work, 
to  give  a  brief  account  of  their 
parentage,  and  manner  of  bain- 
ing-up,  preparative  to  the  vile 
courses  they  fell  into,  and  of  what 
became  of  them,  after  the  dread- 
ful exit  of  the  iofamoas  Sinclair. 

Sii-Lt  Mahtik  was  the  daughter 
of  a  substantial  mercer  at  the 
court-end  of  the  town;  to  whom 
her  mother,  a  grocer's  daughter 
ill  the  city,  brought  a  handsoiM 
fortune;  and  both  having  a  gay 
turn,  and  being  fond  of  tlw 
fashions  which  it  was  tl:  '  '" 
ness  to  promote;  and  ■  _ 
wives  and  daughters  of  AbMW- 
most  tradesmen  (eBpeda%VMK 
quarter  of  the  tomO  ~  * 
affect  to  follow :  it 
that  they  brought' 
ter  accordingly 

wilted   gi 

every   yi' 
pie. 


;  was  tbw  to«-  I 

;  and^iAtte  I 

espedi^ttihaK  I 

town  I    ■  .'t  J 
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from  her  cheek.  She  could  not 
blush,  became  she  could  uol 
doubt:  ADdsilence,  whatever  was 
the  subject,  was  as  much  a 
stranger  to  her,  aa  ditlidence. 

She  nBTBr  was  left  out  of  any 
party  of  pleasure,  after  she  haa 

Eassed  her  niuth  year;  and,  ui 
□nour  of  her  prattling  vein  was 
considered  as  a  principal  peisoti 
in  the  frequent  treats  and  enter- 
taimncuts  which  her  parents,  fond 
of  luxurious  living,  ^ve  with  a 
view  to  encrease  their  acquaint- 
ance for  the  sake  of  their  busi- 
ness; not  duly  reflecting,  that  the 
part  they  suffered  her  to  take  in 
what  made  for  their  intereflt, 
would  probably   be   a  means  to 

auiuken  the  appetites,  and  ruin 
le  morals  of  their  daughter,  foi- 
whose  sake,  aa  an  only  child,  the; 
were  soticktiDUS  to  obtain  wealth. 

The  oHiLD  so  much  a  woman, 
what  must  the  wouAN  be? 

At  fifteen  or  sixteen,  she  af- 
fected, both  in  dress  and  mauners, 
to  ape  such  of  the  quality  as  were 
most  apish.  The  richest  silks  in 
her  father's  shop  were  not  too  rich 
for  her.  At  all  public  diversions 
she  was  the  leader,  instead  of  the 
led,  of  all  her  female  kindred  and 
acquaintance,  though  they  were 
a  third  older  than  uerself.  She 
would  bustle  herself  into  a  place, 
and  make  room  for  her  more 
bashful  companions,  through  the 
trowuH  of  the  first  possessors,  at 
a  crowded  theatre,  leavtog  every 
one  near  her  amazed  at  her  self- 
consequence,  wondering  she  had 
no  flervant  to  keep  place  for  her; 
whiapetdngiy  ent^iunag  Kbo  bbe 


as;  and  then  sitting  down  ad- 

liring  her  fortitude. 
Sbe  ofliciously  made  herself  of 

)nscquenL'e  to  the  most  noted 
players;  who,  as  oneof  theirpt- 
tronesses,  applied  to  her  for  ha 
interest  on  Aeir  benefit-oicliti. 
She  knew  the  chrisliaji,  asw«lai 
aui-nanie  of  every  pretty  fellow 
who  frequented  public  placa; 
and  affected  to  speak  of  thembf 
the  former. 

Those  who  had  not  obeyed  ths 
call  her  eyes  always  made  apoa 
nil  of  them  for  notice  at  her  en- 
trance, or  before  she  took  her 
seat,  were  spoken  of  with  hangbti' 
ness,  as,  Jacks,  or  Toms;  while 
her  favourites,  with  an  affectedljr 
endearing  familiarity  and  a  pret- 
tiaess  of  accent,  were  Jackeys  and 
Tommya;  and  if  they  stood  very 
high  in  her  graces,  dear  devili, 
and  agreeable  toads. 

ahe  sat  in  judgment,   and  an 
inexorable  judge  she  was,  upoB 
the  actions  and  conduct  of  6 
man  and  woman  of  qn^ty 
fashion,  as  they  became  the 
jects  of  conversation.    Sbe 
deeply  learned  in  the  acan^' 
chronicle;  she  made  every 
actev,   every  praise,  and  ewiT 
censure  serve   to   exalt  bendt 
Sill-  xkinilil  groTO  to  do  »a  or  »ol — 
Or,  that  was  e\'er  her  wta/ ;  aadjiUl 
wlial  tlie  did,  or  HL-ed  to  do;  and 
judging  herself  by  the  vilenemif 
the  most  vile  of  her  sex,  ntdon 
satisfied  with  her  o wn  vnrttte. 

^he  had  her  chair  to  attend  hot 
wherever   she   went,    and  fijund 
none  her 
DQed  to  c: 
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it  inaigniilcant  people  in  the 
rid,  to  encourage  her  visits. 
Ihe  was  practised  in  nil  the  arts 
tuble:  a  true  SpartBJi 
.!  and  had  even  coiiraGie,  oc- 


Htiie 


into  day,  and  day  into  night) 
the  almost  unavoidable  c( 
_fflaen(!eB  of  her  frequent  play.  Her 
trenta  pleased  tnemHelvea  that 
leir  Sally  had  a  charming  eonsti- 
tion;  and  as  long  as  bIis  suffered 
^^  n  her  health,  they  m 
irdless  of  her  morals. 
he  needle  she  hated: 
e  tiie  constant  subjects  of  her 
icnle  the  fine  works  that  used 
!  employ ,  and  keep  out  of  idle- 
Mi,  Inmry,  and  extravagance, 
id  at  Aume  (were  they  to  have 
tea  of  no  other  service)  the 
nenof  the  lastage,  when  there 
'e  no  Yauxhiills,  Ranelaghi 
rybonea,  and  such  like  place 
diversion ,  to  dresa  out  for ,  and 
id  after. 

And  as  to  family -mana^einent, 
B  parents  had  not  required  any 
lowledge  of  that  sort  from  her ; 
d  ebe  considered  it  as  a  quali- 
Ation  only  necessary  for  hire- 
Igi,  and  the  low-bom,  and  ae 
lerly  unworthy  the  attention  of 
nodem  fine  lady. 
Although  her  father  had  great 
'nesB,  yet,  living  in  so  high 
d  expensive  a  way ,  he  was  pre- 
uted  irom  giving  hei'  a  fortune 
■werable  to  it.  Neither  he 
I  wife  having  set  out  with  any 
tion  of  frugality,  could  think  of 
blenching.  Nor  did  their  daugh- 
c  desire  that  thej  should 
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trench.  They  thought  glare  or 
oHtfflitatiou  reputable.  Theyoallnd 
it  livine  genlrHlij.  And  aa  the^ 
lifted    tteir    heads    above    their 

Shbours,  they  supposed  their 
it  concerned  to  go  forward 
rather  than  backward  in  outward 
appearances.  Thej  flattered  them- 
selves, and  they  flattered  their 
girl,  and  she  was  ciiiirety  of  their 
opinion ,  that  she  had  charms  and 
wit  enough  to  attract  some  man 
of  rank;  of  furhme  at  least:  and 
yet  this  daughter  of  a  mercer-fa- 
ther and  grocer-mother  could  not 
bear  the  thoughts  of  a  creeping 
cit;  encouraging  herself  with  a 
few  instances  {comjiaralively  few) 
which  she  had  always  in  her  head 
aa  common  ones,  of  girls  much  in- 
ferior to  herself  in  station,  talents, 
education ,  and  even  fortune ,  who 
had  succeeded  —  as  she  doubted 
not  to  succeed.  Handsome  settle- 
ments, and  a  chariot,  that  temp- 
tine  gewgaw  to  the  vanity  of  the 
middUng  ctasB  of  females,  were 
the  least  that  ahe  proposed  to 
herself.  But  all  this  while,  neither 
her  parentsnor  herself  considered, 
that  she  had  appetites  indulged 
to  struggle  with,  and  a  turn  of 
education  given  her,  as  well  as  a 
warm  constitution,  unguarded  by 
sound  principles,  and  uuhene- 
fitted  by  example,  which  made  her 
much  better  qualified  for  a  mis- 
tress than  a  wife. 

Her  twentieth  year ,  to  her  own 
equal  wonder  and  regret,  passed 
over  her  head,  and  she  had  not 
had  one  offer  that  her  pride  would 
permit  her  to  accept.  A  ^rlfcnsi 
fifteen  to  eig^rtaea,  Vcs\iaKiB- 
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tl) en  beginning  to  bloaaom,  will, 
ae  a  neir  tbiog,  attract  the  eyes 
of  men:  but  if  she  make  her  mcp 
oheflp  at  public  placee,  she  wiil 
find,  thfttnna  faces  mlldrawmore 
ftttentioD  than  fne  faces  con- 
■tantlj  seen.  Policy,  therefore, 
if  nothing  else  were  conaidered, 
iTould  iudiice  a  young  beauty,  if 
she  could  tame  her  vanity ,  just  to 
ahew  herself,  and  to  be  talked  of, 
and  then  withdrawing,  as  if  from 
discretion  (and  discreet  it  will  be 
to  do  so)  eipect  to  be  sought  after, 
rather  than  to  be  thought  to  seek 
for;  only  reviving  now  and  then 
the   memory   of    herself   at   the 

Eublic  places  in  turn,  if  she  find 
erself  likely  to  be  forgotten;  and 
then  she  will  be  new  again.  But 
this  observation  ongbt  young  la- 
dies always  to  have  in  their  heads, 
that  they  can  hardly  ever  expect 
to  gratify  their  vanity,  aad  at  the 
same  time  gain  tlie  admiration  of 
men  worthy  of  making  partners 
for  life.  They  may,  in  short,  have 
many  admirers  at  public  places, 
but  not  one  lover. 

Sally  Martin  knew  nothing  of 
this  doctrine.  Her  beauty  was  in 
its  bloom ,  and  yet  she  found  ber- 
eelf  neglected.  "Sally  Martin, 
the  mercer's  daughter;  she  never 
failsbeinghere;  was  the  answer, 
and  the  accompanying  ohaerva- 
tion,  made  to  every  questioner, 
irbo  is  that  lady? 

At  last  her  destiny  approached. 
It  was  at  a  masquerade  that  she 
first  saw  the  gay,  the  handsome 
Lovelace,  who  was  just  returned 
from  his  travels.  She  wi 
idiately  struek  with  his 


and  with  the  brilliant  things  that 
she  heard  fall  from  his  lips  sa  he 
happened  to  sit  near  her.  He, 
who  was  not  then  looking  oat  for 
a  wife,  was  taken  vfith  Sally's 
smartness,  and  with  an  air  that 
at  the  same  time  shewed  her  to 
be  equally  genteel  and  self'signi' 
licant;  and  signs  of  approbation 
mutually  passing,  he  found  no 
difficnky  in  acquainting  himself 
where  to  visit  her  next  day.  And 
yet  it  was  some  mortification  to  % 
person  of  her  self-conseauence, 
and  gay  appearance,  tosatimitto 
be  known  by  BO  fine  a  young  gen- 
tleman as  no  more  than  a  mercer's 
daughter.  So  natural  ia  it  for  a 
girl,  brought  up  aa  Sally  was.  to 
be  occasionally  ashamed  of  those 
whose  folly  had  set  her  above  her- 
■elf. 

But  whatever  it  might  be  to 
ally,  it  was  no  disappointment  to 
Mr.XiOTelace,  to  find  his  miatress 
higher  degree ;  because  be 
hoped  to  reduce  her  soon  to  the 
lowest  condition  that  an  unhappy 
—Oman  can  fall  into. 

But  when  Miss  Martin  had  in- 
formed herself  Uiat  her  lover  was 
the  nephew  and  presumptive  heir 
of  Lord  M.  she  thought  him  the 
very  man  for  whom  ahe  had  been 
so  long  and  so  impatiently  look- 
ing out;  and  for  whom  it  was 
worth  her  while  to  spread  ber 
l«ila.  And  here  it  may  not  be 
amiss  to  observe  that  it  is  reiy 
probable,  that  Mr.  Lovelace  had 
Sally  Martin  in  his  thoughts,  and 
perhaps  two  or  three  more  whose 
j  hopes  of  marriage  from  him  had 
I  led  them  to  their  ruin,  when  he 
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drew    tie    following    whimsical 

Sicture,  in  a  letter  to  hia  friend 
elford ,  not  inserted  in  the  pie- 
eeding  collection. 

"Methinka,"  aaya  he,  "I  gees 
young  couple  in  courtship,  having 
leach  a  design  upon  the  other: 
■Uie  girl  plavB  off;  ehe  is  very 
'fcappj,  as  the  is:  she  cfinnot  he 
happier:  she  will  not  change  hei 
single  state:  the  man,  Iwill sup- 
pose ,  is  one  who  does  not  confem 
tbalhe  desires  not  that  sheK*o(iMj 
abe  holds  ready  a  net  under  her 
apron;  he  another  under  hb  coat; 
each  intending  to  throw  it  over 
the  other's  neck;  she  over  Lis, 
when  her  pride  is  gratified,  and 
she  thinks  she  can  he  sure  of  him ; 
he  over  hers,  when  the  watched- 
for  yielding  moment  has  carried 
consent  tuo  far  —  and  suppose  he 
happens  tji  be  the  more  dexterous 
of  the  two,  and  whips  his  net  over 
her,  before  she  can  cost  hers  over 
himj  how,  I  would  fain  know,  can 
she  be  justly  entitled  to  cry  out. 
upon  cruelty,  barbarity,  de- 
ception, aacrifices,  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  eiclamatorj'  nonsense,  with 
which  the  pretty  fools  in  such  a 
case,  are  wont  to  din  the  ears  of 
their  conquerors?  Is  it  not  just, 
tbiukest  tliou,  when  she  makes 
her  appeals  to  gods  and  men,  that 
hoth  gods  and  men  should  laugh 
iftt  her,  and  hitting  her  in  the  teeth 
'"rith  her  own  felonious  intentioaa, 
id  her  ait  down  patiently  under 
^ier  deserved  disappointment?" 

In  short,  Sally's  parents,  as  well 
as  herself,  encoui-aged  Mr.  Love- 
lace's visits.  They  thought  they 
might  uuat  to  a  diBcretiou  iu  her 
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which  she  herself  was  too  wise  to 
douht.  Pride  they  knew  she  had. 
And  that,  in  these  cases,  is  often 
called  discretion. —  Lord  help  the 
sex,  saysLovelaue,  if  they  had  not 
pride!  —  Nor  did  they  suapeot 
danger  from  that  specious  air  of 
sincerity,  and  gentlenesB  of  man- 
ners, which  he  could  assume  or 
lay  aside  whenever  he  pleased. 

The  second  masquerade,  which 
was  no  more  than  their  third 
meeting  abroad,  completed  her 
ruin,  from  so  practised,  though  so 
young  a  deceiver  i  and  that  before 
she  well  knew  she  was  in  danger; 
for,  having  prevailed  with  her  to 
go  off  with  him  about  twelve 
o'clock  to  his  aunt  Forbes's,  a 
idy  of  honour  and  fortune,  to 

horn  he  had  given  reason  to  ex- 
pect her  future  niece  [the  only  hint 
of  marriage  he  ever  gave  herj ,  ha 
carried  her  to  the  bouse  ot  the 
wicked  woman,   who  beajw  the 

,me  of  Sinclair  in  these  jiapers: 

id  there,  by  promises,  which  she 
understood  in  the  favourable 
sense  (for  where  a  woman  loves, 
she  seldom  doubla  enongh  for  her 
own  safety)  obtained  an  easy  con- 
quest over  a  virtue  that  was  little 

ore  than  nominal. 

He  found  it  not  difficult  to  in- 
duce her  to  proceed  in  the  guilty 
commerce ,  till  the  effects  of  it  be- 
came too  apparent  to  be  hid.  Her 
parents  then  (in  the  first  fury  of 
lheirdisappoiutment,andveiation 
for  being  deprived  of  all  hopes  of 
such  a  son-in-law)  turned  her  out 

Her  disgrace  thus  published, 
she  became  hardened;  and,  pro- 
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■  tected  bj  her  reducer,  whose  fa- 
B  Touritemistreas  she  then  was,  she 
was  80  incensed  against  her 
parents  for  an  iadigaity  eo  little 
■nitins  with  her  pride,  and  the 
head  they  had  aiw&je  given  her, 
thsit  she  refused  to  return  to  them, 
when  repenting  of  their  passionate 
treatment  of  her,  they  would  have 
been  reconciled  to  her:  and  be' 
coming  the  favourite  danghtw  of 
her  mother  Sinclair,  at  the  per- 
■nasions  of  that  abandoned  wo- 
man, she  practised  to  faring  on 
an  abortion,  which  Bfae  effected, 
though  she  was  bo  far  gone,  that 
it  had  like  to  have  cost  her  her 
life. 

ThoB  unchastity  her  first  crime, 
murder  her  neil,  her  eongcience 
became  seared:  and,  young  as  she 
was,  and  fond  of  her  deceiver. 
sooa  grew  indelicate  enough. 
baving  bo  thorough-paced  a  school 
mistress,  (o  do  atl  she  conid  to 
promote  the  pleasures  of  the  man 
who  had  ruined  her;  Bcrnpling 
not,  with  a  spirit  truly  diabolical^ 
to  endeavour  to  draw  in  others  to 
follow  her  example.  And 
hardly  to  be  bebeved  what 
chiefs  of  this   sort  she  was  the 
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fiding  in,  and  daring  woman; 
gbe  ft  creature  of  specious  appear- 
ance and  great  art. 

A    still    viler    wickedness, 
possible,  remains  to  be   told  of 
SftUy  Martin. 

Her  father  dying,  her  mother, 
in  hopes  to  Tedai/a  her,  as  she 
called  it,  proposed  to  her  to  quit 
,  Uie  bouseof  the  infamous  Sinclair, 
to  retire  with  her  into  the 


-_  jtry,  where  her  disgrace,  and 
her  then  wicked  way  oflife,  wonid 
not  be  known;  and  there  so  to  live 
avc  appearancea;  the  only 
5he  had  ever  taught  her, 
besides  that  of  endeavouring  ra- 
ther to  delude  than  be  deluded. 

To  this  Sally  consented;  but 
with  no  other  intention,  aa  she 
often  owned  (and  gloried  in  it) 
than  to  cheat  her  mother  of  the 
greatest  part  of  her  substance,  in 
revenge  for  consenting  to  mt 
being  turned  out  of  doors  long  be- 
fore ,  and  by  way  of  reprisal  for 
having  persuaded  her  fatlier,  W 
she  would  have  it,  to  cut  her  off, 
in  his  last  will ,  ii-om  any  share  in 
his  fortune. 

This  unnatural  wickedness,  in 
half  a  year's  time,  she  brooght 
about;  and  then  the  serpent  re- 
tired to  ber  obscene  den  withhei 
loila,  laughing  at  what  she  had 
)ne;  even  after  it  had  broken  her 
mother's  heart,  as  it  did  in  a  few 
months'  time:  a  severe  but  juit 
punishment,  for  the  unprincipled 
education  she  had  given  ber. 
".  ought  to  be  added,  that  tbti 
__  an  iniquity,  of  which  neither 
Mr.  Lovelace,  nor  any  of  his 
friends,  could  bear  to  hear  her 
boast;  and  always  checked  ber 
for  it,  whenever  she  did;  con- 
demning it  with  one  voice;  and  it 
is  certain,  that  this  and  other  in- 
stances of  her  complicated  wicked- 
ness, turned  early  Lovelace's 
heart  against  her;  and,  b«d  she 
not  been  subservient  to  him  in  bis 
other  pursuits,  he  would  not  have 
enduredher:  for,speakingof her, 
he  would  say,  Let  not  any  one  re- 
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^  A  bad  edDcstion  was  tiie  pre- 
^  uative,  it  must  be  confessed; 
"and  for  this,  Sallj  Martiii  bad 
TeaaoB  to  blame  her  paj-euts:  aa 
they  hod  reaaon  to  blume  them- 
■elven  for  what  followed :  but  had 
she  not  met  with  aliovelBce,  she 
lud  avoided  a  Sinclair;  and  might 
^ve  goae  on  at  the  common  rate 
of  wirei  so  educated;  and  been 
the  mother  of  children  turned  out 
to  take  their  chance  in  the  world, 
M  she  was ,  like  so  mauj  lumps  of 
soft  wax,£c  to  takeanjunpression 
that  th«  first  occidentti^ave  tbem; 
neither  happv,  nor  making  happy ; 
every  thing  but  useful,  and  well 
off,  if  not  extremely  miserable. 

PoLLvHoETOfi  waa  the  daughter 
of  a  gentlewoman ,  well  de- 
scended; whose  biisband,  a  man 
of  family,  and  of  honour,  was  a 
eaptain  m  the  guards. 

He  died  when  Polly  was  about 
nioe  years  of  age ,  leaving  her  to 
the  care  of  her  mother,  a  lively 
young  lady,  about  twenty-six; 
with  a  genteel  provision  for  both. 

Hei  mother  was  extremely  fond 
of  har  Polly;  but  had  it  not  in 
herself' to  manifest  the  true,  the 
genuine  fondness  of  a  parent,  by 
•  strict  and  guarded  education; 
Kdiessing  out,   and  visiting,   and 

tag  visited  by  the  gay  of  her 

na  sex,  and  casting  out  licreye 
^hroad,  as  one  very  ready  to  try 

r  fortune  again  in  the  married  i 


ThiB  produced  tbos 


s,  aoda 
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love  for  those  diversions,  which 
inakeayoung  widow,  of  bo  lively 
ft  turn,  the  uuiittest  tutorem  in  the 
world,  even  to  her  own  daughter. 
Mrs.  llorton  herself  having  had 
an  early  turn  to  music,  and  that 
sort  of  reading,  which  is  but  ui 
earlier  debauchery  for  young 
minds,  preparative  to  the  grosser 
at  riper  years;  to  wit,  romances 
and  novels,  songs  and  plays,  and 
those  without  distiuctioa,  moral 
or  immoral,  she  indulged  hsr 
daughter  in  the  same  taste;  and 
at  those  horn's,  when  they  could 
uot  take  part  iu  the  more  active 
and  lively  amusements  and  kill- 
liniex,  B£  some  call  them,  nsed  to 
employ  miss  to  read  to  her;  happy 
enough  in  her  own  imagmation, 
that  whilst  she  was  diverting  her 
own  ears,  and  sometimes,  as  the 

Eiece  was,  corrupting  her  own 
eart,  and  her  child's  too ,  she  was 
teaching  miss  to  readand  improve 
her  mind ;  for  it  was  the  boast  of 
every  tea- table  hftlf-liour,(fco(  Mm 
Hnrlnn,  in  prnpriftf/,  aceent,  and 
emphasiii,  mtrpassed  all  the  ymng 
ladiet  of  her  age:  and,  at  other 
times,  complimenting  the  pleased 
mother — Blent  me,  madam,  wiA 
what  a  surp-iifing  graee  Mus  Ser- 
ton  reads  1  —  She  enters  iota  Ike  veFf 
spirit  of  her  ittbjeel — this  she  emM 
Itaiie  from  fioboA/  bat  you!  An  in- 
tended praise;  but,  as  the  subjects 
re,  would  have  been  a  severe 
ire  in  the  mouth  of  an  enemy! 
—  While  the  fond,  the  incon- 
siderate mother,  witha  delighted 
air,  wouidcry,  Why ,  I  cannot  but 
sail,  Miss  Horton  does  credil  to>un 
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mg  best  tone!  and,  with  a  ktaa  of 
approbation,  tvhai  a  pleoMire  to 
your  dear  papa ,  had  he  lived  lo  ^ee , 
your  improDtmenU,  rai/  eharmer!  — , 
CoDcludjng  with  a  sigh  of  aatis- 
faction;  her  eyes  turning,  round 
a  the  ccrole,  to  take  in  all  the] 
it  applauses  of  theirs.  Biitl 
little  thought  the  foud,  the  foolish 
mother,  what  the  plnnt  would  be, 
Trbicb  was  springing  up  from 
these  Bcedsl  Little  imagined  she, 
that  her  own  ruin  as  well  as  her 
child's  was  to  be  the  consequence 
of  this  fine  education;  and  that, 
in  the  Bame  ill-fated  hour,  the 
honour  both  of  mother  anddaugh- 
ter  was  to  become  a  sacrifice  to; 
the  intriguing  invader. 

This  the  laughing  girl,  when 
abandoned  to  her  evil  destiny, 
and  in  oompanj  with  her  aister 
Sally,  and  others, each  recounting 
their  settings  out,  their  progress, 
and  their  fall,  frequently  related 
to  be  her  education  and  manner 
of  training  up. 

This,  and  to  see  a  succesaion  of 
humble  servants  buxzing  about  a 
mother,  who  took  too  much  pride 
in  addreues  of  that  kind ;  what  a 
beginning,  what  an  example,  to  a 
constitution  of  tinder.i  -  -> 

to  receive  the  spark  st 
the  steely  fore-head, 
heart,of  Buchalibertiu 
it  was  their  fortune 
countered  by  I 

In  short, 


prepared 
uck,  irom 
and  flinty 


ew  up  under 
a  directress,' 
and  of  books  so  light  and  frothy, ; 
with  the  inflaming  additions  ofj 
music  concerts,  operas,  plays,  as- 1 
fembliea,  baile,  and  the  reel  oi  " 


rabble  of  amnsementaof  a  modem 
life,  it  is  no  wonder,  that,  like 
early  fruit,  she  was  soon  ripened 
to  the  hands  of  the  insidious  ga- 

At  fifteen,  she  owned,  shewu 
ready  to  fancy  herself  the  heroine 
of  every  novel,  and  of  every 
comedy  she  read,  so  well  did  sbft 
enter  Into  the  spirit  of  her  sobieot: 
she  glowed  to  become  the  omeet 
of  some  hero's  flarne;  and  perfect- 
ly longed  to  begin  an  intrigue, 
and  even  to  be  run  qujoj/  im'w  by 
some  enterprising  lover:  yet  had 
neither  confinement  nor  check  lo 
apprehend  from  her  indiscreet 
mother:  which  she  thought  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  constitute  a 
Parthenissa! 

Nevertheless,  with  ail  these  fine 
modern  qualities,  did  she  c._ 
pleteber  nineteenth  year,  before  , 
she  met  with  any  address  of  con- 
sequence: one  lialf  of  her  ad- 
mirers being  af  rdd,  because  of  her 
gay  turn,  and  but  middling  for- 
tune, to  make  serious  applicationa 
for  her  favourl  while  others  were 
kept  at  distance,  by  the  superior 
airs  sheasBumed;  and  a  third  sort, 
not  Eufliciently  penetrating  the 
foibles  either  of  mother  or  daugh- 
ter, were  kept  oS'  by  the  supposed 
watchful  care  of  the  former. 

But  when  the  manof  intrepidity 
and  intrigue  was  found,  never  ms 
heroine  so  soon  subdued,  never 
goddess  BO  easily  stript  of  her 
celesttalsl  For,  at  the  opera,  a 
diversion  at  which  neither  sbenof 
her  mother  ever  missed  to  be  pr&- 
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airs  of  heroic  insult, 
slight  affront  offered 
to  hia  8aIlyMartin,by  two  gentle- 
men who  had  known  her  in  her 
more  hopeful  state ,  one  of  whom 
Mr.  Lovelace  obliged  to  sneak 
away  with  a  broken  head,  civen 
with  the  pummel  of  hia  swora,  the 
other  with  a  bloody  noae;  neither 
of  them  well  supporting  that 
readiness  of  offence,  which,  it 
seems,  wasa  part  of  theirinoiun 
characters  to  be  guilty  of. 

The  galiautiY  of  this  action 
drawing  every  byalander  on  the 
Bide  of  the  hero,  O  the  brave  man! 
oried  Polly  Horton  aloud,  to  her 
mother,  in  a  kind  of  rapture,  how 
needful  Hie  protecliim  of  the  brave  I; 
tte_  fair!  with  a  softnesa  in  her 
voice,  which  she  had  taught  her- 
■elf,  to  suit  her  fancied  hiyk  condi- 
tion of  life. 

A  apeech  bo  mneh  in  hia  favour, . 
could  not  but  take  the  notice  of  a  i 
man  who  was  but  too  senaible  of ' 
the  advantages  which  his  fine  per- 
•on,  and  noble  air ,  gave  him  over ' 
tfae  gentler  hearts!  who  was  al- 
wa™  watching  every  feoiale  eye, 
and  who  had  hii  ear  eontintially 
~  Dned  t«  erarr  a&eted  voice :  for 
btt  was  <ne  of  kia  indteatMO*  of ' 
fnnn  ml^eet  to  be  atteaifrt«d 

-AgeOaUtm  oftvaryuirt,^  wed 
'^  '  ■■'   tigmof  vwraiu/ 
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tniachief.  He  gavo  bis  Sally  hor 
cue.  He  called  her  sisitr  in  tUtiir 
hearing.  And  Sally  whia|niringly 
gave  the  young  lady,  and  her  mo- 
Qier,  in  nor  own  way,  tho  parti' 
culars  of  the  affront  bIiu  had  re- 
ceived; making  hordelf  an  angel 
of  light,  to  cast  tha  brightur  ruy 
upon  the  character  of  her  lierolo 
brother.  She  particularly  praiaud 
bia  known  and  ajiurorod  courage  i 
and  mineled  with  her  praiaos  of 
him^  aucD  ciruumatuncoB  relating 
to  his  birth,  hia  fortune,  and  cn- 
dowmcnta ,  an  left  him  uothing  to 
do  but  to  fall  in  love  with  the 
enamoured  Polly. 

Mr.  Lovelace  presently  law 
what  turn  to  give  to  hii  profu*- 
siona:  lo  braneumaril  getufjnan- 
nem  tti  genlUI  Uit^ojonagXady't 
taste;  nor  could  ahe  *u*peot  fha 
heart  that  stieh  an  aapeut  covered. 
Ildii  v!iu  Ihemutifl/iiivergtHanltht 
whispered  to  her  mottusri  and, 
when  tho  opera  <ra*  over ,  hia  Mr- 
vant  procuring  a  coacb,  M  under' 
took,  witbhiBipeciou*  (iater,  to 
aettbem  down  at  tb«ir  own  Lmk- 
ioioi,  though  •itoated  a  OBnt 
diS^at  way  from  iiia :  and  men 
they  were  prevaiUd  upro  ta 
a%lit,  and  paitalw  of  a  aSgbt 


repaat 

%iliy  pretMd  tken  lo  ntwB 
the  fvnm  to  ber  M  bar  an* 
rotbtVa.  and  boi««d  it  wmdt  bt 
bc&n  btr  bntku  wort  t»  fcb 

ieaolradt»bcw-l     Tb«y  fWiiMd  ktt,  mA  wmaA 
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that  was  aaid  of  hie  name,  and 
family,  and  fortune  to  be  true, 
PetBons  of  BO  little  strictneBS  in 
their  own  morala ,  took  it  not  into 
their  heads  to  be  very  inquisitive 
after  hia. 

Music  and  dancing  had  their 
share  in  the  eatertaimnent :  these 
opened  their  hearts,  already 
half-opened  bj  love:  the  aunt 
Forbes,  and  the  lover's  sister,  iepf 
them  open  by  their  own  example: 
the  hero  sung,  vowed,  promised: 
their  gratitude  was  moved ,  their 
delights  were  sagmented;  their 
hopes  increased;  uieir  confidence 
— 3  engaged;  all  their  appetiteB 
up  in  arms;  the  rich  wines  co- 
operating; beat  quite  off  their 
guard,  and  not  i%oug!i!  enough 
ramainiug  for  so  much  as  auapi- 
cion;  misB,  detached  from  her 
mother  by  bally,  soon  fell  a  sacri- 
fice to  the  successful  intriguer. 

The  mdow  herself,  half-intoxi- 
cated and  raised  as  she  was  nitb 
artful  mixtures,  and  inflamed  by 
love,    nnexpectcdly  tendered  by 

le  of  the  libertines,  his  constant 
companions  (to  nhom  an  uppar- 
tunitg  vas  contrived  to  be  given  to 
be  alone  with  her,  and  that  closely 
followed  by  imporliirtilf))  fell  '   ' 
her  daughter's  error.     The 
Bequences  of  which,  in  length  of 
time  becoming  apparent,  grief, 
■hame,  remorse,  seized  her  heart, 
(herown  indiscretion  not  allon ' 
her  to  arraign  her  daughter's) 
she   survived   not    her  delivery; 
leaving  Polly  with  child  likewise^ 
who,  when  delivered,  being  too 
fond  of  the  gay  deluder  to  re- 
Bouace  bis  company,  even  itbuL^ 


ihe  found  hereelf  deluded,  fell  into 
i  course  of  eitravagance  and  dis- 
lolateness ;  ran  through  her  for- 1 
lune  in  a  very  little  time ;  and ,  as 
in  high  preferment ,  at  last ,  witii 
Sally,  was  admitted  a  quarter ^art- 
-^r  with  the  detestable  Sinclair. 

All  that  ia  necessary  to  add  to 
the  history  of  these  unhappy  wo. 
men,  will  be  comprised  ma  very 
tittle  uompiisB. 

After  the  death  of  the  profligale 
Sinclair,  they  kept  on  the  in- 
famous trade  with  too  much  sac- 
cess  ;  till  an  accident  happened  in 
the  house — a  gentleman  of  family, 
killed  in  it  in  a  fray,  contending 
with  another  for  a  new-vampea 
face.  Sally  was  accused  of  hold- 
ing the  gcntlcmaa's  arm,  while 
his  more  favoured  adverBary  ran 
him  through  the  heart,  and  then 
made  off.  And  she  being  tried  for 
her  life,  narrowly  escaped. 

This  accident  obliged  diem  to 
break  up  house-keeping;  andnot 
having  been  frugal  enough  of 
their  lU-gotteii  gains  (laruhiog 
upon  one,  what  they  got  fay  an- 
other) they  were  compelled,  Ibr 
subsistence  sake,  to  enter  tbeoi- 
selves  as  undcr-managers  atgncli 
another  house  as  their  dim  hai 
been.  In  which  service,  sooii  after, 
Sally  died  of  a  fever  and  amfeit 
got  fay  a  debauch :  and  the  other, 
about  a  month  after  by  a  noleut 
cold,  occasioned  through  csreleH- 
nesB  in  a  salivation. 

Happier  Bcenes  open  for  tlw 
remaining  characters ;  for  it  sii^ 
be  descending  too  low  to ' — 


r 


the  BmaU  remainder  of  her  life 
happily  as  she  wished,    in  h^, 
belovad  foster- lianghter's  Dairy- 
hoyse,  as  it  naed  to  be  called.      ' 
she  inished,  ■     - 


t  the  greatest  part 
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of  WtWam,  Mr.Lovelace'e  wicked  follow  her  method,  and  oulywiBhea 
serraat:  and  the  pining  and  cou- 1  to  discbarge  the  trust  aa  well. 
samptwe  ouee  of  Btlli/ Barnes  a.nd\  Misa  Hows  was  not  to  be  per- 
Jimeph  Lenian,  unmarried  both,  suaded  to  quit  her  mourning  for 
and  m  less  than  a  year  after  the  her  dear  friend,  until  sUmonthB 
happy  death  of  their  excellent; were  fully  expired:  and  then  she. 
young  lady.  made  Mr.  HtcKUis  one  of  the  hap- 

rhe  good  Mrs.  Norton  passed'oiestmenin  the  world.  Awoman 
»RmBnro™o:,.,i„_„fi.,_i.r-  _.  of  hcrfinesenBe  and  underatand- 
ing,  married  to  s  man  of  virtue 
and  good-nature  (whohadnojM3( 
copiVa^  errors  to  reflect  upon,  and 
to  abate  his  joys,  and  whose  be- 
haviour to  Mrs.  Hick-man  is  as 
affectionate  aa  it  was  reHpeetthl  to 
-Wisdffoiue)  could  not  do  otherwise. 
They  are  already  blessed  with 
two  fine  children;  a  daughter,  to 
whom,  by  joint  consent,  tbeyhave 
given  the  name  of  her  beloved 
friend :  and  a  son ,  who  bears  that 
of  his  father. 

She  has  aUotted  to  Mr.  Hick- 
_  an,  who  takes  delight  in  doing 
good  (and  that  as  much  for  its 

sake,  aa  to  oblige  her)  Im 

of  the  management   of  thBt 
a'  Fund;  to  be  accountabla 
for  it,   as  she  pleasantly  says,  to 
her.     She  has  appropriated  everj 
Tburaday  morning  for  lierparl"' 
that  management;  and  tafces 
much  delight  in  the  task,  that  e 
declares  it  to  be  one  of  the  m 
agreeable    of   her    amusemei 
And  the  more  agreeable ,  as 
teaches  everyone  whom  ate  bene- 
fits ,  lo  bless  Die  memory  of  Jier  de 
parted  frknd;  to  wbom  she  attr 
butes   the  merit   of    all     Tier   o" 
charities,  aa  well  as  the  \ionour 
those  which  she  dispensea  v(v  P^ 
auance  of  her  will 


.  'e  repeat:  for  she  had 
too  strong  aspirations  after  an- 
t"th^  '"^e,  to  be  greatly  attached 

She 'laid  ( 

of  her  time  i ^    — 

aavice,  and  by  the  prudent 
nagement  of  the  fund  eommin 
to  her  direction.   Having  lived 
eiemplary  life  from  her  youth  u 
wards;  and  seen  her  son  happily 
setaed  m  the  world ,  she  deiiarted 
with  ease  and  calmness,  without 
P*°e  "^  ?(?'"'?'  lite  a  tired  tra- 
veller, falEng;into  a  sweet  slum- 
ber; her  last  words  expressing  her 
t^  "[  ""^uig  restored  to  the  child 
ot  her  bosom;  and  to  her  own  ex- 
cellent father  and  mother,     to 
whose  care  and  pains  she  owed 
that  good  education  lo  which  she 
was   mdebted  for  all  her  other 
oJessin^. 

The  Poors'  Fund,  which  was 
committed  to  her  care,  she  re- 
signed, a  week  before  her  death, 
into  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Hickman, 
aecordine  to  the  direction  of  the 
will,  ftniTail  the  accounts  and  dis- 
bnrsements  with  if  which 
had  kept  with  such  an 
that  the  lady  dedarei 


'^ 


declared,  t,t.a.t  tbis^ 
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shall  never  fail  while  she  lives. 
She  has  even  engaged  her  mother 
to  contribnte  annually  to  it.  And 
Mr.  Hickman  has  appropriated 
twenty  pounds  a-jear  to  the  same. 
In  consideration  of  which  she 
aUows  hun  to  recommend  four  ob- 
jects yearly  to  partake  of  it.  — 
Allows^  is  her  style;  for  she  as- 
snmes  the  whole  prerogative  of 
dispensing  this  charify;  the  only 
prerogative  she  does  or  nas  occasion 
to  assume.  In  every  other  case, 
there  is  but  one  wiUbetween  them ; 
and  that  is  generally  his  or  hers,  as 
either  speaks  first,  upon  any  sub- 
ject, be  it  what  it  will.  Mrs. 
Hickman,  she  sometimes  as  plea- 
santly as  generously  tells  him, 
must  not  quite  forget  that  she  was 
once  Miss  Howe,  because  if  he 
had  not  loved  her  as  such  and  with 
all  her  foibles,  she  had  never  been 
Mrs.  Hickman.  Nevertheless  she 
seriously,  on  all  occasions,  and 
that  to  others ,  as  well  as  to  him- 
self, confesses,  that  she  owes  him 
unretumahle  obligations  for  his 
patience  wuh  her  in  HER  day,  and 
for  his  generous  behaviour  to  her 
in  HIS. 

And  still  the  more  highly  does 
she  esteem  and  love  him,  as  she 
reflects  upon  his  past  kindness  to 
her  beloved  friend;  and  on  that 
dear  friend's  good  opinion  of  him. 
Nor  is  it  less  grateful  to  her,  that 
the  worthy  man  joins  most 
sincerely  with  her  in  all  those  re- 
spectful and  affectionate  recollec- 
tions, which  make  the  memory 
of  the  departed  precious  to  sur- 
vivors. 


of  humanity  and  affection,  as  to  be 
unconcerned  at  the  unhappy  fate 
of  his  most  intimatevfriend.  Bat 
when  he  reflects  upon  the  untimely 
ends  of  several  of  his  companions, 
but  just  mentioned  in  the  preced- 
ing history  —  on  the  shocking 
despondency  and  death  of  hispoor 
friend  Belton  —  on  the  signal 
justice  which  overtook  the  wicked 
Tomlinson  —  on  the  dreadful  exit 
of  the  infamous  Sinclair  —  on  the 
deep  remorses  of  his  more  valued 
friend  —  and  on  the  other  hand, 
on  the  example  set  him  by  the  most 
excellent  of  her  sex  —  and  on  her 
blessed  preparation,  and  happy 
departure  —  and  when  he  con- 
siders ,  as  he  often  does  with  awe 
and  terror,  that  his  wicked  habits 
were  so  rooted  in  his  depraved 
heart,  that  all  these  warnings^  and 
this  lovely  example,  seemed  to  be 
hut  necessary  to  enable  him  to 
subdue  them ,  and  to  reform ;  and 
that  such  awakening  calls  are 
hardly  ever  afforded  to  men  of  his 
cast,  or  (if  they  are)  but  seldom 
attended  with  such  happy  effects 
in  the  prime  of  youth,  and  in  the 
full  vigour  of  constitution : — when 
he  reflects  upon  all  these  thinp, 
he  adores  the  mercy,  which 
through  these  calls  has  snatched 
him  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire:  and 
thinks  himself  obliged  to  make  it 
his  endeavour  to  find  out,  and  to 
reform,  any  of  those  who  may  have 
been  endangered  by  his  means;  as 
well  as  to  repair  to  the  utmost  of 
his  power,  any  damage  or  mis- 
chiefs which  he  may  have  occa- 
sioned to  others. 


Mr,13ELP0RDwaBiiot8odeB.W\ML\.^\    "^^ViY^^axd  to  the  tmstwith 


r 


which  he  wa£  honoured  bj  the 
ininiitable  lady,  he  had  the  plea- 
sure of  acquitCmg  himself  of  it  in 
a  TeiT  few  monthB,  to  every  body's 
Hitisf&ctiou ;  even  to  that  of  the 


was  he,  at  delivering  up  bis  ae- 
CMmnts,  coutentcd  with  resigning 
the  legacy  bequeathed  to  bim,  to 
the  uaes  of  the  will.  So  that  the 
Poora'  Fund,  as  it  ia  called,  is 
become  a  very  considerable  sam; 
and  will  be  a  laflting  bank  for  the 
relief  of  objects  who  best  deserve 
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make  his  addresses  to  Miss  Chjs- 
lotte Mdntaode ,  the eldestof Ins 
Lordship's  two  nieces:  and  mak- 
ing at  the  same  time  such  propo- 
sals of  settlements  as  were  not 
objected  to,  his  lordship  was 
pleased  to  usehia  powerful  iuterest 
m  his  favour.  And  his  worthy 
niece bavingno engagement,  she 
had  the  goodaess  to  honoar  Mr. 
Belford  with  her  band  \  and 
thereby  made  him  ns  completely 
happy  as  a  man  can  he,  wqo  has 
cnonnitieB  to  reflectupon,  which 

__  _  .J .._  __.  .are  out  of  hii  power  to  atone  for, 

relief.  [by  reason  of  the  death  of  some  oi 

There  was  but  one  earthly .  the  injured  parties ,  and  the  I'rre- 
blessing  which  remained  for  Mr.  clahiiahleness  of  others. 
Belfora  to  wishfor,  in  order,  mo-  "Happy  is  tbeman  who,  in  the 
rally  speaking,  to  secure  bim  all  time  ot^bealtb  and  strength,  sees 
his  other  blessings;  and  that  was,  and  reforms  theerrorofnis  ways! 
the  greatest  of  all  wordlyones,  a  —  But  bow  much  more  happy  is 
virtuous  and  prudent  wife.  So  he,  who  has  no  capital  and  wiltid 
free  a  liver  as  he  had  been,  he  did  errors  to  repent  of!  —  How  un- 
not  think  that  he  could  he  worthy  mixed  and  sincere  must  the  joys  of 
of  auohaone,  till,  uponanimpar-  such  a  one  come  to  him  I" 
tial  examination  of  himself,  he  LordM.addedbountifullyinhis 
found  the  pleasure  he  had  in  his  lifetime,  as  did  also  the  two  ladies 
new  resolutions  BO  great ,  audhisjhissisters,  fo  the  fortune  of  their 
abhorrenceof  hisformerconrsesso!  worthyniece.  And  as  Mr.  Belford 
sincere,  that  he  was  the  less  ap- 1  has  been  blessed  with  a  son  by  her, 
prehensive  of  a  deviation.  his  lordship  at  his  death  [which 

Upon thianreaumption,  having  happened  just  three  years  after 
also  kept  in  his  mind  some  encou-  the  untimdy  one  of  his  unhappy 
raging  hints  from  Mr.  Lovelace;  nephew]  was  pleased  to  devise  to 
and  having  been  so  happy  a-  *-  "■-'      - 


have  it  in  his  power  to  oblige  Lord 
M.  and  that  whole  noble  family, 
by  some  aervices  grateful  to  them 
(wie  request  for  which  from  bis 

unhappy  friend  was  brought  over,      ... 

among  other  papers,  with  the  moiety  of  his  real  estates;  ue- 
dead  body,  by  De  la  Tour);  he  jqueathingalao  amoietyof  hiaper- 
besought  that  nobleman's  leave  to !  sonal  to  Sie  same  lady. 


that  s 


id  to  his  descendants 

/(and  in  case  of  his  death. 

unmarried ,  to  any  other  children 
of  his  niece)  bis  Hertfordahire 
estate  (dedgnedfor  Mr.  Lovelace), 


whichheroadeupto  thevalneof 


k  .^ 


ai* 
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Miss  Pattt  Montague,  a  fine 
young  lady  [to  whom  her  noble 
uncle,  at  his  death,  devised  the 
other  moiety  of  his  real  and  per- 
sonal estates,  including  his  seat  in 
Berkshire]  lives  at  present  with 
her  excellent  sister  Mrs.  Belford: 
to  whom  she  removed  upon  Lord 
M/s  death;  but, in  all  probability, 
will  soon  be  the  lady  of  a  worthy 
baronet,  of  ancient  family,  fine 
qualities,  and  ample  fortunes,  just 
returned  firom  his  travels,  with  a 
character  superior  to  theverygood 
one  he  set  out  with:  a  case  that 
very  seldom  happens,  although 
the  end  of  travel  is  improvement. 

Colonel  MoBDEN,  who,  with  so 
many  virtues  and  accomplish- 
ments cannot  be  unhappy,  in 
several  letters  to  the  executor, 
with  whom  he  corresponds  firom 
Florence  [having,  since  his  un- 
happy affair  witn  Mr.  Lovelace, 
changed  his  purpose  of  coming  so 
soon  to  reside  in  England  as  he 
had  intended]  declares,  tiiat  al- 
though he  thought  himself  obliged 
either  to  accept  of  what  he  took  to 
be  a  challenge,  as  such:  or  tamely 
to  acknowledge,  that  he  gave  up 
all    resentment   of   his  cousin  s 


wrongs;  and  in  a  manner  to  beg 
pardon  for  having  spokenfreelyof 
Mr.  Lovelace  behind  his  back; 
and  although  at  the  time  he  owns 
he  was  not  sorry  to  becalledupon, 
as  he  was,  to  take  either  the  one 
course  or  the  other:  yet  now, 
cooUj  reflecting  upon  his  beloved 
cousm^s  reasomngs  against  duel- 
ling; and  upon  the  pric^  it  had  too 
probably  cost  the  unhappy  man; 
he  wished  he  had  more  fuUy  con- 
sidered those  words  in  his  cousin's 
postiiumous  letter  —  "If  God  will 
allow  him  time  for  repentance, 
why  should  you  deny  it  him?"* 

To  conclude  —  The  worthy 
widow  Lovick  continues  to  live 
with  Mr.  Belford;  and  by  her  pru- 
dent behaviour,  piety,  and  useful- 
ness, has  endeared  herself  to  her 
lady,  and  the  whole  family. 


♦  Seyeral  worthy  persons  have  wished, 
that  the  heinous  practice  of  duelling  had 
been  more  forcibly  discouraged,  byway 
of  note ,  at  the  conclusion  of  a  work  de- 
signed to  recommend  the  highest  and 
most  important  doctrines  of  Christianity; 
it  is  humbly  presumed,  that  those  per- 
sons have  not  sufficiently  attended  to 
what  is  already  done  on  that  subject  in 
Vol.  I.  p.  254.  and  in  Vol.  IV.  Letters 
czxiz.  clvi.  clvii.  and  clviii. 


POSTSCEIPT: 

BEPERBED  TO  IN  THE  rilEPACB. 


KBTHRAI,  OBJECTIOKS  THAT  DAVE  BBEK  «ADB,  AS  WBLL  TO  TBll 

CATASTHOPHE,  AS  TO  DU'FERBNT  I'AHTB  OV  I'lIK  I'llUllXDUia 

HISTOKT,  ARE  BRIEFLY  UONSlDGltKll. 


TQaforegoingworkhaviDgbeei 
pnbtiBh  edattbree  different  p  eri  odi 
oftime,  the  author,  intJiecourBS 
of  its  publication,  was  favoured 
with  many  anonymouB  latlerfl,  in 
which  the  writers  differently  ex- 
pressed their  wishes  with  reeardte 
the  apprehended  catastrophe. 

Most  of  those  directed  to  him  by 
the  gentler  aei,  turned  in  favour  of 
what  they  call  a  fortimate  m 
Some  of  the  fair  writers, 
monred,  as  tbey  declared,  with  the 
character  of  the  heroine,  were 
warmly  solidtonstobsvehermade 
ha^y:  and  others,  likewise  of 
thor  mind  J  mtUled  Ihol  poeliral 
jtuike  required  that  it  should  be 
■0.  And  when,  sayt  one  io^enionn 
bidy,  wfatme  nndoabted  motiTe  wa* 
Kooo-natnieaiidbDOMiuty.itBiiut 
be  cowtfadcd,  that  it  u  in  an 


general,  and  In  fiivour  nf  oo- 
mudies,  ulmoit  in  llio  word*  nf 
Lovelace,  who  was  lupportod  In 
his  taste  by  nil  the  woiiiun  at  Mr*. 
Sinclair's,  aiid  by  Hinclair  hnnalf. 
"I  lijivo  too  much  /ruliwi,"  said 
he*.    "There  ii  iihoukIi  In  tlin 

IJ     ..     __■    .  ^    ||(,4lf[j,    (H(J^ 

def  Into   out 
.    .  .injt  the  dU- 
tresBOH  uf  other*  our  own," 

And  bow  was  this  liappyendioii 
to  bo  brought  about?  Why,  by 
this  very  eusy  and  trJt«  •ipadlniii 
to  wit,  by  rcfonniug  ImtdIum, 
and  marrying  him  to  ClarlMi  — 
not,  however  abattn|c  b«r  mm  of 
ber  trial*,  nor  any  <rf  fan  tuCw- 
jng«,  |forUie*alEei>ftlMaporth» 
dintfCMea  would  girc  Utthttmitr- 
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ways  thonght ,  that  sudden  conver- 
sions, such  especially ,  as  were  left 
to  the  candour  of  the  reader  to 
suppose  and  make  out,  had  neither 
art  nor  nature  nor  even  probability 
in  them;  and  that  they  were  more- 
over of  very  bad  example.  To 
have  a  Lovelace  for  a  series  of 
years  glory  in  his  wickedness,  and 
think  that  he  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  as  an  act  of  ^ace  and  favour 
to  hold  out  his  nand  to  receive 
that  of  the  best  of  women,  when- 
ever he- pleased,  and  to  have  it 
thought  that  marriage  would  be 
a  sufficient  amends  for  all  his 
enormities  to  others  as  well  as  to 
her;  he  could  not  bear  that.  Nor 
is  reformation  as  he  has  shewn  in 
another  piece*,  to  be  secured  by  a 
fine  face;  by  a  passion  that  has 
sense  for  its  object;  nor  by  the 
goodness  of  a  wife's  heart,  nor 
even  example,  if  the  heart  of  the 
husband  be  not  graciously  touched 
by  the  Divine  finder. 

It  will  be  seen,  oy  this  time,  that 
the  author  had  a  great  end  in 
view.  He  has  lived  to  see  scepti- 
cism and  infidelity  openly  avowed, 
and  even  endeavoured  to  be 
propagated  from  the  press:   the 

freat  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
rought  into  question:  those  of 
self-denial  and  mortification  blot- 
ted out  of  the  catalogue  of  chris- 
tian virtues:  and  a  taste  even  to 
wantonness  for  out-door  pleasure 
and  luxuiT,  to  the  general  ex- 
clusion of  domestic  as  well  as 
public  virtue,  industriously  pro- 
moted amonff  all  ranks  and  de- 
grees of  people. 

*  Pamela. 


In  this  general  depravity,  when 

even  the  pulpit  has  lost  great  pait 

of  its  weight ,  and  the  clergy  are 

considered  as  a  body  of  interested 

men,  the  author  thought  he  should 

be  able  to  answer  it  to  his  oup 

heart,   be  the    success  what  it 

,  would,  if  he  threw  in  his  mite  to- 

!  wards  introducing  a  reformatioii 

j  so  much  wanted :  and  heimagiiMd, 

'  that  if  an  agje  given  up  to  diversion 

!and  entertamment,  he  cou!^  steal 

■  in,  as  may  be  said,  and  investigate 

the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity 

under  the  fashionable  ffoiseofan 

amusement,  he  shoula  be  moit 

likely  to  serve  his  purpose;  re- 

membenng  that  of  the  poet: 

A  verse  may  find  him  who  a  seimoii  fli«*i 
And  torn  delight  into  a  sacxifice. 

He  was  resolved  therefore  to 
attempt  something  that  never  yet 
had  been  done,  fie  considered 
that  the  tragic  poets  have  as 
seldom  made  then:  heroes  true 
objects  of  pity,  as  the  comic  theirs 
laudable  ones  of  imitation:  and 
still  more  rarely  have  made  them 
in  their  deaths  look  forward  to  a 
future  hope.  And  thus ,  when  they 
die  they  seem  totally  to  perish. 
Death,  in  such  instances,  must  ap- 
pear terrible.  It  must  be  con- 
sidered as  the  greatest  eviL  Bat 
why  is  death  set  in  skoeking 
lights,  when  it  is  the  universal 
lot? 

He  has  indeed  thought  fit  to 
paint  the  death  of  the  wicked  as 
terrible  as  he  could  paint  it.  But 
he  has  endeavoured  to  draw  that 
I  of  the  good  in  such  an  amiable 
XTXi^taket  ^>D(i*^\.\\i<^^^!r3  '&»la«ms  of 


ibould  not  furbcar  to 


And  after  all ,  nhat  is  the  ^meti- 
eal  ju-itKe  so  mnch  contended  for 
by  BOme,  as  thu  generality  of 
-writers  have  mtinaged  it,  but 
another  sort  of  diapeoBatioQ  than 
th»t  with  whiobGod,  bv  revelation, 
teacbee  ua?  He  has  thought  fit  to 
exercise  mankind;  whom  placing 
here  only  in  a  state  of  probaliou, 
hi)  hath  so  intermingled  good  and 
evil,  as  to  necessitate  us  to  look 
forward  for  a  more  equal  dispen- 
sation of  botL 

The  author  of  the  History  (or 
rather  dramatic  narrative)  of 
Claris&a,  is  therefore  well  justified 
by  the  chrisliait  eyntev),  in  defer- 


noceut  person  in  distress,  they 
ought  not  to  leave  bim  till  the^ 
have  delivered  him  out  of  bis 
troubles,   or  made   bim  triumph 

" This  BiTor  they  havebeenled 
into  by  a  ridKUluuii  doctrine  in 
muileni  critieinn,  that  they  ate 
obliged  to  an  equal  diftrihudun  of 
rewanls  and  puiasliiiieulu ,  and  an 
impartial  ezecatiou  of  puvikal 
justice. 

"  Who  were  the  first  that  esta- 
blishedtbiarule.Iknonnoti  but 
I  am  sure  it  has  no  foundation  in 


to  the  time  in  which  it  will  meet 
with  the  cumpletion  of  its  reward. 

But  not  absolutely  to  slieller 
Va»  oondnct  observed  in  it  under 
tbe  Banetion  of  religion,  [an  autho- 
rity perhaps  not  of  the  greatest 
weight  with  some  of  our  modern 
critics]  it  must  be  observed,  that 
the  author  is  justified  in  its  ca- 
tastrophe bj  the  greatest  master' 
of  reason,  and  best  judge  of  com- 
position, that  ever  lived.  The 
learned  reader  knows  we  must 
mean  Aubtotle;  whose  senti- 
ments ia  this  matter  we  shall  beg 
leave  to  deliver  in  the  words  of  a 
very  amiable  writer  of  our  eoun- 

tty; 

dy , "   says  fe.  Add! 
possessed  with  a  notion,  that  when ' 
they  represent  a  virtuous  or  in- 
•ac»gg«cttQt,Y«H.ll<».». 


"We  find,  that  good  and  evil 
happen  alike  unto  all  hbh  on  this 
side  the  grave:  and  as  the  prin- 
cipal design  of  tragedy  is  to  raise 
commiseration  and  terror  in  the 
minds  of  the  audience ,  we  shall 
defeat  this  great  end,  if  weal  ways 
make  virtue  and  ianocence  happy 
aud  successful.  .h 

"Whatever  crosses  and  diaap.  ' 
pointuients  a  good  man  suffers  m  ,: 
the  liadu  of  the  tragedy ,  they  will « 
make  but  small  impression  ou,, 
our  minds,  when  we  know,  that,  ito, 
the  Imt  act,  he  is  to  arrive  at  t^£ 
end  of  bis  wishes  and  desires.       ^ 

"When  we  sec  him  engage^  j* 
the  depth  of  his  afflictions,  we  ^m 
apt  to  comfort  ourselves ,  becauiS 
we  aie  sure  be  will  find  hia  ^^1 
out  of  them,  and  that  bis  e^riS 
how  great  soever  it  may  be  at  x«2 
scut,  will  soon  terminate  ijj  g^f? 


"For  this  r 


writers  of  tragedy  lxeate.1  x^^l 
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in  the  world,  by  mnkitig  virtnelthe  good  Irugedies  nluc]i  Iistc 
eometi  HI  es  happy  and  sometimea  i  been  #ritten  since  the  slartiiig  of 
miserable,  as  they  foundit  in  the!  the  above-mentioned  criticism, 
fable  which  they  made  choice  of,  have  taken  this  turn:  an  ITie 
or  as  it  might  affect  their  audience ;  Mourning  Bride,  Tamerlane',  CVp- 
in  the  most  agreeable  manner.  ses,  Pkadra  and  JJippolfftuit,  with 
"Aristotle  considers  the  trage-  mostof Mr.Dryden's.  Imust^ 
dies  that  were  written  in  either  allow.thatmanyofShakespeare'i, 
of  thosekinds:  and  observes,  that  and  several  of  the  celebrated 
those  which  ended  unhappily  had  tragedies  of  antiquity,  are  east  in 
always  pleased  the  people  and  the  same  form.  1  do  not  therefore 
carried  away  the  prize,  in  the '  dispute  against  this  way  of  wril' 
publicdisputesof  the  stage,  from  ing  tragedies;  hut  against  I  he 
those  that  ended  happily.  "Gnticism  that  would  eatabliib  this 


and  comroiaeration 
leave  a  phasing  anguish  in  the 
mmd,  and  £i  the  audieoce  in  such 
a  serious  composure  of  thought, 
as  is  much  more  lasting  and  de- 
lightful, than  any  little  transient 
Btarts  of  joy  and  aati  a  faction. 

"Accordingly    wo  find,  that 
more   of   our  English   trai 
have   succeeded ,    in   whici 
favourites   of  the  audience   sink 


nnder  their  calamities ,  than  those  Jitntic 


mil/  method;  and  by  tb«t 
means  would  vcn  mnch  eninp 
theEnglish  tragedy,  and  perhaps 
give  a  wrong  bent  to  the  geniiu  of 
onr  writers. 

This  subject  is  further  con- 
sidered in  a  letter  to  the  Specta- 
tor**. 

"I  iind  our  opinion.  Bays  the 
author  of  it,  concerning  the  latt' 
teim ,     called    jiaelical 


which  they  recover  themselves 
oat  of  them. 

"The  beet  plays  of  this  kind 
are,  The  Orphan,  Venice  Preserved, 
Alexander  the  Great,  Thcodosius, 
Ail  for  Love,  (Edipm,  Oroonoko,  ffc. 

"King  Lear  ia  an  admirable 
tragedy  of  the  same  kind,  as 
Shakespeare wroteit:  hut  ""■'■  ■■ 


introverted  by  some 


eirdnent  critics.  1  have  di«wn  op 
some  additional  arguments  to 
strengthen  the  opinion  which  y on 
have  there  delivered ;  having 
endeavoured  to  go  to  the  bottom 
of  that  matter. 

"The  most  perfect  man 
vices  enough  to  draw  down 


nishmcnts  u^on  hia  head,  «ni 


___ .  that  may  bel 

my  humble  opinion,  it   has  lostjPorthiBreasonlcanuot think hnl 
half  its  beauty.  [that  the  instruction  and  moral 

"At  the  same  time  I  must  allow  much  finer,  where  a  man  irk 
that  there   are  very  noble  tra-i 

gedies  which  have  oeeu  framed  'Yet  in  Tamerlm*  iwo  "<  *J> 
upon  the  other  plan,  and  have'.^^l^^,^""  *"•  """"in  ai^ 
endediappily,  aa  indeed  moaloiv  ••ftwSviM.iroi.  vn,  Ho.bib. 


virtuous  in  the  main  of  his  cha- 1 
raoter  falls  into  distress,  andsinkB 
under  the  blows  of  fortuue ,  at  the  [ 
end  of  a  tragedy,  than  whea  be 
is  represented  as  happy  and  | 
triumphant.  Such  an  eiamjile 
corrects  the  inuolence  of  human  | 
nature,  softens  the  mind  of  the 
beholder  with  sentiments  of  pity 
and  compassion,  comforts  liim; 
under  bis  own  private  nfliiction, 
and  teaches  hioi  not  to  judge  of 
men's  virtues  by  their  Huccesaes*, 
1  cannot  think  of  one  real  bero  in 
all  antic|uity  so  far  raised  above 
human  inlirmities ,  that  he  might 
not  be  very  naturally  represented 
in  a  tragedy  as  plunged  in  mia- 
fortuuee  and  calamities.  The  poet 
may  still  find  out  some  prevailing 
passion  or  indiscretion  in  his 
character,  and  slievr  it  in  such  a 
manner  as  will  sufHcieatly  acquit 
Providence  of  any  injustice  in  his 
sufferings:  for,  as  Horace  ob- 
serves, tlie  best  man  is  faulty, 
though  not  in  so  great  a  degree 
as  those  whom  we  generally  call 

"If  such  a  strict  poetical  JMstke 
(proceeds  the  letter- writer)  as 
some  gentlemen  insist  upon,  were 
to  be  observed  in  this  art,  there 
is  no  manner  of  reason  why  it 
should  not  eiteud  to  heroic 
poetry,  as  well  as  tragedy.  But 
we  find  it  so  little  observed  in 
Homer,  that  bisAchillcs  is  placed 

•  A  csMlon  thn  oor  blessed  8«»loor 
MidhjU  glTH  In  tbB  cue  of  the  elfbleen 

SEinosi  kUled  by  tlie  tell  of  ths  tower  of 
lloun.  Luke  1111.4. 


in  the  greatest  point  of  glory  and 
success,  though  his  character  is 
morally  vicious,  and  only  poeli- 
cat/tj  good,  if  Imay  use  thepbrase 
of  our  modern  critics.  The  JEneid 
is  filled  with  innocent  unhappy 

CBrsous.  Nisus  and  Eurywus, 
ausus  and  Pallas,  come  all  to 
unfortunate  ends.  The  poet 
takes  notice  in  particular,  that^  in 
the  sacking  of  Troy,  Ei^heus  fell, 
who  was  the  most  just  man 
among  the  Trojans : 

"—  Cudjl  s(  Bi/'hcuj.  j"slijn"Biu<  (mini 
msalitertimm.'—  Ma.U.^ 

'*ThB  ffodh  tbDUfhl  flt"tto  blunelaii 

■pheuliill, 
Wlio  loved  fair  JEHlitie,  ud  ntaierr'd  h 

"  And  that  Pantheus  could 
neither  bo  preserved  by  bis  trans- 
cendent pietv,  nor  by  holy  fillets 
of  Apollo,  wnose  priest  he  was ; 


I  might  here  mention  the  prac- 
ticeof  ancient  tragic  poets,  beth 
Greek  and  Latin;  but  as  tbis par- 
ticular is  touched  upon  in  the 
paper  above-mentioned,  I  shall 
pass  it  over  in  silence.  I  could 
produce  passages  out  of  Aristotle 
m  favour  of  my  opinion:  and  if  in 
one  place  he  says,  that  an  abso- 
lutely virtuous  man  should  not  be 
represented  as  unhappy,  this  does 
not  justiiy  any  one  who  sliould 
think  fit  to  bring  in  an  aiiaota 
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rirtsoaa  man  npon  tbe  ata^p.  prIceB  oonteaded  for  were  gaea 
Those  who  (ire  acquainted  with  by  the  atate;  when,  of  conse- 
thdt  author's  way  of  writing,  queuce,  the  emulatioa  amony 
know  very  well,  that  to  take  t£e  writers  waa  ardent;  and  when 
whole  extent  of  his  euhject  into  learning  was  at  tbe  highest  piKb 
hia  diriBiona  of  it,  he  of (enmakee '  of  glory  in  that  reoowned  com- 
tiae   of  such  cases  as  are  imagi-  monwealth, 

nary,  and  not  redacible  to  prac-  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  die 
tiee. —  Athenians,   in  this  their  higheit 

"I  shall  conclude,"  says  this  age  of  taste  and  politene«s,  weie 
eentlemao,  "mth  observing,  that  less  humane,  less  tender  faeute^ 
Qiough  the  Speclalor  above-men-  than  weofthe present,  Bnttb^ 
tioned  is  BO  far  against  the  rule  of  I  were  not  afraid  of  beingmOTM, 
pi'viieal  junticc,  aa  to  atUrm,  tbatinor   ashamed   of  showing' then- 

food  men  may  meet  with  an  un-|  selves  to  be  so,  at  the  iistitvaeB 
appy  catastrophe  in  tragedy,  it  |  they  saw  well  painted  and  repte- 
doeanoteay,  that  ill  meumay  gojaentcd.  In  short,  they  were  of 
off  unpunished,  ^e  reason  for  the  opinion,  with  the  wisest  of 
this  distinction  is  very  plain;  men,  ikal  it  vms  better  tn  g 
namely ,  because  the  best  of  men  hGtise  tif  mourning  than  to  0. 
[as  is  said  abovel  have  faults  o/'niirtJ,-andhadfortitudeeM(igh. 
enough  to  justify  Providence  for  to  traatthemselves  withUieiTOwn' 
an^  misforConea  and  ailiictions  generous  grief,  becanas  lintf 
which  may  befal  them;  but  there  found  theirbeartB  mended fcjtL 
are  many  men  so  criminal,  that  Thus  also  Horace,  andthcpt^* 
they  can  have  no  claim  or  pre-  test  Boma:is  in  the  Anguttan  Ig^ ' 
tence  to  happiness.  The  best  of  wished  to  be  affected: 
may  deserve  punishment ;  but 

eorst  of  men  cannot  deserve 

liappineBS."  j  ("im  r«iB  troclsni  lifi/iiiwfannBnHK 

Mr  Addiaou  as  we  have  seeni'"'^!'"'™'"'''"'*'^''!''"''**'^''''***™''''' 
llbo«,  MUlu.;  thMAri.Mle,  ml  fef -.'f.""S.'S'^.'lwS!' 
considering  the  tragedies  that|l7r  magus,' eimiiluiiic  fliHUii.iiniilitfMV 
were  written  in  either  of  the  kinds,  |  Aihenia. 

obaervea.  that  those  which  ended  j  Thus  Englished  by  Mr.  Pope: 
unhappily  had  always  pleased  the 

peop[e,andcamedawaytheprize,|^*'  ""  '"'"  "".^!'_.'  ""'^  """^  "" 
in  the  public  disputes  of  the  stage,  Or  praiie,  i 
ftom  thoae  that  ended  happily- 1  ^"  ™*' '"" 
And  we  shall  take  leave  to  add,  .j,„  ^„„ 
that  this  preference  waa  given  atl 
a  time  when  the  entertainments  of  I  Ti«  ie  wb 
the  stage  were  committed  to  the  j,^  ^^^ 
care  of  the  magiBtratea^  i^beatUel 


With  pill,  KD 

Aad  iDMch  n 
To  TbebN,  t: 

Our  ffUT  readers  are  also  desired 
to  attend  to  what  a  celebrated 
critic*  of  a  neighbouring  nation 
sajB  on  the  nature  and  design  of 
tragedy,  from  the  rules  laid  down 
by  the  same  great  ancient; 

"Tragedy,"  says  he,  "makes 
man  minUsI,  by  representing  the 
great  masters  of  the  earth 
humbled ;  and  it  makes  him  lender 
and  merdful,  by  shewing  him  the 
strange  acddertU  nf  life,  and  the 
unforeneen  disgraces  to  wliieh  the 
moat  important  peiaons  are  sub- 
ject. 

"Bnt  because  man  is  naturally 
timorona  and  compassionate,  he 
may  fall  into  other  eitrewes.  Too 
much  fear  may  shake  his  con- 
stancy of  mind,  and  too  much 
compassion  may  enfeeble  his 
equity.  'Tia  the  business  of  tra- 
gedy to  regulate  these  two  weak- 
DesBea,  It  prepares  and  arms  him 
against  dtsgrocfs,  by  ahcwing 
them  BO  frequent  in  the  most  con- 
siderable persons;  aud  he  will 
cease  to  fear  eitraordinary  acci- 
dents, when  he  sees  them  happen 
to  the  liighesl  part  of  n 
And  still  more  efitcacioas,  we  may 
add,  the  example  will  be,  when '  ~ 
themhappei  ■■  ■  - 
But  as  the  end  nf  tragedy  is  to  I 
.1 "- fear  too  weakly 
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n  commnn  litis foi-tunes ,  it  proposes 
.  also  to  teoen  tfaera  to  spare  their 
i  compassion  fbrobjectstnatrrleKecve 

ii.  f  Vr  there  ia  an  mjusliee  in  being 
'*  moved  at  the  afflictions  of  those 

Wbodeneruetobemiaerabte.  Womay 


lus,  because  she  bad  murdered 
Agamemnon  her  husband;  yet  we 
cannot  see  Hippolytus  die  oy  the 
plot  of  his  step-mother  Phasdra, 
m  Euripides,  without  compassion, 
because  he  died  not,  but  for  being 
chaste  and  virtuous." 

These  are  the  great  authorities 
BO  favourable  to  the  stories  that 
end  unhappily.  And  we  beg  leave 
to  re-inforce  this  inference  from 
them,  that  if  the  temporary  suf- 
ferings of  the  virtuous  and  the 
good  eau  be  accounted  for  and 
justified  on  Pagan  principles, 
manymore,and  inHnltely  strouger 
reasons,  will  occur  to  a  CtirisUan 
reader  in  behalf  of  what  are  called 
unhappy  catastrophes,  froln  the 
I  consideration  of  the  doctrine  of 
fiili're  retcwdi;  which  is  every 
where  strongly  enforced  in  thfl 
History  of  Clarissa. 

Ufthis(to  give  but  one  instance] 
an  ingenious  modern  distinguish- 
ed by  his  rank,  but  much  more 
for  his  escellcut  defence  of  some 
of  the  most  important  doctrines  of 
Christianity,  appears  convinced 
in  the  conclusion  of  a  pathetic 
fimniidy,  lately  published;  in 
which,  afterhenad  deplored,  as  a 
man  withfiu!  hope  (expressing  our- 
selves in  scripture  phrase)  the  loss 
of  an  eicellent  wife,  he  tiiUH  con- 
soles himself :  


POSTSOBtPT. 


t,  0  my  BOUlI   thr  HbIdb  mnnn 
ir  dKO  111'  All-wl'ae  Dljpoioi  Id 


Wh  Ui  inait  rlglitGDi 


Cnjaitly,  for  thj  purUi 


ither  gtrlve  tb;  groT'llDg  mloil 


iT(r«ll,li 


M  bUm. 


( ilight, 


But  of  infinitely  greater  weight 
than  all  that  has  been  above  pro- 
duced on  tbiB  subject,  are  the 
words  of  the  FealmJst: 

"Aa  for  me,"  Bays  he,*  "ray  feet 
were  almoBt  gone,  my  steps  had 
well-nigh  slipt:  for  1  was  enviou 
at  the  foolish,  when  I  saw  the  pro 
Bperiiy  of  the  wicked.  For  thei 
strength  is  fimi;  they  are  not  ii 
trouble  as  other  men ;  neither  are 
they  plagued  like  other  men  — i 
their  eyes  stand  oat  with  fatness  ;| 
they  have  more  than  their  heart 
could  wish  —  verilj;  I  have  cleans- 1 
ed  mine  heart  in  vain,  and  washed 
my  hands  in  innocence;  for  all 
the  day  long  have  I  been  plagued,  | 
and  coastened  every  morning. 
When  1  thought  to  know  tbis,  it' 
was  too  painful  fur  me.  Until  I 
went  into  the  sanctuary  of  God; 
then  understood  I  their  end  — 
tbou  ehalt  guide  me  with  thy 


counsel,  and  afterwards  receire 
me  to  glory." 

This  is  the  Psalmiat't  comfort 
and  dependence.  And  shall  man, 
presuming  to  alter  the  comnoa 
course  of  nature,  and  ao  farashe 
is  able,  to  elude  the  tenure  by 
which  frail  mortality  indiapf 
aablj  holds,  imagine  that  he  c 
make  a  better  dispensation;  Bud 
by  calling  it  poetical  juttiee,  in^- 
rectly  reflect  on  the  dwinef 

The  more  pains  have  been 
taken  to  obviate  the  o^ectioilfl 
arising  from  the  notion  ot  ihw/im' 
JMSlice,  aa  the  doctrine  bnit  upon 
it  bad  obtained  general  Credit 
among  us-  and  as  it  mustbecou- 
fessea  to  have  the  appearance  of 
/lummiiVy  and  guoil  nature  fcK  M 
supports.  And.  yet  the  writer  M 
the  History  of  Clarissa  is  humbif 
of  opinion,  that  he  might  havfl 
been  eicnaed  referringto  them  for 
the  vindication  of  AiscatastropbSi 
even  by  those  who  are  advocaKi 
for  the  contrary  opinion;  sincfl' 
the  notion  of  poetical  justiei, 
founded  on  the  modern  ruZsS,  hU 
hardly  ever  been  more  strictly  ob- 
served in  works  of  this  ntttui^ 
than  in  the  present  performuicft 

For,  is  not  Mr.  Lovelace,  iriio 
could  persevere  in  his  villainooi 
views,  against  the  strongest  and 
moat  frequent  convictions  andtft- 
morses  that  ever  wore  sent  ta 
awaken  and  reclaim  a  wicked 
man  —  ia  not  this  great,  this  vil- 

'fultT  '■        •        -       '■' 


\-^fevY  Jowi^Witna 


r 
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ii>e  to  tbe 


CoiTopted;*    and  by  means  of      Wesliallnow,  nccordint 

the  Tery  women  whom  he  had  de-!  expectation  givon  in  Uto/Vtfd.. 
banched^'^— ~Ia  not  Mr.  Belton,|to  this  edition,  proceed  to  tak« 
<who  has  an  nnde'a  hastened  death  brief  notice  of  such  other  objee- 
to  answer  for***  —  Are  not  the  <  tions  as  have  come  to  our  knnw- 
wAo^Uarlowe  family  —  ia  not  the  j  ledge:  for,  as  is  there  said, "  Thi* 
Tile  Tomlinson  —  are  not  the  in-  ■  work  being  addressed  to  the 
fdmouB  Sinclair  and  her  wi-elcked.  public  as  an  history  of  /iff  uid 
partners  —  and  even  the  wicked .  maimers,  those  parts  of  it  which 
tervants,  who,  with  their  eyes  are  proposed  to  carry  with  lihem 
open,  contribated  their  parts  to  theforceof  eianple,  ought  to b« 
the  carrying  on  of  the  vile  asimobjectJODableasiseonmBtent 
BChemes  of  their  respective  princi-  with  the  dejnjrt  of  the  ahole,  nd 
pals  —  are  Iheg  nni  all  litexcise  v/ithhiinnmnalure." 
txemplarily punished  f  Several  persons  have  censored 

On  the  other  hand.  isnotMisa  the  heroine  as  too  cold  in  her 
SowE,  for  her  noble  friendship  to  love,too  haughty,  and  evensome- 
flie  e^ted  lady  in  calamities  —  j  timea  provoking.  Bat  we  may 
iartot  Mr.UiCEMi.i',  for  his  ones:-  preaume  to  say,  that  this  objec- 
eeptionable  morals,  andintegrityjtionbasarieenfrom  wantof  alten- 
of  life  —  is  not  the  repentant  and  tion  to  the  story,  to  the  character 
.■ot  ungenerous  Belfubd  —  is  not  of  Clarissa ,  and  to  her  particvlar 
Ibe  worthy  Noiiton  — nioife  signal-  situation. 
tgAaj^f  \     It  was  not  intended  thai  4c 

And  who  that  ore  in  earnest  in  shouldbem/oHc.bat 


Heir  profession  of  Christianity,  if  that  eipression  m^fcr  4 . 

tot  will  rather  envy  than  regret !  ted-    It  is  meant  Mfctwr 
■die  triumphaat  death  of  Claeibsa  ; .  where  inculcated  ia  itBtf^L  fir 
whose  piety,  from  her  ear/;/  child-  example -xah-, 
•Jbtod;    whose    diffusive   charity  ;■  would  have  ini_ 
■  '     esteadyvirtue;whoseChns-  because  of  bb 
humility;    whose   forgiving  she  been  left  •- 
nirit;   whose  meekness  and  re-  herruin— ■■• 
raiation,   HEAVEN  itiIj/  could  |  the  perst . — 
iSfa^dt?  I     Wh»t'»* 
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honourable  sense,  it  would  have | deal  with  than  Mr.  LoYelace,  or 
been  bought  by  some  highly  im-  had  he  had  bat  half  the  merit 

Erobable,  that  Clarissa  should  which  Mr.  Hickman  has,  would 
ave  been  able  to  shew  such  a  have  found,  that  my  doctrine  on 
command  of  her  passions,  as  j  this  subject  should  have  ^vemed 
makes  so  distinguishing  a  part  of  i  my  practice."  See  tins  whole 
her  character,  had  she  been  as  letter,  YoL  IV.  p.  172.  See  also 
violently  in  love ,  as  certain  warm  Mr.  Lovelace's  letter,  Vol.  IV. 
and  fierce  spirits  would  have  had  p.  457,  Sf  seq.  where,  just  before 
her  to  be.  A  few  observations  are  nis  death ,  he  entirely  acquits  her 
thrown  in  by  way  of  note  in  the  conduct  on  this  head. 


present  edition ,  at  proper  places, 
to  obviate  this  objection,  or  rather 
to  bespeak  the  attention  of  hasty 
readers  to  what  lies  obviously  be- 
fore them.  For  thus  the  heroine 
anticipates  this  very  olnection, 
expostulating  with  Miss  Jaowe  on 
her  contemptuous  treatment  of 
Mr.  Hickman;  which  (far  from 
being  guilty  of  the  same  fault  her- 
self) she  did  on  all  occasions,  and 
declares  she  would  do ,  whenever 
Miss  Howe  forgot  herself,  al- 
though she  had  not  a  day  to 
live: 
"  0  my  dear,"  says  she,  **that  it 


It  has  been  thought,  by  'some 
worthy  and  ingemous  persons, 
that  n  Lovelace  had  been  drawn 
an  infidel  or  scoffer y  his  character, 
according  to  the  taste  of  the  pre- 
sent worse  than  sceptical  age, 
would  have  been  more  natural. 
It  is,  however,  too  well  known, 
that  there  are  Yery  many  persons, 
of  his  cast,  whose  actions  discredit 
their  belief.  And  are  not  the  very 
devils,  in  scripture ,  said  to  helkve 
and  tremble? 

But  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
served, that  great,  and,  it  is  hoped, 
good  use,  has  been  made  through- 


had  been  my  lot  (as  I  was  not  per- 1  out  the  work,  by  drawing  Love 
mitted  to  live  single)  to  have  met  lace  an  infidel  only  in  practice; 
with  a  man,  by  whom  I  could  have ':  and  this  as  well  in  the  arguments 
acted  generously  and  unreser- 1  of  his  Mend  Belford,  as  in  his  own 
vedly!  frequent  remorses,  when  touched 

"  Mr.  Lovelace ,  it  is  now  plain,  j  with  temporary  compunction,  and 
in  order  to  have  a  pretence  against ;  in  his  last  scenes ;  which  c<Mild  not 
me,  taxed  my  behaviour  to  him  have  been  made,  had  either  of 
with  stifiness  and  distance.  You,  them  been  painted  as  sentimental 
at  one  time ,  thought  me  guilty  of  unbelievers.  Not  to  say  that  Cla- 
some  degree  of  prudery.  Difficult  rissa,  whose  great  objection  to  Mr. 
situations  should  be  allowed  for ;  Wyerly  was,  that  he  was  a  scoffer, 
which  often  make  seeming  occa- '  must  have  been  inexcusable  had 
sions  for  censure  unavoidaole.  I  she  known  Lovelace  to  be  so,  and 
deserved  not  blame  from  ^ini,  who  had  given  the  least  attention  to 
made  mine  difficult.  And  you,  my  his  addresses.  On  the  contrary, 
dear,  had  1  had  any  other  man  to  thus  she  comforts  herself ,  when 


ahe  thinka   she  muat  be  I 
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^  Hickman's  character.  And  yet 
"This  one  consolation,  however,  -Lovelace  owns,  that  ho  rose  upon 
rffmains:  he  is  not  an  inSdel,  an ' bim  with  great  spirit  in  the  inter- 
nnbeliever.  Had  he  been  an  iu-iview  between  them;  once,  when 
fidel,  there  would  have  been  no  he  thought  a  reflection  hm  bnt 
room  at  al!  for  hope  of  him;  but  implied  on  Mm  Howe^;  and  an- 
(priding  himself  as  be  does  in  bis  other  time  when  he  imagined  hi'u- 
fertile  invention)  he  would  have  self  treated  contemptuously**. 
been  utterly  abandoned,  irre-[Miss  Howe,  it  must  be  uvrned, 
claimable,  and  a  savase*."  And ;  (though  not  to  the  credit  of  her 
it  must  be  obserred,  that  scofi'ersi  own  character]  treats  him  lu- 
iire  too  witty  in  their  own  opinion,  I  dierously  on  several  occasions. 
(in  other  words,  value  themselves  Bnt  so  she  does  her  mother.  And 
too  mach  upon  their  profligacy)  jierhaps  a  lady  of  her  lively  turn 
to  aim  at  concealing  it.  would   have  treated   as  WhimBt- 

Besides,  had  Lovelace  added'cally  any  man  but  a  Lovelace, 
ribfaald  jests  upon  religion,  to  his  Mr.  Belford  speaks  of  him  with 
Other  liberties,  the  freedomswhich  honour  and  respect***.  So  does 
would  then  have  passed  between  Colonel  Mordenf.  And  so  does 
himandbisfriendmusthavebeen  Clarissaon  every  occasion.  And 
of  a  nature  tmly  infernal.  And  all  that  Miss  Howe  herself  says  of 
this  farther  hint  was  meant  to  be  him,  tends  more  to  his  reputation 

S'ven  by  way  of  inference ,  that  than  diacredit+-|- ,  as  Clarissa  in- 
e  man  who  allowed  himself  in  deed  tells  her+ff . 
those  liberties,  either  of  speech  or  And  as  to  Lovelace's  treatment 
action,  which  Lorelaoe  thought  of  him,  the  reader  must  have  ob- 
shameful,  was  so  far  a  worse  man  served,  that  it  was  his  way  to 
than  Lovelace.  For  this  reason  treat  every  man  with  contempt, 
he  is  every  where  made  to  treat  partly  by  way  of  self-exaltation, 
jests  on  sacred  things  and  sab-  and  partly  to  gratiij;  the  natural 
ject8,even  down  tfl  the  mythology  gaiety  of  his  disposition.  He  says 
of  the  pagans  among  pagans,  as  nimself  to  Belfordg,  "Thou 
iindonbted  marks  of  the  ill-breed- 1  knowest  I  love  him  not,  Jack ;  and 
ingof  the  jesters;  obscene  images,  whom  we  love  not,  we  cannot  al- 
und  talk,  as  liberties  too  shamefulilow  a  merit  to;  perhaps  not  the 
for  even  rakes  to  allow  themselves  merit  they  should  oe  granted."  — 
in !  and  injustice  to  creditors,  and  "  Modest  and  difiideut  men," 
in  matters  of  imi™  nadlii'mi,  as  writes  Belford  to  Lovelace,  in 
what  it  was  beneath  him  to  be  praise  of  Mr.  Hickman,  "wearoot 

^^^y^.  ,  -    .  ,   .     „    !■       -s^voi.in.w.^™!. 

borne  have  objected  to  tlie|  -  ibw,  "  Soeua.  voi.  p.  is,  is. 
meekness,  to  the  tameness,   asi  t  Hm  ihia  Vol.  p.  «n. 

they  wiU  have  it  to  be,    of  Mr,,    +t  vo.-^i.  p^  mm.m,  wi.n.p.m, 

•  Sei  To!,  II.  p,  139.  I  %  Vol.  in.  loiter  oeU, 
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eaon  off  those  little  precisenesscs, 
which  the  confideat,  if  ever  they 
Imd  them,  preflcatly  get  over*," 

But,  aa  Miea  Howe  treats  her 
mother  as  freely  as  she  does  her 
lover;  so  does  Mr.  Lovelace  take 
EtiU  greater  liberties  with  Mr.  Bel- 
ford  than  be  does  with  Mr.  Hick- 
man,  with  respect  to  his  person, 
air,  andaddvew,  as  Mr.  Belford 
himself  hinta  to  Mr.  Hickman**. 
And  vet  he  is  not  so  readily  be- 
lievea  to  the  discredit  of  Mr.  Bel- 
ford,  by  the  ladies  in  general 


heiswheahedisparageaMr.Hick- 
cnce  can  tbia  partiality 


Whence  ci 


Mr.  Belford  had  been  a  rak-c : 
was  in  a  raay  ofreformaliun. 
Mt.  Hickman  had  alwaya^  leen  a 

And  Lavelace   confidently  Bays, 

77ia(  the  uiomen  love  a  man  whose 

regard  for  tJieia  is  founded  m  llie 

km^ledgeofihem***. 

Nevertheless,  it  must  be  owned, 

that  it  waa  not  proposed  to  draw 

Mr.  Hickman,  as  the  man  of  whom 

the  ladies  in  general  were  likely 

to  be  very  fond.    Had  it  been  so. 

gandness  of  heart,  and  genlleriei^s  of 

manners,  great  assiiiiiiti/ ,  and  in- 

violabU  and  modes!  love,  would  not 

of  theniselvea  have  been  sapposed 

Bufficient  tecommendatious.    He 

would  not  have  been  allowed  the 

least  share  of  preciseness  or  ft 

lity,  although  those  defects  might 

have  been  imputed   to   his   re- 

e  for  the  object  of  his  pas- 


sion: but  in  his  character  it  was 
designed  to  shew ,  that  the  saoie 
man  conid  not  be  every  thing; 
and  to  intimate  to  ladies,  that  in 
choosingcompanions  for  life, th^ 
should  rather  prefer  the  honest 
heart  of  a  Hickman,  which  wontd 
be  all  their  own ,  than  to  risk  the 
chance  of  sharing,  perhaps  with 
scores  (and  some  of  those  probably 
the  most  profligate  of  the  sex), 
the  volatile  mischievoaa  one  of  a 
Lovelace:  in  short,  that  they 
should  choose,  if  they  wished  for 
durable  happiness,  for  rectitude  of 
mind,  and  not  for  speciousness  of 
person  or  address:  nor  make  a 
jest  of  a  g«od  man  in  favour  of  I 
uad  one,  who  would  make  ft  jeet 
of  them  and  of  their  whole  sex. 


Says  Waller  —  and  Lovrfaca 

Some  have  wished  that  the  story 
had  been  told  in  the  usual  narra- 
tive way  of  telling  stories  designed 
to  amuse  and  divert,  and  not  in 
letters  written  by  the  respective 
persons  whose  history  is  given  in 
them.  The  author  thinks  he 
ought  not  to  prescribe  to  the  taste 
of  others;  hut  imagined  himself 
at  liberty  to  follow  Dis  own.  He 
perhaps  mistrusted  his  talents  1^ 
the  narrative  kind  of  writing.  He 
bad  the  good  fortune  to  succeed 
in  the  epistolary  way  once  be- 
fore. A  story  in  which  so  many 
persons  were  concerned,  eith«r 
principally  or  collaterally,  and  of 
characters  and  dispositions  »o 
'ariouB,  carried  on  with  tolorahlo 
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Mmiection  and  perspicuity.  {□  & 
eeriee  of  letters  from  diflerent 
peraons,  without  the  aid  of  digres- 
iMDB  aud  episodes  foreign  to  tbe 

E principal  end  and  design ,  he 
bought  hod  nnvel^  to  be  pleaded 
f(vit:andthat,i>)  tbepresent  a^, 
lie  mpposed  would  not  be  a  slight 


probaiiility  in  the  pen 
cemed .  enabling  tben 
distance  of  several  years 
all  the  particulars  of  a 
conversation:  or  rather  it  implies 
yet  more  improbable  confidence 
and  familiarity  between  all  these 
persons  and  tbe  autbor. 


Begides  nhat  has  been  said 
above,  and  in  the  Preface,  on  this 
head,  the  following  opinion  of  an 
ingenioaa  and  candid  foreigner, 
on  this  manner  of  writing,  may 
not  be  improperly  inserted  here. 

"  The  method  which  tbe  author 
has  pursued  in  the  History  of 
Clarissa,  is  the  same  as  in  the  life 
of  Pamela:  both  are  related  in 
familiar  letters  by  the  parties 
themselves,  at  the  very  time  in 
which  the  events  happened;  and 
this  method  has  given  the  author 
great  advantages,  which  he  conld 
not  Lave  drawn  from  any  other 
species  of  narration.  Tbe  minate 
partieulara  of  events,  tbe  senti- 
ments and  conversation  of  tbe 
EBTties,  are,  upon  this  plai 
ibited  with  all  tbe  warmth  and 
spirit  that  the  passion  supposed 
to  be  predominant  at  the  verv 
time  could  produce ,  and  with  all 
the  distinguishing  characteristics 
which  memory  can  supply  ii'  " 
history  of  recent  transactions. 

"Bomances    in   general, 
Marivaux's  amongst  others, 
whollyimprobable;  because  they 
suppose  the  history  to  be  written 
after  the  series  of  events  is  closed 
by  the  catastrophe:   a 
stance  which  implies  a  si 
memory  beyond  all  eia 
I        Uarhin.  IV. 


"Ther 


,  how. 


cnItT    attending    the    epistolary 

^thod;  for  it  is  necessary,  that 

all  the  characters  should  have  an 
n  taste  for  this  kind  of 
conversation,  and  that  they  should 
suffer  no  event,  not  even  a  re- 
'kabie  conversation,  to  pass 
without  immediately  committing 

f.  But  for  th^preserva- 
etters  once  written ,  the 
author  has  provided  with  great 
judgment,  so  as  to  render  this  cir- 
mistance  highly  probable*." 
it  is  presumed,  that  what  this 
gentleman  says  of  the  difficulties 
attending  a  story  thus  given  in 
the  epistolary  manner  of  writing, 
will  not  be  found  to  reach  tbe 
History  before  ns.  It  is  very  well 
accounted  for  in  it,  how  the  two 
principal  female  characters  came 
to  take  BO  ^eat  a  delight  in  writ- 
ing. Their  subjects  are  not 
merely   subjects   of  amusement; 


]  di^rsnt  paisogea 

ftndid  foreignar,  tlie  roadBt 

]  ths  nforeiuld  mfLgocli 


-elder  Is  rerencd       ^ 
.B»(orI«^^*^^  £ 
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bat  greaflf  iateifitiiig  to  both:  sarv  part  of  Ae  woik? 
jet  maar  buBcs  there  are  who  ters  and  comeisatioM, 
BOW  laodablr  coneipond,  when  story  makes  the  rioweil 
at  ilH^"**  noB  each  other,  on  are  presomed  to  be 


tiiat  £tf  less  affect  their  Thej  giTe  occasioa  li 
mirt^i^  weUEue  and  friendships,  suggest  manj  intern 
than  thoae  treated  of  bj  these  sonaUties,  in  which  a  ^ 
ladies.  The  two  principal  gen-  the  instruction  essential 
ttouen  had  motires  of  gaiety  and  of  this  nature  is  convey 
Taingloty  for  their  indocements.  itwiil^moreoTer.berea 
It  will  generaD J  be  found  that  that  the  anthfn-.  at  hk  fi 
persooawho  have  talents  for  fomi-  oat,  apprized  the  reada 
fiar  writing,  as  these  eorrespon-  story  interesting  as  it  ii 
dents  are  presomed  to  have,  will  allowed  to  bej  wajstobep 


not  forbear  amusing  themsdves  looked  upon  as  the 

L  on  l( 


with  tibeir  pens,  on  less  ardooos  instruction, 
occasions  tinin  what  offer  to  these.  To  all  which  we  may 
These  Fora  (whose  stories  have  a  there  was  frequently  a 
eonneetion  with  each  other)  oat  to  be  rery  circun»ta] 
of  the  great  number  of  characters  minate ,  in"  order  to  pre 
which  are  introdoced  in  this  maintain  that  air  of  p 
History,  are  only  eminent  in  the  which  is  necessary  to  be 
epistolary  way :  the  rest  appear  ed  in  a  story  designed  tc 
bat  as  occasional  writers,  and  as -real  life;  and  which  is 
drawn  in  rather  by  necessity  than ;  extremely  bosy  and  act 
choice,  from  the  different  relations  t  plots  and  contriTances  fi 
in  which  they  stand  with  the  foor :  carried  on  by  one  of  the 
principal  persons.  i  characters. 

The  loigth  of  the  piece  has  *  Some  there  are .  and  ] 
been  objected  to  by  some,  who 'who  hare  supposed  thi 
perhaps  looked  npon  it  as  a  mere  |  cellencies  of  the  heroin 
norei  or  romance:  and  yet  of  iieft  ned  to  an  improbable, 
there  are  not  wanting  works  of  i  to  an  imi^acticable  heii 
eqnal  length.  I  History.    But    the  ^ 

xhey  were  of  opinion  that  the ;  Clarissa ,  from  eariu 
a^mj  moTcd  too  slowly,  parti- i ought  to  be  considered 
colarly  in  the  first  and  second) her  rery  great  advan' 
▼ofaimes,  which  are  chiefly  takes  I  indeed ,'  the  fbondatioii 
np  'jith  the  altercations  lietween  i  excellencies ;  and,  it  is ' 
Clarissa  and  the  sereral  persons; the  sake  of  the  doctrin 
of  her  family.  ,  to  be  inculcated  bv  it 

Bat  is  it  not  tnie,  that  those  i  She  had  a  pious  a'n 
jjtefcations  are  the  foundation  of  not  meaulv  descended 
the  whole,  •iidthec^iiteanefie6-.hernarse,'who  with  h< 


's.Harlowesays*,  gave  her  that 
.rture  which  iio  other  nurael 
Bid  give  her.  She  was  very  I 
riy  happy  in  the  converaation- 1 
nta  of  her  learned  and  worthyl 
r.  Lewen,  and  in  her  correspon- 1 
licies,  not  with  him  only,  bat 
\ti  other  divinea  mentioiied  in! 
r  last  will.  Her  mother  was,! 
K>n  the  whole,  ^ 
ID  did  credit  to  her  birth  and  her 
me;  and  was  able  to  instruct 
rmher  early  youth:  her  father 
w  Dot  a  free-livin)[  or  free-prin- 
pled  man ;  and  both  delighted  in 
X  for  those  improvemeats  and 
t^nmenta,  which  gave  her,  anil 
m  in  her,  a  diBtiaction  that 
Dsed  it  to  be  said,  that  when  abe 
uont  of  the  family,  itwaacon- 
ilered  but  as  a  common  family**. 


re's  character  of  her***,  took 
_.it  delight  in  rural  and  houae- 
Bld  empmymenta ,  though  qua- 
iedto  adorn  the  brighteat  circle. 
It  must  be  confesBed,  that  we 
e  no  t  to  look  for  Clarisiia's  among 
te  consliml  frequenters  of  Rane- 
gh  and  Vauxhall,   nor  among 
lose  who  may  be  called  iUii:ghlerx 
f  tlw  ear&tahte.     If  we  do,  the 
oaracter  of  our  heroine  may  then 
Bdeed  be  juatly  thought  not  only 
■improbable,  but  unattainable.  But 
we  have  neither  room  in  thia  place, 
noT  inclination,  to  pursue  a  sub- 
ject  BO   invidioua.     We    quit   it 


4P9 

therefore,  after  we  have  repeateil, 
that  we  knuiK  there  are  OTmc,  and 
we  ftoiw  there  are  viatiy,  in  the 
British  dominions,  [or  they  are 
hardly  any  where  in  the  European 
world)  who,  as  far  aa  occiw/on  hw 
called  upon  them  to  exert  the  like 
humble  KaAmiiilest,  yet  steady  AViA 
xiseful  virtues,  have  reached  the 
perfectiona  of  a  Clariasa. 

Having  thua  briefly  taken  notice 
of  the  most  material  objections 
that  have  been  made  to  diflereut 
parts  of  this  History ,  it  is  hoped 
we  may  be  allowed  to  add,  that 
hadwethoughtourselvesatliberty 
io  give  copies  of  some  of  the  many 
letters  that  have  been  written  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  question,  that 
is  to  say,  in  approbation  of  the 
catastrophe,  and  of  the  general 
cooductandexecutionof  the  work, 
by  aome  of  the  most  eminent 
judges  of  composition  in  every 
oranch  of  literature;  most  of  what 
has  been  written  in  this  Poatacript 
might  have  been  apared. 

But  as  the  principal  objeotion 
with  many  has  lain  against  the 
length  oftbepiece,  weshalladd 
to  what  we  have  said  above  on 
thatsubject,  in  the  words  of  one 
ofthoBeerainentwriters:  "That, 
if,  in  theHistory  before  na,  it  ahall 
be  found,  that  the  spirit  is  dvlij 
dijfuKed  throughotit;  that  the  cha- 
racters are  vaHuwi  and  nataral; 
well  dklinguidieA,  and  imiformly 
supported  and  maintained:  i/IJiere 
be  a  variety  ofinddenta  sufficient 
to  excite  attention,  and  those  so 
conducted,  as  to  keen  the  reader 
always  awake!  the  length  then 
'  kdd  proportionably  to  Ihe 

81*    _^^m 
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pleasure  thateverypersonoftaste  I  the  understanding,  the  extra- 
receives  from  a  weU-drawn  picture  I  vagant  performance  will  be  judg- 
of  nature.  But  where  the  con-  i  ed  tedious,  though  no  longer  than 
trarj  of  all  these  qualities  shock  j  a  fairy  tale." 


THE  END. 
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